
WELCOME BACK UP 6. crm 
If your parents wish to meet 

any of your teachers they'll get 
the opportunity Tuesday, October 
18. That's when the P.T.S.A. will 
be hosting another open house. 

Best wishes, Mrs. Soares! 

Good luck to all classes in 
Field Day! 

Don't Forget - 
Michigan Math test - Oct. 12 
Winner Circle - Oct. 21 
ACT Testin - Oct. 29. 
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our winning Football Team 
The Highlander salutes 

Go Maples! 
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NEW YEAR BRINGS CHAls 
A new school year usually brings 

changes, and this year is no excep-
tion for Seaholm. For example, stu-
dents are already aware of the 
difficulty in changing classes, a 
process that was relatively easy 
last year. The 83-84 school year 
will also be characterized by 
stricter attendance policies, espe-
cially for homeroom, and the 
enforcement of a new rule which pro-
hibits food outside of the cafeteria 
and commons. 

Reacting to the dismal report of 
the Presidential Study Commission 
on Education last year on the state 
of American public schools, the 
Seaholm administration has decided 
to "crack down on kids," reports Mr. 
Scott, dean of the upper school. 
The new year will show a "much 
tighter emphasis on attendance," he 
said, "especially dealing with 
homeroom." 

Many students complain about 
strict 	homeroom 	attendance 
policies, claiming that there is no 
point in attending homeroom. Mr. 
Scott believes, however, that re-
quiring students to attend homeroom 
will "put them on the right track 
for the day," and they will attend 
the rest of their scheduled classes. 

The failure to attend homeroom 
without a legitimate excuse will re-
sult in a detention. If the de-
tention isn't served in seven days, 
the student will be issued a one day 
suspension. 

Attendance at assemblies has al-
so been made mandatory. If a stu-
dent is not at the assembly, he will 
be issued a detention by his 

homeroom teacher. (The rationale 
for this action is that it is hard 
to conduct an effective pep rally 

STUDENTS FACE MORE RIGID 

when there are more players on the 
floor than people in the stands.) 

Another change to be implemented 
this September concerns the Win-
ner's Circle. The PTSA surveyed 
students at registration for sug-
gestions for improving their activ-
ities, and as a result the format 
was modified. This year the PTSA 
will not use student assistance in 
running the Circle, and dances will 
be held in the gym to provide more 
space and easier access. 

Still another change made this 
year of which students may be una-
ware is the new "no food outside" 
rule. A student cannot eat lunch in 
the courtyard or walk anywhere on 
campus with food or drink. This 
regulation was enacted with the hope 
of keeping the courtyard and school 
grounds clean and free of rodents. 
It was also intended as a means to 
keep the entire school cleaner. 

REGISTRATION POLICY, 

Last spring the Commons 
Courtyard Committee was able to 
have a wall constructed between 
the commons courtyard and the 
playing field. Students may now 
gather there between classes and 
be protected from the elements. 
The tunnel, which had previously 
been used for this purpose, is 
not clear for students who must 
pass through it between classes. 

At first glance the changes 
may be unwelcome by some 
students, even thought to be un-
fair, but members of the adminis-
tration have stated that the 
students' best interests were 
taken into consideration before 
the plans were enacted. Said 
Mrs. Baldridge, Assistant Prin-
cipal, "The changes were made so 
that every student can get the 
best education possible, because 
that's why we're here." 



Plonka Serious about Office 
Frank Plonka has certainly 
wasted no time in getting himself 
known for this 83-84 school year. 
The Student Congress elections 
were held a few weeks ago, and 
Frank, after surprising quite a 
few people with his campaign 
speech, won the prestigious of-
fice of President. 

There did seem to be some 
question, however, as to Frank's 
intent on running. His speech, 
given to the freshmen, sophomore 
and junior classes, was a stunt 
solely designed for recognition. 
The other nominees were giving 
serious speeches, to which Frank 
replied, "I could do that, too, 
but then no one would remember 
me. This was just a way of get-
ting attention." Frank started 
off the speech with a Mr. 
Rogers-type pitch, and continued 
with two Seaholm graduates from 
last semester rallying behind 
him. 	 FRANK PLONKA EASY 

Many students' main concern 
now that he has been elected is 	ABOUT NEW YEAR, 
whether or not Frank is really 
serious and capable enough to 
take on the responsibility of 
Student 	Congress 	President. 
Frank says he is "as serious as 
the next nominee," and "That's 
why I gave the seniors a serious 
speech." 

Frank does have some new ideas 
and 	suggestions 	for 
Congress-sponsored 	events, 
though he did not make them wide-
ly known during the campaign. 
"I'd like to see a homecoming 
dance like traditional high 
schools have, but then we run in-
to the problem of Field Day." He 
is referring to the conflict of 
having too many school activ-
ities. He also mentioned a 
Congress-sponsored 	Valentine's 
dance, which would be a first. 

Frank is looking forward to 
the start of Student Congress af-
ter Field Day. That's when we'll 
see our newly elected president 
in action. 
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in a Day's Work 

Everyone has heard of Student 
Congress, but not everyone knows 
exactly what they do. Student 
Congress has three main func-
tions. The first is to represent 
the student body so that the stu-
dents have a voice in determining 
school policies. Sometimes the 
Congress acts as an advisory 
group to Mr. Wallendorf when he 
wishes to know the students' 
opinions. 

The second function of the 
Congress is to act as a fund 
raising organization for worth-
while causes such as the Salva-
tion Army and UNICEF. 

The third function of the Con-
gress is to act as a social or- 
ganization. 	 Activities 
sponsored in the past have in-
cluded Rent-a-Group and Florida 
Days. 

The major problem the Con-
gress has encountered is a lack 
of communication with the rest of 
the school. Both Mr. Scott, the 
upper scnool uedn, ana mr. 
Boreland, the faculty advisor, 
wish that the Congress could es-
tablish a closer relationship 
with the student body. They feel 
that regular visits to homerooms 
would help to accomplish this. 
During these visits represen-
tatives would survey students to 
see what their concerns are, and 
inform them of current Congress 
activities. 

Some of the activities the 
Student Congress is planning for 
this semester include a blood 
drive on October 20, the annual 
UNICEF collection on Halloween, 
and a Canned Food Drive in Decem-
ber. 

Here is the complete list of 
Student 	 Congress 
representatives: 	President, 
Frank Plonka; Vice President, 
Lynn Hansen; Corresponding Sec-
retary, Susan Maentz; Recording 
Secretary, 	Gingie 	Thompson; 
Treasurer, Martha Hageman. 
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CARY McTIGUE 

1966-1983 

My best friend Cary 
Mctigue 	was born November 
13, 1966, and he died Sep-
tember 23, 1983. 

He was born and raised in 
the same house on Emmons, in 
Birmingham. Since childhood 
he has been active in the 
community and religiously 
oriented, attending church 
regularly. Cary was also 
well known for his studious 
behavior, and was well liked 
by his teachers. 	He made 
the Honor Roll in his last 
year. 

Cary was a very avid 
baseball 	follower; 	he 
pitched on many leagues in 
Birmingham and Pennsylvania. 

Cary was always the 
friend to rely upon; he of-
ten went out of his way for 
his friends. 	I know he has 
often done this for me. 

Cary was always one to 
brighten the spirits. He 
always laughed first, and 
often 	loudest. 	Virtually 
anyone who met Cary instant-
ly took a liking to him; he 
never alienated anybody. 

My best friend is now a 
statistic to be written down 
in some book somewhere. 

Cary and I were as close 
as any brothers, which is 
why I want to say that he 
wasn't just a statistic. 	He 
was a good kid and a great 
friend. 

Finally I would like to 
say, "Good bye,Cary--you 
will be sorely missed." 

Chad Scott 
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Feb. Field Day ? 

Upper School Dean Charlie 
Scott has a few very interesting 
and sensible ideas in mind to im-
prove life at Seaholm. Perhaps 
his foremost idea is to change 
Field Day's date to some time in 
February. This plan could take 
effect in the 1984-85 school 
year, and could possibly improve 
Field Day for many years to come. 

The major reason for wanting 
to change Field Day's date, ac-
cording to Mr. Scott, is that it 
would give all the classes more 
time to prepare for this special 
event. Also, if Field Day were 
held in February instead of Octo-
ber, it would give the freshmen 
class and its officers more time 
to get to know each other and to 
start pulling together as a team. 

A third reason to hold Field 
Day in February is that it would 
chase away some of the "February 
blahs." If students were to 
start planning Field Day activ-
ities at the beginning of 
February and continue to do so 
for three weeks(it would have to 
be held before midwinter break), 
their spirits would be lifted by 
their involvement. 

So far, the idea of holding 
Field Day in February seems to be 
a good one; however, it has its 
disadvantages, too. First, some 
of the field events normally held 

would have to be altered. For 
example, it would be hard to 
practice relay races outside in 
the snow, and also difficult to 
use the gym for this purpose, as 
the gym is used for basketball 
practice during the winter. 

However, this is not a problem 
with no solution; other events 
could be used in place of relay 
races. 

Although Mr. Scott admit 
that changing Field Day to Febru-
ary would undoubtedly conflict 
with the musical, he feels the 
idea should still be given con-
sideration. 
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Sports' nullget Shrinks 

The 	problem 	of 	budget 
shrinkage coming up against ever 
expanding interests is affecting 
probably every person in this 
school in some way. This is true 
not only in academics, but in 
sports as well. The athletic 
program has been forced to econo- 
mize 	in 	many 	unavoidable, 
painful ways. 

The major drain on the budget 
can be attributed to three 
things: salaries for coaches and 
officials, equipment, and bus 
fees. 

The obvious way of reducing 
costs is to eliminate some coach-
ing positions, and this is some-
times done. The main drawback to 
such a move, clearly, is that 
there can be no team without a 
coach; hence, the sport is elimi-
nated. That, in turn, gets rid 
of officials' pay, equipment 
costs and bus fees in one utterly 
devastating blow. 

Snorts teams such as Water 
Polo and Gymnastics have, unfor-
tunately, felt the ax. It truly 
seems a waste not to give an op-
portunity to such fine gymnasts 
as Patty Mills and Pam Tanase to 
excel in something they have 
worked on so _seriously. 

Nevertheless the fact still 
remains that the activities 
which produce the most interest 
will be the last to go. 
Football, for example, is the 
most expensive program to run, 

,yet it is able to balance itself 
out with the amount of people who 
see the games. Not only that, 
but there are more than enough 
people wanting to play to justify 
its existence. 

Now the question ot VI-Ow to 
deal with the problem of shrink-
ing athletic funds arises. There 
appears to be one or more sol-
utions: The most obvious and 
easy answer is to form a club. 
For example, many people talk 
about making raquetball a school 
sport. After what has already 
been said, it is obvious that 
this is a near impossibility. 
The people interested in this 
sport, 	however, 	put 	up 
signs(with 	permission, 	of 
course) and got together a siza- 
ble 	group 	of 	people. 
Arrangements were made for inde-
pendent transportation, and a 
special program wa4 worked out 
with a local raquet club. 

Students interested in start-
ing a sports club might learn 
from the raquetball enthusiasts'. 
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