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Environment loses to money woes Science is not only mind boggling 
oney is the big concern of everybody these days, students 
included. No wonder, with unemployment so high, college 
costs soaring and the recent state of the economy. How-
ever, people are neglecting other important issues in their 

worry over economic matters, In the early '70's environmental-
ists took heart as the ecology fad swept the country and the pub-
lic became aware, but now more pressing issues such as aquiring 
enough energy take precedence over environmental concerns, 
Though it left its mark, the ecology fad is over along with the 
"natural" fad which pervaded so much advertising. Seaholm has 
no ecology club and for the past, few years has had no science 
club. Apparently, environmental apathy has set in. 

Yet, there *are still major environmenial issues to be solved. 
'Many people seem to think that the battle against pollution and 
destruction of wildlife is over since so many fights have been won. 
Just as many problems exist now as in earlier decades, though. 
Take air pollution, for instance: This is one thing we rarely no-
tice. Air pollution never concerned me. It was difficult to see any 
problem there until I went backpacking last summer in a wilderness 
area of the Rockies. After, when I "hit" civilization, I really 
found out what air pollution is. In spite of the low MURC index 
readings, we must face the fact that our care  are contaminating the 
air. 

Water pollution is another problem still around though there 
have been improvements, Think of how few rivers are fit to swim in 
and how few streams in the whole country are safe to drink from. 
A less tangible form of plolution, noise pollution, constitutes 
a major problem, now. Even the countryside is effected by this, 
with the advent of the snowmobile. Recently; on an Audubon bird 
hunt out near Oxford', the participants could lq.ve  counted more 
strowmobiles than birds. Noise from snowmobiles upsets wildlife 
behavior enough in many cases to prevent breeding; thus the ani-
mals die out or move elsewhere if they can find a place in our 
shrinking wilderness 

Endangered animals still constitute a major problem, in spite 
of legislation protection many of them. In Alaska, the last strong-
hold of the timber wolf in the U.S., there is currently a battle over 
whether to exterminate large numbers of them. Moose hunters are 
blaming the wolves for the decline of the moose population and prod-
ding legislators to kill the wolves rather than curb hunting. Govern-
ment officials last year had plans to kill a certain percentage of 
wolves (without knowing just how many there were), in spite of 
research which shows that moose and wolf populations balance 
each other out. 

Obviously, the battle for the environment has just begun. Now 
is the time that we must take action on environmental issues. be-
fore irreversable damage is done to the earth. Soon, we will be old 
enough to vote; many seniors already can. Even though the economy 
is down and energy is desperately needed, we must consider these 
environmental issues before it is too late. Perhaps in ten or twenty 
years, business will be booming again and people will be less 
worried about their security. But ten to twenty years will be too 
late for some issues. If we hope to preserve ourselves and the en-
vironment, we must take action now. 

Margamt Auld 
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but it can also be hair-raising 

Nv- ithin this age of rapidly expanding ideas, most people need 
some background in science. This is in ordei "to make 
important intellectual and practical decisions about changes 
in our society," states Mr. Bedor, head of Seaholm's sci-

ence department. 
For example, the question of nuclear power, what the advantages 

and disadvantages entail. Even with just a little scientific know-
ledge it will help one to understand a little about a concept and 
therefore help one to make an intelligent evaluation. 

Other practical applications of scientific principles occur in 
everyday life when you use a "TV, turn on a light and just about 
anything else you can think of." 

Out of the over 2000 students who will attend Seaholm, approxi-
mately 60% of them take science in any one year. Most take Biology 
in tenth grade, Chemistry in eleventh and Physics in  twelfth, although 
there is quite a bit of variance with choices of different chemistry 
and physics courses plus advanced classes. Also offered is Phy-
sical Science which goes briefly into both chemistry and physics. 

Sophomores and Juniors are reminded to turn in their 
schedules for next year. The administration would like these 
in as soon as possible so that they can set up a master 
schedule. Because of a drop in student enrollment and a 
subsequent drop in state aid, a cut back in some offerings 
is forcasted. 

4l 	  
A recent change in the science department has been the intro-

duction of an individualized PSSC physics course for the students 
who want to get away from the usual classroom lecture technique 
and work at their own pace. Changes in the Biology II curriculum 
that now offers students a marking period to do projects of their own 
choosing with ten dollars to work with. 

When asked what changes he would like to see in the Science 
Department, Mr. Bedor said that "I would like to see the available 
funds, facilities and motivation of interest to enable both faculty 
and students to branch out into alternate modes of study and instruc. 
tion. I'd ,like to see more offerings for the non-college bound stu-
dents if the student interest was there." 

Besides being head of the Science Department, Mr. Bedor also 
teaches Physics. Physics has no real definition of what it is but 
Mr. Bedor attempted to explain it thusly, "Physics is an attempt to 
build a model of the physical world and for example answer questions 
such as What is light? or What is electricity?" 

Pictured on the cover is a Van de Graab accelorator. A Van de 
Graab accelorator is a type of static electric generator which, in 
this case, creates a haimraising situation for senior Bill Hartman. 
This is caused by the static electricity going from the metal ball on 
the top of the machine and traveling through Bills' body and then 
causing his hair to stick up. This static electricity is the same 
that everyone experiences when they shuffle across a carpeted room 
and touch a metal object, receiving a spark, which is what would 
happen to Bill if he let go of the ball before the machine was turned 
off. 	 Fd Von Hoene 

Teachers waste student's time 
filling out the slips, and then 
put them out. And on top of 
that, in the middle of the class 
the helpers interrupt it by open-
ing the door and asking for 
them. The average time for my 
teachers to do this is 7% min-
utes. 
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paid at Birmingham, Mi. 
Vol, 35, No. 23 March 18, 1975 
Thomas C. Hammel, Publisher 

Dear Editor, 
In reply to teachers who 

think that the announcements 
take too long. I can see your 
point even if I don't agree with 
you. But, how about us kids 
who want to get something done 
in class, We have to wait for you 
to finish taking attendance, Beth Maxwell 



Gordon Eason, head of set 
construction, checks the hang-
ing of a door. Kim Olthoff and Jane Leffler, two paint crew members, paint. 
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School Affairs 

Crei tuc'eles 

great challenges 
ith the production of 
"My Fair Lady" only 
5 weeks away, the paint 
and construction crews 

are busily at work producing 
what Mr. Taylor calls "the 
most extensive sets ever" in 
play productions. 

In the past month alone they 
have put in well over eighty 
hours of after 'School work. The 
crew heads, Gorden Eason, con-
struction, and Jane Michel, 
painting, are both extremely sat-
isfied with what the crews have 
produced thus far. Construction 
already has finished 2 large 
pieces of set, completing the 
Higgins' study and are cur-
rently working on an English 
pub and the entrance to Hig-
gins' home. 

The paint crew, with ap-
proximately thirty volunteers 
and under the close direction 
of Jane and Mr. Cavanary, is 
steadily splashing color on eve-
ry set just as soon as it is com-
pleted. Thus far they are almost 
finished with the Higgins' study 
set. 

—Laura Wallace 

Seaholm sweeps 

forensic meets 
eaholm's Speech Team 
started its season on a 
successful note by 
traveling to Battle Creek 

for the first tournament of the 
year on March 6. While only 
entering 16 contestants, the team 
neverless placed second overall, 
only beaten by Portage Northern, 
who entered 48. Individual 
trophies were won by Phil Siegel, 
who placed third in storytelling  

and Tom Leathley for first in 
boy's oratory. 

Seaholm then hosted 400 
Michigan contestants at their 
own tournament, hen March 13. 
The crew from F109 won their 
own tournament, but declined to 
accept the sweepstakes trophy. 
Individual placings include Phil 
Siegel in Storytelling; the cast 
of Equus for first in Multiples; 
MollyMoons for first in Humorous; 
Tom Leathley for first in boys' 
oratory; and Steve Brewer for 
third in Serious. 

Seaholm travels to Dearborn 
March 20, and then on to NFL 
Districts. 

—Tom Leathley 

Board studying 

budget cutbacks 
he Board of Education 
has been continuing 
special study sessions 
discussing the present 

and future budget of the Birming- 
ham schools. The 3 quarter of a 
million dollars deficit which  

now faces the Cityof Birmingham 
has created drastic plunges in 
the 	administrative, 	supply, 
maintenance cost and in the 
co-curricular areas. 

"These reductions," Dr. 
Peckenpaugh explained, "are 
necessary because of cuts in 
state aid and because of the loss 
of business inventories as a 
source of school support." 

The preliminary budget would 
reduce programs and services by 
$777,400 and expenditures of 
$200,000 that were adopted on 
January 6. 

The Board expects that budget 
cuts of this size are going to 
hurt, but it is hoped that these 
sharp changes will not place a 
total burden on support of 
particular activities such as 
athletics, art or music. 

The Board has also authorized 
the superintendent to apply for 
$55,000 under the Community 
School Act. If the grant is 
received, the money will used be 
to develop Community Education 
programs in the local school 
level. 

—Linda Maguran 

Y.M.C.A. 
Driver 

Education 

STATE APPROVED 
Boys and Girls 

15, 16, 17 yrs. old 
Tue. , Wed., Thur. 

6:30-8:30 

472 Week Course 

Classes Start: 

April 6 

NO RANGE DRIVING 

Call now- 644-9036 

Learn To Drive 

METHOD 
DRIVING SCHOOL 
NEARBY CLASSES 

"ARPROVED" 
COURSE FOR TEENS 
547-4105 -- 643-6060 
	-41b 
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KINCAIDS 
SCHOOL JEWELRY 

ENGRAVING 
205 E. MAPLE BIRMINGHAM 

between Woodward & Hunter 	MI-4-7830 

Sport Shoes 

at their 

best 

Hansel 'n' Gretel Shoppe 
147 West Maple, Birmingham Modeled by Wendy Gillette 
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V-Ball squad 

finishes season 

E
ach year about this time 
volleyball players from 
all over the state create 
their own brand-  of March 

Madness. Last Week's pre-
regionals were the first step in 
the tournaments to determine a 
state champion. 

The Seaholm Maples soundly 
defeated the squad from R ochester 
Adams in two straight games by 
scores of 15-5 and 15-11. In the 
first game Joanne Smeak scored 
the first six points and Pat 
Swanson finished the game with 
nine consecutive serves. 

In regional play MSA league,  
champion, Groves, outlasted the, 
Maplettes tontake the match. The 
Seaholm squad played well but 
was defeated 15-8 in the opening 
game. In the second game a 
balanced team effort led to a 
Seaholm victory by a 15-13 score. 
The Falcons were able to come 
back and win the final game 
15-7 and the match. This loss 
eliminated Seaholm from further 
tournament play. 

The Maples ended the year 
with a losing record, winning 
only three matches. This dis-
appointing record does not re-
flect how well the Seaholm  

girls played throughout the 
season in an extremely tough 
league against such formidable 
teams as Ferndale and Kimball. 

The team was led this year 
by senior co-captains Lynn 
Winders and Heather Campbell. 
The senior dominated squad 
included Jenny Breilmaier, 
Sandy Hague, Pat Swanson, 
Kathy Merdian, Mickey Swart 
and Annette Wildeman. 

Junior Joanne Smeak and 
sophomore Mary O'Donnell will 
be the core of next year's team. 

—Patty Hagen 

Lori Wettlaufer 
dives for fifth 

earborn High School de-
feated favored Ann Arbor 
Pioneer and upended 
defending 	champion 

Birmingham Groves in the 52nd 
annual state swimming meet. 
This was Dearbom's fourth 
state title in six years, but the 
first for new head coach Jack 
Dunworth. The Dearborn coach 
was also elected coach of the 
year by all the state class A 
coaches. 

For Groves it ended a dream 
of capturing two state titles in 
a row. What even hurt more was 
the fact that Ann Arbor Pioneer 
beat out Groves by one point for 
the runner-up trophy. 

The top six scores were: 1. 
Dearborn, 150; Ann Arbor Pioneer, 
130; Birmingham Groves, 129; 
Ann Arbor Huron 126; 5. Bloom-
field Hills Andover 99; and 6. 
Rochester Adams, 57. 

There were only two quali-
fiers in the top twelve for Sea-
holm. Lori Wettlaufer captured 
a fifth place in one meter diving. 
She had a score of 392.30. In 
the 400 freestyle relay, Seaholm 
took tenth place with a time of 
3:20.1. The relay consisted of 
Joel Moore, Eric Overhardt, 
Jon Hanson and Rob Distler. 

There were four state records 
broken in the meet. The 200 
individual medley was passed 
by Paul Griffith of Ann Arbor 
in a time of 1:56.293. Martin 
Szuba of Dearborn broke the 
state record in the 100 butterfly 
in the preliminaries with a time 
of 51.284. The 100 breast stroke 
record was dropped by Bob 
Lazar also of Dearborn in 
59.122. Ann Arbor Huron cap-
tured the 400 freestyle relay 
with a 3:12.45. Their team con-
sisted of Griffith, Olney, Spaid 
and Martin. 

— Curt Carson 

Buy Classifieds 

,It's mot 

too late.. • 

76 PIPER $9.00 

75 PIPER $6.00 

74 PIPER $3.00 

( in Rm. F 115 ) 

Bitterle's 
• Marathon Service 

• 1712 Maple 644-0225 

Photo by Alex Mo3 
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