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School Affairs 

Go to symposium 

Honor seniors 

ast week six seniors 
were chosen as the 
Who's Who candidates. 
They 	will 	receive 

recognition in the yearbook for 
their contributions to the class 
of '76. The six finalists include; 
Steve Bottum, Dan Doctoroff, Sue 
Miller, Phil Siegel, Shari Streit 
and Donna Watton. 

As in the past, the commit-
tee that made the final decision 
found it very hard to choose 
only six students out of the 
whole class. The committee 
consisted of three faculty 
members and two students. A 
group of people selected a list 
of nominees from which the 
seniors chose six. From there, 
twelve 	semi-finalists 	were 
tallied and the committee chose 
the final six. 

Congratulations to all the 
finalists. Your work and support 
for the class of '76 has been 
greatly appreciated. 

—Betsy Fletcher 

The Highlander is a weekly 
publication published by the 
students of the Ernest W. Sea-
holm High School, 2436 West 
Lincoln, Birmingham, Mich. 
48009. Subscription price: $3 
per year; 82 per semester; 15¢ 
per single copy. Second class 
postage paid at Birmingham, 
Mich. 
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The Highlander urges reforms 
of unreasonable marijuana laws 

D ue to inconclusive evidence concerning possible health and 
legal problems, The Highlander advocates the decriminaliza-
tion of marijuana. 

To us, decriminalization seems the only logical outcome 
to the marijuana issue. Too many young people are being arrested 
and being dealt jail sentences, fines and damaging criminal records. 
Over 20,000 Michiganders were arrested for pot violations in 1975. 
Youths under 17 comprised about 30% of this total. Shamefully, 
these arrests do little or nothing to stop one from using pot. Our 
criminal laws punishing marijuana users, based on rising year by 
year statistics, are ineffective as a deterrent. The penalties are 
also unreasonably harsh and bog down the court system and police, 
diverting them from the pursuit of hard drug traffic. 

The states of California, Alaska, Colorado, Oregon and Maine 
have made a pot violation appear in much the same light as a traffic 
ticket. The maximum sentence for possession or non-profit sale in 
these states is a 8100 fine and NO criminal record. This approach to 
the controversy has been pleasingly successful. "By any measuralbe 
standard, it has been a success," reports Lane County, Oregon, D.A. 
Pat Horton. Criminal penalties in that state were removed back in 
1973. In Oregon, offenders just pay a ticket, much simpler than 
processing an arrest. Since decriminalization, no increase has been 
noted in pot use though 30% more are being nailed for civil violations. 

Colorado also appears satisfied with their results. County 
prosecutors say there is no increase in use plus they are saving a 
substantial amount of money and manpower. 

"No longer are we bogged down with 1,800 cases a year that 
otherwise would have come to our office," states Colorado D.A. 
Richard Wood. 

Mr. Wood points out perhaps the major reason for decriminalization. 
That is, to allow police, courts and penal institutions to concentrate 
their efforts in the areas of serious drugs and dangerous crimes. 
Removal of criminal penalties clearly will save our government time, 
money and manpower. 

In Alaska, courts have ruled that possession for personal use in 
the home is protected by state and federal constitutions under the 
right of pricacy. This judgement should have future implications on 
the subject in other states. 

On the national scene, Attorney General Edward Levi has 
spoken out in support of reducing the punishment for possession. 

"I think that most people agree that possession of small amounts 
of marijuana, whether it should be decriminalized or not, ought to be 
downgraded in terms of the penalty." 

Many promenent senators including Bayh, Hart and Javits as well 
several presidential candidates urge reforms. 

Currently, a marijuana reform bill is in the Michigan House. It 
reomves jail sentences for the use, possession and distribution of 
up to 3.5 ounces of marijuana. Offenders would get a traffic ticket 
type citation with a maximum 8100 fine and no criminal record. A 
maximum 90 days and 8100 fine will be levied for possession of 
larger amounts. The four year maximum penalty for sale and posses-
sion with the intent to deliver remains the same. 

State Representative William Bryant responds, "I think it's a 
reasonable bill and does provide a better way to treat the problem of 
marijuana use.'' 

We urge the passage of the bill. As law, it would help alleviate 
our overcrowded, understaffed court system. The bill would remove 
the unfair penalties and the scar of a young person acquiring a 
criminal record for a minor offense. Since current laws do not deter 
pot use, the law should not cause an increase in people using 
marijuana or its availability. 

Healthwise, marijuana still has not been clearly proven harmful 
to the individual or society. We do feel, however, that long term 
studies do have merit in resolving the issue once and for all. Studies 
should and must continue on the effects of marujuana in the regular 
user to decisively gage its safety over the long run. We also feel 
that the government should do more in the line of public information 
on the marijuana mystery. 

In he future, when more information is gathered, the possibility 
of legalization can be realized. A University of Florida economist 
who has studied marijuana, came up with an interesting proposition. 
Ile believes that the government could market marijuana much the 
same way liquor is marketed. Under the present market, he estimates 
that the government could.make two billion dollars annually. For the 
time being though, society seems ill-prepared for legalization but 
overripe for decriminalization. 

Quote of the Week: 
A high-ranking Colorado official. 
"The cost of the criminal sanction is simply not worth it ... even 

if we were to assume that the use of marijuana is as harmful as the 
use of alchohol, which is demonstrably is not, that would not effect 
the basic issue. It is not a health issue. It is an issue of criminal 
law." 

wo 	seniors, 	Susan 
Kilgore and Margaret 
Auld, have been chosen 
to represent Seaholm at 

the Twelfth Annual Southeastern 
Michigan Junior Science and 
Hurnanities Symposium, Feb. 
20-21 at Wayne State University. 
Participating in this year's 
symposium will be 150 high 
school students and 75 teachers 
from Detroit area counties. No 
teachers from Seahohn are going. 

Speaking at this year's 
symposium, based on the theme 
"The Bicentennial: Learn from 
the Past—Learn for the Future," 
will be well-known scientists 
Featuring Dr. Christian B. 
Anfinsen, 1972 Nobel Prize 
winner in Chemistry. Other 
major speakers include Dr. 
Richard D. Alexander of the 
University of Michigan, Judge 
Charles W. Joiner and Dr. Angus 
Campbell, Director of the 
Institute for Social Research at 
the University of Michigan, 
several other scholars will be 
conduction sessions on art, 
architecture, biology, medicine, 
psychology and health. 

, Twelve students will be 
presenting papers at the sym-
posium. Seaholm's representa-
tives, both Biology II students, 
had no time this year to prepare 
papers. Also at the symposium 
will be Wayne State University's 
Dance Workshop, presenting a 
lecture-demonstration of different 
American dance styles. This 
year's symposium, sponsored by 
the U.S. Army Research Office, 
U.S. Army Tank-Automotive 
Command and Wayne State U. will 
be held in the McGregorMemorial 
Conference Center Vat Wayne 
State U. in Detroit. 
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Sports 

Bean brothers 

spark victory 

here would the Seaholm 
Maples be right now if 
it weren't for Dave and 
Dan Bean. Well, not 

tied for first place in the SMA, 
that's certain. The dazzling 
basketball duo combined for 
48 points, and Dan accounted 
for the winning basket in the 
'`game of the year." The aggres-
sive play of Chris Smith, the 
rebounding power that Jim Fox 
puts out, and the sharp shooting 
and defensive play by guards 
Doug Everard and Billy Brooks 
also meant the difference last 
Friday. Then there's Coach Bob 
Sherwood. His countless number 
of hours put into a season of 
basketball were really what 
sparked the Maples to come back 
from the eyes of defeat and 
snatch a victory and a tie for 
first place. What it comes down 
to is a 110% effort by everyone 
involved. 

Maple fans started chanting 
we're number one in the first 
quarter, as good shooting put 
them out in front 22-16 after 
one quarter of play. Chris Smith 
drew the task of covering 6'5" 
Mark Rowland, and held him 
well throughout the first quarter. 
It was Dave and Dan Bean taking 
care of the scoring chores for 
Seaholm as they charged out to 
10 point lead in the second 
period. Fast-breaking Kimball 
tightened up and Started a 
rampage of their own as Kevin 
Freisen and Mark Rowland pulled 
the Knight's to within 3 at the 
half, 35-32. 

The Maples saw there lead 
slowly slip away in the third 
quarter as Kimball cashed in, a 
22 point quarter, but still trailed 
by one, 55-54. Kimhall center 
Paul Ruff got into foul trouble, 
and was forced to loosen up a 
bit on the boards. 

Both team's literally traded 
baskets back and forth throughout 
much of the second half. Kimball 
finally opened up a comfortable 
lead at the 3:56 mark of the 
final stanza. With 1:11 seconds 
left to play, the Knights sunk 
two free throws to go  out in 
front 74-68 Some people thought 
it was over and took a head 
start to McDonalds. Those 
who left missed the part of the 
game that was most worth 
seeing. 

The last seconds saw Billy 
Brooks hit on a jump shot, 
Chris Smith nail a free throw 
and George Topous hit from 
15 feet. Seaholm was forced to 
commit fouls in the waning 
seconds in order to get a final 
shot. With 10 seconds left, 
and Kimball just simply running 
the clock out, guard Dan Bean 
took a desperation lunge at the 
ball, stole it, and scored the 
winning points. Had he missed 
it, Billy Brooks was there for 
a potential rebound. 

Complete mania broke out 
immediately 	after 	Bean's 
clinching lay-up. Kimball called 
a time-out with six seconds to 
play. I t took five minutes to get 
the game going again. Kimball 
threw the ball to Kevin Freisen; 
he drove down court and let a 
35 footer go with one second 
left. His shot was way "njf the 
mark, so Seaholm had themselves 
a 75-74 victory. 

Students poured on to the 
court as the gym echoed with 
the chant of "We're  number I!' 
Dave and Dan Bean were both 
carried off the court by they're 
teammates. 

Friday the Maples play ano-
ther must game against Berkley. 
Berkley, Seaholm and Kimball 
are all tied at the SMA top. The 
game is set for Berkley's new 
1500 seat field house. 

Tankers fail 
against ROK 

T he Seaholm Swimming 
Wolf Pack dropped two 
decisions this week to 
rivals Dearborn Edsel 

Ford and Royal Oak Kimball. 
The spirited Wolf Pack was 

ahead three-quarters through the 
meet but fell in the last few 
events to Edsel Ford. The major 
battle was spirit and team moral. 
Edsel Ford is known as one of 
the most spirited teams in the 
state. The Maples came out of 
the locker room and stood 
behind their teammates through 
the whole meet. Through spirit 
the swimmers were never behind. 
By the end of the meet the Edsel 
Ford team had won the meet 
96-76 but the wolf pack had won 
a victory in out-spiriting one of 
the best. Winners in the meet 
for the Maples were Rob Distler 
in the 50 and 100 freestyle and 
Lori Wettlaufer in the one 
meter diving. 

League rival Royal Oak 
Kimball took their revenge on 
Seaholm 104-68 winning all but 
two events. Despite the dif-
ference in score the races were 
close. The wolf pack still used 
this meet to their advantage by  

improving their times in every 
event. Usually when a team gets 
behind they fall apart and just 
go through the motions. How-
ever, this was not to be so for 
the Maples. 

The spirit and team moral 
kept them going through every 
event. When the meet was over, 
you didn't see a team that was 
down and upset but a team and 
a coach with high hopes for 
league. This is something to be 
proud of, when a team and coach 
got behind they did not quit. 

Winners in the meet were: Rob 
Distler won the 100 free and Lori 
Wettlaufer took top honors in the 
one meter diving. Rob qualified 
for state in the 50 and 100 
freestyles in times of 23.07 and 
50.4 respectively. The 400 
freestyle relay of Joel Moore, 
Eric Overhardt, Jack Gray and 
Rob Distler qualified for state 
with a time of 3:25.1. This time 
puts them sixth in the state as 
of right now. 

—Curt Carson 

rcpplers 3rd 
in SMA meet 

eahotms wrestling team 
placed third in a six 
team SMA division 
tourney Friday. Hazel 

Park came out on top. The 
Vikings compiled a total of 150 
points as all-stater Steve 
Fraizer led his team on to 
victory. Ferndale placed second 
with 89 points; Seaholm in third 
with 83 then there was Kimball, 
Berkley and Southfield. 

Dave Reyes was the key 
figure in Seaholm hopes of 
placing anywhere. Reyes took 
first in the 140 lbs weight class 
by pinning his man in 4:21 
seconds. Dave 'Coltman placed 
second, Winning by a score of 
5-3 in the 147 weight class. 
Steve Staggers also placed 
second winning 7-4 in the 119 
weight class. Mike Pulling got 
pinned by all-stater Steve 
Fraizer in the 185 weight class 
but placed second. 

V-Ball squad 

falls to Eagles 
azel Park proved to be 
too tough for the Seaholm 
varsity volleyball team 
last Monday when they 

defeated the Maplettes in two 
straight games. The Parkers got 
off to a fast start in the opening 
game downing the SHS girls 
15-6. In the second game the 
Maplettes played extremely well 
but still could not pull off the 
win, losing 14-16. Mickey Swart 
scored on six serves. 

Feb. 5 the Maplettes strongly 
challenged the first place 
Ferndale squad. The Eagles 
demonstrated 	their 	spiking 
talents throughout the match and 
the Maplettes were able to 
recover many of the spikes and 
keep the ball in play for many 
long volleys. Ferndale took the 
first game 15-7. In the final 
game the Maplettes got off to a 
good start and were ahead by 
four points but the Eagles 
outlasted the Seaholm squad and 
won 15-10 despite five points 
by Joanne Smeak. 

HazelPark and Ferndale were 
both upset by the Seaholm JV 
lats week. 

Jancy Jerome served 11 
points in the first game of the 
Hazel Park match as the Ma- 
plettes 	easily 	stopped 	the 
Parkers 15-6. The second game 
was much closer but the SHS 
team hung to win 16-14. 

Against 	Ferndale 	the 
Maplettes played two strong 
games winning both by a score 
of 15-13. Linda Fick and Libby 
Valentine each scored on four 
serves in the second game. The 
JV record stands at 4-1, 

Bitterle's 
Marathon Service 

1712 Maple 644-0225 

Sport Shoes 

at their 

best 

Shoppe 
247 West Maple, Birmingham 



Flowers of all kinds 

Parm enter 's 
Florist 

178 E. Ilrown, I ha in 

Modeled by Donny Hodde 	Photo by Alex Moy 

29305 Southfield Rd. In Farrells Shopping Center 
Open 11-9 Mon-Sat 	 557-6760 
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Books 

Durrell speaks 

about animals 

m y Family and Other 
Animals is the first of 
Gerald Durrell's hilarious 
accounts of his family's 

exploits on the Greek isle of 
Corfu. Having moved to Corfu at 
an early age, Durrell's main 
theme is his childhood there, 
especially his intense interest 
in the animal world. Many of the 
adventures recounted in the 
book caused by his urge to find 
out more about the island's 
fauna. This is punctuated by 
funny anecdotes and superb 
accounts of the escapades of 
his family and the ipeople of 
Corfu. 

The members of the family 
themselves provide much of the 
humor in some chapters. First 
there is one of Gerald Durrell's 
older brothers, Larry, who is an 
author. To say the least, Larry's 
life style is different. He thinks 
nothing of inviting a pair of 
drunken artists over forcocktails 
at two in the morning. This 
upsets Leslie, the other brother, 
whose hobby is gun collecting. 
His favorite past time is setting 
up shotgun traps to surprise the 
burglars he believes run rampant 
on the island. Margo, Gerald's 
sister, is oblivious to all of 
this since she is concerned only 
with losing both weight and acne. 
No cure is too radical for her to 
try. Then there is Mother, an 
amateur gourmet chef, who 
spends her time trying to keep 
track of her brood and under-
stand the maid, who speaks only 
Greek and is a champion 
hypochondriac. And finally there 
is Gerald himself, a youngster 
who always seems to be bringing 
strange creatures into the house. 
Unfortunately, the rest of the 
family doesn't appreciate j1is  

love of animals, especially 
scorpions in matchboxes! 

My Family and Other Animals 
is a fantastically funny book. 
It appeals to all sorts of people, 
whether they are interested in 
the people, the animals, or the 
island. Gerald Darrell has a 
great gift in being able to write 
beautiful and vivid descriptive 
passages as well as down right 
hilarious stories. 

Gerald Darrell was born in 
India and has been educated in 
many countries, among which are 
France, Switzerland, Italy and 
Greece. In 1947 he started col-
lecting animals for zoological 
parks around the world. He has 
written many books about his 
collecting experiences in the 
Cameroons and in South America. 
These include The Overloaded 
Ark, The Bala Beagles, and 
The Drunken Forest. Later, he 
and his wife started their own 
zoo with the purpose of breeding 
endangered species. This has 
developed into the Jersey 
Wildlife Preservation Trust. My 
Family and Other Animals is his  

most popular book, and has been 
translated into several different 
languages. He has written a 
sequel to it, Birds, Beasts, and 
Relatives. 

—Patty Moran 

The Record Market 
Warehouse 
Everyday Prices 

LP's 3.99 
Tapes 4.99 
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ENGRAVING 
205 E. MAPLE BIRMINGI JAM 
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Learn To Drive 

fa% 

METHOD 
DRIVING SCHOOL 
NEARBY CLASSES 

"AF'PROVED" 
COURSE FOR TEENS 
547-4105 — 643-6060 

Letters 

Seaholm needs 

more activities 

Dear Editor: 
In today's fast moving 

society, the most prevalent 
concern of most citizens is 
education. Likewise in Birming-
ham, thousands of dollars are 
spent annually in the up keep 
of one of the best school systems 
in the country. Obviously the 
primary concern of Seaholms 
educational 	staff 	is 	also 
education. Or is it? 

Education in the true sense 
involves teaching of not only 
required courses but construction 
of programs which enable a 
student to broadenhis knowledge 
in the arts, theater and music 
outside school hours—(not to 
say that the word extra-cur-
ricular is not known at Seaholm). 
But a person must either be a 
schizophrenic to be involved in 
the school activities here at 
Seaholm under the present 
system. Besides a very few and 
scattered events (Field Day, 
and school plays) there is 
virtually nothing for any eager 
student to become involved in. 

The reason for this lack of 
extra-curricular activities and 
teachers to sponsor them is 
rather vague. An opinion of 
some people is that too many 
students work after school. In 
regards to this, personally I 
would tend to believe that 
the work done by most students 
after school is somewhat 
questionable. 

Another not too believable 
excuse for the horrendous lack 
of school activities is student 
apathy. Everyone has an interest 
whether it is acting or under-
water basket weaving. So, ruling 
out student apathy, the lack of 
concern must be somewhere else,  

and a sure guess is the teachers. 
Teaching, does not end at 3:10 
every afternoon, but rather when 
a teacher can justly feel that he 
has fulfilled the sincere with 
of his or her students to be 
involved. A solution to this 
dilemma is definitely a greater 
participation of teachers with 
the students shared by a group. 
Only until we receive some 
teacher sponsorship, will it 
continue to be impossible for a 
student to brag about anything 
but a four-point average or 
bulging biceps. 

With this remark I make a 
further plea from many distressed 
students so that they can eceive 
some leadership in extra-cur-
ricular affairs and to help 
further their education through 
personal involvement. 

—Kean Spencer 

"Missiles" are 
harmless play 
Dear Editor: 

I think the 'Missile Throwing 
Policy' is very ineffective and 
in some cases ridiculous. 
Students at Seaholm who are 
seen, by members of the Seaholm 
staff, throwing mainly snowballs 
at this time of the year, are 
written down by the teacher 
who sees them. Soon after, the  

student is suspended from school 
for one day. 

Of course accidents may 
occur due to a flying snowball. 
Either physical harm or material 
harm. But on the other hand I 
think a very small minority of 
snowballs have been thrown with 
intended 	viciousness 	and 
destruction in mind by the 
thrower. My opinion is that the 
majority of snowballs are *thrown 
with fun intended. 

I also happen to know of a 
teacher at Seaholm who throws 
(not in a friendly manner) missiles 
at her students when she gets 
mad. I hope something can be 
done with both these situations 
so that the punishments are 
more fair—and are applied 
correctly. 

—Jayne Collins 

Programs break 

daily boredom 
Dear Editor: 

Seaholm should have many 
more special programs planned 
for the students. they are a 
great way to break up the daily 
routine and make school more 
interesting. 

The Bicentennial perfor-
mances were great, but since 
this wasn't required many 
students missed them. Many 
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students wanted to go but 
couldn't because they would 
have missed an important class 
or assignment. They at least 
should have made it so the entire 
class had to attend. 

The Swedish Dancers were 
also an enjoyable break. This 
too should have been required, 
it was a great chance to see a 
bit of other cultures. 

We also could use more 
group speakers at Seaholm. 
When we do get some they are 
usually just for one grade or 
class. We should have an open 
auditorium session where not 
only the classes they come to 
speak to can listen, but any 
other class or student from a 
study hall can come too. More 
speakers would make a more 
interesting way to learn. 

—Laura Betts 

Y.M.C.A. 
Driver 

Education 

STATE APPROVED 
Boys and Girls 

15, 16, 17 yrs. old 
Tue. , Wed. , Thur. 

6:30-8:30 

41 /2  Week Course 

Classes Start: 

February 24 

NO RANGE DRIVING 

Call now- 644-9036 



A new 

is at the Village Green 

newly remodeled, new merchandise featuring 

Imports from CHINA and INDIA 

Painter pants ... Shirts ... Jewelry ... Tops ... 

and of course the biggest selection of 

0111468 NiceIr 
blue jeans in town. 

138 SOUTH WOODWARD 642-4994 
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