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Future of education discussed 

candidly by leading lecturer 
eaholm 1990 
There are no tests. Students may study what they want to 
study for as long as they want to. Thinking, decision making 
and creativity will be stressed rather than facts and data. 

Sound good? 
If Robert Theobald had his way our system of education would 

function in this manner. The cambridge and Harvard educated Mr. 
Theobald is a well known author—lecturer. Speaking as a guest of 
the Birmingham Board of Education Nov. 12 at Groves, he was 
articulately outspoken. Eccentric yet down to earth, the lanky 
Englishman points out basic flaws in our educational system. 

"Education is irrelevant in far too many areas," he comments. 
"The work simply is not challenging enough." 

Generally this may be the case, but the roots are deeper. Says 
Theobald, "Education is socialization. In other words, to prepare 
others to live in the world. Yet the system seems to be a preparation 
for life rather than life itself." 

Truly the classroom situation offers a very limited view on life. 
Textbooks are but a na,rrow anlge. But what options do we have? 

Theoblad offers a start but no real solution. "We must change 
our way of thinking. For too  long we have structured knowledge 
wrongly. Options of problems must be explored. All of the possi-
bilities. all of the 'depends on' should be encountered. I label it 
the Problem Possibility Structure." 

With his new structure, out goes our "outdated" evaluation 
system. Theobald puts it in logical terms. "Grades don't measure 
much. They don't correlate with success or intelligence, only ones' 
grade getting ability." 

I can, and perhpas you will be able to relate to this. Many times 
you cram for tests, take the test, and flush out the knowledge and 
replace it with new temporary knowledge. This is because the brain 
has short run storage space — perfect for tests. Theoblad pushes for 
lasting imagination and ideas. Along these lines he states, "Schools 
teach facts and data instead of thinking, decision making, being 
imaginative or creative." People are taught that to any question 
there is an easy answer. Teachers are taught not to be human beings. 

The brunt of this argument is that human character and person-
ality must be applied better to problems. I would echo this idea 
that our human resources could be put to better use in making social 
improvements. Certainly a redevelopment of genuine trust between 
teachers and students would help. 

Lastly he points out that humans must be treated for and cared 
for as individuals. "There is a need to educate people differently. 
Kids must be challenged to make decisions because they will need 
this skill to survive. For the present, kids are jumping through 
hoops. Education must be made challenging and fun.., it seems 
now that the system knows more about the individual than does 
the individual himself." 

The problems have been pointed out. How do we begin to move 
in the right direction? 

Theobald sums it up neatly. "Culture is in worse shape than 
we realize. The system doesn't work because nobody feels re-
sponsible for the student. People must risk change. People must 
answer fundamental questions." 

With that he departed. No solution. No plan of attack. 
The problems, as he sees them, have been stated. I have my 

doubts as to the degree of urgency; but agreed, our educational 
system must be improved. The Birmingham School System has to 
make changes to keep pace with our society. Learning should be 
flexible and fun. Kids must be motivated and have the will to want 
to learn. As society progresses, so must education. 

Albial is small 
and personal 

mall and personal are 
words often used to 
describe Albion College. 
Albion is a private four 

year coeducational college of 
the liberal arts but it also has 
many pre-professional courses 
There are about 1,750 students 
on the Albion campus which is 
located in Albion, Michigan on 
the Kalamazoo River. The 
college is about two hours from 
B irmingham. 

Students who would like to 
attend Albion are recommended 
to have a strong background in 
English, math, science and 
social sciences. The SAT or 
ACT is required for admission. 

Albion has a new "indivi-
dualized curriculum" which 
provides students with many 
options. Students may choose 
m any° f their courses individually 
while fulfilling the "core 
requirement" for graduation. 
This adds a personal touch not 
usually found in large '"assembly 
line" public universities. 

The basic annual fee to 
attend Albion College is 
$4,190 (75-76 year) which 
covers tuition, room and board, 
This does not include individual 
course fees, books tnd supplies, 
and personal and traveling 
expenses. Approximately 40% of 
Albion's students receive some 
form of financial aid. Many 
scholarships, grants, loans and 
work opportunities are available. 
Fill ancial aid is awarded, on the 
basis of need, academic promise 
and presonal merit. 

There is a wide variety of 
extra-curricularactivities for the 
students to participate in. These 
include many clubs, and a wide 
range of intramural and inter-
collegiate sports for both 
women and men, Many students 
are involved in drama, debate, 
vocal and instrumental music, 
forensics and student publi-
cations. 

—Patty Hagen 

Economist says 
nation illiterate 

s. Sylvia Porter, in her 
Sept. 15 speech to the 
Economic 	Club 	of 
Detroit, said we are a 

nation of economic illiterates. 
She put most of the blame on our  

high school education system. 
Ms. Porter, a nationally syn-
dicated daily columnist on 
economics said, "The American 
market place is an economic 
jungle and it can easily destroy 
all who are ignorant of the 
basic guides for survival." 

She said that less.than four 
out of ten U.S. high schools 
offer separate courses in 
economics and only two of the 
ten require it. Total time spent 
in high schools is 3,557 hours. 
Thus a student who takes an 
economic course spends little 
over 10% of total hours studying 
it. 

Ms. Porter also said that 
when a test was given to over 
21,000 high school students by 
a professor of Georgia State 
University over half didn't know 
that U.S. economy is based on 
private enterprise. A majority 
of those students missed 
questions of function of Federal 
Reserve, money and banking, 
and balancing payments. 

Ms.Porter said it's important 
to know about economics 
because the basis for every war 
is an economic cause, and at the 
basis of every social change 
there is an economic cause. 

—K. Robinson 

Start boat club 
n Nov. 25 in F110 there 
will be a meeting for 
people interested in 
learning to crew on 

sailboats. A representative 
r,om the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Cotilla 12-2, would 
like people to learn boating 
safety and boating seamanship 
so they can crew on two boats 
donated by Dr. Robert Tom. 
The courses are co—ed and any-
one can come to the meeting. 

— Ka thy Robinson 
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Figure Skating Classes 
Now Forming --
Contact Peggy Bowman 
693-8820 
All Ages 

Open Skating 
Fridays - 9-11 
Saturdays - 4:30-6:30 
Sundays - 3:30-5:30 
Admission -- Adults $1.25, Students $ .75 

School Affairs 

Debaters prevail 
in tournaments 

eaholm's debate squads 
are continuing their 
consistent high placings 
in area tournaments. 

Under the careful direction of 
Mr. Klemme, the Varsity and 
Novice teams again showed 
their superiority in tournaments 
held the last two weekends. 

On Nov. 8, the two teams 
traveled to Royal Oak Kimball 
for a long day of intense 
matches. By the end of the day, 
the Varsity team of Ken Bosley-
Avery Katz (affirmative) and 
Dave Walters-Steve Bottum 
(negative) had advanced to the 
quarter finals. Here, they lost a 
close round and received the 
fifth place trophy. The novice 
team of Tom Leathley-Bart 
Rasor (aff.) and Bob Stechuk-
Molly Swart (neg.) advanced to 
the semi-finals where they too 
lost a close one. The Novice 
team received a much deserved 
third place trophy. Bottum was 
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ninth Varsity speaker, while 
Swart and Leathley received 
awards for second and third 
novice speakers respectively. 

On Nov. 15, the teams 
traveled to Dearborn. Katz and 
Bottum were the Varsity 
representatives and they debated 
swing-side during the day. They 
went 3-1 and Katz captured the 
prestigious second Varsity 
speaker award. The Novice team 
went 8-0 and took the second 
place trophy. Molly Swart was 
third Novice speaker. 

All the trophies are on 
display next to the Attendance 
office. 

-Toni Leathley 

Xmas greetings 
on sale soon 

H
oliday greeting ads go 
on sale after Thanks- 
giving. 	These 	small 
greeting ads that are 

printed in The Highlander as 
a way to beat the high cost of 
mailing holiday greetings and  

'`Our Town" players, Donna 
Watton, Becky Watson, Molly 
Moons, Pat Corey, Dave Crites, 
Lori Hoffman, will be perform- 

also as a means to extend the 
best of the season to one and 
all. (And besides they help to 
raise money that allows the 
paper to be printed weekly.) 

Started last year by asso-
ciate editor Cindy McMaken, 
the Highlander Holiday ads 
caught on as hundreds pur-
chased ads to asy ``Merry 
Christmas", "Happy New 
Year", or "Joyful Holidays". 
The ads cost as little as 254 
and range upwards in price to  

ing tonight, Friday and Satur-
day in Seaholm's RAW audi-
torium. Don't miss seeing the 
first dramatic offering of the 
year directed by Mrs. Bigelow. 

a full page that sells for $64. 
Individuals or groups may buy 
the ads from any journalism 
student or staff member. They 
are also on sale in F115 all 
day. 

Honor students 
n Nov. 12, six Seaholm-
ites were honored at the 
Youth 	Appreciation 
Breakfast sponsored by 

(Continued on next page) 

Power Skating 
9 and under -- Saturdays at noon 
10 and over -- Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
Instructors: 
Stu Robertson and Ted Goldberg, I. H. L. Officials 
Inquire at 858-2258 

Coming Attractions 
Dec. 19 -- Figure Skating Show 
Dec. 23, 24, 25 -- Christmas Tournament 
Dec. 26, 27, 28 -- High School Tournament 

888 Dennison Ct 2 BLOCKS NORTH SQUARE LAKE ROAD OFF FRANKLIN RD. 13543-2,58 
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the Birmingham Optimist Club. 
The breakfast was held at 
730 a.m., Nov. 12 at the 
Community House. The most 
deserving students were picked 
as representatives, but the 
selection was very difficult. 

The six students honored 
were sophomores Eric Over-
hardt and Alison Paige; juniors 
were Susan Rexford and Jon 
Reinke; while seniors were 
TomMaentz and Kristin Tennett. 

—Wendy Simon 

Seaholm hosts 
Madrigal concert 

adrigal singing is a 
style of Renaissance 
song that is performed 
in four or five parts by 

a small group, numbering from 
two to sixteen singers. This 
type of singing will be evident 
Nov. 25 as Seahohn hosts a 
Madrigal Festival in the RAW 
auditorium at 7 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to come 
and hear the singing. Groups 
come from as far away as Tra-
verse City but most are from the 
Detroit Metropolitan area. 

Seaholm's group had not 
been selected at press time 
but Mr. Branstrom, choir direc-
tor, stated that the school 
would be represented in the 
Michigan School Vocal Asso-
ciation festival. 

— Dave Finlay 

Drama presents 

special play 
rama 3 students pre-
sented an exciting psy-
chological play Nov. 3 
that was well received. 

Dave Crites, who played the 
doctor, and Fax Bahr, he Loy, 
did an excellent job :portraying. 
their characters. Also in 'he CaS' 

were Cherie Handley, Becky 
Watson, Rick Marlatt, Sally 
Dixon and Kim Birrell. Directed 
by Becky Watson, the play was 
done in Chamber reading style; 

Seaholm scores 

in mathematics 
oughly one fourth of the 
Seahohn students who 
took the 1975 Michigan 
Mathematics Scholarship 

QualifyingTest qualified to take 
the second half of the test. 
F ourty-two Seahohn students 
answered at least 25 of the 40 
very difficult questions correctly. 
These math students were in the 
Lop 5% of the 27,700 students 
who took the test state wide. 

When asked the reason for the 
highnumberof qualified students 
Mr. Thumser replied,"This years 
test was much easier than in 
previous years." He also 
speculated that more Seaholmites 
may have qualified because 
fewer students than usual took 
the test and a greater percentage 
(5%) qualified. 

The students from Seaholm 
who qualified are: Brad Allen, 
Chris Barbay, Ed Bennet, 
Crystal Borthwick, Ken Bosley,' 
Steve Bottum, Micheal Camel, 
Heather Campbell, Greg Clayton, 
Lori Demlow, Lynn Donohue, 
Dan Fenstermache, Laura Folin, 
Kyle Forrest and Anthony Grant. 

Others are Robert Herrmann, 
Jeff Hewitt, Anne Hirozawa, 
Daniel Jenkins, Avery Katz, 
John Kennedy, David Koch, 
Steve Lucas, Ian Mailing,  

Douglas Manning, Micheal Miles, 
P atricia Moran, K athy 0 en, 
James Olthoff, John Rasor, 
David Richardson, Frances Ring, 
Rachel Rue, Robert Shepherd, 
Jonathan Sint!) an,. Jam es Spencer 
Joseph Stoyack, Eric Tall, 
Krishna 	Tennent, 	James 
Walbridge and John Wenstrand, 

—Patty Hagen 

Drama 3 play 

draws students 
econd in a series of 
drama productions by 
Mr. Taylor's Drama 3 
students was the Nov. 

17 showing of "House of Blue 
Leaves", an example of what 
has been called "black comedy" 
or "theater of the absurd". 

The play featured the work 
of Burl Johnson as Artie and 
Holly Srwder as Bananas, his 

(Continued on next page) 

You Can still 

subscribe 

to THE PIPER 

1000's of pictures. 

$9 for 324 pages, 

F17 

the cast sat on stools with theirr 
backs facing the audience except 
when talking. 

The play involved the dis-
covery of the reason behind the , 
blinding of five horses by a 17 
year old boy. Tension was built 
up by humming and a trumpet 
playing in the background. This 
play was the first of its kind 
done by Seaholm students. 

— Cecil Jones 

Birmingham 

Tire Co. 
1104 South Woodward 
13irmingham, Michigan 

(INEddin, 

(Inciitationl and 

21-20W22EME1213. 

Printing Co. 

1405 S. Woodward 
Birmingham 48012 

644-6516 



ud Johnson as Artie 

Nuns Barb McTeer, Blair Lowry, Lori Hoffman 

Marty Karabees (Billy) Tami Roth (Bunnie) Bud Johnson (Artie) 
Marty Karabees (Billy) and Bud Johnson (Artie) 

(Continued from preceeding page) 

slightly insane wife. The title 
Is derived from Artie's name for 
the insane asylum he is con-
sidering sending his wife to. 
Consisting 	of 	unconnected 
incidents in a day of the char-
acter's lives, it does not make 
much sense and was not too 
well received by the student 
audience. 

"Black comedy" is humor 
that turns back on itself and 
makes the audience feel pain. 
It causes confusion, exaspera-
tion and borders on the absurd. 
True "black comedy" pictures 
the agony and despair that 
lurks implicitly beneath the 
zany surface of the play. But 
"House of Blue Leaves" in 
the words of one New York 
critic misses the boat and is 
nothing but "a long sick joke." 

Other actors in the student 
directed play included Bradley 
Eason, Susan Rexford, Tami 
Roth, Barbara M cTeer, Blair 
Lowry, Lori Hoffman and Martin 
Karabees. 

Lori Hoffman directed the 
play assisted by Margaret Moser. 
Backstage work was done by 
Marty Longe and Blair Lowry. 

— Charles Jester 

Photos by Bob Larsen 
Holly Snyder as Bananas 
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Sports 

Returnees buoy 

Seaholm Seamen 
he '75-'76 SHS boys 
swim team certainly will 
have an adventurous 
year. With the loss of 

swimmers SteveKratt, Ed Leach, 
Mark Pendray and Mike Mc-
Carthy, the team is weakened 
but promising sophs Eric Over-
hardt, Jon Hanson, Dave Vincent 
and Jack Gray give hopes for 
another successful year. 

The first swimming event for 
Coach Heick's boys is Dec. 6 
when the Maples participate in 
the R.O. Kimball Relays. They 
are the defending champions in 
this event and are looking for 
a high finish. 

Other boys returning to the 
tankers include Rob Distler, 
Joel Moore, Brian Gettle, Jim 
Berg, Jeff Link, Mark Kraus 
and Peter Doane—all assets to 
the team. Defending SMA diving 
champion Lori Wettlaufer is also 
back as is Bob Holcomb. 

— Curt Carson 

Maplettes dunk 
Hazel Park girls 

S 
eaholm's varsity girl's 
basketball learn out- 
hustled Hazel Park's 
Vikings 41-35 on Nov. 14. 

Sandy Lane tallied fourteen 
points for the Maplettes and 
Izzy Forester scored thirteen in 
the second win of the season. 
On Nov. 6 the varsity lost ot 
Berkley 53-25. 

A strong Hazel Park j.v. 
frustrated Seaholm's junior 
v arsity, outscoring the girls 
30-10. 	Therese 	Brinkman 
contributed four points to the 
losing cause. The Maplettes j.v. 
also lost to Berkley 37-11. 

On ,Thursday, Nov. 20, the 
Maplettes will play Groves at 
home in the first round of the 
1975 Girls Basketball Tourna-
ment. The game will begin at 
6:00 p.m. If the defeat Groves 
they will meet Troy the following 
Saturday. 

—Patty Hagen 

Hopes high for 

talented cagers 
he 1975 high school 
football season has 
come to a conclusion. 
Now it is time to make. 

MOM for the exciting sport of 
high school basketball. An 
action packed, exciting year is 
just four day's away for the 
multi-talented Seaholm Maples. 
They open the '75-'76 campaign 
hosting tough cross-town rival 
Groves. 

The Maples will fill out their 
thirteen man squad with eleven 
seniors and two juniors. Return-
ing lettermen from last year's 
team include centers Jim Fox 
and Mike Murphy, forwards Dave 
Hammond, Chris Smith and the 
brother combination of Dave and 
Dan Bean. Returning guards arc 
sharpshootingDoug Everard, 

Grand Opening 

20% Off 
14K. gold pendants of 
all selections and lindy 
stars and opal rings 
Nov. 17-22 

I.  

Bloomfield 
Jewelers 

Village Knoll Shopping Center 

3596 West Maple Road  

Billy.  Brooks and George Topous. 
Newcomers to the Varsity squad 
are Senior's Dome Dibble and 
Ed McCallum. Up ham last 
year's J.V. team are Juniors 
Mike Jeske and Mike Prock. 

Practice 	this 	summer 
included twenty games in the 
very competitive St. Cecillia 
Summer League. St. Cecillia is 
a famous Detroit basketball 
program that has turned out 
numerous successful college 
and pro basketball Qayers. 

According to fourth year 
Coach Bob Sherwood, this year's 
SMA league competition will 
"probably be the most balanced 
racein two years." Ferndale and 
Kimball will be the team's to 
beat, as Kimball will thavl 
6'5" senior Mark Rowland's 
back this year, and Ferndale 
had the good fortune of getting 
two transfer students, one goes 
6'8", the other 6'6". To 
compliment these newcomers 
will be three returning starters. 
Berkley will also be strong with 
three starter's returning. 

What this year's team lacks 
in size is made up by "Good 
o utcourt shooting, a steady 
defense, and good • outside 
shooting," in accordance with 
Coach Sherwood. 

As you can see, this year's 
squad will provide plenty of 
round ball entertainment. 

Your support is needed in 
lifting the Maple's to the top. 
Wednesday, Nov. 26 at 8:00 
is when it will all start.. 

—Mark Swan 

KINCAIDS 
SCHOOL JEWELRY 
ENGRAVING 

205 E. MAPLE BIRMINGHAM 

Between Woodward 81 Hunter 	MI-4-7830 

TEENS 

559-9684 

* LOW RATES * 	 STATE APPROVED 
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School lunches are mid-day adventure at Seaholm High School! 

hose of us here at Sea-
holm that engage in the 
learning process each 
day 	obviously 	face 

varied 	challenges. 	Physics 
students must know how to 
predict the force vectors of 
falling 	meteorites, 	foreign 
language students must know 
how to curse fluently in six 
languages, debaters fear from 
Fritz Gruber, the revered debate 
coach, and we journalists must 
cope with the "Wrath of Hammel" 
as our deadlines slip by. 
However, there is one adventure, 
one brush with disaster that we 
share daily: the school lunch. 

At one time, we editors here 
at the Highlander considered E 
contest. First prize was to bE 
one free school lunch, second 
prize was two free lunches, 
third prize was three, and so on. 
However, because of these 
prizes, we felt that the contest 
lacked incentive. After all, who 
wants to win a stomach ache? 

It would not be totally 
accurate to say that the lunches 
were all that bad. When one 
considers that 2,400 hungry 
mouths must be fed, it is easy 
to see that the amount of Tender 
Loving Care going into each 
morsel prepared must be some-
what recuded. McDonald's can 
do it, Burger King can do it, 
even Hardees can do it (or at 
least they try), so why can't 
the cafeteria turn out an accept-
able hamburger? Look, if they 
were giving the stuff away, I can 
see where we should just eat it 
up and shut up, but we are 
paying for it. 

Let's begin our analysis with 
an overview: the lunch is food, 
and we all need food to survive. 
Thus, we can conclude that the 
lunch does adequately serve its 
purpose, and really should not 
be indicted. But let's look at the 
lunch service critically- does it 
serve its purpose? Clearly, the 
purpose of lunch is more than to 
merely fill an aching stomach 
cavity. Lunch is a time to relax, 
a time to reflect on the past 
events and to look forward to the 
rest of the day. Sort of like a 
half time in a football game in  a 
way. On this basis, our school 
lunch fails, To learn why, let us 
e x  am ine a typical experience 
with the noon meal. 

Perhaps the area in which 
our lunch system fails the worst 
is in the line. Clearly, one can 
not relax and reflect when one is 
fighting for his life amid 200 
ruffians who all want to be 
first. Why can't we have curb 
service? Imagine, sitting out in 
the commons, a girl on each 
arm, perhaps candles and wine, 
and having a sweet young thing 
come out and take the order. 
Clearly, under those conditions, 
one can relax and look forward 
to the coming events. The 
sophomores could show their 
gratitude by buying a round for 
all of the seniors, and the 
seniors could show their 
gratitude by taking all of the 
tables and demanding frosted 
mugs for their beverages. 
Wouldn't this make lunch a 
thing to look forward to? You 
bet. 

However, let's move along 
on our trip to stomach disorder. 
Once we are in the line, we move 
forward to pick up our mild from. 
the cooler. Notice if you will, 
that all of the top cartons are 
cool, while the ones below are 
really chilled. Now we know why 
the ruffians wanted in first, as 
only the first ten in each line 
get the cold milk. 

But friends, fellow adventur-
ers in this nutritional disaster, 
the best (worst?) is yet to come. 
Now, the moment you have all 
been waiting for, the highlight 
of each students day at Seaholm 
has finally arrived. The day's 
menu selection is displayed 
behind those foggy windows for 
the customers to choose. This is 
where the men are truly separated 
from the boys. The men opt for 
the variations on food that they 
recognize from somewhere. This 
includes pizza, chili, various 
forms of soup and stews, and 
the rneatloaf. Anyone that can 
handle that meatloaf is a true 
American, and should be con-
sidered as a candidate for the 
Marines. Either that, or the poor 
lump of humanity is just plain 
starving to death and will eat 
anything. 

The boys go for the old 
favorite, hot dogs and ham.-
burgers. The hot dogs taste 
alright, but they tend to look a 
little old. The hamburgers 
taste a little worse, but gain an  

important advantage in that the 
bun completely covers up the 
meat. Both of these edible 
delights also have an important 
advantage in that enough 
ketchup and onions can be added 
to neutralize the taste. Just 
watch the onions, they can 
seriously deter any social 
activities due to noxious fumes.. 

Of course, in any situation, 
the sophomores stand out as a 
breed of an entirely different 
nature. The sophomores have 
two major kinds of lunches: a 
a brown bag with a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich plus a note 
from mom in it, or a tuna fish 
sandwich from behind the 
counter. It should be pointed 
out, that the latter actually is 
a valid representative of food, 
and is worth consideringg 

Lastly, on our imaginary trip 
through the line, let us look at 
the silverware. Notice if you 
will, that on the days that soup 
is served, real metal soup 
spoons are provided. Notice 
also, that no two faces on any 
of the spoons are exactly the 
same size. Also, many people 
thinkt that Seaholm adopted the 
white plastic forks and spoons  

as a way to alleviate the high 
cost of replacing metal utensils. 
It seems that the white "plastic" 
is really some sort of special 
bicarbonate alloy that is 
resistent to corrosives. It 
should be pointed out that the 
staff of the Highlander got this 
infromation from an informant 
within the food system and all 
of the kitchen staff have been 
instructed to deny all knowledge 
of this to the general public. 
From what we have been told, 
the metal silverware was 
actually bending after it had 
been immersed in some of the 
more creative recipes that the 
cafeteria staff concocted, it not 
only gave the food a bad reputa-
tion, it also was soon realized 
that is was not possible to eat 
spaghetti with a rubber fork. 

In looking over the entire 
analysis of the food situation at 
Seaholm, I feel that the food is 
edible if you're hungry, and if 
you're not, you can take the 
stuff home. Now, if only we can 
work out curb service, perhaps 
with a private club for seniors, 
licensed of course and pizza 
with cold beer in a frosted 
mug, and ... 
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Sport Shoes at their best 
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247 W. Maple 
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Letters 

Drum major rips 

SHS band critic 
Dear Editor, 

I am writing this letter in 
defense of our school's marching 
band, which Tom Leathlev was 
so proud to critisize in your 
Oct. 23 issue of The Highlander. 

Marching is not the primary 
interest of Seaholm's bands, as 
it is with many schools' in this 
area and Ohio. Instead, emphasis 
is placed upon concert season 
and good musicianship. While 
Seaholm's band, is not the best 
marching band around, it is 
consistantly one of the finest 
symphony bands in the state. 

There are many bands that 
practice several hours a day 
marching in straight lines, and I 
doubt whether they are that much 
better than our band, which 
practices five hours a week, 
weather permitting. 

Mr. Leathley's band in Ohio, 
probably held try-outs for march-
ing band like most bands; that 
way the band is assured of 
somewhat "quality" members. 
The sucessful "tryees" no 
doubtedly went to camp over the 
summer, as is mandatory with 
some bands. In this fashion, the 
band was ready to perform even 
before school started. 

At Seaholm, everybody signed 
up for band marched, everybody! 
Unless he or she is a football 
or cheerleader. Because of this, 
the band is only as good as it's 
worst marcher. The Seaholm 
band does not go . to "band 
camp," not even the drum major, 
as do drum majors from neighbor-
ing schools. This being true, 
the first time the band meets is 
the first day of school. This 
year, the band had only one 
week to prepare for it's first 
show. I for one, think they did 
a great job, especially without  

knowing even each other's 
names. 

As for the comment about 
hand-held music; it is a question 
of priorities. A band can try to 
"memorize" a few simple tunes 
that everyone can "memorize," 
or it can read it's music without 
sacrificing good tunes that peo-
ple like to hear. One of the 
finest marching bands in the 
nation carries it's music; the 
University of Michigan marching 
band. I don't hear many people 
laughing at them. 

I think that if in the future, 
Mr. Leathley would take as much 
pride in Sehaolm, as he does in 
his former school, he would 
learn that Seaholm is every bit 
as good as "Podunk," if not 
better. 

—Bill Hartman 

Student urges 
protection class 
Dear Editor: 

There is so much violence 
and crime in our society. Part of 
the reason is that people don't 
know how to defend themselves. 
If someone pulled a knife or gun 
on you, you would probably do 
what they wanted you to do 
because you had no way to 
defend yourself. 

I think Seaholm should offer 
courses in self defense like 
Karate or Judo. This would cut 
down crime and could save your 
own life. So consider my idea 
and try to get Seaholm to offer a 
self-defense course. I think a lot 
of people would be interested. 

— Lori Grabill 

Sports support 

still consistant 
Dear Editor: 

I'd like to comment on the 
letter written last week by Lynn 
Granada. I don't think the spirit 
of the football games or soccer 
games have gone down that much. 
If she has ever been to a game 
she should know. 

Even if the spirit isn't as 
great as it once was, I don't 
think it's the cheerleaders fault. 
I think they're doing the best they 
can and we should give them 
credit. 

— Mary Dilworth 

Show shoE2,ld be 

mandttory for all 
Dear Editor: 

I think the "Declaration" 
production should have been a 

Bittr 
	

S 

Marathon Service 

1712 Maple 644.-0225 

mandatory assembly for everyone. 
Not everyone was able to get 
tickets. Money should have been 
taken at the door, or in home-
rooms. 

With all the emphasis on the 
"Bicentennial," all students 
should have seen the production. 
We don't have many chances to 
see a professional New York 
theater company, and everyone 
should have had a chance to 
view it. 

—lisa Meeske 
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