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Opinions Ours and Yo u r Highlander/Sept. 11, 1975 

Wallen rfs new 
Year three of what I term, 

"The evolution of attendance 
procedure," has begun at Sea-
holm. It is quietly ushered in 
with the appointment of Mr. 
James Wallendorf as new atten-
dance officer. Mr. Wallendorf 
replaces Mr. Leaver in a job 

that has seen its share of con-
troversy. 

The commotion began three 
years ago when the attendance, 
or rather the lack of it, was an 
unreal freedom. Seaholm was 
plagued with "skipitis" and 
deluged in complaints by the 
locals. Administrators realized 
their error and scrapped the 
policy, replacing it with a much 
tougher rule amid cries of out-
rage by students. Petitions 
were signed, walkouts were 
rumored, and the attendance 
people were handling another 
hot potato. All was quiet in a 
few weeks, though attendance 
problems continued throughout 
the year. 

Although this year's policy 
reads exactly like last years, it 
was greeted by less than a 
whimper by the student body. 
The big change lies not in the 
rules, but in the one who en-
forces them. 

A former math teacher at 
Seaholm for thirteen years, Mr. 
Wallendorf does seem to have 
the qualifications. He has begun 
the year with hard work in re-
organizing attendance into a 
more efficient system. From 
what I've seen, to say he runs  

a tight ship would be an under-
statement. 

Keeping open the lines of 
communication with teachers, 
as well as students, is one of 
his goals. Another main con-
cern is helping students, espe-
cially regular skippers. He 
comments, "I, hope that we can 
keep those students who are 
truant, from missing so often 
that they lose credit in the 
course. We plan to be fair, 
not punitive." 

His attendance system has 
a few basic changes. He ex-
plains, "Although our atten-
dance policy will be the same 
as last year's, we will try to 
keep better track of attendance. 
We will be using students to 
help us identify attendance ir-
regularities almost immediately. 
By taking attendance hourly, we 
can spot students who only miss 
part of the day. We will also be 
able to contact parents more 
quickly." 

The total attendance pro-
cedure is a multi-stepped opera-
tion. Teachers take hourly roll 
using the absence list slip 
which is picked up minutes 
later by student runners. The 
attendance office then quickly 
verifies these absences through 
parent call-ins, student sign-ins, 
and sign-outs, field trip lists, 
sectional lists and secretary 
call homes. The slips are re-
turned to the teachers at day's 
end, indicating whether or not 
he or she has been cleared. If  

the student is not cleared, he or 
she must report to the attendance 
office. The student either will 
receive an admittance slip or a 
verified truancy slip, explaining 
the situation to the teacher. 

Three other slips are also 
used but with less frequency. 
These include an irregular ab-
sence check (used when teach-
ers suspect an excused student 
really was skipping); an exces-
sive tardiness report (used when 
a student is regularly late for 
class); and a temporal./ admit-
tance slip (used when the parent 
has not been contacted 24 hours 
after an absence). 

The student is not expected 
to fully understand this opera-
tion but is expected to read and 
understand the attendance 
policy. "But most students will 
not even be affected at all by 
the change," assures Mr. 
Wallendorf. 

Unlike idle past promises, 
Mr. Wallendorf really is sincere 
and intent on following and 
enforcing the policy to the 
letter. Since he sees no other 
changes in the attendance pro-
cedure in the near future, this 
year seems to be the end of the 
evolution of the attendance 
procedure and the beginning of 
an established, efficient sys-
tem. 

Due to a more total effort 
between teachers, students and 
administrators, this system 
should be an improvement over 
previous years. A coordinated 
push seems to be essential to 
good attendance. And as Mr. 
Wallendorf stresses, "Atten-
dance is essential to good 
grades." 

"He has trouble remembering 
the combination." 

Letters to the editor will be 
more than welcome this year. 
All communications that are re-
ceived will be considered for 
publication if they are non-
libelous and of general interest. 
The editors retain the right to 
edit material as to length. 

Communications should be 
brought to F115 any afternoon or 
mailed to The Highlander, Sea-
holm High School, 2436 West 
Lincoln, Birmingham, Mich. Al-
low one week for processing. 

Letter suggests 
outdoor event 
To the editor: 

The announcement that all 
classes will utilize the red, 
white and blue colors in their 
Field Day costumes is a good 
sign that the annual affair is 
trying to keep in step with the 
times — specifically the Bi-
C entennial celebrations. 

Two other suggestions that 
might be considered by the Field 
Day committee are (1) hold the 
event outdoors in the football 
stadium so that tickets for 
viewing the spectacle can be 
sold and proceeds divided 
among the classes and (2) 
have at least one athletic event 
using randomly picked parti-
cipants so that every student 
has a chance to take part. 

— Charles John 

V0162121.1029131.10 

Tim McCaffery is on the other 
side of the camera in the cover 
photo by Alex Moy. Tim took 
the ID pix at registration. 

tplarnplizzza. 

Dawn and Kevin McCleish, 
both graduates of the class of 
'75, have entered college. Kevin 
is attendingCMU in Mt. Pleasant 
while Dawn goes to OCC. 

The HIGHLANDER is a weekly 
publication published by the 
students of the Ernest W. Sea-
holm High School, 2436 West 
Lincoln, Birmingham, Mich. 
48009. Subscription price: $3 
per year; $2 per semester; 154 
per single copy. Application to 
mail at second-class postage 
rates is pending at Birmingham, 
Mich. 
Vol. 35, No. 2 — Sept. 11, 1975 
Thomas C. Hammel, Publisher 

Michael Kendro, Editor 
Tami Roth, Ad Manager 

Heidi Luplow, Circulation Mgr. 
Alex Moy, Photographer 

system ends attendance evolution 
	Welcome letters 

Calendar of events 
SEPTEMBER 11 
Soccer at Ferndale, 7 p.m. 
SEPTEMBER 12 
Student Congress elections in homerooms 
Varsity football vs. Southfield-Lathrup, here, 8 p.m. 
SEPTEMBER 13 
JV football vs Groves, away, 10 a.m. 
SEPTEMBER 15 
Tennis vs. Groves, home, r p.m. 
Golf vs. L'Anse Creuse 
SEPTEMBER 16 
Golf vs. Brother Rice 
Cross Country vs. Groves, away, 4 p.m. 
Soccer vs. Stevenson, home, 7 p.m. 
SEPTEMBER 17 
Golf vs. Berkley 
SEPTEMBER 18 
College Visit, U of D, 9 a.m., Counseling office 
Soccer vs. Cranbrook, away, 4 p.m. 
Cross Country vs. Southfilld, home, 4:30 p.m. 
JV Football vs. Lathrup, away, 7 p.m. 
Tennis vs. Southfield, away, 4:15 p.m. 
COMING UP ... 
September 30, College Night at Southfield Lathrup 
Field Day, October 10 
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Seniors collect dues at registration. 

School Affairs 	 Ifighlander/Sept. 11, 1975 

Registration for the 2000-
plus students attending Sea-
holm, completed Sept, 3, wen! 
,aiher smoothly, 

Some of the many tasks 
completed during registration 
were the handing out of class 
schedules, the collection of 
emergency data cards and phy-
sical exam forms, the handing 
out of ID cards and the col-
lecting of fees. 

Highlander 	subscriptions 
and activity tickets were also 
sold and senior dues collected. 
Sub scriptions are still being 
accepted in F115, activity 
tickets can be bought in the 
main office and senior dues 
can be paid in the counseling 
office after school. 

Director of registration, Mr. 
Wallendoif and his crew of stu-
dent volunteers should be com-
mended for their,  work.in  making 

Student volunteers helping in 
registration were Steve Bottum, 
Tom Cote, Julie Demlow, Lori 
Demlow,Mary Jane Gohde, Cathy 
Greene, John Hubbard, Mary 
Jones, Mary Ann Kassablan, 
Dolores Kerr, Rochelle Luttow, 
Beth Maxwell, Tim McCaffrey, 
Mark Meade, Lynn Morrison, 
Mary O'Donnell, Peggy O'Don-
nell,Carolyn Poling, Sue Rising, 
Bob Robb, Sue Saccaro, Char-
lotte Sommers, Susie Steele, Pat 
Sullivan and Molly Swart. 

Plans started 
for spring trip 

Plans for this year's tradi-
tional Easter trip to New York, 
Williamsburg and Washington 
are well underway. The annual 
eight day trip will leave April 
16 and return April 23. Last 
year over 100 upperclassmen 
from both Groves and Seaholm 
had a memorable time. 

The trip includes all major 
costs and most meals, all tours, 
entertainments and tips. 

After spending a day in 
Williamsburg, the group will 
tour the major sights of Wash-
ington  and then move on for 
three days in New York. New 
York tours include a Broadway 
musical or drama, Radio City 
Music Hall, a boat trip around 
Manhattan and lots of free time. 

Because this is the bicen-
tennial year and space will 
be even more difficult to obtain 
than usual at Easter, all inter-
ested upperclassmen are urged  

to return their applications as 
quickly as possible. Seniors 
should get and return applica-
tions directly to Mr. Buell in 
F108 and juniors, who will 
soon receive a mailing with de-
tailed information about the 
trip, should also return their 
promptly to F108. 

Senior pictures 
to be taken 

Members of the class of 
1976 will begin having their 
senior pictures taken the week 
of Oct. 14 according to a 
spokesman for the Bill Williams 
Studio. Individual appointment 
times will be mailed to each 
senior shortly from lists pre-
pared last year so if you are 
new to the system or are plan-
ning to graduate early, you 
should contact the photo studio 
direct. 

Cost of the sitting is $3.64 
or $5.20 depending on whether 
one chooses black and white or 
color. The picture order is en-
tirely up to the individual but 
it is noted that prices have not 
been increased over last year. 

— Chris Jones 

Students gain 
office credit 

This year students can earn 
one-half credit while they learn 
office procedures. 

Since students are needed to 
help in the counseling office,  

the main office, the library and 
the attendance office, a way 
has been found to give them a 
partial credit for the work they 
do. A variety of jobs, from an-
swering the phone to running 
errands and stuffing envelopes, 
is performed daily. 

Assistant to the Principal 
Mr. Wallendorf said, "My office 
needs students to collect atten-
dance each hour, to alphabetize 
lists and to help my secretary. 
Students who sign up will work 
during their free hour for a se-
mester and will receive one-half 
credit plus a written recom-
mendation they can show to an 
employer showing they have had 
some experience." 

Mr. Wallendorf continued by 
saying that students will not 
receive a letter grade, only 
gain ono-half credit toward 
graduation. 

Tough schedule 

awaits debaters 
What shapes up to be one of 

Seaholm's most active debate 
programs is ahead for debaters 
under the leadership of teacher 
and coach Mr. Klemme. Almost 
two dozen upperclassmen are 
renewing their involvement along 
with three classes of new-
comers. 

The schedule calls for 
frequent 	competition 	with 
Michigan's upper-echelon high 
school teams as well as entering 
various tournaments, the first  

being the Flint Kearsley one on 
Sept. 13. Others will be at 
Marshall, Kalamazoo and Ann 
Arbor. Hopefully a trip to the 
Northwestern University national 
level tournament over Thanks-
giving can be arranged. 

In addition the debaters will 
compete in several Detroit-area 
tournaments. 

The topic for discussion is 
Resolved: that the development 
and allocation of scarce world 
resources should be controlled 
by an international organiza-
tion. In any given debate, how-
ever, the specific question may 
deal with food aid, the energy 

crisis, environmental damage, 
the arms race, international 
economics, or a multitude of 
other current matters. 

Although the season is just 
beginning, research has been 

stressed in the past months and 
several debaters have attended 
summer institutes in order to 
better prepare themselves for 
the coming year. Actual team 

memberships will be announced 
in the near future. 

— Avery Katz 

Hold tryouts 

for 'Our Town' 
"Our Town", this fall's 

drama production, reaches into 
the past of America and evokes 
movingly a way of life which is 
lost in our present turmoil. Try-
outs for the twenty roles in this 
play have just been concluded 
under the guidance of director 
Mrs. Bigelow. 

The play will be presented 
on the Wagner Auditorium stage 
in early November. 

Sophomores 

elect officers 
Getting organized under the 

direction of new sophomore ad-
viser Mr. Ritter, members of the 
sophomore class held class 
elections last week. 

Primary results pitted Sue 
Rising and Eric Overhardt for 
the office of president. Other 
candidates were Jan Carrol and 
Amy Hardig, vice-president; 
Kathy Acheson and Meg Sarrison, 
secretary; Sue Saccari, Bob Robb 
and Mary Mitchell, treasurer. 

Two teams ran for the office 
of Field Day chairman. Kim 
Pierson and Tony Saunders made 
up one team and Cindy Butler, 
Liz Buchanan and Addison 
Paige the other. — Chuck Kalil 

Registration goes smo tidy with student help 
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Maple football squad opens season vs. Southfield-Lathrup 

Chris Smith Doug Manley Jim Fox 

Mike Jacobs Doug Olander Mike Sullivan 

Bob Meech Don McGee Mark Lees tam 

Photos by Alex Moy 

Football gets under way at 
Seaholm Sept. 12 as the Maple 
gridders entertain Southfield-
Lathrup in the opening battle 
of the year. Game time is 8 p.m. 
and a capacity crowd is ex-
pected to cheer the Maples on 
to victory. 

Last year the Maples edged 
the Chargers 8-6. This year a 
wider victory margin is an-
ticipated. 

While the game is the formal 
opening of the season, the year 
actually got under way weeks 
ago for Coach Bob Rankin's 
men. The team started practice 
in early August, getting in 
shape for the months ahead. 
The Maples then went to camp 
for a week, staying on the 
shores of Lake Huron. There 
the emphasis was placed on 
mental preparation while phy-
sical training continued. 

Football equipment was 
finally put on Aug. 25; this 
date was also the start of two-
a-day practices that continued 
until the start of school. 

Only five starters return 
to the Maple grid team. Chris 
Smith, quarterback, started the 
last few games in '74. Doug 
Manley, two-way halfback, was 
the team's most valuable player-
last season as well as the top 
ground gainer. Two-way end Jim 
Fox, tackle Mike Jacobs and 
guard-tackle Doug Olander com-
plete the returning starter list. 

Others who will probably 
start offensively include Mike 
Sullivan, Bob Meech, Dan Mc-
Gee, Mark Leestma, Scott 
Thompson and Billy Brooks. 

Defensive starters may be 
Jerry Haitian, Mike Pulling, 
John Hunter, Dave Reyes, 
Chester Brian, Mark Denning, 
Dan Hogan, Matt Phillips, Dale 

Hetrick and Ed McCallum. 
Coach Rankin has some 

fine players but still calls this 
year a rebuilding one. "Our 
kids are small and inexpen-
ienced. The season depends on 
how fast they get the needed 
experience." 

Bitterle's 
Marathon Service 

1712 Maple 644-0225 



Billy Brooks Mike Pulling Jerry Haitian 
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Chester Brian Dave Reyes Mark Denning 

Dan Hogan Bill Caswell Ed McCallum Nil:tit Phillips 

Fred Keotting Car Webb Ed Von Hoene Scott Kelly 

Scott Thompson 

John Hunter 
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Fares poorly Seek reputation 
Will b ab ysit weeknights and 
weekends. Call Laura after 4 
p.m. 645-1726 

Highlander/Sept. 11, 1975 

Cross Country runners didn't 
fare too well in the first outing 
Sept. 6 in the West Bloomfield 
Invitational. Out of 25 teams, 
the Maples placed 18th. 

Coach Wheeler's boys will 
have their work cut out for 
them to make their season a 
respectable one. Bill Hart was 
First across the finish line for 
the Maples in 5:07. Tim Phil-
lips and Steve Poston were 
next in 5:11 and 5:17. 

Season to open 
Soccer's season opened 

Sept. 9 against the Yellow 
Jackets of Country Day, a team 
the Maples conquered twice last 
year in North Suburban league 
play. With five returning starters 
on this year's team, the Stompers 
anticipate little trouble with 
the Yellow Jacket eleven. 

Coach Mike Mislinay has 
made the cut for the varsity, 
keeping twenty upperclassmen. 

— Chuck Havens 

Aim for top 
Winning the SMA champion-

ship in girls' tennis seems 
customary at Seaholm and that 
is the goal again this year as 
forty girls started practice under 
Coach Bill Stiles. First match 
of the year is Sept. 15 against 
Groves at 4 p.m. at home. 

Seven girls return to bolster 
the Maples' chances of repeating 
as SMA champs. Jennifer Breil-
maier is number one singles; 
Heather Campbell ranks as num-
ber two singles and Lisa Reed, 
Carol Wheeler, Wendy Dederian, 
Laura Brownlee and Laura 
Folin provide the rest of the 
team's experience. 

After a disappointing dual 
meet season last year, the Sea-
holm girl swimmers are deter-
mined to regain their reputation 
this year but they will have to 
ward off serious challenges from 
top competitors such as Fern-
dale and Royal Oak Kimball. 

The seven time SMA cham-
pions enter their eighth season 
with only nine returning letter 
winners. Returning senior s\ in-
clude Ruth Daniels, Karen 
Endriss, Karen Vonderhaar, 
Patty Poston and Lori Demlow; 
juniors back are Mary Pannenter, 
Amy Whelan, Lisa Milton, Julie 
Squires and Jan Donaldson. 

Some promising sophomores 
could be Lisa Dull, Amy Hager-

man, Sue Murray and Sandra 
Hoisington. 

Coach Watson's team has 
its first meet Sept. 23 as they 
host Bloomfield Lahser at 7 p.m. 

— Curt Carson 

Begin drills 
Running and drills have al-

ready begun for the approxi-
mately 30 girls trying out for 
this year's basketball team. 
Although only Joanne Smeak, 
Debbie Kerr and Marcie Morrill 
are the only returning letter 
winners from last year's var-
sity, hopes are high for a good 
year. 

Mrs. Owen, coach, will be 
assisted by Miss Chris Topol-
nicki, student teacher from 
Central Michigan. The girls 
begin their season Sept. 23 in 
a home contest against arch 
rival, Groves. Game time: 6 p.m. 

— Patty Hagen 
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