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If you close 
your eyes and squint 
hard enough maybe 
you can tell the dif-
ference between this 
year's Sadies and 
Homecoming, but I 
wasn't about to miss 
the cool decorations 
by doing that. 

This time no 
excuses were made, 
construction was not 
a theme. As an en-
trant walked up, 
they struggled not to 
break their heels on 
the broken pave-
ment or dirty their 
dress on the sur-
rounding mud. 
They were greeted 
by streamers hang-
ing off every door, 
doubling every 
dancers fun, and dis-
tracting them from 
the missing ceiling 
in the area. 

There was a tin 
foil clock on the left 
wall that made you 
feel like you just 

Marisa 

stepped out of a 
fairy tale.. .and into 
an overpriced, 
poor-excuse-for-a-
school-dance. 
There were bal-
loons weighed 
down along the 
other wall; the 
funny ones found 
that it was really 
fun to walk around 
with them tied 
around their waist. 
The upper deck had 
lemonade and wa-
ter the whole night, 
which was about 
the only thing that 
the dancers appre-
ciated. That and 
the 	wrapped 
Hershey kisses that 
could actually be 
enjoyed without 
the fear of catching 
a fatal disease. 

The DJ this 
time around was 
much better than 
the one at Home-
coming, though he 
looked like he just 

ondon 

graduated from 
middle school. He 
played a mix of hip-
hop and dance favor-
ites like Aqua's 
Barbie Girl and 
Shaggy's Wasn't 
Me. For anyone 
who actually stayed, 
the DJ played 
N'Sync's Bye, Bye, 
Bye accompanied 
by Tom Parker doing 
the dance with the  

occassional removal 
of a piece of cloth- 

• 
If anything, the 

senior class contrib-
uted a nice Sadies 
Ladies Dance; how 
couldn't you with 
fifty-three girls in 
tight pants and tiny 
t-shirts. Visions of 
every Field Day 
march ran through 
cont'd on pg. 7 
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Jack Miller 

Ok. Who wants to say it? 
Anyone? Anyone? Alright, I will. 
I no longer care about his elec-
tion. There. Now I feel no bur-
den of commitment. 

It's not that I never cared; 
far from it (just ask anyone in my 
government class). But the nature 
of the situation has overwhelmed 
my sense of commitment to-
wards making my say count. In 
this MTV-"Rock the Vote"-do 
your-part-elections-are-the-de-
mocracy kind of time, I get the 
distinct impression that my vote 
doesn't really count. Ironic, con-
sidering this election may be de-
cided by a mere 537 votes. That's 
a little over half of Seaholm's 
population. 

You would think that this 
would exemplify the importance 
of voting. Instead, it exaggerates 
the flaws of our election process 
as well as fundamental judgment 
errors on the part of our nation. 

Though this election has 
yet to yield a president, it has 
given America a nice, loud wake-
up call. Definitions of democ-
racy are thrown wildly about; 
questions of right vs. privilege 
arise. In the case of the unde-
cided Florida voters, our entire 
nation's inability to decide is 
magnified. 

American law is often open 
for interpretation; allowing it 
freedom and flexibility to suit the 
individual case. In this case, 
however, each side twisted the 
laws to benefit themselves. 
Laws are in fact subject to 
intrepretation, but are also clearly 

Kat Bayless 

written so they can by relied 
upon. With two sides playing 
tug-of-war over a shoe string, 
how can you tell who the real 
winner is? Does this mean we 
need more clearly defined rules, 
regulations, and practices? 

And what of the " throw the 
votes out" concept? Now terms 
such as "pregnant" or "dimpled" 
chads are telling people are un-
important. Some people say, " 
It's democracy-every vote should 
count". And yet at the same time, 
I hear," If you can't punch a card 
properly, you shouldn't be al-
lowed to vote." 

I'm sorry, but you can't 
have it both ways. I often hear 
the lawyers (I won't specify 
which side- I'm trying to remain 
non-partisian) repeating the same 
statistic of some number of votes 
thrown away every election. 
They argue that we throw out a 
large number of votes every elec-
tion, so why should we not throw 
them out this election? I don't 
think it's ever fair to throw out 
votes . Just because you did it in 
the past doesn't mean it's alright 
this time. It wasn't right last time 
either! This sends a consistant 
message to voters-your votes is 
unimportant, so unimportant, we 
might just not count it if we don't 
feel like it. 

Doesn't this seem to con-
tradict all the ads you see from 
politians telling you to vote? 
Practice what you preach-set a 
good example. 

Unfortunately there can 
be no pleasant outcome from this  

election. Half the country will 
be dissatisfied and the other half 
will feel cheated. Groups of 
Americans will hold a grudge for 
the next four years. And how 
many will vote with the same 
enthusiasm next time? 

I will mention this because 
it needs to be said, we are lucky 
to have the drawn-out boredom 
that this election has given us. At 
least we are not at war. Don't 
laugh-it's not that far fetched. We 
stand a nation divided; we could 
very easily take arms against one 
another to make our voices ring 
louder. We could be at war with 
ourselves. Fortunately, though 
the process is a dull one, we do 
have a process for dealing with 
this situation. 

I will also remind you, on 
behalf of one of my teachers, that 
someone died so that you could 
vote. That's not a dramatization; 
it's a fact. Wars were fought and 
lives were lost so that we could 
all have the right to exercise our 
say. While it may seem like it's 
just another drop in the bucket, I 
will go so far as to state the cli-
che: every vote counts. By the 
time this while mess is over, I 
hope we will all have learned 
that. 

What's your beet? 
Something got you 
ticked- the editorial 
oage is the place 
to be heard. Just 
turn any pieces into 
A208. 

Earlier on in this 
year I decided to write 
this article. John Zervos 
and I paid a visit was 
paid to the Troy Motor 
Mall. Our intention was 
to give 45 different cars 
under 820,000 a rating 
in 5 categories: Exterior 
styling, interior styling, 
dashboard layout, front 
seat comfort, and rear 
seat comfort. 

However, we re-
ceived little to no help 
from the sales people 
(see Schizophrenic 
Salesman 11/2000). 
Still, we compiled a list 
of our top ten favorites. 

These cars were 
chosen because they ap-
peal to the new driver 
market. They are qual-
ity cars with style, com-
fort and affordibility. In 
each upcoming issue of 
the Highlander, I will 
present an in-depth view 
on two of the above 
cars. 

Rating the cars 
for this ongoing article, 
I did not expect to come 
out of the Saturn deal-
ership with a top ten car. 
When I think of Satums, 
I think of generic cars. 
However, I was proven 
wrong by the 3- door 
SC2 Coupe. 

Three door coupe 
is really an oxymoron, 
but Saturn's clever de-
signers added a third 
door behind the driver's 

door as a standard fea-
ture for the 2001 model 
year. At first, it seemed 
like a strange feature, 
but it makes getting in 
and out of the beakseat 
a whole lot easier. 

Saturn's SC family 
of cars starts at $12,535. 
Loaded with alloy 
wheels, sunroof, ABS, 
automatic transmission, 
carpeted floormats, 
head curtain airbags and 
a CD player. It is priced 

just under $20,000. 
Consuming 25 miles per 
gallon in the city and 38 
mpg on the highway, 
fuel economy for the 
automatic transmission 
is good. The 4-speed 
automatic transmission 
is an $860 option. 

Other than the 
great fuel economy on 
the SC2, another money 
saver will be on insur-
ance. The National 
Highway Transportaion 
Safety Board gave the 
SC2 five stars in a fron-
tal collision. Most insur-
ance companies offer 
lower rates for safer 
cars. 

What I really liked 
about this car was its 
sporty looks, especially 
its spoiler and how low 
to the ground it is. Not 
many cars under 
$20,000 look like they 
would be fun to drive. 
And there are not that 
many cars you can get 
for under $25,000 
coed on pg. 7 



I,/ numbers & 
numbers & 

numbers & 
bears, oh my! 

As I walked into the Star 
Southfield to watch Unbreakable, I 
was a little suspicious of how the 
directors of the movie could make 
a two-hour film that revolved 
around some dude surviving a train 
crash. However, I was definitely 
impressed. 

The movie, if you have seen 
the previews, stars Bruce Willis, as 
security guard David Dunn. He sur-
vives a train crash unscathed. People 
are bewildered by this miracle, es-
pecially a man named Elijah Price 
(Samuel L. Jackson). 

Price was born with a bone 
disease that made him extremely 
"breakable", injury prone. Mean-
while, David Dunn is struggling to 
renew a loveless marriage with his 
wife, a minor subplot that I would - 
suggest you ignore. Price devel-
oped, at an early age, an interest in 
comic books. He figured that if there 
was such a weak man as himself, 
there must be an " unbreakable" 
hero at the other end of the "break- 

Bert and Chrisicle (on vacation): 
Unbreakable Worth the Watch 

Bert Brown 

able spectrum". 
This seems a lot like the film 

" Devil's Advocate". By the way, 
please excuse my excessive use of 
quotation marks; I like it. 

Anyway, Price stalks Dunn, 
trying to convince him into believ-
ing his superhero theory. Dunn finds 
that he is indeed invincible to all 
things except water. In water, he 
will drown, for it is his "kryptonite". 
Dunn then acts on his newfound 
power by benching three hundred 
and fifty pounds. Now I have never 
taken much of a liking to the 
weights, but that sounds huge. 

After this, Dunn becomes the 
hero, stops a murderer and then 
comes the ending. I will not ruin it 
for you. If you don't like the whole 
film one bit, you will still like the 
ending. So, because I have seen it, 
I will tell you this is a good film 
I'll go with 3 and a half stars. See 
this film, it's good, it's no "Die 
Hard" in terms of action, but it's 
good, so take a look. 

18%: chance of having a 
white Christmas 
31 inches: highest snowfall 
during the month of 
December in Sault St. Marie 
60 degrees: highest 
temperature ever recorded 
on Christmas 
-21 degrees: lowest 
temperature ever recorded 
on Christmas 
6 inches: most snow on the 
ground Christmas Day 

What's on Your List'? 
48 % plan to buy apparel 
24% still don't know 
20% will buy toys 
16% buy something else 
10% give books or music 
9% will buy electronics 
But 24% plan to spend less 
this year 

Last Year's Busiest 
Shopping Days: 
1. Saturday, Dec. 18th 
2. Thursday, Dec. 23rd 
3. Wednesday, Dec. 22 
4. Tuesday, Dec. 21st 
5. Saturday, Dec. 11th 
6. Friday, Dec. 24th 
7. Monday, Dec. 20th 
8. Friday, Dec. 26th 
9. Sunday, Dec. 19th 
10. Friday, Dec. 17th 

The Sadies Ladies 
Experience: Nerve- 
Wracking 

After signing 
up to dance with 
the Sadies Ladies, 
I was not sure what 
the experience 
would entail. Be-
ing a senior, it al-
most seemed like a 
way of bonding 
with a class that I 
would be graduat-
ing from in a few 
months. 

Without ex-
actly knowing 
how advanced the 
dance routine 
would be or if I 
could handle danc-
ing in front of a 
portion of the 
school at the 
dance, I headed to 
the Wagner Audi-
torium for the first 
practice. 

At first, it 
seemed like with 
52 girls in the cho-
rus line dancing 
and only two in-
structors, Amy 
Cunningham and 
Bessie Vosotas, 
teaching us the 
sometimes com-
plicated moves, it 
would be a long 
two weeks before 

Ali Nathanson 

Sadies arrived. We 
practiced 	for 
hours, often times 
going over one 
move for the 
whole duration of 
the practice. 

The night of 
Sadies, all I 
thought about 
while 	getting 
ready and through 
dinner beforehand 
was how nervous I 
was to do the three 
minute dance! 

Getting our 
tee-shirts in the 
wrestling room be-
fore, I could sense 
that the rest of the 
girls felt the same 
way and that made 
me relax a little bit. 

As we were 
dancing, I felt a 
major sense of re-
lief and accom-
plishment for all 
the hard work the 
girls had done. 
Overall, the Sadies 
Ladies experience 
proved to be more 
rewarding than I 
initally thought 
and one I will not 
soon forget. 

News Briefs 

Ann Arbor, Michigan- Girls beware because a Univer-
sity of Michigan psychologist has found the link to bimbos 
and intelligence. According to Barbara Fredrickson, women 
who wear revealing or tight clothes may spend so much effort 
thinking about it that their brains don't have the capacity to do 
much else. "Any clothing or circumstances that make a 
woman feel self-conscious about how she looks to others, 
even if she thinks she looks great, mught reduce the mental 
energy she brings to demanding tasks, like solving advanced 
math problems." 

Norwalk, Connecticut- Cador department store ran a 
circular showing two smiling boys sitting around a Scrabble 
board with "RAPE" spelled out. The department store apolo-
gized for the 11 million copies that were distributed; they 
claim they don't know how it got past proofreaders. 

A new world record was set in Latvia when a team of 
doctors reattached four severed hands in five days. Three 
patients lost their hands while cutting down trees and the other 
was cut off in a dough machine. Normally, doctors reattach 
two to three hands a year. 

Fredricksburg, Virginia- Bungee jumper, Eric A. 
Barcia, taped together a number of plastic bungee cords, 
wrapped one end around his feet and tied the other to a 
railroad trestle. Then he jumped. Unfortunately, the cord was 
longer than the 70-foot distance between the trestle and the 
ground, which resulted in death on impact. 

New Ashford, Massachusetts- In the September 19th 
primary none of the town's 202 registered voters cast ballots, 
including the disgusted town clerk, who manned the polls for 
14 hours. In the June primary, Green Party candidate for the 
Maine legislature failed to vote for himself, leaving him with 
zero votes and forcing him to return his public financing. 

Texas- Lt. Gov. Rick Perry sent a fund-raising letter in 
July that not only shook down lobbyists, but asked lobbyists to 
rank their clients as how much they could be expected to be 
shaken down for (from $1,000 to $25,000). And the money 
flowed so freely at the GOP convention in August that Phila-
delphia Inquirer reporters discovered an accidentally discarded 
$5,000 lobbyists's check to a congressman stuck to the bottom 
of a utility cart outside the hall. 
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Sadies con't... 

Aries: Rev up for a 
month of excitement, ro-
mance and adventure as your 
energy ruler, Mars, makes its 
way through Libra (sign of 
art, beauty, and love) at a fa-
vorable angle to Uranus. 
You'll be driven out into the 
social scene, where you'll 
meet all sorts of interesting 
people. Don't be surprised if 
a new relationship comes 
your way this month! 

Taurus: You open the 
month serious and career-
driven as your ruler, lovely 
Venus, interacts strongle 
with responsible planet Sat-
urn. Use your energies to 
advantage by cranking out 
some extra hours on home-
work and organizing matters 
at home. 

Gemini: This month 
begins a little on the somber 
and serous side, as your ruler, 
analyticaal Mercury, moves 
through the intense sign of 
Scorpio. In order to improve 
your mood, changes in rela-
tionships, whether romantic 
or platonic, will be a 
neccesary action. 

Cancer: Assertive 
planet Mars stirs a restless-
ness and need for activity 
throughout the holiday sea-
son. Concentrate on getting 
out of situations that cause 
irration and instead, go out 
to all those parties! It's im-
portant to focus on goals for 
next year to mitigate this 
sense of restlessness. 

Leo: Challenges await 
you this month, but signifi-
cant, positive changes are in 
the works. Life will suddenly 
enter a whole new phase 
thanks to one significant 
event. With intelligence and 
logic, use the event to help 
you get back onto solid 
ground again. 

Libra: You will feel  

I 
grounded and at ease with 
even the most tedious tasks. 
As of the 18th, focus your en-
ergies on parties and social-
izing for though you feel in-
tellectually stimulated, unex-
pected opportunities will lure 
you into new relationships. 
Expect all sorts of unantici-
pated events to take place in 
your life in the relatively near 
future. 

I think it was at the 
ripe age of eleven when 
I purchased Linda 
Goodman's Star Signs. 
Although I was too na-
ive at the time to fully 
appreciate and under-
stand the book, it in-
trigued me. As I aged, I 
bought more books on 
the. topic, reading on and 
learning about astrol- 
ogy. 	, 

I have found that 
some people have 
strong prejudices or pre-
conceived notions about 
astrology when I try and 
have discussions about 
it. This has to do with 
"culturized 	horo- 
scopes", which have 
become a cliche in our 
society because of 

Sagittarius: Happy 
Birthday!!! December is your 
month to enter into a new stage 
of growth that will allow you 
to make a connection with that 
special someone. Try to re-
main true to your own motives 
and desires or you'll go 
through a period of major con-
fusion. You will feel an extra 
sense of creativity and emo-
tional awareness during your 
birth month. 

Scorpio: Get ready for 
a jolt of increased personal 
power and passion during the 
month of December. You are 
due for some added recogni-
tion and attention. Look out 
for molds of hectic times, 
but getting through occa-
sional doubt is a necessary 
pain for exciting transitions. 

newspapers, 
infomercials, and vari-
ous astrological 900-
numbers. 

Do not stray 
though, these horo-
scopes are completely 
different from the amaz-
ing ideas of astrology. 
The first step to this 
practice is knowing 
one's birthday. When a 
person is born, the sun 
and planets are alligned 
in certain positions un-
der the stars. Astrology 
relates to astronomy be-
cause of star formations. 
Some of these forma-
tions are astrological 
symbols such as the ar-
cher for Sagittarius. It 
can be concluded that 
cont'd on pg. 6 

Capricorn: It may 
seem like everyone around 
you is happy and getting 
what they want, while you 
are still stuck in the trenches. 
Don't compare yourself to 
other people and make judg-
ments based on their outside 
appearances. The truth of the 
matter is that most likely they 
are only looking at the im-
mediate future and only ex-
periencing short-term plea- 

sures. You, however, have 
your eyes set on the long 
haul, and will probably be 
much better off overall. 
Think about it! 

Virgo: Get on the fast 
track and use your powerful 
words and creative mind to 
make quick decisions that are 
mindful yet somewhat spon-
taneous. If you find yourself 
in a pinch today, don't worry 
about it. Simply relax, take a 
deep breath, and let your in-
tuition guide you to the path 
that is right for you. Instead 
of wasting your energy by 
thrashing around in the wa-
ter helplessly, yell for help. 
You may be pleasantly sur-
prised at what appears! 

Aquarius: Imagina-
tion and fantasy represent a 
big part of your thinking to-
day, and you should not hesi-
tate to embrace this frame of 
mind. There is a great deal 
of power that can be drawn 
from your sense of freedom 
to explore and dream. Your 
thinking is more of a higher 
consciousness at this time 
and you should take advan-
tage of this lofty perspective 
by seeing things from a more 
neutral point of view. Con-
sider it all carefully before 
making any kind of decision. 

Pisces: Engage more 
of your rational mind today. 
If, however, your mind con-
tinues on its track into the 
fantasy world it loves to 
dwell in, you might consider 
enlisting the help of people 
who you know can help you 
bring grounding and a sense 
of discipline to your situa-
tion. For you, the general 
feeling of the day is likely to 
be that the mind is willing but 
the flesh is weak. Let others 
help you get inspired to get 
out of lazy-mode. 

*taken from Yahoo astrology 

Top Cars cont'd... 

loaded with options. 
However, the only en-
gine choice on the SC2 
is the 4 cylinder 100 
horsepower 1.9 liter en-
gine, so you won't be 
getting Corvette perfor-
mance from this car. 

All in all, Saturn 
did a good job with this 
car and the SC2 cer-
tainly abolishes the car 
manufacturer's generic 
image for me. Keep 
your eye out early next 
year for Saturn's new 
SUV, bound to be yet 
another revolutionary 
car for Saturn. 

When the Mustang 
was first introduced in 
1964, its main goal was 
to provide a great qual-
ity sports car for the 
people who could not 
afford sports car pricing. 

This still rings true 
for the Mustang today. 
Redesigned for the 1999 
model year, the Ford 
Mustang Coupe is as 
cool looking as it has 
ever been. In 1964, a 
Mustang was a mere 
$2,320, Today, the 
Coupe starts at $16,800, 
but the convertible ver-
sion will run to about 
$22,220. 

Either way, this car 
is one of the best buys 
for the dollar. Not only 
is it a great car, Mus-
tangs have proven to 
have a high resale value. 

Standard on the  

2001 Mustang Coupe is 
a 3.8 Liter 12 Valve V6 
that produces about 200 
horsepower. The 4.6 
liuter V8 delivers 260 
horsepower for $4000 
more. 

The Ford Mus-
tang received four out of 
five star in frontal colli-
sion testing from the 
National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administra-
tion. This may save 
money on insurance 
bills. Fuel economy for 
the V6 automatic is 19 
miles per gallon in the 
city and 27 miles per 
gallon on the highway. 

For $16,805, the 
Mustang has some great 
standard features in-
cluding a CD player, 
keyless entry, and 
leather seating. These 
are features you would 
have to pay extra for in 
most other cars in the 
same price bracket. 

However, if you 
want to enhance your 
Mustang, there are also 
a lot of options to 
choose from. My favor-
ites are the rear spoiler 
($310) and the Mach 
Sound System with 6-
disc CD changer ($395). 
A 4-speed automatic 
transmission is avail-
able for $815 extra. 

The Mustang 
Coupe proves that good 
value does not necessar-
ily mean that the 
automaker has to sacri- 

fice looks and perfor-
mance. With its muscle 
car styling and its 
muscle car perfor-
mance, it is obvious 
why Mustang outsells 
its competition. 

my head as I watched 
them do familiar moves 
that involved shaking 
something and moving 
something else. That 
was what the twenty 
dollar entrance fee was 

Or possibly for the 
little blue whistles at the 
end, that we will save 
forever to remember 
this special night. Of 
course we will never 
forget the ensuing rape 
whistle jokes that 
showed up at every 
party later that night. 

Reading this you 
must remember that ev-
ery news article in a 
school paper must con-
tain a minimum amount 
of complaint, but if 
dancer coordinaters just 
learned that all students 
want out of a dance is a 
DJ, some water, and a 
chance to show off, they 
could drop all the non-
sense and stop charging 
for things we don't care 
about. Then maybe our 
headlines wouldn't lie. 

Astrology cont'd... 

the sun's position on 
one's birthday will be 
their sun sign. And be-
cause homo sapiens are 
so quick, they realized 
that certain dates 
corrolate with certain 
star locations. That is 
why people born be-
tween September 21st 
and October 22nd are 

- known as Libras. 
Another key 

idea to understanding 
astrology is knowing 
what a "moon sign" is. 
When reading about 
their "sun sign", people 
find a good portion of 
the description doesn't 
apply to them. They 
should not lose faith in 
astrology. 

The moon and the 
rest of the solar systems 
are aligned the same 
way the stars are. Plan-
ets, the moon especially, 
are on different rotation 
cycles though. This 
means that someone 
born in January with a 
sun sign of a Capricorn 
would have a moon sign 
of Cancer. The moon 
sign can explain "holes" 
in their astrological de-
scription, especially if 
the moon sign and sun 
sign have very opposite 
traits. 

Haley Stevens 
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