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Ponczocha 
John Blahnik 
Business Editor 

Math teacher Joseph 
Ponczocha has been having 
trouble "keeping his act fresh." 
Ponczocha, who is arguably 
the best comedian on the 
Seaholm circuit, has been 
using the same" old bits" since 
last September and is no 
longer at the vanguard of 
math-based comedy. 

One of Ponczocha's 
trademark jokes, "Don't 
Drink and Derive' — a calculus 
pun based on the hackneyed 
phrase "Don't Drink and 
Drive" — has been told "a 
hundred million times" 
according to senior Calculus 
student Phil Dietrich. 
"Ponczocha used to be a 
comic genius," continued 
Dietrich. "However, last class 
period, after Jess [Booth, a 
member of Ponczocha's 6th  
hour audience] read off a 
wrong answer, I could totally 
tell that he was going to use 
his 'Don't Drink and Derive' 
bit. By the time he said it, the 
whole audience could see it 
coming, and Ponczocha got 
zero laughs." 

Although in recent days 
Ponczocha, who performs 
under the stage.  name Ponch, 
is no stranger to "crickets," 
only a few weeks ago he 
"brought down the house" — 
jargon for telling a successful 
joke — with a an upbeat 
rendition of E=mc. 

"We had just turned in 
our homework quizzes," 
explained 6th  hour student 
Max Leonard, "when Ponch 

noticed that most people had 
forgotten to include a unit of 
measure in their answer. To 
stress the importance of detail, 
Ponch ran up on stage, wrote 
E=mc on the board, and said 
'Details are important! You 
think Einstein would have 
been famous if he wrote this? 
No, he would have been a 
failure!' The audience broke 
out in laughter; a few of my 
friends turned blue in the 
face.' 

'Then, before we could 
recover,' added Max as a large 
grin sprawled across his face, 
"Ponch cleared his throat, 
stared into the audience with 
the poise of a comedian who 
has been working on his act 
since 1908"— Ponczocha tells 
a joke in which he exaggerates 
his age for comedic purposes 
— "and to further emphasize 
his point, wrote a+b=-c on 
the board;i couldn't ,stop 

laughing." Max tried to finish 
his story, but the memory of 
the "totally hilarious" set 
caused him to start giggling, 
and his voice was barely 
audible over his suppressed 
laughter. 

Later, when Max 
regained his composer, he 
continued: "That bit is 
timeless. Later in the day, as I 
told a friend about Ponch's 
joke, I laughed so hard milk 
came out of my nose. I leakned 
my lesson quick: You can't 
hear or tell one of Ponch's 
jokes while drinking milk; it 
will just come shooting out 
of your nose." 

Nevertheless, that 
incident was nearly a month 
ago, and other students are 
more critical of Ponczocha's 
act. More recently, after 
Ponczocha caught students 
making the cam e  mistake he 

(Continued on page 2) 

g ,Alit of material 

Ponczocha gets crickets at his latest pe ormance 

Ortal Lieberman 

StiffWriter 

"Restructuring" has become a four-
lettered word throughout the halls of 
Seaholm High School. Rumors have been 
flying since the middle of last year about a 
possible six-period day, and committees have 
finally begun to evaluate our current crisis. 

This potential change will affect all 
aspects of every student's education in this 
school. And in most, if not all, cases, these 
changes will have a negative result for their 
future plans. 

In my endeavor to seach for answers to 
our restructuring dilema, I scheduled a 
meeting with our principal, Mr. Piper, and 
this is what I found out: Seaholm, 
unfortunately and unbelievably, is in a 
financial pinch right now. What used tosbe 
known as our large budget has now been 
radically altered and has dwindled in size, 
causing Seaholm to fall into a four million 
dollar deficit. With less money to spend,  

Mr. Piper has devised a plan that will 
accommodate this change in funding. This is 
where the potential six period day comes 
in. 

Here's the plan: because keeping 
Seaholm the same would be unrealistic with 
the new budget cuts, Mr. Piper has chosen 
to let go of approximately ten teachers, 
thereby saving Seaholm some much needed 
money. However, a fewer number of 
teachers means a decrease in the choice of 
classes Seaholm students can sign up for. 

You can also bet that the dasses chosen 
won't be core classes such as Math or 
Science, but fun electives, such as Creative 
Writing and Jewelry. Thus, with fewer 
students taking the classes, the electives we 
all find ourselves looking forward to will 
eventually vanish. 

As I mentioned earlier, any change that 
occurrs will affect every student, induding 
the Flex students. With fewer periods per 
day, Flex will no longer be able to offer their 
famous three-period block days, but will  

have to change to accommodate the new 
six-period day. Flex will therefore be 
transformed into a two-period class. 

Nor can we forget the hundreds of 
Seaholm students in Band, Orchestra, and 
Choir. Since these classes already take up 
two elective spots per year, with a shortened 
day, participating students will only be 
offered two total electives per yearThis does 
not include the students enrolled in both a 
music class and a foreign language class. 
These students will not be offered any 
electives at all during the entire year if they 
wish to remain in these programs. 

There is still hope, however. Currently 
there is a restructuring committee at Seaholm 
that meets to discuss the different options 
for future revised schedules. One option is 
a 4x4 block that collapses one year's of work 
into only one semester. This will be 
especially hard on AP classes, and will no 
doubt add pressure to already stressed-out 
students. The committee is also talking 
about adding more students per class to each  

classroom, which is one way to eliminate 
teachers and save the school some money. 

Another choice is theTrim ester system, 
offering the same choice of classes during 
the overall year. School will still start in late 
August and end in early June, the only 
difference being that instead of having two 
semesters, the school year will be divided 
into three terms, called trimesters. There 
would be five classes per trimester, each 
class lasting 75 minutes, meeting every day. 
Thus a class that would usually take two 
semesters to complete would finish in two 
trimesters. With the trimester plan, you 
accomplish the required amount of m inutes 
per class in a shorter time, leaving one extra 
trimester for electives. Unlike the six-period 
day plan, you would end up with eight 
dasses per year at the end of the year instead 
of six. 

Although there is no escape from 
restructuring Seaholm as we know it, the 
trimester system offers hope to both 
stuents and teachers alike. 

Forensics "Brings Home the Bacon') 
Charlotte Sandy 
StaffVVriter 

Who would you expect to find at 
Seaholm at 6:30 on a Saturday morning, 
dressed up and energetically running 
about the front lobby singing "Bring 
Home the Bacon"? Who would you find 
practicing in the hallways after school, 
equipped with a timer and stool, wearing 
a spirit sweatshirt? No one but the 
dedicated members of the Seaholm 
Forensics Team. 

Not to be mistaken With "forensics' 
that people associate with dead bodies and 
crime labs, this forensics actually involves 
public speaking competitions.Yet the term 
"public speaking" is so expansive that 
forensics is actually divided up into three 
major categories: limited prep, 
interpretation, and public address. The 
Forensics Team runs in many ways like 
any individual team sport, such as 
swimming. Although people compete in 
different categories, every one combines 
together in the end as one part of a large, 
unified team. The team spirit element is 
there as well; motivational team warm-
ups, team sweatshirts, and Friday night 
pasta-parties help bond everyone 
together before the competitions. The 
tournaments themselves take place in 
local high schools, such as Eisenhower, 
Groves, and Dexter, and usually last 
around 12 hours. 

With all of the pressure and stress 
that forensics requires, the question is 
whether it is all worth it. Indeed, fear of 
public speaking is esteemed to be one of 
the leading phobias in the United States. 
Since this activity is crucial to many career 
fields, practicing these skills early on gives 
students an extra edge that is sure to help 
them in their futures. 

The true worth of forensics, though, 
lies in the enjoyment of performing. 
Surely forensics is not for everyone. The 
people who compete and love their topic 
or piece are those who thrive on this 

activity. The team slogan perhaps could be: 
"Focus on the message." Everyone on the 
team loves what they do; they love 
performing, and it shines through their 
vibrant presentations. Even though it can 
be stressful at times, almost everyone on 
the team would emphatically recommend 
forensics to their peers. Sophomore Paul 
Sandy, a member of the Impromptu 
category on the team, says, "Forensics 
helps prepare students for future jobs, and 
is definitely worth it." It not only prepares 
people for their chosen field of study but. 
alsoquenches a part of students' need to 
perform. Steffi Hill, senior, likes forensics 
because she thinks that it, "inspires 
teenagers to take center stage." 

This year, however, the ForensicsTeam 
is a bit different from its past shape. 
Forensics has existed at Seaholm ever since 
the 1970s, when actress Laura banes (ER's 
Dr. Carrie Weaver) participated in the 
activity. Team membership slowed 
immensely until Justin LaBond took over-
the program about 10 years ago. Ever since 
that time, forensics has been a steadily 
growing activity at Seaholm, and last year 
the team received 5th  place overall in Class 
A at the state tournament, losing to all-
time rival Groves and other competitive 
schools such as Portage Northern and 
Central. This year, however, due to 
tremendous talent and effort seen by the 
members, the team has  been showing great 
promise as was seen on March 18th  at the 
biggest tournament of the year, when 
Seaholm took 2nd  place overall beaten only 
by Andover's large team. Senior captain 
Erin Thorsby is one of many that say that 
the team is showing lots of vitality this year. 

With these high hopes for the future, 
the team is continuing to the next level: 
districts. The overall goal is to do well at 
the state tournament in early May. Look 
out for later in the year, too, when you 
will see "forensicators" showing off their 
good work for Seaholm students on 
"Forensics Day". 
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(Ponczocha continued from Page 1) 

More recently, after Ponczocha 
caught students making the same 
mistake he had exhorted them against, 
he took the stage vigorously and wrote 
a2+132=c. However, as a heckler pointed 
out, it was the third time Ponczocha had 
used that joke. According to comedy 
club attendee Alistair Chan, when Ponch 
was outed, "he froze like a deer in the 
headlights." 

"He tried to recover by writing 
E=mc on the chalkboard," elaborated 
Chan, "but only that stupid girl who 
giggles at everything laughed, and even 
she stopped when she realized that no 
one else found it fimny. I tried to force a 
smile, you know, for Ponch's sake, but I 
am sure it looked fake. I'm surprised 
Piper didn't grab a hook and yank him  
offstage to save him from 
embarrassment.Youlmow, it's sad to see 
a comedian who doesn't know when to 
quit. He was the ambassador of math-
based comedy in his prime. Once, after 
I asked him why I needed to know 
calculus, he replied, 'because the 
Chinese can't do everything!' Why can't 
he be clever like that again?" 

Added Chan, "At least he isn't as 
bad as some of the comedians at 
Groves.' Due to scheduling conflicts, 
Chan took his first semester of AB 

Calculus at Groves, which has a 
completely different type of humor. 
Their wit relies commonplace jokes 
while Ponch is more about "mature 
observational humor." 

Although some critics find his act 
anemic, they cannot deny its strong 
influence over other comedians. Both 
Keith Hart and Eric Bruns have 
borrowed the rudimentary structure of 
Ponczocha's math-based comedy act. 
Hart -draws upon his Pre-Calculus 
background to create pun-based one-
liners. Even though many students find 
Hart to be a" com ic's comic" at first, after 
a few weeks his pun-based one-liners, 
such as, "Why is being a dentist like 
solving for x-intercepts? Because you're 
looking for the root of the problem', or,  

"Why is 6 afraid of 7? Because 7 ate 9," 
become soporific prosaic drivel. 

On the other hand, because Bruns 
is a tenacious comic who has the 
chutzpah to leave the realm of 
mathematics to find inspiration, he has 
attracted a small cult following after the 
institution of Bad Tie Thursday, a day in 
which Bruns models an unsightly tie, 
and Words ofWisdom Wednesday, a day 
in which Bruns reads a platitude from a 
book Riled  with innocuous advice. 

While Ponczocha's proteges may be 
gaining ground, Ponczocha still has the 
prime time slots, AB and BC Calculus, 
while Hart and Bruns still work amateur 
hour - Geometry, Algebra, and Pre-
Calculus. 

Furthermore, while a few comedy 
club goers feel that listening to 
Ponczocha's pre-written material is 
tantamount to taking an opiate, several 
fans believe Ponch has become a deft 
improvisational virtuoso. 

"Sometimes during Ponch's show 
I'll leave to get a cookie," said senior 
Alex Timlin. "Once I offered to get him 
[a cookie] and he said 'I never eat bread 
products; I might as well paste them on!' 
Do you get it? He was saying he gets fat 
when he eats bread! It's times like these 
that I remember why Ponch performs 
during prime time and why Hart still 
works amateur hour." 

Nevertheless, John Roberts has an 
anecdote that belies the belief that 
Ponczocha is the next Robin Williams. 
"A few weeks ago, during Ponch's 
'drinking and deriving bit,' I left my seat 
to blow my no se.Wanting to instill future 
values in me, Ponch exclaimed, 'Snotty 
college professors will never let you 
blow your nose during class!' Feeling 
unusually whim sical, I retorted, 'Not if 
they're snotty!' I got more laughs than 
Ponczocha had gotten all day. Stunned, 
Pouch pretended that he had 
intentionally set me up, but the whole 
audience knew that I had beaten Ponch 
at his own game." 

Still, Ponczocha's belittlers should 
note that Seaholm is quite a hard venue  

to perform. Seaholm, unlike many 
comedy clubs, does not have a "two 
drink limit" — many comedy clubs 
require their patrons to purchase two 
alcoholic drinks to gain  admission — an 
experienced comic uses the "two drink 
limit" as a crutch. When the crowd is 
sober, he tells his best jokes. However, 
once the crowd is intoxicated, he knows 
he can get a laugh with any pun. Since 
Seaholm does not require its patrons to 
purchase two alcoholic drinks before 
entering class and the vast majority of 
club-goers choose to be sober during 
Ponczocha's act, Ponch must tell side-
splitting jokes throughout his whole set. 
Some comedy club enthusiasts say that 
Ponczocha's recent decline in popularity 
was not fomented by his alleged 
ineptitude, but rather by the inherent 
lack of hum or in mathematics. As Junior 
Alex Solomon quipped, "Math just isn't 
funny? 

When asked to name the next 
"funny academic subject," many patrons 
of the Seaholm comedy circuit 
mentioned Biology. " Bio is too funny. Did 

you know that dividing plant cells have 
deavage furrows?" said a member of the 
freshman class who has yet to hit 
puberty. 

Other students, especially those 
who have seen Bob Drager's adroit 
farcical performances, say that Social 
Studies is the funniest class of them all. 
However, with the impending 

retirement of Drager, a consummate 
master of the double entendre — for his 
Halloween costume, Drager drew a 
checlunark on a piece of paper and, in a 
droll burlesque of our nation's 
jurisprudence, balanced on one leg On 
top of the checkmark — Social Studies 
will certainly b ecom e "less funny' in the 
near future. 

Still, other students believe Chinese 
is the most jocular dass. "Chinese is a 
riot," said a freshman girl. "Half of the 
words don't even sound like English!' 

Nevertheless, Ponczocha's fans 
hang on to one aphorism: "The Chinese 

can't do everything!" 

Os-car celebrates his 78th 
Casey Geraldo 
StaffVVriter 

On March 5, 2006, 
38.9 million viewers 
watched 213 minutes of 
glitz, and glamorous 
celebrities. This Kodak 
theater event is none other 
than The Academy Awards, 
attracting big stars, 
enthused fans and the 
media each year. This year 
was no different. 

Although the show 
started at 8, coverage began 
far earlier with the fashion 
show on the red carpet. For 
those not going with the 
neutraltrend, the colors 
were rich. Favorite dresses 
seem to be Michelle 
Williams' citrine dress, 
Jennifer Lopez's moss 
green dress and Reese 
Witherspoon's 
embroidered dress. Other 
weel-dressedwom en 
included Salma Hayek, 
Uma Thurman, Jessica 
Alba, and the ever-elegant 
Meryl Streep. Sandra 
Bullock, Amy Adams and 
Maggie Gyllenhaal all went 
for the functional pocket 
dress. Some of the less 
popular dresses or 
ensembles were worn by 
Lauren Hutton, and Naomi 
Watts. Hutton's ensemble 
was an interesting mix of 
clam diggers, a matching 
jacket and a very elaborate 
sash worn around her 
waist. Watts wore a skin-
colored lacy piece that 

looked slightly tattered, 
unusual for the glamorous 
star of King Kong. 

After the traditional 
red carpet fuss,the show 
began.The show's host, Jon 
Stewart, took two and ahalf 
minutes to crack his first 
Brokeback Mountain joke. 17 
minutes later, the awards 
actually began with a 
comedic 	acceptance 
speech for Best Supporting 
Actor by George Clooney. 

While 	Brokeback 

Mountain was thought to be 
a shoo in for Best Picture 
when nominations were 
released,crew and cast 
must be glad that they did 
not start celebrating then 
and there. In a shocking 
upset, Crash beat Brokeback 

for the coveted award. 
However, director Ang Lee 
benefited from the 
controversial hit, winning 
the award for Best 
Director. 

Just as Crash's win was 
highly unexpected, Reese 
Witherspoon's win for 
Best Actress was to be 
anticipated. Other major 
award winners include 
Philip Seymour Hoffman 
for Best Actor and Rachel 
Weisz for Best Supporting 
Actress. 

The 2006 Academy 
Awards was a typical night 
for Hollywood- as typical 
as the outrageously 
glamorous Hollywood--
nothing extradordinay. 
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C 	Opsessive High Schcol Musical Di axier 
Jordan Kristopik 
StaffWriter 

For the week of February 27th, the single 
"Breaking Free" traveled from number 86 
to number --the steepest climb the Billboard 
Music charts have seen in 4-8 years.The song, 
which is a part of Disney Channel's most 
popular movie, has been "breaking records" 
since its soundtrack debut on January 7th. 
And its not just the song that has been 
sending people through the roof, it's the 
movie. Originally directed for the aged 9-
14- demographic, High School Musical has 
been catching the eye of teens well into their 
high school years. 

The actual origin of the High School 
epidemic remains unknown. Disney, 
though, went all out for its advertising, 
having viewers hooked months before its 
debut.They also used other sources for their 
advertising, such as billboards, and even 
People magazine. 

Disney, as usual, took average actors and 
overexposed them. Leads Zac Efron and 
Vanessa Hudgens are household names on 
the Disney channel, and have had special 
rotes in another one of Disney's hit TV 
shows- The Suite Life of Zack and Cody. In fact, 
Ashley Tilsdale, who plays Sharpay, had her 
Disney debut on Zack and Cody. While 
Hudgens, Efron, and Tilsdale are 
entertaining, their voices are extremely 
nasal. 

The actors of High School Musical have 
done tons of promotional extras, including 
a "Sing-a-long" version. They have also had 
many behind-the-scenes features on Disney, 
as well as giving dance lessons in a" dance-a-
long" version. Even though Disney may be 
playing the same movie over and over, it  

continues to draw more viewers, clearly as a 
result of the extras. Disney utilized its 
resources to build and maintain 
momentum: introducing the cast in its New 
Year's Eve special, offering free downloads 
of Breaking Free (through codes placed in 
ads at bus shelters and malls), broadcasting 
music videos, spinning songs on Radio 
Disney's 53 stations and sending viewers to 
DisneyChannel.com  for lyrics to the 
movie's songs. Between the movie's 
premiere and a karaoke version that aired a 
day later, the site logged a record of 1.2 
million visitors and 500,000 downloads. 

The epidemic spreading through 
Seaholm, however, is addicting masses of 
students. On the day of the premiere, several 
girls were spotted wearing High School 
Musical tee shirts, as well as crowing the 
soon-to-be popular songs. Sophomore 
Lizzie Curcuru is often seen watching High 
School Musical on her iPod at her own high 
school musical practice (for Beauty and the 
Beast). "The irony is ridiculous," she says. 

High School Musical enthusiast Susie 
Plaggemars, a freshman, says, "As I watched 
Zac Efron hit the high notes, I was given a 
sensation that touched my soul... deeply.' 

Sophomore Alison Darany also agrees, 
"Troy's voice was significantly better than 
Gabriella's." 

The movie has a band of followers 
passionate about every element of the catchy 
movie. The actual film however, is painfully 
horrific.Why are poor writing, bad singing, 
and tortuous acting creating such a stir? A 
lack of anything good to watch on TV? 
Maybe. But to most it is just a guilty pleasure 
for forgetting about real high school, and 
falling into a world of perfect hair, strict  

cliques, and an essence of song. Is this the 
Grease for a new generation? 

Despite Disney's lack of talent in 
creating actually good movies, the numbers 
are showing. Ratings for Disney are even 
better now than when they were during The 
Lizzie McGuire era, which was said to be the 
channel's peak. High School's premiere 
averaged 7.7 million viewers, a network 
record and the month's top-rated non-
sports cable broadcast. It was the No. 1 
movie of the month against all basic cable 
networks. The music has sparked an online 
buying frenzy. Breaking Free peaked at No. 1 
on the digital tracks chart and has sold 
192,000 downloads in five weeks. The 
soundtrack also remained at No.1 on top of 
iTunes for weeks. 

Thanks to Disney's clever marketing, 
and most thanks to the viewers' responses, 
Disney has agreed to a DVD, due out May 
23'd. It has two versions: the original and a 
sing-along edition that displays on-screen 
lyrics so viewers can participate in the 
musical numbers. Bonus materials include 
dance lessons by choreographer Kenny 
Ortega, videos of We're All inThisTogether and 
I Can't Take My Eyes Off You (previously 
unreleased) and behind-the-bleachers 
footage. 

Sophomore Maddie Caldwell says her 
"BFF" Maria will be very excited, for 'She's 
seen it 5 times, and 'mows every word to 
every song. She even watched the dance-a-
long version twice, and aspires to be a dancer 
in the sequel. You should really see her jazz 
square.' 

Well, Maria, good news. Disney has also 
agreed to a sequel, most likely to focus 
around the actual musical part of High School  

Musical. So far, most of the actors have agreed 
to do it, but it has a planned release of 2007. 
The wait is far off, but there are enough 
extras and paraphernalia to keep a true fan 
busy. 

Don't be afraid to come out of the High 
School Musical closet. Although some fans 
have found their recent addiction distracting 
to the point of not being able to function, it 
is all worthwhile. While the cure to 
Obsessive High School Musical Disorder 
(OHSMD) remains unknown, plans for a 
12-step program in the works (the current 
motto: We're All in this Together). Check 
out the top 10 signs you have OHSMD: 1. 
You feel a sudden need to say" Get' cha head 
in the game!" to pump a teammate up 2. 
You find yourself doing jazz squares down 
the hall 3.You wear a lot of exotic hats (a la 
Ryan and Sharpay) 4.YourTiVO is exhausted 
from recording too many versions of the 
movie 5. You wish your name were Sharpay 
6.You try to get the cafeteria to break into 
coordinated song and dance 7.You try to 
change the school mascot to the Wildcats, 
and join the basketball team8.You start a 
Scholastic Decathlon team9.You make 
creme bruleelO.Karaoke is your new 
favorite pastime 

High School musical is a phenomenon 
like no other. Breaking tons of records, it 
has even become a lifestyle for some. While 
people believe it is over publicized and over 
rated, it is hard to deny the catchy tunes. It 
has become a common escape for the 
masses. 

While Freshman Sarabeth Wells 
calls it, "My, like, favorite movie ever," I find 
it best put in the words of Junior Kelsey 
Otterbein:" Simply amazing." 

More than Leprechauns and Pots of Gold 
Charlotte Sandy 
Staff*VVriter 

St. Patrick's Day. Immediately 
the thought of green comes to mind: 
green shamrocks, leprechauns, 
cookies, beer, and clothing. Every 
time March 17th  rolls around and we 
hear Irish music and see loads of 
green, we wonder why exactly we 
celebrate this holiday. Who is St. 
Patrick really? And how did the day 
evolve through the years from a day 
supposedly honoring a saint to a 
secular Irish day? 

As some Catholic students 
perhaps recall from catechism class, 
St. Patrick actually lived from 383-
493 AD. He was not born in Ireland; 
he most likely spent his childhood 
in Wales or Britain. ha fact, his name 
wasn't even Patrick. He was born 
Maewyn Succat, but he changed his 
name upon becoming a priest. 

Many legends shroud this 
mysterious historical figure, and one 
of them is that he was captured by 
Irish raiders and lived in Ireland as a 
prisoner, at which time he became a 
devout Christian. Nevertheless, one 
day Patrick apparently had a 
revelation that he needed to convert 
the pagan Celtics in Ireland. 

The shamrock comes into the 
story because Patrick used the three 
parts of the shamrock to represent 
the trinity. 'He regularly made the 
analogy that, "Here are three leaves, 
yet it is one plant. Imagine the Father, 
Son, and the Holy Spirit as each of 
these leaves." Much folklore is 
associated with St. Patrick, such as 
the belief that he forced the snakes 
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out of Ireland, which could be a 
symbol of the Irish conversion to 
Christianity. 

St. Patrick became the Patron 
Saint for Ireland, and St. Patrick's Day, 
March 171  was actually the day on 
which St. Patrick was thought to have 
died. The holiday came to America 
publicly in 1737 with a Boston 
celebration. It traditionally was a 
Christian, primarily Roman Catholic, 
holiday at which time people were 
supposed to pray for missionaries and 
spiritually renew their lives. 
Ironically, in Ireland the day was taken 
so seriously, all pubs were closed up 
until the 1970's. 

So what happened? How did a 
day honoring a saint turn into an 
international, green, drinking day?As 
America adopted St. Patrick's Day, the 
holiday became associated with all of 
the stereotypical Irish characteristics: 
drinking, luck, green, and 
shamrocks. Many cities in the United 
States today have large St. Patrick's 
Day parades and celebrations, 
offering a kind of tribute to Irish 
culture rather than to any religious 
missionary. Green beer, shamrocks, 
corn beef and cabbage, and Irish folk 
songs are common on March 17th. 

According to the US Census 
Bureau, 93.3 million Americans plan 
to wear green on St. Patrick's Day, 
and 21.6 gallons of beer per capita 
involve the more than sober 
American alcohol consumption on 
this special day. Even though Ireland, 
formerly took this holiday seriously 
to honor St. Patrick, the Irish 

government eventually declared the 
celebration to be a useful way to 
promote Irish culture and promote 
tourism. 

Sadly, St. Patrick's Day slowly has 
taken the fate of the other prominent 
Christian holidays such as Easter and 
Christmas. 	This 	gradual 
commercialism and exploitation of 
the formerly religious day promotes 
drinking, wearing green and being 
Irish, when we are missing the point 
of celebrating March 17th  at all. Just 
like Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny, 
now the leprechauns and shamrocks 
are taking their places as the route to 
increased spending and excuses to get 
drunk. All of these symbols have led 
to the degradation of the holiday, 
when really, the clear intention of the 
day is indeed for Christians to renew 
their spirituality and to pray to saints. 

The emphasis on Irish folk 
culture is good in a cultural respect, 
but the fact is that it's meshing with 
the purity of the original holiday. 
Nobody needs to get drunk and wear 
green just because it's March 17th.The 
point of tlle holiday is to celebrate St. 
Patrick's life, not have an excuse to 
"be Irish for a day." 

So, perhaps this once spiritual 
break from the mundane aspects of 
life has crumbled into the typical 
media frenzy, but the best step to 
changing your St. Patty's Day 
perceptions is awareness. So, the next 
time you see a shamrock or are 
reminded of the special green beer, 
think twice what it really means to 

celebrate the holiday. 
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MyS pace ours Freshman agree the 

Musical is worth the work 
Jessica Kursman 
StaffVVriter 

After choosing to write this 
article, I realized there was no 
other topic I would actually, less 

prefer to write about than 
MySpace. I would guess 
approximately half of the school 
is registered on MySpace, if not 
more, and I blew that no matter 
'what I wrote, after reading this 
article, these people would most 
likely become offended. 
Nevertheless, with the recent 
trend, I realized it was impossible 
to make this article objective and 
have decided to state things the 
way they are. And there's a lot to 
talk about when it comes to local 
MySpace issues, let alone national 
concerns such as sexual 
predators, privacy, and free 
speech. 

I thought that the best word 
to describe MySpace would most 
likely be that it is a "trend". Most 
students' -MySpaces are merely 
for the entertainment of 
themselves and their friends, and 
nothing else. Regretfully though, 
not everyone has the same 
innocent intentions. 

It is my strong belief that 
some people have become a bit 
too taken with their MySpaces — 
or, should I say, with themselves. 
I'm talking about the kids who 
take at least twenty photos of 
themselves until they are 
perfectly framed in front of the 
camera with the ideal stance and 
just the right expression, perfectly 
showing them their intense" teen-
angst' . 

Walking through the halls, 
however, I see people laughing and 
talking in their perfect 
imperfections, not contrived 
freeze-frame shots reflected off a 
bathroom mirror. Maybe the right 
word is actually 'egotistical." It's 
funny how much individuals can 
change from talking to them in 
person to reading what they have 
to say about themselves and the 
world online. My question is, is it 
typical in regular conversation for 
people to list their favorite 
hobbies, movies, and bands, and 
say that in the lastmonth they have 
in fact eaten a whole box of 
Oreos? Why not throw in a 
portrait package of photographs 
taken from different angles; make 
sure that some are in different 
lighting, and at least half are dose-
ups. In a real life introduction, I 
do not receive a short summary 
of my new acquaintance, but it 
appears that things somehow 
miraculously change when they 
are posted on the inteniet. 

But who am I to talk? These 
are probably the kids who have a 
bright future in advertising, 
because they have figured out how 
to sell themselves in less than a 
paragraph, something that takes a 
lot less time to read than to watch 
a thirty-second commercial. 
Believe me, I can now recognize a  

unique, rebellious, intellectual 
who does not care what other 
people think, after viewing those 
hard-core pictures posted on their 
site.These, of course, are the same 
people that will argue that they 
are very nonchalant and don't care 
about MySpace. 

After asking a few students 
about their MySpaces, most 
shrugged the question off. "No big 
deal," was the typical response. 
And really, I couldn't agree more. 
But honestly, after viewing several 
websites with coordinating 
backgrounds, borders, pictures, 
and graphics, I think that they just 
might have spent a little bit too 
much time on it to shrug it off and 
say that it ienot a big deal.' 

After claiming that MySpace 
is a joke, most people laugh. I find 
myself laughing too, because I bet 
when they get home, they check 
to see if anyone has left them any 
comments, or if they have been 
moved into a new friend's 'Top 8'! 
Which is an attribute of the site: 
now communicating with friends 
is only a click away! 	• 

Another word that comes 
easily to mind to describe 
MySpace is "voyeuristic." The fact 
remains that this website that is 
"not a big deal" has gathered more 
than a million users. MySpace is 
in fact not really "your" space, but 
more like Everyone'sSpace, 
where you are connected in a 
network with thousands of 
people'. 

Whatever you post, it is in fact 
anything but private. Several 
Seaholm students have been 
victims of a smaller version of 
identity theft, after an anonymous 
user stole their pictures and 
pretended that they were 
someone else. Your words and 
pictures are up on the Internet  

24/7, with free admission to 
whoever is viewing you from their 
home. 

For some people, I think that 
this tiny trend has gotten a little 
out of hand. I believe people are 
now expressing themselves 
through categorizing their likes 
and dislikes into little boxes, 
backgrounds, quotes and 
captions. 

Does the world really care 
about all of those seemingly 
unique, weird things that are listed 
(sometimes, even in third person) 
in the "about me" section? I guess 
the only thing funnier than those 
lists of immature ramblings, is that 
I have read them, and I bet that a 
whole lot of other people have, 
too. 

I find it dehumanizing that 
people can now be classified as 
better friends by a dick and drag 
into the 'Top 8 I find it demeaning 
that people are given their own 
small area on a friends list, 
overlooked as one scrolls down 
the page, eyeing the rest of the 
pictures. But that is MySpace; we 
are given a small space, along with 
the rest of the hundreds and 
thousands of users. 

I wonder if I'm the only one 
who finds it disturbing that 
people can file through each 
other's sites (pictures, interests, 
hobbies), viewing and discarding, 
clicking on the links to the next 
person, as if merely perusing 
through a catalogue. 

I find it degrading that 
automatic assumptions are made 
by a glance at little boxes: this 
person plays sports; this person is 
into the arts. More like a number, 
instead of a person. 

I have finally realized that the 
best word to describe MySpace is 
"impersonal."  

Alexandra Schwartz 
StallWriter 

First and foremost it is very 
well blown that musical involves 
excessive hours of rehearsing. And 
each day in March it isn't out of the 
ordinary to over-hear a group 
griping over the practice that lasted 
until midnight the night before or 
to hear detailed demands ofThe 0 C 
episode that they missed. 

But most will not hesitate to 
assure anyone that the work is well 
worth it. "Most students not 
involved in musical would probably 
say that it's a big waste of time [with 
all the work involved) but it's so 
-worth it," says freshman Margeau 
Barnes, 

According to those 
interviewed, everyone is 'super" 
nice to the freshmen. Although 
actors are required to remain in the 
auditorium until late in the evening, 
there is plenty of time to do 
homework. Upon arrival there is an 
hour of leeway with which to do. 
what you please. Some prefer to 
wonder the halls, while others use 
this time to get a bit of homework 
out of the way. 	Then we run 
through scene after scene, and you 
must always be ready to get on stage. 

Another theme emphasized in 
the freshmen perspective on this 
extravaganza is drama.The nit-pick 
details that seem insignificant 
contribute to the drama 
surrounding this production. The 
intensity of the schedule, the 
directors, the cuts, the basis on 
which roles are chosen, are just a 
few of the many details that 
contribute. 

Many leads may testify that the 
musical consumes their life, but  

freshmen are generally content 
with their involvement. 

"For us it's not as intense as it 
seems," says freshmen Susie 
Plaggemars. She went on to profess 
her admiration of those who 
dedicate their time to this 
production. She called it" inspiring", 
and 'surprising how much people 
put in to it". 

Another bonus mentioned is 
meeting new people. Freshmen 
agree that it is a big plus to interact 
with these people that share their 
passion for performance. 

"It is exciting to be part of a 
such a legendary cast," said an 
enthusiastic partaker in this 
production. 

Ultimately, there is one 
question on everyone's mind. Is it 
really worth all the time you put in 
to it? Not a single person 
interviewed failed to say yes. Prior 
to the debut of the production, 
those involved already knew that it 
was all worth it.The results that you 
see even in practice reflect the hard 
work and talent of those dedicated 
to the show. 

"One-hundred and ten 
percent worth it", says one 
freshmen. "Oh yeah, not a doubt in 
my mind. The pay off is definitely 
worth it," says another. 

At the conclusion of my 
interview with a freshman that 
prefers to remain anonymous, I 
asked her to sum up the musical in 
one word. 'Outrageous," was her 
response. 

Well, there is one thing that is 
certain. Freshmen may have 
underestimated the all-
encompassing nature of the 
musical, but they love every minute 
of it. 



Who ha3 the right to own ports in the unnect States?  
Ben Kuslits 
StaffWriter 

Last month, while most of us were 
enjoying a hard-earned winter break, a 
typhoon of political debate arose concerning 
U.S. port security. Dubai Ports World, a 
United Arab Emirates based shipping giant, 
had recently purchased the British company 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, P&O, which authorized Dubai 
Ports World to manage all facilities 
previously owned by P&O. The acquisition, 
worth approximately $6.8 billion dollars, 
allowed the Dubai company to assume 
operations of major terminals in the U.S. 
ports of NewYork/New Jersey, Baltimore, 
New Orleans, Miami and Philadelphia. 
Immediately, the proposed deal awakened 
fears of terrorism in many American's minds, 
as well as politicians in the capitol. 

President Bush strongly advocated for 
the passing of the deal,-and assuredAm erica 
that the deal in no way compromised the 
nation's security. Bush threatened that if 
lawmakers tried to pass legislation to - 
terminate the takeover, he would not 
hesitate to use his veto power.The President 
warned that the United States was sending  

"mixed signals" to a country which is a 
"valued and strategic partner" in the war on 
terrorism, and it would be unwise to anger 
such an important ally in the Middle East. 

In a world loaded with constant terrorist 
threats, one would think that it would be 
necessary to err on the side of caution. It 
seems unbelievable that Bush could seem 
completely at ease with an Arab nation 
handling some U.S. port operations, 
especially considering the UAE's history. 
When delving into the past of the United 
Arab Emirates, one will find that two of the 
hijackers in the September 11th  attacks 
hailed from the UAE, and the hijackers 
gathered funds from bank accounts in 
Dubai. Potentially, a UAE based shipping 
company with unlimited access to U.S. ports 
could offer a direct portal for terrorists to 
ship weapons of mass destruction and other 
harmful materials with relative ease. 

Fortunately, on March 9th, H. Edward 
Bilkey, Dubai Ports World chief executive, 
announced that DP World would transfer 
all of their U.S. port operations "to a Iinited 
States entity." Apparently, DPWorld felt they 
needed to preserve the "strong relationship" 
between the U.S. and the UAE, and the  

longer the deal dragged on, the more 
controversy it fueled. Dubai Ports World is 
now considering offers from various U.S. 
companies, and hopes to have a deal locked 
up within six months. By announcing their 
intent to rid themselves of the ports 
dilemma, DPW effectively allayed the fears 
of many. However, the controversy may have 
been blown completely out of proportion. 

One fact, constantly overlooked, is that 
the United States ports are in fact dominated 

by foreign companies. A little background 
knowledge: every major U.S. port is divided 
into a number of terminals, which allow 
cargo to be handled at multiple points to 
ensure smoother operation. Never is an 
entire major port owned by one company. 
According to a NPR report, SSA Marine, 
the United States' largest terminal holder, 
operates a minuscule seven terminals. On 
top of that only a couple dozen or so are 
national or state run ports, and the rest are 
foreign owned. An estimated 80% of all 
terminals in the U.S. are owned and 
operated by foreign shipping companies, and 
with their complete infiltration of the 
industry, it makes it an impossibility of one 
day having all terminals run by Americans  

As Stephen Flynn, al),  7 

the Council on 
"There is no other pa:l 
infrastructure that is owned 	izn 
interests the way the maritime 

The majority of the foreign shipping 
powers originate in Denra  ark, Hong Kong, 
Japan, South Korea, Singapore, China, and 
Taiwan.They all require their own terminals 
to ensure speedy loading and unloading of 
cargo.While port security is very tight, there 
is only so much security can do when 
thousands of ships come in every day and 
are being loaded and unloaded by non-
American enterprises. It seems hypocritical 
to have such a fuss over a Dubai company 
taking over ports while amidst us, here in 
America, Americans have practically no 
terminals to call their own. Perhaps it's the 
fact that DP World is an Arab run company. 
The bottom line is this: even with the 
collapsed Dubai deal, port security is 
nowhere near where it needs to be. Until 
we being to grasp a stronger hold in our 
own shipping industry, the 'U.S. remains 
poised for controversy, and perhaps great 

danger. 

The future of Palestine New film Vfor Vendetta kicks major tail 
Alex Palffy 
StaffVVriter 

Palestine, Israel's forced 
neighbor since 1948, has recently 
had a democpa4c election. The 
results however, are questionable. 
The group that overthrew the old 
party is Hamas, a large terrorist 
organization that has blown up 
thousands of innocent Israelis in 
the name of Palestine. Hamas has 
been around since 1987, instilling 
fear into the hearts of millions of 
Middle Easterners. 

But how could such an evil 
and corrupt organization win the 
election in one of the world's most 
controversial countries without 
rigging the elections? All is not 
what it seems. It is estimated that 
most of Hamas' funds go to 
funding of social services 
programs. A social service 
program is not tantamount to the 
production of RPGs and AK-47s; 
social services programs construct 
hospitals, soup kitchens, mosques, 
and even sports teams. We may 
take things like this for gran-red, 
but to Palestinians, such 
donations greatly have improved 
the quality of their lives. Many of 
the health care facilities that 
Hamas has provided have helped 
organizations like the United 
Nations work more efficiently. 

The people who join Hamas 
aren't the few rich people who 
drive Western cars and live in 
palaces. They are people from the 
class that makes up the majority 
of the voters. The voters can  relate 
to them and see how they are 
living almost the same lives as 
them. 

While Hamas really seems to 
care, providing much needed aid 
to the people, they have a dirty 
little secret from their past. They 
are a terrorist group. They have a 
history of strapping on bombs and 
blowing up buses, restaurants, and  

other places where they can kill 
innocent civilians to get a point 
across. If you put that tiny detail 
aside, they don't sound too bad. 
They have said that they would 
negotiate with Israel, something 
that they have refused to do since-
their existence. 

But it is hard to not 
remember the villainous things 
that they have done. When they 
say they will negotiate with Israel, 
does that translate to "We will 
negotiate—with explosives"? Or _ 
are what they say and what they 
do two entirely different things? 
It is not the first time this has 
happened. 

When you look at the big 
picture, there are many 
relationships that can be affected. 
Many countries have already come 
out to support a Hamas-led 
Palestine because they believe that 
the election was legitimate. The 
US has silently shunned the 
Hamas leaders, and I bet that the 
phone line from the White House 
to Jerusalem is a lot busier than it 
was before. But countries like 
Russia have supported them. 
Russia and the US recently were 
doing quite nicely together, Bush 
inviting President Putin and his 
family over (along with their 
Black lab, Connie), for a home 
style Crawford barbecue. 

Mr. Passarelli, teacher at 
Seaholm, said that he believes 
there will not be any relationship 
problems, except that the US 
might not pressure Israel into 
peace talks as much as it has in the 
past. 

So, is it absolutely dreadful 
that Hamas was elected into 
power? If Hamas chooses to focus 
purely on the social services part 
of their group, then their regime 
may not be so terrible. As long as 
strapping on a C4 vest doesn't also 
become a new daily ritual for 

them. 

John Blahnik 
Business Editor 

Vfor Vendetta is a totally rocking 
action-movie that takes place about 
twenty years in the future in 
England. It's about a guy named"Vn 
(Hugo Weaving) — no one blows 
his real name; it contributes to his 
awesome mystique — who fights 
the fascist government that has 
taken over England and seriously 
bummed out a lot of people by 
taking away their constitutional 
rights and stuff. 

The fascist government, 
headed by the completely evil 
dictatOr Adam Sutler (John Hurt), 
controls the British media and uses 
it to spread fear mongering lies. 
When Sutler lies to the English 
people by telling them that the rest 
of the world is in chaos, the British 
rally around him and give him 
more power. BecauseV is one smart 
dude — V quotes Shakespeare and 
has a primo vocabulary — he sees 
through Sutler's lies, and he thinks 
Sutler is a major buzz-killer. 

Because they have been 
banned for the Average Joe, 
classical art, books, and stuff like 
that are hard to come by in England. 
However,Vjacks a bunch of art and 
books from Sutler's regime to 
preserve culture. 

Even though V is seriously 
capable of throwing dovin some 
killer karate moves and messing up 
a lot of evil government agents — 
towards the end of the movie, he 
puts eight bad guys out of 
commission even though they have 
machine guns and he only has a few, 
but totally sick, knives 	he is a 
philosopher at heart. Eventually, 
after listening to a ton of fear 
mongering propaganda, V decides 
"People should not be afraid of 
their governments, governments 
should be afraid of their people." 

Thus, V starts a revolution by 
blowing up government buildings  

and by putting the kibosh on bogus 
government plans. Along the way, 
the government tries to findV, but 
because V lives in an underground 
lair, and no one except V has any 
fi-eakin' idea where it is, he remains  
invisible like a ghost.V also wears a 
Guy Fawkes mask — Guy Fawkes 
was some revolutionary who 
plotted against some English king 
who was a major downer — to 
conceal his identify. 

Nevertheless, this movie is not 
just a non:stop adrenaline fueled 
ride. No dude, it's much more. It's 
a thinking man's movie. If you're 
smart you're probably slapping 
your forehead and saying "Well, 
dub, it was written and produced 
by the Wachowski brothers." In 
the past, the Wachowski brothers 
have created food for thought like 
the Matrix Trilogy. Because those 
movies are so far out, the first time 
I watched them, they seriously 
blew my mind. 

V for Vendetta is a metaphor, a 
really big word for a comparison, 
for the Bush administration. The 
Bush administration started a war 
in Iraq over "weapons of mass  

destruction." However, because our 
media hasn't been taken over by the 
government, we found out there 
weren't any "weapons of mass 
destruction.' 

It's pretty obvious, dude, that 
Sutler is a metaphor — there's that 
word again — for George W Bush 
himself. Like Sutler, Bush, who the 
Wachowski brothers think is way 
uncool, uses lies to gain power. The 
other day, our Vice-President 
"accidentally" shot some lawyer. 
Since our government has lied to 
us in the past, why should we 
believe it now? 

How are we sure that the 
lawyer didn't, like, "know too 
much,' and that Bush didn't call 
upon his right hand man Cheney to 
put the attorney on ice? The 
Wachowski brothers are warning 
US, man. 

Although it could one day get 
there, our government isn't a fascist 
regime, knock on wood, dude. 6 

However, if we don't listen to 
the Wachowski brothers' message, 
we will need some sweet action 
hero like V to say something like 
"OK, bros, it's time for a vendetta" 
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Matt Gulley 
StaffVVriter 

With the static cold of late winter 
being exacerbated by the winds of early 
spring, an onlooker will see many student 
athletes moving about on the various fields 
of play. While many sports, such as lacrosse 
and tennis, look forward to facing only 
schools wealthy enough to afford such 
luxurious activities, the track teams prepare 
to take on all challengers. In the state of 
Michigan, the top three sports (in numbers 
ofparticipants) are football, track, and cross-
country, with soccer and basketball being 
close behind. Football may be the all-
American iconic sport, but the fact remains 
that anyone with a pair of shoes can take up 
competitive running. 

As a track runner, I have always chosen 
the long distance races such as the mile and 
the two-mile, but the appeal of track lies in 
the wide variety of events available. Sprints 
are contested at the 100 meter and 200 meter 
distances. Middle distance races are 400 
meters (quarter mile) and the 800 meters 
(half mile). In addition, there are the 110 
and 300 meters hurdles races, shot put, and 
discus throw, as well as the long jump and 
high jump. 

Many athletes on the team are poised to 
have a successful and speedy year. Junior 
Gordon Elson, who boasts times of 11.3 
seconds for 100 meters and 54.1 seconds 
for 400 meters, returns as the top sprinter. 
Sprint specialist Dolan Street is his coach. 

"Ain't nobody gonna slow-a me down. 
Ain't noone gonna break-a my stride," 
quipped the confident Elson before sprinting 
off for a vein-bursting circuit around the 
track, dragging a large weighted tire on his 
back. 

Mid-distance 	talents 	Evan 
"Unbelievable" Whitenack and Dave "Take- 

5" Barton are ready to represent Seaholm 
and hopefully form part of a State-qualifying 
4x800 meter relay. When asked about their 
training, the two elaborated: 

EW: Lots of fast runs out on the road, 3 
to 4 miles. Sprinting up hills, weightlifting, 
and intervals on the track at race pace. All 
part of the plan. 

DB:Yeah, but it's very, very important to 
ease into it, so you don't get injured or over-
trained. 

EW: Gotta Spit Game, too. It's away to 
stay motivated. 

DB: 0, fo sho. 
Mid distance is coached by Dave 

Ham way, a former track runner at Eastern 
Michigan University. "In the game oflife, you 
have to blow who you're talking to," and 
"I'll have to call him FK" are among his 
inspiring messages. 

Ricardo "The Lava Flow" Timmerman, 
junior, has also made great strides as a runner 
after competing in cross-country in the fall, 
then boosting his fitness during a winter 
swimming stint. He looks to set fast times in 
the half mile and mile this year. Rico credits 
his success to his enormously powerful 
quadriceps, which propel him  along the track 
at blinding speed. 

In the distance squad, All-State cross-
country runner Ted Howard and freshman 
two-mile record holder (10:01) Mike 
Bender form a literal terror squad, and will 
be garnering many wins this year. Now as 
sophomores, they credit their success to 
supernatural forces. 

"This meteor landed in my backyard, and 
there were all these glowing crystals. I 
touched one of them with my hand and ever 
since then I've been a good athlete," admitted 
Ted Howard. 

"I'm scared of ghosts, and I'm always 
runnna' from them," confessed Mike Bender. 

Sports Editor 

For most kids, sports and 
other athletic competitions are a 
big deal, and students train their 
hardest to become the best they 
can be.Yet sometimes, no matter 
how hard one works and no 
matter how badly an athlete 
wants a victory, there are those 
who want it more. Sometimes 
they are even willing to go to 
extreme lengths to achieve their 
dream, turning to the use of 
prohibited chemical substances: 
drugs. To those who train hard and 
honestly to succeed this abuse 
seems a type of sacrilege. In spite 
of that, there are competitors who 
still take illegal substances to out-
perform others, even at the 
highest levels of athletics. 

The use of drugs in Major League Baseball was recently an issue on the minds of 
many. Even more ghastly, though, is the use of such substances in the Olympics, the pure 
representation of sporting at its best among all people.The glory that is the peak sporting 
event has been tarnished by the use of substances to give athletes unnatural abilities. 

The history of drug use and its attempted prevention go back as far as 1967, when 
the International Olympic Committee became the first sports organization to establish a 
medical commission to watch the participating athletes' substance use. 

ha more modern times there are 24 accredited laboratories that test athletes for 
prohibited substance use. The discovery of such "doping" can result in the disqualification 
of the athlete in question, or even of that athlete's entire team. In cases where the 
transgressor earns a medal, said athlete's medal is revoked. 

Despite these precautions and harsh punishm ents, the athletes competing as the 
world's best in the spectacular sporting event, the 2006 Winter Olympic Games, were 
not free of substance abuse. Italian  authorities raided the housing of 10 Austrian skiers, 
two of whom fled, along with a coach who was captured in Austria, accused of supplying 
the athletes. Another athlete, a Russian named Olga Pyleva, a biathlete, was found to have 
illegal substances in her body. 	- 

With athletes testing positive for substance use and others fleeing investigation, no 
one can presume to know which athletes used prohibited substances and which athletes 
relied on their own real gifts. In other words, who knows who truly should have taken 
home gold medals, and who was using substances to earn them? Suspicion and artificial 
enhancement have ruined the glory of the Olympic games. 

March Madness in full swing 
By Chris Vannini 

StaffVVriter 

It's the most wonderful time 
of the year. A time of stars, 
basketball, and the NCAA 
tournament, the so called "big 
dance'. The time when everyone 
busts out their brackets and finds 
out which one of their friends is 
having a pool that they can get in 
on. When someone picks a bold 
upset, they often look stupid at 
first, but when that pick comes true 
they feel like they are on top of the 
world. Ironically, the winner is 
usually the one who picked the 
most correct potential upsets. It's 
a crazy time of year, and that's why 
it's called March Madness. 

The NCAA tournament began 
in 1939, one year after the firstNIT 
tournament, where the University 
of Oregon won by defeating Ohio 
State, 46-33. Unlike today, the 
winning team was not flooded with 
awards. In the history of the 
madness, Kentucky has the most 
individual wins with 98 overall, 
while UCLA has the most 
championships, 11. Amazingly, the 
tournament has evolved into one 
of the biggest events in America, 
becomming as big as the Super 
Bowl. ESPN even has TV shows 
devoted entirely to who you  

should pick in your brackets for 
the tournament. 

The NCAA tournaments have 
become so important that students 
can barely remain focused during 
the school day, spending most of 
their time attempting to persuade 
their teachers to turn on the games 
in class. As soon as the bell rings 
and class is over kids will rush into 
the halls, ready to relate the most 
recentnews about which team beat 
who. It doesn't take very long for 
the word to spread throughout the 
school when an upsethas occurred. 

Even though no one admits it, 
it's all about winning the pool 
money. Although betting may be 
illegal, the reality is that almost 
everyone does it. The pools in local 
schools are not confined instances 
or sizes. Pools can be worth a lot 
ofmoney, like in the case of former 
University of Washington Head 
Football coach Rick Neuheisel 
who was fired after being 
investigated for his participation in 
a large pool. 

Part of what makes the NCAA 
tournament the exciting and near 
media-frenzy event it has become 
is the frequency of upsets that take 
place. Everyone guesses who will 
be the next small college to upset 
a powerhouse. Not many people 
had the Michigan State Spartans  

making a run into the Final Four 
where they lost to eventual 
National Champion North 
Carolina last year. In a classic 
example, the almost unanimous 
pick to win the National 
championship this year is the 
University of Connecticut. UCorin 
won the tournament two years ago 
and could have undoubtedly done 
it again. However to advance to the 
fainal four UConn had to beat the 
up incoming Cinderella team of the 
year, George Mason, an 11th  seed 
team. 

After regulation play and an 
over time period, George Mason 
came out on top, 86 to 84, to 
advance to the final four. There has 
never been a year when all four 
number 1 seeds all made the Final 
Four, and this year none did. 

This year there where a couple 
of first and second round games at 
The Palace ofAuburn Hills. These 
games included West Virginia vs. 
Southern Illinois, Iowa vs. 
Northwestern State, Pittsburgh vs. 
Kent State, and Kansas vs. Bradley. 

Michigan State was a number 
6 seed and lost to Cinderella team 
George Mason in the first round. 
Unfortunately, a late season 
collapse left Michigan out of the 
NCAA tournament and they played 
in the NIT. 

Get the highest quality driving instruction - 
without the wait. 

Top Driver classes are forming NOW! 

Our industry-leading program includes: 
• Progress reports after each behind-the-wheel lesson 
• Flexible scheduling 
• Flexible payment plans 

Top Driver.., we value your safety. 

Learn more at TopDriver.com  
or call us at 1-800-DRIVER-ED 
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RIP THIS AD OUT OR MENTION 
COUPON CODE: "WHY ARE 

SALLY AND NICOLE FIGHTING 
OVER DAVID? HE IS SO LAST 

MONTH PLUS HE HAS A 
MUSTACHE." TO GET THE DEAL. 

 

SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH 

OTHER OFFERS. 
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Across 
Created with Ec ipseCrossword - www.eclipseczossword.com  

4. Russian president 
7. Schedule change for Seaholm 
12. South of the border city 
13. Dog number two 
14. Popular spring break destination 
16. British actor who plays cynical Dr. House on the hit FOX medical drama, "House" 
18. Ricardo Timmerman's nickname 
19. newly elected Palestinian party 
20. New schedule anyone? 
21. Juniors' favorite book 
24. Japanese puzzle consistently mispelled in the last issue 

Do 

1. mathmedian 
2. Nickname for Evan Whitenack 
3. Country of origin for ports take over 
5. Like speaking in public? 

	

6. 	1980s superstar infamous for his excessive gold jewlery and catch phrases such as "I pity the fool" and "Jibber-Jabber" 
8. Spring fever 

	

9. 	BasketImIll play offs 
10. Italian word for feud 
11. The Highlander's cross town rival 
12. Mr Shaheen's oldest dog 
15. George Lucas's hideaway 
17. What ruins athletic competition 
22. What math students get along with equations 
23. What Chatilie and Bella eat 	 • - 
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