
NHS: pr stige befouled by apathy 
Emily-Knoppe 
StaiINVriter 

As the final due date for 
community service hours for National 
Honors Society quickly approaches, 
many people have rushed down to gain 
their last few hours of involvement in 
the NHS service project, a project 
originated to unite the "hard workers" 
of NHS by working on one joint, 
"required", project. 

This year's service project is to 
spend time with the students in the 
autistic program. Volunteering for this  
project, however, has left me with some 
complaints, not about NHS, but about 
many of its members. 

My first complaint, though it is 
minor in comparison to my others, is 
something that  I too admit to having 
done. 

I waited until the last minute to get 
my three hours of community service 
from the service project. Because of 
this, the autistic program has been 
swamped with so many last minute 
volunteers that most of them have 
become useless. 

I do recognize that there are many 
people, unlike myself, that have been  

too busy with things such as musical to 
come down to theAI rooms during lunch 
and especially after school because they 
were so busy cramming in as much 
homework as possible during these much 
cherished and all too few minutes or free 
time". 

Procrastination, while a huge 
problem, is not the issue that I find most 
bothersome. 

It is the lack of work ethic and the 
absence of an intrinsic desire to help 
others among many members of NHS 
that has disgusted me. 

I never would have stumbled upon 
the surplus of self-centeredness that 
permeates throughout NHS members 
that my first lunch, and only, thus far, 
spent helping the autistic students has 
shown me with. It was this lunch that 
opened my eyes to the true fixation 
people have on doing good deeds to pad 
a resume. 

The need to get every second of 
community service possible just to slap 
onto a resume completely defeats the 
purpose of community service. 

If hours need to be recorded and 
time sheets settled, that is perfectly fine, 
it has to be done at some point, 
however, the excessive focus on the the 
maximum amount of hours of  

"community service" one can squeeze 
out of an activity suggests to me, and I 

am sure to many others, that community 
service is just a chore that needs to be 
done for a shiny clean transcript. 

The last time I checked, 30 minutes 
converts into 30 minutes, not one hour. 
As I sat there priming CuteTools in one 
of the A.I. classrooms, I heard several 
complaints over the stiff records of time 
kept. 

People focused so much more on the 
time they got for community service 
than actually participating in the work 
they had volunteered for. So what if you 
spend "five minutes extra" doing a good 
deed? 

I would probably be less sensitive to 
the issue had everyone actually made 
themselves useful for the entire time 
they volunteered like the ideal volunteer 
is supposed to do. 

For most of the half hour I managed 
to volunteer that day, a fourth of the 
people volunteering with me stood 
around talking about unrelated material 
and doing nothing to help the A.I. 
program which they had so "generously" 
volunteered for. 

My first reaction to this lunch 
experience was to decide to resign from 
NHS, publicly, in this very article. 

Who wants to be part of an 
organization that promotes doing things 

for the community for ulterior motives, 
right? 

WRONG. 
It did not take me long to realize 

that NHS is not the problem. 
National Honors Society is a noble 

program with noble intentions. It is the 
rotten apples within  it that give it a bad 
name. 

It is these self-centered members 
lacking the fundamental desire to help 
others and whose vain focus on 
transcripts has contributed to the 
degradation of Birmingham Public 
Schools and the excessive materialism 
and self-centeredness that now 
permeates throughout American 
society. 

If you are an NHS member I beg 
you to please ask yourself this question: 
"What are my motives for being in 
NHS?" 

If your answer has anything to do 
with a transcript or your image in 
society, please, resign so that your 
involvement does not tarnish the image 
of those that are indeed deserving of 
recognition for being truly honorable 
members of the National Honors 
Society. 

Dance Marathon declared hugely uccessful 
Charlotte Sandy 
Staff Writer 

Earlier this year, Emily Wade, a 
junior, came to an Interact meeting 
with an idea. Her sister, a Hope 
College student, had participated in a 
dance marathon that sponsored 
hospitalized children, and Emily 
wanted to recreate the event at 
Seaholm. The basic premise of the 
occasion was for dancers to collect 
donations from the community to 
contribute to charity. 

Since Mrs. Moore, a Seaholm 

science teacher, had ties with the Rose 
Pediatric Center, Seaholm decided to 
sponsor this particular group. Soon after 
the idea was introduced, a loyal coterie 
of students started meeting religiously 
every Tuesday morning to set up the 
event. This dance marathon group 
supervised by Mrs. Shettel, created T- 

shirts and hospital bracelets to represent 
the ill children. 

Finally, 	  
on Friday, 
April 15th, 
one hundred 
students 
gathered in 
the gym at 
5:00 p.m. for 
what would 
be Seaholm's 
first annual 
dance 
marathon. It 
was difficult 
keeping the attendants interested for six 
hours, but there was enough 

entertainment to quell most boredom. 
Dancing to the variety of tunes was a 
well-liked event, followed by the ever-
popular Dance Dance Revolution 
(DDR). 

Every hour, the leaders of the 
marathon also taught a bit of 

a line dance, 
so by the end 
of the night, 
all students 
knew the 
whole 
dance. There 
were also 

balls 
available for 

pick-up 
basketball 
a n d 
volleyball 

games. Hula-hoops and the mat game 
Twister were additionally both common 
choices of entertainment. Students also 
chowed down on an abundance of pizzas, 
cookies donated by Beaumont, and other 
snacks, such as specialty breads donated 
by Breadsmith. 

According to Mrs. Shettel, the 
night was financially an achievement. 
"We ended up donating $6,600 to the 
Rose Pediatric Center," she proudly 
reported. "It was a huge success." 

For the students, many of them 
enjoyed the event, but some got 
exceedingly tired or bored. Most 
agreed, however, that it was worth it. 

"It was a good way to get community 
service hours," said junior Christina 
Vallianatos. 

With the profusion of service hours 
needed for organizations such as NHS, 
the dance marathon was indeed a helpful 

opportunity. Another junior, Caroline 
Burnett, declares, "it felt good to be 
helping such a good cause." 

It went so well, in fact, that junior 
Anna Jones affirms that they will 
"definitely" hold the dance marathon 
again next year hoping it can become as 
big of a success as this year. 



rity would make the best 

fical leader and why? 

"Johnny Depp because 
everyone likes a 
pretty leader." 

Katie Morykwas '05 

"Bruce Willis ,:because 
he was avvesoinein 
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"Eric Cartman, 
because everyone 
knows his catch 
phrases and he de-
mands respect.' 

Stephanie Bentz 
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"Jexmifer Garner, 
because she, looks 
intriguingly smart on 

Jessica Hartrick 
StaffWriter 

With the end of the year approaching fast, it 
seems as if the school is abuzz with endless talk of 
college. 

Seniors are discussing the school they decided to 
go to, juniors are worrying about getting in to the 
school of their choice, even the freshman and 
sophomores are chiming in with tones of anxiety over 
their grades and where they would like to go. 

As I sit and observe the freneticism that 
surrounds college, I can't help but wonder if students 
are thinking more about university stats and degrees 
than their real goals in life. 

Here at Seaholm, we have an extremely high 
rate of students who go on to major universities. Most 
of our parents and teachers went to major 
universities—it is just expected that we will do the 
same. 

In one respect, this fact is a tremendous 
benchmark for our community and in another I fear 
that it is causing students to lose sight of themselves. 

Lifelong learning is something of elemental 
importance, and colleges and universities provide us 
that opportunity, but there is something that I see 
many students losing sight of: that colleges exist solely 
to enlighten and help people achieve their dreams; 
universities should never become the dreams 
themselves. 

What many students fail to see is that our lives 
begin now. The moment we step outside the doors of 
Seaholm, our adult lives begin—not after we graduate 
college or grad school, but now. We need to be 
thinking about what we want to accomplish in our 
lifetime, and then consider what college, if any, is 
going to get us there. 

If we can't hold on to our dreams now, will we be 
able to after letting them lie dormant for another 

four years? I fear not. We simply cannot put our lives 
on hold for four years because it is socially acceptable. 

Am I asking students to forget about college? Of 
course not; I am simply pleading for them to think 
about how college will serve them, not just in terms 
of a degree, but in terms of their lifelong goals. 

As we all hustle around to boost our GPAs and 
SAT/ACT scores, I ask people to remember that we 
do this only to keep every possible opportunity open 
to us, not in order to define who we are. 

Every one of us decides the course of our own 
lives—no one else, not our parents, teachers, or 
counselors—and there is a reason: because we are the 
ones that must live with our decisions, not they. 

Every one of us is capable of doing something that 
no one else has done, of accomplishing amazing feats, 
but only if we decide to do so now. Dreams do not 
care what college we went to or what grades we got, 
only how hard we tried to accomplish them. 

I notice people speak of their upcoming years at 
college as almost a four-year grace period preceding 
the real beginning of their lives, and would like to 
express my personal belief that this is a horrible way 
of viewing things. 

I do not argue that all students should know what 
they want to do the moment they walk out the doors 
of Seaholm, only wish that they realize that simply 
going through the motions of college and then getting 
a job .will not do them justice. 

As we all approach the culmination of our high 
school careers, I ask that we look forward towards 
dreams and not delay, so that we will be able to look 
backward from the realization of those dreams and 
not regret. 

In future history books there will never be 
mention of students who merely achieved high marks 
at good schools. Only people who never let go of their 
dreams, and used school merely to achieve them, will 
be remembered. 
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Real 0.C. revive wing--out tradition? 

 

 

Lisa Haidostian 
StaftWriirr 

One would think that any production 

of a bunch of shirtless boys with socks 

stuffed down their pants performing 

"River Dance" would be destined for 

success. 

Unfortunately, this assumption was 

anything but the case in last year's 

infamous" Senior Swing Out," the much-

anticipated annual show put on by the 

senior student body. 

Swing Out traditionally features 

several skits, dances, and videos that 

typically intend to brutally mock the 

very deserving younger kids of Seaholm 

High School, as well as a few 

upperclassmen. In the past, there have 

been tribute skits to Mr. Nibblet. 

Although the original intention of 

the event was for it to be a fun 

opportunity for our seniors to give their  

final hurrah, Swing Out has escalated 

into an altogether mean-spirited and 

inappropriate event. 

Think of it this way: You're that 

super-supportive mom that makes 

muffins when your children's friends 
come over. 

- 	Naturally, the vast showcase of talent 

that the senior class has to offer is an 

affair that you wouldn't miss for the 

world. 

So, you give up a weekday night to 

attend the much-anticipated Senior 

Swing Out. 

What you can expect to find can 

generally be lumped into three broad 
categories: 

1. The group of girls who try to look 

really sexy and cute while dancing to a really 

sexy and cute song / the group of boys who 

try to dress up as ridiculously as possible and 

prance around on stage. Maybe it's because 

I don't have testosterone running 

through my veins, but the girls'  

performance is the Worst and most 

worthless category category of all. 

As for the guys, as base as it sounds, 

it is my general opinion that in-terpretive 

ballet moves while sporting a boa 

qualifies as extremely entertaining. 

2. Skits slamming the "skan.ky"younger 

girls .:?f the school, crudely and explicitly 

making fun of any and all misdoings that 

they may or may not have done. Though this  
can be funny (in that "thank God it's not 

me!" way), it often drives some girls to 

tears and exposes deep, personal things 

to the student body as well as many 

parents who attend the annual gala. This 

category is just plain mean, and more 

often than not extremely inappropriate. 
3. The group of guys and girls that 

pretend to be members of the opposite sex, 

each mock-sharing personal inside jokes 

thinking it's funny. Problem: They're 
personal insidejokes, so no one understands 

them! It's pretty difficult for people to 

enjoy jokes that they don't even get. 

Take a victim's word—Paige Miller 

reflects, "I can't say I ever thought I'd 

be compared to a keg being 

tapped...but, I mean, that happens to 

everyone once in their lifetime, right?' 

This year, however, chairperson 

Jesse Einstein assures us that the 

production will be different. 

Suggesting that they "want to focus 

on talent," she promises that this year's 

show (satirically themed Oakland County: 

The Real OC) should be more of the good 

ol' humor that everyone will enjoy. 

Nevertheless, there will be a fair 

amount of jokes at the expense of the 

underclassmen, as per tradition—

though hopefully it won't be as harsh as 

it was in previous shows. 

Swing Out will be held at Temple 

Beth El on May 26', so be sure not to 

miss it—who knows, we may even get 

the opportunity to watch popular seniors 

make helpless fourteen-year-olds cry 

from humiliation! 

'Students for Peace and 

   

  

ustice' -promote global awareness ocia 

 

 

   

Sara Nagle 
StaffVVriter 

The STU-dents for Peace and Social 

Justice was founded 3 years ago in 

response to the war in Iraq, and has since 

then evolved into more of a socially 

political group, bringing a focus to crises 

in humanity. Meeting every Tuesday 

after school, the group researches and 

presents information dealing with 

anything from the genocide in Sudan to 

the issue of Aids in Africa. The Students 

for Peace and Social Justice also plans 

fundraisers for various organizations: just  

recently, they sold bags of candy during 

lunch with all proceeds going to the 

Freedom House in Detroit. Freedom 
House is an organization that caters to 
the needs of refugees seeking asylum in 
the U.S and Canada. 

SPSJ works with the notion that 

everyone, especially today's youth, 

needs to make himself or herself a truly 

global citizen, and be concerned for all 

life—not just the one that surrounds him 

or her. The organization is devoted to 

the idea of freedom, civil liberties and 

free speech. They believe in promoting 

patience, education, co-operation and 

understanding, in addition to promoting  

nonviolence and socially conscious 

choices. 

Take a look at the television and 
newspaper, listen to the radio: millions 
of people are living below the poverty 
line, in war zones, and in less then human 

circumstances. It is hard to see 

sometimes what is right in front of us 

and even harder to see what is across an 

ocean or two, but day in and day out, 

people battle for their freedom, 

something we seem to have so easily. It 

is important to be informed and to be 

conscious of what you have and what 

others don't. The Students for Peace and 

Social Justice strive to find youth-based  

alternatives to promoting peace by 

doing simple things like writing to 

congress, emphasizing voter 
registration, and simply being aware of 
what is going on in humanity on a daily 
basis. No one can do everything but 
everyone can do something. 

As the Dalai Lama once said, 

"Responsibility does not only lie with 

the leaders of our countries or with those 

who have been appointed or elected to 

do a particular job. It lies with each of 

us individually. Peace, for example, 

starts within each one of us. When we 

have inner peace, we can be at peace 

with those around us." 

Big Boards allow students to explore contemporary topics in depth 
Susie Reed 
StaffWriter 

Thursday, April 215', 2005 and the-

week leading up to that day was an 

extremely stressful time for a portion 

of Seaholm's senior class. It was the day 

that each and every Flex senior had been 

waiting for—or dreading—ever since 

freshman year: Flex Senior Big Board 

presentations. The project gets its name 

from a reference in the cult classic "Dr. 

Strangelove", and also for their 

employment of elaborate presentations. 

In order to successfully complete the 

Flexible Scheduling Program, students 

are required to write a research paper 

during the fall and winter months of 

their senior year. 

Seniors are encouraged to focus 

their papers on a topic they have studied 

in their four year term in Flex, but are 

welcome to research and write on any 

academic subject of their choice. The  

research process is intense and calls for 

students to begin exploring their areas 

of interest over the summer and 

throughout the entire first semester of 

their senior year. The frantic students 

turned in their completed research 

papers in mid-January and began 

preparing for Big Boards. 

Big Boards give students a chance 

to share their findings with their Flex 

peers and also the greater Birmingham 

community. Leading up to presentation 

day, Flexies spend an enormous amount 

of time and energy on collecting all a 
their research and condensing it down 

into a digestible 20-minute 

presentation. Students also work on 

creating extensive visuals to aid them 

in teaching their peers that which they 

have learned throughout their 

investigation. 

Students went about their 

presentations by means of Power Point, 

music, film, and multiple kids were  

given the opportunity to make use 

SmartBoards. 

This project is extremely important 
to the vitality of Flex as it is a chance 

for the program to showcase its students 

and their hard work. 

Rochelle LaMacchio comments that 

Senior Big Boards are, "a culmination of 

all the years we spent in Flex...not just 

from the things we learned, but the 

learning community we are in. Each Big 

Board was an expression of an individual. 

It represents a bit of who we are." 

Rochelle focused her research paper on 

the recent events of Bosnia. Other topics 

included the conflict in Darfur, the 

psychology of a suicide bomber, life on 

an Indian reservation, the influence of 

Calvinism on Hawaiian culture, a 

comparison of Homer Simpson to the 

ideal American father, sex education, 

student protest, and many, many more. 

Flex students are notorious for 

supporting each other in their academic  

efforts. This was evident in the attention 

and interest that underclassmen dealt 

to Senior presenters. The event was run 

in a style similar to that of a Teach-In. 

"Big Boards are a great way for 

students to research something they are 

interested in and share that knowledge 

with other students. Not only did I learn 

a great deal from doing my own project, 

but I also learned many interesting things 

from other student's big boards," says 

Emily Knoppe. 

This was a common opinion of Flex 

students and teachers. 

Senior Big Boards are unique to Ilex 

and are sure to continue to be a part of 

the program. Underclassmen have 

already begun to think about what they 

might write on when their turn coLues. 

The 2005 session was a great success for 

Flex; a tradition that will hopefully 

continue for many years to come. 

Congratulations are due to the Flex 

Senior Class of 2005. 



Fake tx-ning: it's not easy being orange 
LisaLombardi 
Special Ops Editor 

During my sophomore year, I 
became addicted to one of the most 
powerful forces in this universe: fake 
tanning. It didn't matter how many times 
I tried and failed, how many times I 
carefully applied the tanning foam, how 
many times I'd look at the label (No 
streaks!') and then, sadly, at my legs (one 
word: zebra). 

Tanning had its powerful grip on me, 
just like it did many for my pale 
colleagues. 

So, one week before prom, I find 
myself once again drawn to the allure of 
the fake bake, struggling not to take a 
stroll down the aisles of CVS or pop into 
one of the many tanning salons that dot 
our fair town. 

It's so difficult to remind yourself 
not to turn back to the ways of fake 
tanning that first week back from Spring 
Break—when the rest of the student 
body ranges from blistering red to 
fluorescent orange—and you're looking 
as pale as a polar bear caught in a 
snowdrift. 

Bwhile I plan on sticking to my 
'no-cancer, no-stripes' plan (almost two 
years clean!), I know that vast hordes of 
my fellow students are currently in 
various stages of 'faking' it: from 
"looking a little orange" to "Orangey 
McFaketan" 

And why? Why do we continuously 
give in to the allure of a darker skin 
tone? 

For some reason, the stigma that 

tanned skin indicates good health has 
continued on from the 1950s, and has 

bypassed all the information that has 
been published since then that states 
otherwise. 

Tanning may look good to some, but 
it is actually the melanin in our skin 
reacting to prevent further burning. 
When your skin burns, the living cells 
are burned, and they become inflamed 
and reddish sunburn appears. 

While sunburn usually fades and 
peels after a few days or weeks, the 
regeneration abilities of skin are not 
infinite, and damage occurs 
cumulatively. 

The UV radiation that penetrates 
the skin while you're out baking in the 
sun can cause the protein in skin cells to 
break down. 

That's how one eventually comes to 
look like the grannies walking the beach 
in Florida with skin resembling beef 
jerky. 

We all know 'that conventional 
tanning—that is, lying out in the sun—
is unsafe, and hopefully have put away 
the tanning oil for good. 

However, with the invention of 
indoor tanning beds and the boom in 
number of tanning salons in the  

Birmingham-Bloomfield area, not much 
is being said against man-made tanning, 
and patrons are flocking to this 
newfound source of brown. 

The Birmingham Tanning Club, 
located an ironic five buildings down 

from my dermatologist's office, boasts 
both conventional tanning beds and the 
newly developed 'mystic tan'. 

According to one of their brochures, 
"The Next Generation of Tanning is 
Here!" with the introduction of the Sun 
Capsule Starship Ultra—no, not a 
spaceship, as I originally thought, but 'the 

cutting edge' in tanning. This tanning unit 
provides the highest levels of UVA and 
the lowest levels of UVB possible, which 
may sound good to customers who are 
used to hearing about the bad effects of 
only UVB radiation. 

When asked why she goes tanning, 
senior Lysa Chesbrough explains, "I 
don't like being pale.. .plus, I hate 
winter." When asked if she realizes the 
risks of tanning, Katie Passage adds, "I 
take all the precautionary 
measures...goggles, lotion.. .and I only 

do it for short periods of time." 
While the brochure mentions that 

UVA is the ray that browns your skin, it 
fails to acknowledge the fact that 
exposure to UVA rays increases a 
person's chance of developing skin 
cancer, as stated by the U.S. Federal 
Drug Administration. 

Environmental science teacher Mrs. 
Renee Moore warns, "tanning is basically 
a mutation [of skin cells] ... you are 
seeing your body react to the sun's rays.' 

Tanning of any kind can also lead to 
premature aging, wrinkling, and even 
eye damage. Because of this, 

conventional tanning beds cannot be 

considered entirely 'safe'. 
"Bottle" tans and Mystic Tan can 

provide the look without the UVA or 

UVB rays, and have been approved by 
the FDA for sale and use. Products such 
as Coppertone's Endless Summer can 
be easily purchased at a local drug store, 
but, like all tanning creams and foams, 
it comes with the risk of uneven 
application resulting in stripes or 
blotches. 

Mystic Tan uses the same ingredient 
as bottle tans—DHA, a carbohydrate 
approved by the FDA for external 
sunless tanning applications—and 
virtually eliminates the hazards that 
come with self application with the use 
of jets that evenly apply the solution. 
Like drug store products, the only 
blown hazard of Mystic Tan could be a 
fake-looking color. 

If you must have that year-round 
summer glow, consider going for either 
the bottle or Mystic route, because, as 
Mrs. Moore notes, "tanning salons give 
students a false sense of security"—and 
you're gonna get burned in the end. 

New Beauty Salon in Bir cuts up comF etition 

Beauty Salon is nestled somewhere along Birmingham's somewhat confusingWillits Alley 

ChristinaVallianatos 
Managing Editor 

What comes to mind when you think 
of the word "spring?" Spring-cleaning, 
spring sports, new spring clothes.. .how 
about a fresh spring haircut? Beauty Salon 

in Birmingham offers the perfect 
solution to your post-winter hair needs! 

Though its location on Willits Alley 
can be a bit obscure to first-timers, 
Beauty Salon's situation offers a quiet, 
pleasant setting away from the heavy 

traffic of the main streets of downtown 
Birmingham. 

The salon itself is small but unique 
and quite pleasing to the eye, with 
mirrors strategically placed to give the 
illusion of a larger area. The huge 
window that acts as the eastern wall 
allows plenty of light into the building, 
while the unfinished ceiling and the bare 

grey brick of the other walls give Beauty 

Salon a great urban feel. 
"The art displayed throughout the 

salon is all from local artists," boasts 
owner and stylist Jeremy. The pieces are 

on a three-month rotation, constantly 
giving the place a fresh look and an 
"unpretentious atmosphere". 

An alumnus of our own Seaholm 
High School, Jeremy opened his salon's 
doors to the public on January 19th  of 
this year. 

Though it only has four chairs and 
two sinks, this small format shouldn't 

fool you! Beauty Salon is staffed with 
makeup, color, and extension experts 
in order to better cater to your 
individual needs, and boasts a full 

spectrum of color and product lines for 
all hair types. 

"The condition of the hair is the 
most important thing," explains Jeremy, 
"and we try to make sure everyone's 

needs are taken care of." Jeremy also 
notes that his salon is unique to 
Birmingham in that there's nothing in 
town like it. "We do anything from 
mohawks to beautiful blondes!" 

The service at the salon is 
exceptional. The staff is friendly and 
eager to please, and it's clear that 
customer service is their number-one  

priority. They make you feel completely 
at ease and relaxed, important qualities 
many other salons in the area lack. 

What does Jeremy see as the "in" 

styles for the spring/summer seasons? 
"For guys, the popular thing now is 
longer hair, less messy, with more of a 

groomed and well kept look. As far as 
girls go, I'm seeing a lot more 
glamorous, stronger shaped cuts that are 
tailored to the individual." He also notes  

that brighter shades of blonde are 
starting to replace the 'natural-blonde' 
look, and long hair is always in. 

So, go check out Beauty Salon for 

yourself and get that fresh, spring haircut 
that's been on your mind. To schedule 
an appointment, or to just ask for details, 

call (248) 540-0046. Prices range from 
$45 to $55, and all Seaholm students will 
receive a FREE conditioning treatment 
with any service! 



Sports 

Sealaolm's 
Susie Reed 
StaffWriter 

Sealaobn High School's athletic department is in 
possession of a rare treasure that much of the student 
body seems to be unaware of: a fantastic softball 
program. Seaholm's girls' softball team has managed 
to secure two district championship titles in the past 
two seasons. The senior-free Varsity roster finished 
the 2004 spring season with an outstanding record of 
29 wins to 4 losses. Multiple players also received 
individual awards throughout the season, including five 
All-League and All-Conference recipients. 

ell-hid en s 
The team is exceptionally cohesive: players work 

well together both on and off the field. "I enjoy working 

with this group of girls. This is a fun team to be a part 
of," comments Varsity Coach Mike Hessling. The girls 
in this program are driven and have a strong dedication 
to their sport. Many of the players at the Varsity level 
also give back to Birmingham by working as umpires 
for the community's youth softball leagues. 

This year Seaholm will be graduating five seniors 
from its softball program. For many sports teams, a 
loss like that could mark the end of a winning era. 
However, since this team is comprised of players young 
and old, including five juniors and three sophomores, 
the future is not so bleak for these Mapes. Additionally, 
the program is blessed with strong Junior Varsity and 

o-As jewel_ 
Freshmen teams that are sure to keep the Varsity roster 
rigid and propel Seaholm to success for many years to 
come. 

With a group of girls as talented as this, it is a 
shame that more students don't get out to see them 
play.There area lot of chances to see them: theVarsity 
team will play a total of about 30 games at Forester 
Field. 

The players are going to need all the support 
they can get if they are going to attempt a repeat of 
last year's stellar record with an extremely difficult 
schedule. Fans are welcome and appreciated free of 
charge, so prepare to be graced with the awe-inspiring 
performance of your fellow student athletes as they 
work to steal Seaholm a few more championship titles. 

The homefield of Seabolm's legendary softball team. 

Academically the team was also sound with an 
average team GPA of 3.79. The team finished out the 
season in the Regional tournament last year with high 
hopes for the future of the program. 

With twelve returning Varsity players, the 2005 
season is sure to be interesting. After two straight 
district wins, Seaholm was bumped up into the more 
competitive pool of teams in Division II. This year the 
girls will be facing powerhouses like Waterford Mott, 
Farmington Harrison, and Rochester Adams. The team 
anticipates that a much more rigorous regular season 
schedule will prepare the girls for heavy competition 
in the post-season state tournaments. The group plans 
to capitalize on all that it has going for it with a big 
finish at the end of the season. 

KART 40KART 
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Baseball team looks forward to winning ways 
" Brian Palmeri 

StallWriter 

The beginning of the 2005 season can be one to 
learn from for the Seaholm baseball program, as wins 
have been anything but the mainstay. As ofWednesday, 
April 20th, a combined total of just five wins had been 
recorded for the Maples, while the losses have 
been...well...a little more frequent. However, despite 
the slow start to the new season, improvement has 
been made and the varsity, JV and freshman teams all 
seem to be poised to come out on top more often as 
the campaign wears on. 

If one thing has been welcomed though, it has been 
the weather. After rainouts scattered last season's 
schedule, the first games of this new year have been 
played under sunny skies and temperatures in the 60's 
and 70's, an unusual occurrence in Michigan so early 
in. the season. 

But even the weather can't hold off the 
disappointment that's beginning to accumulate within 
the Maple coaching staff, new to the program this year. 
The cast of Don Watchowski (varsity), Phil Kommer 
(varsity), brothers Tim and Joe Morris (JV) and Larry 
Miller (freshman) have shown up ready to win. The 
inability to start off strong has got to have them anxious 
for success and a winning record. 

Before these teams start to think about winning 
records and the -success that is attached, however, they 
must first look to the problems of the early season 
and make some corrections. Hopefully, the players can 
learn from their early mistakes and begin the 
turnaround that everyone is anxiously waiting for. 

Pitching has been an area in which all three teams 
have struggled. This is common at the start of the 
season, as pitchers commonly experience lack of 
control in their pitches, which leads to more walks 
and, subsequently, more rims for -the opposing team.  

But that can normally be expected and as the year 
wears on, less walks can be predicted. Another area 
that has held the squads back from performing well 
has been inconsistent fielding. There is nothing a pitcher 
dislikes more than when the defense behind him 
doesn't make plays. Giving the other team extra outs 
does nothing but hurt and Seaholm has seen that play 
out multiple times already. 

"We haven't done a very good job supporting our 
pitchers," says Ryan Peck, a member on the JV team. 
"We have to make sure we do whatever we can do to 
make their job easy so that we can give ourselves the 
best chance at winning." 

Overall, the talent and potential of all three Maple 
teams is strong. As the season continues to progress, 
so should the level of comfort in the clubhouse and 
the number of wins. Potential is an important part of 
any ball dub and there's no doubting the potential of 
this program. 



Sin City 

 

9  g Kill Bill look -Pik?, a children's story 

 

AmyAlbanese 
StaffVVriter 

Welcome to Sin City, a made-up metropolis 

shrouded in continuous nighttime, populated only with 

the strong, or the certifiably insane. 

Sin City, based on Frank Miller's graphic novels, 

presents an amazing scope of CGI effects and graphics, 

however, these can be easily missed by the hand 

reaching up to cover your eyes throughout the movie. 

We're introduced to the sights of Basin City (a.k.a. 

'Sin City') with a breathtaking view of an expansive 

balcony overlooking the city, punctuated by a single 

woman in a blood red dress, staring out into the night. 

Soon we realize that she stands alone as the only 

colorful object in a sea of the deepest blacks, silvery 

whites, and stormy grays. Enjoy the beautiful view 

ti.g Upside 
John Blahnik 
StaffVVriter 

When I interviewed writer, director, and actor 

Seaholm alumnus Mike Binder a month ago, he told 

me that his new movie The Upside of Anger has a 

different flavor. As I left the theater, I understood why. 

Altblugh the plot has many implausible moments, such 

as when a desperate Terry Wolfmeyer (Joan Allen) 

throws herself upon a desultory retired baseball star 

(Kevin Costner) only days after losing her husband, 

Binder is not trying to convince his audience of its 

veracity. Rather, Binder wants the audience to enjoy 

his movie's raw, comical energy. 
Terry is a fifty-year-old mother of four who lives 

in an affluent, suburban Detroit neighborhood. Her 

husband has run off with his Swedish secretary and 

left his disgruntled wife and four daughters to fend 

for themselves. Terry's youngest daughter, Lavender 

(Evan Rachel Wood), narrates the story as she writes 

a paper on the 'upside of anger'. 

Terry's second daughter (Ken i Russel) infuriates 

her mom by wanting to become a dance major in 

college. Her third daughter, Emily (Erika Christensen), 

has skipped college to become a radio production 

assistant only to be seduced by a sleazy forty-year-old 

producer (Mike Binder). Her oldest daughter, Hadley 

(Alicia Witt), is marrying a man whom Terry has never 

met because her daughter fears Terry's disapproval of 

the wedding. 
Cue Denny Davis (Kevin Costner): a retired 

Tigers star who refuses to talk about baseball, 

especially on his radio talk show. As Denny and Terry 

build an unlikely relationship, he helps Terry drain her 

anger, as well as a few dozen bottles of Grey Goose. 

Like many of Binder's movies, The Upside ofAnger 

includes familiar scenes from the metropolitan area. 

However, since the movie was shot in London, there 

are not as many references as you would expect. The 

Renaissance building, Opera House, and the People 

Mover are shown in cut-outs, but my personal favorite 

is a scene of winter in Bloomfield Township shot on 

Bradway Boulevard and surrounding streets. 

If an unlikely plot does not bother you, then The 

Upside Side ofAnger is a solid part drama, part comedy, 

(with mature themes) worth seeing on strength of 

acting alone.  

while you can, the fluorescent blood begins to flow 

very quickly. 

The audience follows three different inhabitants 

of Sin City throughout the movie, we are first pushed 

head first to Mary (Mickey Rourke), an incredible 

likeness of the Hulk with the face of a did mask. 

Marv, out to avenge a lost love, takes a breakneck 

journey through the city, murdering his way to the 

top, who happens to be a thoroughly creepy Elijah 

Wood. 

Next we're swept away to meet Dwight (Clive 

Owen), a psychopath who gets mixed up in an 

unfortunate murder and goes to great lengths to cover 

it up. 

Last, we are thrown into the path of Hartigan 

(Bruce Willis), a straight-laced cop, whose life defines 

the saying that "no good deed goes unpunished." 

http: / / www. bsu . eclu/ 

We still peck Nick 
Paul Sandy 
StaffWriter 

Before there was The Real World, there was Wild 

and Crazy Kids. Before there was Boiling Points, there 

was Figure it Out. Before there was Punk'd, there was 

Rugrats. Before we watched MTV, we watched 

Nickelodeon. Nickelodeon, which began in 1995 as 

an all-kids channel, was popular with many Seaholm 

students before any of us even knew what Comedy 

Central or VH1 were. 

"The only show for me on Nickelodeon was Rocket 

Power," admits freshman Ryan Smith. "If I had to choose 

a second favorite, I'd have to go with Rugrats." 

Some of the most popular shows on Nickelodeon 

during the 90's included Figure it Out, Hey Arnold! 

Rugrats, Clarissa Explains itAll, Legend ofthe Hidden Temple, 

Doug, and All That. But why exactly did we love these 

shows when we were younger? 

One reason for Nickelodeon's surge in popularity 

during the mid 1990's was the channel's zany antics. 

From sliming, to throwing pies in unsuspecting people's 

faces, Nickelodeon was always blown for its constant 

use of these methods. Another reason for 

Nickelodeon's popularity was the quality 

entertainment of some shows, such as All That or Doug, 

which were both funny and very entertaining. 

Nickelodeon gave kids their own channel, and all of 

its shows were geared for them. This 'theme has even 

been carried on today for some students. 

"I catch Nick News with Linda Ellerbe every 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 6 a.m.," claims 

freshman Chris Matthes with a slightly frightening 

gleam in his eyes, "if I were a corndog, then 

Nickelodeon is the meaty goodness inside of me." 

While we may watch MTV or Comedy Central 

as teenagers now, the memories of Nickelodeon will 

stay with us forever. 

Hartigan spends ten years in jail for saving a little 

girl from a brutal kidnapper. After being released from 

jail Hartigan believes that the little girl—now a 

grown-up Jessica Alba—is in trouble again and sets 

out on his gore-filled journey to save her once more. 

Filled- with film noir and every type of 40's 

mystery movie cliche in book, Sin City truly keeps 

you hooked as the characters maneuver you through 

their amoral city. 

However, with every changing story comes a new 

definition to movie violence. This is not a movie for 

the faint of heart, or weak of stomach. 

Regardless, this may be one of the most unique 

films made today with its mix of original storytelling 

and striking imagery, and should not be missed. So, sit 

on your hands and take the trip to Sin City, it's worth 

a visit. 

House' is ill 
Katie Lohr 
Editor-in-Chief 

"Treating illness is why we became doctors. 

Treating patients is actually what makes most doctors 

miserable." 

This isn't the philosophy you'd expect to hear from 
most doctors (at least not out loud). Dr. Gregory 
House isn't like most doctors. He's sarcastic, cynical, 
and more than often excessively blunt, but he'll do 

whatever it takes to save his patients' lives. 

House, M.D. aired for the first time in early 

November of 2004. Since its air date, it has grown to 

become the most popular network show in its time 

slot, according to Nielsen Media Research. 

With an average of 18 million viewers per week, 

House has soared into the top ten most popular 

primetime network television programs alongside 

tough competitors like the seasoned classic CSI and 

the relatively new but virtually instant success Desperate 

Housewives. 

House could be described as a cross between ER 

and CSI. Dr. House, played by Hugh Laurie, is a 

brilliant diagnostician and specialist in infectious 

diseases who solves the medical cases that no one else 

can figure out. 

House and his  team, Doctors Eric Foreman (Omar 

Epps), Allison Cameron (Jennifer Morrison), and 

Robert Chase (Jesse Spence) will go as far as necessary 

to save their patients' lives, even if it means leaving 

the hospital to illegally investigate a patient's home 

or often using risky trial-and-error treatment methods 

to figure out what a patient's true problem is. 

But behind the intellectually stimulating medical 

mysteries lie numerous entertaining subplots involving 

House's antisocial interactions with his less serious 

patients, his amusing arguments with hospital 

administrator, Dr. Lisa Cuddy (Lisa Edelstein), or his 

odd-couplesque yet endearing friendship with 

oncologist Dr. James Wilson, played by Robert Sean 

Leonard, whom anyone who took English 9Team would 

recognize as Neil Perry from the movie Dead Poets' 

Society. 

House is smart, witty, and much more worthwhile 

than a large portion of the other shows currently on 

network television. It currently airs Tuesdays on Fox 

at 9:00pm. 
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How did he beat Shag? 
AshtonWood 
Feature Editor 

In person, he isn't as greasy as I expected. 
Nevertheless, I still attended an Aaron Carter 

concert, and I say so with pride. Entering Clutch 
Cargo's, a regular 21 and older nightclub, I noticed 
the gap between the ages; all jammed together in front 
of the stage were a good five dozen eight-year-olds 
forming a mosh pit. 

On the other side, robustly watching their 
children were the parents. 

Somewhere mixed in were a few teenagers, like 
myself, who were either heartthrobs or groupies of 
Aaron or one of the openers. 

There were three opening numbers. The first was 
a local girl duo, AD-8, consisting of an eighteen and a 
fourteen year old. Their music is akin to that of 
something like JoJo: pop and R&B coming together. 

I actually cut in front of the entire crowd to get 
front row for these girls. This up and coming duo also 
performed their act that very same morning on Fox 2 
News. 

Next came my personal favorite, Wil Heuser. 
That's Wil with one L. Wil. He pointed out this 
parental flaw many times. His look reminded me of 
Hanson. 

Next was the Justin Timberlake of New Kids on 
the Block (they had a bunch of hits), Jordan Knight. 
"You're gonna get out of my way for Jordan right?" 
The question I received from a girl, my own age, as I 
cut in front of her for AD-8. 

One wcaild think that Jordan should be nearing 
forty years old by now but he still moves like an 
eighteen year old. 

By now I had made my way to the upper level, 
VIP Highlander staff only, but seriously, Jordan was 
nothing to pay attention to. Just a one hit wonder, 
striving for recognition from 100 crazed AC fans. 

From up above I had a great view, not only of the 
performers, but of the little fans as well. 

I was being watched. A group of eight-year-olds 
were staring at me, well, not me, but my friend, James, 
next to me. With the streaked hair, and the MattTrahan 
style, he was quite comparable to Aaron. 

The little girls had their parents secretly take 
pictures of us. I skillfully pretended to be "Aaron's" 
girlfriend. Perhaps People would get hold of the 
pictures. 

Aaron came out quite energetically, bending over 
to reach out to his minimal amount of fans. 

I was quite sad when I did not hear any of the 
classics such as "That's How I Beat Shaq" or "Aaron's 
Party." 

AC strutted his stuff and so did his two back up 
dancers, who really were nothing special to look at or 
watch. Seaholm's own Peter Roehl actually danced 
with AC's two dancers before they came on. 

If any of you have ever been to an N' Sync or 
Backstreet Boys concert you blow the types of bends 
and curves these boys can make, and Aaron's show 
was pretty much a replica of these boy bands. 

Though I figured he wasn't actually singing, one 
• of Aaron's openers admitted to me that Aaron was 
definitely not lip-synching. 

This is quite respectable. He's moving around so 
much, jumping up and down, how is he not totally out 
of breath? 

So, though he is a good-looking young man, I 
actually give him a lot of credit as a performer. One 
thing's for sure — he has an amazing glow that just 
dazzles the elementary girls. 
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StaftWriter 
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Letter to the Editor 
Musical Notes 
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1. 	The end-of-year project that Flex seniors dread (plural). 
5. 	The restaurant where prom is being held. 
8. The road on which the new Beauty Salon is located. 
9. The sport that finished 24-4 overall last spring. 
12. 	Results range from "looking a little orange" to "Orangey McFaketan." 
16. 	"Give 	a chance." 
19. Teacher who—in a poster in his room—is pictured with a mullet. (abbv.) 
21. The elevated monorail in downtown Detroit. 
22. The name of the television show that the Senior Swingout has been themed after. 
23. The name of Clarissa's pet alligator on the show Clarissa Explains it All. 
24. Tax being voted for on May 3rd regarding school funding. 
25. What Alex Sanchez was suspended for. 
26. The number of seniors on the Seaholm Highlander staff. 
27. English team student teacher who recently graduated. (last name) 
28. 	Prince, number 22 on the world champion Detroit Pistons. 

flown 

2. The tests that students dread that take place in the first two weeks of May. 
3. The potential junior-class president who's campaign flyers are hilariously excellent. 
4. Medical drama featuring cynical, but genius, doctor. 
6. The band performing with Oasis on June 18. 
7. Substitute teacher who once was a beauty pageant contestant, Mrs. 	 
10. The writer of the novels that Sin City is based upon. 
11. 'the 	Guide to the Galaxy." 
13. The best holiday in April. 
14. This movie stars Sean Penn and Nicole Kidman. 
15. The retired baseball star from the movie The Upside of Anger. 
17. The school that we recently hosted in a school exchange. 
18. Nickelodeon's ubiquitous gameshow host who now stars on Unwrapped. 
20. Award given to outstanding senior girl or boy. 
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