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Local students lend a hand toward tsunami relief 
MattSienkievvicz 
Staffwriter 

On Sunday December 26th  as we all 
rested during our holiday break, one of 
the largest earthquakes in recent times 
occurred 155 miles off the coast of 
Sumatra.The quake, registering as a 9.0 
on the Richter scale, shook Earth on its 
axis and reshaped the geography of the 
region. 

The resulting tsunami pulled beach 
goers out to sea, wiped out entire costal 
villages, and destroyed large tracts of 
farmland. The International Red Cross 
estimated that up to a million people 
have been displaced, from south Asia to 
east Africa. 

Local kids have stepped in to do 
their part by raising money and supplies 
utili7ing a variety of sources. At Harlan 
Elementary School, the students have 
collected funds by selling bracelets and 
collecting haules and cans. Harlan • 
Community Education has generously 
offered to match each dollar the students 
collect. Students at Berkshire Middle 
School raised $1,100 simply by the 
student government collecting loose 
change at lunch. That is similar to the 
fund collection at Seaholm, in which 
money will be donated to the Red Cross. 
Students at Bingham Farms Elementary 
School are collecting powdered baby  

formula for orphans in Sri Lanka. People 
may also send money to the school for 
the purchase of more formula. After the 
collection, the formula will be sent to 

Senior JayMarkevich collects forthe victims 
Mary and, free of slupp g charges, 
where it will all be sent to Sri Lanka 

Also, while on the topic of Sri 
Lanka, Groves has two students from 
that country, who, along with the rest 
of the members of the International 
Club were able to raise $2,000. They 
also collected at lunch, as well as at a 
basketball game, and in the classrooms.  

At Derby Middle School, each A2 is 
donating, along with the eighth graders 
who have been encouraged to earn 
money on their own to donate.  

5th graders also induded fundraising in 
their economics unit. The disaster 
brought home the lesson on global 
effects, humanly and economically. 
Quarton Elementary School students 
sold suckers, which raised about $800. 
The Birmingham Covington School 
Forensic team, participating in the 
Michigan Interscholastic Forensic 
Association tournament, raised $3,000 
to donate. to Save the Children. The 
team collected at the door from those 
coming to see their award winning 
performances. Also at BCS, Grades 
and 6 have created the theme "Change 
A Life WithYour Loose Change," which 
along with the Salvation Army and 
WDIV will help the devastated town of 
Galie, Sri Lanka. However, the possible 
crowning achievement was at Pierce 
Elementary School where they raised 
$10,000 by putting donation milk jugs 
in every classroom. 

Although she says raising lots of 
money can be very helpful, Linda 
McCormick of Harlan Elementary 
School leaves us with a profound 
thought, "We're very careful not to 
make a big deal about how much we 
collect, but focus more on how many 

participate—the lesson being that any 
amount of giving is helpful and makes 
the kids feel they are contributing." 

of tsunami. 
Greenfield Elementary School is 
collecting from its students, staff, and 
family members for UNICEF. 

Those ways are all kind and 
charitable, but at some schools they 
were really creative. At Pembroke 
Elementary School, the second graders 
incorporated a bottle drive into their 
economics unit for dass. West Maple 

Why substitute teachers are so popular 
ChristinaVallianatos 
Staffwriter 

Whispers echo down the 
hallways as the rumor spreads. 
A crowd is gathered at the 
door, waiting anxiously for her 
arrival. Is she really coming? The 
empty desk is spotted; it must 
be true! Suddenly she comes, 
pushing her way through the 
door, barely able to make it 
inside because of the mob 
surrounding her. Everyone is 
chanting her name like an 
incantation at the top of their 
lungs. She smiles proudly and 
tames the multitude gathered 
around her with three simple 
words: 

"Hush, hush darlings!" 
This scene isn't from a 
Hollywood premier; it's a 
typical day in the life of Mrs. 
Irene Szekely, a substitute  

teacher with a huge reputation 
in the Birmingham School 
District. 
When most kids at our school 
and throughout the district hear 
the name of the aforementioned 
sub, their eyes immediately 
light up and a smile crosses their 
face as their mind forms a 
montage of memories from up 
to nine precious years with the 
Hungarian native. But Mrs. 
Szekely isn't the only substitute 
kids feel a connection with. 

Steve Lucas, senior, thinks 
"Mr. Nibblet is awesome. His 
poem [featured in last year's 
edition of the yearbook] is 
intense." Sophomores Patty 
Trask and Danielle Nelson like 
Mrs. Wind, while junior Elise 
Sheppard thinks Mr. Copley is 
a great teacher. Then there are 
those like Grade Holiday,  

junior, who protest that it's 
"just too hard to pick favorites r 

Why is it that we have such 
a great bond with these subs? 
"It's probably because we've 
had them [as substitute teachers] 
for so long," remarks junior Erin 
Thorsby. "I've had Mrs. Szekely 
since fifth grade!" Even so, it's 
doubtful that seeing a familiar 
face is the sole reason for 
making us feel so strongly about 
our substitutes. 

Could it be' that the subs 
themselves offer something 
new and interesting to our lives 
that automatically draw us to 
them? For example, the fact 
that Mr. Franklin is in a band 
(The Layabouts) and has a son 
in high school makes most kids 
think differently about him. "I 
think it's cool he's in a band," 
remarks Niche Perera, junior, 

Mrs. Fitzpatrick, another 

beloved sub, poses during class. 

"even if it is a bunch of middle- gives us something unique that 
aged guys." With songs like we seem to find' simply 
"Monkey Doo" and "Anarchists irresistible. 
in Ferndale", it's no wonder 
students relate to him more 
than other teachers. 

But what about the 
infamous Mrs. Szekely? She's 
just a sweet older woman from 
Hungary, why is it that she can 
barely walk down the hallway 
without people shouting her 
name? Junior Jessica 
Wasniewski thinks it's because 
she's so sweet and innocent. "You 
just have to like her! And she 
always has a story to tell, which 
is always amusing." 

From Mr. Nibblet and his 
inspirational poems, Mr. 
Glassman and his "Daily Llama" 
insight, to Mrs. Szekely 
informing us that tri-lingual 
cats do indeed exist, each sub 



Ho-w do you beat the winter doldrums? 

'Keep up with myTiger 
free agent watch by 
spending the hours check-
ing out the numerous - 
message boards o e." 

MattValant 'OS 
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The parking lot is eerily empty at this time, with 
my car resting in one of the few bright spots among a 
sea of long shadows. 

By the time I get into my car and switch on the 
lights, the digital dock reads 9:54 pm. I am just now 
leaving school. 

Though it may come as a surprise to some of you, 
was not just let out of a sports practice, or even 

taking part in one of the infamously long spring musical 
sessions—instead, I was bunkered down in the 
computer lab of the upper A-Hall, slaving away at the 
creation of the newspaper with my few fellow editors, 
just like I have been all this week. 

The athletic program receives write-ups in the 
local paper. The forensics team gets an entire day 
devoted to them.. The members of the musical are 
praised for their dedication and commitment (much-
earned praise, by the way). The yearbook has shiny 
trophies and other awards lining the walls of its 
classroom. 

I look around what was once the room that housed 
countless newspaper meetings and see a lonely Spartan 
award shoved to the back of a cabinet, and a staff of 
writers that is decidedly lacking in number. 

It seems, to me, that nearly every program at 
Seaholm receives the recognition and support it needs 
and deserves—all, but one: The Highlander. 

Despite popular belief, being a member of the 
editorial staff holds much more responsibility than 
going on Taco Bell runs for the group, or being a team 
player when it comes to hallway rolling-chair races. 

In fact, few seem to realize that putting together 
an issue of the paper is a huge undertaking, and 
frankly—given the rapidly dwindling number of 
people we have working on it—it is a mirade every 
time we publish. 

Putting the paper together takes at least ten hours 
alone, and that does not factor into account artide 
brainstorming sessions, staff meetings, the editing of 
articles, the trading down of staff writers, the taking 
of pictures, and the countless computer crashes .that 
Occur. 

The musical has one week of hell? The newspaper 
gets that every month. Welcome to layout week. 

So why do my colleagues and I put ourselves 
through this stress each issue? What makes us even 
attempt to continue putting out issues each month, 
when we know that half of the articles will not get 
written, that the computer will inevitably freeze up 
and that those three hours a day will most certainly 
morph into four or more? 

We are insane—as, I'M sure, is evident in our 
eclectic range of article topics. But more it is more 
than a slight case of insanity, we carry on because in 
the end we hope it will all be worth it. 

We hope that someone will take notice of what's 
going on both within our school as well as our 
community. 

We anticipate the laughter and interest our 
articles—or at the very least, the crossword and 
PhotOpinion—will bring. We wish that it would inspire 
you to write your own pieces, and make your voice 
be heard. 

Now, I may be a little biased, but if one of its own 
editors will not stand up for this overlooked, under 
appreciated publication, who will? Surely not the 
student body, because it has become apparent that the 
majority of the school is completely indifferent 
towards the future of our fair newspaper. 

Mr. Piper? Granted, he does support us whole-
heartedly, and not many schools can boast the freedom 
and lack of censorship the Highlander possesses, but 
one man cannot save the fate of the newspaper—
especially one as busy as he. Not even the efforts of a 
half a dozen or so dedicated editors can make sure 
this legacy carries on. 

The Highlander was created, as most newspapers 
are, to provide the readers with knowledge, insight, 
and entertainment, but it was also meant to be a 
representation of the Seaholm student. 

I urge everyone, be they freshmen or seniors, to 
shed their apathy and not let this resource fade away. 
We have given you an opportunity, now all you need 
to do is take it. 

Until then, you know where you can find us: day 
or night, at se2holmbigpancier04@yahoo.roin. Or, if 
you happen to be wandering the building at 9:00 at 
night, just look for that one square window of light, 
shining like a beacon amid the dark, empty hallways. 
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The staff of the Highlander aim to deliver to Seaholm High School's students, staff, and community a quality newspaper that offers a free exchange of 
viewpoints through the coverage of student news, interests, concerns and ideas. 

Opinion 
The Highlander staff will publish an editorial which will not be bylined and which will represent the point of view of the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest editorials are welcomed. All such editorials and other features will be attributed to their authors. Likewise photographs 
other than headshots will be attributed. 

Letters to the editor 
Letters to the editor should ma exceed 250 words and be signed. Author's name may be withheld upon request The final decision of whether the material is to 
be published will be left to the student editor or student editorial staff. Correspondence may be sent to seaholmhighlander04@yahoo.com  

Advertising 
Advertising is constitutionally protected expression. The Highlander may accept advertising. Acceptance or rejection of advertising is within the purview of the 
publication staff, which may accept any ads except those for products or services that are illegal for all students. Ads for political candidates and ballot issues 
may be accepted; however staff are encouraged to solicit ads from all sides on suck issues. 

. The Highlander staff does their utmost to be accurate 
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Seano m celebrates twenty years of musical talent 

Lisa Lo 
Special Ops Editor 

It has been exactly two decades since the first 
Seaholm Band Jam debuted, where the Radio & 
Television Broadcasting classes proudly present a 
spectacular showcase of Seahohn's musical talent. 

All four bands—Eudemonia, Mannequin, YKK, and 
The Omar Goodings Project—can be seen on February 
20th  in the little theater at 7:00 pm. Tickets bought in 
advance will cost only $5, but if you wait until the day 
of, you'll have to fork over $10 to take in the show. 
Of course, all money goes to benefit the Radio and 
Television Broadcasting classes, providing the courses 
with necessary electronics and equipment. 

Student and fan of local talent, Lisa Haidostian 
chuckles "I can't believe band jam is just aroundthe 
corner! What an awesome opportunity for local bands 
to showcase all their hard work and musical genius! I 
especially can't wait to see OGP live in action, and 
wish lead singer James Quay the best of luck in battling 
his fatal disease!" 

The band YKK makes their first official performance 
at the band jam, showcasing members Grayson Yee, 
Walter `Bowdy' Brown, and Ryan Grant—all seniors. 
Their music has been described as "alternative with a 
scooch of punk," with all songs being completely 
original and written by the band. Bowdy and Grayson 
combine thetr-  talents to create lyrics and music 

influenced by bands such as Third Eye Blind and Something 

Corporate. Ryan Grant creates a strong percussion base 
with talent on both the drums and the bongos, while 

The members of the Omar Goodings Project 

Grayson and Bowdy mesh their sounds on the guitar. 
When asked about their mysterious acronym, Bowdy 
credits it as the name of a zipper company—which 
goes along with the band's motto (you'll have to ask 
them what it is.) 

Eudemonia is named for an Aristotelian philosophy, 
and also, coincidentally, the name of the third band 
playing in the jam. Meaning "Happiness through 
rational thinking," Eudemonia features junior Phil 
Dietrich on the bass, and Seaholm graduates, Dan Hayes 
and Ben Filler on the drums and guitar, respectively.  

The band has been together for about a year, but they 
plan to have an album coming out soon, entitled "See 
You Outside the Spectrum". Look for their song 'Luck', 
and other music, which has been influenced by such 
bands as Ween, Nirvana, Pink Floyd, and Tool. 

Mannequin is senior Bill Meese's side project with 
fellow_ students Brian Burke, John Rosman, and Steve 
Barcus, and was created last September. The name 
remains mysterious regarding its origins, but in the 

short time they've been together, Mannequin has 

performed at the Java Jam, which was last month. 

Steve Barcus, graduate, plays the drums, while senior 
John Rosman contributes on the bass. Brian Burke and 
Bill Meese combine efforts on the guitar, while Bill 
also plays the synth. Noted influences include Sonic 

Youth, Modest Mouse, and The Grateful Dead, while band 
favorites include their own original works 'The 
Opener', 'The Goblin Song', and 'The Closer'. 

The Omar GoOdings Project is a veteran of Seaholm 
and Birmingham performances, rounding off the group 
of new talent with a familiar face. The band, which 
was started by Bill Meese, Mark Thompson, Ryan 
Cravvfis and Mike Hill two years ago, has evolved to 
include fellow seniors David Trimmer and James 
Quay—who joined the band just last February after 
former member Evan Heiss graduated. With 
performances at Sham n Park, the Community House, 
Cosi, and the Seaholm poetry Slam, OGP has cultivated 
quite the following, and look forward to seeing their 
fans at an upcoming show at MSLI, on February 19th, 
as well as at the jam. For the most part, OGP's music 
is all original, with 'The Strut' as one of their favorites 
to play—a song described by member James Quay as 
"Jam /rock/jazz" . 

Jam on. 

iPod, therefore iAm: the evolution and prevalence within these walls 

Lis2.Lombareki 
Froetinll Ops 'tor 

The evolution of music-listening devices has 
reached its new pinnacle, and the next reigning king 
fits in the palm  of your hand. Apple iPod has augmented 
in popularity over the past couple of years, offering 
access to thousands of songs without a bulky machine 
or the limitations in song selection that the 8-track, 
the tape player, or even the CD player once held. 

Introduced on October 23, 2001, the very first 
iPod cost $399 and stored about 1,000 songs. The 
machine was only compatible with Macintosh 
computers, and coexisted with iTunes—a music-
converting program that had been introduced only 
seven months before, approximately. With each 

successive year, Apple made updates to the original 
iPod format, and introduced hybrids of the innovative 
design. For $499, the newer iPod could hold 10,000 
songs, and soon iPods were introduced that varied in 
the gigabyte-holding capacity. Most recently, Apple 
has come out with the iPod Shuffle, a machine 

approximately the size of a pack of gum, which has no 
screen by randomly plays songs from the playlist. By 
this time, in 2002, iPods became PC-friendly, and so 

began the public's love affair with this tiny music 

marvel. 
According to iPodLounge.com, it took Apple a 

year and a half to reach the one million mark in sales. 
As of May 10, 2004, Apple had sold approximately 

three million iPods—two million _sold in Jess than a  

year later. Today, there exist numerous types of iPods, 
and they are available at several electronics stores. 
iTunes has become a major source for legally 
downloading songs, and everywhere you look, people 
are plugged into the sound of a new generation in 
music enjoyment. And Seaholm is definitely no 

exception. 
Recently, Mr. Piper made an announcement 

regarding the school's policy towards the use of 
iPods—a message that is now necessary since the 
presence of the iPod seems to have multiplied 
overnight within the halls of Seaholm. In class, row 
upon row of students adjust their headphones while 
they work; in the hallways, the little rectangle of plastic 
can be seen peeking out of a pocket or clipped to a 
belt; iPods have even invaded our cars with the creation 

Freshmen Brandon Greene, Paul Collins and Emmy Scheid 

share their iPods together. 	_ 

of an adapter that allows the music to stream through 
regular radio devices. According to our principal, the 
use of iPods is based strictly on teacher's preference: 
each teacher's opinion may differ, and you run the risk 
of getting yours confiscated if used in the wrong 
dassroom, or at an inappropriate time. 

While the allure of having your entire music 
collection at your fingertips is enticing, there are 
drawbacks to the iPod craze—including the idea that 
it is merely a trend that is becoming much like other 
trends: a status symbol. Music critics and fans also 
worry that with the popularity of online downloading 
and iPods, the album itself is becoming obsolete. 

Music lover Margaret Lambert explains: "It's 
unattractive to see people everywhere listening to 
sparkling white iPods—it's downright creepy, 
sometimes. Also, I feel that as our society has moved 

away from records to CDs to iPods, we've lost a great 
deal of the meaning behind music because kids 
nowadays don't really know who sings songs.. .they 
don't see the artistic album covers and the artists 
[themselves]. Music is more than just a three-minute 
song—it's a lifestyle with real people pouring they're 
life out for us to take in and relate to." 

Hopefully, a compromise can be made between 
past and present, classic and contemporary, faded album 
covers and sleek, shiny metal. As long as we embrace 

the past and do not forget the treasures that albums 
and full CDs can hold, there is no reason why the iPod 
should become a symbol of the death of music; rather, 
it can represent music loving for generations to come. 



Michigan and Michigan State aparrel like this can be spotted 

throughout the state all year round. 

Mary Rock 
Staffwriter 

Censorship (protection cr cultivating ignor ce) 
visual and oral profanity from on the basis of defending the 

/-First Amendment, and open 
communication of everyone's 
opinion. The NCAC believes 

,that people have a right to 
express whatever they believe, 
and that is part of the United 

States being a democracy. Flag 
burning, rallies, marches, etc. 

may be excessive, but this 
organization doesn't have a 
limit on freedom, and that is 

what they are fighting for 
But where should the line 

be drawn between censorship 
and freedom? How much is too 
much protection? Or too little 

protection? 
On the other hand, there is 

the FCC, which has been 
springing into action with fines 
and rules. Censorship is 
suppressing 	any thing 

objectionable, and the FCC is 
deciding what is objectionable 
for Americans to see or hear. 
Who has the right to determine 

what is objectionable to an 
entire population? But the FCC 
may have a good cause, limiting 

riiefant 

mak2s 

OK to 

mile again 

It was about this time, one 
year ago, when Janet Jackson's 
"wardrobe malfunction" during 
the Super Bowl halftime show 

shocked America, and began a 
year when censorship would 
headline the news. It became 
common to read about 
something new the FCC 
(Federal Communications 
Commission) was doing, or of 
course, to hear edited songs, 
and watch television with 

"bleeps." But does censorship 
really do us any good? Do the 
"bleeps," five—second delays and 
edited entertainment really 
help us? Or does censorship 

American 

Adrienne Chan 
Siairwriter 

"What's the easiest way to get a Michigan State 

alum off your front porch?" 

"Give them the moneyfor the pizza." 

The mockery evident in this joke is a 
sentiment shared by an approximate 40% of the 
population of Michigan. A very different 40% 

would be irate at the audacity of such an insult. 
Perhaps a remaining 20% rests indifferent to the __- 
U of M v. MSU rivalry, however, the heated 
football games and giant loyalty flags fluttering 
in the wind on the sides of many homes speak for 

themselves. 
For someone not native to Michigan, these 

intense feelings of loyalty and hatred that exist 
in the hearts of many Mi:chiganders are baffling. 
But obviously, as illustrated by senior Craig 
Johnson, the author of that first joke, many people 
have strong emotions regarding the rival 
universities.There are few juniors who will apply 
to both Michigan State University and the 
University of Michigan. But those who do tend 

to regard MSU as a safety school, a guarantee 
when acceptance at U of M can be uncertain. 
Though certainly an excellent education can be 
acquired at either large public university, most 

of today's students have been convinced that the 
University of Michigan is the superior school. 

True to his first comment, Craig remarks, 
"They truly are both good schools. I hear lots of 

people come back from both of them and they 
have equally good things to say about them. For 
example, you might receive a first-class education 
from Michigan, but you'll never quite learn the  

means of communication. 
This has a lot to do with us, 

high schoolers, because we need 
to formulate opinions, and 
discover our freedoms. We are 
making decisions, and is it 
helping us make them with this 

protection? Or is it limiting us, 
keeping us in the dark? 

Although some Seaholm 
students think "censorship is for 

our own good," many students 
also think "we shouldn't be 
limited." Some students didn't 
even realize how censorship 
was affecting their everyday 
lives. It has an affect on what 
and how people think, what 
people believe, and their 
opinions. Also, from what we 
hear on the radio, the music you 
hear driving to school, what you 
learn in your dasses, and what 
you watch on TV is all being at 
least somewhat regulated and 
controlled. 

Scared that you have less 
freedom than you thought? Or 
do you feel protected? 

alien 

flammability of different couch-materials like you 
do at Michigan State." 

And Seaholm teacher Mr. Ponczocha says that 
Michigan State has an excellent "Packaging' 
program. I think that I might have a future in the 
box-making industry." Lisa Haidostian's response 
to this comment was, "A lot of times MSU doesn't 
get enough credit, because it really is a good 
school. Just kidding. Michigan for life, SUCKAS!!" 

These entertaining replies represent the 
opinions of many. This opinion is very likely in 
part because of the lower acceptance ratio at U 

of M in comparison to MSU and the lower GPA 
and test scores that MSU requires. 

On the other hand, many people have exactly the 
opposite viewpoint. "Sparty on!' future MSU student 
Samuel Padilla shouts with pride. "U of M has no good 
catch phrases. Trust me, my cousin goes there." 

Carol Lombardi, mother of three Seaholm 
students, has more practical reasons for supporting 
MSU: "I was pleasantly surprised by the excellent 
facilities and programs at MSU." 

Many strong supporters of both schools don't 

really know much about the schools they are so 
opposed to. "I'm a U of M fan because they have 
good sushi restaurants in Ann-Arbor, and I've 

never been to Lansing." 
Many people drive around with bumper 

stickers that say things like "MSU v. U of M Family 
Feud" and "My kids are split!" Observing these 

absurdities an outsider can only laugh, and upon 
further examination, it seems that that is a large 
part of the intention of this grand rivalry. Getting 
riled up is fun! And sporting events like football 
and basketball games encourage the innocent 
competition. So, when it comes to the rivalry, 

why not? 

produce 	 within ignorance 
culture? 

The NCAC, National 
CoalitionAgainst Censorship, is 
a nonprofit organization made 
solely to fight censorships limits 
on our freedoms. They operate 

MSU and U-M: the rivalry from the eyes of 

Alex Currin 
Staff writer 

Feel like all music is 
beginning to sound the same? 
Looking for something new, 
fresh and original? Tired of sad 
songs? Elefant is here, with 

their debut album, "Sunlight 
Makes Me Paranoid", to rescue 
us from the increasingly 
generic landscape of modern 

rock. 
From the firstinfectiously 

danceable bass lines, mingling 
with the classic energetic 
drums of Kevin McAdams, you 
get the idea that this is going 

to be something different. 
Front man Diego Garcia takes 
the tracks to come in 
unexpected directions with 
creamy smooth vocals 
somewhat reminiscent of a 
mellower Julian Casablancas of 
The Strokes. 

Though it's difficult to 
describe in words, imagine if 
you will, a band with the guitar 
riffs of Weezer, Dqft Punk bass 
lines, and the vocals of The 

Strokes. Shake well and 

microwave on high for about 

ten minutes, and you've got a 

decent album. 
What makes this disc stand 

out among so many others' 
attempts on the same concept 
are its lyrics. Simultaneously 
simple and beautiful, the lyrics 
of "Sunlight Makes Me 
Paranoid" are where the real 
strength of Elefant shines 
through. Lines like "tell me 
your name, tell me your story, 
cuz I'm into it/ running 
through life, like a misfit" are 
able to sum up many of the 
common sentiments that are 
felt by our generation, but are 
able to avoid many diches of 
the recently established "emo" 

culture. 
Don't get me wrong, I 

occasionally listen to Bright 

Eyes, Dashboard Confessional and 

the like, but for those out there 
looking for something to break 
up the monotonous dirge that 
seems to be the standard for 
so much of today's juvenile 
minority, as I was, I highly 

recommend Elefant. 



The IN rni 9- Des to H ri-ctouble llocKey  scicKs 

Nick Larry 
S Writer 

The National Hockey League dosed 
its doors on September 15, 2004 and it 
appears that it could be a very long time 
before, they reopen. As the end of the 
most recent collective bargaining 

agreement approached, pundits 
speculated that a lockout was imminent. 
The players would not accept a salary 
cap, the owners demanded one. Rather 
than hold meetings over the course of 
the last year, and try to negotiate a deal 
in which both sides minimized their 
losses, the NHLPA (National Hockey 
League Players Association) and league 
officials met rarely, and did not 
negotiate. Talks were limited, and even 
though a few new offers were proposed, 
the two sides could not get over the 
salary cap issue. In order to find out how 
the league came to be in such a dire 
predicament, we have to go back a few 
years. 

In 1994, the NHL had a lockout, but 
the two sides were able to reach an 
agreement and salvage the season. 
League Commissioner Gary Bettman 
did not get the salary cap he wanted, 

but as the—NHL was experiencing 

unprecedented growth in the United 
States he and the owners were not too 
worried, they believed that they could 
still turn a profit. The New York 
Rangers had just won their first 
championship in 54 years, the league had 
an "innovative" TV deal with Fox, and 
the league decided to expand. From 
1995 through the end of the century, 
teams popped up in markets such as 
Nashville, Columbus, Atlanta, and 
Phoenix. In an effort to capitalize on 
the hockey boom, owners gave ridiculous 
contracts to players who were marginal 
at best, such as Detroit fourth-liner 
Martin Lapointe's 4-year $20 million  

deal with Boston, and the $10 million 
per year deals of Bobby HoIik and 
Jaromir Jagr. The owners ended up 
spending much more than anticipated, 

the quality of play dropped because of 
an increase in the amount of teams, but 
no increase in amount of talented players 

in addition to bogus rule changes, as a 
result, both new and old markets alike 
began to falter. The market experienced 

a snowball effect, since fan presence was 
down, the TV deal became absolutely 
abysmal, and marketing was virtually 
nonexistent, which caused the fan base 
to disintegrate even more. All of this  

came to a climax just in time for the 
new collective bargaining agreement to 

expire. 
Enter playoff season 2004; as the 

Stanley Cup Final between Calgary and 
Tampa Bay goes on, all of the fans worry 
that this might be the last hockey they 
see for a very long time. By that point, 
insiders had given up, and many players 
were preparing to play in Europe, as far 
as 4- months before the CBA expired. 
Negotiations went nowhere during the 
off season, and on September 15, 2004 
the Napoleonic Gary Bettman 
announced that after trying their 
"absolute hardest" the league and the 
union could not reach an agreement, and 
a lockout was dedared. 

It was a really pathetic off-season. 
Hockey fans had to live with the fact 
that the Tampa Bay Lightning had just 
won the Stanley Cup while the owners 
and players hoped for the problem to 
solve itself. It didn't. The Players claim 
that they are "just looking out for the 
interests of themselves and their 

families," and that they could not survive 
under a cap system. Sure, the players 
and their families might have gotten 
used to $5 million per year, but $2.5 
million isn't exactly pocket change.  

Looking back to when the players were 
playing in juniors, would they have 
scoffed at $2.5 million per year? Would 
Steve Yzerman have rejected a deal and 
stuck with the Peterborough Pete's, 
would Sergei Fedorov have stayed in 

Red Army, because he thought he was 
worth $8 million per year? No, they 

would have jumped at the opportunity, 
which is exactly what they did, and now 
they bite the hand that feeds them. 
Ironically, many players, such as Brett 
Hull, Chris Chelios, Jeremy Roenick, 
and Mike Modano, the same people who 
are afraid of a cap, are interested in going 
to the upstart World Hockey 
Association, where the proposed team 
salary cap is $14 million, just over one-
third of that offered by the league. All 
of these factors, in addition to the 
stubbornness and poor marketing by 
union president Bob Goodenow have 
caused the players to look like a bunch 
of whiny soccer players. 

On the other hand there are the 
owners, the rich and powerful, the 
business moguls, the rich, old, white 
guys who, with the exception of Gretzky 
and Lemieux, are not hockey guys. They 
have followed their incredibly short, 
accountant leader, Mr. Gary Beaman, 
into battle. The owners put themselves 
in their position, by mismanaging the 
league, overspending, and ruining the 
rules (i.e. the instigator rule), and then 
complaining about how difficult things 
have become. Mr. Bettman has gone 
on and on about how a salary cap is 
needed, but it definitely isn't the only 
solution. The owners have managed to 

garner much of the public support, at 
least from the 6% of Americans who 
care about the Lockout (Hockey News 
Poll), but they have been left with an 
inactive product that won't be worth 
anything when it returns to action. 

As a fan, I really don't care whether 
or not there is a salary cap, or a luxury 
tax. There are plenty of options. The 
league could contract; the quality of play 
would increase because the amount of 

talent per team would increase. Each 
remaining team would benefit, and 

maybe turn a profit. But this will not 
happen, the small market owners will 
not just give up, they are calling many 

of the shots in the lockout, and the union 
will not agree because it might put some 
of their union brothers out ofjobs, which 
the players are doing anyway in leagues 
across the world. The sides could agree 
to a low-limit graduated luxury tax, 

with a very high salary cap. That way, 
the teams that want to could Outspend 
the smaller teams and keep salaries high, 
which the players like, but they would 
be prevented from overspending, and 
equal  opportunities would be assured by 
the high cap, which the owners would 
like. So, my plan: Contract, bring the 
league to 18-24 teams, in strong hockey 
markets. Then institute a luxury tax 
system, beginning at $35 million, with 
a tax of $.5 per dollar for the first 5 
million over, with the tax doubling for 
every $ 5 million thereafter. Finish the 
financial aspect with a hard cap between 
$52-60 million. 

Will it happen? No, all of this season 

is lost, along with the 2005-2006 season, 
because the Union Lawyer and Mr. 
Batman cant swallow their pride and 
return to their constituencies with 
anything other than absolute victory. So, 
until then, I'll just have to watch Miracle, 

Slap Shot, and Don Cherry's Rock' em Sock' 

em Hockey Volumes 1-10, or head out to 
Plymouth to watch the Whalers tear up 
the OHL, while I, along with the rest 
of the hockey world, foolishly hope for 

a miracle. 
Until then, Go Whalers! 

n the winter chill, Seaholm springsports heat things u 
Lisa  Lomb 
Set 	Ops u 'tor 
Allison Parks 
News Editor 

Outside, the snow on the ground 
has piled several feet high, slush puddles 

in the streets, and spring is far off on 
the horizon. But inside Seaholm's weight 
room and gym, it appears as though 
spring has sprung. The girls' lacrosse 
team lines up and starts running sprints; 

members of the track and field team 
lift and work at the machines In hats-, 

gloves, and winter coats, runners are 
jogging down the streets, and girls' 
softball players practice throwing and 
perfect their batting technique. 

More and more, dedicated athletes 
are taking advantage of the off-season  

to prepare for spring sports.While some 
teams collectively decide to put forth 
the extra effort, training during the off-
season is often an opportunity sought out 
by individual players. Members of the 
track team even compete in specific 

events against other individuals from 

nearby schools. 
Both the women's and men' 

lacrosse teams have organized after-

school training for their respective 

players. Every day, about fifteen 
members of the women's lacrosse team 
meet in the gym to train.Their workout 
usually consists of sprints, long distance 

running, and agility training. Meanwhile, 
the men's lacrosse team has been 
encouraged to prepare for the upcoming 
season in any way possible. Even though 
the beginning of the season is a month  

and a half away, the seniors on the team 
have already been pushing the rest of 
the players to amp up their game 

Women's soccer players have also 

gotten a head start on their upcoming 
season. The girls began their training on 
January 3' with practice scrimmages, 

The women's' lacrosse team preps 
for the season by running together  

ball skills, and student-organized indoor 
games in Waterford on Saturday 

mornings. The students organi7e games 
against other schools and travel teams 
from various cities in the area. Senior 
captain Christina Barkel says, "We're 
starting early so we can get in shape 
and be prepared for the season when it 

comes." 
Softball players have also been 

encouraged to work out in the off-season, 
and some have chosen to take private 

batting lessons on their own. As early 

as the fall, the softball team has 
traditionally competed against other 
school teams in"Fall Ball", which focuses 
on the short game aspects, such as 
bunting, slapping, and other techniques. 

As the season approaches, Se4 olm  's 

athletes are ready to play. 



arsity Profile: 

ku Delvecchio 
Name: Akli Khendel Ddvecchio 
Grade: junior 
Age: 16 
Sport(s): Soccer and Volleyball  
Position(s): Soccer- Defense Volleyball-
Evervthhig 

Favorite Color: Blue and Green 
Favorite Number: 8 and 3 
Favorite Day: Saturday  
Favorite Month: September 
Favorite Movie: Remember  
FavoriteTV Show: Pick one 
Favorite Food: I like Tacos 
Favorite Recording Artist: Howie Day 
Favorite Pokemort: Pikaclau 

$3.00 off admission mil 
I before lOpot tith this ad" 

Office: 248-9264004 
1172 Pontiac Trail 	ctue i-NFtase  wmvinfemoteenclubtom 
Walled Lake, MI 48390 

Michigan's hottest high school dance dab! 

Open Friday & Saturday 
nights from Sam unfl lam. 

Just $10 gets you in Michigan's 

biggest high school dance party. 
'ExcLioes special events. Expi!es: 2/27/05 

Hotline; 248426-1000 

amiet Bus 

* A sofe and dean environmeni! 
*Ages 14-1 8 only1 

* Celebrity hogs & DJ From the radio! 
* 'Ways best Hip-Hop and Dance mu ski 

_High school athletes court university scholarship offers 
Dan Priestley .  
StaffWriter 

Running around at recess in 
elementary school, many of us boys 
played football and mimicked our 
favorite star. Everyone was Barry 
Sanders, a Heisman Trophy winner, or 
Super Bowl MVP. When asked what 
they were going to be when they grew 
up, kids responded with, "a baseball 
player," "Michael Jordan Jr.," or "a Red 
Wing!" However, life has moved on and 
we have passed those dreamy days and 
faced the reality that not everyone can 
be an astronaut, a doctor, a police officer, 
or professional athlete. In pursuit of a 
memorable high school experience 
while reaching for an interesting career, 
most students participate in 
extracurricular activities, including 
sports, Forensics, and the musical. 
These enjoyable activities teach valuable 
life skills, and on occasion, open some 
doors for more opportunities. Every 
year, a few Seaholm seniors are sought  

after by universities and recruited for 
their skills beyond the dassroom. 

While most people apply for college 
in the fall and winter of their senior year 
and make a decision in the spring upon 
the arrival of their last acceptance letter, 
recruited athletes have deadlines, 
restrictions, and procedures that must 
be followed to the letter. The National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
publishes bylaws every year with a rule 
to dissect every possible situation. 
Borrow the AP European History and 
the AP Physics textbooks from Mr. 
Kalousdian and Mr. Baltz, stack them 
together, and you have the thickness of 
the NCAA rulebook. 

The recruiting process starts 
whenever the athlete wishes to begin 
contacting coaches, but the floodgates 
open on July 1 after their junior year. 
Prior to that date, a potential recruit is 
allowed to call or contact any coach he 
or she pleases, but the coach can call 
back only once for every phone call made  

by the athlete. This can make 
communication difficult. Also, meeting 
with coaches in person can be even 
more inconvenient because different 
rules apply to whether you are on or off 
the coach's home campus. After July 1, 
coaches can call the athletes once a 
week, mostly to discuss their school, 
their interests, and recruiting trips. 

Once the phone calls have begun, 
the process turns into a game. The 
athlete needs to sell himself or herself 
as a worthwhile recruit while the coach 
needs to sell his/her university and 
program. It's tough to get to know 
coaches when you talk to them for about 
20 minutes a week. To alleviate this 
dilemma, and to experience the 
university in full swing, the athlete takes 
a recruiting trip. An athlete is allowed 
five paid trips to discover, first hand, 
what life would be like at that particular 
university. 

On the Friday of a typical trip, the 
recruit goes to some classes, listens to  

academic advisors, meets with school 
officials, and watches the team practice. 
The next day, normal activities include 
private meetings with coaches, going to 
the football game, and hanging out with 
the team. During the private meetings, 
scholarship money is often discussed. 
The public's common misconception that 
every recruit gets a full ride is 
completely wrong. For example, the 
NCAA limits men's swimming to 9.9 
scholarships. Considering most teams 
have about 25 guys.. .you do the math. 

Walking away from a visit, an 
athlete usually knows right away 
whether he or she wants to go there 
next year. Sometimes it can be the 
whole experience or one culminating 
moment. For many, it boils down to 
where they feel most comfortable. 

It's hard to believe that the next 
four years of your life can be decided in 
one weekend, but when an obvious 
choice hits you right between the eyes, 
one's heart must guide the way. 

If a tree falls in a forest and no one is aroma to hear it fall, does 
make a sound? Yes 
Who would win in a fight, an astronaut or a caveman? Caveman, 
efinitely 

If you were a tree, what kind of tree would you be? Maple 
When is the last time that you left the state of Michigan? Two weeks 
ago 
If you were a rhetorical question, what would you be? comment 

Trinidad or Tobago? Both 
Gloves or Mittens? Mittens  
Maracas or Tambourines? Tambourines 
Spaghettios or Chef Boyardee? Spaghettios 
Nina, Pinta or Santa Maria? Pinta 
Break dance or Boogie? Boogie 
Rock, paper or scissors? Paper 
're Hydrants: Yellow or Red? Red 

Country or Western? Western 
Rock or Rap? Rock 
Watercolors or Ftn er-pamtm 	-Pam-1311g 



Seniors Madi Parks and Allison Leone share a Valentine's Day hug. 

Heart's Delight 
AshtonWood 
StallWriter 

The candy stores, grocery 
stores 	and—most 
importantly—the Hallmarks 
load their aisles with red, pink 
and white balloons, the many 
different flavored heart shaped 
candies, and the teddy bears 
with numerous variations of 'I 
love you' written all over 
them. 

Is Valentine's Day a true 
holiday or just the alter ego of 
Sweetest day? To those with 
long-ternrrelationships under 
their belt it can be easy access 
to a dozen roses.To others, it is 
an easy excuse to load up on 
Ben and Jerry's Half Baked. 

Many fail to even 
recognize the upcoming date of 
Valentine's Day, or the 
significance of it at all. Since 
middle school, this day has been 
an excuse for a day off of school 
for dassroom parties. Back in 
elementary school, it was a fun 
day to pass out candy and cute 
little Garfield, Barbie or 
Mickey Mouse 'Be Mine' cards. 

What is there to do this 
Valentine's Day? I'm sure 
Sleepless in Seattle, and even 
Titanic will make their way to 
the television that night. Other 
than that, one could take their 
date to a movie, and enjoy a 
nice candle lit dinner, or a secret 
admirer might send an 
anonymous E-card to their 
lover. 

I found this rather 
interesting: back in the 4th 
century B.C.E., adolescent 
men would annually draw out 
of a box a name of a random 
teenage girl. The chosen girl 
was assigned as a companion to 
the man for the duration of the 
year. After 800 years of this 
rather sexist practice, an answer 
was found in St. Valentine. 

In 270 C.E. marriage was 
forbidden, but Valentine, a 
bishop, saw the trauma of 
young lovers and would meet 
in secret, to join them in the 
sacrament of holy matrimony. 
When the emperor learned of 
this, he quickly placed Valentine 
in jail, to await his execution. 

While Valentine was in 
prison, he befriended his jailor, 
Asterius. Asterius requested 
him to heal his blind daughter's 
sight. Through Valentine's faith 
he miraculously restored the 
sight of Asterius' daughter. Just 
before his execution, Valentine 
asked for a pen and paper from 
his jailor, and signed a farewell 
message to his daughter "From 
Your Valentine," a phrase that 
lived ever after. 

Interestingly enough, this 
holiday may be as far from a 
Hallmark holiday as 
Independence Day. But don't 
feel obligated to celebrate. Out 
of 100 kids at Seaholm, only 
23% even recognize it as a 
holiday. Perhaps we are all just 
'blind' to our own love life, or 
lack thereof. 

Dynamite is Dynamite 
Paul Sandy 
StaffWriter 

"Hey, Napoleon. What did 
you do last summer again?" 

"I told you! I spent it with 
my uncle in Alaska hunting 
wolverines!" 

"Did you shoot any?" 
"Yes, like 50 of 'em! They 

kept trying to attack my 
cousins, what the heck would 
you do in a situation like 
that?" 

"What kind of gun did you 
use?" 

"A frealdn' 12-gauge, 
what do you think?!" 

This hilarious exchange 
could only come from one 
film: Napoleon Dynamite. In a 
matter of months, Napoleon 
fever has swept through 
America, the halls of Seaholm 
being no exception. Many 
students here are very big 
fans of the film. 

Freshman and Napoleon 

Dynamite enthusiast Chris 
Matthes says, "If my life was 
the Alamo, and Napoleon 
Dynamite was the Mexicans, 
then the Mexicans have 
infiltrated my fort." 

Constantly, someone is 
wearing a "Vote for Pedro" 

shirt or quoting one of 

Napoleon's comical lines. 
The film chronicles the 

adventures of a different Idaho 
teenager. From helping his 
friend Pedro (with all the 
hookups) run for President, to 
the mishaps of Napoleon's 
eccentric relatives, to 
unsuccessfully running Pedro's 
bike off a "Sweet jump," 
Napoleon's life is never dull. 
For a movie that was made in 
rural Idaho for $200,000, 
Napoleon Dynamite has done 
extremely well. The movie 
has made millions of dollars 
since its release last summer, 
and there has been a 
resurgence in its popularity 
since the release of the DVD 
in December. When Napoleon 
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Dynamite was released, no one 
'mew what a hit the movie 
would become. With 
hilarious jokes, one of the 
most casual plot lines in 
movie history, and classic 
characters such as Napoleon, 
Kip, Unde Rico, and Pedro, 
Napoleon Dynamite was a sure 
winner in our society, and 
continues to affect our lives. 

According to Junior 
Caroline Burnett: "I like 
Napoleon Dynamite because it's 
such a random movie and the 
characters are likeable." 

Overall, Napoleon 
Dynamite gives us a new kind 
of movie never seen before. 
As Freshman Ryan Smith puts 
it, "It's an original movie, 
there's no other movie out 
there that's like it. 
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Across 

2. The most recent Seaholm dance. 
5. 	The mascot for the University of Michigan. 
7. The Michigan State mascot. 
8. NewYork-based band that has often been compared to The Strokes. 

9. '1776' is this AP Government teacher's favorite musical film. 
12. The high school that the diversity club recently visited. 
18. This award ceremony, in February, celebrates all aspects of film, from technical to performance. 
19. The process of hurling yourself down an icy hill atop a flimsy piece of plastic. 
22. The food company that provides our cafeteria with service. 
24. What continent is Flex currently studying? 
27. This electronic pet has been recently spotted around the halls of Seaholm. 
28. President Bush's favorite footwear. 

Down 

	

1. 	Watch out for these sections of gauged-out asphalt while driving through the parking lot. 

3. In his State of the IInion Address, President Bush put a special emphasis on improving 	 

4. The date of this month's ACT: February 	 

	

6. 	The ubiquitous mp3 player that the majority of Seaholm students are plugged into. 
10. The most popular low-carb diet. 
11. This Seaholm junior was recently featured in the Detroit Free Press. 
13. The film the Flex students are going on a field trip to see. 
14. "Vote for 	 
15. February holiday inspired by an ancient pastor who secretly wed lovers in a time when marriage was outlawed. 

16. The animal Ms. Rogers has posted in her room to remind her students not to cheat. 

17. This 'Sir' will perform at the Super Bowl in what is expected to be a much tamer show than last year's. 

20. In a bid to compete with Apple iTunes, Napster unleashed this portable version of its music subscription service. 

21. The name of Mr. Franklin's band. 
23. This cartoon was recently brought back on the air due to outstanding fan response when the DVD was released. 

25. The search engine whose name is now used even as a verb. 

26. A charitable organization which has provided necessary relief for tsunami-stricken South Asia. 
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