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"Rover to land on liars in 2004 
Seaholm graduate of 1994 Julie Townsend gives physics class the details 

Ashton Wood 
Staff writer 

second by second 
but instead day by 
day since the 
distance between 
Earth and Mars 
would cause for 
large delay between 
when commands 
would be sent and 
received. 

A team of 
specialists will send 
up plans daily for the 
direction Rover will 
travel in. But on his 
own, Rover will move 
around 	rocks, 
ditches and other 
inconveniences that 

Have you ever wondered what it 
would be like to visit another planet? 
Though humans have yet to set foot on 
Mars, if all goes as planned, on January 
4th an $800 million, 5-foot, 400-pound 
robot named Rover will land on Mars' 
surface. 

Julie Townsend, a Stanford, MIT, 
and Seaholm graduate gave a 
presentation to Mr. Baltz's Physics 1 
students last month on how she helps 
take part in this mission. 

Julie's job is in the avionics 
department. Her job is to detect 
damages Rover may encounter, and 
send messages to him to fix these 
damaged parts. 

The main question scientists would 
like to find the answer to during Rover's 
visit is if Mars has ever had an 
environment capable of supporting life. 

Rover will spend seven months on 
its journey4a-Mars. Once he lands, he 
will take another eight days to unravel a 

Seaholm alumna Julie Townsend speaks with Mr. Baltz's 
Physics class about the Mars Rover project. 

thick "airbag" padding that surrounds 
him. The purpose of the padding is to 
take the impact of hitting the surface of 
Mars. 

Since Mars' gravity pull is nearly half 
of Earth's, once dropped, Rover and his 
airbag padding will bounce as high as a 
kilometer off the surface. 

Once Rover is ready he will take a 
variety of pictures at different angles. 
Then he'll have to drop off of a platform 
that he will be resting on. This drop is 
difficult, as there is a chance that he 
will tip over and be unable to complete 
the mission. 

Engineers and scientists have been 
working for years perfecting any glitches 
in Rover's system that might cause for 
a problem, like tipping as he drops. 

Rover, unlike humans, has the 
ability to spend 30 days and 30 nights 
defending himself against temperatures 
as low as -200 degrees Celsius. 

Rover's main source of energy is 
the sun, which will be brought in through 
solar panels on his exterior. He will not 
be remotely directed by a team on Earth 

rays. Once Rover's 30 days are up, he 
will be left on Mars. 

In 1969 we set foot on the moon, in 
1997 we landed a robot on Mars and 
hopefully will again, in 2004. 

By 2014 we hope to collect a 
sample from Mars and return it back to 
Earth. 

are in his way. The stars will lead Rover 
on his way, helping him go in the right 
direction. 

Rover will take pictures and search 
the surface for 30 days until he becomes 
unable to receive the energy needed to 
work because of dust that will build up 
on the solar panels, blocking the sun's 

Caffeine may keep you awake 
beware of Is dangers 
Carl Dunker 
Staff writer 

It's the morning of a big 
test, you got to bed way too 
late, and now you regret that 
• you ever thought of going to that 
party last night. You need to 
wake up, so you buy some 
high-caffeine drink in the 
cafeteria, and now you'll be 
awake for that test. 

This is the course of action 
that most of us would take in 
that situation, just grab a 
Mountain Dew or a Coke and 
everything will be fine, but few 
people realize the danger that 
Dew may have for them. 

Caffeine, in its purest form, 
appears as a white powder 
similar to cornstarch. It 
dissolves in water, allowing it 

Beware! Too much caffeine, 
from sources like Pepsi, can be 
dangerous to your health. 

to spread to almost all parts of 
the body very quickly. The body 
takes several hours to remove 
caffeine from the system, so 
drinking multiple beverages that 
contain caffeine in one day can 
build up enormous amounts of 
caffeine in the body. 

Caffeine is called a 
stimulant, since it can make 
people more alert, concentrate 
better, and work longer. It also 
causes 	sleeplessness, 
nervousness, irritability, and 
the well-known caffeine jitters. 
Some people get a charge out 
of drinking huge amounts of 
high-caffeine drinks, but it isn't 
all that good for you. 

If a person who has been 
drinking large amounts of 
caffeine stops for a day, they 

will most likely have severe 
headaches, sleepiness, and 
depression. These symptoms 
are similar to the withdrawal 
symptoms of cocaine or other 
stimulants. So, if a person 
drinks a lot of caffeine, they 
may become physically 
dependent on it. 

It is also possible to 
overdose on caffeine. 
Symptoms of an OD are 
increased breathing rate, very 
fast heartbeat, convulsions, and 
imbalances in essential 
chemicals carried by the blood. 
The amount of caffeine that 
causes an OD varies from 
person to person, depending on 
body weight and usual intake 
of caffeine, or tolerance. Fatal 
overdoses are rare, and usually 

are an overuse of caffeine 
tablets. The amount of caffeine 
that an adult would have to 
consume to be killed would be 
about 5000 milligrams, or about 
50 cups of strong coffee drank 
in rapid succession, but for us 
teenagers, it would be a much 
lower amount. 

Aside from all these bad 
things about caffeine, there are 
limited health benefits. Coffee 
and tea are associated with a 
lower risk of certain types of 
cancer, and there are also 
some other health benefits 
when used in moderation. 

So, drink responsibly 
Seaholm, and be aware of the 
possible risks and benefits that 
that morning Mountain Dew 
may have for you. 
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ahen wJ you sar 
studying for finals?" 

Josh Potter '07 

already started.' 

"Christmas 

"Hmmm.. when 
are final 

,:arn Zikakis 

Lisa Lombardi 
Special Ops Editor 

I'll come right out and say it: I 
love to read. 

I grew up naively thinking that 
everyone in the world loved books 
as much as me. But one day, my 
literary bubble burst, and I 
suddenly realized that I was 
surrounded by people who—
gasp—hated to read. 

Frankly, I was baffled. How 
could people not realize the sheer 
genius of The Phantom Tollbooth, 
or the achingly beautiful The 
Lovely Bones? 

Books are perceived in a 
different sort of light once you 
reach High School. At a time when 
you are finally mature enough to 
comprehend the wonderful 
literature available in the world, the 
books read in school are limited 
to the required list teachers must 
follow; a list of novels where, in 
some cases, the story no longer 
lives up to its title of 'great' in Great 
Classic Literature. 

Believe it or not, quality books 
do exist beyond these few titles. 

In fact, there exists entire 
sections of bookstores that are not 
devoted to Moby Dick, The  

Odyssey, or The Scarlet Letter. It's 
up to you to seek them out. 

Reading goes beyond the 
cliched slogan that was hung in 
nearly every one of my 
classrooms in elementary school, 
reciting that "Reading: It Takes 
You Places!" Despite its 
enthusiastic message, the phrase 
leaves something to be desired. 

A book is not merely a one-
way ticket to some exotic locale; 
instead it possesses the power to 
melt away time, muffle your 
surroundings, and immerse you in 
the chronicle. The words are the 
key that unlocks the tale, as they 
weave the different layers of it into 
the unique tapestry that is the 
novel. 

Remember this: before The 
Lord of the Rings became a 
blockbuster film, it was all written 
down on pages that have been 
around for more than five decades. 

As much as they try, not all 
movies can perfectly replicate the 
vision that was created by the 
author. The image that is conjured 
up in your mind when you read a 
story is uniquely yours, down to 
the tiniest detail. 

A great book is not 
necessarily one that has won  

awards or withstood the tests of 
time, it is merely a device to create 
delight and enchantment. 

Why must reading be a task 
in which we are searching for an 
answer, when instead it can be a 
source of pleasure in which the 
answer finds us? With fiction, we 
are led into worlds that can't exist 
in our life, but find sanctuary deep 
in the heart of our imaginations. 
There was never such an 
opportunity, as in the non-fiction 
tales told, to view the world for more 
than is seen by the naked eye. 

Great literature is something 
that leaves you with more than you 
started with...a feeling, a thought, 
an emotion. 

In her book How Reading 
Changed My Life, Anna Quindlen 
wrote, "I felt that I, too, existed 
much of the time in a different 
dimension from everyone else I 
knew. There was waking, and there 
was sleeping. And then there were 
books, a kind of parallel universe 
in which anything might happen 
and frequently did, a universe in 
which I might be a newcomer but 
was never really a stranger. My 
real, true world. My perfect island." 

I think that sums it up 
perfectly. 
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nstallation of new camera iuv s o be 
costly, but necessary, precaution 
Julianne Valentine 
Feature editor 

Just recently, the new Diginet camera system has 
been set up here at Seaholm. These new cameras 
provide better coverage of different areas of the parking 
lot and allow Doreen Moore, our parking lot attendant, 
to keep a close eye on the lot. The cameras can tell 
who's coming and going 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. 

The difference between these cameras in 
comparison to the older ones is that they pan over 
more area and some are used for detecting motion. 

Aaron Frank controls one of the cameras however, 
the one over the press box. 

Mr. Frank uses the cameras to see if vandalizing 
is taking place on the field either from other sports 
teams or from the general public. His basic use of the 
camera is to record what goes on in the athletic 
grounds. 

Our other school cameras, however, were unable 
to detect all the details of a crime that occurred on 

the afternoon of December 4th: a senior's car was 
stolen from the student parking lot. 

After reviewing the videotape, Ms. Moore found 
that three males, who were unable to be identified, 
were spotted entering the school around 4:10 p.m. 
at the side entrance near the wrestling room. During 
this time varsity boy's basketball practice was 
taking place. 

After having entered the school, these three 
guys then traveled down the double doors to the 
boys' locker room. 

They took cell phones, keys to homes, money, 
and keys to Doug Charron's car. 

At around 4:20 p.m. the cameras captured one 
of the males leaving in a silver Saturn. The others 
left in a car that was reported to have been Doug 
Charron's. 

Apparently, they had taken his keys and then 
proceeded to drive off with his car. The car was 
found in Beverly Hills Park, where it had reportedly 
run out of gas. 

School administrators and police have had trouble 
identifying the three males, despite the high-tech 
cameras. The problem is that the cameras at our school 
were unable to zoom in close enough to catch the exact 
license plate number of the silver Saturn. The cameras 
were able to get a fuzzy picture of a few of the license 
plate letters, but those pictures were equivalent to what 
cameras at any gas station could take. 

Investigators are working on burning the pictures to 
a compact disc and transporting it on the computer so 
they can then get a closer look at the license plate. 

The car is currently at Bob Adam's towing, where it 
is being examined. They are also fingerprinting the 
steering wheel and other parts of the vehicle to determine 
who committed this crime. 

The administration hopes to be able to install cameras 
outside of the locker room in the future so as to not 
disrupt anyone's privacy on the inside, but to monitor 
who goes in and out of the locker room areas. The costs 
for more cameras are high and must be reviewed and 
taken up with our school board. 

Band trip to NYC a 
success, despite delay 
getting home 
Emily Knoppe 
Staff writer 

On the morning of December 
second, 'Mile the majority of the 
students of Seaholm High school sat 
diligently in their desks waiting patiently 
to begin class, teachers were receiving 
e-mails informing them that the two 
buses full of ninety-four band students 
had been caught in a severe ice storm 
and left to wait, sleeping on the side of 
the road. 

Shortly after second hour, the 
hallways were permeated with rumors 
of the band trip disaster. 

When asked about the ice storm, 
junior, Kyle Otterbein stated, 'There are 
a lot of rumors that we were freezing on 
the side of the road and we were 
miserable, but actually, we found a 
parking lot by a hotel. It wasn't that 
bad because everybody was just 
sleeping anyway." Kyle then went on 
to say that the only alteration he noticed 
was that they got back from the trip later 
then expected. 

So those of you who were looking 
for a disaster, I am sorry to disappoint 
you. There was no disaster on this trip, 
in fact; it was a success! One of the 
students on the trip reported that Mr. 
Charboneau even said, "This is one of 
the most successful trips I've ever taken 
a band on." 

The new skate park provides skateboarders and in-line skaters a 
place to turn their wheels. Photo by Sam Padilla 

Though the group stayed in New 
Jersey, they spent most of their time 
in Manhattan visiting places like Times 
Square, the Empire State Building, 
Ground Zero and the Statue of Liberty, 
to list but a few. 

"I really liked Times Square. All 
the billboards and posters and the lights 
just made it a really happy and exciting 
place," said Corinne Kadjan, a junior. 

Being a band trip, there were some 
musical elements involved. 

The band members were able to 
take advantage of a clinic at Rutgers 
University where, according to eleventh 
grader, Christina Barkel, they learned 
"how to adjust and be flexible, different 
kinds of breathing and how to make 
their music sound more musical." 

The group also performed for an 
assisted living home, which "was very 
rewarding because the people there 
really appreciated our performance," 
said Barkel. 

Despite the possibilities of 
unexpected delays, school trips are a 
good opportunity to learn as well as 
spend time hanging out with friends. 

As Kadjan said, "live it up, there 
are only a few times in your life where 
you can go on an awesome trip and 
spend time with your closest friends." 

Next year the band plans on living 
it up in Hawaii! 

Skate park opens to the c": 
skateboarders, in-line statsi's 
Allison Parks 
News editor 

The City of Birmingham budgeted 
$200,000 for the project, but upon 
completion actual cost was around 
$189,000. The bond issue voted upon 
by Birmingham taxpayers funded the 
project. 

Though the park was designed with 
input from local teens, the architectural 
firm of Fanning/Howey oversaw actual 
construction and architecture. 

The new skate park is open as of 
Wednesday, December 31d and will 
remain open year round, weather 
permitting. Hours are from dawn to 
dusk and there is no cost. 

However, skating is unsupervised, 
and the park's users are encouraged to 
be safe and use caution at all times. 
The skate park at this time is only 
equipped for skateboards and roller 
blades; bikes are not allowed. 

Whoever said that the City of 
Birmingham isn't receptive to ideas from 
teenagers? 

After a battle of disallowing 
rollerblading and skateboarding in 
uptown areas, the city came up with a 
compromise. The City of Birmingham 
created an outdoor skate park for local-
area skateboarders and rollerbladers at 
the Birmingham Ice Arena property (at 
Eton and Lincoln roads). 

The project was first conceived and 
discussed approximately two years ago. 
Actual construction began in February 
of 2003. The creation of the skate park 
was in response to the public requests 
for such a facility. 
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Shattered Glass stars 
Hayden Christensen, 
Peter Sarsgaard, and 
Cloe Sevigny 

It's currently playing at the 
Main Art Theatre in Royal 
Oak. Call 248.263.2111 for 
show times. 
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01 Glass Film about ethits ;n journalism 
severely disappoints 

Also unfortunate victims of a stroke 
were the sound department on the film. 
In one of the first scenes, one that 
should serve to immediately earn the 
audience's interest and expectation, 
Hayden Christensen is eating an apple. 
An apple which sounds like it was being 
consumed by cookie monster it was so 
horribly edited in. In addition it adds to 
the foolishness of Hayden. 

However, one thing that was 
entertaining about the technical aspects 
of the film was Billy Ray's direction. 

The film was so basic it should have 
been sent to film schools. It was so 
desperately and horribly conventional it 
was fun. 

Every dialogue scene was shot with 
two cameras, each of them zooming. 
Not that I need to have a film always be 
revolutionary and radical, but let us not 
forget it is an art medium. It is a medium, 
which should represent innovation and 
act on the dare to be original. 

I was appalled. 
As an avid film enthusiast I generally 

find something I like about most films. 
Regrettably then, I wouldn't call this 

a film—I'd call it a made for TV movie. It 
is films like these that I wish would 
generate a negative box office number. 

The theater should pay you to see 
this film. 

As I watched the film I knew nothing 
of the frame, the lighting, the execution 
of dialogue, I simply loved the story. That 
film was one, which no little boy, much 
less a nation, could deny as an 
immediate and modern classic. 

That film was Star Wars. I was 
enthralled. 

However years later, after Mr. Lucas 
had apparently suffered his stroke and 
severe brain damage, he cast Hayden 
Christensen as Anakin Skywalker. 

That old, senile man cast Hayden 
Christiansen as the future Darth Vader, 
the undeniably awesome symbol of evil 
as cool. The same Hayden Christensen 
who was cast in Love and Betrayal: The 
Mia Farrow Story. 

You can see why my feeling toward 
the pretty boy would be a little biased. 

Although, what can you expect from 
a first time director named Billy Ray? 
He also co-wrote the film, but I was 
astonished to see the first film credit 
that said, "Based upon an article written 
by Buzz Bissinger." 

It was a definitive sign as to why 
the film was atrocious; I could have 
gotten the exact same emotional 
reaction and knowledge from it, had I 
read the three hundred words comprising 
the article as I did watching an hour and 
a half of "film." 

John Burchett 
Graphics editor 

Recently the journalism related 
extracurricular activities from Seaholm 
went on a field trip to the Royal Oak 
Main Art Theater to see the film 
Shattered Glass, about a man who had 
fabricated all his supposedly factual 
articles. 

The trip was supposed to be a 
lesson in the rule of ethics in journalism, 
but turned out to be a lesson in films of 
mediocrity. The film's actors were cast 
as characters, which, strangely, were 
actually different from them as people. 

Interesting. 
My little hope for the film (after 

having seen the theatrical trailer) slightly 
peaked when I heard that Peter 
Sarsgaard of the competent films Dead 
Man Walking and The Salton Sea was 
one of the prominent leads. However, 
he had the supreme misfortune of 
sharing every scene with the main 
character, Stephen Glass, played by 
Hayden Christensen. 

The true dynamic of my hatred for 
Hayden Christiansen is so deep within 
my psyche I cannot begin to unravel the 
psychobabble that might ensue if I was 
to communicate it verbally. However, 
when I was a little boy around the age 
of eight or so I saw a film that I loved. 

Erir. Th 
Staff me.rer 

What do thongs say about 
their wearers? 

One might argue that the 
twelve year-olds bearing a 
leopard-print string are 
dangerously precocious in their 
choices. They need to realize 
that the fashion they wear 
makes a statement about their 
character, and not all people will 
appreciate their choice of 
clothing. 

Others would say that the 
thong-wearer is a person who 
is obviously comfortable in their 
body image. 

The revolutionary world of 
today's fashion allows for 
previously taboo pieces like 
thongs to be proudly exposed 
to society as an everyday piece 
of clothing that is available for 
anyone to wear. 

Of course, what would 
Seaholm's school dress code 
say? Keep your underwear 
under your pants. 

We've ail seen them, 
whether we have wanted to or 
not. They ride on everyone's 
hips, from pre-teens to adults 
and in nearly every walk of life 
imaginable. 

They have been the saving 
grace of clothing lines, and a 
nuisance to their opponents. 

Once a risque accessory 
for cutting-edge models, they're 
now a common sight in school 
hallways around the country. 
You guessed it: thongs. 

Thong underwear was first 
recorded as having been used 
in the year 1945 for male 
models posing at various art 
schools. 

Forty years later, the thong 
burst into the fashion scene as 
an answer to that age-old 
dilemma of underwear showing 
through pants. 

After that, t vas ony a 
matter of time until they 
became a fashion staple when 
thong bikinis and similar 
swimsuits became typical on 
the beach. 

Now they're making thei-
way into the closets and 
dresser drawers of American 
high-school students and pre-
teens. 

But these days, at the 
dawn of the 21st century, it 
seems that the thong has 
become so popular that it often 
demands attention by tackily 
peeking out of drawers. 

Once content to merely 
provide a seamless look to 
pants, it now insists that it be 
seen. 

Echoing the recent fad of 
boys' boxers, thongs are now 
peeping over the waistlines of 
girls of all ages. Even some men 
have taken to regularly wearing 
thongs. 

Need some last minute shop-
ping help? Check out these 
gift ideas: 

Blissla7-2s "Liissgloss Holiday 
Greeting Card" 
$10 at Sephora 
Benefit "Kitten Goes to Paris" 
$24 at Sephora 
Spalding "Infusion Footbair 
$16.99 at Dick's Sporting Goods 

* "Vertie:0 Strir Scarf' 
$19.99 at GAP 

* Bulk cases of gra= 
$20 at Costa:. 
Moosejaw water bott e 
$7 at Moosejaw 
Helen of Troy Professional 
Gold-Plated 176-Watt Flat Iron 
at Sally Beauty stores 

* Starbucks gift card 
Borf_1 2r's gift ceeTcate 
Mobil Gas gift cards 



Da Vinci Code an 
"interesting read" 
Kristen Hansen 
Staff writer 

"A mind-bending code hidden in the works 
of Leonardo DaVinci. A desperate race through 
the cathedrals and castles of Europe. An 
astonishing truth concealed for centuries... 
unveiled at last." —Dan Brown 

The DaVinci Code, by Dan Brown, follows 
the murder of Jacques Sauniere, a curator for 
the Louvre Museum in Paris. Due to the bizarre 
circumstances of Sauniere's murder, a Harvard 
symbologist, Robert Langdon, soon becomes 
involved. French cryptologist Sophie Neveu also 
plays a critical role in the plot line. Sophie, 
seemingly innocent, has more of a connection 
to Sauniere than she lets on. 

Langdon and Neveu are thrown together to 
solve the murder, all the while fleeing from the 
police. The two discover that there was more to 
the murder than meets the eye. To their surprise, 
Sauniere was keeping a secret, one that has 
been kept under wraps for centuries, one that 
ended up costing him his life. 

As the story unfolds Langdon and Neveu turn 
to the works of Leonardo DaVinci, which provide 
some very useful clues. 

This fictional work of Dan Brown uncovers 
conspiracies of the Church, Catholic secret 
societies, as well as ancient orders sent to 
protect a secret that could change the face of 
religion. From the first sentence to the very last, 
this book has captivated readers everywhere. It 
has spent several weeks on the New York Times 
Bestseller list. 

Although it was published in April 2003, this 
novel has not gained recognition until recently. 
It is obviously very well researched, and shines 
a new light on art, literature, and even television 
and movies. It is definitely an interesting read, 
and worth the time. It is a good idea to keep an 
art history book and a mirror handy when reading 
this, they may come in handy. 

This Time, read i the bk and see the film 
Eric Lequesne 
Staff writer 

With all of the movies coming 
out, it is hard to tell which one to 
see. However, if you are a fan of 
action films, consider seeing 
Timeline. 

The writers, Jeff Maguire and 
George Nolfi, did a fantastic job 
with converting Michael Crichton's 
700 page Timeline into a movie 
that is only 2 hours and 9 minutes 
in length. Timeline the book is 
undoubtedly one of the best 
thrillers out there to read. 

The movie couples a great 
story line with amazing special 
effects to create an exciting plot 
and astounding battle scenes. 
However, the acting is not the 

Coffee: a tasty, yet 

running the dig, Robert Doniger (David 
Thewlis) opened up a wormhole 
leading to the 14th century. Johnston 
is now trapped in history, and it's up 
to his students to find a way to get 
him back. 

Michael Crichton follows his 
acclaimed novels with one of his best 
yet, and although this plot may seem 
far-fetched, Crichton explains it in his 
novel, and it is somewhat explained 
in the movie as well. Overall, this 
movie deserves all the praise it 
receives and more. It delivers the 
type of surprising ending and 
adventure this genre of movie should 
have. 

This movie rated PG-13 for 
intense battle sequences and brief 
language. 

accessory to your morning 

best, seeing as it stars Paul 
Walker, star of The Fast and the 
Furious. However, despite the 
mediocre acting, it is the special 
effects and plot that make this 
movie a worthwhile venture. 

In France, professor Edward 
Johnston (Billy Connolly), his son 
(Paul Walker), and a team of 
archaeology students are working 
on the ruins of a 14th century 
castle that contains a chamber 
that's been sealed for hundreds of 
years. Two students, Kate 
(Frances O'Connor) and Andre 
(Gerard Butler) later make a 
startling discovery. They find an 
old bifocal lens and a letter from 
professor Johnston. It turns out 
that the head of the corporation 

fashionable, 
Julianne Valentine 
Feature editor 
Jack Miller 
Managing editor 

Coffee is at an all-time high 
for popularity here in America. 
Starbucks coffee shops are 
becoming more numerous than 
ATMs and they can be fun places 
to go. 

Coffee has been widely 
popularized by the busy executive 
who must have his or her designer 
cup of java in the morning, to the 
point where .flee has become its 
own culture. 

Here at Seaholm's cafeteria 
a cup of coffee, hot chocolate, 
Swiss mocha, or French vanilla 

cappuccino, costs only one dollar. 
At Starbucks, prices are almost 
double or triple that amount for 
something similar. So what 
makes Starbucks so popular? 

It's all about the fashion. A 
groggy morning or a busy lunch 
period trip to that one corner of 
Maple and Lahser can be 
brightened by that white cup with 
the green crest. 

It's not always coffee, however, 
that Seaholm students go for. 
What is lurking inside of that cup 
is usually hot chocolate or another 
juvenile brew. What is ironic is 
that the whole image of getting a 
cup of something at Starbucks is 
supposed to be one that makes 
kids look older, or seem mature. 

Long names such as "non-fat, 
non-whip espresso macchiato" also 
make the whole experience more 
sophisticated sounding. 

But what teens order at 
Starbucks is usually the notorious 
blended crème Frappuchino or hot 
chocolate. Teens enjoy frequenting 
Starbucks because it gives them the 
opportunity to appear orfeel older and 
cooler, but the irony is that the 
beverage they enjoy is really a 
babyish one. 

And let's face it—students go 
there for more than the tasty 
beverages. 

Starbucks-goers enjoy the busy 
environment of the store, warm with 
dark colors on the walls, and with a 
faux fireplace in the center. 

Josh Keliey's cu Lent solo CD i 
simply "Amazing" 
Erica Rogers 
Staff writer 

Most of the songs feature strong 
acoustic guitar sounds, and a solid 
bass track. In "Amazing," Kelley is 
talking to a girl who he's made 
mistakes with in the past. He wants 
to forget those mistakes, and wants 
her to forgive him. He thinks she's 
"Amazing" and wants her to know it. 
Another one of Kelley's songs, 
"Everybody Wants You," is his way 
of reminding himself, as he is 
becoming famous, never to forget 
where he really came from. All of his 
songs are personal, yet easy to relate 
to. 

"For The Ride Home" is sold in 
most CD stores. For more 
information on Josh Kelley, visit 
www.joshkelley.com, 	Or 

www.VH1.com.  

more popularity as huge crowds 
came to see his shows, even 
people coming from other nearby 
states. This summer, Kelley 
toured with the Dave Matthews 
Band, and he recently finished a 
tour with Third Eye Blind. 

Kelley's music is very similar 
to John Mayer's, and he is 
becoming well known. 

Not only does he sing, but also 
he writes all of his music. He has 
a CD out now, called "For The Ride 
Home," with his current hit, 
"Amazing". His CD is truly 
"Amazing", and great for people of 
all ages. Although the songs are 
slower, they're lively, and 
guaranteed to put you in a great 
mood. 

Anyone who likes John Mayer 
will love Josh Kelley. Born in 
Augusta Georgia, Josh Kelley, 23 
years old, definitely has a musical 
talent. Kelley was an art major 
and a golf star at the University of 
Mississippi, 	in 	Oxford, 
Mississippi. 

Kelley received his first guitar 
when he was 11 years old, and 
soon after, he and his brother 
started a group called Inside Blue. 
From Inside Blue, they made a five 
song CD that gained them 
popularity. Although Inside Blue 
did not last, Kelley was able to 
continue his career. When playing 
in Oxford, Kelley gained even 
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restaurants provide great food and atmosphere Loca 
Julianne Valentine 
Feature Editor 

Looking for places to eat that are 
fun, fast and very comfortable? The two 
places that I would recommend are 
Fuddruckers and the newly remodeled 
Sy Thai Café. 

Located on Woodward, near Square 
Lake Road, and right next door to 
Coldstone creamery, is the infamous 
Fuddruckers. I personally have eaten 
here many a time and enjoy the music, 
entertainment, and friendly atmosphere. 

The reason why Fuddruckers is so 
unique is because of how it's run. When 
you first walk in you join an assembly 
line of people (there are no waiters) and 
then saunter up to the counter, order 
your food, and are given a light up pager 
that vibrates when your food is ready. 

There are other Fuddruckers in the 
area however, that have waiters and are 
created in a sit down style; I personally 
love how this Fuddruckers is modeled 
because it reminds me of a fast food 
restaurant (without the numbered 
meals). 

Fuddruckers is famous for their 
burgers because of their exquisite taste. 
With five specialty burgers, this 
restaurant offers a lot of choice for any 
individual customer. Different burgers  

include: Mushroom, South West, The 
Works (bacon, onions and American 
cheese), Triple Cheese and BBQ. 

I love the aura that Fuddruckers 
creates. The only music they play is 
oldies, and the store is filled with sports 
memorabilia 
from the past. It 
has a zesty flavor 
and 	design; 
Fuddrucker's is 
nicely designed 
in reds, yellows 
and greens. The 
restaurant is 
extremely 
amusing and I 
personally am a 
huge fan of their 
arcade games. 

Fuddrucker's 
slogan is: It can't 
be fresher than Fudd's. With a slogan 
like that it's no wonder that this 
restaurant is so popular. 

One of the many reasons why 
Fuddrucker's tastes so good is due to 
the fresh baked bread, and fresh farm 
produce brought in daily. 

A produce bar is also offered, so 
you can personally design any 
hamburger to your own taste and style. 
As stated before, Fuddrucker's is known  

for their hamburgers, with my personal 
favorite being `The Works." 

Fuddrucker's doesn't just have 
burgers though. They have combo 
meals, which include salads, chicken 
strips and much more. I absolutely love 

their dessert 
counter which 
includes: Stroh's 
ice 	cream, 
sundaes, 
brownies, 
cookies and 
many 	other 
desserts which 
will make your 
heart melt. Out of 
all 	of 	the 
desserts I adore 
their 	Oreo 
shake. 

I 	would 
recommend going to Fuddrucker's and 
I also suggest looking for the new one 
that will be opening soon in Royal Oak. 

My other favorite restaurant in the 
area is the newly remodeled Sy Thai 
Café. Located on Hamilton Row in 
Birmingham, this Thai restaurant takes 
down all other competition. It has been 
around for about ten years and just 
reopened it's doors in September after 
renovation. I am very impressed with  

their newly designed store and its 
unique look. 

After the stores complete 
renovation, younger crowds and family 
have been drawn in as opposed to the 
older crowds it once attracted. Prior to 
its renovation, it was very plain and had 
an unwelcome feeling. The restaurant 
is now designed in earth tones and gives 
diners a cozy feeling. 

This restaurant offers carry out and 
dine in and is open until 10 or 11 p.m. 
Monday through Sunday (7 days a 
week!). My favorite dish, which is 
number one on the menu, is their Pad 
Thai. The Pad Thai includes: stir fried 
noodles with bean sprouts, ground 
peanuts, green onion and egg and can 
make any mouth water. 

The second most popular out of their 
traditional entrees, which I eat all the 
time, is the Pad Pak. This includes 
broccoli, zucchini, baby corn, peapods, 
carrot, cabbage and water chestnuts in 
brown sauce. If you're trying to stay 
away from the carbohydrates, I would 
suggest either eating the Pad Pak or 
the Gang Gai, which are very much a 
delicacy at the restaurant. 

If you do anything in your life, I 
would suggest eating at Fuddrucker's 
and Sy Thai; just uttering their names 
makes me both happy and hungry. 
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Seaholm's varsity basketball team, including Nick 
Vukasovich and Will Haines, above,played tough 
against Notre Dame, but eventually lost the game. 

Varsity Club provides servi 
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Jenna Weeks 
Sports editor 

Formerly known as AIM 
(Athletes in Motion), the new 
Varsity Club strives for the 
same goals, which are to 
provide for the community of 
athletes at Seaholm as well as 
sewing the general Birmingham 
community. 

Overall Varsity Club is 
about providing Seaholm sports 
with services that the school 
does not offer. For example, 
when the wrestling match took 
place December Th, Varsity 
Club enlisted a number of 
students to help carry out the 
mats so that our wrestlers 
could save their energy for the 
match. 

People who wish to be a 
member of Varsity Club must 
meet the requirements of having  

a varsity letter, or be a current 
member of a varsity team trying 
to attain their letter. 

There are many 
opportunities, however, for 
those who don't have a varsity 
letter, and yet wish to 
participate within Varsity Club. 

Even if a student does not 
play a varsity sport, he or she 
can earn community service 
credit through participating in 
certain activities that the Varsity 
Club sponsors. 

The Varsity Club does not 
limit its community service to 
the Seaholm community. On 
December 18111, they traveled to 
Whitmar Elementary in Pontiac 
to participate in a program 
called "Celebrate Sports, 
Celebrate Life." 

Through this program, 22 
Seaholm athletes held sports  

clinics for 60 underprivileged 
fourth and fifth graders. To help 
sponsor the event, Subway 
provided lunch and the Varsity 
Shop donated presents to give 
to elementary school students. 

In January, Varsity Club will 
begin their first official Spirit 
Week for winter sports that 
involves the entire school; the 
week will end with a dance on 
that Friday (date not available 
at press time) following the 
varsity basketball game. 

In the future, Varsity Club 
hopes to offer seminars about 
recruiting and conferences 
concerning leadership in 
sports. 

For more information 
contact Ms. Moten in G102, 
Lauren Began or Alex Zikakis. 

Members of Seaholm's new Varsity Club help roll out the mats 
at a December wrestling match. Students may earn community 
service credit through participation in this club. 

Sarah Wegene:.  
Staff writer 

Seaholm's three basketball 
teams are working hard to prepare 
for the upcoming season. Each 
team has five grueling practices a 
week during which they spend 
time conditioning, working on 
skills, and creating plays. Once 
their season picks up, they will be 
spending their Saturday mornings 
watching videos of the games. 

Freshman Scott Feldmaier 
admits that, "Practices take a lot 
of time, but its a lot of fun to play 
the game, so it's worth it." 
Feldmaier is one of fifteen 
freshmen out of the 32 who tried 
out that made the freshman team 
coached by Coach Hassler. 

Last year the freshman team 
struggled through their season, but 
that doesn't dampen the hopes of 
sophomore Cooper Howell who 
says that he's "really looking 
forward to a better season than 
last year's; we barely had any 
wins." 

The junior 
varsity team's 
prospect for a 
better season is 
promising. 

Sophomore 
Bobby 	Wells 
explains, 	"It's 
pretty much the 
same team as the 
freshman team 
from last year, so 
we've all played 
together before, 
and now we know 
how to play well 
with one another." 

This year's 
varsity team has a 
lot to live up to after 
last year's stellar 
performance and 
line up. Senior Will Haines seems 
confident in the teams ability, 
because, "we've got a lot of 
returning seniors and the team has 
'The Eye of the Tiger,' so I think 
we're going to have a really 
successful season." 

The teams kicked off their 
seasons on Wednesday December, 
8 against Notre Dame Prep. Though 
Seaholm played a strong game, 
Notre Dame Prep prevailed and both 
the junior varsity and varsity teams 
were defeated. 

Undefeated Bulldogs 
dominate the ice 
Sarah Wegener 
Staff writer 

The Birmingham Unified team combines 
the efforts of students from Seaholm and Groves 
as they take to the ice. 

The hockey season started back in 
November, so the Varsity team has already 
played six games, and has a great record 
shaping up so far with five wins and one tie. 

This blow doesn't dishearten senior Tom 
Popescu, however, he says he's, "...really 
excited for this season. We have a lot of talent 
and should have a pretty good season." 

Khortnal Delvecchio has this to say about 
the season, "I believe this year we are more 
prepared and experienced. Our new additions 
have helped fuel a 'high power' offensive and a 
smart defense, which makes us strong 
competition for any team we play this year. We 
expect to go for it this season and are all excited 
to see how it plays out." 

The JV team hockey team is undefeated 
as well as Varsity. Many players who were on 
JV last year were not moved up to Varsity, but 
as freshman Alex Solomon says, "It gives the 
team a lot of depth." 

This year, the Bulldogs are going the extra 
mile and holding a canned food drive to benefit 
City Mission, an organization that helps to meet 
the needs of children and families in the 
Brightmoor community through mentoring and 
outreach programs. Canned food was collected 
at the home games on December 6th  and 
December 13th. 

ketba I seaon in full swing 
Freshman, J. V. and varsity teams putting forth full effort 
to live up to high standards 
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