
Altere Thursday sc. dule an adjustment for a I 
Lisa Lombardi 
Staff writer 

At 8:30 a.m. on a Thursday 
morning, a good portion of the school is 
still at home in bed. Even though many 
students are happy to catch some extra 
sleep before being subjected to another 
exhausting day of school, others are 
upstet, knowing that to attempt at 
getting help on a Thursday morning is, 
well, pointless. 

The beginning of this school year 
marked a change in the traditional block 
scheduling of years past at Seaholm, 
with adjustments made to class length, 
start time, and S&T block on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Instead of classes being 
an excruciating length of 100 minutes, 
10 minutes have been trimmed off of 
each class to give it a length equal to 
its Wednesday counterpart. But 

Jenna Weeks 
Sports editor 

Is downloading music illegal? Since 
the shutdown of the popular music file-
sharing program, Napster, the question 
has been in serious debate. For those 
of you who love downloading songs, I 
regret to inform you that the end may 
be near. The RIAA (Recording Industry 
Association of America) has won 
approval by the U.S. court to subpoena 
individuals who illegally distribute or 
share music files. 

Many of the world's major record 
labels have been sending out subpoenas 
to Internet service providers demanding 
the names of those who are sharing 
copyrighted music and movies over the 
Internet. 

Don't freak yet. In early August 2003 
the RIAA said it will not go after small 
violators when it sues people who 
illegally share songs on the Internet. The 
RIAA would not define how many files 
you need to have in order to be  

perhaps the most noted change of all is 
the adjustment made to the student-
teacher time on Thursday mornings. 

While the majority of the students 
approve of the later 9:05 start time on 
these block days, not all can say the 
same for the shortened S&T. By now it 
is common knowledge that if you enter 
a teacher's room during this S&T, there 
is a good chance you'll find it looking 
something akin to the sidewalk in front 
of Tower Records on a Saturday night—
only without all the 7th graders. These 
swarms of students are all desperately 
attempting to get the individual help that 
the S&T block was specifically designed 
for. However, with the help time being 
shortened to a mere half hour, several 
are finding it difficult to get the 
assistance they seek. Junior Adrienne 
Chan adds, "I wish we had the option of 

considered a "small violator," but rest 
assured the RIAA does not want anyone 
to think that a little activity is tolerable. 

You may have heard threats of 
major fines, or even possible jail time, 
but do they exist? It depends. Last year 
a group of college students were caught 
illegally distributing more than ten 
thousand songs. The RIAA settles these 
types of cases for $12,500-$17,000 
each. U.S copyright laws allow for 
damages of $50-$150,000 for each song 
offered illegally on a person's computer, 
but the RIAA has said it will offer 
congressional hearings. 

So the threats are real, but are they 
working? Nielsen NetRatings says the 
use of file-sharing applications such as 
Morpheus, Kazaa, and Limewire has 
dropped 15% since the end of June, 
when the RIAA issued its first legal 
threat. 

How will the RIAA know if you are 
the one sharing music? What if you just 
uploaded it onto your computer from the 
CD you bought? Well the RIAA has 
worked its way around that one and has  

having the full Thursday morning 
available as well." 

The cause of the later time lies in 
the newly added morning staff "team" 
meetings, which are an hour long. These 
additional planning times allow teachers 
of the same course or subject to meet 
together and coordinate the material 
being presented to their classes. It also 
gives the teachers extra time to 
compare teaching techniques, 
information, and coordinate general 
planning. 

Kyle Hall, head of the English 
department, says the meetings are "a 
practical and efficient use of teacher 
time" and feels that the school should 
continue using it. 

However, she mentions there is one 
drawback: Not being able to be there 
for students. 

disclosed a few technical tricks they 
have up their sleeves. 

In each music file there are digital 
fingerprints called "hashes," that can 
identify MP3 files that have been traded 
on many file-sharing services. 

Another method is a "metadata" 
tag. They are hidden snippets of 
information embedded within many MP3 
files, that show how many people have 
recorded that file, or if it had been 
downloaded from a pirate web site. The 
FBI commonly uses both of these 
techniques. 

Interestingly enough there are some 
songs that are more likely to get you in 
trouble than others, though the RIAA 
won't say why. In a report from TIME 
magazine, the following artists were 
found in at least 1,000 subpoenas issued 
so far: Avril Lavigne, The Eagles, Busta 
Rhymes, Michael Jackson, Marvin 
Gaye, and Faith Hill. 

And here's a warning to Seaholm 
students: You are more likely to get 
caught if you trade music on Seaholm's 
computer network. 

If you're like me you can't live 
without music, nor can you afford to pay 
for a CD that has only two or three songs 
on it that you actually like, there are 
some places where you can buy 
individual songs legally. 

If you have a Macintosh computer 
you can use iTunes. As they put it: "It's 

This schedule revision can help 
teachers, but does it help students? 

Yes, in a way. By giving them this 
time, teachers are able to make sure 
that students are being exposed to the 
same information, no matter what 
teacher they happen to have in that 
subject. Though teachers' instructional 
styles will always vary, all classes will 
have been exposed to the same facts, 
and one class won't have advantage over 
the other. Also, the faculty may 
eventually incorporate software to help 
grade the shared finals so teachers are 
able to see how students do on 
questions about common concepts; 
this team planning time will allow 
teachers to review the results. 

The change in S&T schedule is a 
lot like brussels sprouts: we may not 
like them, but they're good for us. 

easy, it's fair, and it's legal." iTunes has 
an impressive library with over 200,000 
songs at $0.99 a pop, all of which have 
high quality sound. Though, 200,000 
songs isn't much compared to Kazaa's 
millions of files. 

Another option is buymusic.com. 
This site has a fairly good library of 
music but the downfall is that in some 
cases you have to buy the whole album 
instead of buying a few songs. Album 
prices range from $6.00-$20.00, and if 
you lucky enough to find the song you 
want price per song ranges from $0.79-
$2.00. 

Downloading music: is it ethical? 

Download this and 
face the music. 
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"The popular belief out there, the 
conventional wisdom, is that homework 
is rising and becoming onerous. It's just 
simply not true," says Tom Loveless, 
the director of the Brown Center on 
Education Policy at The Brookings 
Institution. 

No student at Seaholm would ask 
why his last name is Loveless. 

In a recently published Brookings 
study, reliable sources including the 
Education Department, various 
international surveys, and research from 
the University of Michigan and the 
University of California Los Angeles 
claim that students across the country 
are receiving less than one hour of 
homework per night. 

This study suggests that stories 
about overloaded students lugging home 
heavy backpacks are "the exception 
rather than the norm." 

This study also argues that the 
number of students ages 9, 13, and 17 
assigned more than one hour of 
homework a night had been dropping 
since 1984 and that only one in ten 

students does a substantial amount of 
homework. 

This is not the case at Seaholm. At 
the Highlander, we feel that on most 
nights, students here are assigned and 
complete substantially more than one 
hour of homework. 

Many students have more than a 
few personal horror stories about staying 
up later than one in the morning 
studying for tests, finishing up labs, or 
writing and revising essays (or, in some 
cases, all three at once), then waking 
up at four or five in the morning to do 
some math problems. 

One must also take into 
consideration reading assignments for 
English classes. 

English teachers expect their 
students to read an average one half 
hour per night of reading if a book has 
been assigned to the class to be read 
for homework. 

The "rule of thumb" in the education 
system is that students should get 10 
minutes of homework per grade per 
night. 

This means that freshmen should 
have 90 minutes of homework, 
sophomores should have 100 minutes, 
juniors should have 110 minutes, and 
seniors should have 120 minutes, or two 
hours. 

According to a survey taken by 
more than 100 Seaholm students, about 
half of the students surveyed did more 
than two hours of homework each night. 

The same survey showed that an 
astounding majority of students 
complete more than one hour of 
homework and 7% of those surveyed 
even spend five or more hours on their 
homework. 

Almost all are assigned even more 
hours of homework than they actually 
complete. 

The discrepancy between the 
amount of homework assigned and the 
amount of homework actually completed 
may be due to the fact that some have 
time in academic lab to work on 
homework they don't finish at home. 

It isn't uncommon for some 
students to feel overwhelmed by their 

schoolwork not just once in a while, but 
each and every week. 

Overwhelmed students are clearly 
not "the exception" at Seaholm, and "the 
norm" is certainly not students relaxing 
and going out with friends every day after 
school then returning home to do a few 
minutes worth of homework before going 
to bed. For some, homework can 
become so time consuming that it 
affects other student activities like 
sports or music. 

It can even go so far as to affect 
students' sleep habits or deprive them 
of time with their family. 

Regardless of what some experts 
may say, students at Seaholm are being 
overwhelmed by their homework. 

Students here put their time and 
effort into their homework. Sometimes 
they sacrifice their free time in order to 
complete it. 

Homework isn't something most 
students take lightly — and it certainly 
isn't something they spend less than 
one hour on, at least not the majority of 
them. 

• 

"Homework!? 	 "I don't know.... 
have homework 	 don't do much o 

"I do not ap-
prove.... at all." 

-Ian Cobb 2006 

"Math assign(s) 
Liomework every 
night. Nobody else 
is that [arrogant]." 
-Joe Cubera 200E 

"I have too muc - 
but I'm a fresh-
man." 
-Hasti A 
2007 

'What are your thoughts on homework 

? 

-Carolyn Klein 
2005 

it." 
-Drew Parfitt 
2004 

"I love it. 
24/7." 

w Ruby 2007 

do it 

"It makes good 
.:oilet paper." 

=Abena Afri 
2007 

Fisnie Group 

"I hateit."   

SHS s‘Jclen s do more than the r shc,re of homework 
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Five Seaholm students received recognition 
for their success on the PSAT. 
Seated from left to right, the winners include: 
Hattie Stroud, award of commendation; Melissa 
Kunimatsu, award of commendation; Anne 
Cubera, semi-finalist; Tyler Price, award of 
commendation; and Garo Hoplamazian, award 
of commendation. 

2 of 3 BPS bui,. issues pass; Seaholrn 
new gym and pcol facilities as a result 

o en Oy 

Marissa Dangovian 
Staff writer 

department to comply more 
easily with new regulations the 
MHSAA could put into place. 
The new rules may change 
some sports seasons, putting 
girls' and boys' sports that have 
formerly been in separate 
seasons into the same season. 

Other projects that will be 
taking place as a result of the 
election will include changes to 
the parking lot. 

The old pool space will also 
be completely renovated, which 
will most likely become a 
fitness and weight room area. 

to start soon, working with the 
architects and planners to map 
out the projects. 

Also, an eight-lane 
swimming pool will be added to 
both Groves and Seaholm. The 
deep end in the new pools will 
now be sufficient for water polo 
and diving. 

According to Mr. Frank, 
'We will be having some difficult 
months." With all of the 
construction we will have to 
adjust sports practices and 
games. 

The new facilities, however, 
will allow Seaholm's athletic 

four elementary schools, 
Beverly, Greenfield, Harlan and 
Pembroke. 

The other elementary 
schools and middle schools will 
go under extensive renovations, 
including adding air conditioning 
to each building, a luxury 
Seaholm has enjoyed since the 
completion of its renovation 
three years ago. 

The second bond will be 
used to renovate the gym at 
Groves and build a new gym 
here at Seaholm. It will be a 3-
court basketball gym, similar to 
Groves or Troy. Seaholm plans 

The third issue, lost by 96 
votes, was a proposal to create 
a fund for major capital repairs. 
Mr. Piper believes that the 
reason that the bond did not 
pass was because "It was the 
hardest to understand." 

But nevertheless, everyone 
is very excited. Piper says that 
the election was a 'terrific team 
effort by staff members and 
parents and students." 

But how does this election 
directly affect the lives of 
Seaholm students? 

With the first bond, 
Birmingham plans to replace 

On Tuesday, September 
30th, our principal came on the 
p.a. system and reminded us 
all to tell our parents to vote for 
the bond election. But many 
students were left sitting in their 
desks wondering what he was 
talking about! 

That Tuesday, Birmingham 
residents were asked to vote for 
three bond issues to upgrade 
elementary and middle schools 
and the athletic facilities. Two 
of the three bond issues were 
passed. 

ncreaFed enrollment crowds hallways 
Courtney Butler 
Business editor 

While walking through the halls, you may 
have noticed some stairwells and hallways are 
a tad more crowded than you remembered. Or 
as a returning junior, you might have been 
confused when you saw sophomores and even 
freshmen that have lockers upstairs. 

This year, the enrollment at Seaholm is much 
larger than what is has been in the past. Last 
year, Seaholm had a student body of 1040 
students. This year however, that number has 
increased to 1145. While this may not seem 
like a huge difference, 100 students is quite a 
lot. This-increase is apparent in the halls, 
cafeteria, and in many cases, the class size. 
This year, more classes than before have 
increased to sizes of 26 to 30 students. 

The freshman class composes most of this 
new group of students. Last year, Seaholm 
graduated a class of 220 students and this year 
has a senior class of 260 students. This year's 
freshman class, what Mr. Piper is calling the 
"bubble," consists of 335 students. This class 

is larger than normal and bigger than any class 
Seaholm has seen in a long time. 

Because this year's freshman class is so 
large, one might assume that for the next couple 
of years the freshman classes will be about the 
same size as this one. However, when 
contacting Derby Elementary School, it was 
interesting to learn that after this year Seaholm 
is expected to receive classes of 270, 260, and 
then 230 students, which are numbers Seaholm 
is more used to seeing. 

Seeing 35 more students walk down the hall 
might not seem like a monumental change but 
it can make a big differences in many high 
school activities. For the past few years, 
Seaholm has jumped between participating in 
class A and class B sports and activities, a 
distinction determined by the number of students 
in a school, missing the cut by only a few people. 
Having this big of a class ensures that this year 
Seaholm qualifies as a class A high school. For 
some activities, this is an important change. 
With this change brings new competition for 
some sports teams and a challenge for the 
teams and coaches. 

U-L., changes admissions policy; SHS students fee the pressure 
Courtney Butler 
Business editor 

In the counseling office, college 
applications and planning seems to be 
much more stressful this year than past 
years. Mrs. Farrar commented that 
seniors this year interested in applying 
to U-M did not even get application 
information until 2 weeks into the school 
year. Usually seniors had the summer 
to work on the essays but this year's 
seniors are pressed for time. 

It is tough to say how this new 
policy will affect Seaholm's applicants. 
Last year, 86 students applied to U of 
M, 34 were differed and 52 were 
accepted. 

This year, far fewer applications have 
been turned in. Mrs. Farrar guesses that 
the hold up is due to the essays. 

essay consists of anything further the 
applicant wants the university to know. 

Other information that is required is 
family financial information, counselor 
recommendation, and teacher 
recommendation. 

In the past, qualifications for 
acceptance to the U-M included having 
a 3.8 unweighted GPA and a 27 or 28 
on the ACT. With the new policy, having 
these good scores may not guarantee 
admission. 

With extensive review of the 
applicant, U-M may find reasons that a 
particular student with a 3.5 and a 25 
should be accepted. Furthermore, the 
student with a 3.8 is no longer as 
guaranteed as in the past. 

consideration but grades and test scores 
are more emphasized. 

The feeling of the courts and U-M 
admissions board is that with this new 
policy, the university will be able to 
better review each applicant strictly 
according to their qualifications. 

The biggest change with the new 
policy is the addition of four essays, 
three required, one optional. 

Two of the three required are 250 
word essays, one of which asks the 
applicant to describe how the applicant 
has contributed to or been affected by 
diversity. The other essay discusses 
the applicant's chosen field of study. The 
third essay is 500 words and there is a 
list of suggested topics. The optional 

This year is the first year of the new 
and improved University of Michigan 
admissions policy. Over the summer 
there were a series of hearings and trials 
concerning U-M's application "point 
system." 

When an application was sent to 
U-M, it was reviewed and points were 
given for different aspects such as race, 
financial status, and location of high 
school education. With all the 
affirmative action revolts and complaints, 
the final hearing ruled the point system 
unconstitutional. 

This new policy, however, does not 
completely disregard race. It is still a 
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casual fashion ns and outs o 
Julianne Valentine 
Feature editor 
Jack Miner 
Managing editor 

With our age group, the in and out styles have 
migrateetIhroughout our lives. If you ask any parent, 
you will find out that style is never created new, it 
is just recycled. Platform shoes and bellbottoms, 
products of the 70's were in about three years ago. 
But now, like Seaholm's 2003 homecoming theme, 
the 80's have struck back. 

Hanging out at the corner of Pierce and Maple, 
you can find Frankie Caruso lounging in crazy 
cocktail scrubs or fashionable denim: a stylish, 
gutsy guy. Frankie is the owner of three stores 
downtown: Caruso Caruso, It's the Ritz and Frankie 
& Debbies. Being in the business for more than 20 
years, he knows his stuff. Manufacturers are 
constantly coming to him asking him to sell their 
merchandise. Some he must reject, others he sees 
as the next big thing. 

We recently interviewed Frankie about casual 
fashion. Since his forte is jeans, he told us mostly 
about the changes in the jean market. The biggest 
thing he noted was that the 80's are coming back: 
jeans are now high-rise, as opposed to the low-rise 
fashion of years past. Washes are lighter and 
pockets and zippers (everywhere) are popular. For 
girls, Seven for all Mankind and Jerome Dahan's 
new line of jeans, Citizens of Humanity, are in. AG 
(Adriano Goldschmeidt) jeans are also going to be 
big for women and men. Miss 60 is going to remain 
a staple of the denim diet. For guys, Seven for all 
Mankind jeans and Diesel will remain the hot style. 

There are a lot of people around that don't know 
how to dress. Frankie's fashion pet peeve is jeans 

that are too short. "We want to be 80's, but not 
that 80's," jokes Caruso. Stretchy fits are great for 
both guys and girls. It has to be all about comfort. 
Denim can go anywhere nowadays: to work, to 
school, to gatherings, and to many other 
occasions. 

Denim prices at Caruso Caruso range from $56 
(Mavi) to $190 (Paper Denim & Cloth) and prices at 
Frankie & Debbie's range from $48 on up. Although 
those prices may sound steep for some, a pair of 
jeans can be a lasting investment. Frankie Caruso 
and his staff won't let anyone who doesn't look 
good in a pair of jeans buy them (without a fight). 

However, following trends and buying the most 
expensive clothes does not make one the best 
dresser. Being a good dresser is all about being 
creative and being able to pull different clothes off. 
Never doubt your taste in clothes: sometimes some 
combination of clothes that may sound weird could 
really look cool. The way you dress says 
something about your own personality. Dress like 
you're famous: you can be (around Seaholm). After 
all, any Seaholm student can be a slave to North 
Face and Seven jeans. Wearing colorful, different 
clothes can make you more approachable. Finding 
something that is cool at Salvation Army or any 
other thrift shop can draw more compliments than 
a $150+ pair of pants. 

Looking good, following trends, and making 
your own trends can be a part of one's personal 
satisfaction. 

However, finding nice clothes is also an 
important piece of looking good. Whether you shop 
at the trilogy of Caruso's stores, Somerset, or 
Loehmann's, finding what fits you best is the most 
important part of how you are reflected. Have fun 
and keep on looking good. 

Allison Parks 
News editor 
Christina Bark& 
Staff writer 

You could grieve endlessly for the loss of time and for 
the damage done therein. For the dead, and for your own 
lost self. But what the wisdom of the ages says is that we 
do well not to grieve on and on. And those old ones knew a 
thing or two and had some truth to tell, Inman said, for you 
can grieve your heart out and in the end you are still where 
you were. All your grief hasn't changed a thing. What you 
have lost will not be returned to you. It will always be lost. 
You're left with only your scars to mark the void. All you can 
choose to do is go on or not. But if you go on, it's knowing 
you carry your scars with you. Cold Mountain 

It is the belief of many high school students that classic 
literature is boring, difficult to read, and time-consuming. 
These things may be true in the case of some books, but 
readers will find Cold Mountain, by Charles Frazier, to be 
the complete opposite of the stereotypical "school book." 

It is my belief, as a lover of books and of historical 
literature, that this novel is one of the closest pieces of 
classic fiction that a writer can come to today. Cold Mountain 
is filled with memorable characters, unattainable goals, and 
the search for home in a setting where such a quest is 
seemingly fruitless. 

This novel is based on one man's wanderings in the 
Appalachian Mountains after he fought in the Civil War for 
several years. Inman, the novel's protagonist, left the 
woman he loved, Ada, to go and support the Confederate 
states' effort against the Union. He is badly injured in one 
of the battles and sent to a war hospital, then escapes to 
start his journey back to Ada. Inman's journey is 
considerably difficult. He encounters various bandits and 
members of the homeguard, risking his life on a daily basis. 
While Inman journeys home, Ada is on her father's farm, 
struggling to support herself. Brought up as a debutante in 
Charleston, she has had little experience managing a 
farm. Through most of the novel, she works to make a living 
and an adequate home for herself, learning more about life 
and herself than she has ever learned before. 

The most striking characteristic of this book is the 
interweaving of these two essentially unlike stories. Frazier 
entwines these two narratives without making it difficult for 
the reader to follow or understand. The novel is episodic, 
with alternating chapters for each story. 

Frazier's use of description gives the novel a very life-
like feel. Every character, every setting, is described to the 
most minute detail, so much so that the reader begins to 
get the feel that he or she knows each character and setting 
on a personal level. 

The plot line itself is absolutely amazing. There are so 
many different things going on and so many new characters 
being introduced all at once that it is practica::y impossible 
to become bored. Frazier's gift is how he does a;; of this so 
seamlessly that the book flows without becoming uneven 
or choppy. 

The ending is bittersweet, painful, and poignant. While 
it doesn't offer the reader comfort and satisfaction, it does 
extend the invitation for us to come to our own conclusions 
and bring about our own closure. Many find the end of 
Inman's story quite disappointing, though others find it to 
be an acceptable reflection of what real life is really like. 

Cold Mountain is a true modern American novel. It is 
an odyssey through time. 



of the Fr days: What to d 
Jack Miller 
Managing editor 

Mobs of minors. Swarms of 
students. Jams of juveniles. Unions of 
youth. Tons of teenagers. These 
phrases accurately describe Uptown (or 
Downtown, what have you) Birmingham 
on any given Friday, Saturday, or 
summer night. I believe we as 
Birmingham-area residents have gotten 
bored with the whole situation and have 
decided to avoid irmingham at all 
costs. 

At least I know I do. Uptown 
Birmingham is the place where my 
friends and I have spent a lot of time 
eating at Max and Erma's and standing 
around doing nothing. . . perhaps 
pretending to drink Java Hutt coffee. I, 
for one, am sick of just "hanging around" 
Birmingham like everyone else. There's 
nothing to do and its gotten too cliché 
for Seaholm students to spend their time 
uptown. Sure, you can go see a movie. 
Sure, you can grab something to eat. 
Sure, you can drink some coffee. But 
other than that, what is there to do? 
Nothing. 

A recent article from the Birmingham 
Observer & Eccentric said that from 
5,000-7,000 out-of-towners come to 
Birmingham every night. Junior Jesse 

drag is always a cool place to go and 
get a laugh out of books. 

Stranded with nowhere to go and 
nobody brave enough to make a 
decision on what to do, a game 
frequently played in my circle of friends 
is the right-left-skip game. At a starting 
point, get a piece of paper and a pen. 
Write down the following words in any 
order, making sure you repeat words 
until you have about 15 or 20 directions 
(depending on how far you want to go). 
Simply yell out each direction to the 
driver at every intersection with a traffic 
signal. At the end of the directions, keep 
on driving until you find something that 
looks like fun to do or you find some 
place to eat. Caution: you will always 
end up in a random location, but you'll 
most likely have fun. 

Junior Kyle Astrien suggests 
competitive, easy, fun sporting events 
on her weekend nights. "Putt-putt golf 
is a lot of fun to play with a bunch of 
people. And it doesn't matter how good 
you are, it just matters that you have 
fun." With winter approaching, putt-putt 
golf is no longer a viable option. 
Sophomore Isabel Nelson says, "If I had 
my license, my friends and I would go 
bowling every night. That sounds like a 
lot of fun." 

Einstein said, "you can't walk around in 
your own town anymore without 
squeezing through thousands of 
people." Uptown Birmingham is no 
longer the quiet place it used to be on a 
Friday or Saturday night. 

Deciding to leave Birmingham at 
night to those who do not pass through 
the intersection of Maple and Old 
Woodward every day is not so easy. To 
decide not to patronize Birmingham 
forces us to find alternative weekend 
outings. Going to people's houses and 
going to parties are always staples of 
the teenage weekend. But what do you 
do when it seems that just nothing is 
going on? 

There's always downtown Royal 
Oak. Four miles south on Woodward 
and you wind up in what seems to be a 
totally different place, filled with culture 
and diversity. However, if you are trying 
to escape the crowds, downtown Royal 
Oak is not the place to go. Downtown 
Royal Oak is just as crowded, only 
fewer teenagers and more people with 
piercings, tattoos, and leather jackets. 
If you don't mind the crowds, there are 
quite a few interesting places to eat and 
go drink coffee afterwards. There are 
always interesting people to meet. 
Barnes and Noble at the end of the main 

The license issue can be a problem. 
Most underclassmen are stuck (for the 
time being) in Uptown Birmingham, 
which is a relatively close and easy 
place to be dropped off at. Junior Andrea 
D'Agostino remarks, "Birmingham can 
be what you make of it, especially if 
that's the only place you can go." 
D'Agostino spends most of her time 
patronizing Java Hutt Café in Uptown 
Birmingham. "I like to talk to random 
people and just relax with my friends, 
and strangers we get to know." 

Junior Lisa Choinard recommends 
a very different way to find fun on a 
weekend night: "Pick up a copy of the 
Detroit Free Press and look in the Arts 
and Leisure section where they have 
listings for all the local theatre. There 
are some really cool improv shows and 
community theatre going on around 
Detroit." Seasonal events, such as Arts 
Beats & Eats in Pontiac and the 
Michigan State Fair are also really cool 
activities. 

Your Friday and Saturday nights are 
what you make of them. They will only 
be as fun as the people that are with 
you. Take different people with you: 
don't always stick to the same group of 
people. Have fun, be safe, and do 
something different for a change. 

One "videomaker's 
perspective and ramble 

Movie Review:  

Intolerable pleasure 
John Burchett 
Graphics editor 

In 	truth, 	and 
unknowingly, the Film Club, 
whilst being formed to 
highlight art, will eventually 
result in its prohibition. (Also, 
may I point out, that the 
name of the club is also 
wrong, it should be the Video 
Club. No one shoots with film 
at this school.) Truthfully, 
there are two kinds of 
videomakers at Seaholm. 
There are those who make 
videos that are reinforced 
with the knowledge, and 
assembled talent to make a 
truly 	noticeable, 
professional, and intentional 
film and there are those who 
simply pick up a camera tilt 
it side-ways, make "cool" 
dissolves, and call it 
"revolutionary filmmaking". 

Being a junior, whose 
life is partially taken up by 
the creation of videos, I have 
observed that I know no one 
else who also shares this 

My whole life I have loved 
cinema. It has been one of 
my only passions. To this 
day it remains so, and I now 
endeavor to make my own. 
However, it is an ever-
constant struggle that I go 
through to resist the urge of 
being "influenced" by 
someone's 	work. 
Sometimes I even must 
strike out the subconscious 
when halfway through editing 
I realize that I am looking at 
a cheap form of Ridley 
Scott, or the I.ghting of 
Malluk. Making fi ms/videos 
is one of the most 
enlightening, wonderful, 
personal, and independent 
struggles that I have ever, 
and will ever go through. This 
is one of the reasons I 
disagree with the formation 
of a film club at Seaholm. 

same passion. For this I am 
thankful that I cannot 
duplicate or be duplicated. 
Here in lies the basis of my 
opinion. The creation of a 
video is a personal, 
independent, and even 
(excuse the avante garde) 
ethereal process. It should 
be made alone or not at all. 

You should discover that 
still frame yourself, so pans, 
push-ins, and all the vast 
arrays of intercomplex 
movements, which comprise 
a camera's movement, can 
be built on it. If it is handed 
to you on a silver platter by 
someone of a lesser, but 
more progressed talent, then 
your final destination will be 
skateboarding videos. Art 
should remain independent 
at such an early stage; it 
should remain sacred and 
uninfluenced. If you are a 
young videomaker, ingenuity 
is solitude. 

John Burchett 
Graphics editor 

Any long time fans of the 
Coen brothers, the "Two Headed 
Directors," may have been highly 
disappointed 	at 	the 
announcement of Intolerable 
Cruelty, the recent George 
Clooney and Catherine Zeta-
Jones driven comedy. A comedy, 
which in fact is highly stylized 
and intelligent. Even I, a long time 
fan of the Coens from Blood 
Simple to The Man Who Wasn't 
There, two of my favorite films, 
shocked me with their use of a 
third writer to their normal duo, 
which might have been 
devastating to their cunning 
dialogue. 

However, Intolerable Cruelty 
has provided a surprisingly 
effective and entertaining fusion 
of commercial filmmaking with 
the poignant subtilties of the art 
house in the recent past. With 
either mediocre comedies, like 
the recent Duplex or the recent 
intellectual masturbation of 
Quentin Tarrantino's Kill Bill, 

Cruelty provides an intelligent 
aura to fall films. 

George Clooney plays a 
deranged, mangled version of his 
Ulysses Everett McGill from the 
Coen's other recent work, 0 
Brother, Where Art Thou? He 
may prove to be another member 
in the entourage of the Coen's 
unofficial company of actors. 
Clooney executes his dialogue 
perfectly. However, Zeta-Jones 
delivers the botched role she has 
been giving all her life; that of the 
strong woman, linked so highly 
to her name and over 
accentuated Latino heritage that 
she forgets her character.. Roger 
Deakin's beautiful photography of 
Zeta-Jones's accompanied with 
the Coens acting as much less 
than intelligent actress's director, 
makes her presence tolerable. 

In the spirit of The Big 
Lebowski and its Raymond 
Chandler driven routes 
Intolerable Cruelty provides a 
beautifully written screenplay of 
slight affinities and culminates in 
a very worthy film. 
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Basketbali am havi13 fun together 
Portrait of the cross- 
country team 

Ashton Wood 
Staff writer 

in the fourth quarter, the Maples pulled ahead for their 
first lead of the game. 

Finishing in a win for the Maples, 42-33, the girls 
took home their second win of the season, making the 
OAA Division 3 record 1 and 2. 

"This year didn't start as we planned," said 
sophomore starter, Lauren DeHart in reference to the 2003 
women's basketball season. 

Though the girls had been practicing hard since 
the beginning of August, their efforts were yet to be seen on 
their scoreboard as of mid-September, having an overall 2 
wins, 7 losses season record. 

"We're playing tougher teams this year, and it's 
been hard to pull out wins," Dehart stated. 

The girls lost four seniors from last years team and 
many other underclassmen. The struggle to keep the team 
going started early having only nine girls on the team, not 
even enough to have a team practice scrimmage with. 

"I didn't play for the team this year because last 
year practices were to hard, there was way too much 
running, and it really wasn't any fun," said last year's 
freshman forward, Laura Kragh. 

At the beginning of the season Dehart stated that 
"it wasn't too much fun, but the season progressed we 
became more of a team, and we're able to play more 
consistently with one another." 

"This year has so far been really fun, having a 
smaller team helps us all be really close," said Junior 
Margaret Lambert. "Practices are fun, the most remember 
able was when we did aerobics with the Varsity football 
team." 

"Even though we aren't the greatest team in our 
division, we are having a lot more fun playing together," 
Dehart ended with. 

On October 2nd, the girls played North Farmington 
in a head to head match. With only five minutes remaining 

Above:Girls' varsity basketball team huddles during half time 
Below: Seaholm shooter scores big 

Footba 1 team "sets the standard 
Julianne Valentine 
Feature editor 
John Burchett 
Graphics editor 

Unsurprisingly to the students and 
staff of Seaholm, the team proved 
victorious and true to that ever present 
symbol of excellence, "Set the 
Standard," which whispering in the 
mighty wind defines their philosophy in 
its proper magnitude. 

The team has had some slight 
difficulties, which has caused burden to 
their team unity. For instance, Sam 
Siegal and Brandon Conlin endured 
minor injuries. 

As always the team perservered and 
looked boldly ahead to more foes 
conquered at the field of Groves. 

Matt Milko speaks valiantly about 
their coming battle strategy, "If we play 
disciplined and with emotion we will win." 
Along with him, this year's team 
captains are Rob Barton, Peter Bach, 
and Sam Siegal. 

Undoubtedly their leadership will 
emerge as a shining marlin from water 
into the shimmering, always exultant 
football team, whose name will 
eventually be spoken with terrorin voices 
of all players in all other teams fearing 
their eventual meeting. 

from the upper B hall into the upper A 
hall you may notice, you will notice 
the bold large, white print "Set the 
Standard", emblazoned upon the 
window pane of the commander in 
chief's of the Seaholm's mighty 
Maple Leaves classroom. 

From these words echoes the 
perseverance, the crude, raw power 
of both the institution of Seaholm and 
its ever-worthy football team. 
According to one of the players, Tim 
Haitaian, "Set the Standard" means 
that other teams have to rise up to 
the level of playing that Seaholm has 
set. 

Despite these admirable virtues 
and characteristics, Matt Milko and 
Geoff Greenlees have long feared the 
stormy villains known as Troy, to our 
East. Yet as the more than fifty 
raging, pumped, athletic, bellowing 
monsters ran onto the damp and 
freezing cold astro-turf ready to 
annihilate their current nemesis, 
armed with demonstrable, undeniably 
ferocious abilities in all the aspects 
of the sport, their doubts quickly 
dissolved. 

Geoffrey Greenless 

Staff writer 

Geoffrey Greenlees recently had the 
opportunity of sitting down with a senior 
on the girls' cross-country team, Claire 
Parkinson. She is one of the top runners 
on the team and took time to do a special 
1 on 1 interview with the Highlander. 
GG: Hey Claire, nice to see you back 
healthy and ready to run. 
CP: Great to be back. I was very excited 
to get back and help my team. 
GG: I heard you had a stress fracture in 
the foot; that's a definite runner's injury. 
Were you in much pain? 
CP: To be honest, the worst part of the 
injury was sitting out at meets and 
practices, running is something I love 
doing... 
GG: Tell me, Claire, what does one do to 
prepare themselves in the off season for 
cross-country? 
CP: Well, we run at least 5 times a week 
during the summer and increase the 
distance regularly. 
GG: That's a lot of running! What does 
your in season workout typically look 
like? 
CP: There's even more running! We run 
6 times a week and on top of that we do 
push-ups, sit-ups, and triceps. We warm 
up before and cool down after. We also 
do a team run to Franklin Cider Mill once 
or twice a year. That's always fun. 
GG: For the readers that aren't familiar 
with cross-country, how long is each 
race? 
CP: Each race is 3.1 miles or 5K. 
GG: Do you do anything before the meet 
like listening to heavy metal or doing 
special stretches? 
CP: Usually we just warm up with the 
team and set goals for the race. Sorry, 
no heavy metal for me. 
GG: How has the team done overall in 
the past? 
CP: Great! Since I've been on the team 
our top 7 runners have made the state 
meet. 
GG: So what are you expecting for this 
year? 
CP: Let's just say anywhere finishing in 
the top 5 would make me a very happy 
girl. 
GG: That's a big goal; let's hope the rest 
of the team is up for the challenge. Who 
are the other seniors on the team? 
CP: The other seniors are Sarah Friend, 
Minna Povirk, and Keziah Plummer. The 
3 captains are Casey Griswold, Becca 
Evans-Grimm and Lauren Began. I know 
they will be up for the challenge, they 
are a great group of girls and we all get 
along which makes it really easy to win. 
GG: Well Claire, thank you for your time. 
Best of luck to you. 

CP: Oh, you're welcome and let's go 
team! 

Since the very dawn of Seaholm 
athletics, the student body has loved 
not so much the sport of football as 
much as watching our peers under 
rule-prohibited battle. 

This year as "our boys" march 
out onto Maple Stadium, we look 
down from the bleachers with 
unbearable anticipation, wondering 
what those two fateful and final 
scores will be. So far we've proven 
triumphant with a staggering record 
of five wins and two losses, however, 
they were not easy to come by and 
face mass struggles ahead. 

However, Kevin Demorest speaks 
optimistically of his dear sport. " 
We've lost the last two games, but I 
think with two big games coming up, 
and the playoffs laying in the balance, 
we will come up with another win or 
two, then have a long playoff run." 

Walking down the maroon-clad 
halls of Seaholm, turning the corner 
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