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school's clubs, 
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of music and 
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Gymnastics, and 
Kristin's Column 
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editorials 
No Smoking, 
Finals have you 
stressed? and the 
Life Lessons you 
should learn 

Allegedly, 
the Improv show 
was well worth the 
five dollars because 
of the sensational 
comedy. However, 
it was suggested 
that the tickets and 
posters should 
warn the audience 
to wear Depends 
undergarments. 

The 
highlight of one 
show was the 
singing skit about 
'Sand in me 
Undies' featuring 
Ben Rosman, Eric 
Shack, and Dan 
Fisher 

Interact has 
been very busy this 
year. One of their 
first projects was to 
make cardboard 
menorahs for 
Hannukah. "Mine 
didn't stand up!", 
says Amy Sheppell. 
Their next job was 
holiday cookies for 
COTS. Their most 
recent project was 
making Valentines 
for war veterans. 

Seahotm s 
second Improv 
show proved 
successful every 
night. The Improv 
show functioned 
like the television 
program, Whose 
Line is it Anyway? 

It consisted of two 
teams, green and 
blue who competed 
against each other 
each night. Points 
were awarded for 
skits and 
determined by 

mi 
audience applause. 
Held in the T.V. 
Studio, the location 
was an intimate 
and unique setting. 
The show lasted for 
six nights, and was 
sold out on the last. 

sophomores Katherine Houghten and Diana Sefton have fun white 
hielping others 
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Over the past two years, I 
have kept a considerable distance in 
my editorials. I felt that it was 
important that the message I convey 
be as objective as possible. This 
time, however, I will step away from 
that. You will hear my voice loud 
and clear. 

The problem of smoking 
tobacco and marijuana has always 
been apparent at Seaholm. I could 
hold my tongue when the problem 
was simply the constant stench of 
marijuana and tobacco smoke 
drifting from the bathrooms. When, 
however, the first thing I witnessed 
when I arrived at school for seven 
consecutive school days was a 
person smoking a cigarette, I 
decided to draw the line. 

Smoking in the Seaholm 
parking lot has increased dramati-
cally during the last few months. 
Where once freshmen wouldn't have 
dared set foot in the parking lot 
without an upperclassmen present, 

(71irt!Auw. 

there are now large groups of fresh-
men sitting there smoking, both 
before and after school. Beyond the 

groups of freshman are, of course, the 
juniors and seniors who feel the need 
to demonstrate their maturity by 
inhaling toxic fumes. 

To be honest with you smokers 
out there, I couldn't care less about 
your life. You are all idiots. You 
should pay the price. If anything, 

Kristin Demorest 

your actions are a clear example of 
Darwin's idiot theory than any 
biology class discussion of evolution. 

So, because of my apathy 
toward your health, I will not go into 
the precise nature of the harmful 
effects of smoking. As it is, we 
already received plenty of information 
in our junior year health class. 
Instead, I will deal with the problem 
at hand, the rampant and illegal 
actions of Seaholm students in the 
student parking lot. 

The point is, beyond any other 
relevant arguement against this 
behavior, is the fact that smoking on 
school premises is illegal. The state 
and federal government have in place 
several safeguards so those students 
who do not choose to slowly commit 
suicide through practice are not 
confronted with its presence or 
harmful effects. As it should be, 
students who do not smoke are 
theoretically allowed to walk into 
their schools without the fear of the 
continued on pg. 3 

moking 

ollution from smokers. 
At Seaholm, these 

aws are simply not 
ollowed. It appears as 
hough Mr. Piper would 

-ather turn a blind eye to 
mokel:s. I have even seen 
im walking among them, 
efusing to deal with the 
•oblem. I will make my 

tance clear: Mr. Piper, this 
ituation is intolerable. 

Unlike many other 
roblems at Seaholm, the 
olution to this problem is 
imple. Smoking on the 
ampus of Seaholm High 
chool will not be toler-
ted. To institute this 
andate, Mr. Piper and the 

dminstrators will 
egin to follow the rules 
hey have so eloquently 
stablished on page twenty-
our of the Seaholm 
andbook. 

The handbook states, 
'Administrators will give a  

warning and a four hour 
detention for a first offense. 
However, for all further 
offenses, the student will be 
issued a misdemeanor 
ticketed from the City of 
Birmingham and will be 
subject to a $50 fine and 
possible court costs in 
addition to suspension." 

Any action by this 
administration which 
deviates from the above 
violates the school policy 
and places non-smoking 
students at risk for health 
complications. The 
problem is clear and so is 
the solution. Never again 
will I see bands of smokers 
standing in the parking lot. 
Never again will the first 
thing I see at Seaholm, in 
the morning, be a person 
smoking a cigarette. And, 
for the first time, I will see 
this administration taking 
the proper stance on 
teenage smoking. 

To be Honest %vith you Smokers 
Bob Elliott 

Forgotten Lessons High School Special: 10 visits for $30 

1 MINGHAA 
liOMETOWN 

BEER 

In the past year and a half 
that I have been enrolled in high 
school, I have heard many things 
that I could have lived without 
knowing. It seems that every day 
at Seaholm, I am introduced to a 
new story about "who did what 
with who", or "how high so and 
so got last weekend". I suppose 
this is typical for anyone of high 
school age. After all, most of us 
have slipped out of the age range 
that is synonomous with a time 
of innocence. However, there is 
still something that bothers me 
about this type of hot gossip. 

It's not the stories them-
selves that bother me. I must 
admit that some can be rather 
entertaining. It's the fact that  

most people don't think that 
smoking, drinking, or doing 
drugs will have any affect on 
their future. It should seem 
obvious that the opposite is 
true,especially after the hundreds 
of hours we have spent in health 
classes, starting in elementary 
school. Even when we were 
young, we seemed to understand 
the detrimental affects such 
choices could have on our lives. 
Now in high school, many have 
forgotten those lessons. Or 
maybe they're having too much 
fun to care... 

By the time students have 
finished the 12th grade, most 
will have tried one of the "es-
capes" listed above. Although  

the old saying "it only takes one 
time to get addicted" sounds 
stupid, my guess is that it is 
probably true. Except for the 
lucky ones that don't like the 
feeling of being disoriented, 
nearly everyone who tries 
drinking or drugs will likely do it 
again, again, and again. The 
same is true for smoking. 

I guess what it comes down 
to is how much you are willing 
to risk in order to have a little 
fun. Call me old fashioned, but I 
think I'd like to have a healthy 
liver, lungs that aren't black, and 
a fully functional brain when I 
finally graduate. I can only hope 
that I'm not the only one that 
feels this way. 	 2 

Birminq 

Bard ha 
	

555 S. Woodward 
433-1188 
	

Birmingham, MI 4800 ' 

Slice of Pizza and 16 oz. beverage for 
$1.59 + tax 

  

(248) 645-0300 
Fax: 645-9173 ill 	3637 Maple Road 

Birmingham, Ml 

   

KAEAI 	 J llk 

,41 	a slice with current 
student ID 

Join the Primo's Team- 
Now Hiring! 3 



An.:6:..a.h.AisthAtS6A,":,'.416AAA6114,4411411 

Terror, stress, anxiety, 
sleepless nights. It's finals 
week. You spend the week 
before these dreadful days, 
studying, cramming, and 
memorizing. After you put 
your #2 pencil down after 
your last final, and you 
walk up not-so-confidently 
to the front of the class-
room and hand in the one 
test that could very well 
decide your grade, you let 
out a sigh of relief. It's all 
over. And what is it all for? 
It is supposed to be a test of 
your understanding of a 
semester's worth of hard 
work and learning. But is it 
really? 

What you have 
learned in over a half a 
school year should not all 
come down to one test. 
Many students do not work 
well under pressure or do 
not do well generally on  

tests because of their lack 
of good test taking skills. 
The pressure to do well on 
these finals, because your 
whole grade could be riding 
on this one test, causes 
many students to freeze up 
and forget everything that 
they have studied. The 
method of giving finals is 
unfair to the average 
student. 

In most cases, 
students spend the nights 
before finals cramming. 
Most students barely have 
time to eat right and get a 
sufficient number of hours 
of sleep to function at a 
normal level, let alone a 
level to be evaluated on 
skills learned months 
earlier. The exam is not a 
true test of student's 
understanding of the 
material sincethereis a lack 
of sleep amid healthy,  

regular meals. 
Finally, final exams 

negate the educational 
value for which they were 
intended. The point of a 
final exam is to test the 
student's understanding of 
general concepts and ideas 
that were learned over the 
semester. These concepts 
and ideas are supposed to 
help the student's learning 
in the future.' Instead, final 
exams seem to test a 
student's cramming skills. 
On many of these exams 
you are expected to 
remember tedious facts like 
who won the election of 
1900 and was he a Demo-
crat or a Republican? I 
guess if you were writing a 
history book that fact might 
be important, but for most 
of us, it's not. To have any 
idea if a student learned 
anything or formed any real 
ideas over the semester, 
ideas must be tested, not 
mindless, little facts. When 
a final exam is issued the 
student's understanding 
should be tested not his or 
her cramming skills. 

Final exams should 
either be taken out of the 
curriculum completely or 
be restructured. They 
should spread out over a 
large period of time and be 
a small percent of a 
student's grade. The exams 
should focus more on 
general concepts rather than 
minute, meaningless, facts. 
Teachers are always telling 
us that they are dedicated to 
helping us, the students, 
achieve the hightest grades 
possible and to learn as 
much as we can. If they are 
so dedicated, why don't 
they lift the pressure and 
focus more on our under-
standing than grades? 

Decision 2000: 
One Student's 

View on 
Republicans 
Seth Rosenfeld 

I am disgusted 
with the Republican 
candidates for the 
Presidency. After 
listening to portions of 
their numerous debates 
and reading several 
articles on their poli-
cies, I am quickly 
gaining a fear for the 
political and social 
future of our country. I 
am a relatively open-
minded person. I try to 
understand other 
people's positions and 
through this, I find, I 
gain respect for them 
and their views. Unfor-
tunately, the more I 
listen to the Republican 
candidates' policies, the 
greater my disgust is for 
them. The Republican 
candidates show an 
extreme lack of sensi-
tivity and openness 
towards America's 
downtrodden. I would 
like to address three 
issues of Republican 
policy which stand out 
as especially repugnant: 
abortion, poverty, and 
homosexual rights. 

The very strong 
anti-abortion belief 
among Republicans and 
the Republican candi-
dates has long stood as 
a cornerstone of Repub-
lican values. Simply 
continued on pg. 5 	4  
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stated, this belief (and 
in some states law) 
represents a lack of 
openness towards 
other's beliefs and their 
problems. For many 
people the concept of 
abortion is not a moral 
question. Although in 
traditional Christian 
theology abortion is a 
serious sin, there is no 
reason why those 
people who do not share 
those religious beliefs 
should be kept from 
having an abortion and 
making their own 
personal choices con-
cerning a very personal 
matter. The fact that 
this religious and moral 
belief is being pushed 
into secular law shows a 
lack of division be-
tween church and state 
and also a lack of 
understanding towards 
those with different 
values, as well as 
different life situations. 

The stance the 
Republican candidates 
take towards America's 
economically down-
trodden also lacks 
sensitivity. The Repub-
lican policies of low 
taxes and small govern-
ment is wonderful for 
those of us who have 
been blessed with 
wealth and minimal 
problems, but for those 
members of our society 
who have to worry 
about economic sur-
vival on a day to day  

basis, these policies are 
unrealistic Too often, it 
becomes easy for us 
"suburbanites" to lose 
touch with the many 
problems people in 
other areas face. The 
Republican policies of 
low taxes and few 
government services 
further help to isolate 
people and keep eco-
nomically disadvan-
taged persons in their 
current position at the 
bottom. Although it 
may seem at first that 
low taxes are good, we 
must realize that low 
taxes greatly limit the 
amount of money the 
government has to 
spend helping those less 
fortunate than our-
selves. We already 
have lower taxes than 
almost every other 
major country in the 
world and yet the 
Republican candidates 
push for more tax cuts 
that largely benefit 
those who are already 
well-to-do. 

The Republican 
candidates' extreme 
homophobia only 
further increases my 
fear for the future of 
America. While listen-
ing to one of the candi-
dates' debates I realized 
that I was listening to 
one of the most disgust-
ing groups of very 
close-minded, anti-
progress "leaders" I had 
ever heard. I entered 
the debate right as the  

moderator brought up 
the concept of "gays in 
the military". Needless 
to say, each candidate 
very clearly and 
strongly denounced the 
proposal of allowing 
open homosexuals to 
participate in the 
military. 

Several speak-
ers (including the three 
highest supported 
candidates in the Iowa 
Caucus: Bush, Forbes, 
and Keyes) were 
vehement in their 
beliefs that homosexu-
als must not be allowed 
in the military. Mr. 
Alan Keyes (ranking 
third in the Iowa Cau-
cus and the only minor-
ity candidate) was 
surprisingly and incred-
ibly homophobic when 
he said, "Homosexuals 
question the moral 
stature of our country." 
He went on to say that 
allowing them into 
mainstream society will 
lead to the downfall of 
our nation. I must say, I 
was outraged to see one 
of few nationally 
recognized African 
American politicians so 
poorly represent his 
people. Given that 
blacks have been 
suppressed for so many 
years, why on earth 
would Keyes support 
the suppression of 
another minority group? 
Keyes obviously 
doesn't understand that 
by supporting ho- 

mophobia, he is merely 
helping to submerge our 
society in fear and hate, 
as well as supporting 
the racism some people 
feel towards him. 

I must say, I got 
a strong sense of "deja-
vu" while hearing the 
Republican candidates 
speak and reading 
articles on their views. 
I was reminded of the 
times we had read 
segments of speeches 
given by white-su-
premacists during the 
civil rights movement 
and Hitler during the 
Holocaust. We should 
step back and take a 
good long look at 
ourselves and realize 
that prejudice, not gays, 
blacks, the poor, nor 
Jews, leads us, and our 
entire society, in a 
downward spiral. Don't 
follow in the paths of 
our pitiful Republican 
candidates. All of us 
must become more 
open and sensitive 
towards those who are 
different, or less fortu-
nate, than ourselves. 
So, in the future, 
remember, don't be 
ignorant, be open to 
those who are different 
from you and embrace 
the differences. Go out 
and support other's 
beliefs as well as your 
own, you'll be support-
ing humanity as a 
whole. 
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Finals: The Final Insult 
Claudia Mark 
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Bob Elliott, Ben Rosman, 
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SADD continuation: 
To become member 

of SADD all you have to 
do is sign a Contract for:  
Life and have a parent or 
guardian sign it. New:  
members are welcome to 
attend meetings after 
school;  although not 
mandatory. You can pick 
up a Contract for Life fron 
Mr. Rozema, Abbey 
Mansfield, or Julie Faust. 
Even if you aren't a part of 
SADD, it is important to 
be aware of the issues and 
to stmt.: e the knowledge 
with: others...it could saye 
your life or someone 

itorials 

Decision 2000: A tudent's View on Democrats stress Stinks! 

   

Mao Zedong once 
wrote to the late Presi-
dent Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, "We will 
hang you, and you will 
sell us the rope." 

Mao delivered this 
threat during the height 
of the Korean War in the 
early 1950's, and the 
latter part of the message 
is frighteningly similar to 
the Clinton-Gore 
administration's response 
to the growing threat of 
Communist Chinese 
military action. Some 
words and phrases which 
come to mind are lies, 
hypocracy, betrayal, 
corruption, greed, 
dishonesty, carelessness, 
and incompetence. 

Over the last seven 
years, Al Gore and 
President Clinton have 
been grateful recipients 
of millions of dollars in 
campaign contributions 
originating from the 
People's Liberation 
Army of China. The 
PLA, just for the record, 
has been responsible for 
the deaths of at least fifty 
million people, most of 
who were innocent men, 
women, and children. To 
show how grateful 
Clinton and Gore were, 
they made a number of 
policy decisions that 
would help the PLA 
achieve its ambitions of 
dominating Asia, replac-
ing the US as sole 
superpower, and elimi- 

Ian Dunham 

ment has been proven to 
be the top dog in the evil 
and illegal business of 
selling weapons of mass 
destruction to the most 
foul terrorists and 
dictators. Over the last 8 
years, the PLA has sold 
nuclear weapons to 
terrorists in Iraq, Iran, 
Syria, Lebanon, Pales-
tine, and the rogue state 
of North Korea. Al Gore 
has turned a blind eye to 
these crimes because his 
pockets are filled with 
PLA dollars. Now, our 
enemies around the 
world are armed with 
deadly weapons that they 
intend to use in any type 
of conflict in the future. 
China has been building 
up its military during the 
last few years. People of 
my generation may have 
to pay for Al Gore 
mistakes with our lives. 
In essence, we have been 
betrayed by the Clinton-
Gore administration. 

Al Gore is the 
worst choice for Presi-
dent. He has accepted 
millions of dollars from 
the ruthless PLA, who 
over the last fifty-one 
years has been respon-
sible for the deaths of 50 
million people, has 
abandoned allies in Asia 
like Taiwan and Japan, 
making an armed con-
flict in Asia more likely, 
has invited the generals 
responsible for six 
thousand civilian deaths 
at Tainanmon Square  

into the White House and 
has shown us that money 
is more important than 
our honor, freedom, 
democracy, and safety. 
If Al Gore is elected 
president and follows in 
Clinton's footsteps, there 
would be a catastrophic 
war that is hard to even 
think about and millions 
of people would die. 
Consider that when you 
enter the voting booth. 

[Image]  
In the halls of Seaholm High 

School in the sheltered community of 
Birmingham, Michigan, students 
would say that they live pretty easy 
lives. Almost everything is provided 
for them by their parents, teachers and 
peers - clothes, food, friendship, 
support, and most importantly 
education. Parents teachers and peers 
also provide students with something 
else, something that in small amounts 
seems harmless but in large quantities 
can affect a student's health, and 
performance in school, and even turn 
a student into an insomniac. I am not 
speaking of a contagious disease. I 
am talking about stress. 

According to a high school 
psychology textbook, stress is "a 
particular pattern of disturbing 
psychological and physiological 
reactions that occur when an environ-
ment event threatens important 
motives and taxes one's ability to 
cope." To high school students, stress 
is the "wear and tear" their bodies 
experience. This stress causes both 
physical and psychological problems 
among teens. According to psychol-
ogy professor Larry C. Ingram, high 
school students under stress is not 
uncommon." Ingram claims that the 
cause of stress on students is not 
simple, and is attributed to more than 
one factor. His list of reasons 
students find themselves stressed 
includes tests & homework, relation-
ships, fitting in and being fashionable, 
home life difficulties, extracurricular 
activities, jobs, and college prepara-
tion." Students find themselves not 
able to cope with this stress, and that 
is where the problem lies. 

Seaholm freshman Elizabeth 
Kott, when asked about the pressures 
of high school, responded, "Being in 
high school now is totally different 
than being in middle school. For the 
first time, it counts. Our future relies 
on everything we do here. Every test, 
every quiz, everything affects our 
grade point, which means every- 

Abbey Mansfield 

thing." This is a fourteen-year-old 
speaking! 

Thinking about college 
already? Many students are told 
starting in 7th and 8th grade that what 
they do in the years to come will 
effect not only where they go to 
college, but where they will go to 
grad school, what job they will get, 
how much money they will make, and 
in general if they will be happy and 
successful adults. Why is this being 
told to these young kids? At fourteen 
years old, Elizabeth says "worrying 
about where I will be in 20 years is 
stressful enough, especially if I know 
that everything that I do today will 
effect the rest of my life!" 

The U.S. Department of 
Education conducted a survey in 
which they asked 1,015 teenagers 
from across the nation to list the top 
one or two pressures they face. The 
largest group - 44% - cited "the 
pressure to get good grades", and 
32% said getting into college was 
among their greatest concerns. 
Ashley Miller, a high school junior, 
commented to ABC news reporter 
Martha Mendoza that "I'm worried 
about my future. That's a lot more 
important than what I'm going to do 
on the weekend." But then when are 
teens to have fun? If you're only 
young once, why are students being 
taught that their adult life relies on the 
choices they make today? 

High School Senior Allison 
Frank claims "I pull an all night-er 
about once a week." 

That is one night per week that 
she feels that her schoolwork is more 
important than sleeping. It is time for 
schools and parents to take action. 

Fourteen-year-olds contemplat-
ing the effects that their decisions 
have on their lives and seventeen-
year-olds staying awake for two days 
straight in order to complete school-
work is crazy. Unfortunately, this is 
the message being embedded into the 
minds of today's youth. Until this  

message stops being projected to 
teens, students can attempt to mini-
mize stress levels, but the pressures of 
high school and the stress those 
students face will not subside. 

Duncan Chaplin, a research 
associate at The Urban Institute in 
Washington, DC, a not-for-profit 
nonpartisan social policy research 
group, said "most young people today 
realize they need to finish high school 
and go to college to earn a good 
living. Many high schools are also 
setting extremely high standards, with 
more rigorous testing and require-
ments for graduation. The payoff to 
finishing more education has in-
creased, and that presumably has 
added more pressure to kids." With 
stress like this, it's amazing that there 
are not more Allison Franks out there, 
deciding that school is more impor-
tant than sleep. 

Sleep deprivation is not the 
only physical side effect on students' 
bodies as a result of stress. Because 
students are so busy and so stressed 
out, their immune systems are down 
and they are more susceptible to 
common illnesses. A common cold 
can keep a teen home from school for 
up to a week. Ulcers are also not 
uncommon among high school 
students. This physical "wear and 
tear" that stress has on teens is not 
healthy, and creates more emotional 
stress and tension. 

Particularly in a community 
like Birmingham, education is an 
extremely important value. Many 
students lose sight of the learning 
aspect and focus only on the grades 
that they must attain to earn happiness 
in the long run. 

They will do whatever it takes 
to become successful - even if that 
means violating their own beliefs and 
morals. Cheating is extremely 
common in high schools across the 
country, because students have lost 
sight of the importance of learning 
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nating their enemies in 
Taiwan and Japan for 
events that took place 
decades ago. 

More recently, six 
out of seven generals 
who were responsible for 
the deaths of about six 
thousand demonstrators 
at Tiananmen Square on 
June 4th, 1989, have 
been welcomed guests in 
the White House and 
have become rather 
friendly with our Presi-
dent and presidential 
candidate, Al Gore. Last 
year, during the height of 
Monica Lewinsky craze, 
you may have heard 
about the Chinese 
stealing many of our 
nuclear weapons secrets 
from our own military 
labs. 

The spy who stole 
our precious secrets 
works for the PLA who 
illegaly financed the 
Clinton-Gore administra-
tion. In any other 
democratic country, a 
government official 
proven to have the blood 
of his own people on his 
hands, in a country like 
America, would be 
deported for his crimes 
against humanity. Put at 
the request of Al Gore, 
these murderers have 
been welcomed guests in 
not only America but the 
White House. The 
reason, of course, is 
money. 

China's govern- 
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Your Look at NYU 

Students and Falculty: 
Enrollment: 17, 553 
students, 41% male, 59% 
female, 40% out of state 
Ethnic Representation: 
African America 9%, Asian 
20%, Caucasian 50%, 
Hispanic 9% 
Faculty: student/faculty 
ratio, 12:1 
Majors with highest 
enrollment: Visual/ 
Performing Arts, Business, 
Social Sciences/History 
Average Class Size: 30 
students 

Facilities: 
Housing: College-owned 
housing includes: coed, 
fraternity and sorority 
housing, 60% of students 
live on campus. Many of 
the dorms are old hotels 
and are very "roomy." 
Special Facilities/Equip-
ment: Art galleries and 
exibition spaces, institutes 
of fine arts, mathematics 
and science, center for 
Hellenic studies, foreign 
language and cultural 
centers. 

Extracun•iculars: 
Activities: Choral groups, 
concert band, dance, drama/ 
theater, jazz band, literary 
magazine, music theater, 
opera, pep band, radio 
station, student govern-
ment, student newspaper, 
student-run film society, 
television station, yearbook 
Organizations: 230 regis-
tered organizations; 11 
fraternities (7% students 
join", 7 sororities (6% 
students join) 

Athletics: Division III: 
Men: baseball, basketball, 
cross-country track, 

fencing, golf, soccer, 
swimming, tennis, track 
and field, volleyball, 
wrestling. Women: 
basketball, cross-country 
track, fencing, soccer, 
swimming, tennis, track 
and field, volleyball. 

Admissions: 
Selectivity Rating: 89 (out 
of 100) 
Freshman Academic 
Profile: Average High 
School GPA 3.5, 50% are in 
the top 10% of high school 
class, 84% in top 25% of 
high school class, 98% in 
top 50%. 71% from public 
high schools. SAT I verbal 
range 600-700. SAT I math 
range 590-690. ACT 
composite range 28-31. 

Basis for Candidate 
Selection: Very important 
academic and nonacademic 
factors considered by 
admissions committee 
include: secondary school 
record, recommendations, 
standardized test scores, 
essays. Important factors 
considered include: 
character/personality 
qualities, extracurricular 
activities, talent/ability. 
Other factors considered 
include: alumni, minority 
status, volunteer work, and 
work experience. 

Freshman Admission 
Status: 21,171 applied, 40% 
accepted, 39% of those 
accepted enrolled. 
Costs: 
Out of State Tuition: 
approx. $23,000. Average 
book expense $500.00. 
Average room and board 
approx. $8,000.00 plus 
extra fees. 

that is unique about 
Moby is that he a 
genius on the sampler 
using real old, unique, 
unheard records. 

Moby composes 
his music himself, 
sings, plays guitar and 
piano on every track. 
"Play" is one of the 
most creative, power-
ful albums I've heard. 
This is a record from 
the heart. 
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Moby is Whale of a CD * 
Aaron Siegel 

This album is 
on-point. "Play", the 
eighth album from 
Moby, is a record that 
hits every genre on the 
musical spectrum. 

Moby, the man 
who put New York 
techno on the map, 
blends old delta blues, 
hip-hop, gospel and 
techno into beautiful 
complex orchestrations 
for the ear. One thing 

Stress cont'd... 

due to the stress placed upon them. In 
a survey conducted by Who's Who 
American High School Students, 80% 
of high-achieving high schoolers 
admitted to having cheated at least 
once. In a normal high school setting, 
an astonishing 98% admit to cheating. 

Reva Beth Russell, an ad-
vanced placement Biology teacher at 
Lehi High School in Utah comments 
that "grades are too important to kids 
these days." 

According to U.S. News, 
"competition for admission to elite 
colleges has transformed the high 
school years into a high stakes race 
where the top students compete for a 
spot on the sweet end of the curve." 
High school has turned from a place 
to learn into a place to compete for a 
successful future. 

U.S. News is correct when 
they claim that "for too many students 
and their parents, getting that diploma 
- that scholarship, that grant - is more 
important that acquiring knowledge." 
Sadly, most students' modus operandi 
is success at any cost. Audrey James, 
a senior at the North Carolina School 
of Science and Mathematics in 
Durham says, "Once you get to high 
school, it's all about who has the 
grades and who's going to get the 
most scholarships." 

Because of this pressure, 
students cheat to gain the recognition 
and grade point that will get them  

itorials 

ahead in school. Students cheat 
because they have lost sight of the 
importance of learning. 

Who should take the blame for 
this sudden cheating epidemic? 
Where does the root of teen stress lie 
and who is responsible? Blame can 
be placed in a number of places. That 
is not important; the important matter 
is how to eliminate some of the stress 
teens are dealing with. Professor 
Ingram says, 

"It is impossible to eliminate 
stress completely, you can only hope 
to manage it." Ingram has a three-
step program to help students control 
their stress. The first step is to "make 
time for yourself each day." The 
second is to "keep yourself orga-
nized." The third, and perhaps most 
important is to"not overextend 
yourself - prioritize!" This plan is not 
enough though. 

Educators and parents need to 
express to students that everything 
does not rely on that one math test, or 
that one flexam; that it is OK to relax 
once in a while. Students need to 
learn the values of learning before the 
stress can be lifted from their shoul-
ders. 

Students today face way too 
much stress. From jobs, to extracur-
ricular activities, to preparation for 
the future, teenagers are being forced 
to grow up and accept responsibility 
at a very young age. The effects of 
this stress are not healthy, physically  

or mentally. Students are told that a 
decision made when they are fourteen 
or fifteen years old could effect not 
only where they go to college, but 
also their profession for the rest of 
their life. 

Schools and parents need to let 
kids know that it's all right to relax 
once in a while - that their life's 
success will not depend on that little 
bit of homework that got put off and 
on the test that was a B and not an A. 

Learning needs to be stressed, 
for as the saying goes, "it is better to 
be a poor student with good character 
than a good student with poor 
character!" 

Once this all happens, the 
stress level will be taken off of 
students, and, who knows, perfor-
mance in school may even increase. 
(Studies show that students placed 
under large amounts of stress do not 
perform as well as those under less 
pressure.) So to teens - relax! 



Hanks, is a triumphal 
drama. The movie 
begins with an older 
gentleman named Paul 
telling one of his 
friends about the 
events that happened 
to him in a Southern 
Town in the 1930s. 
The younger Paul 
(Hanks) is in charge of 
a death row prison 

Freddie Prize Jr stars as Al in "Down to You" 

named the Green Mile 
because of the last 
mile the prisoners walk 
on the green tile floor 
before being executed. 

One day, her 
receives a special 
prisoner named John 
Cofey. Accused of a 
hideous crime he did 
not 
continued on pg. 10 

Dead MaaWhat? 
Green Mile Lasts 
That Long; Still 
Good 

Miruna Lascar 

During winter 
break, I saw a movie 
with a spiritual mes-
sage that touched 
everyone in the the-
atre. 

Here we go again, 
another cutesy teeny-
bopper movie. It seems 
the only difference 
between "She's All 
That", "You Drive Me 
Crazy", "Down to You", 
and all the other pathetic 
excuses for romantic 
movies is what grade the 
lovers are in. 

In "Down To You", 
the two main characters 
played by Freddie Prinze 
Jr. and Julia Stiles, have 
grown to a college 
maturity ley' el. The plot, 
guy sees girl, guy gets 
girl, guy and girl have 
perfect relationship, guy 
loses girl, and girl goes 
back to guy after realiz-
ing her mistake, is such a 
surprise. It wouldn't be 
cute without that detail at 
the end. 

These roles were 
not a stretch for either 
actor, considering they 
played nearly the same 
role in their last movie. 
Usually, these teen 
romance flicks can be  

somewhat digestible but, 
after awhile, you just get 
fed up. 

The acting was 
artificial and the dia-
logue was nothing less 
than nauseating. The 
only relief throughout 
the whole movie was a  

friend, Monk, who was 
born to be a star. His bit 
scenes in the movie were 
the only thing that kept 
me from walking out. So 
save your money and 
skip "Down to You". It's 
not worth seeing beauti-
ful people act so stupid. 

Upcoming Events 
by Claudia Mark 

MOVIES: 
Feb. 4th, Gun Shy 
Feb. 4th, Scream 3 
Feb. 11th, The Beach 
Feb. 11th, The Snow Day 
Feb. 18th, The Big Tease 
Feb. 18th, Diamonds 
Feb. 18th, The Whole 
Nine Yards 
Feb. 18th, The Wonder 
Boys 
Feb. 25th, Reindeer 
Games 
Feb. 25th, Town and 
Country 
Mar. 3rd, The Next Best 
Thing 
Mar. 3rd, Tumbleweeds 

MUSIC: 
Feb. 22nd, Oasis-On the 
Shoulders of Giants 
Feb. 29th, Smashing 
Pumpkins-Machina, 
Machines of God 
Mar. 7th, N' SYNC-No 
Strings Attached 

CONCERTS: 
Feb. 8th, Macy Gray at 
St. Andrews Hall 
Feb. 8th, Sno-Core Tour 
at State Theatre 
Feb. 17th and 18th, LFO 
at Royal Oak Music 
Theatre 
Feb. 24th, Smashmouth 
at Eastern Michigan 
University 
Feb. 25th, Powerman 
5000 and Static X at 
Harpos 
Mar. 10th, Britney 
Spears at Palace of 
Auburn Hills 
April 3rd, Korn at Palace 
of Auburn Hills 
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Have you ever had 
a problem so big that 
you've been too 
embatTased to tell 
anyone about it? Well, I 
haven't. See, this past 
weekend, a question of 
utter importance was 
presented to me by a 
dear comrade. 

"Would you rather 
watch A Clockwork 
Orange or Dead Man ?" 

Naturally, my first 
reaction was to say A 
Clockwork Orange as it 
is a favorite of mine. 
Suddenly, it dawned on 
me that I had never heard 
of, nor seen, Dead Man. 
The room showed its 
approval with a nod of 
their heads. Van Steeple 
went on his way to rent 
the movie, while a few of 
us went to Spangas, 
where we would be 
video taped. I still don't 
know what that was all 
about, weirdos. 

Anyhow, we soon 
fled and headed back to 
Spike's house. By the 
time Van Steeple came 
back, Spike's room was 
in utter hubbub. Some- 

one had set the deer head 
on fire and the antlers 
were ablaze. 

After the insolent 
dogs had been shaved 
and properly vasolined, 
someone had turned the 
movie on. It began with 
a man (Johnny Depp) 
who commits a murder 
in self-defense. His 
name is William Blake. 
Blake is saved by an 
Indian named Nobody 
who believes Depp to be 
the legendary poet of the 
same name. 

The two wander 
across the country, 
killing white men along 
the way. Immersed in 
the madness they created 
for themselves, Blake 
begins to take on a new 
identity. The white man 
he once was evolves into 
a crazy white killer-quite 
an interesting change of 
character. 

By the end of the 
film, there were only a 
few cats left in the room. 
Many were turned off by 
the black and whiteness. 
For anyone that's ever 
felt left out, or nerdy at 
least once in their lives, 
give the nice guy a 
chance. This time 
around there won't be 
any consequences. Go 
all out. What? 

Wh kt did you think would 
happen at 	Millenium? 

"I thought all falcons were gonna' die and 
people would dispurse in groups of three, but that's 

just me." 
Scott Allen, 02' 

"I thought the final chapter of human history 
would be inscribed upon us by the hand of God, 

releasing the eternal reign of chaos." 
Phil Stewart, 01' 

"I thought Scott Allen was gonna' die." 
Andy Smith, 01' 

"I thought the electricity was going to go out." 
Andrea Purdie, 00' 

"I didn't think anything was gonna' happen. 
But my mom bought 80 bottles of water." 

Lauren Petrash, 01' 

y, Useless MI zts 
*The first couple to be shown in bed together 

was Fred and Wilma Flintstone. 
*Coca-cola was originally green. 
*The world's youngest parents were 8 and 9. 

They lived in China in the early 1900's. 
*The youngest pope was 11 years old. 
*The phrase "rule of thumb" came from 

medieval England and stated that you couldn't beat 
your wife with anything wider than your thumb. 

*Each deck of cards has 4 kings. Spades-King 
David, Hearts-Charlamagne, 
Clubs-Alexander the Great, 
Diamonds-Julius Caesar. 

*Honey is the only food that 
doesn't spoil. 

*The name jeep came from 
the army apprivation of "General Purpose Vehicle" 
or G.P. 

*There are more collect calls on Father's Day 
than any other day. 
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Claudia Mark 

The Green 
Mile, starring Tom 

Down to You is No Surprise 

Ben Rosman 



Amy Sheppell 

Girls gymnastics started in 
November and will be done by mid-
March. The two captains this year are 
Kristin Eggl and Karen :Holmquist. 
The coaches are Chris• tiii.c Schwartz 
and Jill Riesen. With only len girls, it 
is a close-knit team of dedicated girls. 

"It teddies you I 	, iii,ibility 
and determination," said sophomore 
Megan McClellan. 

Despite making it look easy, 
they have practice everyday for their 
meets that are held in the gym. 

"It takes a lot to be able to stay 
on a beam," said sophomore Caroline 
O'Connor. 

Judges score each girl based on 
form and skill, then all scores are 
added up to determine the winning 
team. They feel they are doing quite 
well and will go to Regionals on 
March 4th. 

Seaholm Varsity 
Boys' Basketball is doing a 
great job thus far! They 
won the last high school 
basketball game of the 
millennium, according to 
Coach Keith Hart, against 
Warren Mott 53 to 40. 

There are fourteen 
players on the varsity team; 
eight seniors, four juniors, 
one sophomore, and one 
freshman. Captains are 
Tim Meek , Rob DiMaria, 
and Mike Billingsley. 
Leading scorers are senior 
Jared Bungard and senior 
Mike Billingsley. Other top 
contributors are senior Cory 
Vann, junior Carl Roehling, 
junior Terry Boyle, and 
freshman Kyle Wood. The 
season ended at 4-8 and 2-3 
at OAA. 

Coach Hart says, 
"We're doing okay. Our 
team has a lot of new faces 
and it's taken us time to get 
to know each other. My 
belief is that, at the end of 
the season we will be an 

Boys' Basketball 
Miruna Lascar 

excellant team." 
As a coach, Hart 

enjoys being given the 
chance to talk to students 
outside the classroom 
environment. 

"As a team we go 
through a lot together. 
Some good, some bad, but 
it gives us a chance to grow 
as people and to be a part of 
that is special," he said. 

Their most thrilling 
victory was over Madison 
Heights Lamphere when 
they scored one basket to 
win it at the buz7.er, 

/ Against B8i\kley, 
they played their strongest 
sOontl half, including, 
long iihot by Billingsle4. 
The Mott victory was/ 
exciting, especiallyAce 
freshinan,Kyle_Wood put in 
a 19 point effort. 

Junior Varsity has 11 
players and a record of 4-8 
overall and 1-4 in OAA. 

The freshman team 
has 13 players and did well 
with a record of 6-3 and 3-2 
in OAA. 

=mos PrrIMM 

above: Mike Billingsly shoots and scores 

Woodward Avenue and 12 1/2  
Royal Oak, MI 48073 

New, Custom 
Hubcaps! 

Only $49.00 a Set. 
(24j54-1200 
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Kristin's 
Hot Off the" 

td Whigs 
lumn 

.., Three months tigo;:f really 
had no idea that the Red Wings 
OrganizttiOn had such depth Now I 
know. Believe me, I know. 

It seems like everyone on the 
team has been hurt. in the past few 
months.-7-.. Maltby, Draper, Ozzie. The 
list goes on and on. So what else were 
they to do, :but call the reserves (aka 
the rookies) down frOm a Variety of 
minor league learns? I Must admit that 
I was a bit skeptical when it came to 
this move: After all, who knows what 
might happen when a bunch of 
hockey John Doe's come in to replace 
the likes of Darren McCarty. 

Fortunately, theyoung guns 
were better than most fans expected, 
Much better, in fact.. With them in 
the driver's seat, the Wings took a 
comfortable position at the very top of 
the western conference. And now that 
Most are back in the minors, the 
team's record has slipped (only 
slightly, however). Hal I never saw 
that one coming. 

The most interesting part of, 
this scenario, in my opinion, is the 
way in:  which the Red Wings 
orginization handles rookies and 
younger players. in the typical NHL 
organization, these types of players 
are usually sent right to work. What 
they learn about professional hockey 
is taught directly from practices and 
games. 

However, the story is 
different here in Detroit. When 
Someone is drafted, they are usually 
sent down to a lower league to 
develop. In a few months or years, 
depending On the player, they are 
called back to play with the big boys. 
With a roster full of names like 
Verbeek, Chel los, Yzerman, and 
Fedorov, there isn't much room to let 
rookies test the waters. This type of 
depth is just further evidence that the 
Wings are indeed one of the strongest 
clubs in the league. 

Girls 
Kristin Demorest 

So far this season, the Varsity 
Volleyball team has recorded a perfect 
12-4-0 record, won the Walled Lake 
Central Invitational, and beaten rival 
Groves in straight games; and the 
season is only halfway done. 

Coached by Kerni Morrison, the 
Maples have been perfect (5-0) in the 
first round of league competition, 
winning big matches against Roches-
ter Adams and Lake Orion, in 
addition to Groves. With several 
standout players on their side, 
including seniors Amy Hasler, Kristen 
Neff, Chiara Franz, and Tyndie 
Dubose, the team is looking to repeat 
as OAA champions again this year. 
Amy Hasler, a senior, said "The team 
is looking really good. We're working 
hard, and will hopefully be able to 
win our league again." 

Tough defense from younger 
players, such as juniors Elizabeth 
Green and Lauren Burke, has helped 
the team come out on top in close 
matches. "We've turned it on when 
we've needed to. Everyone has given 
their best effort, whether it looked as 
if we were going to win or not." 

vi3inmE11-1111 
Romy Poletti 

This year the guys swim 
team is off to a slow start. Having 
many of last years swimmers quit, 
they are down to ten swimmers 
and divers. Captains are Chris 
Moyer and Nick DiGuisepee. 
Coachers are Tom Wylie and 
Seaholm's own Craig Hanson. 

Freshman Kory 
London says, "I have made many 
steps as a swimmer because of the 
dedication it takes." 

The tern practice; six 
days a wee, 	hours ii'day. At 
meets. c;ich 	i rumor is given a 
point total base icl orr their finish in 
the race. then all point totals are 
added to determine, the ininng 
team. Varsity is 	1:-,5 	so 
far: 

The county meet on Febru-
ary 5th featured the upperclassmen 
swimmers. At the County Meet 
on February 5th, six swimmers 
went and finished 8th out of 24 

teams. 

Right: Captain Rob DiMa la with look of winning determination 

Factory Reconditioned Hubcaps & Wheels 

TOM ABBO 

ley ball 
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Green Mile cont'd... 

commit, he is sentenced 
to the electric chair to 
die. Cofey also has the 
power to heal. The 
movie runs three and a 
half hours. It has a 
touching message that 
will stay with you long 
after it is over. A true 
masterpiece. 

Construction cont 'd... 

B200 will be a 
radio/TV studio. 

While the 
aforement is subject to 
change, all construction 
should be finished by fall 
of 2001. If you're lucky 
enough to remain at 
Seaholm, you will enjoy 
many new perks. The 
cold hallways that run 
behind the media center 
will be replaced with a 
bright corridor called 
Maple Avenue, running 
from the front entrance to 
the gym The school will 
have three new computer 
labs, a student activities 
room near the cafeteria, 
and a patio/courtyard on 
the west side of the 
cafeteria. The art 
courtyard will be for 
students to display their 
work. A replacement 
main stairway will be 
much wider and sur-
rounded by windows and 
elevators. Best of all, the 
whole building will be 
air-conditioned and the 
morning announcements 
will be on the new TV 
consoles in every class-
room. An incentive to 
stay another year, maybe? 
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How do you get it? lust drop off your name, phone 
number, and:E l St hour teacher to roOtn:A208:: You: could 

win the music videos, buttons, bumper stickers, or' even 4 free 

CD, just for reading! First come, first serve. 

Note: Music Fans, the Highlander is giving away free CD's 
and promotional items from your favorite groups! 

Construction Rocks Seaholm 

but the school is spend-
ing money to get some 
new equipment. By the 
end of second semester 
next year, phase two will 
be completed. 

Phase three will 
work on the new media 
center and expand the 
cafeteria, turning the old 
commons into new art 
rooms. The upstairs and 
downstairs A and upper - 
hall will be redone. 
continued on pg. 16 
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Have you been 
wondering exactly what 
all the construction 
workers and equipment 
around Seaholm have 
been working on? Our 
good old school hasn't 
changed much in the last 
fifty years and is finally 
getting a facelift; new 
electric, heating, lights, 
seating, floors.. .your 
general infrastructure 
renovation. Seaholm is 
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wing is being redone. 
Later, the F-hall will be 
fixed to accommodate 
the modern language 
classes. 

Phase two starts 
this summer and focuses 
on the science and 
technology classes. 
During construction, 
those classes will move 
to the E-wing and the 
current art rooms. This 
may sound like a pain, 
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also getting additions 
you will appreciate, a 
new band room, more art 
rooms, a very cool 
school store, and a 
different media center. 

The construction is 
arranged in three phases; 
the first of which will be 
finished by the start of 
the next school year. 
Presently, new music and 
art areas are being 
worked on and the G- 
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Design a new banner for the High-
lander and win a $15 gift-certificate. 
Drawings or creations must be 2x7, on 
white paper, and in pen or on the com-
puter. Entries must include "The High-
lander", a place for the date, issue number, 
and volume number. Due date is by 
March 1st in Room A208. 
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1-248-541-1040 
Teens & Adults 

Neighborhood locations 

CERTIFIED ROAD TESTING 
Segment 1 and 2 

Door to door pick up for driving lessons 
classes start every month 

$6.00 OFF SEGMENT 'I WITH AD 	$2.00 OFF ROAD TEST WITH AD 
***information related to the driving record °leach instructor is available for review 
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