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The final Sadie's 	the cafeteria. As expected 
dance of the century, 	this change was greeted by 
Millenium Mardi Gras, 	both cheers and jeers from 
beckoned students of all 	students. 
grade levels to come enjoy 	On the plus side, 
themselves on December 	there were many that 
11th. This year the dance 	enjoyed the flexibility that 
was held in the gym, rather 	the gym allowed. There 
than it's typical location, 	was more space for 
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Being John 
Malkovich is an original 
film of genius. This film 
comes from the mind of 
first time director Spike 
Jonze known for his 
direction of the music 
videos of Beastie Boys 
and Weezer. First time 
writer, Charlie Kaufman 
writes a script that is 
more twisted than any  

that has come out in a 
long time, but in the 
best, most creative way 
possible. 

Craig Schwartz 
(John Cusack) is a 
struggling puppeteer, 
who finds a job as a file 
clerk at an incredibly 
arbitrary company. After 

continued on pg. 14  

dancing, and the party 
seemed much closer then it 
did in the commons. Most 
girls liked the fact that they 
were required to check their 
shoes at the door, but this 
created a problem for those 
who were a bit on the short 
side. As Sophomore Katie 
Landry said, "Without my 
shoes, I was about two feet 
shorter than my date!" 

Still it seems that the 
majority would prefer 
comfort over height. "I 
really liked dancing in my 
tennis shoes," Sophomore 
Ashley Tillman said. 

Although the gym 
was an ideal location for 
some, there were others 
who had grievances with 
this new location. When 
asked about this subject, 
Junior Nate Delandsheer 
said, "I thought the dance 
was alot better in the 
commons. The DJ was in a 
bad location, it was too 
bright on the dance floor, 
and too dark at the tables." 

. Overall, the dance 
seemed to be a success, 
despite criticisms. "I had a 
great time, and I like 
having it in the gym a lot. 
The only thing I didn't like 
was how they stole my 
shoes!", said Senior Cassie 
Shook. 
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.):11i1FS LETTERS TO TH E EDI 

Amanda Hirst 
A few weeks 

ago, students were 
herded into the Wagner 
Auditorium to watch a 
30-year old CBS docu-
mentary, portraying 
Birmingham. Many 
students, myself in-
cluded, were appalled 
and humiliated by this 
depiction of our "glori-
ous" town. Who 
wouldn't be ashamed to 
see themselves and the 
people around them so 
peifectly summarized? 
If, that is, the depiction is 
far from flattering, and in 
this case it was. Unfor-
tunately, it was also well 
deserved. 

The 1971 CBS 
documentary displayed 
Birmingham citizens as 
rich, snobby, and racist. 
Students were laughing 
and denying this 
throughout the film, 
acting as though this 
couldn't be us. My 
personal take on the film 

Michael Barringer 

After the show-
ing of the Birmingham 
documentary, "When the 
Dream Comes True", 
produced by CBS in 
1971, on October 19th, 
there were many com-
ments and ramblings that 
obviously had little, if 
anything to do with the 
film. Most people were 
in denial of the honesty 
of the film. They 
thought that is wasn't 
being fair and that their 
family was not the  

was that, yes, it showed 
Birmingham almost 
perfectly, but that it 
portrayed the majority. 

Many, many 
people in this "charm-
ing" little burg are 
exactly like the family in 
the documentary, but 
there are also significant 
numbers of humans here, 
which CBS, in all their 
ramblings failed to 
mention. 

But, like I said, 
the majority was shown 
in the film. I walked into 
my Seminar that day, and 
by the end of the peroid, 
was ashamed to even be 
in Flex. I had always 
hoped that the kids in 
Flex were of a higher 
breed, a less materialistic 
species. Oh, how wrong 
I was. I sat at my desk 
for 90 minutes and 
listened to the students I 
had looked up to make 
utter fools of themselves. 
For instance, one girl 
told how she wasn't 

Greenwalds. Basically, 
the majority of the 
students in the audito-
rium were missing the 
point entirely. This film 
was not about the 
Greenwalds. It was not 
about Birmingham. It 
wasn't even about the 
American Dream. It was 
about the discovery of 
the self. 

The Greenwalds 
tried to find what they 
wanted. Once they got 
it, they didn't like it. 
Why not? Why couldn't 
they be content with their  

racist, and, as if to prove 
this, relayed a dialogue 
between her and a black 
woman. What I found 
sad about this was 
whenever she spoke in 
the voice of the woman, 
she switched to a rather 
degrading version of 
Ebonies, then went on to 
say how "tolerant" she 
was. Another student 
told of when she and her 
boyfriend were driving 
down Southfield in his 
Explorer they passed 
Southfield Downs, the 
trailer park, and talked 
about how the people 
who lived there must feel 
so bad for themselves, 
and how much they must 
wish that they had 
money-how they must 
feel so inferior and it 
must be so hard for 
them! It really disgusted 
me. 

And let me say 
that those two students 
were not exceptions to 
the rule, they were the 

success? They wanted 
what society told them to 
want and they didn't 
think twice. Society said 
that happiness comes 
plastic-wrapped and 
easy-to-digest from a big 
house, a steady pay-
check, a color television, 
a milk man, a dog, a non-
stick frying pan, and all 
the commodities one 
could wish for. But the 
Greenwalds didn't want 
this. They only thought 
that they did. 

Can you remem-
ber when you were a  

rule. The other kids in 
my class closely 
mirroned the stories I've 
related, and very few 
abstained from this 
obscene discussion. It 
shames me to be consid-
ered a member of the 
Seaholm population. 

I think that the 
Abercrombie/J. Crew-
wearing, SUV driving, 
hundred-dollar-bill 
spending kids at this 
school should realize that 
they are the epitome of 
everything in that 
documentary and every-
thing ever said about the 
residents of Birmingham, 
Michigan. We seem to 
be proud enough of 
everything we have and 
of the way we are, hence 
we have no grounds to 
deny the way we appear 
to other people. Wake 
up; unless we improve 
our attitude, there is no 
way to improve anyone 
else's point of view. 

little kid and all you 
wanted was that radical 
new G.I. Joe action 
figure, or the Barbie doll 
with the sleek red 
convertible? What 
happened when you got 
it? It was fun for a 
while, but then you got 
used to it, and you soon 
wanted the even newer 
G.I. Joe (with eye-eating 
teeth!), or Barbie's 
politically correct, 
darker-skinned friend 

.!^ 

(with her male counter-
part, Marcus!) 
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During the last 
several weeks the word 
"responsiblity" has been 
debated at Seaholm. The 
word is usually said in 
capital letters through 
clenched teeth and is 
preceded by, "I HAVE 
NO..." 

The need for 
some to limit responsi-
bility, however, goes 
beyond their personal 
denial. Many in the 
Seaholm community are 
so invested in their need 
to limit anyone's respon-
sibility that those who 
attempt to seek the truth 
about some matters are 
viciously attacked and 
verbally assaulted. The 
goal appears clear. No 
admission of responsibil-
ity may be made about 
anything by members of 
the Seaholm community. 

It strikes me that 
if we all adopted this 
stance. there would he  

Barringer cont'd... 
The reason for 

this calamity is that this 
is not what you want. 
Not one person achieves 
true happiness on the 
deepest level from 
outside materialistic 
novelties. Happiness 
comes from knowing 
yourself. It comes from 
complete self-awareness. 
It comes from winning 
the only battle worth 
fighting, the spiritual 
battle that constantly 
wages within. It comes  

little opportunity for 
improvement anywhere 
within Seaholm. 

The events of the 
last few weeks reminded 
me of a campus tour I 
took last summer at 
Caltech. Every person 
on campus was involved 
in the ethical growth of 
the system by adopting a 
simple honor code. That 
code reads, "No member 
of the Caltech commu-
nity shall take unfair 
advantage of any other 
member of the commu-
nity." This honor code 
stresses the responsibility 
of all people in the 
community to uphold the 
fundamental rights of 
others. If all students 
and faculty at Seaholm 
adopted such an honor 
code the moral improve-
ment would be incred-
ible. 

For 
example, academic 

from realizing that 
problems always exist 
and therefore you must 
accept them. It comes 
from acknowledging that 
problems and trials and 
obstacles are what give 
this life poignancy and 
make it worth living. 
Happiness is realizing 
that in every individual, 
there is a connection and 
that no one person is 
better or worse than 
another. 

I said before that 
this film was about the  

dishonesty (cheating) 
would not exist. Lies 
and slander would find 
no listening ears or 
wagging tongues. Those 
in positions of power 
would not feel the need 
to suppress the thoughts 
and feelings of those 
with less power. In 
general, the enormous 
energies of Seaholm 
would be turned toward 
the safety and growth of 
all members of our 
community. 

Most impor-
tantly, however, the need 
to eliminate responsibil-
ity would be gone. 
Honor would reign 
across all members of 
our community because 
each would do his or her 
part to enhance the lives 
of everyone. What a gift 
we would give ourselves 
and each other if we 
could truly say that the 
class of 2000 graduated 
from an honorable 
institution. 

discovery of the self. 
The Greenwalds were 
unhappy and therefore 
did not know themselves 
and didn't know what 
they truly wanted. They 
went one place and got 
sick of it, then they went 
elsewhere and they 
probably did this cycle of 
happy-unhappy-happy-
unhappy many times in 
their life. Take notice. 
Don't seek temporarily 
packaged happiness. 
Seek for yourself. From 
within. 

Rob's Column 

Rob Gulley 

My good friends 
Caroline O'Conner, Meghan 
Downey, and Kieren 
Lampert informed me after 
reading my article in the last 
issue that I actually have to 
write ABOUT something 
when I have an editorial. 
So, I was like,"Whoa! 
That's an incredible idea!" 

It's an old 
maxim,"Write what you 
know." I truly, whole-
heartedly believe this. 

And considering 
how dumb I am, believe me 
when I say even this article 
was a strain. 

I believe if you 
can't relate to the topic, the 
prose can never truly be 
yours, and if something you 
write isn't from the heart, it 
won't be the best quality 
work. 

So somewhere 
betweeen the multiple shots 
of Mountain Dew, "Who 
Wants To Be a Million-
aire?", playing my guitar, 
and sending e-mails, I got a 
tickle of inspiration for my 
paper and I got to work. By 
2:14 in the morning I was 
ready to close out. 

When I get 
assignments such as creative 
writing and impromptu 
fictional works I go nuts. I 
love writing assignments 
like that. 

I ACTUALLY 
GET THEM TURNED IN 
ON TIME. WHOA. 

Actually, that's a 
lie. I get all my papers in on 
time. I just thought if I 
fudged a little like that in 
upper-case, it would drive 
my point home. Perhaps it's 
better to say that I get my 
creative works done sooner 
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Seaholm's Response to Responsibility 

Bob Elliot 
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Living in Denial: A Look at Racism n in America 

Corky St. Clair 

This week, I was 
fortunate enough to have 
had the opportunity to 
see the movie, "Waiting 
for Guffman." 

This movie takes 
place in BlaMe, Mis-
souri, a small town 
where everyone knows 

* 
While I was 

writing the "Being John 
Malkovich" review, I was 
listening to the new Foo 
Fighters album called 
"There is Nothing Left to 
Lose." This album consists 
of straight-up good, catchy 
rock songs. After two 
previous albums, and many 
changes in the band line up, 
"There is Nothing Left to 
Lose" shows that this band 
has grown, in terms of 
songwriting, style and 
lyricism. 

The songs on 
"There is Nothing Left to 
Lose," are incredibly 
diverse. "Learn to Fly," the 
first single is a nice, upbeat 
song with a good chorus-
the kind of song that you 
can't get out of your head 
for hours. While, "Gimme 
Stitches," has a harder feel 
to it, "Ain't It the Life," a 

The band at practice 

mellow and melodic ballad, 
is my favorite track on the 
album. 

The current line up 
of the Foo Fighters is: Dave 
Grohl on vocals and guitar, 
Taylor Hawkins on drums, 
and Nate Mendel on bass, 
and they just added a new 
guitar player from the band 
No Use For a Name. All 
together, this band sounds 
the best they ever had been. 
"There is Nothing Left to 
Lose" is one of the best 
rock albums that has come 
out this year. 

ifIRM=MIEW71 

"August 
Everywhere," Blinker 
the Star's follow-up 
album to "A Bourgeois 
Kitten" and their self-
titled debut album, is a 
combination of their 
original moody sound 
and their latest single, 
"Below the Sliding 
Doors" played not often 
enough, on 89X. Lead 
singer, Jordan 
Zadorozny, got signed 
onto the Dreamworks 
record label thanks to 
help from Hole's former 
bassist, Melissa Auf Der 
Maur. They had 
previously been together 
in a short-lived band. 
"August Everywhere" 
provides 49 minutes and 
39 seconds of non-stop 
listening fun! 
Favorite tracks: 
Maisie's Pick: Your Big 
Night, Sandy! 
Romy's Pick: I Am a 
Fraction 

Sloan, "Between 
the Bridges".. the only 
good thing about the 

My favorite line in 
the movie is when Corky 
hears the news that one 
of his actors can't make 
it to the night of the 
performance. He is so 
angry, that he explodes; 
"I HATE YOU! AND I 
HATE YOUR ASS 

continued on pg. 14 

weekend baby's that 
Monday's two days 
away..." a line from the 
song "Don't You Believe 
a Word," summarizes 
the mood that Sloan sets 
in their latest CD, 
"Between the Bridges." 
As a follow-up to "Navy 
Blue" it does not disap-
point. With their hit 
single, "Losing Califor-
nia," they are getting the 
publicity that bands like 
them deserve. Sloan is 
among the few bands 
that have successfully 
recreated the sound of 
'70s rock. All twelve 
songs are cleverly linked 
together, creating a 
continuous stroll through 
a retro-musical journey. 
There is a unique sound 
to each song because 
each band member 
writes and sings his own 
songs. All together, 
"Between the Bridges" is 
one of their best CDs yet. 

Favorite tracks: 
Romy's Pick: Friendship 
Maisie's Pick: Take 
Good Care of the Poor 
Boy 	 9 

Waiting for Guffman 
Ben Rossman 

rA rwi r 
Corky, and starring a 
Dairy Queen worker who 
aspires to be a dramatic 
actress, a married couple 
who are overacting travel 
agents, and wannabe 
comic dentist. 

This dynamic cast 
delivers a hilarious 
performance that kept 
me laughing. 

each other. A flamboy-
ant gay man, Corky St. 
Clair has been struggling 
to start an acting career 
in New York, and moves 
to Blaine, in the hopes of 
finding a teaching job. 

He is hired on the 
spot to teach drama. The 
movie is centered around 
Blaine's biggest festivity, 
the bicentennial. The 
town's officials (a group 
of corny yokels) are 
hoping to make it the 
best celebration yet. 

The biggest part of 
the festivities is going to 
be a play, directed by 

Foo Fighters have Nothing Left to Lose 
Aaron Siegel 

Music Reviews 
Romy Poletti & Maisie DiStanislao 

Technological advancements 
are improving global communication. 
The population is growing exponen-
tially. These are some of the factors 
bringing people closer together. As 
people are brought together, prejudice 
and race become more and more of an 
issue. While the civil rights move-
ment is over, that is not reason enough 
to assume that racism is no longer an 
issue to be adressed. 

At the beginning of this decade 
our country was rocked by Rodney 
King and the L.A. riots. Even in our 
own hallowed halls of Seaholm, racial 
slurs are flippantly tossed about. 
Constant barrages of homophobic 
trash are a day to day occurance at 
school. Brushing off seemingly 
harmless stereotypes, and forgetting 
past transgressions against civil rights 
is not a sign of sufficient action. 

Racial terrorism and oppression 
still exist. A vast majority of Ameri-
cans are comfortable in believing that 
the racial violence and tensions from 
the 60s are over. While racial minori-
ties do have civil rights that are 
largely enforced, there are undeniable 
hate crimes being committed. These 
crimes were not only committed in 
our country's earlier history, or thirty 
years ago when segregation was 
acceptable. They were committed in 
the past year. 

In Jasper, Texas, James Byrd 
was dragged to his death. The men 
convicted of this crime were not 
operating in conjunction with an 
organized hate group, but they were 
obviously racist. The hate crimes did 
not stop there. Fairly recently, a 
young man named Matthew Sheppard 
fell victim to a gruesome death 
because of his sexual orientation. The 
support given to his murderers is 
staggering and disgusting: Tolerance 
of any homohpobic sentiment, a 
widely accepted malignant form of 
hatred, only feeds the dangerous 
hatred that resulted in the death of 
Sheppard. 

Other racist acts with an 
absence of violence, specifically 
involving the United States 
Government's Department of interior,  

remain a repetitive occurance in 
today's society. This department is 
considering forcibly moving indig-
enous people, the Dine' h of Black 
Mesa, Arizona, onto "new lands." 
These "new lands", located in 
Sanders, New Mexico, make up 
America's second largest uranium 
spill site. The event has recieved little 
attention from the media, but if you 
happen to run across it, it's addressed 
as the "Big Mountian Land Struggle". 
What's more, the Dine'h are in danger 
of losing what little land they have 
been allotted. 

There are other examples of 
covert racism within America's 
judicial system. The sheer number of 
inmates that are of minority status is 
staggering. Perhaps one that has 
drawn the most attention is Mumia 
Abu Jamal. Jamal is held as a political 
prisoner sentenced to death for killing 
a Philadelphia area police officer. 

There are those who protest that 
he is held not for this crime, but for 
his involvement with the Black 
Panther Party. He was convicted of 
shooting and killing the officer, 
despite evidence proving his inno-
cence. He was indicted, convicted, 
and sentenced to death not because of 
the crime, but because of who he is. 

Overall, the trial was a blatant 
mockery of American justice. It was 
conducted because of the color of his 
skin, and his race related political 
activism. Mumia is getting some 
media attention, but there are many 
others who are not. 

There are groups who are trying 
to draw attention to racial injustices, 
but they often become targets 
themselves. On July 3rd, 1998, Lin 
Newborn and Dan Sherstym two 
active and well known anti-racist 
skinheads*, were believed to have 
been murdered by John Edward 
Butler, who is a known neo-Nazi. The 
investigation into the murders has 
been allegedly slowed intentionally 
by the police department. There is no 
speculation as to the reason for this, 
but Butler and his cohorts are possibly 
getting away with murder. 

The previous examples have  

just skimmed the surface of the real 
racial problems within our country. 

Without serious research it is 
not possible to cover all the politics, 
history, and events that have led to the 
current state of race relations in 
America. Conditions of racial equality 
have obviously improved over the 
years, but it is naive to assume that 
racism is no longer an issue in our 
society. 

Many groups are trying to 
overtly confront racism on all levels. 
ARA (Anti-Racism Action), PART 
(People Against Racist Terror) R&R 
(Refuse and Resist), and NVVROC are 
just a few of the less publicized 
organizations dedicated to eradicating 
racial intolerance. Many people in 
these groups take radical action in 
defense of their beliefs, and dedicate 
their lives to creating equality. 
However, racial groups are not the 
only solution to this problem. 

Understanding has to come 
from the population as a whole. 
Learning about injustice and taking it 
seriously is the first step. Finding 
your own prejudices and confronting 
them is another. Every person has the 
capability to make a change within 
themself.. Most importantly, do not 
belittle the power of the population. 
Even at Seaholm (which represents a 
group of people that is small and 
ethnically similar) we are capable of 
making a chnage. 

*Contrary to popular belief the 
title "skinhead" does not necessarily 
indicate involvement with Nazis. A 
skinhead can be a militant anti-racist. 
The skinhead movement originated in 
Europe during WWII. The Skinheads 
that we refer to have left-wing 
affiliations and militant tendencies in 
enforcing their working class beliefs. 

At the center of skinhead 
dogma is the belief in class affiliation 
and equality for all groups of people. 
Many skinheads are closely tied to 
music sub-cultures and promote anti-
homophobic sentiments as well. 

Skinheads that do not associate 
themselves with facism are often 
mistaken for the stereotypical Nazi 
skinhead. Learn more about them and 
don't make the same mistake! 
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"Five bucks in a card with 
my name spelled wrong from 
my aunt.'" 
-Nicole Lewis, "00 

"Rechargable batteries. 
Getting rechargable batteries 
is probably the worst gift in 
the world." 
-Tyler Kidder, '00 

"My grandma gave me a 
sterling-  silverware set. 
Knives.. forks and spoons. 
Actually, it was lbr 
Hanukah." 
-Ben Rosman, '00 
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It's Everyone's Favorite 	 

AL'i'iiito Opinion 
by Jon Lighthall 
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What's the worst holiday gift you 
received? 

Wind catcher paint-by-number 
sets." 
-Caroline Watnick, '03 
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"I'm Jewish." 
-David Schonberg, '02 

"Getting pulled over. 
-Ryan Gilliat, '01 

11 

WINE 

On three nights early 
in the month of November, 
the Boys were in town. AJ, 
Kevin, Howie, Nick, and 
Brian visited the Palace 
November 6th, 7th and 8th. 
The Millennium tour was 
completely sold out, and 
was a lot of fun for every-
one lucky enough to be 

The self- titled 
debut album of Third Eye 
Blind came out in 1997. 
Fans waited two years and 
were finally able to pick 
up Third Eye Blind's 
second CD entitled "Blue" 
on November 23rd. 

Many fans will not 
be disappointed with their 
new release. Some of the 
songs sound very much 
like the old ones. 

I, on the other hand, 
was hoping for something 
a little fresher. After two 
years I was hoping they 
would be able to be 

more creative. However, 
there were some excep-
tions. 

The outcome on 
some songs may not be 
pleasant but you have to 
give them credit for trying 
new things. In the 
song,"The Red Summer  

FEAT 

there. 
To start, three of the 

Backstreet Boys flew out in 
harnesses, wearing space-
like costumes. They 
opened with a great, 
although probably lip-
synched, version of "Larger 
Than Life." 

"When they flew out 
on stage, I almost passed 
out with excitement. It was 
so cool when they were in 
the air and singing," said 
sophomore Aleise Haglund. 

Unfortunately, Kevin 
had a broken arm and AJ 
had bronchitis, so they 
didn't fly. The pair rose up 

continued on pg. 14 

Sun", instead of just 
singing the chorus, Stephan 
Jenkins quickly screams in 
a high-pitched voice. 

The song after it, 
"Camouflage", sounds 
completely different from 
all other songs on both 
albums. This is because 
Jenkins sings with an echo. 
The result is a song that is 
almost painful to 
listen to. 

The entire CD is not 
bad though. There are 
some songs I like such as 
"Wounded", "Never Let 
You Go", and "Darwin". 

They also produced 
some interesting lyrics. An 
example is, "I never fit in; I 
don't belong. But you 
know it doesn't matter 
when we feel strong cause 
I'm a vampire y' all." 

Overall, I liked some 

continued on pg. 14 
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I know it seems 
odd that what would be 
considered a kids movie 
would be reviewed in a 
high school newspaper. 
The truth is that this movie 
isn't just for kids. 

It stars the voices 
of Tom Hanks and Tim 
Allen as Buzz Lightyear 

Joydrop's, 
"Metasexual" is one of 
the year's best debut 
albums. The honest 
depictions of the hard-
ships life has thrown at 
them are expressed in 
songs like "Beautiful" 
and "Cocoon". This may 
seem like an enraged, 
feminist band, but 13 of 
the 14 songs were 
written by male group 
members. The obstacles 
they have been through 
are evident, however, the 
majority of this CD is 
upbeat. Overall, 
Joydrop's debut is all 
that and a bag of chips. 
Favorite tracks: 
Romy's Pick: Over and 
Under 
Maisie's Pick: Cocoon 

* 
and Woody. 

The story is, just 
like the first Toy Story, one 
of rescue. This time, 
however, it is Buzz's time 
to return the favor. All of 
the old characters, like 
Ham, Rex, Slinky Dog, 
and Mr. Potato Head come 
along for the ride 
(literally). 

What makes this 
movie great is the story. 
The jokes are for all 
audiences, not just little 
kids. The adventure is not 
quite like a Bond movie, 

continued on pg. 9 
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Guided By Voices, "Do 
the Collapse". 
Their first track, 
"Teenage FBI" may fool 
you into thinking they are 
just another Backstreet 
Boys wannabe, but this 
indie group is old enough 
to be their fathers. Don't 
let their age discourage 
you, these six guys are 
actually quite talented. 
Their latest CD, "Do the 
Collapse" is a mix of 
creative music and fun 
lyrics. In relation to 
other bands, their sound 
is similar to the 
Tragically Hip except 
they have their own sense 
of individuality. 
Favorite tracks: 
Maisie's Pick: Surgical 
Focus 
Romy's Pick: Dragons 
Awake! 	 10 

Third Eye Blind Comes Up Disappointing 
Amy Sheppell 

* 
Indie Music Review 

Rom Poletti & Maisie DiStanislao 

We Liked it that Way 
Melissa Gullickson & Claudia Mark 

The Toys are Back in Town 
Bob Elliott 



Co-Editor-In-Chief MARISA LONDON 
Co-Editor-In-Chief ROMY POLETTI 
Assistant to Co-Editors MARY SULLIVAN 
Managing Editor JENNA JOHNSON 
Feature EditorMIKE SERWER 
Feature Editor MELISSA GULLICKSON 
News EditorBEN REYNAERT 

Sports Editor TAYLOR BEEBE 
Copy Editor KRISTIN DEMOREST 
Photographer JON LIGHTHALL 
Staff Advisor ROCHELLE ROGERS 
Staff Writer MIRUNA LASCAR 
Staff Writer BOB ELLIOTT 
Staff Writer ROB GULLEY 
Staff Writer AARON "RV." SIEGEL 

The Highlander is the official school newspaper of E.W. Seahotna Ifigh 
School in Birmingham, Michigan. This paper is an open fonan in which 
students, leashAs, administrators..d comm.ity members may expm.ss 
themselves. Editorials represent the lien, .d opinions of the Editorial 

Omni, and trill not he bylines. All personal viepn represent the opinions 
of the author. The ththander encourages letters to the editor. All letters 

mg be signed to be considervd and t.nes may he held uper request if the 
editots deem h appropriate. Publication does nct indicate endors.aent of 

the scodment5 upresud, but nastely the right to be health The illedohler 
will not print soy materiel that is libelous, obscene, or niolates the privacy 

of any individual. 

Staff Writer CLAUDIA MARK 
Staff Writer AMY SHEPPELL 
Staff Writer EMILY HAGAN 
Guest Writers JULIE FAUST, 
MAISIE DISTANISLAO, 
MICHAEL BARRINGER, BEN 
ROSSMAN, AMANDA HIRST 

Seaholm 
F.T1 

Ernest W. Seaholm High School 
2436 West Lincoln 

Birmingham, MI 48009 
Email our editors: shshighlander@mailexcite.com  

LA.1 r°1 wiess Faci7 
* A cockroach will live nine days without its head before it starves to death. 
* If you yelled for 8 years, 7 months and 6 days, you would have produced enough 
sound energy to heat one cup of coffee. 
*The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. 
* You are more likely to be killed by a champagne cork than by a poisonous spider. 
* Right-handed people live, on average, nine years longer than left-handed people. 
*Sherlock Holmes never said, "Elementary, my dear Watson." 
*Ken has been Barbie's boyfriend since 1961. 
*Barbie's full name is Barbara Millicent Roberts. 

NEWS BRIEFS 
NHS Induction 
On November 18, 1999, 
more than a hundred 
students gathered for the 
National Honor Society 
induction ceremony. The 
current NHS president Lev 
Spivak-Birndorf opened the 
ceremony about the future 
of NHS in the 1999-2000 
school year. Faculty 

speakers included Kyle 
Hall, a member of the 
faculty council, and Keith 
Hart. The keynote speaker 
of the evening was Mrs. 
Priscilla Perkins, President 
elect of the Junior League 
and a board member of the 
Birmingham Community 
House. In total, 63 student 
from both the junior and 
senior classes were 

inducted. 

NE 

Your Look at University 
of California-Berekeley 

 

Upcoming Ihronbs 
by Claudia Mark 
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Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 
19): You will soon have to 
put on a charismatic face 
and lay on the charm. Act 
self-assured and you will 
be, An inspiring project is 
coming your way. Get 
involved and don't allow 
yourself to be opposed. A 
cup of ginger tea will boost 
your confidence. 

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18): 
Instability is on the way, 
you will have to focus on 
many tasks at once. Focus 
your thoughts, stay in-
formed, but stay flexible as 
well. Remember that 
periods of change are 
opportunities for transfor-
mation. Doodles (particu-
larly figure 8's) are stress 
relievers. 

Pisces (Feb 19- Mar 20): 
You are hiding somethin; 
the walls you have built :or 
shelter are only keeping 
you form using your 
cunning and skill when you 
need them the most. Be 
honest with yourself. If 
you use logic, self-exami-
nation, and persistence you 
can overcome this. 

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19): 
Your mind is expanding 
quickly right now; you are 
learning many new things. 
Your intuition is key and it 
will help you discover what 
makes you truly happy. 
Use your heart as a guide. 
A female figure will 
soon be of importance. 

Taurus (Apr 20-May20): 
You are stuck in the wheel 
of karma. Take a risk; the 
change will most likely be 
positive. If you have been 
prepared and hard working, 
good things will come to 
you. This can be a time of 
great success, but the action 
to set the wheel in motion 
must be made by you. Take 
control of fate. 

Gemini (May 21-June20): 
You will soon have to act as 
communicator of ideas and 
information. Your ability to 
see the truth clearly will be 
tested. Discretion and the 
privacy of a young person 
will be involved. For the 
answers you seek, try to 
write your question in blue 
ink, fold, and draw wings 
on the outsisde. Put it 
under your pillow and the 
solution will come when 
you wake.  

Cancer (June 21-July 
22): You have been 
overworking yourself 
recently without getting 
any benefits or recogni-
tion. Now that will 
change and you will get 
what you deserve. This is 
a time of positive influ-
ence for you; your life will 
be beautiful. Let your 
inner child out to play. 

Leo (July 23-Aug22): 
New revelations bring a 
beginning, and end, or a 
resurrection to things in 
your life that may have 
gone dormant. The spirit 
moves you right now, it is 
calling "do or die", but look 
before you leap. Evaluate 
who you are and what you 
really want. Listen for 
bells; they bring signs your 
way. 

Virgo (Aug 23-Sept 22): 
You are in love with love 
itself and you must learn to 
be more careful with your 
heart. You know how to 
enjoy the euphoria of 
young love, -but beware of 
loving shallow or spiteful 
people. You will soon meet 
someone who oozes charm. 
Watch yourself around 
them. Purple is your color. 

Libra (Sept23-Oct 22): 
You will be offered advice 
and support from a person 
wise beyond your years. 
Their effort to help is 
sincere; listen to them and 
consider their words 
carefully. But you do not 
have to blindly conform - 
your own ideas are valid as 
well. When you need 
comfort, return to tradi-
tions. You may reunite 
with someone or something 
whose value you had only 
realized after its loss. 

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21): 
You will feel as though you 
are going nowhere. Realize 
you are not being punished; 
you are being given an 
opportunity to reflect. Use 
the delay to your benefit. 
See what you can make of 
the time. And don't worry, 
something is coming, but 
for now, Just enjoy the wait. 

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 
21): Regrettably, you will 
encounter defeat. You or a 
close friend wil be dissatis-
fied with something or 
someone (possibly each 
other). Avoid placing 
blame, your victory will be 
to walk away unscathed. 
Give up on this fight. 

Students & Faculty 
Enrollement: 21,226 
(Males 51%, Females 49%) 
Ethnic Representation: 
African American 6%, 
Asian 39%, Caucasian 
30%, Hispanic 13%, 
Native American 1% 
Student/Faculty ratio: 
17:1 
Academic Requirements: 
General Education, 
including some coursework 
in English (including 
composition)and History 
Majors with Highest 
Enrollment: Molecular/ 
Cell Biology, English, 
Psychology 

Admissions 
Freshman Academic 
Profile: Average high 
school GPA 3.9, 95% in top 
10% of their HS class, 
100% in top 25% of HS 
class, 82% from public 
schools, average SAT-1 

On May 15, 1999, 15 
year-old Tracy Lynn Vivian 
decided to go for a ride 
with her older sister and 
another friend. A drunk 
driver hit them from behind 
so hard that the back 
bumper was touching the 
front seat. 

Tracy's sister and 
friend were lucky and only 
suffered a few broken  

Verbal 664, average SAT-1 
math 632 
Basis for Candidate 
Selection: very important-
secondary school record, 
standardized test scores, 
essays, state residency; 
important-character, 
personal qualities, extracur-
ricular activities, talents 
and abilities, geography, 
volunteer work, work 
experience; personal 
recommendations. 
Freshman Admission 
Statistics: 27,151 applied, 
31% accepted, 42% 
accepted actually enroll 

Costs 
In-state tuition: $4,354 
Out-of-state tuition: 
$9,384 
Other costs: room and 
board board $7,788, 
average book expense 
$822, required fees $4,161 

bones. Tracy was killed 
instantly. Doctors said that 
the drunk driver's Blood 
Alcohol Level was so high, 
he should have been 
comatose. The use of 
alcohol is the leading cause 
of death and injury in the 
United States among 
teenagers. 

The second 
leading cause of death and 

Concerts 
12/31 Metallica, 
Friday, Pontiac 
Silverdome 
1/01 Bare Naked 
Ladies, Saturday, 
Palace of Auburn Hills 
1/21 Live, Friday, 
State Theatre 

Upcoming Movies 
Dec. 10th- The Green 
Mile 
Dec. 20th- Magnolia 
Dec. 22nd- Man on the 
Moon 
Dec. 22nd -Any Given 
Sunday 
Dec. 25th- The Tal-
ented Mr. Ripley 
Dec. 25th- The Cradle 
Will Rock 
Dec. 25th- Play it to 
the Bone 
Dec. 29th- The Hurri-
cane 

Upcoming CDs 
Dec. 14- Aphrodite, 
"Aphrodite" 
Dec. 14- George 

injury among teenagers is 
suicide. Every year about 
500,000 teens try to kill 
themselves and about 5,000 
succeed. The number of 
teenage boys that kill 
themselves is double the 
number of any other group. 
In the United States more 
people kill themselves than 
are killed by other people. 
We cannot stand back and 

Michael, "Songs From 
The Last Century" 
Dec. 14- Juvenile, "G. 
Code" 
Dec. 14- Mary J. 
Blige, "Mary" 
Dec. 14- Pink Floyd, 
"1966-67 in London" 
Dec. 14- Stir, "Broken 
Tongues" 
Dec. 21- DMX, "And 
Then There Was X" 
Dec. 28- Jay Z, "Vol-
ume 3" 

Coming Soon To 
Home Video 
Dec. 21- American Pie 
Dec. 14- Dick 
Dec. 14- The General's 
Daughter 
Dec. 14- Teaching 
Mrs. Tingle 
Dec. 14- Drop Dead 
Gorgeous 
Dec. 21- Summer of 
Sam 
Dec. 28- Mickey Blue 
Eyes 
Dec. 28- Universal 
Soldier: The Return 
Jan. 11- Lake Placid 

watch as these two leading 
causes of death claim more 
of our peers. 

S.A.D.D., Students 
Against Destructive 
Decisions, is a nationwide 
organization. S.A.D.D. is 
devoted to getting students 
involved in raising aware-
ness of the consequences of 
making decisions that could 
cause harm to onself or 
others, 
continued on pg. 14 	13 

submitted by Kelly McGill 

Name isn't Only Change in SADD 
Julie Faust 



Thanksgiving cont'd... 
blood pressure machine. 
She has notoriously high 
blood pressure. Too bad 
the only way to test it was 
to take her blood pressure 
ten times in a row. Ever 
seen a tomato right before 
it's about tO explode — 
that's my cute grandmother 
before we figured out the 
cord wasn't fully plugged 
in. This was followed up 
by a rousing 20-minute 
philosophical discussion on 
what exactly a new battery 
is. 

And since my 
family aren't football fans, 
we being the sado-masoch-
ists that we are, had a nice 
conversation. It was more 
like we-know-you're-
gonna-rip-on-us-in-your-
newspaper-ar ticle-so-we're-
gonna-make-you-feel-
really-crappy-now conver-
sation. Yes, the average 
McDonald's worker does 
make more money than I 
do, but that's all right 
because I like listening to 
the same music track at the 
Gap for five hours straight. 

When you add a drumbeat 
to old Christmas songs, 
they're really catchy. 

The night ended 
by my brother scamming a 
couple of bucks off my 10 
year-old cousin by convinc-
ing him to play blackjack, 
without teaching him the 
rules, and by telling him it 
was a lot like his favorite 
TV show Who Wants to Be 
a Millionaire? I was 
upstairs watching Home 
Alone. There's just 
something about it that gets 

me every time. Maybe 
after babysitting for two 
years I find it funny that the 
kid never hurts himself 
once, or maybe it's that no 
one in the movie ever had a 
career after that. So this 
Thanksgiving, I'm thankful 
that my family didn't make 
The Detroit Free Press, that 
the phrase "no choking 
allowed" only had to be 
uttered once and we didn't 
cause the resale value of 
my grandmother's home to 
drop dramatically. 
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Backstreet Boys cont'd... 

from the stage and 
danced right along 
with the other guys. 
AJ managed to sing 
for most of the 
concert, but a couple 
of songs were lip-
synced, mainly 
because of the 
illness. 

The Backstreet 
Boys sang most of 
the songs from both 
of their full albums. 
The faster songs had 
choreographed 
dancing, the slower 
ones were sung from 
a rising platform in 

dropping a file 
behind a cabinet, 
Craig stumbles upon a 
portal(you know that 
guy that was in that 
movie, I forget the 
name). The portal 
puts him inside the 
head of Malkovich, 
seeing what he sees, 
feeling what he feels, 
then after fifteen 
minutes, he is spit 
onto the side of the 
New Jersey Turnpike. 

He and his 
coworker, Maxine 
(Katherine Keener), 
then exploit the 
portal, charging 
normal people $200 
for fifteen minutes 
inside Malkovich. 
Amazing, isn't it? 

Soon, the 
movie becomes a 
world that consists of 
a love triangle, hate, 
lesbians, puppets, a 
chimpanzee, and 
John Malkovich.  

the circular stage. 
Although they 

messed up on a 
couple of parts in the 
songs. Overall, they 
sounded incredible. 
Kevin even played 
the piano accompani-
ment to a song. 

The Boys were 
really into the 
concert. They had a 
ton of stage energy, 
jumping and running 
from place to place 
Brian, Howie, and 
Nick flew over parts 
of the audience 

This film is 
filled with excellent 
performances WY.  
Cameron Diaz, who 
plays Craig's 
disorganized 
veterinarian wife, 
John Cusack, and 
John Malkovich, 
whose performance 
of an actor like 
himself steals the 
show. 

The 
direction was 
incredible. His 
unique comedic style 
added life to the film, 
making it colorful 
and impossible to 
take your eyes off the 
screen. This film is 
pure genius. I have 
seen this movie three 
times, so you can go 
see it once. Being 
John Malkovich is 
the most creative, 
colorful, and amazing 
independent film of 
the year.  

during another song, 
throwing Hershey 
Kisses and flowers. 

They finished 
the evening with a 
scream rousing "I 
Want it That Way," in 
costumes of match-
ing pajamas. Brian 
threw a Piston's 
basketball signed by 
the group, and stuffed 
animals, roses, even a 
hat were littered 
about the stage. 
Many of these, 
although intended for 
the boys themselves, 
were thrown back 
into the audience 

than my non-creative 
works. Well 
anyways . . . 

It's easy to 
agree that topics you 
can relate to and 
write yourself into 
are much easier and 
much more fun to do. 
It's easy to agree that 
they can sometimes 
be of much higher 
quality than your 
more non-creative 
works. It's easy to 
agree that it's easier 
to improve yourself 
when writing 
subjectively as 
opposed to objec-
tively. 

Of course, 
high school English 
classes and/or tests 
on the whole don't 
ask us to write from 
the heart. They don't 
ask us to have fun.  

after one of the guys 
kissed it. 

The lighting 
was really spectacu-
lar, so were the 
costumes. To end it 
all, fireworks 
exploded onstage. 
Overall, the concert 
was truly incredible. 
The Backstreet Boys 
put on a great show. 

At the end of 
the night, I was 
basically deaf from 
the screams of ten 
thousand girls. I had 
a great time. Every-
one who went also 
had a lot of fun and 
we hope they return 
soon! 

They don't ask us to 
become one with 
our text. They 
don't ask us for 
creativity. In fact, 
most of them ask 
for form over 
content. Senior 
Bob Elliot said,"For 
the AP exams..,  
yes, definitely, its 
form over content." 

It's quite a 
contradiction to 
write what you 
know. My point 
here is, most of the 
time school asks us 
to ignore the 
creative side and try 
to chisel boulders 
out of the analytical 
rock inside us. 
What can we do 
about this? Not 
much, we just have 
to play the game. 

I suppose 

Waiting for 
Guffman cont'd... 

FACE!"Praised by 
the Sundance Film 
Festival, and 
reknowned critics." 

Waiting for 
Guffman" is one of 
the funniest movies 
I've seen. Come 
visit me at 
Blockbuster's to 
rent a copy today. 
You shan't regret it. 

Toy Story 2 cont'd 
but on its small scale 
is exciting and 
entertaining. Beyond 
a good story, though, 
is a meesage about 
our youth. 

The 
message seems most 
appropriate for our 
age group as we 
move from childhood 
to adulthood. 
Definitely a must see 
for a bit of 
reminiscence of 
childhood. 

it's time for me to go 
now. I will depart 
with one last thought: 
Perhaps the success-
ful writer is one who 
knows how to 
combine both sides. 

Corrections: 
*Amy Sheppell wrote 
Girls Swimming, not 
Taylor Beebe 
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Malkovich continued 
Third Eye 

songs, but other ones 
I didn't. They tried 
some new things, but 
some of their songs 
sounded like ones 

Blind cont'd... 
from their old 
album. All in all, 
the CD was pretty 
good, 

Rob's Column cont'd... 



Are you talented? Have 
nything you want to write 
bout? Join the Newspaper 
taff, contact Ms. Rogers, Romy 
oletti, or Marisa London 

j\l 

Mike Serwer 

Do students have a constitu-
tional right to freedom of speech 
in school? Do students have the 
right to expect the constitutional 
right to privacy in school? Why do 
students have different rights in 
school than they do outside 
school? 

Many students have been 
complaining that they can't openly 
criticize a teacher. Also, their 
behavior is restricted in the 
classes. For years, teachers have 
punished behavior that they 
consider rude and obnoxious, but 
which students consider funny and 
innocent. While everyone is able 
to agree that violent or illegal 
behavior cannot be permitted, the 
more difficult question is how to 
balance the personal rights of 
privacy and free speech against 
the need for schools to conduct 
orderly classes and provide high 
quality education for all students. 
Before addressing this issue, we 
must find an answer to this 
question: Does the Constitution 
protect students' individual rights 
or is the school's right to provide a 
safe and controlled environment 
more important? 

The perceived restrictions on 
student rights have become a 
concern to many of the students 
here at Seaholm High School. 
Students are complaining bitterly 
about unnecessary and excessive 
controls over thier freedom of 
speech. According to some 
students, their constitutional rights 
to free speech do not apply when 
they step inside the school build-
ing. 

The U.S. Constitution was 
adopted in the late 1700s to 
provide rules and regulations 
governing all U.S. citizens. The 
constitution does not specifically  

say whether or not the Bill of 
Rights applies inside schools. 
Many students wonder why the 
Constitution doesn't seem to be in 
effect here at Seaholm or other 
schools. 

Seaholm students must abide 
by the rules and regulations 
written in the Constitution, but the 
rules are adjusted, as you can see 
in the Seaholm Students Hand-
book," said Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Boyer. Mrs. Boyer continued, 
"The student handbook has been 
an evolutionary process, and has 
been modified over the years. It 
has been created to ensure the 
safety of all students." 

According to Mrs. Boyer, a 
principal or teacher may search a 
student's locker, car, or backpack 
if they have any suspicion that the 
student is under the influence of a 
drug, or has a weapon. In the view 
of the school administration, there 
are many differences in school 
rules, and rules when students are 
off school property or just hanging 
around outside of the school 
building. There is more authority 
in school, Mrs. Boyer argues, 
obviously to provide a safer 
learning environment. 

However, from the students' 
point of view, it seems to be 
hypocritical and unfair that 
students aren't allowed the same 
rights in school that they would be 
allowed in a place like downtown 
Birmingham. "It just doesn't seem 
right that a kid can be rude, and 
not follow an adult's authority, and 
nothing will happen in a place like 
downtown Birmingham, but if you 
don't follow authority in school, 
you will get a referral for insubor-
dination," said a concerned 
student. He continued, "In addi-
tion, swearing or cursing in the 
halls, or any disruptive behavior in 
a classroom is a big no-no at  

Seaholm. Students are not allowed 
to do anything that the teacher 
decides is interrupting the learning 
process. This includes blatant 
rudeness, and inappropriate 
comments." 

As Mrs. Boyer explained, 
school rules have always been in 
effect, but since the Columbine 
incident, everyone has tightened 
up their rules significantly. That 
may be why Seaholm takes threats 
so seriously. "Students deserve as 
many rights as possible," said 
Mrs. Boyer. "Seaholm is a very 
liberal school, and we respect all 
the opinions of the students. For 
the students who would like to get 
involved with student rights, 
simply join student congress. 
Student Congress is a great way to 
get your point heard by the 
principal, and the staff." 

Unfortunately, many students 
believe that participating in 
student congress activities will not 
be effective, since the school 
administration establishes the 
rights and privileges of students in 
the first place. Only when a school 
recognizes that students are 
entitled to the right of free speech 
and personal privacy, will most 
students believe that a meaningful 
dialogue can occur. 

The balance between student 
rights and the school's obligation 
to provide a safe learning environ-
ment is a delicate one. Regretta-
bly, preserving students' rights 
becomes more difficult in light of 
several recent incidents of student 
violence. 
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Brad Pitt Comes to Birmingham Kristen s 

Hot Off the 
„NtRefl Wings 

lunin 
Welcome to Detroit, Pat 

Verbeek. If we're going to give Ken 
Wregget the occasional start in goal, 
we need all the help we can get. 

Refusing to re-sign Verbeek 
was quite possibly one of the 
dumbest things that the Dallas Stars 
have ever done. And they've done 
alot of dumb things, starting with 
moving out of Minnesota. But that's 
their loss. Sure, we'll accept another 
scoring machine. And sure, we'll use 
that scoring machine against you the 
next time we play each other. Don't 
people ever learn? Obviously they 
haven't looked at the Oilers since 
they traded Gretzky. Maybe we can 
get the Dallas management to handle 
the affairs of all our rivals 	 

Anyway. On the subject of Ken 
Wregget— he stinks. That's about all 
there is to it. Sure, he has a decent 
game once in a while, but every 
goalie is lucky on occasion. I should 
know. What really gets me about 
Wregget in the number on his jersey 
(31). I think I recall a certain 
goaltender who used to wear that 
number, and used to play well when 
he wore it. But I promised in last 
edition not to mention him this year. 
I'm trying, I'm trying. It's not easy, 
but at least I can look back at him 
keeping us in games, not losing them 
for us. That's more than I can say for 
Wregget. 

Don't get me wrong. I'm not 
trying to pick on him. The defense 
could do better than they have been. 
It's just more fun to blame Ken. 

One more thing— Steve 
Yzerman has proved, once again, 
that he deserves to be recognized as 
one of the league's best in history. 
600 goals? That's not easy. Now, 
finally, he should be getting admira-
tion that he deserves. 

All that I have to say, is that 
we better retire his number when he 
calls it quits. That and number 31 
(just kidding). 

Kristen Demorest 
Prepared for the upcoming year 

by practices, conditioning, and even a 
four hour scrimmage, the Birming-
ham Unified hockey team is commit-
ted to goals of success in both their 
regular and post seasons. The coach-
ing staff of Bill Reepmeyer, along 
with assistants Tim Wedge and Tim 
Conrad, held their tryouts this past 
fall. 

The team, led by captains Chad 
Herron, Sean Ryan, Tim Shea, and 
Chris Kotila, has played two scrim-
mages, including a 5-2 loss to 
Trenton, and two pre-season games 
against Cranbrook and Clarkston, 
both losses. Despite these games, the 
team seems to maintain a positive 
outlook on the season. "We have a 
majority of underclassmen, but I think 
we'll do fine." Kotila, a junior, said. 

Those contributing to the team's 
offense include goal scorers Herron, 
Nick Guadino, Nick Martini, and 
Adam Kadro. Although puting one on 
the scoreboard is always enjoyable, it 
is not the only reason that they play 
the game. As sophomore Curt Navarre 
said, "Hockey is fast, physical, and 
aggressive. It's alot of fun." 

Girls' Bas etball 
Kristen Demorest 

Despite being eliminated by 
Oak Park in the first round of the 
playoffs, the girls varsity basketball 
team remains positive about their 
performance this season. They 
finished with a league record of 7-5. 
losing twice to Oak Park by nearly 20 
points. 

Entering the post season they 
were determined to make their final 
meeting with the team close. They 
succeeded, nearly pulling off the 
upset. The Maples went in to the 
second half leading, and were barely 
edged for the loss. 

Seniors Amy Hasler and 
Kristina Vanek, both three year 
varsity players, served as captains this 
season. Along with head coach Dawn 
Litchy, they helped to mold the team 
into a tight group. As Hasler said, "By 
the end of the season, we had gotten 
to know each other really well, and 
were very close." 

D 

Kristen Demorest  
In past years, Seaholm has built 

a tradition of excellence in Athletics. 
The wrestling team, in particular, has 
represented the school well at both the 
local and state levels. In the upcoming 
season, all of the team members plan 
to uphold the reputation they have 
earned. 

Mike Hessling, Neil Touami, 
Mike Miller, and Dominic Perrone are 
serving as coaches again this season. 
The team is led by top wrestlers Matt 
Zimmer, Matt Twomey, Jimmy 
Gotshall, Dan Wagner, and Tim 
Owens. Three of them, Zimmer, 
Twomey, and Lenihan, are retunring 
for their fourth year at the varsity 
level. Among those selected for the 
team, a handful of freshman are 
included. 

They are planning to enter 
several tournaments along with their 
regular competition. "It should be a 
really good year. We're ready for 
whatever comes at us," Lenihan said. 

ir s' Cross-UMW 
Marisa London 

The Girls' Cross Country Team 
overcame adversity this year to place 
9th in the county and be the League 
Champions. Their coach, Jeff 
Devantier, led the team with strict 
daily practices, including Field Day. 

"The team had a lot of people 
who graduated last year and no one 
really expected anything out of us. 
Only four members have previous 
Cross-Country experience," said 
junior Allison Lenhoff. 

Home meets were held at 
Beverly Park where they ran 3.1 
miles. 

"Even though the season didn't 
end as planned with a team of eleven 
new girls, I feel that being league 
champs is a compliment," said senior 
Sarah Elson. 

They felt their hardest meet 
would be at Andover. Instead their 
five runners placed 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th, killing the competition. 

Congratulations on a great 
season! 
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If you've been wondering 
who that guy with the headphones 
and resemblance to Brad Pitt 
walking our Seaholm halls is, it's 
Ben Duru. And if you're wonder-
ing why you've never seen him 
before, it's because he's a foreign 
exchange student. That's right, 
Ben comes to us all the way from 
Belgium. 

Ben came to Michigan in 
August and will be here until June. 
He came via the Rotary Club and 
recommends being an exchange 
student. Even though you'll miss 
your family and friends like he 
does, it's still a great experience. 

Believe it or not, Birming-
ham was not Ben's first choice. 
Sunny and warm Australia was 
number one, but alas! Ben proved 
to be too old for the Aussies. So 
how old is too old? Apparently 
19- that's right all you sophomore 
and junior gals who've noticed 

Family Thanksgiving: One 
Student's Take  

Marisa London 

I guess it was the radio 
station's idea of a joke to play Korn's 
All in the Family at the time all 
families would be driving to family 
Thanksgiving; my family didn't laugh. 
So without my "God forsaken, devil 
music", I spent the quiet time in the 
car deciding how to pass the five 
hours. This year I would take a 
passive stance and let the chaos form 
around me, rather than by me. 

Every Thanksgiving has a 
theme. Last year was to stop the 
bloodshed, this year it was just keep it 
off the new carpeting. Seriously 
though, the night was spent avoiding 
the spill of bodily fluid on my new 
carpeting. I guess our first mistake 
would have been letting my cousins 
bring their new, not house-broken  

Emily Hagan 

him, this older lad will be a tough 
one to catch, especially since he's 
got a girlfriend back in Belgium. 

So how does Ben like the 
ol' USA? While he does like his 
host family (especially making 
non-American meals for them) 
and all the friends he's made, he's 
not one for the high-strung, 
rushing atmosphere (apparently he 
hasn't met some of the truly lazy 
people here). What's Ben's 
favorite thing about America so 
far? Chili cheese fries from 
Coney Island. But don't get too 
piqued, he hasn't been out of the 
Midwest yet. 

Up next for Ben will be 
trips to Florida and Colorado, 
excellent choices since he loves 
windsurfing and snowboarding. 
He also plays tennis, mountain 
climbs, and plays football (he was 
on varsity this fall). 

If you want to get to know 

poodle. Our second mistake was 
having white grape juice to drink. 
What started as a water stain got 
upgraded to grape juice stain. That's 
when my grandmother flipped out 
and started mumbling about her new 
Oriental rug. My mother proceeded 
to explain that she had, "rubbed her 
hands in it completely (My family 
has no grasp on grammar)", and that 
it couldn't be because it wasn't 
sticky. Yes, my mother had com-
pletely rubbed her hands in dog pee, 
then smelled them, then cooked 
dinner. The look of realization on her 
face was priceless. 

Needless to say, I'm looking 
forward to not gaining weight, 
because I didn't eat the "special 
food" we got this year. But cranberry 
jelly is good plain. Not that it 
mattered, our family opted for the 
Tofurkey this year. If you think 
Thanksgiving is bad, try being the 

Ben's twin 

Ben it's pretty easy; do stuff with 
him! Remember, he hasn't done a 
lot of the stuff in America that we 
take for granted. Take him to a 
concert (prefererably not rap, 
techno, country, more Rolling 
Stones, Led Zepplin-ish). Or take 
him rock climbing at Big Rock, or 
play a game of tennis, But if you 
want to get On his good side, buy 
him some chili cheese fries. 

only meat eater ill a vegetarian family, 
It was Sc) bad that when we went to 
ask for our money back, the cashier 
took one look at the box and handed 
us the lull amount. 

When my brother found out I 
was writing an article in the newspa-
per, he decided he'd do just about 
anything to get ill it. My 6 year-0kt 
cousin decided to show off her new 
gymnastics move, and he joined in. 
Two words... Russian splits. Then my 
other cousin got a case of the First-
born jealousy and got in on it too. In 
a 5x5 loot area, we had three inexpe-
rienced gymnasts trying to do Hips, 
cartwheels, tripods, handstands, 
headstands and other bodily ccmtor-
(ions that God never meant for. I'm 
Sc) glad I chose the Imssive stance this 
year and my uncle is a doctor. 

Then my grandmother asked 
the two men in the family to fix her 

continued on pg. 15 
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When the Wheels On the Bus bthft Go 'Round and 'Round  
Mirusa Lasear 

Several people have asked 
me to write this article about a 
certain morning bus route which I 
also ride. Bus route 15 has been 
late every day picking students up 
and in the last month has failed 
more than three times to pick us 
up at all. The driver has at least 
ten stops and her substitutes never 
know what stops they are to pick 
up or how to get to them. Despite 
my and a few other students 
desperate attempts to make the 
driver aware of the problems, 
nothing has changed. 

"I hate it when the bus is 
late, especially when it's ten 
degrees outside. Plus, I'm always 

missing 1st hour because of the 
bus. I wish they would get more 
organized," said Emily Walker. 

"I used to ride the bus in the 
morning but I got sick of waiting 
for more than half an hour and 
always having to deal with the fact  

that I'm always late to class. I 
wish they would get their act 
together," said Agmis 
Gromotowicr. 

Should we all find other 
rides because the bus is never on 
time? Are we doomed to wait in 
freezing weather for a bus that is 
always late? The purpose of this 
article is not to offend anyone. It 
is to let people know of the 
problems that we are experiencing 
with the bus route. I hope this 
actually makes people aware and 
through communication we can 
get this problem solved; because 
the students who ride bus route 15 
do not want to wait for a bus that 
is always late. 

"What if the Dream Comes True" According to Maisie DiStanislao 

I found last week's 
viewing of the documentary, 
"What If the Dream Came True" 
to be very interesting. The film 
itself, I thought, was a true 
portrayal as a documentary should 
be. 

Though the film portrayed 
the American culture of the time, I 
thought what even better portrayed 
our culture, were the reactions of 
Seaholm students. "It was so one 
sided.. .1 mean we have a 
Birmingham ghetto which is 
totally different than what they 
showed", stated half of the 
students that saw the film (I 
guess Mr. Richards won't be 
getting a variety of quotes from 
this school for his book). The 
Birmingham ghetto. Where to 
start? Okay, I know. I live in the 
so-called "ghetto" and let me set 
the record straight, it's pretty 
much the same as the village but 
with smaller houses. The people 
here are having additions put on  

their homes so the price of the 
neighborhood will go up so that 
soon here, too, will be a part of 
"the Village". Why is it that 
because some people live in 
smaller houses, they feel ashamed 
to even bring people over because 
they know what their reaction will 
be? Only in Birmingham. 

I guess my mistake was 
that I thought that these poor souls 
who have been living here all their 
lives would finally realize the 
depressing truth, that this city has 
not changed in almost thirty years. 
And for those of you who disagree 
with this statememt I would love 
to hear only three ways that this 
city has changed. In the 
documentary they talked about 
diversity and how Birmingham 
had three black families, and the 
saddest part of this is that there 
now may be ten. Then, of course, 
all of the kids are defending 
Birmingham saying that blacks are 
welcome here and that it's their  

choice not to come. Seriously, 
would a rich white family feel 
comfortable moving from 
Birmingham to Detroit? Of 
course not. It is the same way to 
them. Why would they want to 
move to a place where they don't 
feel welcomed or wanted? 

I found the reactions to 
this film to be overtly upsetting 
and the other few people that go to 
Seaholm and realize that 
Birmingham is not the town that 
all other cities look up to. Rather 
it is a small town that few have 
heard of but the people of this 
town seem to think that they are 
the zenith of all things. I find it 
extremely hard to believe that 
even within themselves, they have 
been so corrupted that they could 
and do believe this. Therefore, 
though upsetting, I found this film 
honestly depicts the slow, sad 
downfall of American culture. 
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