
worked all night on the rented press, and De-
cember 14 a breathless but not belated eight-
page issue of The Highlander was distributed 
to its subscribers. 

The press did not arrive until the end of 
January, 1940. But in spite of the handicap and 
financial loss incurred, the new child gained 
rapidly in popularity, taking its place among 
12 such newspapers in Michigan. 

The Highlander was put on the exchange 
list of thirty schools, including the country's 
seven leading high school newspapers. As a 
result of an intermingling of ideas, the paper 
took on a new style of make-up and incorpor-
ated several new features. 

As it began to accustom itself to the gen-
eral run of things, certain departments were 
deleted, while others, among them "Seeing 
Stars," "Platter Patter," "Flotsam and Jetsam," 
"Fads and Fashions," became permanent fea-
tures. With each issue the staff gained more 
experience; but there was still, and always will 
be, deadlines to be met, copy to be read, make-
up to be done, and a thousand and one 
things to be accomplished before the paper 
can be distributed each Thursday. 

When, almost ten years ago, financial 
conditions forced the withdrawal of a school 
newspaper from the educational program, the 
loss was severely felt. Throughout the depres-
sion years, students and faculty alike felt that 
something was missing. Therefore, The High-
lander indeed fills a need. 

However, this paper, regardless of the 
need, could never succeed without a strong 
editorial policy. Falling short of the highest 
ideals of journalism, it would soon be washed 
away by the rain of public opinion and deri-
sion. 

With this in mind, The Highlander has 
established as its aim to interpret fairly and 
accurately the life, activity, and interests of 
our school; to increase a feeling of fellowship; 
to promote a respect for authority; to foster a 
mutual understanding between students and 
faculty; to serve in expressing student opinion; 
to familiarize our city and our contemporaries 
more fully with the progress of our school; thus 
to encourage, unite, and uphold the ideas and 
ideals of the various groups that are for the 
ultimate and greatest benefit to all. 

We salute this newcomer, which has al-
ready made a place for itself in the high school 
pattern. We salute those students and members 
of the faculty who are responsible for it. It's 
big brother, The Piper, is proud of it. 

FRANKLIN SPOHR. 

Mrs. Darling gives a story to reporters Helen Hounds and Bill 
Baldwin. They are two ol many whose job it is to gather news. 

The copy desk, every story's final proving ground, where it is 
chocked and edited by the adviser, Miss McGinn), before being head. 
lined by jack Rigden. (Below) Upon these manly shoulders and 
behind the iurrowed brow of advertising manager Paul Dunn rests 
the responsibility of financing "The Highlander." 

Russell Fisher, Franklin Spohr, and Ruth Navin have a conference 
with Mr. Crull to make plans for the new school paper. 

Someone with a scoop. . . nimble-fingered 
typists . . . items for a column . . . details . . . 
space worries. . . mucid printer's ink . . . sun-
dry filler . . . clinging Parcdastic . . . money.. 
minded ad man. . . endless copy reading. . . 
search for adjectives . . . sports events re-
viewed. .. more details. . . meals forgotten . . . 
type-filled galleys . . . harried editor . . . who, 
what, when, where, why, and how? . . . dead-
line pressure . . . And out of this, The High-
lander. 

But before all came the impetus, the need 
and desire for such a thing as a high school 
newspaper. Acting upon the suggestion of .the 
school board, a poll was conducted which 
ascertained a desire on the part of the stu-
dents for a news organ of their own. When 
local merchants in large enough numbers were 
convinced that advertising in a weekly student 
publication would accomplish desired results, 
there was left the larger task of evolving a 
working philosophy and planning the physical 
make-up. 

It was agreed that to be a newspaper in 
a real sense, it must have an alert and con-
structive outlook on the school life it mirrored; 
further, it should be a four-column, four-page 
sheet containing features to satisfy the vary-
ing popular demand. 

To those who were impatient for its crea-
tion, the period between the idea and its 
accomplishment were interminable; to the cau-
tious, the rapidity with which the idea took 
on proportions was alarming. 

Then there arose the question of a name. 
Many were suggested; Star, Mercury, Eagle, 
Mentor, and a host of others, none of which 
seemed to ring true. The Piper had been so 
named because it was planned on a Scotch 
budget; a similar situation existed in the plan-
ning of the new paper. Why not call it, then, 
The Highlander, a true companionpiece to its 
older brother? 

A printing press was ordered from Detroit, 
and arrangements were completed to have the 
linotyping done at The Birmingham Eccentric. 
A large number of students, about 120 in all, 
were on the various staffs, writing stories, soli-
citing ads, composing columns, and handling 
the innumerable necessary details. 

When these things were done and the ma-
terial linotyped, the staff eagerly awaited the 
arrival of the press, scheduled to be delivered 
about December 1, 1939. The day came, but 
no press! Frantic telephone calls, telegrams, 
letters . . . but no press! In desperation, ar-
rangements were made to have four boys print 
the first issue at the Adcraft Company. They 

And even if you do watch your deadline the chances are your 
story will end up like these, discarded on Ye Ed's (Charley Lyle's) 
wastebasket-desk. (Below) Hardworking members of the typing staff of 
"The Highlander" are shown at work. They are Ida Cloud, Jane 
Fouts, and Gertrude Rogerson. 



oitt- 

V4•:. 
, 

The miserly-looking gentleman above isn't Silas Mamer but Frank Armstrong, cIrcula. 
lion manager, who is happily engrossed In counting the sheckels. 

An important step in the preparation of "The Highlander" is the making up of the 
dummy. Working above are Franklin Spohr, Shirley Smith, and Mignon Conway. (Below) 
Wendell Muttersbaugh is shown setting type for the ads in "The Highlander." He is but 
one of many on the mechanical staff. 
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The most important job of the circulation staff is to see that your copy of "The 
Highlander" gets to you every Thursday. (Below) David Nothercot, Bill Roberts (110)), 
and Derwood Gamble represent a sample of the student body evidently enjoying an 
issue of the paper on circulation day. 
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The long-awaited press is putting out one of the recent issues of "The Highlander," 
aided and abetted by Jack Boomer and Mr. Schlumpf. 
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