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Guinn Says Goodbye

   On November 12, 2016, 
Seaholm junior Nolan Grout 
brought to the attention of ad-
ministration and the student 
body an issue that would soon 
catch the attention of many. A 
teacher at Seaholm had been 
publicly tweeting their politi-
cal views on the 2016 election, 
along with his own personal 
opinions and assumptions 
about some of Seaholm’s own 
students. Some tweets had 
been found dating all the way 
back to early 2015. As a result 
of this incident, the teacher 
has been removed from the 
second trimester roster pend-
ing further investigation.
   “I had been seeing tweets 
from [the teacher] like this 
for a while, and I know they 
have been going on for some 
amount of years, but these 
ones kind of brought the issue 
over the edge for me,” Grout 
said. “Not only the tweets 
about the election, but the 
ones directed at students 
as well; those are the ones 
that really bothered me. Just 
because a student has a dif-
ferent viewpoint than you 
doesn’t make it okay to tweet 
those kinds of things about 
them, nameless or not. The 
Trump tweets were bad, but 
the tweets about students at 
Seaholm took the issue from 
politics to bullying.”
   Grouts own tweet read “@
BirminghamPS I’ve been 
put through countless cyber 
bullying assemblies. Maybe 
it’s time you put the teachers 
through one too,” including 
attachments of screen grabs 
of multiple tweets by this See TWEETS / Pg. 3
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teacher.
   “The reason I brought 
the tweets to the at-
tention of the public is 
because I thought the 
tweets were just kind of 
sickening,” Grout said. 
“It just didn’t seem like 
something somebody 
should be saying, espe-
cially someone who is 
an educator to us and 
someone who we look 
up to.”
   Though both prin-
cipal Rachel Guinn 
and superintendent 
Dr. Daniel Nerad have 
declined interviews 
on the matter, it was 
important to Grout that 
they become aware of 
the issues at hand.
   “I tagged the Bir-
mingham Public 
Schools’ Twitter be-
cause I wanted to make 
sure it was brought 
to their attention if it 
wasn’t already,” Grout 
said. “Ms. Guinn said 
that they had already 
been alerted about 
some of the tweets but 
a lot of the ones I had 
screenshot were ones 
the administration was 
unaware of.”
   In addition, Grout 
was passionate in 
bringing the matter to 
the attention of his fel-
low Seaholm students.
   “The tweets had not been 
brought to the public yet, 
and I thought it was impor-
tant to me that the student 
body knew about them.” 
Grout said. “That’s why I 
kept the tweet up for as long 
as I did. I decided it was 

more important to stand up 
for what I thought was right 
than to worry about not be-
ing liked by future teachers 
who had seen my tweet.”
   But Grout isn’t the only 
student who feels strongly 
about these tweets; he be-
lieves that the majority of his 

peers agree with the actions 
he took, and some took to 
speaking up about their own 
opinions as well.
   “Most of the other kids 
that I’ve talked to about the 
issue have the same feel-
ings about it that I do; they 
were kind of sickened by the 

voice opinions on Twitter,” 
Grout said, “but I think [the 
teacher] has to note that 
there are students who fol-
low the account, and [the 
teacher] should be extra 
careful because his account 
is public. And I think it is 
important that he knows 
there are limitations to the 
freedom he has.”
   However, Seaholm stu-
dents shared some positive 
experiences they have had 
with the teacher, outside the 
realm of Twitter.
   “I had [the teacher] last 
year third tri for AP Lang, I 
really liked him and thought 
he was really supportive,” 
junior Isabel Little said. “Be-
cause I was a grade ahead in 
English, I didn’t have many 
friends in my class, and I 
found it really hard to raise 
my hand and speak up, but 
[the teacher] helped me feel 
more comfortable. I think 
[the teacher] is one of the 
best teachers I’ve ever had, 
actually.”
   Because of this, Little 
hopes that the teacher’s pun-
ishment isn’t too severe.
  “I think that what [the 
teacher] did was wrong, 
and that they should have 
thought before they said 
those things, and maybe 
used better judgment, but 
it was just a mistake,” Little 
said. “I don’t agree with 
the tweets at all, but I don’t 
think someone’s entire 
career should be put on 
the line all because of one 
mistake. I think the level the 
administration took it to was 
a little extreme. I think [the 

tweets,” Grout said, “I 
even got support from 
people who have the 
same political views 
as [the teacher]. The 
kids I talked to said 
these tweets went too 
far and they don’t want 
themselves, as Hillary 
supports, to be associ-
ated with people who 
say the kinds of things 
that [the teacher] did, 
they didn’t feel right 
about it.”
   Senior Danielle Am-
boyan believes that the 
teacher’s behavior had 
been arguably ques-
tionable in the past, 
and the election had 
only served to exacer-
bate it.
   “I think it was just a 
matter of time before 
[the teacher] got busted 
for those tweets, they’d 
been happening for 
quite some time, and 
they were mean,” Am-
boyan said.
   Others such as senior 
Jake Lievois shared this 
view.
   “Everyone has a right 
to voice their opinion, 
but I believe taking 
it to social media, a 
place where everyone 
can see, is a little too 
far. Especially posting 
things about your own 
students.” Lievois said. 

   Grout has no hopes of 
condemning the teacher’s 
opinions; he is just con-
demning the medium 
through which the teacher 
decided to express them.
   “I believe that [the teach-
er] still holds the right to 

Screengrab from Twitter By Ava Suchara
This is a screenshot of tweets published by the alleged teacher following the 

Presidential Election results.

  This December, Seaholm 
Principal Rachel Guinn 
shared with the Seaholm 
community via email that 
Dr. Nerad, superintendent of 
BPS, would be recommending 
her to the Board of Educa-
tion for the open position of 
Deputy Superintendent.
   “I have come to know and 
love Birmingham dearly 
during these past years as 
Seaholm’s principal,” Guinn 
stated in her email. “While 
I am deeply attached to 
Seaholm, I have also had as-
pirations to serve in a district 
level of leadership. I applied 
knowing that I would still be 
serving Seaholm, but I would 
also be fortunate enough to 
serve others should I be hired 
in that capacity.”
  Upon hearing the good 
news, Guinn was ecstatic. She 
expressed that she applied for 
the job with the intention of 
taking it. If she were offered 
the position, she planned to 
accept immediately.
   “I was elated. I think I had 
some tears of happiness and 
relief because the interview-
ing process was arduous. I 
may or may not have done a 
little happy dance in my office 
when nobody was looking,” 
Guinn said.
   She has always had the goal 
of working in higher adminis-

tration.
   “My master’s and special-
ist’s degree work was with a 
focus on becoming a super-
intendent one day,  so this 
has long been an ultimate 
goal,” Guinn said. “I had 
just not thought this pos-
sibility would arise so soon.  
When the position opened 
in Birmingham, it offered an 
exciting opportunity, as 
my time at Seaholm had 
already 
shown me 
that this 
district was 
the place I 
wanted to be.” 
 Although a won-
derful accom-
plishment for 
Guinn, this de-
cision leaves the 
position of Seaholm 
Principal in an undecided 
state. Because of this, Nerad 
has made the executive 
decision for Guinn to re-
main principal until a 
replacement can be 
found.
   “High school leadership 
work is very complex. It has 
to be thought of as you’re 
leading a small city,” Nerad 
said. “Cities have all kinds of 
issues and things going on 
in them, so my commitment 
will be to ensure that she 
continues to lead until we 
find somebody. But I can’t 
predict how long that’s going 
to take at this point.”

   The plan for the district cur-
rently is hiring an interim 
Principal for Seaholm as 
soon as possible, and hir-
ing a permanent replace-
ment for the 2017-2018 
school year thereafter. 
However, 
no names 
have been 
released 

to the 

public yet.
   “We still have a lot to figure 
out,” Nerad said.
   The search for an interim 
principal will entail look-
ing into pools of retired 
educators to fill the po-
sition, much like the 
plan when the previ-
ous Deputy Superintendent 
took a leave of absence.

   “Where we’re going to 
start is to develop a list 

of recently retired high 
school principals, and 
see what that might 
bring. What you 
learn in this work is 
that you 

don’t 
close 
any 
op-
tions, 

be-

cause there could be some-
one who didn’t work at the 
high school level who is 
very competent as an edu-
cational leader. We want to 
keep as many options open 
as possible. That’s how 
we’ve thought about it,” 
Nerad said.

   What they’re hoping to 
accomplish by interim help 
is to ensure a better hiring 
window for a full time princi-
pal, according to Nerad. The 
best hiring window for a full 
term administrator is around 
February to March.
   As for an interim Principal, 
the search is just getting 
started.
   “If we’re able to find 

somebody, we’ll be in 
a better 
transi-

tion of 
forecast-

ing when 
the transition 

will happen. It’s 
very depen-
dent on 

that,” Nerad 
said.

   Many factors 
play into the hiring 

decisions.
   “I’m hesitant to hire 

somebody that’s 
already working 
right now, be-

cause that creates a 
hardship for another school 
district.” Nerad said.
   There are two main criteria 
Nerad is looking for in a 
long-term principal; the first 
is a commitment to the good 
that Seaholm has to offer 
now.
   “Obviously, my hope is that 
we hire a leader that wants 
to work to understand the 
work that’s being done at 

Seaholm now. Seaholm is a 
very high quality high school; 
it has very good results for 
students,” Nerad said.
      The second criteria is new 
ideas.  
“Every high school has areas 
that can be improved, includ-
ing Seaholm. So there’s an 
improvement agenda there.” 
Nerad said. “We want to have 
someone that will learn about 
that agenda, and work with 
that agenda, but we’re also 
hiring people with their own 
ideas too.”
      Nerad was very happy 
with the work Guinn did at 
her time at Seaholm, and 
expressed that she filled those 
two criteria when she was 
hired two school years ago. 
Her work as a principal at 
Seaholm helped her in the ap-
plication process for her new 
position.
   The pool of applicants for 
the Deputy Superintendent 
position was upwards of 100 
candidates.
   “We had the benefit of hav-
ing very high quality appli-
cants for the position. Obvi-
ously as Superintendent I’m 
very pleased by that,” Nerad 
said.
   Nerad and others involved 
in the hiring process even-
tually narrowed the search 
down to three qualified candi-
dates. But ultimately, Guinn’s 
past demonstration of leader-
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School Censors Students’ Artwork

   On November 12, Seaholm 
junior Cece Trella and senior 
Kris Cameron were asked to 
“immediately move” their 
social justice art project dis-
played in front of Seaholm’s 
career and college counseling 
office, according to Assistant 
Principal Kyle Hall.
   “While we appreciated both 
the art and social commen-
tary, and while we thought the 
students who created it were 
talented and conscientious, 
we were worried that the 
form would alarm and disturb 
some students,” Hall said.
   The piece in question, 
a collaboration by Trella, 
Cameron, and two other 
students in a Mixed Media art 
class taught by Seaholm Art 
Teacher Elizabeth Moyer, was 
a mannequin depicting rape 
and sexual assault statistics. 
   “I 
thought 
it was 
a really 
effective 
piece,” 
Moyer 
said. 
“It was 
visually 
inter-
esting 
to look 
at. It 
had a 
lot of 
facts 
and in-
forma-
tion, so 
it was 
eye-
catching 
from a 
dis-
tance, 
but 
drew 
you 
in to 
look at 
details 
and 
see the facts about 
sexual assault.”
   The piece was in 
response to an as-
signment given by Moyer that 
asked the artists to express a 
social issue through a me-
dium of their choice. Not only 
were they supposed to express 
their views as artists, but also 
they were expected to facili-
tate some sort of reaction in 
the school. 
    “The assignment said they 
needed some sort of theme 
for an installation that would 
change the environment of 
the hall and the area they 
placed it in,” Moyer said.
   The hall the girls chose to 
place their art in was right by 
the main office and Lincoln 
entrance, a very busy area 
for all Seaholm community 
members.
   “We chose our location 
because it was noticeable,” 
Trella said. 
   According to Moyer, many 
students in her class chose to 
tackle less sensitive topics, 
such as the environment.
   “The location choice made 
me a little nervous because I 
thought it was more of a racy 
or risky topic, and putting 
it right in the front hall was 
putting it front and center. 
It’s an effective place because 
that’s where it will be seen 
by everyone, but at the same 
time because of the topic I 
hoped no one was offended 
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by it, or thinks it’s too much,” 
Moyer said.
   The artists both stood by 
their decision to do a “risky” 
topic and place it where they 
did.
   “A lot of kids picked pollu-
tion or whatever. Everyone 
knows about it. It’s honestly 
really boring,” Cameron said. 
“We wanted to actually pick 
a good topic, something that 
people would actually pay at-
tention to.”
  Trella agreed.
  “It’s just something that was 
important to us, everyone else 
did littering and stuff,” Trella 
said. “We wanted to actually 
do something, something that 
would make people react.”
  However, the student body 
was not given much time to 
react. According to Trella, the 
administration asked her to 
remove the piece less than ten 
minutes after putting it up.
   “I think we could’ve had it 
up for a little bit to see if it 

gets any results. We didn’t 
even get a chance to test it,” 
Trella said.
   However, the administra-
tion was concerned about the 
possible reactions the piece 
might elicit in some students.
   “It’s one thing to go delib-
erately to an art gallery or art 
show to view art, but if a stu-
dent comes around a corner 
and sees this piece, he or she 
might be seriously startled or 
frightened, especially if the 
student has any kind of histo-
ry of being involved in sexual 
abuse or violence,” Hall said. 
“Truly, by removing it, we 
hoped to save some students 
from emotional pain.”
   The artists, however, didn’t 
feel spared.
   “I understand why they did 
what they did, but I wish it 
wasn’t as big of a deal,” Cam-
eron said. “We hung it up and 
it looked beautiful, and then 
we just had to take it down.”
   The artists spent over two 
weeks working on the piece.
   “I was really sad because 
we worked on it for so long,” 
Trella said. “I had to cut it 
down by myself. It was at the 
very end of the school day, 
like 2:45, so of course every-
one was coming by, and they 
had to watch me take it down. 
It was terrible.”

   The girls think there might 
have been some external 
pressures that caused the 
administration to act the way 
they did.
   “I get it because it’s their 
property, I totally get that. 
But I think they’re just over-
reacting because it was elec-
tion week, and everyone was 
tense,” Trella said.
   However, the administra-
tion denied the claims that 
the removal of the piece had 
anything to do with the cur-
rent climate of our school. 
They also acknowledged that 
the artists weren’t happy with 
the decision. 
   “The students were dis-
mayed at first by our decision. 
It was difficult for them to see 
a piece they wanted to use to 
bring awareness to the issue 
taken away,” Hall said. 
   However, the administra-
tion has no plans for the issue 
to be ignored.

   “We would like to display 
the piece and also tie it into a 
broader program to address 
sexual abuse and violence by 
increasing awareness of how 
to prevent such behavior and 
how to seek help if someone 
has been a victim.  We have 
started plans to begin that 
program this trimester, and 
we will involve the student 
artists, along with other stu-
dent organizations,” Hall said.
   Hall is one of the people in 
charge of this new organiza-
tion.
   “We explained our rationale 
for moving the piece and then 
later we met with the artists to 
present our tentative plans for 
this term, and to ask if they 
wanted to be a part of that 
program,” Hall said. “They 
indicated that they would like 
to do so, and I am looking 
forward to working with such 
talented and socially consci-
entious students.”
   The administration told the 
artists that they would look 
for other places to display the 
piece. However, Trella and 
Cameron both discussed a 
lack of action taken.
   “There was no real talk 
about where we could put it,” 
Cameron said.
   It has been over seven 
weeks since the piece was first 

installed. According to the 
artists, due to the mechanics 
of the piece, the location was 
one of the only places they 
could get the piece to stand.
   “I wish it wasn’t taking them 
so long to put it back up,” 
Trella said. “But they told us 
to wait, so we’re just going to 
wait.”
   According to Moyer, she 
understands both sides of the 
situation.
   “I’m hoping that it still gets 
put up at some point, and 
that’s what we’re working 
towards, but the administra-
tion is focused on the safety of 
everyone in the school and I 
think that is very important,” 
Moyer said. “I think at the 
same time it’s really impor-
tant to consider the expres-
sion of the students, the qual-
ity of their work, and honor 
the work that they’re doing by 
getting it up at some point.”
   The artists received feed-

back 
from 
the few 
stu-
dents 
who 
did 
see the 
piece 
and it 
was en-
tirely 
posi-
tive, 
accord-
ing to 
Camer-
on and 
Trella. 
Trella 
also 
put a 
picture 
of the 
piece 
on her 
Insta-
gram 
page, 
and re-
ceived 
en-
courag-

ing com-
ments 
there as 
well.
   “I 

consider it a successful piece, 
even if it wasn’t up for long,” 
Trella said. “You know it’s 
interesting art if we got such a 
reaction out of it.”
   Moyer will continue to sup-
port the students and hopes 
that the piece will be put back 
up.
   “I think a lot of people are 
unaware of things, and art 
that deals with social issues 
such as this can bring aware-
ness to topics, make people 
think about things and foster 
discussions that wouldn’t 
happen otherwise,” Moyer 
said.
   And the administration will 
continue to advocate for both 
the artists in question and 
the remainder of the student 
body, as they see fit.
   “Ms. Guinn, Mrs. Strough-
ter, and I viewed the piece 
and realized both its impor-
tance as a social commentary 
and its potential controversy,” 
Hall said. “But there is defi-
nitely a place for art in social 
progress. Art is both a reflec-
tion of our culture and a way 
to shape it, so as a community 
we should support those art-
ists who would speak to us 
through their creativity.” 

(Left) Photo By Caroline Owens, (Right) Screengrab From Instagram by Caroline Owens
(Left) Artists Trella and Cameron discuss how they can display their work. (Right) Trella 
posts a picture of their work to Instagram and receives positive feedback from followers.
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ship skills set her apart.
   “I felt that all three of them 
had excellent leadership 
qualities. I felt Ms. Guinn’s 
both as a middle school edu-
cational leader and as a high 
school educational leader 
really was a separator for her, 
because this position focuses 
on K-12 principals and school 
issues,” Nerad said. “It wasn’t 
easy to make the selection. 
But obviously I know Rachel 
Guinn’s work, and I respect 
her work greatly.”
   The work that Guinn will 
be doing consists of many 
different responsibilities, but 
the fundamental goals of her 
tasks will be the exact same, 
just on a wider basis.
   “I will be overseeing and 
supporting all the building 
principals in the district. One 
mentor of mine put it very 
eloquently - this just means I 
will be serving more people,” 
Guinn said.
   Although she will still be 
serving the district, there is 
one thing unique to Seaholm 
that she wont be able to 
replace.
   “What I will miss most will 
be my day to day interactions 
with students. I will miss you 
more than you know,” Guinn 

said. “However, I’ll be sure 
to get my healthy dose of 
student contact by attending 
some of your events still!”
   And while she will miss 
Seaholm, Seaholm will be 
missing her as well.
   “I’ve worked with Ms. Guinn 
for over thirteen years now, 
and probably the thing I’m 
going to miss the most is her 
passion and her level of inten-
sity for ensuring that things 
are done right the first time,” 
Ali Hamka, Assistant Princi-
pal, said.
   As she moves onwards, she 
hopes to leave a lasting legacy 
in our school.
   “I hope I have been kind 
and fair, both with teachers 
and students. Each person 
brings their unique gifts to 
the process, and I would hope 
I listened carefully, assessed 
needs and trusted each to do 
his or her best,” Guinn said. 
“99% of the painful issues I 
see are due to an absence of 
kindness with one another. 
And, 99% of the good things I 
see are a direct result of some-
one else’s kindness. It is not 
nearly as difficult as we tend 
to make it.”

 Seaholm Night 
Live Has a Strong 

Fourth Year

   On December 8, Seaholm 
Night Live took place for the 
fourth consecutive year in the 
Little Theater. Host Senior 
Joey McElroy shared some 
insight on the show.
   “SNL [Seaholm Night Live] 
is a small production talent 
show organized and run by 
students,” McElroy said. “This 
show has been around for the 
last four years, and all money 

raised by the show goes to 
buying toys for kids in the 
Cass Corridor.” 
   Each year, a senior and 
junior student host SNL, 
and the acts are made up by 
students of all classes. This 
year, the event was hosted 
by senior Joey McElroy and 
junior Nick Lang. Featured 
acts included McElroy himself 
as well as senior Andrew 
Wilt, senior Faye Boback, and 
senior Gigi Novak, amongst 
many others. 
   Although the acts are all 
fantastic, McElroy insists that 
this event has always been 
focused on charity.
   “SNL is a perfect example of 
how kids in our community 
can evoke change,” McElroy 
said. “This year, SNL raised 
over $700 to ensure that all 
kids over the Metro Detroit 
Area have a magical Christ-
mas.”
   Parents, students, and 
teachers all jammed into 
Seaholm’s Little Theatre for 
this raw show. According 
to McElroy, parents really 
seemed to appreciate discov-
ering the concealed talents 
that Seaholm’s Student Body 
has to offer. 
   Novak, a senior who per-
formed at SNL, really enjoyed 
the casual environment that 
SNL had.
   “The laid back atmosphere 
was great to perform in,” No-
vak said. “It’s also great that it 
went to a good cause.”
   This theme seemed to re-
verberate around the student 
body as well. Students at 
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Seaholm are always one to 
support a charitable cause, 
but given the opportunity to 
have a fun event that goes 
towards charity really draws a 
large, pleased crowd. 
   Senior Tess Collins was one 
of many who attended SNL. 
Collins seemed to support 
Novak’s opinion.
   “I thought the show was 
great,” Collins said. “It was a 
lot of fun to watch and made 
me wish I had been in it.”
   Collins also enjoyed the va-
riety of acts SNL had to offer, 
adding it was a nice balance 

of music and comedy. She 
also pointed out that she, like 
many of her peers, enjoyed 
the charitable aspect of the 
event. 
   Senior Chase Powers kicked 
off the event with a tribute to 
A Tribe Called Quest by per-
forming “Check the Rhime,” 
which gave SNL a fitting kick-
start.
   “It was great we had such 
a fun time while fundraising 
for a fantastic cause,” Powers 
said. “It was a blast.” 
   SNL always seems to be a 
success with the students, but 
the event is not easy to put on. 
The acts are entirely orga-
nized by the hosts, McElroy 
and Lang, who are also re-
sponsible for getting perform-
ers their proper equipment 
and making sure everything 
runs seamlessly. 
   “Hosting the event is very 
difficult, but entirely worth 
it,” McElroy said. “I am just 
happy to be a part of making 
someone’s holidays better 
and having a ton of fun when 
hosting the show.” 
   Seaholm Night Live will 
continue next year, and junior 
host Nick Lang will be picking 
a sophomore to host along-
side him next year. But don’t 
expect Seaholm Night Live to 
be the only student-organized 
show.
   “If you want to make a 
change in your community, 
organizing a school event is a 
great way to do that,” McElroy 
said. “Don’t be surprised if 
there’s more to come.”

“SNL is a perfect example 
of how kids in our com-

munity can evoke change. 
This year, SNL raised over 

$700 to ensure that all 
kids over the Metro De-

troit Area have a magical 
Christmas.”

- Joey McElroy
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Election Connection Yields Success

   As polls were closing on 
Tuesday November 8, people 
from around the community 
were gathering in the audito-
rium for Election Connection 
2016, hoping for heated but 
civilized discussion.
   Election Connection was 
a night of discussions and 
incoming polling results. It 
was organized by AP Govern-
ment Teacher Barb Harte and 
students from Seaholm and 
Groves.
   “I thought it went extremely 
well,” Harte said.
   Harte noted that turnout 
was better than she had even 
hoped.
   “There were lots of people 
there which was a concern,” 
Harte said. “Many rooms 
were filled to overflowing at 
points.” 
   No matter which discussion 
room students were in, every-
one was able to express their 
opinion on certain topics.
   “I liked how we were all 
able to express our opinions 
on certain matters,” senior 
Sophie Dixon said. “It was 
cool because you were able 
to share your opinions with 
people you may not normally 
talk to and you got to see their 
points of views on differing 
matters.”
   While most rooms did get 
heated, Harte said that is 
to be expected at 
something like this.
   “There were rooms 
that there were 
clearly disagree-
ments and it got 
heated but it still 
maintained deco-
rum,” Harte said.
   The flyers ad-
vertised a night of 
political conversa-
tions of a passionate 
rather than offensive 
nature.
   “I think we met 
our goal,” Harte 
said.
   Harte anticipated 

Ben Gretchko
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com
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the Michigan polls to deliver a 
result within a few hours after 
they closed.
   “I thought we would have a 
result by 10:00,” Harte said. 
“I was shocked that it was 
so close in that many swing 
states.”
   As a result, the event was 
cut short before the president-
elect was announced.
   “When it was determined 
that Florida would not be 
called early and it would be 
a long night, that’s when we 
decided to regroup for a few 
minutes and go home,” Harte 
said.
   Election Connection had 
been in the works since the 
primaries during the 2015/16 
school year.
   “Last year when I knew who 
the candidates were going to 
be, I knew this was going to 
be a historic election,” Harte 
said. “Either you are going to 
get the first female or the first 
person who has never run for 
political office ever.”
   Harte had big plans for how 
she wanted her students to 
remember this polarizing 
election.
   “I thought it would be 
important, one of those mo-
ments kids will remember 
when they’re older,” Harte 
said. “I thought it would be 
cool to be together when elec-
tion results were coming in.” 
   What started as just an idea 
grew into a big event with 
community members, staff, 

and students.
   “It grew into what it was 
because of discussions with 
other teachers,” Harte said. 
“Once they started chiming 
in with ideas, we started to 
snowball this into this whole 
big event.”
   While Harte thought the 
event was worth her hard 
work, she admitted it wasn’t 
easy to plan. 
   “I was working with stu-
dents that were not in my 
class and I was working with 
students who weren’t even in 
the building,” Harte said. “I 
didn’t know them so it was 
difficult to keep up the con-
versation.” 
   In the end, it was difficult to 
include the entire community 
purely because of logistics. 
   “We had far more Seaholm 
than Groves participants 
because I’m not in both build-
ings,” Harte said.
   Nonetheless, there was 
ample participation from all 
ends. According to Harte, 
there were 15 students on the 
planning committee, coming 
from all corners of the Groves 
and Seaholm government 
programs. 
   “We started the second week 
of school meeting every Tues-
day after school,” Harte said 
“I had individual meetings 
with students as well.” 
   And though it may seem 
excessive, every moment of 
those few months was re-
quired to pull the entire event 

together. 
   “There were quite a 
number of hours put 
in on the part of the 
students, particularly 
those who worked in 
a room,” Harte said.
   Harte feels strongly 
that she’d like to con-
tinue to hold Election 
Connection every 
four years. In addi-
tion, she hopes to 
organize more events 
that pertain to more 
than just the presi-
dential election.

Photo Courtesy Of The Piper
Senior Chase Lee leads a breakout session discus-
sion as Barb Harte observes.

 TWEETS
Cont. from page 1teacher] is a good person and 

probably feels badly about 
what’s happening.”
   In addition to students, staff 
members like English teacher 
Jane LaBond are supporting 
the teacher as well.
   “I enjoy working with [the 
teacher], and know them to be 
a passionate and knowledge-
able teacher and leader. [The 
teacher] deeply cares about 
our students and their ability 
to think critically about the 
world they inhabit. To that 
end, [the teacher] works very 
hard at getting their students 
to see the world from other 
points of view,” LaBond said 
in an email to the Highlander.
   Grout eventually deleted his 
tweet, but not before his main 
goal had been accomplished; 
to bring these opinionative 
tweets to the attention of the 
public.
   “The main thing I wanted 
my tweet to do was bring 
attention to students and ad-
ministration,” Grout said. “It 
isn’t up to me to decide what 
happens to [the teacher], but 
I knew that the issue would 
be dealt with properly so I 
trusted that administration 
would deal with the issue in 
correct terms.”
   However, Grout had other 
motives for removing the 
tweet as well.
   “Another reason I removed 
the tweet was because Ms. 
Guinn and Dr. Nerad didn’t 
want it getting into the hands 
of the news outlets and bring-
ing too much negative public-
ity to the school. They wanted 
to avoid building up a bad 
reputation for the school as 
a whole just because this one 
teacher did this one thing,” 
Grout said. “Also, I had to 
take into consideration that 
I still have two trimesters 
and a whole year left at this 
school so I had to be careful of 
the possible repercussions of 
leaving it up.”
    The content of the teacher’s 
tweets ranged anywhere from 
his political views, to as-
sumptions about students, to 

his thoughts on the clothing 
choices of some of the stu-
dents, and he even ventured 
to tweet about his thoughts on 
the academic success, or lack 
thereof, of his own students. 
An abundance of tweets were 
said by Grout and his peers to 
have been insulting, yet there 
were some than stood out 
substantially more than oth-
ers. The tweets referenced by 
Grout as offensive to Seaholm 
culture read:
   “Shout out to the kid wear-
ing gear from 3 elite colleges 
today while watching You-
Tube videos instead of writ-
ing. It’s good to dream, kid.” 
(June 9, 2016)
   “#TBT to when I was in 
high school & kids petitioned 
admin to allow shorts in dress 
code. Update: I’ve seen 6 ac-
tual buttcheeks today. By the 
time I retire, folks’ll just be 
walking around in g-strings. 
Now get off my lawn.” (June 
9, 2016)
   “[…] I gave a simple reading 
quiz on recent homework, & 
5 out of 50 white kids passed, 
meaning 90% didn’t do the 
work. And this is in a high-
scoring school where kids go 
off to prestigious colleges. Fat, 
drunk, and stupid is no way to 
go through life, son.” (Novem-
ber 8, 2016)
   In seven continuous tweets, 
the teacher said:
   “Election Day. A junior 
parks his 2016 Range rover in 
the student lot, dons his Make 
America Great Again hat, 
walks into the high school. He 
walks through our school, a 
virtual palace. He could have 
eaten fresh fruit for break-
fast but opted for power bars 
instead. On this 46th day of 
school, he brings his 46th 
bottle of Fuji water. Later, a 
latte. He has used SparkNotes 
instead of reading Animal 
Farm & 1984. (I really wish 
I were making this all up.) 
Later, in my class we’ll learn 
about syllogisms & fallacies. 
He’ll Snapchat and text about 
how dumb school is instead. 
He’ll bully others. He will go 

forth in utter luxury, insisting 
that America is not great. Pay 
attention in class, folks. Then 
vote. You get what you give.” 
(November 8, 2016)
   Grout was correct in assum-
ing that not all Seahlom stu-
dents were aware of the teach-
er’s social media presence. 
Sophomore Cece cousins, a 
student of the teacher’s was 
oblivious to the whole affair.
   “I had [the teacher] during 
first trimester, and at the time 
I had no idea what was going 
on. I didn’t know [the teacher] 
was tweeting inappropriate 
things until I found out that 
they were being suspended,” 
Cousins said. “While I had 
[the teacher] I thought that 
they were a good teacher and 
a good person, but after the 
news came out, my opinion 
kind of changed. I was very 
disappointed.”
   Seeing as the teacher, for the 
time being, is no longer teach-
ing daily at Seaholm, their 
classes have been assigned to 
other teachers in the interim.
   “I’ve seen the issue covered 
by The Detroit Free Press, I 
saw something on CNN, and 
the Birmingham Eccentric, its 
everywhere,” Grout said. “I 
wouldn’t necessarily consider 
this a struggle for the Seaholm 
community, but it’s definitely 
a roadblock. Of course this 
kind of puts a damper on our 
reputation but I think what’s 
positive about this is that ev-
eryone gets to see how we’re 
handling it.”
   The Highlander was unable 
to sit down one-on-one with 
the teacher to discuss the 
issue.
   “I miss my students very 
much,” [the teacher] said 
in an email, “my attorney 
says that I should refrain 
from talking to the press, so 
I apologize that I cannot sit 
down for an interview at this 
time.”
   The student body remains 
unprivileged to the inner-
workings of this issue.
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Student Body Has Varied Reactions to Election
   In the election of 2016, 
Seaholm students were 
rigorously involved. The race 
between democrat Hillary 
Clinton and republican Don-
ald Trump was tight until the 
very finish.
   “There were some kids who 
were totally for one candidate 
or another, but then there 
were a lot of kids who were 
like, ‘I don’t really know what 
I want to do,’” junior Charlie 
Nummer, Co-President to ju-
nior Noah Fritz of the Young 
Conservatives Club.
   Fritz described the environ-
ment he saw in the months 
leading up to Election Night 
on November 8.
   “There was a lot of tension 
in the school, and a lot of kids 
who had differing views didn’t 
really get along,” Fritz said.
   Superintendent of Birming-
ham Public Schools, Dr. Dan-
iel Nerad, noticed the same 
tendencies.
   “Talking as an educator, I 
was worried about the mes-
saging that young children 
were hearing,” Nerad said. 
“We teach young kids to fig-
ure it out, work with people, 
try to find a way to get along, 
and there just appeared to be 
much more tension in this 
election than in the past.”
   Despite the fact that they 
could not vote in this Elec-
tion, passionate stances were 

Melanie Taylor
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

Seaholm Writers 
Professionally Published
Claire Kowalec 
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Grey Wolfe Publishers and 
Birmingham Next hosted a 
launch event for the Seaholm 
Creative Writing classes’ 
newly published book, Clock 
Watchers, on December 5, the 
date of its release.
   Currently, the book can be 
purchased on Grey Wolfe’s 
website, www.GreyWolfePub-
lishing.com, for $15. In the 
coming weeks, Clock Watch-
ers will also become avail-
able on the world-renowned 
website Amazon.com and on 
Amazon Kindle e-readers. 
   Grey Wolfe’s associate 
publisher and editor, Diana 
Plopa, worked with Seaholm 
creative writing teacher Peter 
Shaheen and the student 
authors to produce the book, 
which was a community 
service project formed by 
Seaholm and Next to fund-
raise for Seaholm’s literacy 
programs. 
   “My biggest goal is just to 
show students that writing 
doesn’t have to be tedious, 

it can actually be fun, and it 
doesn’t have to be scary, and 
that you have a lot of latitude 
to play with and really create 
worlds,” Plopa said. “Once 
you learn how to write and 
enjoy the writing process, it 
makes work in the corporate 
world a little bit more fun. 
That’s what I’m hoping to ex-
press to students when I work 
with them.”
   Plopa also gave input re-
garding the writing process 
itself.
   “It’s the same thing we do 
with professional authors as 
well, so this is not any differ-
ent than any other workshop 
that our publishing company 
teaches out in the real world,” 
Plopa said. “What we teach 
students is real-world experi-
ence.”
   The students began to write 
their pieces in a two-week 
long workshop, construct-
ing outlines and taking other 
preparatory measures to or-
ganize their work. Then came 
character development and 
substantiating the plot, fol-
lowed by peer review towards 

the end of the process. 
   The initial idea to publish 
a collection of student pieces 
has been around since last 
spring.
   “Ms. Braun, who runs Next, 
suggested that we come here 
to talk to Next at the writ-
ers’ group and said that they 
published their own book, 
and that there was a publisher 
working with the Next writing 
group,” Shaheen said.  
   The students began writ-
ing their compositions at the 
beginning of the school year. 
Shaheen’s first and third hour 
Creative Writing classes both 
contributed short stories, nar-
ratives, and poetry to the final 
published book. 
   Ally Eick, a Seaholm senior 
this year, read her short story 
to the audience of parents and 
other students at the launch 
event. 
   “I really didn’t think it was 
an opportunity I would have 
my senior year. I always kind 
of thought about it in the 
future, but not really senior 
year in my Honors Creative 
Writing class,” said Eick. “It’s 

kind of stressful, there’s not 
really a deadline, you have 
to push yourself to do it. And 
don’t take the criticism too 
seriously; they’re just trying 
to help you publish your best 
work.”
   Another student author 
at Seaholm, senior Sydney 
Schulte, mentioned her 
surprise at being offered the 
experience.
   “You usually don’t hear of 
that kind of dedication to the 
students and giving them 
these opportunities, so it was 
really nice to have the oppor-
tunity to do it,” Schulte said. 
“It’s definitely a challenge 
because you never really know 
what the final product is going 
to be. So it’s kind of just a sur-
prise to see how it ends up.”
   Plopa shared some advice 
she’d like other Seaholm stu-
dents to hear.
   “Literature is a little bit 
more subjective whereas it’s 
different for everyone, so 
you need to understand that 
walking into it so that you 
don’t get overwhelmed with 
rejection. And the rejection 

is always 
going to 
be there, 
because 
you can’t 
please ev-
erybody,” 
Plopa 
said. “So 
the most 
impor-
tant 
takeaway 
is just 
under-
standing 
there is 
no right 
or wrong 
way, and 
to have 
faith in 
your own 
creativ-
ity.”

Photo Courtesy Of Seaholm Creative Writing Students
Cover art for the newly published book in which students of 
Seahom’s creative writing classes have been published.

Senioritis Strikes Again
Nathan Kest
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   As senior year begins certain 
trends begin to form. Almost 
all seniors go into this year 
with hopes that the rumors 
are true; this year will be a 
“blow off” that requires little 
or no effort to finish off their 
high school career before 
heading off to college. All the 
hard work is already done, 
right?
   All the ACTs and SATs have 
already been taken; the grades 
have already been earned. 
Colleges have already been 
applied to, so what more is 
there to do besides sit back 
and wait for your acceptance 
letters?
   This unique but not rare 
mentality is referred to as 
Senioritis, a so-called physi-
ological term that refers 
to one’s lack of motivation 
and carless mindset as they 
enter senior year. Senioritis is 
evident in the senior class as 
early as when summer ends 
and senior year begins.
   But how big of an issue is 
senioritis, really? Is it some-
thing the school’s admin-
istrators should look into? 
Seaholm’s Assistant Principal, 
Mrs. Stroughter, discussed 
her understandings of se-
nioritis tendencies here at 
Seaholm.
   “Usually senioritis happens 
at the beginning of third tri-
mester, in the spring when it 
starts to get warm,” Straugh-
ter said, “students are a little 
bit lackadaisical, they don’t 
want to necessarily go to class, 
they don’t want to do as-
signments, they start talking 
about how they cant wait until 
it’s time to leave, they say 
they’re ready to go now, they 
wish it was over, those kind of 
things.”
   Mrs. Stroughter also 
touched on Seaholm’s policies 
that ensure seniors keep com-

Jake Lievois
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

ing to class. 
   “We don’t see an increase 
in the number of absences 
here because of the final 
exam thing, that requirement 
keeps them coming to class,” 
Stroughter said, referring to 
the polices requiring students 
to maintain a good attendance 
record in order to be excused 
from their third trimester 
final exams.
   Though Stroughter says 
she begins to see senioritis as 
third trimester approaches, 
some students say differently. 
   Senior Peter Sheehan said 
that would already “self-diag-
nose” himself with senioritis 
this early in the school year.
    “Yes!” Sheehan said, “after 
four years of high school, I’m 
just done with it at this point, 
you know?”
   Senior Sam Buckey, along 
with others, also admitted 
to having a bit of senioritis 
already, too.
   “I just don’t want to be in 
high school anymore,” Buckey 
said.
   Student’s views on the is-
sue are starting to show that 
four years might really be the 
limit for high school. Students 
show excitement and eager-
ness to leave school and head 
off to college. 
   “Freedom from high school 
may just be the best gift I’ve 
ever gotten,” former Seaholm 
Maple Austen Scheer said.
   Senioritis, though common, 
isn’t the case for everybody.
   “Not a chance that I have 
senioritis. I love school and 
have an amazing day every 
time I walk though Seaholm 
High School’s doors,” Senior 
Orion Pederson said.
   Senioritis may not be seen 
in everyone but it is seen in 
the majority of the senior 
class. Depending on how you 
view it, the one good thing 
about senioritis is that when 
you start to feel it, you know 
that the end of your long high 
school career is finally com-
ing to an end, and a new life 
chapter is about to begin.

still taken and supported by 
a large number of students, 
confirmed Fritz and Nummer.
   In addition, the two YCC 
presidents believe already 
present problems in the 
school would have been ex-
acerbated had students been 
allowed to vote.
   “It’s not really our choice 
yet,” Nummer said. “We don’t 
necessarily have a say in it, so 
we can’t be mad at each other 
because we didn’t even vote.”
   As a result, Fritz and Num-
mer agreed in that although 
repercussions of the elec-
tion may have been evident 
through the Seaholm halls, 
nothing too drastic occurred 
nor was anyone in eminent 
danger.
   “I don’t think anyone’s 
safety has been compromised, 
but personal feelings could 
have been,” Fritz said.
   However, liberal student 
senior Nick Confer was in 
disagreement. Confer experi-
enced an incident post-elec-
tion of what he perceived to 
be astounding severity.
   “After the election, another 
student and I decided that 
we wanted to print out anti-
Trump posters because I was 
not happy about the election,” 
Confer said.
   At first, Confer and his 
peer’s posters, carrying 
phrases made popular post-
election like “Dump Trump” 
and “Not my President,” were 
torn down.

   “We printed out more and 
put them up, this time with 
more tape on them, but I 
guess it wasn’t enough tape 
because people were still able 
to write on them,” Confer 
said.
   Confer arrived at his locker 
one morning to see the phrase 
“Heil Trump,” a reference 
to white supremacy and the 
reign of Adolf Hitler over Nazi 
Germany, written on one of 
his signs.
   “I knew people would rip the 
posters down or write things 
on it, I just didn’t know it 
would be that intense,” Confer 
said.
   Nerad believes that presi-
dential elections should be 
taken advantage of by schools.
   “An election, for a school 
district, can be filled with 
all kinds of learning, and it 
should be,” Nerad said. “It 
provides an opportunity in 
classrooms to have a dialogue 
about our society.”
   That being said, Nerad says 
that problems arise when 
dialogues are cut short by the 
inability to discuss important 
topics.
   “People have a right to their 
ideas, but can we stay in a 
conversation about it, or do 
we become so fractured that 
we miss learning from each 
other?” Nerad said.
   All those interviewed be-
lieved that this election was 
notably polarized, mean-
ing both of the major party 

candidates were so far left 
or right respectively on the 
political spectrum. While 
some opted to support third 
party candidates, many felt 
as though they were forced to 
choose one or the other, and 
neither believed they were in 
the majority.
   “As you can see by the mock 
election, Seaholm is split 
pretty even,” Nummer said.
   Days before Election Night, 
Seaholm held a mock election 
in which Trump won by just 
four votes, revealing how truly 
divided the school was. Nerad 
believes this was reflected in 
the community as well.
   “Schools are a microcosm 
of the bigger society,” Nerad 
said. “Those issues play-
ing out in schools are not a 
surprise. Those issues playing 
out in the community are not 
a surprise.”
   Experiences of students 
following the election ranged 
from that of Confer to those 
of Nummer and Fritz. In the 
end though, the country is not 
in ruins, and important issues 
have been brought to the 
national table.
   “I’ve been watching elec-
tions for a long time,” Nerad 
said. “You always look at it 
as an opportunity to hear 
differing views, but that won’t 
cause me to change my view 
that we can and should all get 
along.”

Photo Courtesy Of Emma Goodman
Pictured is the sign on Confer’s locker after someone who re-
mains unknown wrote a reference to white supremacy on it.
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Philosophy can be confusing. 
With a haughty reputation 
and a penchant for being 
thrown around by preten-
tious snobs, it doesn’t initial-
ly seem to present itself as re-
latable. But believe it or not 
you, yes, you at home, can 
take a peice of even the most 
abstract philosophies and 
utilize them in your daily life. 
The best life lessons for you 
depend on you life, of course, 
but in this article I will 
introduce (or further clarify, 
if you’re already familiar) 
two of my favorite life les-
sons from those philosophers 
known as existentialists.
1. Angoisse

   Let us begin with the one 
thing that all of our fast 
paced, deadline fueled lives 
are littered with. French 
philosopher Jean Paul Sartre 
refers to it as angoisse, that 
is anxiety, or anguish. Most 

Quick, it’s Quiz Time! 
Question 1: What is the largest amount 
of people that can fit in a Mini Coo-
per?
a.) 5
b.) 15
c.) 27
d.) 69
Question 2: What school has the #1 
mineral database in the world?
a.) Harvard University
b.) University of Arizona
c.) Darthmouth College
d.) Yale University

Question 5: What is Jeff Fisher’s ca-
reer winning percentage as a head 
coach?
a.) .382
b.) .500
c.) .510
d.) .802

Question 3: Who is the only American 
president to never get married?
a.) Millard Fillmore
b.) James Buchanan
c.) Barb Harte
d.) William Taft

Question 4: How long is the longest 
Nyan Cat video on youtube?
a.) 7 hours
b.) 15 hours 
c.) 1 Day, 12 hours
d.) 2 days, 2 hours

Answers: 
c,b,b,d,c

Hey...people. This is a quiz, that you can finish quickly. Take this quiz.

John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

  Few 
things 
are more 
important 
to me than 
music, 
and since 
starting at 
Seaholm in 
the fall of 
2013, countless high-profile, 
critically acclaimed albums 
and projects have been re-
leased. These releases helped 
shape my four years at 
Seaholm, and in honor of my 
final issue on the Highlander, 
I will be ranking the ten best 
albums I’ve heard, running 
from our first days of high 
school in September 2013, to 
our last days in May 2017. 
Please keep in mind that this 
list is 100% my opinion (I’m 
talking to you, Kendrick La-
mar stans).

   10. Stoney – 
Post Malone
Released: Beginning of win-
ter, senior year (December 9, 
2016)

   Alright, I get that starting 
any top 10 list with a Post 
Malone album is a bad look, 
but hear me out. This album 
is a bit of a guilty pleasure 
for me. Stoney’s low points 
are almost hilariously low 
(“Go Flex” is supposed to be 
an emotional folk song about 
how he just wants to show off 
his gold teeth to everyone), 
but Malone’s rap/sing com-
bination works well on other 
tracks, and at only 21 years 
old, he has the potential to be 
a big time mainstream artist 
in the future.

Highlights: No Option, Con-
gratulations, Up There

   9. Oxymoron – 
Schoolboy Q 
Released: Middle of freshman 
year (February 25, 2014)

   2014 was a very, very bad 
year for hip-hop. In a year 
where Macklemore won a 
Grammy for Best Rap Album 
(“Grammy-winner Mackl-
emore” is a real oxymoron), 
Oxymoron was one of the 
lone bright spots. Critics have 
cited Q’s aggressive lyrics 
and gang-life subject matter 

as positives. Schoolboy does 
west coast gangsta rap of the 
past proud on this album.

Highlights: Collard Greens, 
Hell of a Night, Man of the 
Year

   8. Tetsuo & 
Youth – Lupe 
Fiasco
Released: The day after MLK 
Jr. Day, sophomore year 
(January 20, 2015)

   Lupe Fiasco’s work has 
never really gotten the respect 
it deserves, and this album is 
no different. A well-thought-
out concept album, Fiasco 
incorporates an overarch-
ing narrative throughout 
the entire project. Perhaps 
the most impressive part of 
Tetsuo & Youth is “Mural” – a 
nine-minute journey with no 
chorus that sees some of the 
most vivid imagery in recent 
hip-hop history.

Highlights: Mural, Dots & 
Lines, Deliver

See SOUNDTRACK / Pg. 6

of us would give our left hand 
to lessen it, but how do we go 
about doing that? 
   To solve a problem we must 
first define it. So let’s define a 
word by defining even more 
words. Martin Heidegger 
sums up a central concept 
of his philosophy with a few 
words in his native german: 
das sein, roughly translated 
to “existence” or “the being” 
or “being-in-the-world” and 
it’s opposite das nichts: “the 
nothing”; non-existence. To 
be or not to be, if you will. In 
Being and Time, Heidegger 
points out that “when Angst 
[anxiety] has quieted down, 
in our everyday way of talking 
we are accustomed to ‘it was 
really nothing.’” Through 
this, he comes to the conclu-
sion that what causes these 
feelings must be something 
apart from the rest of the 
somethings around us. To 
Heidegger, “The threat is... 
indefinite...what angst is 
anxious about is being-in-the-
world itself.”

    That is to say, it is our own 
act being and the uncertainty 
which surrounds it that causes 
our feelings of anxiety. In “Be-
ing and Nothingness” the pre-
viously mentioned Jean Paul 
Sartre compares anxiety to 
the vertego one may get while 

looking off of a cliff; most 
of the discomfort comes not 
from fear of falling, but fear of 
jumping. Sartre says “A situ-
ation provokes fear if there is 
a possibility of my life being 
changed from without; my 
being provokes anguish to the 

extent that I distrust myself 
and my own reactions in that 
situation.” In other words, 
anxiety comes not from fear 
of exterior forces, but from 
fear of ourselves and our own 
abilities. While these men 
give us no definite answer of 

how we should approach our 
angoisse, they show us that 
the answer is fundamentally 
inside ourselves. That brings 
us to our next point, the path 
of growth that Heidegger 
believed follows the realiza-
tion of this personal freedom: 

authenticity. 

2. Authenticity and the Oth-
ers: Eigentlichkeit v. Unei-
gentlichkeit 

   Before we revisit Heidegger 
and his aggressively German 
compound words, let’s visit 
Simone de Beauvoir, author of 
The Second Sex, and her less 
well known but still notable 
Ethics of Ambiguity, which 
sums up a few main concept 
of existentialism in a much 
more digestible way. In Part II 
of the essay, entitled “Person-
al Freedom and Others”, de 
Beauvoir says that we are all 
born into a world with rules 
and customs we had no part 
in choosing. In our childhood, 
we take these rules as given 
fact, not yet understanding 
the concept of opinion. She 
refers to this as the “infantile 
world” as it “very rare for 
[it] to maintain itself beyond 
adolescence.” 
   Upon coming of age one 
“discovers his subjectivity; he 

Life Advice from an Existentialist
““The threat is... in-
definite...what angst 
is anxious about is 

being-in-the-world it-
self.”

- Martin Heidegger

discovers that of others.” At 
this point, one is faced with a 
choice: accept the roles and 
live as (as de Beauvoir refers 
to it) a “sub-man” and reject 
his human condition or live 
to “make oneself”. Similar to 
this is Heidegger’s eigentlich-
keit and uneigentlichkeit (I 
warned you). Uneigentlichkeit 
is the unauthentic life, one 
defined by das gerede (the 
Chatter). It is a life in which 
one defines themselves by the 
expectations and presump-
tions of others. Eigentlichkeit, 
on the other hand, if a life 
where one fully accepts their 
own freedom and it is the only 
way that Heidegger believes 
we can lead a truly happy life. 
So what do you think? Do 
angoisse and uneigentlich-
keit plague your life? Maybe 
lend some time to Jean Paul 
Satre, Martin Heidegger, and 
Simone de Beauvoir. These 
abstract thinkers might just 
have the most grounding phi-
losophy’s of all.
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Get Out 
of the 

Bubble
   Students in the Birmingham 
school district are extremely 
privileged for numerous 
reasons, the most important 
being that they have access to 
some of the best public edu-
cation in Michigan. According 
to the U.S. News and World 
Report, Ernest W. Seaholm 
High School is ranked num-
ber 6 in the top public high 
schools in the state. 
   Unfortunately, many 
students don’t recognize just 
how privileged they and their 
peers are. The inhabitants 
of Birmingham, Michigan 
sometimes spend their entire 
lives within the area dubbed 
“the Birmingham bubble”, 
and never venture into the 
world around them. Howev-
er, college offers an incredible 
opportunity to step outside of 
this bubble and get a differ-
ent perspective on the people 
whom they interact and com-
municate with. The majority 
of colleges and universities 
also offer study abroad, which 
heightens that opportunity. 
   In the 2011-2012 school 
year, the most popular places 
for students from the Uni-
versity of Michigan to study 
abroad were Spain, Italy, Ger-
many, the United Kingdom, 
China, and France. Although 
the majority of these coun-
tries are within Europe, there 
are hundreds of countries all 
around the world to visit in 
many large college programs. 
   One big reason to study 
abroad if it’s available is to 
work on a language. Many 
Seaholm students are prob-
ably familiar with the mantra 
that being fluent in a lan-
guage helps immensely when 
job-searching. Although 
taking formal classes is a 
great way to get ahold of the 
grammatical aspect, spoken 
fluency only comes through 
practice. The absolute best 
way to practice is to become 
fully submerged in a culture 
or place where constant 
speech is forced. 
   Even if a student isn’t 
studying a foreign language, 
visiting other countries 
can help with the English 
language as well. Different 
English-speaking parts of the 
world have different phrases 
and ways to communicate, 
and getting exposure to that 
is also an interesting experi-
ence. 
   Another reason to study 
abroad is because of the ex-
posure it offers. The best way 
to get out of “the Birmingham 
bubble” is simply to leave, 
and what better place to go 
than to a different country or 
continent? Being in a differ-
ent country exposes students 
to different cultures and 
groups of people. If a student 
visits a western country, they 
would still be exposed to dif-
ferent customs, foods, words, 
and dress than in the United 
States. Gaining a different 
perspective on the world is 
one of the most valuable and 
life-changing events that can 
happen in a person’s life. 
   If it’s available, studying 
abroad is truly the way to go. 
And there’s always the pos-
sibility that this will be the 
only opportunity an indi-
vidual has to visit a certain 
country. Even though the 
students from this area are 
privileged and lucky to be in 
Birmingham, an opportunity 
like spending a semester 
abroad doesn’t present itself 
often, and it may be the only 
time that people are given the 
experience. Studying abroad 
expands horizons and gives 
students insight that wouldn’t 
be possible in Birmingham, 
Michigan, or even the United 
States. And although there’s 
no place like home, Spain 
sounds pretty cool too.

Kassie White
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Your Life Depends on College
   Ah college. It’s the most 
important and defining mo-
ment of your life. Students 
spend their whole easy lives, 
coasting through a rigorous 
schedule, playing multiple 
grueling sports, and main-
taining a social life just to give 
them the blessing which is a 
good college. Sometimes the 
unfocused and unmotivated 
modern teenage mind finds 
that this schedule gets too 
hard, and thinks this whole 
“college-thing” isn’t really 
worth it. Well, I am here to 
tell you it totally is, for rea-
sons your puny teenage brain 
can’t comprehend right now. 
   First off, there’s literally 
nothing that you can learn in 
high school that is applicable 
to real life. All good, valuable 
life lessons are taught in col-

lege by college professors. It’s 
no wonder that the prestige 
and rigor of the college you’re 
admitted to is directly cor-
related to the success and 
happiness in life. College 
professors are so 
knowledgeable 
and qualified 
that teaching the 
advanced cur-
riculum for your 
unintelligent 
and unworthy 
mind whilst 
keeping you 
entertained and 
happy is a mere 
cake-walk for 
them. 
   The epic par-
ties at college 
have been culturally iconic in 
America, and become the ulti-
mate goal of any high schooler 
looking to have a good time. If 
the incredibly skilled profes-
sors can’t make your ungrate-

ful self happy, then there is 
no doubt that the awesome, 
mega-frat-parties will turn 
your life into rainbows and 
sunshine. Fraternity parties 
are an easy way to incubate 

a safe and inclusive environ-
ment in which everyone can 
have fun.
   Some people complain 
about the cost of college, but 
that’s just stupid. I couldn’t 

be more grateful to spend 
$70,000 a year at my pro-
spective universities in Cali-
fornia, myself. How can you 
put a price on an education, 
especially a college educa-

tion? The les-
sons one learns 
at university 
are invaluable 
and price-
less. Even if a 
student is in an 
unfavourable 
socioeconomic 
condition, they 
can always take 
out a student 
loan. Student 
loans are easy 
to take out and 
pay back...most 

people who take out student 
loans pay it back before they 
die. 
   However, the most impor-
tant and valuable thing a col-
lege can give you is a degree. 

 All good, valuable life lessons 
are taught in college by college 
professors. It’s no wonder that 

the prestige and rigor of the 
college you’re admitted to is 

directly correlated to the suc-
cess and happiness in life.

Degrees equal respect, and 
the more prestigious a degree 
the more respect you get. How 
else is one to get respect but 
spend hundreds of thousands 
of dollars at college in order to 
gain as many degrees as you 
can? If you don’t take any-
thing out of college, at least 
you have a piece of paper that 
says you’re a smart person. 
   College is the machine 
which turns dumb, immature 
high school students into ma-
ture and responsible adults. 
There’s no other way for a 
person to lead a fulfilling and 
successive life than by attend-
ing a university and working 
for a degree. Whether it is the 
heightened social life, or the 
omniscient professors that 
make up the faculty, college 
is the best thing in the history 
of anything. Anyone who still 
is deciding it’s not for them 
is weak and dumb. Trust me, 
you’re gonna love it. It’s great. 

Quick, it’s a Quiz! 
Question 1: How many Hooters
are in the state of Michigan?
a.) 9
b.) 18
c.) 27
d.) Not enough.

Question 2: Which player from 
Dwyane Wade’s college team 
went professional with him?
a.) Travis Diener
b.) Carmelo Anthony
c.) Peja Stojakovic
d.) Barb Harte

Question 5: How do you spell 
“curb” in British English?
a.) Kerb
b.) Kurb
c.) Curb
d.) Cerb

Question 3: How do you say 
“apricot” in Italian?
a.) Pomodoro
b.) Rugoso
c.) Ananas
d.) Albicocca

Question 4: What language did 
our number system originate 
from?
a.) Arabic
b.) English 
c.) French
d.) Latin

Answers: 
b, a, d, a, a

Hey, folks: Max Joelson here, serving up some vital trivia knowledge. Good luck!

   When you 
hear the 
words ‘sex-
ual assault’,  
what do you 
think? 
I think peo-
ple imagine 
girls in 
dresses that are too short be-
ing picked up in a white van 
while walking somewhere. 
But I imagine something dif-
ferent.
   Maybe it could be a girl 
walking home in baggy jeans 
and an old school t-shirt that 
she happened to find in her 
closet that morning. Maybe 
it could be a boy in basket-
ball shorts and a sports team 
t-shirt. Although sexual as-
sault is sensationalized, and 
the media portrays a crime 
against girls, pretty girls, and 
no one else, you simply never 
know who is being victimized 
by these types of crimes.
Yes, there seems to be appeal 
to girls in short dresses or a 
crop top and short shorts, and 
it’s because of today’s society.  
With the pictures of mod-
els and actors in little to no 
clothes, dressing like that has 
become the norm.
   But it’s not always the 
victims fault. In all honesty, it 
almost never is. These crimes 
can happen for many reasons.
 It could be because the at-
tacker is angry or lonely.    
   Sometimes they’re under the 
influence of something.  
   Maybe the attacker is trying 
to get back at someone for a 
way they’ve personally been 
wronged. And sometimes 
the reason can be as trite as 
a dare or a bet. It may not al-

ways happen to get attention, 
but the attacker may also be 
depressed and doesn’t know 
how to feel love other than 
to force it upon someone. It’s 
not a good reason, but it could 
and does happen.
   Some people, I think, don’t 
realize that it’s sexual assault 
until it’s actually happened 
and there’s no way to reverse 
it. 
   Or possibly the fact that the 
victim is blinded by the at-
tackers good looks or some-
thing they said when they first 
met. They think what they feel 
is real love or they want to be 
more then what they are.
   I feel like if I were in this 
situation I would freeze and 
not know what to do. I feel 
as if my brain would tell me 
this is a bad idea, but I would 
be too scared to move or say 
something to the person.
  This happens everywhere 
and the victims don’t know 
how to tell someone or are too 
scared to say something. It’s 
very unfortunate for someone 
to be scared to tell someone 
or to ask for help. People need 
to know that it happens more 
than it’s reported. Sometimes 
people don’t report until 
many years after it has hap-
pened.
   Either way it’s horrible. 
It’s not right at all. There are 
laws to stop this kind of thing 
to happen, but if people are 
too scared to say something, 
how are we supposed to know 
it’s happening? Maybe the 
innocent felt like they were 
threatened or they are scared 
if there attacker goes to jail 
when they get out they will be 
triggered to do something to 
them or to someone they care 
about. 

More Than 
You Know
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Ana Davis
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Max Joelson
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com
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2016 in Review
According to John Dolan and Max Joelson

Top 5 Albums  

1.  Frank Ocean - Ivy - Blonde is almost entirely comprised of 
gems. However, no song shows off his voice’s beauty and versatility quite like Ivy. He ma-
nipulates his voice to sound child-like in his personal ballad about childhood love. Provided 
the tone of his voice, and aesthetic of the song, this is the most skillful performance of the 
year.

2. Kanye West - No More Parties in LA - The 
smooth soul sound of “Suzy Thundertussy” by Junie Morrison provides a perfect backdrop 
to spit any verse onto.  Along with West brings in some great samples, and a lengthy verse 
from Kendrick Lamar to create really the perfect song for any atmosphere.  

3. Young Thug - With Them - There is no song that will 
get you energized like this. I don’t care if the melodies are trash, or if it isn’t very musically 
sound. At the end of the day music is about the emotions and moods they instill in you, and 
this song is the epitome of that idea. 

4. NxWorries - Lyk Dis - Off of the Duo of Anderson .Paak & 
Knxwledge’s smooth, relaxed soul album, this track provides a great mix of various moods 
and energies while staying true to that smooth soul sound. Knxwledge brings a smooth, 
soulful beat that allows Anderson .Paak to show off his unique vocals and singing style. 

5. Lance Skiiiwalker - Stockholm - Not many peo-
ple are gonna know this song or possibly not even going to appreciate this song, but you’re 
already knee-deep in this list and can tell I am not afraid to stray away from popular or 
mainstream. Lance Skiiiwalker is a rapper, singer and producer for TDE, and was rumoured 
for a long time not to exist. This 4:00 song is broken up into three parts, and has a beat is 
comprised of the sound a phone with no connection. This song shows the possibilities music 
can bring when a creative mind who understands music is at the helm of recording. 

Top 5 Songs John Says:
1. Pt. 2 – Kanye West
Panda didn’t become Panda until this song. I remember my first listen of Pablo when this song 
came on. “No way! Kanye’s got Future on this album too?” I later figured out that this wasn’t 
Future, it was 18-year-old Brooklyn “rapper” Desiigner. A couple weeks later, and “Panda” is 
the number one song in the country. The power of Kanye, man.

2. This Girl – Kungs
Probably the most fire song I’ve ever heard in my life. Absolutely electric. I don’t really know 
who Kungs is, apparently he’s some French guy, but he absolutely murdered this song. If you 
haven’t heard it listen to it now.

3. One Dance – Drake
While the radio brutally killed this song by playing it once every five minutes, this is still a 
good, impressive song by Drake. He brought dancehall music back to the mainstream, and 
even as a hardcore hip-hop fan (most are Drake haters), I appreciate the talent that he has, 
and the quality of music he puts out.

4. Pink + White – Frank Ocean
Pink + White is simply a good song that everybody can enjoy. The beat features the kind of 
relaxed piano you’d expect to hear in the lobby of a Ritz-Carlton, and the lyrics are deep and 
meaningful, touching on subjects such as the recovery in Frank’s native New Orleans from 
Hurricane Katrina. When I heard this song, I knew Frank Ocean was back.

5. Closer – The Chainsmokers
I am as tired of this song as all of you. It got offensively overplayed. Still, you all remember 
how good you thought it was the first time you heard it. Also, who the hell told the dude from 
The Chainsmokers he could sing? That was a definite mistake.

Max Says:

1.  Frank Ocean - Blonde - This work (along with Endless) 
was surrounded by over a year of conjecture, impatience and anger. Almost five years after 
the release of Channel ORANGE, Ocean came out with Blonde, a minimalist pop record. The 
years of work, and months spent correcting the smallest perfections shows for Ocean, and re-
sulted in unique and gorgeous album that breaks almost all modern direction of music. Frank 
Ocean’s raw vocal ability and flawless lyricism show the skill and sheer talent he possesses as 
an artist.
Highlights: Ivy, Solo, Self-Control

2.  Danny Brown - Atrocity Exhibition - 
Danny Brown once claimed he could rap over two pans smashing together. This album, 
Brown’s third commercial release, totally supports his claim, redefines not only hip-hop but 
music, and was received very well by critics all over the country. Brown takes the industrial 
and experimental hip-hop paved out by bands like Death Grips, and leans on the vaulted 
beats of British producers like The Alchemist to create this iconic record. 
Highlights: Really Doe (feat. Ab-Soul, Kendrick Lamar, Earl Sweatshirt), Lost, Pneumonia

3.  Kendrick Lamar - untitled unmas-
tered.
A B-Side tracklist and collection of songs over the years collectively became one of the more 
smooth jazz-influenced rap albums of the decade. It’s rare that an eclectic, unmastered group 
of tracks sound so good but Kendrick really pulls through with a great sound and message 
here.
Highlights: untitled 02 | 06.23.2014., untitled 07 | 2014-2016, untitled 08 | 09.06.2014.

4.  Tribe Called Quest - We Got It from 
Here... Thank You 4 Your Service 
For millions of people who ask the skies where hip-hop was gone, the iconic group gave them 
one more classic to keep their hopes alive. Tribe successfully shows why their original style of 
hip-hop was so pioneering and still relevant today; whilst delving into more modern inter-
pretations of hip-hop. This record features original Tribe family, like Busta Rhymes, and also 
includes the modern hip-hop icons like King Kendrick Lamar and Anderson .Paak. 
Highlights: We the People…, Conrad Tokyo, Ego

5.  Young Thug - Slime Season 3 - This collection of 
bangers is one of many releases for Thugger this year, but pace and unique energy he brings 
on SS3 places it above most for me. I understand the criticisms people have of Young Thug, 
but his artistic progression is unparalleled by anyone in the music industry currently. Young 
Thug continually uses his unique voice and style of music to redefine what we consider “an 
enjoyable sound” and comes through with eight bangers.
Highlights: With Them, Drippin’, Tattoos

1.  The Life of Pablo – Kanye West
Whether it’s the choir in Ultralight Beam, the drop in Father Stretch My Hands, Pt. 1, the hypnotic, 
head-nod-inducing beat switch up in Famous, or the final 20 seconds in Waves, The Life of Pablo is full 
of moments that blew my mind. It is without a doubt the hottest album of 2016.
Highlights: Ultralight Beam, Waves, Real Friends

2. We Got it from Here… Thank You 4 
Your Service – A Tribe Called Quest
Is it 1993 or 2016? I was expecting a mailed-in final attempt at money from the 90s rap 
group, but I was blown away at how they managed to elevate their sound 26 years after their 
first album. Tribe closed out their run with an album that would make the late Phife Dawg 
proud, and one of the best true hip-hop albums of this century.
Highlights: A Space Program, Whateva Will Be, Conrad Tokyo
 3. Blonde – Frank Ocean
In a day and age where anybody and everybody will compromise the artistic integrity of their 
work to make it mainstream, Frank did the opposite. Everything in this album is cohesive 
and strategically placed, whether it’s a phone message from Frank’s mom or an entire song by 
Andre 3000. Let’s hope it doesn’t take another five years for him to make another album.
Highlights: Nikes, Pink + White, Nights

4. Birds in the Trap Sing McKnight – 
Travis Scott
While I preferred his 2015 debut Rodeo, Birds let every hip-hop fan know that Travis is here 
to stay. His music is dark for the most part; Travis is a mysterious night owl who loves to 
chronicle his crazy nights through music. His autotuned flow is hypnotic and always leaves 
me wanting more. 2017 should be a huge year for Travis Scott.
Highlights: the ends, through the late night, wonderful

5. Starboy – The Weeknd
With Starboy, The Weeknd has entered the mainstream. Abel’s new album is very poppy, 
something that his hardcore fans have voiced disdain about. While he may have sold out, this 
isn’t just your average pop album. It’s a GOOD pop album. The Weeknd is done being the 
underground R&B singer whose music gets played during one night stands after a night out 
at the club in Toronto. He’s going for something bigger: becoming the pop superstar of this 
generation.
Highlights: Reminder, Rockin’, Six Feet Under
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Artist Spotlight: Jola Grows
Melanie Taylor 
News Editor
shshighlandenews@gmail.com

   Senior Jola Hymeti’s expe-
rience with art at Seaholm 
can be condensed into a 
single word: growth. Such has 
been a theme of her entire 
art career. From childhood, 
art has guided Hymeti, and 
as she nears graduation, she 
finds that art has shaped her 
perceptions.
   “It’s just one of those 
things I’ve always done,” 
Hymeti said. “During recess 
in Elementary school I would 
draw pictures for people. 
Some kids stop once they get 
to a certain age, and I just 
never did.”
   In fact, it was really the 
opposite. Hymeti recounted 
that her recreational love for 
drawing was fostered by the 
more advanced art programs 
she entered into as she 
moved through school.
   “Taking art classes is what 
made me really love it and 
made me want to keep go-
ing,” Hymeti said. “When I 
went to middle school, I was 
like ‘oh this is something 
I like,’ so I took more art 
classes than I needed to, but 
high school is when I really 
started getting into it.”
   Teacher and mentor of Hy-
meti’s, Elizabeth Moyer, has 
been working with Hymeti 
since she entered Seaholm.
   “She just always seemed re-
ally friendly and interested,” 
Moyer said.
   Moyer distinctly remembers 
her unique first impression of 
Hymeti.
   “She was just so laid back 
about the process that I re-
member being surprised that 
she was taking in everything,” 
Moyer said. “It seemed like 
she was not as serious of a 
student at first, but then I 
saw her work.”
   And from there, Hymeti’s 
quality of work has only gone 
up.
   “Art is something that 
pushes me,” Hymeti said. “It 
doesn’t come super easy to 
me so I still have to work at 
it.”
   Moyer confirms that Hy-
meti is continuously working 
to improve.
   “She has done so much 
work, that as she has con-
tinued to produce art pieces, 
they’ve gotten more and more 
detailed, dramatic and excit-
ing to look at,” Moyer said.
   Hymeti has dipped her toes 
into practically every medium 
of art offered in the Seaholm 
course catalog.
   “I do a little bit of every-
thing and this year I’ve 
widened what I do,” Hymeti 
said. “I took AP Studio Art 
last trimester, and with that 

   Seaholm’s students have 
been known to excel in 
many fields of study: athlet-
ics, academics, hobbies, and 
interests. Among the wide 
variety of interests found 
within our student body, 
piloting may be among the 
most exotic. Seaholm’s Senior 
Nick O’Reilly-Treter has been 
interested in flying since he 
was young. He has been flying 
airplanes for 2 years and is 
already preparing for a future 
in aviation.
   “I had a few pilots in the 
family, but I don’t really know 
how I picked it up, I just al-
ways knew it’s what I wanted 
to do,” Treter said. 
   His support group stems 
from his two uncles who are 
pilots and his grandpa who 
has a private piloting license. 
   “[My parents] are very sup-
portive. My mom was a little 
hesitant of me soloing at first 
because she didn’t like the 
idea of me flying alone when I 
was 16, but after I did my first 
solo they settled down a little 
bit,” Treter said.
   Thanks to all this support, 

Treter has so far 
received the op-
portunity to fly four 
different kinds of 
planes through his 
flight lessons. He 
is already prepar-
ing for his future: 
taking lessons and 
reading from mate-
rial to move him 
along the long pro-
cess of becoming a 
commercial pilot. 
   “I take flight les-
sons right now and 
I study on my own. 
I have a bunch 
of books to study 
from for the written 
test you have to 
take,” Treter said. 
“There’s a written 
test, a verbal test, 
and a check flight 
in the airplane 
where you go. You 
have an instruc-
tor come up in the 
plane with you and 
tests you on ma-
neuvers, landings 
and stuff like that, similar to a 
drivers test.” 
   Treter also had an excellent 
understanding of the neces-
sary requirements needed to 
achieve his goals.
   “To get your pilots license, 

the minimum amount of 
hours you need is 40 and 
I believe you have to be 17 
years old,” Treter said. “You 
also have to pass all the tests 
I talked about. You have to 
have a minimum of 3 night 
flying hours and a minimum 

you can’t just copy something 
and draw it. You have to come 
up with your own ideas.”
   Moyer said that it is not 
unusual for Seaholm students 
to explore the diversity of the 
school’s art program.
   “I get a lot of students who 
like to sample different class-
es, and then they find one 
they want to go into more,” 
Moyer said.
   For Hymeti, that was draw-
ing. What is special about her, 
though, is that she has not 
retreated back to the safety 
of her preferred medium. She 
instead challenges herself to 
develop skills in other areas 
that will then translate into 
drawing as well.
   “I paint sometimes,” Hymeti 
said. “That’s what I’m do-
ing right now, but that’s also 
something that I’m not used 
to.”
   After having been assigned 

to draw fruit last trimester, 
Hymeti decided she was dis-
satisfied moving onto another 
subject so soon. As a result, 
Hymeti is currently devoting 
her efforts towards drawing 
and painting peaches.
   However, Hymeti doubts 
that her augmented sense of 
motivation would exist with-
out a structured curriculum in 
which it could flourish.
   “If I didn’t have an art pro-
gram, I don’t think I would 
have the incentive to go home 
and teach myself what Ms. 
Moyer and other teachers 
have taught me in school,” 
Hymeti said.
   In addition, Hymeti empha-
sizes the importance of the 
opportunity Seaholm students 
receive to explore art in all its 
facets.
   “I think it’s important to 
have a strong art program 
and have creativity in school,” 

Hymeti said. “If you don’t, it’s 
very rigid. You never branch 
out and think differently.”
   Hymeti entered Seaholm 
ready to cultivate her skills, 
and that is exactly what hap-
pened.
   “Her skill has developed by 
a combination of her con-
fidence and her practice,” 
Moyer said. “Because she’s 
gotten more confident, she’s 
taken on things that are more 
challenging.”
   Hymeti described that her 
favorite piece of artwork from 
her time at Seaholm was a 
drawing of a butterfly on a 
flower that began as a picture 
she’d taken and then recre-
ated.
   Impeccably, when Moyer 
was asked to speak about 
Hymeti, she referenced that 
same piece as evidence of her 
growth as an artist.
   “She has one piece that is 

out in the 
hall show-
case of a 
butterfly 
where you 
can see 
through 
the wings 
to the 
flower 
below it,” 
Moyer 
said. “She 
always 
surprises 
people 
with how 
in-depth 
and de-
tailed her 
work can 
be.”
   Hymeti 
felt the 
same way.
   “I think 
that’s one 
of my 
favorites 
because 
it was the 
first time 
I used 
colored 
pencils,” 
Hymeti 
said. “It 
was new 
for me, 
something 
different. 
I don’t 
know if 
it’s my 
best work, 
but I like 
how it 
shows my 
progres-
sion.”
   Hymeti 

shared 
that art, 
for her, 
will of-
tentimes 

result in a certain frustration. 
Nevertheless, she knows that 
frustration can be channeled 
and turned into one of her 
favorite sensations that art 
brings: serenity.
   “I get focused in on it and 
I don’t have to worry about 
anything else,” Hymeti said. 
“If you want it to look good, 
you have to focus. Art makes 
me forget about everything 
else that I’m doing because 
you have to be in the mo-
ment.”
   It is that calmness that 
Moyer believes will be missed 
next year as Hymeti leaves 
Seaholm.
   “Some students who are at 
that high level are intense,” 
Moyer said. “She brings a fun, 
laid-back quality to the class.”
   Hymeti recognizes that 
art has permanently shaped 
her life in ways completely 
unrelated to the physical act 

of creating it.
   “Art has taught me to take 
my time, especially when I 
find myself frustrated with a 
piece I’m working on and just 
want to give up on it,” Hymeti 
said. “If I want to make qual-
ity work, despite what Ms. 
Moyer says the due date is, I 
have to be patient and see it 
through.”
   Hymeti sees this phenom-
enon not just in herself, but 
in the majority of students 
passing through Seaholm’s art 
program.
   “I think it’s natural to want 
to see the finished product of 
anything you do instantly,” 
Hymeti said. “But having to 
working on a single piece of 
art for weeks and weeks with-
out knowing how it’s going to 
come together at the end has 
challenged that mind set.”
   Not only does Hymeti in-
spire her peers during class, 
but also she has taken on the 
vice presidency of Art Club 
this year, and continues to 
disseminate her levelheaded-
ness through that outlet as 
well.
   “I like having art club,” Hy-
meti said. “It’s doing some-
thing I love, which is art, but 
you’re also helping people and 
spreading art to people who 
even at this school don’t really 
talk about art.”
   Hymeti described that 
the purpose of art club is to 
spread art throughout the 
school, but recently the club 
has taken to unconventional 
ways of fulfilling that mission. 
For example, just this past 
year, fundraisers and movie 
screenings occupied their 
agenda.
   “I joined Art Club last year 
because I didn’t even know 
Seaholm had an art club,” 
Hymeti said. “Generally in 
school, it’s not too creative of 
an atmosphere, but life isn’t 
just logical thinking. You also 
need that side of your brain 
that is coming up with your 
own ideas.”
   After four years, or argu-
ably a lifetime, of growth, 
none doubt Hymeti’s artistic 
ability. While she does not 
plan to pursue art as a career, 
she does hope to intertwine it 
with her life.
   “I know that whatever she 
goes into after high school, 
she’ll have this as part of her 
life,” Moyer said.
   At this point, Hymeti and 
art are inseparable.
   “Art is cool and anyone who 
tells you differently is a liar,” 
Hymeti said.
 

of 10 solo hours. Most people 
have around 60 hours before 
they get their license.”
   Being passionate about 
flying provides a very clear 
career path for Treter. He 
wants to move on to a college 
that will support his interests. 

Nick O’Reilly Treter Flies High
Ari Theodore
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Luke Hardig
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo courtesy of Nick O’Reily Treter 
Nick O’Reilly-Treter and his instructer stand in front of the plane they fly. 

   “I’m going to col-
lege with an aviation 
program. I’m look-
ing into places like 
Purdue or Western 
Michigan; they both 
have really good 
ones. Ohio State 
also has a really 
good program that 
I’m looking into 
but I haven’t quite 
decided yet,” Treter 
said.
   His college plans 
and major prefer-
ences have also 
fallen together right 
in front of him.
   “I want to earn 
a degree in what’s 
called Aviation 
Flight Science, in 
which you earn all of 
your piloting licens-
es. There’s about 
4 or 5 of them that 
you need in order to 
become an airline 

pilot. You can earn 
those through a 
regular university 

called Part 141. You get those 
and become a flight instruc-
tor for around 9 months to a 
year to build up your hours 
and with the part 141 univer-
sity your minimum required 
flight time to become a pilot 

Photos  by Melanie Taylor
Top: Jola Hymeti wokring on her drawing of peaches.

Bottom: Yola Hymeti’s finished piece.

gets lowered from 1500 hours 
down to 1000.”
   Treter’s ultimate goal is 
to become a pilot for Delta, 
however he said that it’s going 
to take a lot of practice, study-
ing, and overall experience to 
reach this goal. 
   “I’m aiming to be a captain 
on the plane that I want to fly 
by the time I’m around fifty-
years-old,” Treter said.
   But Treter wasn’t always a 
natural flyer; he faced some 
pains when he first started 
flying.
   “During my first flight, I 
was terrified and it was awful. 
But then it was the weirdest 
thing: as soon as I took off, 
all the fear went away. It’s 
kind of surreal looking out the 
window and realizing you’re 
flying,” Treter said.
   Treter explained that he 
doesn’t think flying is danger-
ous at all. 
   “It’s a lot different flying 
the plane than it is sitting in 
the back,” Treter said. “When 
you’re sitting in the back 
there’s always something 
going through your head but 
when you’re flying the plane 
none of that goes through 
your head, it’s just second 
nature to me now. I don’t re-
ally worry too much when I’m 
in the air.”
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    At Seaholm, an effort is 
made to try and make Diver-
sity stand out 
and accept ev-
erybody from 
every culture. 
The Seaholm 
Diversity Club 
has been try-
ing to make a 
difference in 
our commu-
nity by uniting 
everyone of 
different race, 
sexual orien-
tation, gender, 
ethnicity, and 
more. 
   Some activi-
ties that the 
Diversity Club 
participates 
in are student 
exchange pro-
grams, field 
trips to De-
troit and other 
places, ethnic 
food fairs, and 
more. 
   The Diver-
sity Club is run 
by President 
Nathan Kest, a 
senior at Seaholm. 
   “During Sophomore year, I 
wanted a club to get involved 
in and stick with,” Kest said. 
“The Diversity Club just reso-
nated with me because I’ve 
always had a lot of diverse 
friends, and being Jewish 
myself I wanted to contrib-
ute.” 
   The Diversity Club has 
meetings every other week 
on Tuesdays after school. A 
usual Diversity Club meeting 
mainly consists of discussions 
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and planning service oppor-
tunities. Co-president, and 
highly active member of the 
club, Ailiyah Sesi, helps run 
these meetings. 
   “We come in and talk about 
anything that was on the 
news about race, economical 

differences, and that kind of 
stuff, and try and talk about 
that. We try to make it a very 
comfortable place for every-
one to come if they want to,” 
Sesi said. 
   The teacher sponsor of the 
Diversity Club is Scott Craig, 
a government class teacher at 
Seaholm. Mr. Craig has been 
the teacher sponsor of the Di-
versity Club for over 20 years, 
before it was even called the 
Diversity Club.
   “I had an idea to take 

Birmingham kids to other 
schools and we used to go to 
Detroit schools such as Mum-
ford High School,” Craig said.
   This sparked his idea to 
start school exchanges and 
culture tours.

   The Diver-
sity Club had 
a field trip at 
the end of last 
year to down-
town Detroit. 
    “It is sort 
of a racial 
history tour, 
highlighting 
the good and 
the bad parts 
of Detroit,” 
Craig said. 
   These field 
trips help 
show students 
in the Diver-
sity Club how 
Detroit has 
gone downhill 
in some parts 
and uphill in 
other parts.
   Coming 
up soon, 
there will 
be a school 
exchange 
program with 
Oak Park 

High School. 
Some students 

from Seaholm will shadow at 
Oak Park High School for a 
day, and some Oak Park stu-
dents will shadow at Seaholm.
   “We think it would be good 
to show students here what 
the environment at other 
schools in other areas is. Kids 
from Seaholm can also show 
Oak Park students the ropes 
of a Birmingham School,” 
Kest said. 
   The Diversity Club is always 
looking for new members, 
and is excited and encourages 
anyone to join if they wish to. 

Photos by Nathan Kest
Photos from the Diversity Club’s field trip to Detroit. 

Working Doggone Hard

   Dogs are man’s best friend 
and are also turning into 
man’s greatest helper. Dogs 
have worked their way into 
the medical field, but now, 
some already have a stable 
nine to five job. 
   Such is the case with Bart 
Liblang, a Golden Retriever 
who is the official greeter for 
the Liblang law firm, located 
at 346 Park St.
   “During the day, [Bart] 
greets people as they get off 
the elevator and often sits 
with clients through meet-
ings and depositions. He 
also wanders from office 
to office to get petted and 
make employees smile,” Dani 
Liblang, Bart’s owner and a 
lawyer at the Liblang law firm 
said. “When he’s not making 
the rounds or visiting with 
clients, he is usually in my of-
fice or right outside my office 
door.”
    Bart first came into Li-
blang’s life as a Christmas 
present from her colleagues. 
   “I had another golden 
retriever before Bart named 
Jillian. Jillian lived to be 16 
years old and I was really sad 
after she died, so my friends 
thought I needed a puppy 
to cheer me up. They were 
right!” Liblang said.
   Liblang’s previous building 
did not allow for dogs, so she 
would only bring Jullian in 
after hours.
   “We own the building on 
Park Street where we are 
now, so now we get to set the 
rules. In addition to Bart, my 
paralegal, Eileen Wheeler, 
brings her dog, Willow, to 
work. The personal trainer 
who works downstairs, Karen 
Toellen, sometimes brings 
her dog, Oakley, with her. 

Sometimes our clients will 
bring their dogs to meetings 
with us,” Liblang said.
   Bart has been working at the 
firm for eight years, ever since 
he was two, and has become 
something of a local celeb-
rity around the area, receiv-
ing plenty of presents from 
admirers.
   “[Bart] gets everything 
from homemade dog cook-
ies to stuff toys. The cookies, 
of course, get eaten pretty 
quickly. The toys, however, 
are in a big toy basket in my 
office,” Liblang said.
   Liblang originally brought 
Bart to work for some happi-
ness.
   “Bart really enjoys being 
around people and I really 
enjoy being around him. Law 
firms    can be pretty stressful 
places to work. Bart brings 
a little lightheartedness into 
our work lives at the office,” 
Liblang said.
    “For most clients, Bart is 
a comfort and makes them 
smile. I think Bart helps 
people relax and feel calmer,” 
Liblang said. “Sometimes 
Bart will come into the client 
meeting and act as a therapy 
dog for the client who might 
be nervous or upset. Bart is 
very good at making people 
feel better.”
   Therese Scarpace, a thera-
pist certified by the Academy 
of Certified Social Work-
ers, noted that dogs can be 
extremely helpful in times of 
emotional distress.
   “A dog can not only mini-
mize the strong and some-
times negative emotions that 
can present themselves in 
situations, but they can help 
the person lower heart rate 
and control breathing,” Scar-
pace said. “Petting a dog and 
the dog responding uncon-
ditionally to the connection 
supports the person.”
   Christine Roth, a psychia-
trist at Henry Ford Hospital, 
said animal therapy is ex-

tremely effective.
   “A lot of research has been 
done to show animals have 
a very calming effect, and 
can help people recover from 
traumatic events. Being 
around animals is effective, 
and is part of a good therapy 
treatment. It’s really impor-
tant,” Roth said. 
   Scarpace has worked with 
many of her patients to help 
them get therapy dogs.
   “I had a client who at the 
age of 12 became paralyzed 
from the waist down.  There 
were so many changes/ad-
aptations this client had to 
make.  Due to her young age, 
a therapy dog was in question.  
This young lady was deter-
mined to adapt to everything 
in her life.  She felt strongly 
that a therapy dog would help 
her in that goal,” Scarpace 
said. “We worked through 
many issues and advocated 
the best we could with her 
leading the way.  Not only 
did she get her therapy dog, 
but that dog graduated with a 
degree from college when she 
did.  Her dog was her friend, 
her protector, and her cheer-
leader.”
   Not all dogs come with 
such a friendly disposition 
towards new people. Eden 
Caducio owns two dogs, Jack 
(a Boston pug mix) and Tia (a 
chihuahua).
   “When I come home, [Jack 
and Tia] bark and get excited, 
and Jack tries to trip me. [The 
dogs] are mean to guests, and 
usually try to bite people who 
enter the house,” Caducio 
said. “I could never imagine 
them greeting people at an 
office. They would be fired 
instantly.”
   Nevertheless, no matter the 
temperament and disposition 
of man’s best friend, people 
love their dogs.
   “Life would be really boring 
without my dogs,” Caducio 
said.

Taryn Case
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CRIME ON CAMPUS

ADVICE FROM 
STAFF

Crime 
TIMELINE: 

2000's-TodaY

On Monday November 28, eleven students and faculty members were injured in a violent attack taking place 
on Ohio State University's campus. This is just one of the most recent violent crimes committed on col-
lege campuses across america. The Highlander explores the most concerning of these crimes, and Seaholm 

Staff members advise the graduating class of 2017 advancing onto higher education next year.

“For girls in their situation, two 
things; always be aware in your 
situation, and have a friend- some-
one who’s looking out for you. You 
just should not take chances 
with your safety. For everybody, 
just a whole sense of knowing 
what’s going on around you, know-
ing where you are, what possible 
hazards exist in any situation. It’s 
just part of our world now.”
-Kyle Hall, Assistant Principal

“When I was in college, I found it 
comforting that there were certain 
stations with blue lights on the 
tops, and if you were in danger, 
you could push the button and it 
would call for help.”
-Stacy Olsen, Seaholm Teacher

“Be aware of your surround-
ings at all times. Be aware of 
the time of day, be aware of place, 
don’t go anywhere in which you 
are unfamiliar with anyone for 
whom you are unfamiliar with.”
-Peter Smith, Seaholm Teacher

“Be alert of your surrondings, 
practice the “buddy system,” take 
an uber. And if a situation or sur-
ronding gives you bad vibes, trust 
your insticts and find help or 
head somewhere safe.”
-Judith Stahl, College Counselor

Which UNIVERSI-TIES have THE MOST INCIDENTS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT?*
1.) Brown University
	 43	cases	confirmed	in	2015

1.) University of 
     Connecticut
	 43	cases	confirmed	in	2015

3.) Dartmouth College
	 42	cases	confirmed	in	2015

4.) Wesleyan University
	 37	cases	confirmed	in	2015

5.) University of Virginia
	 35	cases	confirmed	in	2015

6.) Harvard University
	 33	cases	confirmed	in	2015

7.) University of North  
     Carolina
	 32	cases	confirmed	in	2015

7.) Rutgers University
	 32	cases	confirmed	in	2015

9.) University of Vermont 
	 27	cases	confirmed	in	2015	

10.) Stanford University
	 26	cases	confirmed	in	2015

Which MIchi
gan 

UNIVERSITIE
S Are 

the most 

dangerous?*
* 

“I have a codeword with my 
friends so if something is wrong 
and we don’t want to make things 
uncomfortable, someone just says 
“clementine,” which means it’s 
time to go.”
-Maddie Bautz, Wayne State 

**Based on the cases of on-campus burglary, 
weapon law arrests, and aggravated assault. 
Information gathered from each respective 
Campus’ Annual Security Reports. Population 
has been accounted for.

1.) Michigan State 
University

2.) Central Michigan 
University

3.) Kalamazoo College

4.) The University of                                               
Michigan

5.) Western Michigan    
University

6.) Wayne State 
University

7.) Grand Valley State 
University

“Think about the choices you will 
make and the possible outcomes. 
And then think about what 
the 30-year-old version of 
you would say to the 19-year-
old you regarding some of those 
choices.	Make	your	30-year-old	
self proud.”
-Eric Bruns, Seaholm Teacher

August 28, 2000 - 
University of Arkansas
A recently dropped graduate 
student walks into his advi-
sor’s office, shoots and kills 
him, then shoots himself.

January 16, 2002* - 
Appalachian School of Law
A student facing suspension 
runs through campus, shoot-
ing the dean, a professor, 
and a student. Three were 
wounded in addition to the 
three killed.April 16, 2007* - 

Virginia Tech
A man walks through a 
dorm, killing 32 students, 
faculty, and staff before kill-
ing himself. More than 30 
others were injured.

February 14, 2008* - 
Northern Illinois University
An alumni enters a lecture hall 
and shoots 21 people. 6 died in 
total including the shooter.

January 18, 2015 - 
Stanford University
A student at Stanford rapes a 
woman at a party. The case 
is finally brought forward in 
June of 2016. He is ruled to 
be jailed for six months, but 
is let out after three.

November 28, 2016 - 
Ohio State University
A student drives his car into 
pedestrians on a sidewalk. 
Exiting the car, he begins 
to stab them with a butcher 
knife, injuring 11 students 
and faculty members. 

Ana Davis
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

*Data from the Washington Post

October 2, 2015* -
Umpqua Community College
A man walks into a classroom and 
kills nine students as well as the 
professor. At least seven more are 
injured.

*The FBI labels 
mass murders 
as when three or 
more people die, 
not including the 
attacker.

By: Caroline Owens and Ana Davis

How much do you think you know 
about the safety measures taken 
at your top choice school?*

How much does campus safety 
impact your decision when 
applying to colleges?*

*Percentages 
were taken from 
an online poll 
of 23 seniors at 
Seaholm.
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Photo Courtesy of the Seaholm Girls Swim Team
The Maples celebrate their state championship victory on November 19.

The 2016 Seahom Girls Swim 
Team took home their first 
state championship title since 
1997, also making it the first 
win for head coach, Karl 
Hodgson, as a head coach of 
the team. 
The strong senior class of the 
state team had high expecta-
tions heading into the state 
meet which took place at 
Eastern Michigan University 
on November 18-19, 2016. 
The Seaholm Girls exceeded 
those expectations when they 
brought home the state title 
this fall. The girls totaled a 
score of 287.5 points to finish 
37.5 points ahead of Dexter. 
The team this year was 
coached by head coach Karl 
Hodgson, and assistants 
Dan Yuhn and Ellen Koseck. 
Koseck swam for Seaholm 
and was a member of the 
state team all four years of 
her high school career; she 
graduated from Seaholm in 
2011 and graduated from the 
University of Michigan in 
2015. Koseck really hit it off 
with every single one of the 
team members. Being on the 
younger side, she was able to 
relate to all the swimmers on 
a more personal level.
The coaches had high expec-
tations for this year’s team, 
and high hopes for the group 
of seniors on the state team; 
five of which had been state 
team members together for 
all four years. But no less 
than the whole team had 
shown dedication and a pas-
sion for winning throughout 
the entire season.
For the seniors, it was a 
goal they had been working 
toward for four years. And 
for the rest of the team, it was 
something they all wanted 
equally as bad. 
“Winning states was abso-
lutely amazing and a dream 
come true. Our grade has 

Nick Lang
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Winnin’ Swimmin’ Women

     Coming off another historic 
season under tenured Coach 
January Hladki, the Girls’ 
Basketball Team have failed 
to fill the large expectations 
that last season gave them. 
   The girls have had a shaky 
start, resulting in a current 
0-6 record.
   The 
team’s 
lack of 
perfor-
mance 
isn’t from 
poor 
coaching 
or a lack 
of talent, 
but from 
a series 
of unfor-
tunate 
injuries 
to key 
players. 
In the 
preseason, standout Point 
Guard Mackenzie Harbort 
suffered an ACL injury which 
practically leaves her benched 
the whole season, and starting 
Power Forward Paige Hartwig 
is also likely benched for the 
remainder of the season after 
suffering torn ligaments in 
her back.
   Despite the bad luck, and 
rocky start, Coach Hladki 
remains optimistic about the 
season ahead. 
   “We have eight seniors 
and they’re going to step 
up,” Hladki said. “We are a 
year older and have a lot less 
teaching to do this year.” 
   The initial start to the sea-
son has made many question 
the potential of the team, but 
the team still plans to make 
their anticipated run at the 
district title this year.  “The 
goals never change... we want 
to beat groves, win our divi-
sion, and make a run at the 
district title,” Hladki said. 
   In the past, where the 
Maples were able to lean 
heavily on the star-power of 
Harbort, the players will now 

have to focus on a more team-
oriented style of play. 
   “Like last year we have a 
lot of talent, but what really 
stands out is our team chem-
istry,” Hladki said. 
   This environment of cama-
raderie has been a corner-
stone of the Girls’ Basketball 
team, and its constant pres-
ence is supported by the 

morale of the players. 
   “My favorite part about this 
team is the people,” Junior 
Audrey Anton said. “I love 
coming to practice every day 
because I am with all my 
friends and we make it fun 
while working hard.” 
   The Maples believe that 
their chemistry and unity will 
give them the push to fulfill 
their goals this season. They 
made it imperative to become 
strong as a whole and get 
everyone involved. 
   Losing Mackenzie was a 
major setback, but Hladki is 
confident that the girl’s will 
persevere and respond well to 
adversity. 
  The Maples have already 
traversed a tough schedule, 
the majority of their games 
being against teams one and 
two divisions above their own, 
but they still hope to make it 
back on track to where they 
expected to be. 
   The team still has three of 
the five starters last season, 
Seniors Caroline Owens, Dana 
Hoerman, and Wendy Wilkin-

son, and hope their experi-
ence will be able to take them 
far into the playoffs despite 
their rough start. 
   “I hope we can scrimmage 
and play the right teams so 
we are prepared for a team 
like Marian if we meet them 
in the playoffs,” senior cap-
tain Dana Hoerman said. 
   Hoerman has been a force 

in the post 
for the 
Maples 
over the 
course of 
the last 
two sea-
sons, and 
is expected 
to raise 
her stat-
line in the 
absence 
of Mack-

enzie. 
She is 
confident 
that their 

tough games pre-league play 
will serve them better post-
season.
   “Our biggest issue last year 
was coming out flat against 
a high caliber team,” Hoer-
man said. “However, I think 
we can still do well without 
Mackenzie.”
   Hoerman’s ideas were 
reflective of the mood rest of 
the team; the Maples are con-
fident in both their individual 
skills and team play. 
   The team is looking to 
improve their record this 
season. 
  “Dana should put up a lot of 
points, and everyone will be-
come more involved whether 
it is defense, scoring or 
rebounding,” senior captain 
Paige Hartwig said. “We want 
to be really good. The deter-
mination level is very high.” 
   The Maples should have 
no issue finding a rhythm 
later on in the season, once 
the girls get more games 
under their belts. Look for 
the Maples to make a serious 
run at the district title come 
wintertime. 

Girls Basketball Looks to 
Rebound after Rocky Start

Top 5 Athletes and 
Sports Teams of 2016

been reaching towards this 
goal for four years and to win 
our senior year is so awe-
some,” senior Allie Russell 
said. 
Russell was a crucial part of 
Seaholm’s success at the State 
meet. Both of her relay teams 
fin- ished in first place 

and also broke two 
school 

records; something you don’t 
see everyday. Individually, 
Russell placed second in the 
200-meter individual medley 
and second in the 100-meter 
breaststroke. Russell will 
carry her successful swim-
ming career with her as she 
plans to swim for Harvard in 
the fall of 2017.
“Winning the state champion-
ship was something that this 
team has wanted to do for a 

long time. It’s very cool to see 
the dedication to the sport 
pay off for the girls,” Assistant 
Coach Dan Yuhn said. 
Junior Haley Dolan was also 
a major secret weapon for 
the team this year. She blew 
things out of park when she 
finished first in the 50-meter 

freestyle. Dolan was ranked 

first going into prelims, came 
out on top after prelims, and 
finished up the job by com-
ing in first in the finals with a 
time of 22.72 seconds.
For Dolan, the preparation 
leading up to the meet was 
what made such a difference 
for the team.
“The toughest part was most 
definitely the training leading 
up to states. We had really 
difficult practices for a few 

weeks before states, and that’s 
very physically exhausting. At 
states, it’s hard to continue to 
perform at your best in every 
race, and I think my team did 
extremely well with that and 
helped contribute to our win,” 
Dolan said.
Going into the meet,   
se- nior captain 

Nichole 

McMaster had faith that the 
team could take first place. 
“Going into states, we all 
knew we had a chance to 
win, and I was so excited to 
get in the pool and race for 
my school alongside my best 
friends,” McMaster said.
McMaster swam the back-
stroke leg on the winning and 
record-breaking medley relay. 
She also swam the individ-

ual 100-meter freestyle and 
100-meter backstroke. 
For sophomore Cece Cousins, 
seeing the hard work pay off 
for her teammates was what 
made winning the state cham-
pionship so special.
“Winning states was such an 
incredible moment, I’ll never 
forget it. Every day for the 
past few months I’ve 
seen my 

friends and 
my 

teammates work so hard, and 
to see it all pay off in the end 
is something truly amazing,” 
Cousins said.
Cousins swam both the 200 
and 500-meter freestyle at the 
state meet. 
Senior captain Grace Guevara 
had high expectations for the 
team heading into the meet as 
well. For Guevara, the most 
stressful part was trying not to 
let her team down. 
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“The toughest part of the state 
meet was being so stressed 
out because I didn’t want to 
let my team down,” Guavara 
said.
As seen by the results, Gua-
vara did everything but let the 
team down. She took 12th in 
the 100-meter butterfly with 
a time of 59.63 seconds, also 
breaking her own personal 
goal by one minute. Along 
with Guavara, there were two 
other Seaholm swimmers 
who also broke their goals 
by one minute: sophomore 
Grace Girdler placing 11th 
with a time of 59.59 seconds, 
and sophomore Sarah Thome 
placing 15th with a time of 
59.85 seconds.
The state team members not 
previously mentioned in the 
article are as follows:
Senior Ava Suchara swam 
the 100-meter freestyle and 
was a leg on the 400-meter 
freestyle relay that took 6th 
place. Senior captain Lauren 
Roovers was a part of the 
mega-group of swimmers who 
swam the 100-meter butterfly, 
along with sophomore Isa-
bella Scrafano, and freshman 
Lexi Greenburger. Junior 
Anne Doherty and freshman 
Gigi Hoppen both swam the 
100-meter breaststoke. Soph-
omore Claire Riddell from IA 
swam the 100-meter freestyle. 
Freshman Virginia Backus 
swam the 100-meter freestyle 
and was a leg on the 400-me-
ter freestyle relay. Freshman 
Marissa Thome swam the 200 
and 500-meter freestyle. 
The high expectations of the 
team will not die down for 
next year’s team, this year’s 
juniors and underclassmen 
hope to keep the legacy going 
and to bring home another 
state title. 

1. LeBron James
I pretty much already said everything to be said. Dude literally won a championship in Cleve-
land. Unheard of stuff. LeBron’s 2016 cemented his place as the 2nd greatest player of all time, 
and a win vs. the super team Warriors this year could possibly make him the greatest.

2. Kris Bryant
In only his second season, the 24-year-old golden boy won NL MVP and brought a World 
Series title to the Cubs for the first time since 1908. He’s just getting started. Kris Bryant will 
dominate the MLB for the next decade.

3. Lamar Jackson
Lamar absolutely set the world on fire during the 2016 college football season. While his team 
may not have been elite, Jackson won games by himself, scoring 51 total touchdowns on 3,390 
passing yards and 1,538 rushing yards. Nothing’s stopping him from winning the Heisman 
again next year.

4. Matthew Stafford
Go read my column from the September issue of the Highlander. I told you all the Lions would 
be good and that Stafford is elite. I called this. Stafford is the MVP of the league and I already 
know I’m going to be furious when he inevitably gets snubbed come February.

5. Ezekiel Elliott
Zeke dominates at every level he plays at. After demolishing every defender in the NCAA, 
Elliott got drafted into the best situation possible, playing behind the best line in football in 
Dallas. Zeke can hurdle you, he can run past you, and he can run through you. 

John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

Athletes:

Teams:1. Cleveland Cavaliers
LeBron James literally saved a city. James and the Cavs defeated the ultra-evil Golden State 
Warriors in a 7 game series in June that captured the attention of virtually the entire nation 
and capturing Cleveland’s first major sports championship since 1962.
Studs: LeBron James, Kyrie Irving, Kevin Love

2. Chicago Cubs
The curse is over! For the first time since 1908 the Cubs won the World Series, in yet another 7 
game series that had the entire country on the edge of their seats. With the best lineup in base-
ball and many players that haven’t even hit their prime yet, the Cubs are here to stay.
Studs: Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, Jake Arrieta

3. Alabama Crimson Tide
The Tide won the 2015 National Championship in January, and followed up by going 13-0 in 
the 2016 season charging into the College Football Playoff. Sorry folks, but Alabama isn’t going 
anywhere. Their continued success has become a snooze fest.
Studs: Jalen Hurts, ArDarius Stewart, Jonathan Allen

4. Golden State Warriors
Even I can admit these guys are good. I hate them though. Steph Curry and his damn mouth-
guard are infuriating, Kevin Durant is literally the biggest pansy in the history of sports, Dray-
mond Green kicks people in the nether region, and Klay Thompson, uh, looks like Squidward’s 
house. They’re good now, but we’ll see what happens come the NBA Finals.
Studs: Steph Curry, Klay Thompson, Kevin Durant

5. Detroit Lions
I put them here before the loss to the Giants this past Sunday andI’m sticking with them, even 
though I’ll admit I’m very nervous. The Lions choked in their toughest game of the year, and 
now move on to a huge Monday Night game at the team with the best record in the league, the 
Dallas Cowboys. One win and they’re in. It’ll be nervewreaking, but I think the Lions will pull it 
off.
Studs: Matthew Stafford, Darius Slay, Matt Prater

Max Joelson
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of MI Prep Zone
The Girls’ Basketball team faces Waterford Mott in their home opener.
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Boys Basketball Ready For Big Year

Photo By Max Joelson
The girls perform during halftime of the boys basketball game on Thursday, December 16.

   When our Seaholm foot-
ball players kick back and 
relax after their season, our 
halftime performers pick up 
the pace. And this is far more 
than just a halftime dance; 
this is the real deal.
   Seaholm’s Maple Motion 
Dance Team has just begun 
their competitive season, 
though their training has yet 
to come to a halt since June 
of 2016.
  “We start our season in the 
beginning of June, and we 
don’t end until the follow-
ing March,” senior captain 
Monika Gerber said. “We’re 
together almost all year.”
   Mamo’s biggest and most 
important competition of the 
season is Nationals. Nationals 
are held in Orlando, Florida, 
and will be taking place this 
year during February 3-5. The 
team has major plans for how 
to fill their time until then.
   “I believe that this competi-
tive season will be the best 
one yet, and I believe we will 
place very well at Nationals. 
I have so much confidence in 
this team because everyone 
is extremely motivated and 
all the girls hold incredible 
talents,” senior captain Anne 
Bryant said.
   The team is feeling strong 
as they move forward in their 
competition season.
   “I am feeling optimistic, 
because we still have a lot of 
work to do. But with all of 

Mamo Season Continues Into Winter
our hard work that goes into 
every practice, I know we will 
be able to pull it together for a 
win!” Gerber said.
   From now until February, 
the team will be working hard 
to achieve their final goals.
   “Our team goal is to qualify 
for either the 
semis or finals 
at Nationals. 
We hope to feel 
confident in our 
placement at 
competition, and 
we also really 
hope for some 
support from 
our Seaholm 
classmates,” 
Gerber said.
   “Our main 
goals for this 
season trickle 
down to our Na-
tionals results; 
we are aiming to 
make semis or 
finals. In order 
to achieve this, 
though, we need 
to work on 
dancing as one. 
I believe we 
can reach our 
goal,” Coburn 
said.
   “Though our goal is to qual-
ify for the semis or finals at 
Nationals, I will be more than 
happy just knowing that we 
all did the very best we could, 
regardless of the outcome,” 
Bryant said.
   The 2016-17 team is led 
by captains Monika Gerber, 

Anne Bryant, and Sarah Co-
burn. The three seniors take 
tremendous pride in leading 
this team and hope to lead 
them to a victory.
   “It means a lot to me to be 
captain. As captains we have 
the responsibly to keep fifteen 

girls focused, plan fun events, 
and make up the dances and 
routines for the team,” Gerber 
said.
   Being a captain means 
something different to each of 
them, but all of their feelings 
stem from the same type of 
honor.

   “I am very honored to be 
one of the captains. We help 
keep things in line and orga-
nized. I also love being able to 
do small gestures for the team 
because it makes them joyful. 
I enjoy being a leader of the 
team,” Coburn said.

   “What it means to be a cap-
tain is not only being a leader 
of the team  but also always 
being there for them and 
doing whatever is necessary 
to see the team succeed. I am 
incredibly honored to be one 
of the three amazing captains 
of this team. I truly love every 

single one of these girls,” Bry-
ant said.
   The team took fourth place 
in jazz and sixth place in 
pom at their first competi-
tion back in November. In 
their second competition that 
took place on December 10, 

the team took 
both first and 
second place. 
The team’s 
determination 
to only increase 
their success is 
surely showing 
through.
   With two com-
petitions under 
their belts, they 
are confident 
as they move 
forward in the 
season.
   “Based on our 
first and second 
competition, I 
know that we 
will keep doing 
better and better 
with each one,” 
Coburn said.
   The team 
knows they can 
always improve.
   “I believe that 
there is some 

work to be done with our 
team, but I also believe that 
we are more than capable of 
pulling it all together for a 
win,” Bryant said.
   The girls have more compe-
titions to come.
   “I think this season will 
end on a good note. We are a 

very passionate, hardwork-
ing team. We believe in one 
another so deeply because 
each one of us has so much 
potential,” Coburn said.
   In and outside of the train-
ing, the team is a very close-
knit group of girls that help 
keep each other motivated 
and on their feet.
   “I think our team is one the 
closest teams at Seaholm. Our 
season lasts almost all year, 
and we are with each other 
practically every day inside 
and outside of Mamo. I love 
my team dearly, they mean so 
much to me,” Coburn said.
   Aside from their training 
and dancing on the court, the 
team spends a lot of recreato-
inal time together doing fun 
things.
   “Our team is incredibly 
close. Yes, there are ups and 
downs, just like every other 
team of teenage girls,” Bry-
ant said, “but we love each 
other nonetheless. All the 
girls mean the world to me.”
   The girls consider each 
other as best freinds in and 
out of season.
   “Out team is very, very 
close. We spend around 
twelve to fifteen hours a week 
together, including going out 
to eat and just hanging out 
with each other,” Gerber said.
   “We set our goals high and 
we strive to achieve them,” 
Coburn said.

BU Cheer’s Got Spirit!
Melanie Taylor
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

   Cheer, relatively new to 
Seaholm’s athletic program, 
is still working to develop a 
strong reputation. In hopes 
of achieving that goal, the 
Seaholm athletes entered into 
the winter competitive season 
alongside Groves cheerleaders 
to form the inaugural Bir-
mingham United varsity cheer 
team.
 “We’d like to see cheerlead-
ing become a community at 
all levels: the youth program, 
Birmingham Patriots, pro-
grams at the middle school, 
and forming programs at the 
high school,” Head Coach Me-
lissa Nancy said. “By combin-
ing, we hope to work toward 
that vision.”
   Nancy has been coaching 
cheer in Birmingham for six 
years now. In that time, Nan-

cy has had the privilege of as-
sisting many talented athletes 
in reaching their potential.
   Nancy channels that which 
she had learned during her 
high school cheer experiences 
into helping Seaholm, and now 
Birmingham, athletes foster 
their talent.
   “I didn’t make the cheerlead-
ing team in seventh and eighth 
grade, and I was devastated 
and heartbroken. I tried out 
again in ninth grade, which 
was crazy. Why would you 
not make something twice 
and then try out again? But I 
made the team and cheered all 
through high school,” Nancy 
said. “I ended up being pulled 
up to varsity, and we made 
it all the way to state finals. I 
could have missed that whole 
experience if I had given up 
when I was told no.”
   Nancy also attributes the 
success of her coaching to the 

natural abilities, both physi-
cally and character-wise, of 
the athletes that have passed 
through the program.
   “Last year we graduated 
some really awesome seniors 
who really introduced a sense 
of determination into the pro-
gram,” Nancy said. “They real-
ly wanted to take the program 
and made it successful. They 
led to building that culture, 
and now our upperclassmen 
are keeping that around.”
   Last season, Seaholm’s com-
petitive cheer team placed first 
for the first time at a regional 
competition. Nancy believes 
milestones of that sort, estab-
lished by the now alumni, still 
act as motivation for the cur-
rent team.
   Sophomore Jordan Schnei-
der has been cheering all 
her life, but just joined the 
Seaholm team for their sideline 
season this past fall. Schneider 

noted the impact the class of 
2016 has on the Birmingham 
United team.
   “I’m really looking forward to 
working up to the expectation 
of last year’s cheer team where 
they won first place,” Schneider 
said.
   Coming off of last season’s 
momentum, all the logistics of 
forming a Birmingham United 
team slid into place with ease.
   “It was a lot smoother of a 
transition than we could have 
anticipated,” Nancy said. “The 
athletes that formed the Bir-
mingham United team were 
leaders on their respective 
Groves or Seaholm teams, so 
when you have great kids with 
great leadership values, they 
know the value of teamwork.”
   Nancy revealed that commu-
nication in this time of transi-
tion was key.
   “We’ve had a lot of chats 
where we sit down and talk 

about ‘Who do we want to be 
as Birmingham United: in 
our community, at our high 
schools, in the cheer world?’” 
Nancy said. “Sometimes just 
bringing that to the forefront 
and talking about it every day 
and making that part of your 
reality can help you come 
together as a team.”
   This season, due to 
Seaholm’s success, Birming-
ham cheer has moved up into 
the White division. How-
ever, though the Birmingham 
United program does carry 
remnants of Seaholm’s his-
tory with it, Nancy insists that 
those components will not 
define the team.
“As a team, we don’t want to 
focus too much on Seaholm’s 
scores from past seasons,” 
Nancy said. “We just want 
to be better than we were at 
the last competition. We try 
to make sure that we’re not 

focusing on others, but instead 
we’re focusing on being the best 
versions of ourselves.”
   That being said, Nancy still 
anticipates that Birmingham 
United cheer will be a force to 
reckon with from now until 
January, the end of its competi-
tive season.
   “When we go out and are 
competing against other D1 
programs, we want to give the 
athletes that are participating in 
the program the best chance to 
be successful,” Nancy said.
   No matter how this season pans 
out, it is sure to be historical, 
as the inaugural Birmingham 
United varsity cheer team is 
introduced.
   “We’re doing something for the 
first time, something that’s new, 
and we’re doing it together,” 
Nancy said.

Ava Suchara
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

   What’s done is done. Don’t 
bring up last year to the 
Maples, they’ve moved on.
   “We have to put last year 
behind us,” Seaholm Boys 
Basketball Head Coach Mi-
chael DeGeeter said.
   So far, they have. Coming 
off a tough 2015-2016 sea-
son, the Maples have already 
reached half of last year’s win 
total through four games. The 
expectation for this team is to 
keep that going.
   “I expect us to contend for 
a league and district cham-
pionship with this team,” 
DeGeeter said.
   The main catalyst for the 
Maples is junior forward 
Brady Flynn. Flynn saw time 
on the varsity squad down low 
as a sophomore last year, but 
has moved to the wing and 
starting five this year. Flynn 
has taken a huge step this 
year, averaging 21 points and 
over 10 rebounds per game so 
far. His coach spoke about his 
growth.
   “Brady is relentless,” De-
Geeter said. “He’s our best 
player. If you go to LA Fitness 
at five in the morning, you’ll 
find Brady Flynn there.”
   While Flynn’s hard work 
in the offseason may be a big 
part of his improved play, 
Flynn also believes he’s taken 
mental strides.
   “I’m a lot more confident in 
myself this year,” Flynn said. 
   Playing such a huge role on 

the team, 
Flynn is 
a natural 
leader. De-
Geeter said 
he leads by 
example.
   “He’s a 
leader in 
action, not 
words,” 
DeGeeter 
said. “His 
teammates 
watch him 
and equal 
his physical-
ity.”
   Flynn 
echoed that 
he tries his 
best to lead 
by example.
   “I work as 
hard as I can 
because I 
know every-
one’s going 
to have 
their eyes 
on me,” 
Flynn said. 
“When 
they see me working my hard-
est, that’s the best way to get 
everybody working hard.”
   The 2016-17 Maples are one 
of the tallest teams in Seaholm 
history, with virtually the 
entire roster standing over 6’0” 
tall, and a handful of play-
ers standing 6’5” and above. 
Because of this height, the 
Maples came into the season 
without a true point guard. 

Senior Liam Neel, who played 
forward last year, offered to fill 
that role.
   “My motivation was to do 
whatever it takes to help the 
team succeed,” Neel said. “I 
saw we needed help there, and 
I figured I could fill the role. 
My teammates believed in me, 
and it made me confident in 
making the switch.”
   Neel, a captain on the team, 
has played basketball his entire 

life and gone through four 
years of the Seaholm Basket-
ball program. As he enters 
his senior season, he and 
his fellow seniors know the 
importance of this last year.
   “We’ve worked really hard 
the past four years to get to 
where we are today,” Neel 
said. “This team is special. 
The trust and brotherhood 
we have together, combined 
with the talent we have will 

take us to 
levels we 
haven’t 
reached in 
the past few 
years.”
   Fellow se-
nior captain 
Max Clark 
agrees with 
Neel that 
this group is 
improved.
   “The big-
gest differ-
ence this 
year is our 
physicality,” 
Clark said. 
“We’re more 
aggressive 
than I’ve 
ever seen us. 
As a captain 
I always try 
to play my 
heart out and 
get my team 
to follow.”
   The Maples 
grabbed a 
huge out-of-
conference 

victory on Tuesday Decem-
ber 13 at Brother Rice in a 
hostile rivalry game. The 
Maples found themselves 
down 9 points with only 2 
minutes left in the game, 
looking destined for a loss 
in the ever-so-important 
only meeting of the season 
between the teams. The 
Maples began to rally in the 
final 2 minutes, and thanks 

to clutch free throw 
shooting by Cooper 
Mixon and Liam Neel, 
the game was forced 
into overtime.
   With 30 seconds 
left in overtime and 
a 49-49 tie between 
the teams, the Maples 
had one last shot to 
win. Brady Flynn, who 
led the game with 16 
points, took a jump 
shot with 3 seconds 
left that fell wide right. 
In a scramble for the 
ball, senior center Zach 
Brazil grabbed the 
offensive rebound and 
made a lay-up to win 
51-49 as time expired. 
Brazil finished with 15 
points.
   “Missed shots equal 
great opportunities,” 
Brazil said. “It was 
good to beat Rice.”
   “We’re using our size 
to our advantage,” De-
Geeter said. “Defense 
and rebounding have 
always been my two 
biggest focal points, 
but this year we’re us-
ing more screens to get 
the ball down low.”
   The Maples have 
picked up two big vic-
tories so far in out-of-
conference play, and 
with their size and ag-
gression, look to pick 
up steam and achieve 
more success as they 
enter conference play.

Photo Courtesy Of Jose Juarez
Senior guard Max Clark attacks the rim during the Maples’ 51-49 victory over Brother Rice on 

Tuesday, December 13.
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