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INSIDE:

SEAHOLM HIGH SCHOOL’S STUDENT VOICE

   Tim Den Dooven could see him; he was 
sharing the same room with him. In fact, 
at one point, he was sitting right next to 
him.
   It was a moment that would prove 
difficult to forget – after all, he’d never 
before sat beside a self-admitted killer.
   Three weeks ago, Den Dooven was a 
prospective juror for the highly publicized 
Stephen Grant murder trial. 
   Grant – the Washington Township 
resident who admitted to dismembering 
his wife last February and is now the 
defendant in one of Metro Detroit’s 
biggest trials of the past decade – was 
seated right next to Den Dooven, 
Seaholm’s athletics secretary. 
   “At first I really didn’t notice him,” 
Den Dooven said. “But when I sat down 
in one of the jury chairs where they had 
you sit down, I could see him.” 
   While he may have not been selected 
as a member of the final jury, Den 
Dooven, at least for a short while, was 
on the inside of one of Michigan’s more 
infamous trials in recent memory. 
   The saga of Stephen Grant began in 
February of 2007, when his wife, Tara 
Grant, was reported missing. As the 
investigation continued to unfold, Tara’s 
body parts were found and Stephen 
eventually admitted to strangling his 
wife. At the time, Den Dooven, like 
many Michigan residents, was casually 
following the case.
   “I was intrigued by it,” said Den 
Dooven about his reaction to what was at 

   If you’re one of the many Seaholm students who 
have received deferral letters from the University of 
Michigan, you’d better add patience to your college 
resume, because – aside from keeping those grades 
up – there’s not much you can do, other than wait.
   And you’ll have plenty of company in the lobby.
   This year, U of M received more than 27,000 
applications for an enrolling freshman class of about 
5,500 students. 
   “This has, without question, been our most 
competitive admissions cycle in history,” said the 
university in a statement posted on its web site.
   At least 10 Seaholm seniors among the thousands 
of could-be Wolverines have not been pleased with 
their response.
   “I think that they just had so many people that 
applied there that they had to go on a little power 
trip,” said senior Amanda Gates.
   “I wasn’t going to go there anyways,” said senior 
Gina Linden, “it’s just that you want to get in.”
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first a constantly evolving investigation. 
“But after they found her (Tara)…I really 
didn’t pay attention to it that much.”
   Den Dooven first received the copious 
paperwork associated with jury duty 
in June. The forms failed to specify for 
which trial he would be considered for, 
and even after submitting the papers, 
Seaholm’s own still had no idea he would 
eventually become associated with the 
Grant trial.
   However, Den Dooven shortly thereafter 
experienced a revelation. 
   “I got the notice that I was supposed to 
go to jury duty, and all of a sudden, in the 
newspaper I read that the trial was going 
to start the same day as my jury duty,” 
Den Dooven said. “So, I put two and two 
together.” 
   Den Dooven’s assumptions, it turned 
out, were correct. When the initial 
proceedings of the trial commenced on 
November 27th, 2007, there was a pool 
of 371 potential jurors. Den Dooven was 
subjected to the rigmarole of the jury 
selection process, and was bombarded 
with questionnaires and interviews. And 
so, it had begun.
   Among the formalities was a 22 
page questionnaire that consisted 
of approximately 130 questions. In 
addition, both the judge and the army of 
lawyers from both sides approached the 
candidates and conversed with them for 
about 15 minutes—and this was only the 
first day.
   After the questionnaires had been 

  This month, Seaholm High School was 
named one of the top public high schools 
in the nation by US News and World 
Report.  Yet – according to the Michigan 
Department of Education, following the 
guidelines of the No Child Left Behind 
Act (NCLB) –  the school did not make 
the grade.
   So how can two evaluators see the same 
school so differently?
   The answer can be found in the 
technicalities.
   Based on a wide collection of data and 
analysis, US News and World Report 
placed Seaholm among the nation’s top 
eight percent of public high schools in its 
2008 school rankings report. 
   “First, we measured how each school’s 
students performed on state tests, adjusting 
for student circumstances,” stated the US 
News report, “We next evaluated how well 
each school’s disadvantaged students did. 
Finally, we looked at whether the school 
was successful in providing college-level 

coursework.”
   The report also used a formula produced 
in collaboration with School Evaluation 
Services, a K-12 data research and 
analysis business run by Standard & 
Poor’s (a provider of investment research 
and data).
   “There’s a whole list of things that 
determine if we’re a good high school,” 
said Principal Terry Piper, “the number 
of students taking AP classes, the AP 
pass rate, and what colleges students are 
attending.”  
   Seaholm was ranked between 400 
and 500 out of over 18,000 public high 
schools in the country, which earned a 
Silver medal (along with Groves).
   US News highlighted Seaholm’s 
extremely high AP pass rate of 76.7%. 
This shows that for the amount of 
students taking AP classes at Seaholm 
(approximately half of the student body), 
over three-fourths are receiving a “3” 
which is the equivalent of passing a 
college-level course.
   “This is really an indication of the 
outstanding students and exemplary 
faculty here at Seaholm,” said Piper. 
    Accordingly, Seaholm received a 

college level index of 40.8, which is well 
above the “Silver Medal” level of 20.
    Thirteen silver medals were awarded 
in the state of Michigan, and three were 
Oakland County (Seaholm, Groves, 
and Rochester Adams). There were no 
Michigan schools awarded a gold medal.
   “I was surprised more schools in 
Oakland County didn’t make the list,” 
said Piper.
   But not all evaluations were as positive 
as US News. 
   According to the Michigan Department 
of Education (per the NCLB Act), 
Seaholm did not make “Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP).”
   Each school is graded on many factors 
ranging from Leadership to Data and 
Information Management, but primarily 
focuses on test scores. The evaluation 
is based off the Michigan Merit Exam 
(MME), which includes the ACT, 
science and social studies tests, and ACT 
WorkKeys, which assesses employment 
skills. The MME replaced the MEAP test 
for the first time last year, when it was 
administered to juniors in March.

   For applicants like Linden and Gates, the deferral 
letter gave some direction, but little certainty toward 
their collegiate future.
   “If a final decision has not been made on your 

application prior to completion of your fall semester, 
please ask your high school counselor to forward 
your new grades when they become available,” 
stated the deferral letter from U of M.  “Strong fall 

semester grades may enhance your status in the 
deferred pool of applicants.”
   However, that may not be entirely accurate.
   “There’s no guarantee that [the fall trimester] 
grades will be looked at,” said one U of M 
undergraduate admissions in a telephone interview 
with the Highlander.
   The acceptance process, for those deferred, has no 
true pattern or template. 
   Typically, the university offers admittance to 
roughly 13,000 students per year. Since many of 
those students also apply to other colleges, not all 
choose to matriculate to U of M – in fact, less than 
half of that number become Wolverines. So once 
that number drops below the 5,500 mark, that’s 
when those who’ve been deferred start moving up.
   But here’s the tricky part – there’s no ranking 
system for those who’ve been deferred, so getting 
in from here on is a crap shoot. And that uncertainty 
could last all the way to June, when most Seaholm 
students are enrolled in their future college.
   “If a 3.9 doesn’t get you in, [forget] that school,” 
said senior Alex Santa, “I won’t wait [until June], 
they already made their mistake.”
   Last year, 42 of a total 88 applicants from Seaholm 
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Accused murderer Stephen Grant (center) sat just feet away from Seaholm 
Athletic Assistant Tim Den Dooven during the jury selection phase of his trial.

Photo Courtesy of William Archie / Detroit Free Press

Ben Kuslits
Co-Managing Editor

Happen?

Please see DenDooven / PAGE 3

among nation’s elite, yet 
state “fails” school
Jordan Kristopik
Co-Managing Editor

Please see GRADE / PAGE 3

Graphic by 
Chelsea Bada

Graphic by 
Chelsea Bada

Please see DEFERRED / PAGE 3

With more than 27,000 applications for 5700 spots, odds are most U of M hopefuls will be deferred.
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To Attain Alcohol, Students Stop at Nothing Short of Breaking the Law

   He’s inside the liquor store; at 
least he’s gotten that far. Now 
all he has to do is grab the liquor 
bottles, pass as the 21-year-old 
on the fake ID in his wallet, pay 
for the merchandise, and make 
it out to the car where high fives 
are almost certain to greet him. 
   It’s that easy…unless 
the law blocks his way.
   While this may sound like key 
sequence of a movie, it’s also 
the Friday night reality for more 
than a few Seaholm students.
    But despite the Hollywood 
drama, few students realize the 
very real legal consequences of 
their weekend missions – including 
jail time, heavy fines, and a the 

revocation of college scholarships.
   According to the Birmingham/
Bloomfield Coalition website, 
most (64%) of students in the area 
don’t consume alcohol. For the 
Seaholm students who do partake 
in underage drinking, they’re 
obtaining it in a number of ways.
   Several Seaholm students say that 
fake IDs are being handed down 
from their older siblings when they 
turn 21, or are given to a minor 
from an older friend in college.
   One student anonymously 
told the Highlander that he 
uses a copy of his brother’s 
driver’s license to buy alcohol.
   Birmingham police liaison/
Detective Ron Halcrow said 
that others use more nefarious 
ways to obtain fake IDs.
   “Stealing people’s wallets and 

ID from unlocked cars, someone 
of legal age, and someone putting 
an inkjet copy of their picture 
in Photoshop and laminating 
the ID [isn’t uncommon],” said 
Halcrow. “They’ll [also] just 
take their buddy’s, if there’s 
some similarity in looks and 
height; they might try that.”
   Many fake IDs are coming via 
the Internet, according to Officer 
Reynolds. However, these aren’t 
harmless novelties. Those who 
get caught face big consequences.
   “That’s a misdemeanor offense, 
punishable for up to 93 days 
in jail or up to a $500.00 fine,” 
said Reynolds. Reynolds added 
that the charges and punishment 
increase if the person caught is 
busted trying to buy or already 
in the possession of alcohol.

   Some Seaholm students using 
fake IDs are unconcerned about 
the consequences they might face.
   “I’m only scared if I’m at 
a party, I’ll leave my wallet 
around,” said anonymous 
Seaholm fake ID possessor.
   Clerks in liquor stores who 
sell to minors also face hefty 
consequences. Any clerk 
caught selling to someone 
underage not only loses their 
job but faces criminal charges, 
fines, and/or the revocation of 
the business’s liquor license.
   Meanwhile parents who chose 
to host underage drinking events 
could face even bigger trouble.
  In addition to criminal charges 
that could include, but are 
not limited to, contributing 
to the delinquency of a minor 
(a misdemeanor offense that 
matches that of having a fake 
ID), parents who serve alcohol 
to minors place themselves 
in a vulnerable position both 

economically and socially.
   If an intoxicated minor were 
to be over served – requiring 
hospitalization – or injure or 
kill someone in a drunken 
driving accident, the parents 
could be legally responsible and 
liable for any lawsuit damages.
   In other words, one $8 
six-pack could become a 
multi-million dollar mistake.
   Yet despite the possible 
consequences, some 
parents ignore the dangers.

According to more than two 
Seaholm students close to the 
situation, one student’s mother 
actually provided beer and 
liquor for her daughter and 
her friends prior to the dance, 
despite the consequences.

“They’re killing their kid 
as well as themselves,” said 
crisis counselor Dennis 
Rozema, “I totally disagree.”
   Reynolds agreed that parents 
who allow their kids to drink 
in a controlled environment 

Seaholm students attain liquor any way possible--
everything from liquor theft to identity theft.
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were in the minority.
   “I’d guess population 

wise, less than 1% of parents 
[allow it],” said Reynolds.

One Seaholm student, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, 
shared that their friend buys 
alcohol almost every weekend 
for themselves and their friends.

For other Seaholm students, 
buying alcohol on the 
weekends is not uncommon.

“I go to a place at 10 and 
Southfield,” said anonymous 
Seaholm alcohol source, “people 
always call me, so it’s usually 
at least once a weekend.”

“It’s exhilarating, I do it every 
weekend…sometimes on the 
weeknights,” said another 
anonymous Seaholm student, 
who refused to give the city in 
which they were purchasing from.

 Detective Ron Halcrow gave 
insight into what he’s seen minors 
try in order to obtain alcohol.
   “In some cases, minors 

An unlocked liquor cabinent provides easy access to any student looking for alcohol.
        Photo by Jordan Kristopik

Because it is in refridgerators, beer tends to be easier access to 
students, as opposed to hard liquor.       Photo by Jordan Kristopik

No January Finals Lends for a Stress-Free Break

Ben Kuslits
Co Editor-in-Chief

Happy New Year! 
And….welcome back to school. 
As students look forward to the 
holiday break and some well 
deserved time off, many will be 
finding their vacation to be all too 
short—as in, crack open the books 
on January2, 2008, short. 

However, with finals 
no longer looming on the other 
side of the year end recess, are 
Seaholm students viewing the 
upcoming holiday break with a 
different perspective?

Despite what a typical 
student might cite as beyond 
obvious, last year’s attendance 
record surprisingly failed to show 
any significant drop in students 
absent on January 2, 2007, the 
day class resumed. The prospect 
of exams merely two weeks away 
and the necessity to absorb any 
last minute information may have 
indeed played a crucial role in 
keeping kids honest in terms of 
attendance, and focused during 
the winter furlough. 
 This year, on the contrary, 
could very well be a completely 
different story. 

Combine a lack of finals 
and the second year in a row in 
which class starts one day after 
the 1st of January, and Seaholm 
will be bracing for the perfect 

storm of apathy and bitterness. 
 “I will definitely still be 
on break mode,” said senior Brian 
White about his predicted state on 
the first day back. “It’s going to be 
a joke.”
 On the bright side, 
students may be gearing up for 
a different kind of vacation that 
doesn’t consist of slaving over 
end-of-the-semester projects and 
textbooks for upcoming exams. 

“Yeah, it’s going to be 
a lot less stressful,” said Maddie 
Palmer, a senior who is looking 
forward to her break. “I’m going 
to have a lot more fun.” 
 However, while students 
may not be ready to go, rest 
assured, members of the faculty 
will be. Math teacher Eric Bruns, 
for one, will not sympathize with 
students’ lax attitude towards 
learning. 

“I’m realistic—I’ve been 
doing this a number of years,” 
said Bruns, who doubts his class’s 
willingness to learn on the 2nd. 
“Nor do I think that they’ll be 
ready to learn the one or two days 
prior to break,” he added.  

Despite repeated 
suggestions for the often requested 
but never granted “chill day,” 
Bruns maintained that it would be 
“business as usual” on both ends 
of the vacations. 

Attesting to the attitude 

commonplace around breaks, 
Mr. Bruns added “you [students] 
bookend the breaks with more 
breaks—even though you’re 
there.”
 English teacher and 
Department Head Kyle Hall, 
shares a relatively similar view 
of the student body’s expected 
motivation when class resumes. 
“I guess there’ll be a day or two 
that will be less than productive,” 
she commented. “But I’m not sure 
that wouldn’t occur regardless of 
when we came back.”
 Hall, however, isn’t too 
worried about her students despite 
the lack of finals that once served 
as a carrot to force students to 
focus. 

“For the most part, 
students will take your lead,” 
she said. “If you’re matter of fact 
and back to work, then they [the 
students] will be matter of fact 
and back to work.”
 Much like the students 
are looking forward to no finals 
over break, Kyle Hall also looks 
the upcoming vacation and the 
weeks following with a slightly 
different outlook.

Now that finals won’t be 
imposing their will in the middle 
of January, Hall is happy to see the 
death of the awkward week and 
half after the holiday break she 
referred to as “no man’s land.” 

 However, those griping 
about the length of the break will 
be happy to know that help is on 
the way.
 Beginning in the 2008-
2009 school year, state legislators 
have mandated that the holiday 
break be uniform within a given 
county.
 Thus, Oakland County 
Schools has created a schedule 
that will require all of its districts 
to have a two week vacation at the 
end of the calendar year.

“I guess if I were to stop 
and think about it, two weeks 
seems like a little long,” said 
Principal Terry Piper. “When you 
tack on the weekends that go with 
it, it ends up being a total of 17 
days.”

Piper remained largely 
indifferent on the subject of the 
uniform break, and said that, as 
an administrator, it doesn’t really 
make much difference.

Also included in the 
mandate is a retooled spring 
break. No longer bound by where 
Easter falls on the calendar, next 
year’s spring break, and all those 
following it in the years to come, 
will always be the first week of 
April.

The State has not 
addressed the mid-winter break, 
and will leave it up to discretion 
of the Teacher’s Association of 
each individual district.

A definite possibility: Calculus teacher Eric Bruns elects to take a “chill day” due to the lack of students in class and their vacation-
oriented mental attitudes.                                                                                                                     Photo illustration by Chelsea Bada

Trimester Recap
   The results are in: the students and 
teachers from both Seaholm and 
Groves have had an overwhelmingly 
negative reaction to the trimesters.  
   A November survey of 89 
teachers shows that on average 
teachers do not feel that they have 
sufficient time to plan their lessons, 
that they do not think students.  
   “It is a lot faster.  It’s just I’m not 
teaching faster, I’m just teaching 
more in less time,” said Maribeth 
Ruedisueli, Department Head of 
Science, “There isn’t as much 
time for the digestion piece.”
   Time has become teachers’ 
greatest enemy.  They say that 
they are now unable to grade and 
return papers in a timely manner
   “I do feel rushed.  It’s like an 

invisible hand pushing me harder 
and harder, faster and faster,” 
Robin Moten said,  “I’m not sure 
where that’s coming from, but I do 
experience that.”   
Forty-four percent of 
surveyed teachers spend 10 
or more hours outside of the 
regular school day per week.  
   The teachers don’t think the 
trimesters are all bad.  According to 
the survey the fact that the teachers 
get to see the students daily is quite 
advantageous to the students and 
teachers alike.  Also, the trimesters 
effectively keeps electives alive, 
previously a major concern.  
   Though statistically the students’ 
grades have had no significant 
drop, some teachers argue that 
the actual understanding of the 
material is certainly not what it was.  

Josh Cohen
Staff Writer

Seaholm Drug Bust
       A sohomore boy was caught 
last Tuesday, December 11, 2007,  
in posession of marijuana.
       Although the police were in-
volved, they deferred discipline to 
Seaholm.
        “We looked at the school to 
resolve the issue,” said Ron Hal-
crow, Birmingham Police Detec-
tive.
       The student was suspended.
     Seaholm administrators re  

fused comment, however Hal-
crow confirmed the bust. 
       “We did confiscate five bag-
gies of marijuana from the stu-
dent’s property,” said Halcrow.
       According to the Seaholm 
handbook, ten days of suspension 
are required.
       However, if the student agrees 
to counseling, the suspension is 
shortened to five days.

are actually stealing it,” said 
Halcrow, “They might get 
someone to buy it for them [and] 
on rare occasions they might try 
and order it over the internet, 
but [they’re] usually getting 
it out of their parent’s house.”
   The common misconception 
among young people today is 
that most minors are partaking in 
drinking alcohol. There are many 
Seaholm students who don’t 
believe in participating in underage 
drinking for different reasons.
   Senior Sam Schiebold said, 
“There [are] too many negative 
consequences. If you get caught, 
it’s just not worth it, especially 
with getting into college and 
staying on sports teams.”
   “Mostly just for myself. I have 
a goal not to drink until I’m 21, 
but mostly so I don’t disappoint 
my parents,” said senior Alyssa 
Tropea, “Plus I’m on scholarships 
for college, and if I got caught, 
I’d get it all taken away.”

   “Any single criteria, to me, is 
suspect,” said Piper of AYP’s 
heavy weighting of test scores. 
   The general consensus for the results 
is that students aren’t taking courses 
that will prepare them for college. 
   The state of Michigan grades 
their high schools with two differ-
ent evaluations. First is Education 
YES! This is a program that evalu-
ates students’ performance on tests 
in English Language Arts, Social 
Studies, Science, and Mathematics. 
   The second is the Ade-
quate Yearly Progress (AYP), 
which is a part of NCLB.
   Specifically, Seaholm performed 
excellently. English received an 86%; 
mathematics received 99%; Science 
received 100%. Overall, Education 
YES! earned a B (and A is passing).
   Similarly, the AYP under NCLB 
failed Seaholm. This act requires 
that 95% of the eligible students 
take the MME, which Seaholm did 

GRADE, from page 1
not meet. According to Piper, around 
91 to 92% of juniors took the test.
   Despite exceptionally high test 
scores, the Michigan Department 
of Education deemed Seaholm stu-
dents as “unprepared for college.”
   “This doesn’t measure what makes 
a good high school,” said Piper.
   It’s not just Seaholm that is 
“falling behind.” Nearly 500 high 
schools did not meet adequate 
yearly progress, including Groves, 
Lahser, and Andover. This num-
ber (489) is up from 399 last year.
   But the reality is that the re-
sults of the NCLB and the AYP 
evaluation have little actual 
impact. School funding is not 
changed based on the scores.
   “We’ll work real hard again and 
strive for 100% participation,” said 
Piper, “but I can’t lose sleep over 
the MME because that doesn’t tell 
us if we’re getting the job done.” 
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The Other Side Of Mitt
What One Reporter Uncovered After Meeting 
Presidential Hopeful, Mitt Romney

      Mitt Romney, the Everyman, hopes to win the hearts of American voters. 
            Photo courtesy of Matt Modawell

   His image is strikingly 
presidential.
   As one of the front runners 
for the Republican Party’s 
presidential nomination, Mitt 
Romney has carefully sculpted a 
look of leadership. 
   As the former Governor of 
Massachusetts, the CEO of the 
2002 Winter Olympics in Salt 
Lake, and an extremely successful, 
multimillionaire business man, 
Romney has built a reputation of 
integrity and achievement. 
   But here he was, right in front 
of me, perusing the orange slices, 
roasted tomatoes and mozzarella 
balls with his fingers while 
laughing at his brother saying, 
“Quit picking at those mozza 
balls.”
    Here was the man I’d seen on 
television’s biggest stages. Now, 
he was sharing a remarkably 
natural and casual moment in the 
kitchen with friends and family, a 
short distance away from a $2,300-
a-plate fundraising dinner.
   It all started with my need for 
some extra credit in Mr. Craig’s 
AP Government class. I plainly 
thought that if I could just help out 
some presidential campaign, my 
grade wouldn’t suffer and I would 
be able to get a decent grade.
   I happen to be friends with 
Romney’s financial president, 
John Rakolta. When I heard that 
the Romney was coming into 
town for a fundraiser, I contacted 
Rakolta and asked if I could help 
out with the event. He said yes 
and said that I could assist his 
personal chef with cooking the 
dinner.
   I arrived at my friend’s house at 
around three o’clock and helped 

the chef cook the buffet for the 
after-party, which consisted of the 
big fundraising contributors. 
   While this was happening, 
Romney was flying straight from 
Texas. He had been going nonstop 
until he arrived at the house to rest 
for a little and eat a meal before 
he gave his speech at the event. 
    I had helped make a personal 
meal for Romney, thinking I 
would remain an anonymous, 
behind-the-scenes worker who 
would never get  a chance to meet 
the presidential candidate. 
    Just then, Romney came in from 
the other room with a big smile on 
his face. 
    “Thanks for the delicious 
meal,” Romney said 
graciously. “It was 
great!”
    I felt so out of place. 
Here I was, just your 
average high school student in a 
millionaire’s home with a man 
that could become president of 
the United States of America. 
    He continued to talk to the 
chef, Robert, like he was his 
great friend. In a way, this was a 
homecoming of sorts. Romney, the 
son of former Michigan governor 
George Romney, graduated from 
Cranbrook High School, and 
once lived just miles away from 
Seaholm.
    “How have you been Robert?” 
Romney asked. “How has it been 
since I was last here?” 
    He was so friendly and 
normal. He wasn’t the man I 
saw on television. Romney was 
an average, courteous friendly 
family man who just wanted to 
have a conversation like anyone 
else.
    Then he spoke with some of 
his campaign leaders before he 
left for his speech. That’s when 

Romney and his brother came 
over in the kitchen and began to 
steal some mozzarella balls. 
   At his speech, he was said to 
have quoted Popeye: “I am what 
I am.” His humor drew laughter 
from the crowd.
   Romney also spoke of his plan 
to win the primary and mentioned 
how Michigan is going to be a 
key state to win.
    He then talked about how family 
is center to American’s lives. He 
stated that if America can be more 
family oriented, everything else 
would follow and America would 
improve in every aspect.
    After finishing his speech and 
taking some photos, he returned 
to the house to eat the food I had 
prepared. He was one of the first 
ones in line, but was kind enough 
to let a few women go in front of 
him. 
     I saw Romney’s sister, who I 
knew from church, and talked to 
her about cooking and food. She 

then asked me, “Have you ever 
met my brother?’ 
     “No, I have not,” I replied 
quickly.
    Next thing I knew, I was face 
to face with Mitt Romney and he 
put out his hand and said, “Hello, 
how are you?” 
    “Great!” I said happily, with a 
huge smile on my face.
    He then asked where I went to 
school, and I told him I was from 
Seaholm. 
    Unfortunately, he could not 
talk long because he had to catch 
a flight to Florida that very night. 
So, he said his good- byes and left 
the house.
    Just seeing how busy and hard 
working this man was made me 
appreciate him. Despite never 
even having a break he still made 
time to talk to me. 
    Mitt is just your everyday nice 
guy, but when it comes down to 
business, he is all presidential.

Matt Modawell
Staff Writer
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With 2007 drawing to a close 
and 2008 about to begin, The 
Highlander took it upon itself to 
come up with five New Year’s 
Resolutions for the entire school. 
So, without further ado, here are 
the things that we believe should 
be changed in the upcoming year. 

A-Lunch- Nice work 
administration. Why not schedule 
a breakfast elective for first hour 
while you’re at it? On the long list 
of injustices committed against 
the student body, the time at 
which first lunch beings—10:00 
A.M.—is truly (and sometimes 
literally) sickening. While other 
schools combat the usual lunch 
rush around noon, the unfortunate 
upperclassmen burdened with A 
Lunch find themselves fending 
off potheads, mothers toting three 
screaming toddlers, and that one 
creepy old guy who flaunts his 
free coffee refills, at the local 
McDonalds. The Highlander 
speaks for the majority of 
Seaholm’s student body when 
say that early lunch is downright 
absurd, and should undoubtedly 
be abolished. We understand 
that the schedule can be a tough 
thing to configure, but use some 
common sense and rule out the 
early bird special. Perhaps next 
year, or sometime in the future, 

an amended schedule could be 

implemented that wouldn’t force 
upperclassmen, and frankly all 
students, to shove down food 
several hours before most of the 
student body awakens on the 
weekends. The choices for those 
taking advantage of open lunch 
are severely limited, and half of 
the time, students aren’t even 
hungry. A-Lunch is downright 
detestable, and in 2008, it has to 
go. 
0

Cafe ter ia 
F o o d - 
Rather than 
fuel young, 
h u n g r y 
m i n d s , 
the Seaholm Snack Bar closed 
shop in between classes this 
year. For the students who relied 
on that 9:30 bagel to get them 
through the day, their grades have 
probably suffered the same fate 
as their favorite snacks. Also, the 
elimination of the candy from the 
snack bar for the sake of making 
cafeteria food “healthier” is a 
terrible call. Many kids rely on a 
mid-morning sugar rush, and to 
be perfectly honest, the cafeteria 
food has a long way to go before 
it can be considered “healthy.” 
When they aren’t busy snapping 
at students and cracking terrible 
jokes, several of the lunch ladies 
enjoy smoking cigarettes outside 
the health classroom. Ironic? Not 
in the least. In the new year, we’d 
like to see the Snack Bar restored 
to its former glory, and we’d like 
our tobacco laden lunch ladies to 
stop serving our food.

Parking Lot- Let’s face it: 
Seaholm’s parking lot, pockmarked 
with craters and bottomless 
pitfalls, has the appearance of 
Saturn’s 3rd moon. Any time a 
student traverses the student lot, 
they are certainly risking totaling 
their car as well as severe bodily 
harm. The ubiquitous cracks 
and uneven levels of pavement 
wreak havoc on the suspension 
of Seaholmites’ vehicles, and it 

seems as though several of the 
spacious holes span all the way 
to China. At The Highlander, we 
feel as though something has to 
be done. There are a handful of 
spots that are essentially unusable, 
and every time it snows or rains, 
what appears to be an unassuming 
puddle turns into soggy trap for 
an unfortunate student. For a 
school that makes hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year solely 
from renting out the school once 
a week to the Japanese School 
of Detroit, repaving the student 
parking lot is certainly in order. 
We’re convinced that there are 
people missing at bottom of the 
potholes. So cut the apathy, 
Seaholm Brass, and repave the 
student lot!

Water Fountains- How many 
times have you, parched Seaholm 
student, approached a drinking 
fountain only to discover an 

out-of-order fountain? Answer: 
Countless occasions. Seaholm’s 
water fountains can be classified 
as either one of two varieties: 
the fountain that simply doesn’t 
work, or the fountain that puts out 
such little water that it requires 
a student to wrap his or her lips 
around the nozzle to get any 
water. And of course, the fountain 
that does work will typically 
have some type of primordial 
fungus growing on the bottom 
coupled with some brown scum 
that encrusts the nozzle. Are we 
supposed to satisfy our thirst? 
Or should we just go through 
class dehydrated? Water fuels 
the brain, so it would make sense 
that the drinking fountains should 
function properly. But they don’t. 
So, in 2008, we would like to see 
Seaholm fix all of its drinking 
fountains because everyone 
deserves clean, cool water. 

Trimesters- Our New Year’s 
Resolution for The Highlander is 
that we may never write another 
trimester story again. Don’t think 
we can’t acknowledge our own 
flaws. We apologize to Mr. Piper 
for badgering him with incessant 
questions about the trimester, 
and we apologize that we exploit 
the trimester as an outlet for our 
writers block. In 2008, we’ll try 
our hardest not to touch the now 
dead subject of the trimester 
unless we’re really in a bind.

examined and those who would 
most likely be biased were 
released, it was time for a one-on-
one interview in the courtroom 
with the prosecuting attorneys 
and the defense. 
   Following a handful of questions 
from the lawyers, Den Dooven 
said, “The judge asked them if 
this juror would be eligible to 
go to the next round, and both of 
them said ‘yes’.”
   It was in this same courtroom 
that he also encountered Grant 
himself. 
   From the vantage 
point of one of the 
juror’s chairs, Den 
Dooven got his first 
look at the state’s most 
notorious defendant.
   Once the attorney 
approached the 
podium, Grant’s view 
was obscured, and Den 
Dooven said, “I didn’t 
have eye to eye contact with 
him.”
   For Den Dooven, there would 
be no further chance for any eye 
contact with the defendant – he 
made it down to the final 168, but 
was then released.
   Den Dooven remains mildly 
disappointed that he was not 
chosen as a juror, but is more 

dissatisfied with the methods that 
were used to determine the final 
few who will decide the fate of 
Stephen Grant. 
   “They only took like 50 people 
down for a second interview,” he 
said. “And they take the 16 jurors 
from those 50 people.”
   Meanwhile, “All the rest of us 
118 were still sitting in the jury 
room.”
   With no realistic shot at making 
the jury, the remaining candidates 
were still forced to sit and wait, 

only to be informed 
later on that the jury 
had already been 
picked. Then, more 
waiting was required 
for confirmation by 
officials; this type 
of subjectivity and 
manipulation is what 
upset Den Dooven 
the most.
   “I’m really 

disappointed that we didn’t get a 
second shot at it, which we were 
told we were going to.”
   Den Dooven was informed by 
those involved in the process the 
trail would likely wrap up before 
Christmas. 
   Now, all Tim Den Dooven can 
do is wait for the verdict and 
ponder what could have been.

Tim Den Dooven
Photo: Piper Yearbook

 were accepted to the University of 
Michigan. The year before there 
were 62 of 98 Seaholm applicants 
accepted.
   Undergraduate admissions 
staffers from both U of M and 
State do what they call a “holistic 
review” on each individual 
application. The review considers 
the student’s test scores, GPA, 
curriculum, what the trend of 
their grades have been, factors 
that may stand out above others, 
and extracurricular activities. The 
review is completed by counselors 
who are assigned to certain areas 
of the country and have gotten to 
know the schools well enough to 
make fair distinctions about an 
individual’s materials.
   The University of Michigan 
is a nationally praised school; 
therefore the undergraduate 
admissions staff looked for 
applicants with outstanding 
qualities.
   “We look very hard for diversity,” 
U of M Public Affairs spokesman 
Deborah Greene said.
    “I’m not a very diverse person, I 
don’t have a diverse background, 
and I think they definitely take 
that into consideration,” said 
Gates. “But both my parents did 
go there, so I’m a little surprised. 
I have cousins who go there, 
even aunts and uncles who went 
there.”    
      The early response deadline 
for U of M was October 31, 2007, 
after the application became 
available August 1. This batch of 
applicants was weighted heavier 
than future applications.
   “We received a lot of applications, 
[and] our criterion was higher for 
the first [round],” said one U of 
M undergraduate admissions staff 
member.
   When the Michigan 
representative came to talk 
about students at Seaholm, she 
announced that the undergraduate 
admissions applications would 
not be looked at until October 1st. 
Applicants started hearing back 
two weeks into October.
   “At the meeting, they said 
that they didn’t start looking at 
applications until October 1st,” 
said Linden. “So [I’d be] really 
mad if they looked at apps before 
then.”
   Seaholm applicants to U of M 
might now kick themselves for not 
getting their materials in earlier.
   “It’s probably not too much 

about the date [you turned it in], 
but technically, [those applicants] 
will have a slightly better chance 
of being accepted,” said one 
undergraduate admissions staffer 
from University of Michigan, 
regarding the first applications in 
the Early Response deadline.

   The middle 50% for Michigan’s 
freshman class for 2007 was an 
ACT composite between 27 and 
31, and a GPA of 3.7-4.0. Twenty 
eight percent of those had a 4.0 
grade point, and 53% had a GPA 
of 3.9 or higher.

   If Michigan is top priority 
for you, expect to hear anytime 
between now and mid-summer, 
when most Seaholm students are 
enrolled in their future college.
  Meanwhile, Michigan State 
University applicants, might be 
just a little better off than deferred 
students from Michigan.
   The odds of acceptance into 
MSU are slightly higher, and the 
name recognition of Seaholm 
certainly helps.
   “[Seaholm] is among the top 
15, top 20 feeder schools [to 
the University],” said Gabriel 
Santi, an MSU undergraduate 
admissions office staffer.
   MSU’s middle 50% of last year’s 
freshmen GPA’s was a 3.4-3.8 and 
a 23-27 on the ACT.
   However, even MSU has its 
critics.
   “My last name has two N’s,” 
said senior Julie Zimmermann, 
“but they assumed it was only 
one.”
   After waiting a week past when 
she should have heard back from 
State, Zimmermann contacted the 
University.
   “They said they got all my 
[materials], but they weren’t 
sure which Julie Zimmermann I 
was, so they threw it away,” said 
Zimmermann. “We had to resend 
all my stuff and wait. After all that 
waiting, I got deferred. I though 
I’d get in, like, no problem.” 
   Zimmermann plans on enrolling 
at U of M if she gets into both 
schools due to the hassle she’s 
dealt with.
   “I’ve heard more people getting 
deferred from MSU and U of M 
than people who got in,” said 
senior Julie Zimmermann.

For more information:

www.admissions.umich.edu/
deferred

DEFERRED: Wait 
may last until June

DEN DOOVEN: Sat 
across from Grant
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1. GRAND THEFT AUTO
WORTHY: “Allows players to act out crimes 
and rewards them for doing so.”

2. MANHUNT

3. SCARFACE

4. 50 CENT: BULLETPROOF

5. 300 THE GAME

6. THE GODFATHER

7. KILLER-7

8. RESIDENT EVIL 4

9. GOD OF WAR

10. HITMAN: BLOOD $

“Revolves around the making of a snuff film.”

“Involves buying and selling drugs and killing 
hundreds of people.”

“Rapper 50 Cent is involved in a web of corrup-
tion, double-crosses and shady deals that lead 
him through a bloody path of New York’s drug 
underworld.”

“Invites game room gladiators to slice their way 
through the Persian army as King Leonidas or as 
the leader of a unit of the Spartan army.”

Infomation: Wayne County Press Release: 12/3/07
Images: Screen captures of actual game.

“Opens with a ‘child version’ of the player wit-
nessing the murder of his father.”

“Experienced adult gamers call this the most 
violent and twisted game ever played.”

“Shootouts involving massive crowds of ene-
mies in large open areas. A typical play-through 
can result in the killing of 900 enemies.”

“A sea of unrelenting violence, featuring Kra-
tos, one of the most vicious characters the video 
game world has ever seen. Impales bodies, sev-
ers heads and even rips enemies in half with his 
bare hands.”

“Self-proclaimed ‘most violent’ game of the 
series. This game glamorizes killing.”

GTA, Hitman set bad example
rom crack grubbing whores to drug- 
smuggling low-lifes to crooked 
cops, the new generation of video 
games is here. Kids love them, 
parents hate them, and many debates 
have arisen as to the morality of the 
newest wave of gaming. 

   The recent listing of the top 10 most violent 
games by Wayne County prosecutor Kym 
Worthy has spurred a renewed interest in the 
issue appropriate video games. The list included 
popular games such as “Grand Theft Auto: Vice 
City,” “50 Cent Bulletproof,” and “300: The 
Videogame.”
   After nearly a week’s worth of tireless gaming, The Highlander 
feels well suited to evaluate the topic of violent gaming. From 
the moment the first game disk was placed into the PS2 we were 
subjected to some of the most vicious games in stores today. 
   One game in particular, however, seemed to stick out as the most 
violent of the group. 
   In the first few minutes of “Grand Theft Auto: Vice City,” the 
character is asked to score some cocaine from a dealer—even if 
it comes at the expense of murder. Missions like this continue 
throughout the game, and the more crimes committed the more 
rewards you receive.
   Other games on the list such as “Scarface,” and “50 Cent 
Bulletproof,” involve heavy amounts of drug dealing, while games 
such as Killer-7, Resident Evil 4, and Hitman Blood Money all 
glorify the act of killing. “Hitman: Blood Money” even prides itself 
as being the “most violent” game of the series.
   While Worthy feels that these brutal games “desensitize violent 
acts,” and “absolutely glorify” carjacking, shooting, and killing, 
others claim they remain unfazed by the games.      
   “Even though kids see killing and violence all of the time in video 
games, it doesn’t mean they will actually partake in violent acts in 
real life,” said senior and Professional Gamer Andy Rowland.

      With the holidays quickly approaching, buyers need to consider 
one thing:  How am I going to rock? Rock band and Guitar Hero 3 
are both worthy methods of rocking. Which will you choose?
 Both games have their pros and their cons.  Rock Band is 
a whopping $170, while Guitar Hero 3 is only $90-100.  With much 
of the audience of these two games being teens who probably do 
not have high-paying jobs, Guitar Hero 3 has a clear leg up in this 
respect.
 A main argument against Rock Band is that is not 
challenging, and that Guitar Hero 3 is a more user-friendly game.  
The notes on the screen are easier to see in Guitar Hero 3; and in 
relation to the real songs, the tabbing of notes in Rock Band is not as 
accurate as it is in Guitar Hero 3.

“Guitar Hero is so much more challenging,” said Sam 
Morykwas, junior. “I don’t want the game to be a pushover; I want 
to have to try.” 
 On the other hand, when you get 4 people together to play 
the four instruments, Rock Band may be the most fun you’ve ever 
had playing a videogame.  It allows for interaction with other players 
as well as the game itself.  
 “Rock Band is so much more fun! That’s why I play 
videogames-for the fun,” said Brian Paul, sophomore.
 Rock Band allows for the drummers of the world to finally 
have their own videogame.  The drum portion of the game is very 
well done, and people who don’t know how to play the drums can 
play on the lower difficulties.  
 Rock Band also allows for hilarious character customization, 
a feature blaringly absent from Guitar Hero 3.  If you want to be Tito, 
the singer for the band ‘The Frillies’ who wears nothing but pink, 
you can go right ahead. 
 The decision of which game to buy comes down to this: 
how many people are you going to be playing with?  When you are 
looking for a challenging game that stays true to the original songs, 
Guitar Hero 3 is the way to go.  If you’re at a party and want to have 
some fun, Rock Band is the optimal choice. 
 The holidays are here, so choose quickly.  Rock Band. 
Guitar Hero. How are you going to rock?

(From left) Brian Paul, Garth Synnestvedt, Mac Hyman, and Ryan 
Grenn, all sophomores, rock out to Rock Band.

Rockband vs. Guitar Hero 3
Seaholm students take their pick between the two 
music-videogame juggernauts. 

F    Senior Brendan Lesinski, however agrees with 
Worthy, in that “kids might see things 
in games and then go act them out in real 
life verbatim.” 
    “The more a person is exposed to 
violent gaming, the less likely they 
are to feel empathy to violence in 
the real world,” said psychiatrist 
Shelley Yaroch.
    “Games are 
becoming 
so 
literal,” 

Yaroch 

continued.  
“You 

become more 
used to behaving in that violent manner.”
   Although there may never be enough evidence to prove that video 
games can cause a person to act more violently, this writer felt a great 
deal more aggressive after spending hours in front of the TV gaming. 

targeted 
FOR ELIMINATION
Wayne County Prosecutor Kym L.Worthy says 
these 10 violent games are the worst of the worst:

Ryan Peck
Reporter

    By Josh Cohen
     Reporter
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   “Snow day!” 
   Likely the only two words any 
teenager wants to hear before 7:30 
in the morning. But after those 
two glorious words are spoken, a 
question flashes, what qualifies as 
a snow day?
    “There is no criteria for a snow 
day,” Seaholm Principal Terry 
Piper said.
  According to Piper, a 
snow day depends on how the 
superintendents in the area are 
feeling about the weather. In the 
wee hours of the morning, when 
the rest of us are sleeping, the 
superintendents in Birmingham, 
Troy, and Bloomfield Hills talk on 
the phone and decide what to do.
   “Superintendents do not 
make the decision in isolation,” 
Deputy Superintendent Paul 
DeAngelis said in an e-mail to 
the Highlander.  “In Birmingham, 
we are part of a ‘school closing’ 

group of 14 districts. When 
inclement weather is predicted, 
the 14 superintendents participate 
in a conference call with a 
meteorologist. Most often, this 
call is made at 4:00 a.m., but it 
also happens during the day or 
in the evening if poor weather 
is predicted. They discuss the 
pending weather, timing of the 
weather, type of precipitation, etc. 
From this discussion, all – or part 
– of the group decide on school 
closings. Rarely would only one 
district close.”
   A snow day does depend on 
several things – if buses can get 
through side streets, if we’ve had 
several snow days already, and 
of course, road conditions. Often 
someone will go out and test the 
roads, usually a maintenance 
person, and if they are too slippery 
a snow day is called.
   Each year we get up four snow 
days. But what happens when 
we go over snow days? The 

requirement for the amount of 
school students must attend is 
measured by hours not days. 
   By state law we need at least 
1,098 hours. We can miss up to 30 
hours of instruction time, but any 
more – and day will be added to 
the end of the year. 
   Second trimester is already 
four days shorter than the other 
two, if too many snow days are 
accumulated, this trimester could 
be rearranged according to school 
officials.
   Despite the shorter trimester 
period, administrators said that 
instruction time will not impact 
the decision to call school off if or 
when the weather is dangerous.
   “There is less pressure [to not 
have snow days],” Said Assistant 
Principal Deb Boyer. 
 I f we go past the 
allotted 30 hours, this does not 
mean seniors have to stay, or that 
graduation would be pushed back. 
For attendance to count, only 75% 
of the student body needs to be in 
school.  
   For some, snow days come 
with draw backs. Most snow day 
decisions aren’t made until 6 in 
the morning. For some teachers, 

Anatomy of a Snow Day

and students, this means they are 
already half way to school by the 
time they find out. For teachers, 
it means valuable time lost, and 
being behind in their curriculum.
   “[Snow] affects me terribly. 
I have to get up at 4:30, when 
it snows I have to get up even 
earlier. And I don’t find out it’s a 
snow day till I’m halfway here. 
The superintendent needs to make 
a decision at 5:00 not 6:00,” said 
Cathy Buch.
   For teachers it also means that 
curriculum needs to be reworked 
so that material can fit into smaller 
amounts of time.
   “It’s stressful,” said Sam 
Gerlach. 
   Of course, most students are 
more than happy to postpone 
class another day, and have their 
own criteria for snow days. 
   “When the side streets and 
neighborhoods are too icy,” said 
senior Mackenzie Collins. 
   “When there is enough snow 
to make a snowman and snow 
angels, that’s when there should 
be a snow day,” said senior Emily 
MacEachern.

How are snow days
determined?
Gina Linden
Opinion Editor 

A highly anticipated and rare occurance in every 
student’s school year, snow day’s need more than just 
the snow to make them possible.

Sophmore Aiden Keenan had fun in the snow on a recent Seaholm snow day that occured on Monday, December 17th.
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Tell Me What You Want: They’re Back!
A music phenomenon, the Spice Girls gear 
up for their reunion world tour.
Alexi Knock,
Staff Writer

   We all put together cover bands 
with our friends. We all had 
our own interpretation of Scary 
Spice’s ‘A to Z’ rap in the hit 
single, ‘Wannabe.’ We all ate the 
pop icon’s lollipops, and we all 
almost went into shock when we 
heard that the Spice Girls, in their 
middle-aged, British glory, were 
back.  
   They ‘moon walked the foxtrot’ 
and ‘polka-ed the salsa,’ and now, 
after nearly a ten-year absence, 
they’re taking over the Palace of 
Auburn Hills, Michigan. 
   The Spice girls, consisting of 
Emma Bunton (Baby Spice), Geri 
Halliwell (Ginger Spice), Melanie 
Brown (Scary Spice), Melanie 
Chisholm (Sporty Spice), and 
Victoria Beckham (Posh Spice), 
first hit the scene in 1996 with the 
release of their hit song ‘Wannabe.’ 
The single instantly became the 
biggest selling debut single of all 
time.  The group even exceeded 
The Beatles’ previous record on 
the Hot 100 Chart for the highest 
ranking non-American act.  In 
November 1996, the girls released 

their first album, ‘Spice,’ which 
hit number one in both British 
and American sales alike. From 
there, the Spice Girls skyrocketed 
into instant pop icons for young 
girls and teenagers across the 
globe.  In November 1997, the 
Spice Girls released their second 
album, ‘Spice World,’ which was 
an instant global bestseller.
   The group’s fame continued 
until May 31, 1998, when 
Geri Halliwell, Ginger Spice, 
announced her departure from 
the Spice Girls. Halliwell’s 
depressing absence not only left 
countless fans devastated, but 
eventually led to the group’s 
unfortunate demise.  Their third 
album, ‘Forever,’ featuring solo 
acts of the new quartet, received 
a lukewarm response, with only 
a fraction of the popularity of its 
two best-selling predecessors.  
   “It just wasn’t the same.” Said 
Ana Liss, junior.   I missed the 
poppy-sounding songs of their 
first CDs, not this new R&B 
album.” 
   It seemed there was no hope 
of the Spice Girls ever returning 
when Posh married British soccer 
sensation, David Beckham, and 

Baby had to share her title with 
her own newborn, until the much 
anticipated day that glued all our 
shattered dreams back together.  
On June 28, 2007, the girls held 
a press conference in the UK 
announcing their intentions for a 
reunion.  Ticket sales for the first 
London date of “The Return of the 
Spice Girls” World Tour sold out 
in 38 seconds. Sixteen additional 
dates in London were added to 
the tour and have since sold out. 
In America, the Las Vegas, Los 
Angeles and San Jose shows also 
sold out, prompting additional 
dates to be added. The Spice Girls 
would also be playing dates in 
Chicago and Boston, as well as 
additional dates in New York to 
keep up with the outrageously 
high demand for the girls.
   Many Seaholm students were 
disappointed to find that none of 
these concerts were to be held in 
Michigan, but on December 3, 
it was finalized and broadcasted 
across the country that The Spice 
Girls were coming to the Palace 
of Auburn Hills on February 16, 
2008.  
   Hearing this, many Seaholm 
students raced home after school 

singing to the tunes of  ‘Say 
You’ll Be There,’ and busting out 
the old dance moves to ‘Stop!,” 
only to find out they needed more 
than mere ‘positivity’ to get their 
hands on the exclusive tickets.  
Even if dishing out the cash isn’t 
an issue, the only way these hot 
items can be obtained is through 
the Spice Girls’ official website. 
Here, fans can register for free in 
hopes of being randomly selected 
before they can even make a 
purchase.  If chosen, each person 
can only purchase six tickets and 

has 72 hours to pay up.  
   If you’re one of “the lucky ones,” 
as junior Richard Washington 
described those who are chosen, 
you’ll ‘Spice Up Your Life’ with 
the show that everyone is talking 
about.
   The Spice Girls must still have 
‘the flavor, the bad behavior, the 
rhythm, the melody’ and more, 
because the reunion is already 
receiving rave reviews all over 
the world, and is said to have fans 
screaming from the beginning to 
the end.

Always Buzzing Just Like Neon

Ali the Elf
Jordan Kristopik
Co-Managing Editor

   Lights flickered, the music 
boomed, and sweat dripped from 
the faces of the busy Seaholm 

students as they danced the night 
away at the 2007 Neon Dance. 
   For an event that has been a 
tradition and also anticipated since 
the start of school, the dance did 
not fail to impress a vast number 
of student attendees. 
   “It was crammed!” said Christine 

Donaldson, a freshman. 
   The December dance that obtains 
a new theme each year has always 
attracted a large group of students. 
However, this year the turnout 
was exceptionally adequate. 
Whether it was the great theme or 
simply kids wanting to have fun, 
the 2007 Neon Dance had a great 

turn out. 
   “I was very happy with the 
decorations!” said Maggie 
O’Reilly Treter, the Sophomore 
Student government president.
   Just like O’Reilly Treter said, 
it wasn’t just the great turnout 
that kept this party going. The 
outstanding decorations were 
a very well planed and added a 
special touch to such a great event! 
From black walls and neon paint 
to fog machines and crazy lights, 
the dance looked electrifying.
   “No one seemed out of control”, 
said Mr. Piper.
   Fortunately, Piper is right. This 
year the dance was kept very 
controlled, yet allowed for fun 
at the same time. There were no 
incidents with drinking, drugs, or 
inappropriate behavior. 
   Though the Neon dance was the 
high-LIGHT of many students 
2007-2008 school years, there 

was one downfall to the seemingly 
perfect event. 
   “We spent hours making cd’s 
for the DJ to play at the dance, 
but he didn’t end up using them!” 
said Kate Murray and Maggie 
O’Reilly Treter. 
   All that hard work and no 
reward? The DJ simply would 
not play any requested songs or 
the CDs that O’Reilly Treter and 
Murray worked. But through the 
high energy and excitement that 
filled the room, students hardly 
noticed the repetitive songs.
   Though leaving the dance after a 
night of fun is always bittersweet, 
this year’s Neon Dance was one 
to for surely remember. A night 
for friends to come together, a 
dance to bond with Seaholm peers 
and a lifetime of unforgettable 
memories: The 2007 Neon Dance 
was truly a hit.

The Future Only Holds Reruns
Julie Zimmermann,
Staff Writer

A group of Seaholm students get ready to go have a night of fun at the 2007 Neon Dance. 
                                                                                                                               Photo by Alexa Ebling

   Whether it’s Gossip Girl, Grey’s 
Anatomy, or Scrubs, you’d better 
enjoy now because they may 
be gone for what is looking like 
forever.
   The Writer’s Strike began when 
the writers of Writer’s Guild of 
America (WGA), the labor unions 
that represent film, television, and 
radio writers in the US, “could 
not agree with the studios over 
issues such as the proper payment 
for residuals and whether reality 
shows should be unionized,” said 
Scott Collins of the L.A Times.
   Writers are not getting paid for 
every episode they wrote when 
you watch them online, download 
them on your iPod, or record them 
(DVR/TiVo).  In fact, the number 
of viewers watching shows via 
internet or recordings is often 
higher than the number of viewers 
watching the show the hour it airs.  
WGA writers are missing out on 
some big bucks.
   So what does the WGA strike 
mean for Seaholm students?  
Most likely, by January, “viewers 
would have to find alternatives 
to some of their favorite scripted 
shows,” said Rebecca Winters 
Keegan of Time magazine.
   Because the majority of shows 
ending due to the strike are 
scripted, this means that instead of 

gossiping with your friends about 
what happened on CSI, you’ll be 
chitchatting about how Henrietta 
correctly guessed the price of the 
toaster with the slide out crumb 
tray on The Price is Right.  Yes, 
reality and game shows are going 
to be taking over prime time.  
   However, not all slots can be 
filled with reality.
   Empty slots on “major US 
networks may look more like 
BBC America as content from 
abroad fills the void,” said Winters 

Keegan.  “The UK version of The 
Office is an obvious substitute 
for the NBC version.  And 
Footballers’ Wives would do for 
ABC’s Desperate Housewives”.
   As for late-night shows such 
as The Tonight Show With Jay 
Leno or Jimmy Kimmel Live, 
because the WGA writers are 
the ones behind the punch lines, 
impromptu celebrity interviews 
will be maximal and “are already 
in repeats” said Collins.  If not 
a reality, game, talk, or foreign 

show, Seaholm students are likely 
to be getting a case of the reruns.
   In terms of school, will students 
be getting homework done faster 
or going to bed earlier?  Will 
grades be improving now that 
an hour of what was TV time 
can be used for study time?  It’s 
Doubtful.
   For the majority of students, and 
hour of TV gone simply means 
and hour of other distractions 
gained.
   “There is no point in watching 

TV anymore,” said senior 
Lauren Wolkhamer, “I don’t 
get more homework done, and 
I just procrastinate now with 
distractions like Facebook and 
YouTube.”
   Senior Mandi Jarman agrees, 
“With my top pick shows ending, 
I’m using that quality time to surf 
the internet.”

Alerxa Ebling
Liefstyles Editor
Taylor Stewart 
Staff Writer

   Ali Giancarlo has a secret 
identity. 
   By day, she is a typical Seaholm 
student. But by night, you can find 
this enthusiastic senior working 
for a famous man: Santa Claus.
   Extra cash around the holidays 
is always needed, and that’s 
why Giancarlo has an extra job. 
Instead of a typical retail job, 
which is always in high demand 
in November and December, 
Giancarlo has really gotten in to 
the spirit of the holidays.
   Giancarlo works as one of Santa’s 
helpers at “Santa’s Workshop,” 
which is located at Somerset mall. 
She helps in checking parents and 
kids out after they have taken 
their pictures with Santa. 
   A few years ago, the job fell into 
her lap.
   “I got the phone number from a 
woman at my church, and I gave 
her a call. I had no idea I would be 
doing it every year.”
   Beginning the week before 
Thanksgiving, she can be found 
working with overzealous kids 
and stressed out parents a few 
days per week. The job lasts until 
Christmas Eve. 
   However, this job provides a 
fun and different pace than her 
summer job as a lifeguard at 
Cranbrook Swim Club, and she 
would work more hours if she 
could.
   “Well, really, I devote my life to 
Santa, but because of child labor 
laws, I work close to 14 hours per 
week,” said Giancarlo.
   But because there are around 20 
people employed, Giancarlo can’t 
work as much as she wants. There 
are five people per shift.
   When people hear she works 
in “Santa’s workshop,” many 
assume she dresses like an elf. 
Fortunately for Giancarlo, this 
is not true. Instead, her outfit is 
remnant of renaissance times.
   “It’s a jazzy metallic gold 
and scarlet red ensemble,” said 
Giancarlo.
   For the most part, the kids behave 
themselves. However, sometimes 
she gets little kids who try to steal 
extra chocolate pieces.
   “The kids should not be doing 
that, but the parents think it is, 
‘Just so cute!’”
   While the kids can be overly 
energetic, hyped on sugar, and 
excited for their mountain of 
presents, Giancarlo says the 
parents can bad, too. The stress of 
the holidays adds a lot of insanity 
to last minute shopping, and of 
course, pictures with Santa.
   “As the season progresses 
towards Christmas, the insanity 
level of the parents rises. But, I 
usually deal with the parents after 
they visit with Santa, and have 
cooled off.”
   Giancarlo isn’t complaining 
yet. She enjoys the Christmas 
atmosphere, and this job is 
different from most other jobs.
   “The benefits are really endless; 
I mean I’m working for Santa!” 
said Giancarlo.
   However, she has noticed one 
thing: “Each year the season 
seems to start earlier and earlier. 
People really want to get into 
the Christmas spirit as soon as 
possible.”
   And she can’t disagree. The 
most of important part of her job 
is, “bringing joy to children’s 
faces.”

Posh Spice, Sporty Spice, Baby Spice, Ginger Spice, and Scary 
Spice return for their world tour.

Many shows have been effected by the writers strike, they in-
clude the ever popular 30 Rock, and TV’s most scandalous show 
Gossip Girl. As of right now, these shows will not continue filming 
until the strike is resolved, expect re-runs in the new year.

Ali Giancarlo, AKA Santa’s 
Little Helper.  
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Tell Me What You Want: They’re Back!
A music phenomenon, the Spice Girls gear 
up for their reunion world tour.
Alexi Knock,
Staff Writer

   We all put together cover bands 
with our friends. We all had 
our own interpretation of Scary 
Spice’s ‘A to Z’ rap in the hit 
single, ‘Wannabe.’ We all ate the 
pop icon’s lollipops, and we all 
almost went into shock when we 
heard that the Spice Girls, in their 
middle-aged, British glory, were 
back.  
   They ‘moon walked the foxtrot’ 
and ‘polka-ed the salsa,’ and now, 
after nearly a ten-year absence, 
they’re taking over the Palace of 
Auburn Hills, Michigan. 
   The Spice girls, consisting of 
Emma Bunton (Baby Spice), Geri 
Halliwell (Ginger Spice), Melanie 
Brown (Scary Spice), Melanie 
Chisholm (Sporty Spice), and 
Victoria Beckham (Posh Spice), 
first hit the scene in 1996 with the 
release of their hit song ‘Wannabe.’ 
The single instantly became the 
biggest selling debut single of all 
time.  The group even exceeded 
The Beatles’ previous record on 
the Hot 100 Chart for the highest 
ranking non-American act.  In 
November 1996, the girls released 

their first album, ‘Spice,’ which 
hit number one in both British 
and American sales alike. From 
there, the Spice Girls skyrocketed 
into instant pop icons for young 
girls and teenagers across the 
globe.  In November 1997, the 
Spice Girls released their second 
album, ‘Spice World,’ which was 
an instant global bestseller.
   The group’s fame continued 
until May 31, 1998, when 
Geri Halliwell, Ginger Spice, 
announced her departure from 
the Spice Girls. Halliwell’s 
depressing absence not only left 
countless fans devastated, but 
eventually led to the group’s 
unfortunate demise.  Their third 
album, ‘Forever,’ featuring solo 
acts of the new quartet, received 
a lukewarm response, with only 
a fraction of the popularity of its 
two best-selling predecessors.  
   “It just wasn’t the same.” Said 
Ana Liss, junior.   I missed the 
poppy-sounding songs of their 
first CDs, not this new R&B 
album.” 
   It seemed there was no hope 
of the Spice Girls ever returning 
when Posh married British soccer 
sensation, David Beckham, and 

Baby had to share her title with 
her own newborn, until the much 
anticipated day that glued all our 
shattered dreams back together.  
On June 28, 2007, the girls held 
a press conference in the UK 
announcing their intentions for a 
reunion.  Ticket sales for the first 
London date of “The Return of the 
Spice Girls” World Tour sold out 
in 38 seconds. Sixteen additional 
dates in London were added to 
the tour and have since sold out. 
In America, the Las Vegas, Los 
Angeles and San Jose shows also 
sold out, prompting additional 
dates to be added. The Spice Girls 
would also be playing dates in 
Chicago and Boston, as well as 
additional dates in New York to 
keep up with the outrageously 
high demand for the girls.
   Many Seaholm students were 
disappointed to find that none of 
these concerts were to be held in 
Michigan, but on December 3, 
it was finalized and broadcasted 
across the country that The Spice 
Girls were coming to the Palace 
of Auburn Hills on February 16, 
2008.  
   Hearing this, many Seaholm 
students raced home after school 

singing to the tunes of  ‘Say 
You’ll Be There,’ and busting out 
the old dance moves to ‘Stop!,” 
only to find out they needed more 
than mere ‘positivity’ to get their 
hands on the exclusive tickets.  
Even if dishing out the cash isn’t 
an issue, the only way these hot 
items can be obtained is through 
the Spice Girls’ official website. 
Here, fans can register for free in 
hopes of being randomly selected 
before they can even make a 
purchase.  If chosen, each person 
can only purchase six tickets and 

has 72 hours to pay up.  
   If you’re one of “the lucky ones,” 
as junior Richard Washington 
described those who are chosen, 
you’ll ‘Spice Up Your Life’ with 
the show that everyone is talking 
about.
   The Spice Girls must still have 
‘the flavor, the bad behavior, the 
rhythm, the melody’ and more, 
because the reunion is already 
receiving rave reviews all over 
the world, and is said to have fans 
screaming from the beginning to 
the end.

Always Buzzing Just Like Neon

Ali the Elf
Jordan Kristopik
Co-Managing Editor

   Lights flickered, the music 
boomed, and sweat dripped from 
the faces of the busy Seaholm 

students as they danced the night 
away at the 2007 Neon Dance. 
   For an event that has been a 
tradition and also anticipated since 
the start of school, the dance did 
not fail to impress a vast number 
of student attendees. 
   “It was crammed!” said Christine 

Donaldson, a freshman. 
   The December dance that obtains 
a new theme each year has always 
attracted a large group of students. 
However, this year the turnout 
was exceptionally adequate. 
Whether it was the great theme or 
simply kids wanting to have fun, 
the 2007 Neon Dance had a great 

turn out. 
   “I was very happy with the 
decorations!” said Maggie 
O’Reilly Treter, the Sophomore 
Student government president.
   Just like O’Reilly Treter said, 
it wasn’t just the great turnout 
that kept this party going. The 
outstanding decorations were 
a very well planed and added a 
special touch to such a great event! 
From black walls and neon paint 
to fog machines and crazy lights, 
the dance looked electrifying.
   “No one seemed out of control”, 
said Mr. Piper.
   Fortunately, Piper is right. This 
year the dance was kept very 
controlled, yet allowed for fun 
at the same time. There were no 
incidents with drinking, drugs, or 
inappropriate behavior. 
   Though the Neon dance was the 
high-LIGHT of many students 
2007-2008 school years, there 

was one downfall to the seemingly 
perfect event. 
   “We spent hours making cd’s 
for the DJ to play at the dance, 
but he didn’t end up using them!” 
said Kate Murray and Maggie 
O’Reilly Treter. 
   All that hard work and no 
reward? The DJ simply would 
not play any requested songs or 
the CDs that O’Reilly Treter and 
Murray worked. But through the 
high energy and excitement that 
filled the room, students hardly 
noticed the repetitive songs.
   Though leaving the dance after a 
night of fun is always bittersweet, 
this year’s Neon Dance was one 
to for surely remember. A night 
for friends to come together, a 
dance to bond with Seaholm peers 
and a lifetime of unforgettable 
memories: The 2007 Neon Dance 
was truly a hit.

The Future Only Holds Reruns
Julie Zimmermann,
Staff Writer

A group of Seaholm students get ready to go have a night of fun at the 2007 Neon Dance. 
                                                                                                                               Photo by Alexa Ebling

   Whether it’s Gossip Girl, Grey’s 
Anatomy, or Scrubs, you’d better 
enjoy now because they may 
be gone for what is looking like 
forever.
   The Writer’s Strike began when 
the writers of Writer’s Guild of 
America (WGA), the labor unions 
that represent film, television, and 
radio writers in the US, “could 
not agree with the studios over 
issues such as the proper payment 
for residuals and whether reality 
shows should be unionized,” said 
Scott Collins of the L.A Times.
   Writers are not getting paid for 
every episode they wrote when 
you watch them online, download 
them on your iPod, or record them 
(DVR/TiVo).  In fact, the number 
of viewers watching shows via 
internet or recordings is often 
higher than the number of viewers 
watching the show the hour it airs.  
WGA writers are missing out on 
some big bucks.
   So what does the WGA strike 
mean for Seaholm students?  
Most likely, by January, “viewers 
would have to find alternatives 
to some of their favorite scripted 
shows,” said Rebecca Winters 
Keegan of Time magazine.
   Because the majority of shows 
ending due to the strike are 
scripted, this means that instead of 

gossiping with your friends about 
what happened on CSI, you’ll be 
chitchatting about how Henrietta 
correctly guessed the price of the 
toaster with the slide out crumb 
tray on The Price is Right.  Yes, 
reality and game shows are going 
to be taking over prime time.  
   However, not all slots can be 
filled with reality.
   Empty slots on “major US 
networks may look more like 
BBC America as content from 
abroad fills the void,” said Winters 

Keegan.  “The UK version of The 
Office is an obvious substitute 
for the NBC version.  And 
Footballers’ Wives would do for 
ABC’s Desperate Housewives”.
   As for late-night shows such 
as The Tonight Show With Jay 
Leno or Jimmy Kimmel Live, 
because the WGA writers are 
the ones behind the punch lines, 
impromptu celebrity interviews 
will be maximal and “are already 
in repeats” said Collins.  If not 
a reality, game, talk, or foreign 

show, Seaholm students are likely 
to be getting a case of the reruns.
   In terms of school, will students 
be getting homework done faster 
or going to bed earlier?  Will 
grades be improving now that 
an hour of what was TV time 
can be used for study time?  It’s 
Doubtful.
   For the majority of students, and 
hour of TV gone simply means 
and hour of other distractions 
gained.
   “There is no point in watching 

TV anymore,” said senior 
Lauren Wolkhamer, “I don’t 
get more homework done, and 
I just procrastinate now with 
distractions like Facebook and 
YouTube.”
   Senior Mandi Jarman agrees, 
“With my top pick shows ending, 
I’m using that quality time to surf 
the internet.”

Alerxa Ebling
Liefstyles Editor
Taylor Stewart 
Staff Writer

   Ali Giancarlo has a secret 
identity. 
   By day, she is a typical Seaholm 
student. But by night, you can find 
this enthusiastic senior working 
for a famous man: Santa Claus.
   Extra cash around the holidays 
is always needed, and that’s 
why Giancarlo has an extra job. 
Instead of a typical retail job, 
which is always in high demand 
in November and December, 
Giancarlo has really gotten in to 
the spirit of the holidays.
   Giancarlo works as one of Santa’s 
helpers at “Santa’s Workshop,” 
which is located at Somerset mall. 
She helps in checking parents and 
kids out after they have taken 
their pictures with Santa. 
   A few years ago, the job fell into 
her lap.
   “I got the phone number from a 
woman at my church, and I gave 
her a call. I had no idea I would be 
doing it every year.”
   Beginning the week before 
Thanksgiving, she can be found 
working with overzealous kids 
and stressed out parents a few 
days per week. The job lasts until 
Christmas Eve. 
   However, this job provides a 
fun and different pace than her 
summer job as a lifeguard at 
Cranbrook Swim Club, and she 
would work more hours if she 
could.
   “Well, really, I devote my life to 
Santa, but because of child labor 
laws, I work close to 14 hours per 
week,” said Giancarlo.
   But because there are around 20 
people employed, Giancarlo can’t 
work as much as she wants. There 
are five people per shift.
   When people hear she works 
in “Santa’s workshop,” many 
assume she dresses like an elf. 
Fortunately for Giancarlo, this 
is not true. Instead, her outfit is 
remnant of renaissance times.
   “It’s a jazzy metallic gold 
and scarlet red ensemble,” said 
Giancarlo.
   For the most part, the kids behave 
themselves. However, sometimes 
she gets little kids who try to steal 
extra chocolate pieces.
   “The kids should not be doing 
that, but the parents think it is, 
‘Just so cute!’”
   While the kids can be overly 
energetic, hyped on sugar, and 
excited for their mountain of 
presents, Giancarlo says the 
parents can bad, too. The stress of 
the holidays adds a lot of insanity 
to last minute shopping, and of 
course, pictures with Santa.
   “As the season progresses 
towards Christmas, the insanity 
level of the parents rises. But, I 
usually deal with the parents after 
they visit with Santa, and have 
cooled off.”
   Giancarlo isn’t complaining 
yet. She enjoys the Christmas 
atmosphere, and this job is 
different from most other jobs.
   “The benefits are really endless; 
I mean I’m working for Santa!” 
said Giancarlo.
   However, she has noticed one 
thing: “Each year the season 
seems to start earlier and earlier. 
People really want to get into 
the Christmas spirit as soon as 
possible.”
   And she can’t disagree. The 
most of important part of her job 
is, “bringing joy to children’s 
faces.”

Posh Spice, Sporty Spice, Baby Spice, Ginger Spice, and Scary 
Spice return for their world tour.

Many shows have been effected by the writers strike, they in-
clude the ever popular 30 Rock, and TV’s most scandalous show 
Gossip Girl. As of right now, these shows will not continue filming 
until the strike is resolved, expect re-runs in the new year.

Ali Giancarlo, AKA Santa’s 
Little Helper.  
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The Highlander 248-203-3803

IN THE CREASE
BU HOCKEY

DRIVING THE LANE
GIRLS BASKETBALL

IN THE PAINT
BOYS BASKETBALL

final numbers:
 0-3 OVERALL
0-2 CONFERENCE
 

keeping score:
Lost to Brother Rice 67-44
Lost to Country Day 72-57

star watch:
Senior Mike Garavaglia hauled in 11 
rebounds at home against Brother 
Rice... Senior Mike Morris put up 18 
points against
Ferndale.

quotable:
”We are fighting through some inexperi-
ence,” center Mike Garavaglia said. 
“We are improving a lot on handling 
pressure situations.”

on tap:
12/21 - Groves (@ Oakland) - 7:00 pm
1/4 - Lahser (Home) - 7:00 pm
1/8 - Royal Oak (Away) - 7:00 pm

 final numbers:
 0-3-2 OVERALL
0-2-2 CONFERENCE
 

keeping score:
Tied Stoney Creek 2-2
Lost to Farmington 8-1

star watch:
Groves Sophomore Brandon Kauth 
held BU in both games between       
the pipes... Seaholm Sophomore 
Bennett Thomson put in the game 
tying goal against Stoney Creek
    

quotable:
”We have a lot of youth and 
inexperience on this team,” 
Coach John Weidenbach said. “Our players are improving every day, as is our overall team 
chemistry.”  ...  “We’ll turn this season around,” said Senior Captain Travis Scoggin (above).

on tap:
1/10 - Farmington (Home) - 7:00 pm
1/12 - Lake Orion (Away) - 7:00 pm
1/17 - Clarkston (Away) - 7:00 pm

SENIOR CAPTAIN GUARD MIKE 
MORRIS GOES UP FOR A LAYUP 

AGAINST BROTHER RICE
PHOTO BY HUNTER STENBACK

QUICK OFF THE BLOCK
BOYS SWIMMING

final numbers:
 2-0 OVERALL

2-0 CONFERENCE
 

keeping score:
Defeated West Bloomfield 122-64

Defeated Lahser 116-70

star watch:
Star Captain Senior Morgan Priestley 

continued to dominate his events in 
both meets

  quotable:
”I am very excited about the team this 
year,” said Captain Morgan Priestley. 
“The sky is the limit for us this year.”

on tap:
1/10 - Andover/DCD (Away) - 6:30 pm

1/17 - Rochester (Away) - 6:00 pm
1/24 - Avondale (Home) - 6:30 pm

final numbers:
1-3 OVERALL
0-1 CONFERENCE
 

keeping score:
Lost to Plymouth 61-20
Lost to Groves 41-24

“WE ARE 
IMPROVING A 

LOT ON
HANDLING 

PRESSURE SITU-
ATIONS.”

-SENIOR CAPTAIN 
MICHAEL “VLADDY” 

GARAVAGLIA

star watch:
Senior Captain Taylor Ryan led the team in scor-
ing in both the Plymouth and Groves match-ups.

quotable:
”We have struggled a little bit,” said Senior Cap-
tain Taylor Ryan. “But I think we are heading in 
the right direction.”

on tap:
1/4 - Royal Oak (Away) - 7:00 pm
1/7 - Oak Park (Away) - 7:00 pm
1/10 - Ferndale (Away) - 7:00 pm

CORRECTION: In the previous issue of The Highlander it was mistakenly printed that 
New Zealand Olympic Ski Coach Scott Myers replaced last season’s Seaholm Ski Team 
coaching staff.  This is not the case, as last season’s coaching staff has returned to the 
team, while Myers remains a trainer and consultant to individual skiiers.

SPORTS BRIEFS BY DAVID FOREMAN - PAGE DESIGN BY HUNTER STENBACK

final numbers:
3-8 OVERALL
0-2 CONFERENCE

star watch:
Senior Captain David Caldwell
and Junior Jake Hessen are
the only Maple wrestlers who
have picked up wins this
season.

keeping score:
Lost to Farmington 41-27
Lost to Hazel Park 40-25 

on tap:
12/21 - OC Day One - 3:30 pm
12/22 - OC Day Two - 9:00 am
1/10 - Troy Tourney - 10:00 am

SENIOR CAPTAIN MORGAN PRIESTLEY WINS A RACE
PHOTO COURTESY PRIESTLEY FAMILY

quotable:
“This year has been a lot of fun so far,” said Junior 
Garret Abbot.

SENIOR CAPTAIN DAVID CALDWELL PINS AN OPPONENT        
PHOTO COURTESY CALDWELL FAMILY

PINNED DOWN
WRESTLING
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COLLEGE BOWL PREVIEW ‘07

INSIDE:

#2 LSU Tigers
11-2

#1 OSU Buckeyes
11-1

Players to Watch:
15 - SENIOR QB - MATT FLYNN

18 - SENIOR RB - JACOB HESTER
1 - SOPH. WR - BRANDON LAFELL

Record in Games Decided by 7-pts or 
fewer (since 2001):

19-7
Record in Games Decided by 7-pts or 

fewer (since 2001):

14-5

Players to Watch:
17 - JUNIOR QB - TODD BOECKMAN

28 - SOPH. RB - CHRIS WELLS
80 - JUNIOR WR - BRIAN ROBISKIE

Dan McClelland
Sports Writer

   Let the games begin. Seaholm students are filled 
with anticipation as a mind blowing college foot-
ball season will conclude with a series of bowls with 
breathtaking potential.
   The man Michigan wishes they had faces off with 

Michigan’s biggest rival. After accepting a massive 
contract extension with LSU, Les Miles, Michigan 
alum and former candidate for Michigan’s 2008 
head coach job, will have his shot at a national 
championship. 
   His Tigers will have their hands full on offense 
as quarterback Matt Flynn and running back Jacob 
Hester attempt to move the ball against OSU’s star 

leans and triumph over this extremely talented LSU 
team. LSU is favored by 4 ½ points.
   “They’re gonna get killed.” Said senior Brian 
Palmeri about Ohio State.
   LSU will have the crowd, the environment, and a 
great coach on their side – Louisiana State is a great 
bet to come away with the National Championship.

cornerback Malcolm Jenkins and Butkus award 
winner James Laurinitis. 
   The duel between the Ohio State offense and LSU’s 
defense will certainly be one worth watching. Ohio 
State running back Beanie Wells will have his work 
cut out for him as he tries to run past LSU’s very 
highly regarded defensive tackle, Glenn Dorsey.
Ohio State will be hard pressed to go into New Or-

OUR  PREDICTIONS

Allstate National Championship
New Orleans - January 7, 2008

LSU 28 - OHIO STATE 17

Champs Sports Bowl
Orlando - December 28, 2008

BOSTON COLLEGE 31 - MSU 28

Capital One Bowl
Orlando - January 1, 2008

FLORIDA 42 - MICHIGAN 24

CHAMPS SPORTS 
BOWL

CAPITAL ONE
BOWL

Dan McClelland
Sports Writer

   It’s about time. Michigan State finally is bowl eligible under first year 
coach Mark Dantonio. They face Boston College and arguably the best 
quarterback in the nation, Matt Ryan. 
   Many people around Seaholm and in the college football world are very 
optimistic about State’s chances.
   “I think it’s going to be a close first half. If State can use their running 
game, I think Caulcrick will be crucial,” said Seaholm Physics teacher 
and MSU alum Doug Baltz. “Their defensive front will also be crucial. I 
think State will pull it out in the long run.” 
   For some students at Seaholm, there’s more than just bragging rights on 
the line. A select group of students have chosen to place bets on Michigan 
State in this particular game. They’ll be hoping that the MSU defense 
finds some way to stymie BC’s high powered, Ryan-led offense.
   If MSU can’t stop Ryan and the BC offense, and if they can’t develop 
a good running attack with Javon Ringer and Jehuu Caulcrick, it’s safe to 
say there will some broken hearts and broken wallets within the walls of 
Seaholm.

Spartan head coach Mark Dantonio looks to lead Michigan State to a vic-
tory in the Champs Sports Bowl on December 28

Dan McClelland
Sports Writer

   Uh oh. That’s what went through the minds of many U of M fans when 
they saw the forthcoming bowl schedule.  
   Tim Tebow. Urban Meyer. Speed comparable to 22 angry cheetahs. The 
Wolverines will be pitted against this incredible speed in Orlando. Michi-
gan fans hope that star running back Mike Hart can somehow come up 
with the game of his life running behind Michigan’s fierce, All-American 
left tackle Jake Long.
   “If Michigan had 11 Jake Longs, they would literally crush Florida,” 
said junior John Lewis.
   As he was a starting offensive tackle for the Maples this past football 
season, Lewis knows the ins and outs of the position. Clearly he has a very 
high opinion of Jake Long.
   However, the Wolverines obviously do not have 11 Jake Longs; so they 
will be forced to resort to some other method for pulling off the upset.

Wolverine head man Lloyd Carr looks to lead Michigan to a vic-
tory in the Capital One Bowl in his last game as head coach

SEAHOLM HOOPS RECAP
see page 7

BU HOCKEY RECAP
see page 7
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Ryan Peck

 peckingorder@
gmail.com

   As a lifetime Bir-
 mingham resident and 
 a student and athlete at 
 Seaholm for the last 
 three and a half years, 
 I feel like I have ridden 
 nearly all the twists and 

turns on the roller coaster that is Seaholm sports.  
The only problem with this roller coaster, however, 
is I feel there have been many more drops and 
unpredictable turns than upward inclines.
   Over the years I’ve seen midseason collapses, 
postseason crunches, more coaching changes than 
I can count on one hand. It’s almost as if the incon-
sistency of the Ernest W. Seaholm sports program 
is what draws all us fans back year after year. 
   Still though, there is a light at the end of the tun-
nel. I mean can you say girls lax? State champs ’07 
right? All right, I know it isn’t much but it’s a start.
   With the football team and basketball teams both 
retooling their coaching staffs, it looks as though 
the programs are starting to get back on track. After 
a long rebuilding period for the baseball team, 
which I play for, we have finally gotten to the point 
where we feel like anything less than a division 
title will be a letdown. As for the hockey team… 
we’ve got Travis. He’s pretty good.
   The girls teams have been fairing pretty well 
also. Our tennis and golf teams are always top 
notch, and the volleyball and basketball teams 
aren’t far behind.
   My point in starting this column is to be able to 
talk all things Seaholm sports. The highs, the lows, 
the controversies, and anything in between. 
    I want to be able to take feedback from the gen-
eral Seaholm population, so from now on feel free 
to email me at peckingorder@gmail.com, with any 
insight, rage, or ecstasy you have directed towards 
Sports programs at Seaholm.
   I’ll be selecting a few emails each issue to 
publish as well as adding my own opinion on the 
current situation in the athletic program.
   From Seaholm football great Tom Tracy, who 
owned the league back in the late 40’s, to the more 
modern basketball star Matt Ishbia, The Maples 
have a steeped tradition of school athletics.
   I’m excited to touch on the past and future hap-
penings of Seaholm sports, and I can’t wait to hear 
your insight.

RAIN       MAN

SEAHOLM’S DAVID RAINEY PUTS THE
‘SUPER’ IN ‘SUPERFAN’

Ryan Peck
Sports Writer

   As David Rainey gets out of bed every morning, 
he sorts through his countless number of sports 
jerseys, tirelessly searching for the perfect jersey 
to go along with the baseball hat he will wear that 
day. Although he goes through his schooldays like 
any average Seaholm student, Rainey has a special 
hobby that really sets him apart from the rest of the 
school population. His collection of sports memo-
rabilia is unparalleled at the school, and sets him 
apart as Seaholm’s biggest super fan.
   Although Rainey had been a mild sports fan his 
entire life, it wasn’t until he received his first jersey 
on his birthday in 1998 that he realized he would 
be a die-hard sports fan. 
   The first gift he opened was a #19 Detroit Red 
Wings Yzerman jersey, and while it may not have 
seemed like the most extraordinary gift at the time, 
it would start a long legacy of jersey collection’s 
and for Rainey a lifelong passion for sports, par-
ticularly hockey.
   “I think hockey’s the best sport there is,” said 
Rainey, “I love the fast paced action, mixed with 
the aggressive nature of the sport.” He explained 
that sports like hockey are his true passion in life. 

Matt Modawell
Sports Writer

   It’s not difficult to see why some think Jack 
Quigley might actually be perfect. Taking into ac-
count athletics, academics, relationships, beliefs, 
and life in general, it’s hard to find a flaw. 
   “When you stick around someone long enough 
you can find their flaws, but in people like Quigley 
you can’t find too many,” said Brian Palmeri, a 
senior guard and teammate of Quigley’s on the var-
sity basketball team.  “The best word to describe 
him is solid.”  
   Quigley, a 16 year old sophomore, has accom-
plished more than many of his peers, and his name 
is known school wide. Let’s review. 
   First, let’s go into what makes Jack so popular 
and well known, his stunning athleticism. 
   Quigley is built like an athlete standing at 6 feet 3 
inches and weighing 190 pounds. He is an extreme-
ly fast individual and has the smarts to dominate all 
the sports he plays.
   Jack has been playing baseball since he was 5 
years old, basketball since first grade and football 
since seventh grade. 
   Jack is an excellent basketball player and has 
played for the Seaholm Varsity team since fresh-
man year.
   “He can score, plays the post and rebounds well, 
and is a very strong defensive player,” says Jack’s 
teammate and captain, Michael Garvalia. Jack 
made Varsity midway through freshman year and 
has become a starter this year for the basketball 
team.
   In football, Quigley has proven himself to be 

Quigley Dominates
Seaholm Sports

   “Without hockey I don’t know what I’d do with 
myself,” he continued. “ After all Detroit is Hockey 
Town.”
   This love of hockey is really what makes Rain-
ey’s jersey collection so special to him. Although 
he assures the Highlander that the Red Wings are 
his favorite team He also acknowledges that he has 
“a great deal of respect for other teams across the 
league” and at the end of the day he’ll root for any 
team who plays good hockey. This attitude allows 
Rainey to appreciate jerseys of all sorts of different 
teams. 
   Rainey has 37 jerseys total, 32 of them being 
Hockey (including all of the original 6), 3 NFL, 
and 2 NBA. “So many people at school ask me 
how many different uniforms I have, me and a 
friend decided to count them all up last weekend, 
it was fun to realize how big my collection was 
getting,” Rainey explains. His favorite Jersey still 
remains the Yzerman jersey he got 10 years back in 
’98. “It was what started it all, and it’s really one of 
the most classic jerseys of all time,” says Rainey.
   Even though Rainey is primarily a Professional 
sports fans, he isn’t afraid to admit he is a fairly big 
Seaholm fan as well. He explains “although you 
won’t see me walking around the school wear-
ing maroon and white, I am still a pretty big fan, I 

know my stuff.” 
   When asked for his insight on the current situa-
tion of the Seaholm Basketball team, Rainey took 
the high road and asked to be kept off the record. 
He did explain though that he hopes they keep their 
current winning streak going, and he feels that if 
they come together as a team, they might be able to 
fare pretty well by the season’s end.
   In classic Rainey style he humbly declined the 
title of “Seaholm’s Biggest Sports Fan” and ex-
plains “there’s always someone out there who has 
more sport’s knowledge than you, I’m sure I’m not 
#1 in the school.” 
   However one of Rainey’s best friends Joey 
Fasang, a big sports fan in his own right claimed, 
“there’s definitely no bigger fan out there than 
Rainey. It’s pretty much all we talk about. It’s what 
makes him tick.”
   Regardless of whether or not Rainey truly is 
Seaholm’s biggest fan or not, he really is a great 
guy, with a lot of passion directed towards the thing 
he loves most: sports. So when you see him walk-
ing through the school halls donned in one of his 
37 jerseys and baseball hat give him a shout out. 
He’s always good for a conversation about sports 
and he really is the super fan.

an elite athlete by making the Seaholm JV team 
as a freshman and playing 
both ways as a linebacker 
and quarterback. This 
year he started as a safety 
and was the second string 
quarterback on varsity. He 
led the team in defensive 
back tackles and played on 
almost every special team 
as well.
   Baseball is by far Jack’s 
favorite sport and could 
perhaps be his future. “My goal is to play college 

baseball,” said Jack, but he does not really have an 
idea where he would like to 
go to school. He said that 
he would first consider aca-
demics and then the quality 
of the baseball team.
   “He is an extremely 
talented athlete, especially 
baseball,” said JV head 
coach and Seaholm teacher 
Mr. Drapal. “He has got the 
ability, the size, and mental 
smarts to play at the next 

level. I definitely could see him playing at the next 

MR. SOLID level.”
   Jack hit .400 and struck out 17 batters in one 
game while he played on JV as a freshman. He was 
moved up to varsity midway through the year due 
to injuries.
   “He struggled as a freshman at first, but pulled 
through,” said senior Brian Palmeri.
   A GPA of 4.3 says it all when it comes to how 
successful Jack is in academics. Jack takes many 
rigorous and challenging classes. Jack spends much 
of his day on his studies and at practices, and as a 
result has limited free time. “I don’t have a lot of 
free time,” said Quigley. “But when I do I like to 
play videogames.” 
   Jack considers himself to also be fairly religious 
and attends the First Presbyterian Church almost 
every Sunday. Recently, Jack was nominated to 
become a Deacon by many others. Jack also would 
like to become a minister someday. 
   Most students at Seaholm experience stress from 
all the homework, studying, and practices, but Jack 
never seems to be fazed by anything. Everyone 
says that he has always had the same attitude on 
the field, at school and with friends, just ice cold 
and stress free. When he plays sports he plays like 
he has ice water running through his veins. Nothing 
seems to bother him.
   “I have seen him get frustrated,” said Mr. Drapal. 
“But he is quick to realize it and put it behind him 
and go on the next play.”    
   Out of all of Jack qualities, one of his best is his 
ability to be humble. He never brags or lets every-
one know he is the best. “I just don’t think that it 
is necessary. If people know and say I’m a good 
athlete, I’ll take their word for it.”  
   “He is only a sophomore and still has a lot of 
growing up to do,” said Palmeri. “But there is no 
doubt in my mind that he is going to be one of 
Seaholm’s all-time greatest.”

Quigly makes a tackle in a game earlier this season.  Photo Courtesy Seaholm Football Website.

“There is no doubt 
in my mind that he 
is going to be one 
of Seaholm’s all-
time greatest.”
-Brian Palmeri

Maples Basketball
Rebounds from Rough 
Season Start (p. 10)

BU Hockey Continues 
Rebuilding Season 
(p.10)

Seaholm Football Loses   
Experienced Coach to 
Groves (p. 10)
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