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   Religion, politics, and personal philoso-
phies have the power to divide families, 
nations, and the world, yet they are an inevi-
table part of daily life. 
   With such a sharp contrast, it begs the 
question, what is the role of controversial 
views in the classroom? 
   While some could argue that multiple 
viewpoints permit educational discussion—
the ideology of teachers introducing their 
stance on controversial issues in the class-
room remains unsure. 
   According to a Highlander survey, in which 
35 teachers were examined, 5% claimed to 
frequently reveal their thoughts on contro-
versial issues with students, 57% stated they 
occasionally express their views, and 37% 
mentioned their preference in avoiding con-
versation on debatable topics. 
   Survey statistics suggest Seaholm teach-
ers are divided in the notion of voicing their 
opinions, questioning the teachers’ role in 
portraying their beliefs. 
   71% of teachers replied that they would 
communicate with students when asked 
their beliefs on controversial topics, while 
28% stated they would rather dismiss the 
question. 
   Teachers expressed their beliefs in an 
anonymous survey submitted by the High-
lander. 
   “I can't say that I have [expressed contro-
versial issues to a class], as I am too afraid 

that sharing my opinion will get me in trouble 
as a classroom teacher,” an anonymous 
teacher said. “My position as I am aware is to 
stay neutral in the presence of students.”
   Principal Dee Barash has not had to review 
the school policy on the expression of contro-
versial issues. She asserts that teachers are 
welcome to share their views with students, 
provided that the discussion on their belief is 
not being imposed among students. Rather, 
Barash finds small discussion over these opin-
ionated issues beneficial towards students. 
   “I’m allowed to have an opinion about 
things, and our teachers are allowed to have 
an opinion, and I think that if we don’t agree 
sometimes you guys go home and tell your 
mom, ‘you’ll never believe what Mrs. so-and-
so believes,’ and that’s good; there’s nothing 
wrong with that,” Barash said. “I think some-
times that’s more engaging, it causes you to 
do a little more research and think a little bit, 
so I think it’s good.”
   Although Seaholm teachers vary statistically 
about sharing contentious perspectives with 
students, a majority of 60% agreed that en-
gaging and exposing students to political/reli-
gious/controversial issues holds importance. 
   “I try very hard to express both sides of 
controversial issues and try very hard to pres-
ent them in an unbiased way,” an anonymous 
teacher said. “There is room in this world for 
many opinions and mine is not necessarily 
right just because I am the teacher. It is im-
portant for students to explore issues on their 
own, and become critical thinkers. They don't 
always need to be told what to think.”
   Some teachers believe when their own per-

sonal principles are introduced to the class-
room, it acts as valuable discussion. In some 
instances, it helps in promoting life lessons to 
the students. 
   For example, one anonymous teacher 
shared his/her beliefs on homosexuality to 
demonstrate the necessity of respect towards 
others. 
   “I heard male students in my class calling 
each other gay in a derogatory fashion,” the 
anonymous teacher said. “Thus the next day, 
I spoke to the class about how it is NOT okay 
to use the word 'gay' as a name-calling word. 
I expressed that I have many friends who are 
gay, all of whom I respect and admire.”
   In another Highlander survey, in which 47 
students were examined, 58% responded that 
their teachers present their viewpoints, 30% 
claimed that theirteachers’beliefs were ‘not 
really’ present, while 10% all together stated 
controversial views weren’t brought up in 
their classes.”
   The student survey suggests a higher per-
centage of controversial discussion in com-
parison to the teacher survey. 
   While 50% of students expressed that their 
teacher’s beliefs don’t greatly affect them, in 
consensus with the teacher survey, a margin, 
53% agreed that when teachers share their in-
put on political/religious/controversial issues 
it acts as meaningful discussion. 
   According to an anonymous student, when 
teachers are transparent in their views, it al-
lows students to analyze arguments, and from 
a different perspective. 

Controversy	in	the	Classroom

Monisha Gowda
Opinion	Editor
mgowda.shshighlander@gmail.com

See	CONTROVERSY	/	Pg.	2

Photo by Kelly Martinek
Lululemon’s “Size Does Matter” 
campaign displayed in the win-
dow of the company’s downtown 
Birmingham location.  The slogan 
was taken down soon after.

	  Walking down the halls of 
Seaholm, nearly every person 
traveling past is outfitted in 
Lululemon, whether they are 
wearing leggings, sweatpants, 
jackets, or bags.
   The status of the Lulule-
mon symbol has become a 
sign of Birmingham, much 
more than a simple status 
reminder. 
   Yet, how has Lululemon 
taken the standing of one of 
the most commonly worn 
clothing brands?
   Ali Haag believes the reason 
is, “The majority of people in 
Birmingham have money so 
they can afford it,” Haag said. 
“A lot of people in Birming-
ham play sports, run and do 
yoga, and Lulu has the best 
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   The ACT is inarguably one of the most im-
portant tests of a student’s high school career.
   But what people do argue on is whether or 
not the ACT is biased.
   In a survey conducted by the Highlander, 
81% of people answered that they were an 
English/Social Studies learner as opposed to 
a Math/Science learner. Students that are not 
as advanced in math often feel that they are 
unprepared.
   “I do think it’s unfair because by the time 
I took it for the second time, I still had not 
learned all the math on it and I’m in regular 
math for a junior,” junior Gabrielle Dulberg 
said. “They expect us to know math that we 
never learned.”
   The ACT website reinforces the idea that 
anything on their test is something students 
should learn in school.
   “The test questions on the ACT are directly 
related to what you have learned in your 
high school courses in English, mathematics, 
reading, and science,” ACTstudent.org said on 
their website. “Every day you attend class you 
are preparing for the ACT. The harder you 
work in school, the more prepared you will be 
for the test.”
   A way to try to get a better score is by hir-
ing a tutor or taking the ACT multiple times.    
However, this option is not available for all 
students.
   According to a student rights group, the 
National Center for Fair and Open Testing, 
outcomes of standardized tests such as the 
ACT and SAT are often directly correlated to 
family income.
   “A lot of it depends on your economic situa-
tion. And if you can’t afford to take the test a 
lot of times or to get a tutor, you don’t have as 
much room for improvement,” junior Olivia 
Ruiz said. “Plus, if you don’t go to a really nice 
school your chances of doing well on the ACT 
and getting into a good college are decreased.”
   According to Seaholm Principal Dee Barash, 
the students that typically do not perform as 
well on the ACT are not only those with lower 
social economic status, but are also minority 
students and students with special needs.
   “Those very subgroups are the ones where 
we tend to have an achievement gap,” Barash 
said.
   However, on the ACT website, they self-re-
ported that low income high school students 
that graduated high school in 2012 were 15-
21% less ready for college than their peers.
   But some survey respondents reported be-
lieving the ACT is impartial. 
   “The ACT has little/no bias,” one anony-
mous survey respondent said. “People just 
get pissed when they find out that they’re not 
smart.”
   Regardless of bias, the ACT is here to stay. 
For now, some may just have an easier time 
than others.

clothes for most of those 
things.”
   The company markets 
itself as a maker of technical 
athletic apparel for yoga, run-
ning, dancing, and most other 
sweaty pursuits. According to 
Lululemon’s website, quality 
is at the forefront of every-
thing they do. 
   Haag agrees with Lulule-
mon’s ideals.
   “Lululemon is reliable and 
good quality,” Haag said.
   But it was only this March 
in which Lululemon was sued 
and had to recall 17% percent 
of the women’s pants sold in 
their stores, after facing accu-
sations of see-through black 
pants, according to CNN. 
   Light material is not the 
only quality complaints 
Lululemon has been facing. 
Pilling has been a common 

occurrence in the pants lead-
ing to small fibers that rise 
above the material. 
   “That’s only defects,” Haag 
said in response to the see-
through pants accusations. 
   On November 11th, a sign 
reading “Size Does Matter” 
covered the main doors of the 
store in downtown Birming-
ham.
   “I think it’s horrible for 
the reputation of Lululemon 
and a dumb business move,” 
senior Matt Almeranti said. 
“They could have gone about 
the issue differently.”
   Responses in Birmingham 
have been varied with some 
in favor of the sign, some 
against, and some indifferent. 
   “I think it is completely fine 
to put ‘Size Does Matter’ on 
Lulu doors,” junior Emily Ab-
bott said. “The company isn't 

saying that size as in skinny 
or fat matters. They're saying 
that the size you are buying 
is an important factor in the 
success of your product.”
   Though the sign only 
remained up for three days, 
many people remembered it. 
   “I get that they don’t want 
certain people wearing their 
clothes, which is why they 
stop their sizes at a certain 
point,” Haag said. “But it's 
unnecessary and insensitive 
to publicize it on their stores 
by saying ‘Size Does Mat-
ter’.”
   In a survey conducted by 
the Highlander, 80% of 65 
responders saw the sign. 
   54% of the responders were 
upset with the sign, but only 
14% of the responders replied 
that they will no longer pur-
chase Lululemon clothing.

Some of the reasons that 
students will continue to 
buy the clothing is that it is 
good for working out.
   “Lululemon running 
shorts are my favorite, and 
the moisture wicking shirts 
are great for me when I'm 
on the track and its 80 plus 
degrees,” Almeranti said.
   Lululemon denied a re-
quest for comment. 
   Only days before, Lulule-
mon founder and chairman 
Chip Wilson was under 
fire for an interview with 
Bloomberg Television’s 
Street Smart. 
   “Quite frankly, some 
women’s bodies just actually 
don’t work,” Wilson said in 

the interview. 

See	LULULEMON	/	Pg.	2
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For the first time in years 
Seaholm will be bringing 
back the Sadie’s dance.  
The dance is to be co-spon-
sored by the freshmen and 
sophomore classes, and will 
take place the first weekend of 
February. 
 “Hopefully it’s just going to 
be a really fun event,” sopho-
more class advisor Shannon 
Feliciano said. “Something, 
since we missed so many 
dances last year, that people 
will enjoy and appreciate.”
A Sadie’s dance is typically 
centered on girls asking their 
dates, though guys can ask as 
well, which Feliciano thinks 
of as nostalgic throwback to 
older times. 
“I know there are a lot of peo-
ple who are getting excited 
about how they’re going to 
ask the person they want to, 
or who are starting to think 
about it,” Feliciano said. “I 
don’t necessarily think it has 
to be this romantic idea, you 
can just ask another friend.”

By Theresa Ross

Seaholm 
Reintro-
duces 
Sadie’s 
Dance

   For many Seaholm students, 
the term “Saturday School” 
often brings to mind the de-
tention received by those who 
collect a significant amount of 
tardies or are guilty of using 
their phone in class. If one 
would think that, they’d be 
wrong -- in the Birmingham 
community, another   Satur-
day School exists at Berkshire 
that hopes to garner much 
more positive attention.  
Spanish teacher Rudy Erazo 
has taken on the role of the 
Saturday School’s coordina-
tor and hopes to garner more 
attention for the education 
program.
   “We’re trying 
to change the 
perception,” 
Erazo said. 
“There’s a dif-
ference between 
Saturday School 
and Saturday De-
tention.” Satur-
day School was 
initially started 
around six years 
ago and begins 
each Septem-
ber during the 
school year and 
aims to help kids 
improve their 
grades in a warm 
and hospitable 
environment.
   Erazo de-
scribed the 
program as feel-
ing like a home. 
Here, students 
are free to come and go as 
they please, along with taking 
snack breaks. The atmosphere 
is also relaxed in order to 
make students feel more com-
fortable in their work with 
their tutors.
   According to Erazo, Satur-
day School’s goal is not only 

New Image for Saturday School
Paige Korner
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to help bridge any gaps in a 
student’s academics but to 
also form meaningful bonds 
between attendees. The 
program also hopes to form 
an understanding between 
the program and teachers 
which would allow students 
to receive extensions on as-
signment deadlines if they 
complete it during Saturday 
School.
   “It’s more of a community 
building thing than anything.” 
Principal Deanna Barash said. 
The program offers a form of 
help with schoolwork and also 
provides what Barash calls a 
mentor relationship, which 
many elementary school and 
middle school students find 
extremely valuable. 

   The younger students often 
look up to the older and 
more mature tutors, such as 
Seaholm NHS volunteers, and 
Erazo says that the children 
often enjoy learning from 
teenagers who can under-
stand them on a similar level.

   “Seaholm students are a big 
help with Saturday school.” 
senior Jackie Meier said.
   Meier felt that the school 
also greatly benefited the 
community and that it was a 
fantastic way for students to 
get together. She noted that 
it helped the kids build good 
character and that the kids 
were able to connect well 
with the high school students, 
along with giving them some-
body to look up to.
   “I really enjoyed volunteer-
ing there because it was a 
great chance to work and help 
other students of all ages.” 
Seaholm junior Heather Lee 
said. 
   Erazo hopes to create a 
chain where seniors teach 

juniors, juniors teach 
sophomores, and 
continue onwards 
so that everybody 
can get the help they 
receive from experi-
enced students.
   “Also, as a tutor you 
can pick what sub-
jects you want to help 
out with so if you do 
not know a subject or 
feel uncomfortable 
helping out, you do 
not have to.” Lee said.
   By helping younger 
students with their 
work, Lee was able to 
revisit past subjects 
she struggled with 
and view them with 
a newer, fresher per-
spective. She urged 

other students to give 
it a try. Not only does 
she tote it as a fun 

way to get community service 
hours, but also as an inspiring 
experience that may entice 
people to return again.
   “Seaholm students can find 
out if teaching is going to be a 
career for them.” Erazo said. 

“Just come and see.”

Photo Courtesy Of Rudy Erazo
Students can come to Berkshire’s library to recieve 
help from teachers or other students.

Seaholm’s 
Rising Star
Junior Ross Vinuya is going 
by a new name. The rap-
per dubbed himself as Ace 
Manilla and made his first 
appearance on YouTube with 
his single “Women”. 
Vinuya started playing piano 
at age six and got into rap-
ping around eight grade. 
“So much of my life revolves 
around making music that I 
can’t really do anything else,” 
Vinuya said.
He flew all the way out to 
Hollywood, California to 
shoot the video, which took 
five days to complete. 
Vinuya draws ideas from 
artists starting from the 70’s 
and 80’s and finding current 
artists such as Eminem as 
lyrical inspiration. 
“I started making my own 
stuff over other people’s in-
strumentals and then got the 
equipment for myself to make 
my original beats,” Vinuya 
said. “I developed as a song 
writer over the years.” 
He has even developed a 
marketing plan for the up-
coming year.
“I want to have an album out 
by 2014, Vinuya said. I just 
want to be successful doing 
what I love.”

By Madeline Tew and 
Caroline Squatrito

Power 
Outage 
Trigers 
Fire Alarm
On Friday December 13, 
Seaholm and the surround-
ing neighborhoods lost 
power in the middle of fifth 
hour. According to principal 
Dee Barash, all the lights 
went out at about 1:55, and 
less than a minute later the 
fire alarm went off.
“We guess that when the 
power was triggered there 
was a faulty line that set the 
alarm off, so that’s how we 
ended up outside,” Barash 
said.
The Fire Departments from 
Birmingham, Royal Oak and 
Bloomfield Township came 
to Seaholm, along with the 
Birmingham Police.
“Towards the end, when 
we sent everyone home, 
Bloomfield Township came,” 
Barash said.
Students and Staff were 
outside for about 50 minutes, 
and were sent home at about 
2:40.
“The reason that we were out 
so long was that there was 
definitely an electric smell,” 
Barash said. “These are old 
power lines.”

By Esther Seawell

   Students and teachers may 
get their way and have several 
snow days throughout the 
winter of the 2013-2014 year.
   This is due to the El Nino 
effect on the Pacific Ocean,‘’It 
causes water temperatures 
to rise in the tropics’’ Los 
Angeles native Leigh Murray 
said.”Since the Pacific Ocean 
is so big, slight changes can 
drive weather patterns world-
wide.’’
   Eric Holthas contributing 
meteorologist of The Wall 
street Journal said. ’’ In fact, 
the El Niño/La Niña cycle is 
the world’s biggest source of 
year-to-year climate variabil-

ity.’’
    During a snow day while 
students anxiously check the 
internet to find out whether we 
have school or not, our super-
intendent Dr. Nerad makes 
the final decision on whether 
we stay open or closed. The 
district supplies him with lots 
of data from the weather ser-
vices in order to make the right 
decision. 
   “In Oakland County all the 
districts consult with each 
other because weather can be 
very different in other areas of 
the county,’’ Nerad said.    “Ul-
timately Birmingham public 
schools tries to gather as much 
data and make a judgment call 
in the earliest hours that they 
can, factoring in wind chill, 

Conor Ryan
Staff Writer
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temperature, snow, start time 
of that snow, how well the 
buses can move. Ultimately, 
it’s a lot of good data and it 
comes down to one final judg-
ment.’’
   As for this winter El Nino is 
expected by NOAA weather 
prediction center to make 
2014 not only have stronger 
snowstorms in the northeast, 
but also make the 2014 the 
hottest year ever. The last El 
Nino was in 2010 which cur-
rently is the hottest year ever 
recorded.
   El Nino occurs every four 
to six years so going from 
2010 to 2014 is normal, so we  
probably won’t see another 
year like this one for a while 
so bundle up and let it snow, 
let it snow, let it snow.

Weather Patterns May Affect Snow Days

the interview. 
   The interview provoked 
various responses leading to 
an apology video made by 
Wilson posted on the Lulule-
mon YouTube channel. 
   “I think it is a company 
that was at first classy and 
designed for dedicated, fit 
people, but now its name 
had been tainted,” ju-
nior Alex Crump said.                                                                                          
Lululemon has also faced 
allegations for discriminating 
against their idea of an over-
weight customer.
   “Our product and design 
strategy is built around creat-
ing products for our target 
guest in our size range of 2 to 
12,” Alecia Pulam, a rep for 
Lululemon told the Los Ange-
les Times earlier this year. 
   Elizabeth Licorish, a former 
Lululemon employee told 
The Huffington Post this July 
that size 10 and 12 pants are 
purposely kept in the back in 
order to embarrass custom-
ers. In addition, Lululemon 
does not even carry the aver-
age women’s size of 14 accord-
ing to The Guardian. 
   “Lululemon should have had 
their employees make sure 
when women exit the fitting 
room to ask them if every-
thing fits well with a brief 
explanation that some pants 
fit different than others due 
to fabrics and dye,” Almeranti 
said. 
   Regardless of company 
tactics, Lululemon’s Birming-
ham location still has at least 
58 loyal customers prepared 
to spend money on the high-

LULULEMON
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priced apparel, according to a 
survey recently conducted by 
the Highlander.
   Prices for their notori-
ous yoga pants and leggings 
can range from $82-$108. 
The Scuba Hoodie Vest, for 
example is priced at $178 and 
when compared to The North 
Face Women’s Mossbud 
Acacia Vest at $70. The differ-
ence is significant between the 
competitors. 
   With the past months in 
mind, December 10th marked 
a day of sizable changes for 
the company. 
   Laurent Potdevin was 
named the new CEO of the 
company after Christine Day 
resigned in June. Leadership 
will transition to Potdevin in 
January. 
   “I’m so excited to be join-
ing Lululemon today as 
CEO,” Potdevin said in a 
video welcome posted on the 
Lululemon YouTube channel. 
“Lululemon is an exceptional 
brand building outstand-
ing technical and beautiful 
product.” 
   Board member Michael 
Casey will also become chair-
man of the company, after 
Wilson stepped down on the 
tenth. 
   “I think he didn’t want to 
deal with the reactions he 
was receiving to what he had 
previously said about size,” 
Haag said. “It’s completely 
his fault and he knew that by 
making such a powerful state-
ment there would be conse-
quences.”
   For a company whose ethi-
cal behaviors are question-
able, Lululemon has certainly 
established itself in Birming-
ham.

to open up and share their 
outlook with the class helped 
further develop class discus-
sion. 
   “The teacher discussed their 
position on birth control and 
insurance, it was part of the 
lesson but it swelled deeper,” 
the anonymous student said. 
It started a discussion in the 
class and we had a really good 
talk. When teachers share but 
don’t press there opinions 
upon students it greatly helps 
the class progress in what 
they’re learning.” 
   Teacher’s shared viewpoints 
mainly demonstrated posi-
tive feedback from students. 
However, discussion of opin-
ionated issues can become 
a sensitive topic. This was 
demonstrated through the 
34% of students who claimed 
to have felt uncomfortable or 
offended when their teachers 
expressed their stance on a 
debatable topic. 
   AP Government teacher, 
Scott Craig mentions the 
importance of respecting 
students’ opinions, to prevent 
the idea of imposed beliefs.  
   “So I go a little bit fur-
ther than other teachers [in 

CONTROVERSY
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expressing beliefs], but you 
have to walk a fine line, you 
always have to respect kids 
who have the other opinion,” 
Craig said. “…Bring up the 
other opinion, it may not be 
my own personal opinion, but 
so they can see the criticisms 
on both sides.”
   However, Flex teacher-
Robin Moten necessitates 
the students’ need to take 
into consideration other 
viewpoints, before forming 
judgment. 
   According to Moten, it’s 
sometimes difficult for stu-
dents to realize their teacher’s 
vulnerabilities. When teach-
ers choose to be honest with 
students, they’re putting 
themselves on the line. 
   Moten said that effective 
sharing of beliefs could ulti-
mately have an advantageous 
effect for students. 
   “I hope more teachers, 
begin to do this [share view-
points] and begin to see the 
importance of presenting 
ourselves as human beings 
and that yes it makes you 
vulnerable, but students are 
vulnerable too,” Moten said. 
And, since we’re all in this 
together, it can make for a 
really terrific experience, it 
doesn’t have to be one way or 
another.”

Colleges Cross-Check Social Media
Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com
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   GPA, test scores, essays, 
and…. tweets?
   While one of these things 
may seem to be the odd one 
out, these are now all factors 
that colleges can consider 
when looking at future stu-
dents.
   According to 2013 Kaplan 
research data, the number 
of admissions officers who 
check a students social 
media before deciding to 
accept them is at the highest 
point in history and con-
stantly increasing.
   Despite this statistic, a 
highlander survey found 
that only 16% of seniors sur-
veyed monitored their social 
media during the college 
admissions process.
   “I had a few pictures of 
me smoking so I took those 
down,” an anonymous stu-
dent said, “but that’s about 
it.” 
   Principal Dee Barash said 
that while she understands 
the increasing need for 
students to learn what is 
and what is not acceptable to 
post on social media, the only 
measure currently in place to 
learn this is through personal 
experience.
   “[Students] learn it the hard 
way,” Barash said. 
   Since more colleges have 
been using the Common Ap-
plication, students should be 

more aware of their online 
presence to prevent social me-
dia as their reason for defer-
ral/rejection.
   Scott Meiklejohn, Dean of 
admissions at Bowdin College 
emphasizes the importance 
social media has on college 
applicants. 
   Meiklejohn said a past ap-
plicant was rejected because 
they didn’t meet the school’s 
academic standards.  How-
ever, the student was also 
caught negatively tweeting 
about their school. Although 

academics was the major 
factor in this decision, hadthe 
student been under further 
consideration, social media 
could have resulted in their 
rejection. 
   “Lots of hurtful things are 
happening.  There’s a lot of 
self-harm being done and 
there’s a lot of damage being 

done to peoples’ reputations,” 
guidance counselorRebecca 
Powrozek said.
   According to a Kaplan sur-
vey, 31% of college admissions 
officers interviewed claimed 
to assess students’ Facebook 
pages when reviewing their 
application. 
   In the search for something 
immoral, illegal, or inappro-
priate, anything admissions 
officers find could be seriously 
misconstrued.  
   Bradley Shear, a specialized 
lawyer in social media law, 

said that this could be a le-
gal nightmare for students, 
because anything they post 
can be misinterpreted.  
   “Nobody should ever 
post pictures of themselves 
engaging in anything that’s 
illegal,” Powrozek said. 
“I mean nobody’s 21 and 
nobody should be drinking 
alcohol, and so if they are 
putting it out there, they 
are basically saying, ‘Hey, I 
party. This is what I do, and 
essentially I’m breaking the 
law,’ right?”
   Moral of the story, use 
logic when posting on the 
Internet.  It helps your 
college application and 

reassures college admissions 
that they’re making the right 
choice. 
   “Question yourself.  Would 
you be proud of yourself and 
would you want people to 
see that if they were strang-
ers,” Powrozek said. “How do 
you want to be perceived out 

there?” 

“Lots of hurtful things are 
happening. There’s a lot 
of self-harm being done 

and there’s a lot of damage 
being done to people’s 

repuatations.”

- Rebecca Powrozek
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   Seniors are talking about it. 
Parents are talking about it. 
Teachers are talking about it. 
College application and ac-
ceptance season has come to 
Seaholm.
   According to Seaholm 
College and Career Center 
counselor Judy Stahl, there 
are many reasons why stu-
dents choose to apply where 
they do. 
   Senior Jacqueline Emmons 
began applying to college in 
August and finished with ap-
plications during October.
   “I only applied to 3 schools 
and I applied to Indiana 
University, University of 
Wisconsin, and University of 
Michigan,” Emmons said. “I 
applied to them because I love 
the culture of Big 10 schools.” 
   According to Stahl, one 
of the biggest reasons why 
students apply to schools are 
how long they have known 
them and how many people 
know about the school.
   “I would say familiar family 
influence and the reputation 
of the school,” Stahl said. 
“Kids put a lot of influence on 
that.”
   Knowing about schools for 
many years can help stu-
dents picture themselves at 
those campuses, according 
to graduated senior Caroline 
Bartholomew.
   “I applied to Michigan, 
Michigan State, Kalamazoo 
College, and the University of 
Chicago,” Bartholomew said. 
“I had pictured myself attend-
ing MSU or U of M since I was 
young.”
   Another big reason why 
students apply is if they have 
the major that the individual 
plans to pursue.
   “I chose U of M because it 
has top programs for nearly 
every major that I’ve consid-
ered,” Bartholomew said.
   Junior Jake McElroy plans 
to apply to colleges next 
fall that have classes for his 
major.
   “Of course the college must 

College Application: Isn’t as Simple as People Think

Graph by Esther Seawell 
A graph of the percentage of students in the class of 2013 that went to Michigan 
schools as opposed to schools outside of the state.

   The 2013 rankings for the 
Nations best public schools 
have come out and Seaholm 
did not come out on top. 
Seaholm’s National ranking 
by Newsweek is now at a 419 
while Groves is ranked at 383.
   This is much different from 
last year’s ranking where US 
News ranked Seaholm above 
Groves in the state rankings-
Seaholm was 5th in the state 
while Groves was ranked 18th.

Photoillustration by Caroline Squatrito and Madeline Tew
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Groves Surpasses Seaholm in Newsweek’s 2013 High School Rankings
   The shocking news hasn’t 
made a large impact at 
Seaholm. Neither Principal 
Dee Barash nor Superinten-
dent Dr. Daniel Nerad had 
heard about the statistics yet.
   “I didn’t even notice the new 
one was out, the one that said 
we were fifth in the state I’ll 
remember for a long time.” 
said Barash.
   Barash thinks that much of 
this ranking has to do with the 
diversity in Groves, and the 
lack of diversity at Seaholm.
   “Truly they’re looking at the 

demograph-
ic data as 
well. We’re 
not overly 
diverse here 
at Seaholm 
and so that 
does play a 
little bit of 
a role. Our 
kids are ex-
pected to do 
well because 
demographically they should 
do well.” Barash said.
   The Newsweek data is based 

on a variety 
of informa-
tion about 
each school: 
the gradu-
ation rate, 
the average 
number and 
scores of AP/
IB tests taken, 
the amount of 
college bound 
seniors, the 

student body’s average ACT, 
and the percentage of stu-
dents enrolled in at least one 

AP course. 
   This type of data is used for 
future school improvements.
   “These [type of] tests were 
written to help identify cur-
riculum gaps. Say our 4th 
graders did poorly on the con-
cept of math estimation. You 
go fix the curriculum. That’s 
the value of those tests, not 
to judge schools. So you don’t 
want to use a single measure” 
Nerad said. “Schools are more 
than test scores. There more 
than a single letter grade or a 
color they give them to des-

ignate what they are.”   Many 
types of standardized tests 
are taken by students and are 
performed for improvements 
of the school.  
   “Our decisions should be 
data driven,” Nerad said. 
“Sometimes its curriculum, 
Sometimes it’s professional 
development. Sometimes it’s 
a matter of its only one test 
score lets take it again and see 
after a period of time. But yes, 
we do use data to make judg-
ments to what we need to be 
doing in the school.” 

   While all seniors are feeling 
the heat- putting the finishing 
touches on their college appli-
cations and anxiously await-
ing responses from schools- 
certain students are still in the 
middle of the overwhelming 
process.  The select seniors 
that choose to apply to college 
music programs have an extra 
step to complete: auditions. 
   The application process can 
be time consuming, but music 
programs offer many oppor-
tunities for students to fulfill 
their passion for the arts, 
according to Seaholm Band 
Director Timothy Cibor.
   Senior Julia Wilkins is a 
percussion section leader 
involved in marching band, 
jazz band, symphony band, 
and percussion ensemble at 
Seaholm.  Wilkins has been 
playing percussion since the 
age of eight.
   Even though her applica-
tions have been submitted, 
she still has to audition for 
each school, which is an ex-
tremely long process.  She has 
applied to numerous schools, 
including New York Univer-
sity, University of Michigan, 
and Northwestern University.
   “You have to travel to each 
school and play. For percus-
sion you have to play in three 
areas, snare drum, mallots, 
and symphony,” Wilkins said, 
“I’m missing two or three 
days of school each week for a 
month and a half.”
   Cibor said that he is proud 
that his students are fulfilling 
their passions in the musical 
industry and that they have a 
clear goal in mind.
   “I’m just proud of students 
[who], when they graduate 
high school, have a clear goal 
on what it is they want to do 
with their lives,” Cibor said.
   Sara Kmiec and Eliana 
Barwinski are among the 
Seaholm seniors pursuing 
music at the college level.  
Kmeic is applying for musical 
theatre programs and Barwin-
ski is interested in both the 
choral music education and 
vocal performance programs.
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   “The [application] process 
is very time consuming as 
one has to not only apply to 
the college itself but then to 
the music school,” Barwinski 
said. “Plus the time spent 
practicing for the audition 
adds up.”
   “It’s all I do basically,” 
Wilkins said.
   Kmiec said that the appli-
cation process is challenging, 
but she doesn’t think of it as 
work.
   “The effort really isn’t ef-
fort,” she said.
   Kmiec says that the process 
for musical theatre starts 
with sending in an applica-
tion and a self recording, 
followed by a live audition.
   Wilkins and Kmiec are con-
fident that they will be able 
to find jobs suited to their 
passion after their college 
experiences.
   Wilkins said she could get 
a job in an orchestra or apply 
for a graduate-level music 
program after college.
   Kmiec hopes to eventually 
make it on Broadway.
   The advice given to future 
students going through the 
application process for music 
programs ranges from get-
ting in touch with the profes-
sors at the school to taking 
the AP Music Theory class 
here at Seaholm.
   “I’m not nervous at all for 
music at the college level be-
cause of Seaholm’s amazing 
music programs,” Barwinski 
said. “I feel very prepared.”
   Cibor said that he encour-
ages students not to let the 
challenges they will face in 
the future cause them to 
regret their decision.
   “You have to have an inex-
haustible passion for what 
you do,” Cibor said.
   Even though the applica-
tion process is extensive and 
time consuming, Kmiec and 
Wilkins said they are excited 
to be heading down their 
paths.
   “I can’t see myself doing 
anything else,” both said.
   The long and winding road 
of the application process 
is about to come to an end.  
Wilkins and Kmeic are hope-
ful that they will hear from 
their dream schools in the 
coming months.

Seaholm’s Aspiring Musicians
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have a program that can help 
me excel in the career that I 
desire to pursue,” McElroy 
said.
   Stahl believes that parents 
are, or should be, looking at 
placement rate during the ap-
plication process.
   “Parents are looking for 
placement rate,” Stahl said. 
“How many students are actu-
ally securing jobs in the major 
they studied?”

   Something else to look at 
when applying for college is 
their retention rate, which is 
how many students continue 
their education from fresh-
man year to sophomore year.
   “If a school has a really big 
retention rate they clearly are 
providing what the students 

need,” Stahl said.
   Campus life is a big part of 
where students decide to go.
   “I’m also going to be living 
there for four years so I want 
to find a place with a student 
life that suits me,” McElroy 
said.
   Some detractors for stu-
dents are how if the university 
is too challenging or not chal-
lenging enough.
   “I was uninterested in 

schools that were not as 
academically rigorous,” Bar-
tholomew said.
   Doing more research into 
the classes that individuals 
can possibly take will ensure a 
better college experience.
   “I used to think that U of M 
would be too stressful and dif-

ficult, but if you take the right 
classes, that really isn’t the 
case,” Bartholomew said.
   Students also don’t always 
end up with the college they 
originally choose because of 
academic reasons.
   “Some transferring is 
because of lack of academic 
support, unavailability of 
professors during office hours 
or tutoring,” Stahl said. “Also 
changing a major that is not 
offered at that school or is 
better somewhere else.”
   Other reasons for transfer-
ring are because of cost.
   “You can get far away and a 
family could run out of money 
or they don’t want to take out 
student loans and then the 
backyard option isn’t so bad,” 
Stahl said.
   Of the 322 students in the 
class of 2013, around 53% of 
them are attending schools in 
Michigan.
   Where ever students decide 
to apply, Stahl just reminds 
everyone to take a compre-
hensive look at all schools 
they apply to, in order to 
make sure that they choose 
the best school.

not doing Assigned Readings Could Hinder Students Progress
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    According to a Highlander 
survey 12% of AP literature 
students surveyed did all of 
their assigned readings. 
   “I think that student’s are so 
used to reading short bits and 
pieces on the web, it’s hard for 
them to concentrate for a long 
period of time,” principal Dee 
Barash said. 
   According to English teacher 
Jane LaBond, a student’s de-

cision not to read could lead 
to gaps in their education. 
   “I believe a student's educa-
tion is incomplete if s/he has 
not read or at least attempted 
to read) the given assign-
ments,” LaBond said. 
   According to LaBond, read-
ings are not just randomly 
arbitrarily selected materials 
to meet state requirements; 
teachers spend a lot of time 
ensuring that readings will 
help students develop into 
more well rounded individu-

als. 
   “We teachers choose read-
ings because we feel they 
are important to a student's 
development, his understand-
ing of himself, and his under-
standing of the world we live 
in,” LaBond said.
   Senior Caroline Stacey 
said that she realizes many 
students can’t find the time to 
do all their assigned readings, 
but she feels like they are 
missing out.
   “I feel like there are so many 

applications in life with litera-
ture so I feel like it is pretty 
important,” Stacey said. 
   While Stacey said that many 
students might skip out on 
school readings due to time 
or lack of interest, only 40% 
of the AP literature students 
surveyed said that they rad for 
pleasure outside of school. 
   LaBond feels that these stu-
dents are doing themselves a 
disservice but not even engag-
ing in reading outside of the 
classroom. 

   “When students don’t read 
(whether for school or plea-
sure), they're missing out on 
becoming more functional, lit-
erate, compassionate people,” 
LaBond said. 
   According to Barash, the 
choice not to engage in read-
ing on a regular basis could 
have effects beyond personal 
development. 
   Barash said that a lack of 
reading skills is one of the 
biggest hurdles in improving 
ACT scores.

   Barash said that this year’s 
school wide summer reading 
was in fact in line with the 
effort to encourage student’s 
reading. After consulting with 
her Barash Board, Barash said 
that they hope to find a book 
more relatable to students so 
that they are more inclined to 
participate. 

*survey out of 25 AP literature 

students

“The college must have a 
program that can help me 
excel in the career that I 

desire to pursue.” 

- Jake McElroy
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 December 
tenth 
marked an 
evening 
filled with 
high-profile 
fashion, top 
tier celebri-

ties, and tears from teenage 
girls across the country.
   The annual Victoria Secret 
show, once again, served as 
self-esteem crush for count-
less girls and women across 
the country. 
   The fact that we conscious-
ly choose to watch a fashion 
show that could go as far as 
to bring ourselves to tears 
begs the question, what does 
the nation’s reaction to the 
Victoria Secret fashion show 
say about our societal defini-
tion of beauty? 
   The number of tweets that I 
saw that including “watching 
VS fashion show #actual-
lycryingrn troubled me as 
I was trying to answer this 
question. 
   Future women doctors, 
teachers, politicians, lawyers, 
and mothers truly felt that 
they were of less importance 
and value to society in the 
face of twenty Victoria Secret 
Supermodels.
   This can only mean that, 
as a society, our definition of 
beauty still relies primarily 
on the physical appearance 
of a woman. 

A Hitch in 
it: Thoughts 
on Femini-
sim, Victoria 
Secret, and 
Beauty
Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

   What about the other count-
less young women who put 
their time and effort into their 
studies, athletics, and fami-
lies? Are they not beautiful?
   It’s sad to think that a future 
female doctor that may dis-
cover the cure to cancer in the 
future is sitting at home cry-
ing because she will never be 
6’0” and weigh 100 pounds.
   While it’s true that super-
models such as Adriana Lima 
and Karlie Kloss certainly 
work extremely hard to 
maintain their physique, is 
this the only reason they are 
beautiful? 
   Aside from being a model, 
Adriana Lima is also a mother 
and human rights advocate. 
Karlie Kloss aspires to study 
medicine at Harvard. 
   Didn’t know that? 
   That’s not surprising as it’s 
pretty rare to find a tweet or 
post about the VS girls that 
isn’t centered on her physical 
beauty.
   Society’s overall unwilling-
ness to recognize talent, dedi-
cation, drive, commitment, 
and passion as being just as 
beautiful as physical appear-
ance needs to change if we 
hope to foster the success and 
empowerment of all women. 
   It’s okay to watch fashion 
shows and respect supermod-
els for the challenging physi-
cal and mental work they do 
on a daily basis, but it is not 
okay to let .0001% of the pop-
ulation to define what beauty 
is. Every woman is beautiful 
in her own unique gifts that 
she has to offer the world. 

   While some may call it 
crossing the line, when 
teachers share their personal 
opinions and thoughts on 
politics and religion with 
their students it gives stu-
dents an added real world 
benefit to their education 
that a textbook cannot. 
   The belief that sharing per-
sonal views in the classroom 
is unprofessional doesn’t 
translate into the real world. 
When students begin their 
careers, it is likely that they 
will begin towards the bot-
tom of the totem pull. Most 
students will have a boss or 
some type of supervisor at 
their place of work.
    Just like teachers, bosses 
are people too, and will have 
at least some opinions on 
some relatively controversial 
topics that students will have 
to be comfortable accepting. 
   Now I’m not saying it’s 
okay for a teacher or boss 
to discriminate against 

someone because they have 
different views than them. 
But, it is inevitable that at 
some point in life a student 
will disagree with someone 
important to their success 
on a controvertial topic and 
they just have to learn how 
to get past that and not let it 
hinder their success, wheth-
er it be in the classroom or 
the office. 
   There are also benefits 
when teachers share their 
personal views, opinions, 
and experiences with their 
students. It makes the teach-
er seem more human and 
approachable. When a stu-
dent is struggling in a class it 
is easy to view the teacher as 
a nuisance that just wants to 
bring down their GPA. How-
ever, when teachers open up 
to their students it makes it 
easier to see that they are in 
fact human beings that care 
about their students enough 
to share their own important 
beliefs and opinions with. 
   Sometimes teachers shar-
ing their own beliefs can 
open student’s minds to a 
new way of thinking. After 
all, the main purpose of high 
school is to learn. 
   While students can easily 
memorize the cell systems 
for their biology test on their 
own, they cannot have the 
experience of learning about 
different people with differ-
ent opinions alone at their 
desk.
    It’s true that Seaholm’s 
student population is not 
incredibly diverse, but many 
of the staff members come 
from different backgrounds, 
each with their own unique 
story to tell. Every timea 
teacher shares something 
different or unique about 
himself or herself, their stu-
dents benefit by being aware 
of that position that may be 
slightly different than their 
own. 
   When it comes down to 
it high school students like 
to be treated with respect, 
just like other adults would. 
When teachers open up to 
their students on political, 
religious, or just generally 
controversial topics, stu-
dents become more well-
roundedglobal citizens. 

   Market North End, an Ital-
ian bistro just popped up in 
the Birmingham scene.  The 
new restaurant is just across 
from Booth Parke on 474 N 
Old Woodward Ave.  
   Market North End has a 
great atmosphere with decent 
food.
   The quaint restaurant has 
many small tables with a large 
square bar as the center point 
of the restaurant. The res-
taurant has wooden covered 
walls that create an at-home 
feel.  The outdoor seating 
looks adorable, complete with 
turquoise chairs, small marble 
tables, and geometric chande-
liered lighting. 
   Market North End has a big 
sign “Pizze” by their kitchen, 
and a large hearth, which is 
viewable from the dining area. 
Pizza and Calzones are their 
main dishes.
   Market North End offers 
many different entrees on 
their menu. The menu ranges 
from pizzas and calzones all 
the way to hanger steak or a 
special Linguini with squid. 
   The House Bread, their ver-
sion of a pita, comes out of the 
hearth and directly sent to the 
table.  The pita deflates as it 

Meghan Flynn
Editor of Student Life
Mflynn.shshighlander@gmail.com

is torn apart and settles.  The 
bread is delicious and a must 
buy at Market North End due 
to all of the oils and herbs 
placed on top. The House 
Bread is designed to go with 
all of the appetizers on the 
menu and comes with a great 
creamy pesto sauce. 
   The overhyped pizza was 
disappointing after the first 
bite. It was thin, cool, and the 

bread and crust were more 
enjoyable than the center of 
the pizza.  When the crust 
steals the show away from the 
center of the pizza there’s a 
problem.
   Yet again Market North End 
disappointed when the timing 
of the meals didn’t match up.  
Some meals were finished 
with before others had even 
received theirs.

Market North End: Not So Buono

Staff Editorial

   Despite the let down on the 
pizza Market North End has 
many dishes that are quite 
good as their salmon, and the 
special Linguini with squid.  
   Their hours are Tue-Sat 
11:30 am - 1 am and Sun 12 
pm - 12 am.
   The Highlander gave Market 

North End 3 out of 5 stars.

“We consciously 
choose to watch a 
fashion show that 
could go as far as 
to bring ourselves 

to tears”

Photo By Madeline Tew
The red shopping cart is a key symbol of Market North End. The cart sits right on top of the 
small restaunts outdoor eating space

5 Things to Buy Under $10

Man on the Street:
       Whats your New Years Resolution?

“To get all A’s this Trimester!”  
-9, Grace Sherbin

“Eat less candy .  Do some more 
homework”  

-10, Oliver Breton  

“To be more healthy!”  
-11, Gabrielle Seguin

“To not drop out of highschool 
before I graduate”  

-12, Benny Brickner

Content by Meghan Flynn
Graphic by Paige Korner 

Contro-
versy 
Breeds 
Balance

Graphic by Monisha Gowda 

The belief that 
sharing personal 

views in the 
classroom is 

unprofessional 
doesn’t translate 
in thr classroom
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   “I don’t want a lot for 
Christmas; there is just 
one thing I need,
I don’t care about XBOX 
ONE, PS4, or Steam Ma-

chine!
I just want to play some 
Zelda, ZombiU, and Mario,
Make my wish come true!
All I want for Christmas is 
Wii U!”
   The holiday season is 
transformed into a virtual 
battleground for game 
companies each year. 
Instead of spreading cheer 
and happiness this fine 
winter, Microsoft and Sony 
fence in a duel-to-the-
financial-death. 
   With both companies 
having their respective 
consoles released around 
this jolly time, Nintendo 
sits in the corner, ignored 
by the media. The Wii U 
was released by Nintendo 
last year. Since then, news 
articles and gaming web-
sites changed their focal 
point to more modern 
releases.
   Nintendo still has a 
chance of doing phenom-
enally this season. The 
thing that the Big N has 
that the other two don’t 
is the unique hardware 
combined with its myriad 
of first party titles.
   There are two things 
Nintendo should do to 
succeed: Marketing and 
Bundling. For the former, 
let’s paint another one of 
my (not so) famous, hypo-
thetical scenarios. Let’s say 
you are selling bananas. 
Who doesn’t like bananas? 
So, in your commercial, 
you market it to teenagers. 
You tell them, “Bananas 
are cool, dude! They’re 
like edible boomerangs!” 
This is a stupid idea. More 
people like bananas than 
just teenagers. Adults, and 
children too, enjoy the 
awkwardly shaped fruit. 
It’s best not to isolate a 

part of one’s potential 
audience.
   Nintendo seems to have 
the idea in their head that 
their products are only 
played by people under 
the ripe age of 12. This is 
not the case, however, as 
many teenagers and adults 
play their products. Nin-
tendo needs to start airing 
commercials and using 
ads that support this.
   A good place to start 
would be with the Leg-
end of Zelda and Metroid 
franchises, as these are 
already darker than most 
Nintendo titles. Having a 
new Metroid game rated 
Teen or even Mature and 
marketing that game 
specifically to the older 
audiences would let those 
people know that Ninten-
do has games other than 
what people call “kiddy”.
   It’s as though the Me-
troid series says to its 
papa, Nintendo, “Daddy, 
let me show the public 
that you aren’t a kids-
only company.” The steely 
reply is, “Not now, junior. 
Your brother Mario is 
catering to those children 
over there.”
   As for bundling, making 
limited edition bundles 
of consoles with games 
could entice people who 
are on the fence about 
buying either the Wii U or 
3DS. Nintendo has al-
ready started this with the 
Legend of Zelda Wii U and 
3DS systems that have 
recently been released.
   But this can be taken a 
step further. How about 
a “Party Bundle” contain-
ing two 3DS’s (or 2DS’s) 
along with two copies of 
Mario Party: Island Tour 
for a lower price than buy-
ing the four components 
separately? Or releasing a 
“Pokémon Bundle” con-
taining a special edition 
3DS XL with Pokémon X, 
the newest Pokémon Mys-
tery Dungeon game, and 
Pokémon Rumble Blast 
would be a smart move. 
It’s the difference between 
selling eggs and selling 
cheese omelets.
   If Nintendo listens to 
Luke, they will do much 
better than previously 
anticipated this holiday 
season. And Nintendo, if 
you’re listening, we need 
another Metroid game. 
Don’t let the series die 
because of that last train 
wreck of a game.

Listen to Luke: 
All I want for Christmas 

is Wii U!
Luke Sperling
Staff Writer
lsperling.shshighlander@gmail.com

   I can count 
on one hand 
the numbers 
of times that 
I’ve heard 
someone say 
that they do 

community service because 
they enjoy giving back to 
their community. 
   Instead, community 
service has now become 
a competition. Just like 
athletics, academics, and 
test scores, students have 
turned the act of communi-
ty service into a race to see 
who can get the most hours 
and awards to put on their 
college application. 
   For example, while it’s 
true that many students 
in the National Honors 

Society would not do 
community service had it 
not been a requirement of 
the organization, it is also 
true that putting a nu-
meric value of “hours” does 
cheapen the act of serving 
the community. 
   The premise of doing 
community service is giv-
ing back to your commu-
nity without pay.
   However, at least for me, 
when I ask my supervi-
sor to sign my hours sheet 
after tutoring or helping 
at a community event, I 
can’t help but feel a sense 
of guilt. 
   Because service hours 
have now become a com-
modity, used to attract 
colleges and receive fancy 
awards, it almost feels like 
I am in fact demanding pay 
for my service. 
   I do agree that the prin-
ciple of requiring commu-

No More Community Service Hours Please!
Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@
gmail.com

nity service hours is good. 
Everyone SHOULD do 
community service at some 
point. 
  However, I think that 
if we began to shift away 
from community service 
requirements, we would 
find that more people 
would find true value and 
meaning in their commu-
nity service activities.
  While it’s true that the ini-
tial result would probably 
be a decrease in students 
volunteering to help out, 
I believe that the opposite 
would be true over time. 
   Currently, deadlines on 
when hours can take place 
and be turned in often 
causes students to jump on 
the first opportunity that 
offers the most hours for 
the least work. 
    If students are not 
required to have a certain 
amount of hours by a cer-

tain time they are given the 
freedom to wait until they 
find a service opourtunity 
that they truly connect with 
to invest their time in. 
   When students do begin 
to find organizations and 
communities that they en-
joy giving back to, they will 
begin to create a norm of 
volunteering. Students are 
highly influenced by their 
peers, especially in high 
school. 
   Regardless of what adults 
say, high school students 
really do care and many 
will still pursue service to 
their community even if 
they are not required to do 
so. 
   Getting back to true 
community service has to 
start with the future lead-
ers of America, so it’s time 
we take a step in the right 
direction and eliminate 
service requirements.

Kelly Martinek
Editor-in-Chief of Web
kmartinek.shshighlander@gmail.com

Opinion 5

   Seaholm 
has re-
instated 
the popu-
lar Sadie 
Hawkins 
dance, set 
to be held 
in Febru-
ary 2014. 

Sadie’s is an enjoyable and 
longstanding tradition, so 
old that most people likely 
couldn’t tell you where 
it started.  But while the 
school gears up for what 
is sure to be a good night 
and a welcome change of 
pace for school-sanctioned 
dances, it’s important to 
acknowledge the origins 
and sexist implications of 
the event. 
   The whole idea comes 
from an edition of the 
“Li’l Abner” comic strip 
by Al Capp, popularized 
by newspapers in the mid 
20th century. 
   In the comic, 35-year-
old Sadie Hawkins’ father, 
who fears she is too ugly 
to marry, organizes “Sadie 
Hawkins Day”- a day when 
the town’s eligible bach-
elors participate in a race.  
The one Sadie catches is 
forced to marry her. 
   As a comic strip, it re-
duces a woman’s worth to 
her looks alone and makes 
a tragedy of an unmarried 
30-something woman.  As 
a school dance, it encour-
ages a pointless social 
norm that boys “should” 
be the ones to ask girls out, 

The Good, The Bad, and the Sadies
through the designation 
of a specific day when 
the opposite happens. 
   The real issue isn’t 
about who asks who to 
high school dances.  The 
issue is that girls are not 
being taught that asking 
someone to a dance is a 
gender neutral activity.
   Supporters of Sadie’s 
argue that it gives shy 
girls the confidence they 
would not have had 
otherwise to ask some-
one to a dance.  This is 
true, and it is good, but 
why can’t they be given 
that kind of confidence 
and support all the time?  
There shouldn’t need to 
be a day set aside where 
girls are “allowed” to ask 
boys to dances.  They 
should be encouraged 
to do so all of the time, 
if that’s what they want.  
There’s nothing wrong 
with boys asking girls, 
but girls should be told 
that they can ask too.
   Sadie’s is a fun tradi-
tion, and its question-
able origins don’t change 
that.  There’s nothing 
wrong with switching 
roles. In fact it should be 
encouraged.   But Sadie’s 
is a step in the wrong di-
rection.  It would be bet-
ter to encourage the girls 
who regularly sit out 
school dances, lament-
ing being dateless, to ask 
someone themselves. It 
would be more progres-
sive to send the message 
that they don’t have to 
leave their fate-or their 
Saturday night plans- in 
the hands of anyone else.  

   The 
usual 
question 
is roaming 
though 
the 
halls of 
Seaholm 

high school, “who are 
you going to ask?” But, 
instead of it being asked 
by boys, it’s being asked 
by girls.  Sadie Hawkins is 
back and is causing quite 
a ruckus at Seaholm. 
   Sadie’s gives a chance 
for shy girls to ask some-
one to a dance, but this 
isn’t only what the dance 
is about. It’s just some 
different way of shaking 
up the same old dance 
patterns of homecoming 
winter dance and then 
prom. It can get boring.  
Sadie’s is supposed to be 
fun.  
   Girls asking boys be-
come a buzz around the 
entire school. Now, all 
of a sudden, the girls are 
put in the boy’s place and 
must find creative ways to 
ask them to the dance.  
   Maybe a poster or car-
paint to ask someone, but 
a simple text doesn’t do it. 
It’s nice for each person 
to see the opposite role 
sometimes. Now the boys 
do the waiting to see if 
they’ll get asked.

   Some girls might never 
ask a guy out in a million 
years unless given the op-
tion to through a setting 
such as Sadie’s, maybe just 
because of their shy nature, 
while other girls might be 
able to ask a guy out when-
ever. This dance gives every 
girl a chance to be brave 
and ask someone to the 
dance. Sadie’s gives each 
shy girl the kick in the butt 
that they need to ask some-
one out.
   By flipping it around and 
having girls ask the guys 
different couples or rela-
tionships might start than 
the usual ones.  Due to the 
obvious change in people 
asking and some people 
might not realize how great 
or interesting the other 
person is until the night of 
the dance. 
   Sadie’s has been known 
to start relationships.  One 
couple that are now college 
freshman started dating 
because of a Sadie’s dance 
their sophomore year. They 
have stayed strong ever 
since.
   Some say Sadie’s is old 
fashion and feminist, but 
it’s   made to shake things 
up between the usual pat-
terns. Although Sadie’s is a 
school dance just like any of 
the other dances, there will 
be pictures then dancing 
and after parties, it doesn’t 
really matter who asks who 
as long as it’s a fun night.

Meghan Flynn
Student Life Editor
mflynn.shshighlander@gmail.com

PRO: CON:
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   Politics- the inescapable 
aspect of life in the United 
States that shapes the laws 
citizens live by.
  While 95% of students sur-
veyed said that it is important 
to be politically aware, only 
50% of students could identify 
one of Michigan’s state sena-
tors out of four choices.
   “It’s sad how apathetic 
our generation is in regards 
to what is going on around 
them,” senior Sabrina Gowda 
said. 
   According to Seaholm social 
studies teacher Barbra Harte, 
the interests of the younger 
members of America’s popu-
lation are often pushed to the 
wayside because of their lack 
of involvement in govern-
ment. 
   “If students want to have 
a louder voice, they need to 
participate in government in 
much higher numbers,” Harte 
said. 
   Sophomore Paul Korte said 
that it is specifically important 
for high school students to be 
informed on political issues 
because of their close proxim-
ity to voting age. 
   According to Junior Cam-
eron Baller, a more politically 
aware teen will lead to a more 
informed voter and an overall 
better political situation. 
   “When students are politi-
cally informed, they become 
more aware of their own 
political beliefs and how they 
compare to those in our gov-
ernment,” Baller said. 
   Baller said that it is impor-
tant that students learn to 
form their own opinions at a 

Kendall Hitch
Editor in Chief
Khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

young age so that they don’t 
just default to someone 
else’s opinion.
   “[Student’s that are politi-
cally informed] lead to more 
honest, informed decision 
making when they become 
voters and rather than vot-
ers who just follow their 
family/friends/community,” 

Baller said. 
   According to Korte, a basic 
understanding of politics 
is also important in main-
taining a sense of dignity 
around family and friends.
   “It’s important to be po-
litically aware so that when 
your grandparents ask you 
about John McCain, you 

don’t talk about their walking 
stick, ” Korte said. 
   More than maintaining their 
sense of pride, Seaholm stu-
dents don’t have a completely 
clear picture of what is hap-
pening in the policy making 
sphere.
   According to a Highlander 
survey, 44% of students were 

able to correctly identify one 
piece of legislation that has 
been discussed in congress 
this year.
   While some students were 
able to correctly identify im-
migration reform as a current 
piece of legislation, other 
responses included “the Bill of 
Rights” and “I’m in Govern-

ment and I still don’t know”
   Harte said that teens’ general 
lack of political awareness can 
be troubling, especially when a 
policy effects them. 
   “Many issues that are a part 
of the policy agenda directly 
involve students - minimum 
wage for example,” Harte said. 
   According to Harte, a govern-
ment class should prepare a 
student to be an informed and 
active political citizen. 
   However, survey results 
indicate that classes may not 
be doing the trick for all of 
Seaholm’s students.
  Only 23% of students sur-
veyed said that they got the 
majority of their political edu-
cation from school, while the 
remainder of students said that 
they learned about the politi-
cal world at home or another 
source. 
  Harte said that even before 
students are of voting age, they 
can still be actively involved in 
the political system. 
“Voting is not the only way 
for citizens to get involved in 
our political system,” Harte 
said.      “Certainly students can 
become involved in political 
activities even before they are 
of a voting age.”
   No matter how students gain 
political knowledge or advo-
cacy, Gowda said that it is es-
sential for students to be apart 
of the process in some way, 
shape, or form.
   “Various legislation and po-
litical issues affect us whether 
we know it or not. Being apart 
of the process can only help us 
make better decisions regard-
ing which side to support and 
the necessity of support,” 
Gowda said. 

Photo By Esther Seawell

Results from the Highlander survey showed that most 
Seaholm studnets were politically uninformed. 

vorite form of art is drawing, 
but she wishes to learn more 
about painting and photog-
raphy.  Her biggest form of 
inspiration is students here at 
Seaholm, specifically Mad-
eline Tew and Chloe Hajjar.  

 

   In today’s competitive 
world, everyone is looking 
for something to give them 
an edge and make them 
stand out. To employers and 
travelers, there is no better 
skill than speaking multiple 
languages. However, most 
Americans have a tough time 
learning another language.
   Junior Mary Sheffieck is 
taking AP Spanish this year 
and finds the course to be dif-
ficult. Despite the challenge, 
Sheffieck sees improvement 
in her fluency. She writes full 
essays and has full conversa-
tions in Spanish.   
   “I could not speak before, 
and I’m still not great, but 
I’ve gotten better,” Sheffieck 
said.
    She took the class because 
she wanted to become fluent 
in the language as well earn 
the college credit. Sheffieck 
believes being bilingual could 
help her in her future, but 
doesn’t know how it will yet.
   “I think it would be cool to 
speak both languages,” Shef-
fieck said. “It will definitely 
open doors.”
   Spanish teacher Rudy Erazo 
agrees. As a native Spanish 
speaker, becoming bilingual 
has made him realize all of 
the advantages.
   “It is an advantage in my 
opinion,” Erazo said. “[There 
is] better money, better job 
opportunities.”
   Spanish Teacher and 
Foreign Language Depart-
ment Head Carlos Torres also 
noted that knowing another 
language can greatly expand 
vocabulary.
   “Suddenly you’re finding 
words in the ACT that you can 
figure out because you knew 
them from Spanish,” Torres 
said.
   Torres thinks learning a 
second language is important 
because of how the rest of the 
world communicates.
   “It’s important to remember 
that most of the world is mul-
tilingual,” Torres said. “Most 
people have two or more 
languages as a background, 
and English is almost always 
one of them.” 
   Students at Seaholm and 
in all of the state of Michigan 
are required to take advan-
tage of learning a foreign 
language. Two years of the 
same language are required 
to graduate. According to 
Torres, about 75 percent of 
students at Seaholm go past 
the requirement.
   That does not mean all 

students are determined to 
fully learn a new language. 
Junior Chrystyna Strumbos is 
in French 3, but says she does 
not want to become fluent.
   “I just want the four years,” 
Strumbos said. “I want a basic 
knowledge on it. I don’t want 
to go too in depth.”
   Strumbos believes it is too 
difficult to learn the language 
because students do not prac-
tice it enough. She says they 
are focused on their other 
classes and commitments.
   “If it’s consistent, if you have 
nothing else to do besides 
learn a language, that’s fine,” 
Strumbos said.
   Strumbos is not alone. She 
believes that other students 
find taking a foreign language 
to be too challenging or un-
necessary.

McKenna Ross
Page Design Editor
mross.shshighlander@gmail.com

Becoming Bilingual 

“It’s important to 
remember that 

most of the world 
is multilingual.”

- Carlos Torres
  “I think a lot of people find 
it to be annoying,” Strumbos 
said. “I hear a lot of complain-
ing.” 
   According to voxy, a lan-
guage learning website, both 
French and Spanish are 
considered easy languages to 
learn. It should take 23-24 
weeks or 575-600 class hours 
to pick up the languages. If 
this is the case, then why 
aren’t the motivated students 
fluent?
   Torres says studies show 
that starting a language at a 
young age is easier because 
the brain is still developing 
and grammar is not a barrier 
in learning to communicate. 
At a younger age, children 
learn both languages at the 
same time and therefore 
code-switch. They use two dif-
ferent languages in the same 
sentence.
   “In language education, 
some things are switching,” 
Torres said. “The goal was 
to teach Spanish and there 
would be no influence from 
English in it at all.”
   Now, things are changing. 
Realizing that people who are 
bilingual often code-switch, 
educators have decided to 
integrate that into teaching.
   “It’s not that you forget your 
native language, and replace 
it with the new language that 
you’re learning,” Torres said. 
“The goal is to become bilin-
gual.”

The winter months bring 
some of the most dangerous 
and difficult driving condi-
tions all year. The snow, ice, 
and cold temperatures fre-
quently cause accidents and 
mechanical breakdowns, so a 
vehicle and a driver must be 
prepared for all of the difficul-
ties on the winter roads.  
   During winter, the roads are 
especially dangerous, even 
for an experienced driver. Try 
to avoid any trips in difficult 
weather that aren’t necessary. 
Before driving, allow the ve-
hicle’s engine to idle for a few 

Items to Keep in your car
Jumper/booster cables with printed instructions
-Important to have all year, especially in winter.
-First aid kit
-Windshield scraper/brush
-Warm blanket or extra coat
-Bags of sand, traction mats or old pieces of _carpet
-To help get out of deep snow when the vehicle is stuck
-Emergency flare or flashing emergency light with crank 
power or spare batteries
-Cell phone car charger

Vehicle Tips
-Avoid sharp braking or throttle 
-If the vehicle has ABS, hold the brake pedal firm without 
pumping the brakes.
-Increase following distance and reduce speed, especially 
before turning or near traffic lights. 
-While skidding; remain calm, steer in the direction the 
vehicle should be going, do NOT overcorrect steering, and 
avoid sharp braking or acceleration. 
-Avoid using the parking brake in cold weather
-Do not use cruise control on wet, snowy, or icy surfaces

Sydney Mckay has been ex-
perimenting with art since she 
was a little girl. However, her 
interest really peaked when 

Garphic by Meghan Flynn 

After surveying Seaholm students the Highlander found the 
most popular Winter break locations for this upcoming week. 
Florida is a common spot for Seaholm students as is staying 
home this break.

Spotlight on Student Artist: Sydney Mckay 
Caroline Squatrito
Photo Editor
Csquatrito.shshighlander@gmail.com

she turned twelve.  Sydney en-
tered in an art competition last 
year for Toast, in downtown 
Birmingham, and won.  Her 
prize was to have her work, a 
mural, displayed and later put 
up for auction.  Sydney’s fa-

Eventually, Sydney plans 
on studying art in college 
as a minor.  Outside of her 
artwork Sydney is an avid 
swimmer and designs the 
shirts that are worn to the 
league meet every year. 

Courtesy Of Sydney Mckay
Some of Sydney Mckay’s drawings, from her representation of Van Gogh to an interesting spin on a yin and yang symbol. 
Mckay’s now beginning to start with new  types of art and is interested in painting.

Tarzan ……………………… Ryan Head
Jane ……………………… Sara Kmiec
Kala ……………………… Eliana Barwinski
Kerchak……………………… Shane McPartlin
Terk ……………………… Charlie Burg
Father ……………………… Alex Pederson  
Mother ……………………… Sydney Alexander 
Porter ……………………… Cameron Flynn
Clayton ……………………… Austen Scheer
Snipes ……………………… Sam Buckey 

Leopard……………………… Caitlin DeLuca
 ……………………… Jacqueline Lee

Soloist ……………………… Robert Brown
 ……………………… Henry Burg
 ……………………… Hunter Williams

Young
Tarzan ……………………… Josh Taylor

 ……………………… Will Waldman

Battling Winter Car Issues
Zack Lapinski
Staff Writer
Zlapinski.shshighlander@gmail.com

minutes and completely clear 
the windows, headlights, and 
tail lights of ice and snow. 
Warming the engine lowers 
the risk of mechanical failure 
and clearing the windows 
and lights lets the driver see 
and be seen by other drivers.  
    Here is a list of important 
items to have in the vehicle 
during the winter, which can 
help in many different emer-
gency situations arising from 
cold weather or dangerous 
road conditions. The High-
lander also put together a list 
of tips to maintain control of 
the vehicle when on snowy, 
icy, or wet roads.

Spring Musical Cast List

Courtesy Of Eliana Barwinski
Some of the main cast gearing up for a rehearsal. From Left 
Eliana Barwinski, Sara Kmiec, Ryan Head, Charlie Burg, 
and Shane McPartlin.

Tarzan was choosen for the 2014 Spring Musical. Matthew 
Szalkowski is the Director and Lori Frick is the Music Director.

Teenage Political Awareness is Downhill
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   Every year, fall and win-
ter holidays are celebrated 
throughout the Seaholm com-
munity. In addition to those 
holidays, students and their 
families have traditions that 
go along with the holidays. 
   There are commonly known 
traditions that students 
have; however, students 
have a few unique tradi-
tions.
   Junior Olivia Ruiz cel-
ebrates a Mexican tradi-
tion that goes along with 
Christmas called Three 
Kings Day, or Día de los 
Reyes. It is celebrated on 
January sixth.
   “Instead of getting gifts 
from Santa, we get gifts 
from the Three Kings who 
brought Jesus gifts on the 
day he was born,” Ruiz 
said. “They followed the 
star and got to Bethlehem 
on the sixth, which is why 
it is celebrated so late.”
   Next, Ruiz and her 
family eat special bread, 
called a Rosca, which is 
a braided sweet bread. 
Ruiz’s family puts little 
baby Jesus figures inside 
the bread. However, Ruiz 
said traditionally there is 
only one.
   “If you cut the piece of 
bread with the baby Jesus in 
it you have to throw a party 
on the end of epiphany for 
your church,” Ruiz said.
   Junior Cate Goldman’s fam-

Holiday Traditions
Claire Markley
Community Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com

ily has a unique Christmas 
tradition.
   “Every year Santa Claus puts 
oranges in our stockings for 
a ‘sweet holiday’,” Goldman 
said.
   Breaking the wishbone at 
Thanksgiving is a tradition 
junior Nicolette Granata and 
her family have each year.
   “On Thanksgiving, towards 

the end of the meal we take 
the wishbone out of the tur-
key, and two people are cho-
sen to break the wishbone,” 
Granata said. “When each has 

hold of one end, they break 
it, and whoever breaks off the 
larger end wins and has good 
luck for the rest of the year.”
   The wishbone tradition, 
along with this next tradition, 
is unique, yet common. 
   “We search for a special 
ornament on the tree that is 
shaped like a pickle to see 
who opens the first gift,” ju-

nior Rachel DaDamio said.
   Each family has their tradi-
tions, some more common 
than others. However, all are 
special in their own way.

Do you have any unique holiday traditions? 
(Fall and Winter Holidays)

“Pond Hockey”
“Watching Elf on Christmas Eve”

“Tracking Santa online with my cousins”
“Up North the day after Christmas”

“Hide a pickle in the tree to open the first gift”
“Reading ‘Twas the Night before Christmas on 

Christmas Eve”
“Hot chocolate on the first snowfall”

“Lobster Racing”
“We always have the same breakfast”

“Wishbone”
“Making Christmas cookies and fudge”

“Decorating the Christmas tree”
“12 course meal on Christmas Eve with my family, a 

Ukrainian Tradition”
“Singing on Christmas Day”

“My family does Christmas on the eve not the day”

These responses are from a survey conducted by the Highlander 
asking the respondents to share a unique winter/fall tradition.

   Junior Cate Goldman, 
president of the club Seaholm 
Offers Support, told the High-
lander about the community 
service club S.O.S. has been 
and will be involved in.
   “Recently for Thanksgiv-
ing we had students not only 
volunteer to buy different 
prepackaged Thanksgiving 
foods to donate to families in 
need but also to help package 

Community Service with SOS
Claire Markley
Community Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com

them on one specified day. We 
had a lot of volunteers come 
and package food for families. 
In December we are teaming 
up with Dixon Elementary 
School in Detroit, and we are 
adopting families. We have 
a list of a lot of families that 
are going to be given differ-
ent clothes, shoes, and games. 
They will be getting those for 
Christmas when they aren’t 
able to afford them on their 
own. Also we do different 
dates for wrapping Christmas 
presents for families in need. 

We have student volunteers 
go and wrap presents as well.”
   “Throughout the entire 
year, S.O.S. does lunches once 
every week on Thursdays with 
the ASD students at school. 
So if you’re available during A 
or B lunch you can come and 
have lunch with those stu-
dents. Also, we tutor kids at 
Derby Middle School, so you 
can sign up to do that after 
school. We have a talent show 
that we put on to fundraise 
money for families.”

Graphics By Claire Markley
In a survey conducted by the Highlander, 36 respondents shared their favorite holiday movies, songs, and singers. Also, they shared their holiday traditions, some of which are pictured in 
Holiday Traditions above.

Use these gift ideas to make the holiday sea-
son great!
-Keep an ongoing list of things people want or 
need and don’t stop adding to it.
-Consider general interests to help brainstorm 
ideas.
-Think of things they like to borrow (clothes, 
phone charger.) 

Great Gift Giving Tips
Olivia Miller
Staff Writer
omiller.shshighlander@gmail.com

-Think of things they enjoy that need replac-
ing (electronics, tools, beauty products.)
-Think of things that you would want too (it 
might go both ways.)
-Get a gift certificate or tickets for something 
to do together (movie tickets.) 
-Homemade goodies are a perfect gift to give 
everyone (see recipes.)
-Go shopping to help think of ideas.w
-Good gifts aren’t always the ones that cost a 
lot; it’s the thought that counts.
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   Each year 
at the end 
of both first 
and second 
trimester, 
tryouts and 
finals happen 
in roughly 
the same 
week. For 

years now student athletes 
and parents of these student 
athletes have been complain-
ing about the large stress load 
of the need for athletic and 
academic excellence at the 
same time.
   I understand the worry for 
the freshmen. Trying out for 
their first winter or spring 
sport, along with the con-
cern of the first year of finals 
is tough to get the hang of. 
Other than that, I think there 
is too much worrying happen-
ing. 
   In my experiences, finals 
and studying for finals have 
never conflicted with tryouts. 
Tryouts usually take place the 
same day as finals, or more 
recently, the week leading up. 
If the case is tryouts before 
finals, there shouldn’t be an 
issue. Most students know 
how to ration their time and 
not have studying conflict 
with a two hour tryout later in 
the day. 
   For the tryouts in which 
I have participated, finals 
and tryouts were the same 
days. This never concerned 
me because on days with 
finals, students were allowed 
to go home around 11:30 in 
the morning. This leaves, if 
necessary, five to six hours to 
study before the tryout. If this 
schedule makes for a conflict 
between school and sports, 
the problem is most likely 
within the student rather than 
the system. 
   Other than freshmen, stu-
dent athletes know how the 

schedule goes. A freshman be-
ing concerned about the work 
load makes sense because 
they have never gone through 
the finals system and some 
haven’t gone through school 
tryouts either. If a freshman 
was concerned, I wouldn’t 
think twice, but people who 
have been through the system 
already should know what 
to do and how to be efficient 
with their time.
   Someone who is proficient 
in the specific sport should 
have no trouble making their 
school team, and frankly, if 
someone were to claim that 
their spot on the team or lack 
of one was because of study-
ing conflicts, then they are to 
blame, not the coach or the 
administration.  
   I prefer for coaches to 
schedule tryouts the same 
days of finals because then I 
feel less compelled to study 
even more than I already 
have. When I’m sitting at 
home after studying various 
subjects for north of three 
hours, the last thing I want to 
do is study more. To me, try-
outs are a break from study-
ing that also involves doing 
a sport I enjoy. All positive 
things. 
   All in all, it may be tough 
to ease into the whole high 
school experience and stress-
ing about finals and stress-
ing about tryouts are both 
essential parts of that. But the 
complaints seem excessive. 
Getting used to the workload 
is not hard and is easy to 
adapt to. I dread less the week 
of finals/tryouts, and more 
the whole trimester with two 
hour practices everyday plus 
homework after a regular 
seven hour school day, that 
can get tedious.
   There are more important 
things in life than passing 
finals or making a team, so 
don’t avoid any unnecessary 
stress. Take it easy on yourself 
every once in a while. 

Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowers.shshighlander@gmail.com

Boy’s Swimming
Record: 1-0
Last Game: Clarkston (W)
Key Players: Jack Russell, Evan Burke, Cliff Ross
Quote: “I think that our team is working really hard and 
on the right track to having a great rest of the season” 
-Sophomore Perry Fisher

Wrestling
Record: 4-4
Last Game: Walled Lake Western (W)
Key Players: Mack Fritz and Reed Cortright 
Quote: “The season has been going good so far. We are 
far more ahead in our skill level than we were at this 
time last year. Next week we wrestle at the Oakland 

County Individual Tournament at Oxford High School 
and we expect to place higher than we did last year, 
which was 15th place” 
-Coach Steve Stein 

BU Varsity Hockey
Record: 4-4
Last Game: Canton 6-5 (W)
Key Players: Matt Flamand, Chase Iacafano
Quote: “The harder the battle the sweeter the victory. 
That’s what we accomplished - we battled to the end” 
-Senior captain Luke Braun

Boy’s Varsity Basketball
Record: 1-1
Last Game: vs. Brother Rice (L)
Key Players: Austin Roth, Joey Nagridge
Quote: “Frankly, we didn’t empty the quiver.. But all you 
can do is say ‘I’m the heem’ and keep working” 
-Senior Guard Andrew Barton

Girl’s JV Basketball
Record: 3-0
Last Game: vs. Clawson (W)
Key Players: Anna Barr and Caroline Manning
Quote: “The girls have been working really hard this 
season, and have all improved their game.  They’re 
working together as a unit and I’m excited to see what 
the rest of the season holds!”
-Coach Tracy Skalsky

Boy’s JV Basketball
Record: 1-1
Last Game: vs. Brother Rice (L)
Key Players: Joey Ashcraft, JP Shady
Quote: “We’re playing good, and if we keep playing 
we’ll win more games”
-Sophomore Guard Joey Ashcraft

BVS Figure Skating
Record: A, B, and C team are overall
Last Game: against entire district 
Key Players: Kendall Spina and Alis Manoogian
Quote: “We feel really good so far, we scored really well 
on our first competition, and we only have three in our 
season. If we keep up the good work we;ll be on our 
way to states.” 
-Senior Alis Manoogian

Girl’s Varsity Basketball
Record: 4-0
Last Game: Clawson (W)
Key Players: Elise Tolbert and Mackenzie Harbot
Quote: “We are at the beginning of a long, but very 
exciting road for Seaholm Women’s Basketball.  With 8 
returning seniors, we have real leadership and a drive 
to win.  The energy is tremendous.  With hard work and 
commitment, great things can happen for this group of 
11 players” 
-Coach January Hladki

Sports Briefs

Reed My Lips: 
Stress or Laziness?

Amazing performer, well-
rounded, extremely talented, 
and beautiful are just some of 
the ways senior Sophia Ma-
zich is described by her dance 
instructor.
   Primarily trained in bal-
let, contemporary, and jazz, 
Mazich began dancing when 
she was two years old.  But for 
the past four years, Mazich 
has been taught by instructor 
Alicia Cutaia at Eisenhower 
Dance Center in both Bir-
mingham and Rochester.  
   “I started dancing in Chi-
cago but my dad’s job has 
moved us to a multitude of 
different states,” Mazich 
said.  “We lived in Delaware 
for ten years and I danced at 
Delaware Dance Company 
as a part of their Performing 
Company.”
    In 2010, Mazich and her 
family moved to Michigan, 
where she joined Eisenhower 
Dance Center’s senior stu-
dent company, Center Dance 
Ensemble.  Eisenhower Dance 
Center is a professional, 
national touring dance com-
pany.  
   According to their website, 
Eisenhower Dance Center is 
“Michigan’s premiere contem-
porary dance company.”
   Mazich dances at both 
Rochester and Birmingham 
studios.  The Rochester studio 
is home to the senior student 
company along with the pro-
fessional company. 
   “The professional dancers of 
the company are my dance in-
structors,” Mazich said.  “It’s 
such an incredible experience 
to have professional dancers 
as mentors.  They’re extreme-
ly knowledgeable in dance 
and they are a true inspiration 
to me.”
   Mazich dances every day 
after school, typically three 
to four hours a day.  She also 
has ballet classes on Saturday 
mornings.  
   “Sundays I usually have 
private lessons and every 
other Friday and Sunday I 
have a workshop class that 
specializes on one aspect of 
technique or to rehearse my 
solos,” Mazich said.   “Each 
week I take four to five bal-
let and pointe classes, jazz, 
contemporary, partnering and 
variations, and rehearsals for 
performances along with any 
private lessons I have sched-
uled for the week.”
   As dance takes up a majority 
of her time, Mazich admitted 
that sometimes it can be diffi-
cult to balance with a rigorous 
school schedule including AP 
classes. 
    “I don’t get very much sleep 

but I have an amazing family 
that supports me completely,” 
Mazich said. “I usually give up 
a lot of social time for dance 
but it’s something that I’m 
used to after doing this for so 
long.”
   Although she may give up 
a vast majority of her free 
time, Mazich believes it is well 
worth it.
   “I’ve learned that I have 
to prioritize and that dance 
comes before catching a mov-
ie or shopping with friends,” 
Mazich said.  

    Her love of dance has been 
incentive enough for her to 
volunteer as a ballet teacher.  
   “Along with my schedule 
for my own technique classes, 
I assistant teach ballet 2 on 
Tuesdays,” Mazich said.  “I 
volunteer at the studio and I 
love teaching because the girls 
remind me of me when I was 
their age.”
   Along with her teaching 
abilities, Mazich serves as 
a demonstrator for Cutaia, 
who is also the senior com-
pany member and rehearsal 
director of Eisenhower Dance 
Center. Mazich spent all sum-
mer demonstrating at various 
studios in the Detroit Metro-
politan area.
   “She’s my demonstrator 
when I go teach masters 
classes,” Cutaia said. “I always 
bring her with me to all my 
master’s classes and chore-
ography.  She’s my personal 
assistant when it comes to 
demonstrating movement.”
   Cutaia believes Mazich is 
very well-rounded, and excels 
at all her classes. 
   “She takes ballet, modern, 
jazz, and then whatever else 
you throw at her, she excels,” 
Cutaia said.“She’s also a very 

high jumper.”
   Ballet differs from typi-
cal high school sports in the 
sense that there are not des-
ignated seasons for it.  On the 
contrary, Mazich seldom gets 
a break. 
   “I have my night and week-
end classes while we are in 
school,” Mazich said.  “During 
the summer, I am required 
to continue my training but 
I travel to different summer 
intensives offered by various 
schools.”
   These programs can last 

anywhere from one to six 
weeks.  Most require an 
audition to be accepted to the 
program. 
   “I have been accepted to the 
Joffrey Ballet School Summer 
Intensive, American Ballet 
Theater Summer Intensive,  
Maryland Ballet Theater Sum-
mer Intensive on full six week 
scholarship, Virginia School 
of the Arts Summer Inten-
sive, and the Rock School of 
Ballet Summer Intensive,” 
Mazich said.  “My summers 
are always full of dance and 
it’s a wonderful time to work 
on my technique and grow as 
an artist.”
   Mazich hopes to continue 
her dancing career through-
out college, and plans to 
double major in dance and 
either math or science.
   The ballet audition process 
necessary for collegiate dance 
programs greatly differs from 
the standard college admis-
sions process.  While most 
students send in an applica-
tion and wait to hear from 
universities, Mazich must 
send in an application and 
then register for the school’s 
ballet audition.
   “This gives me the opportu-

nity to dance in front of the 
head of the dance department 
at colleges and meet the pro-
fessors of the dance program,” 
Mazich said.  “On the other 
hand, it can be extremely 
nerve-wracking to have a live 
performance knowing it is a 
college audition.”
   These auditions can vary.  
For some, you attend a ballet 
class with the current stu-
dents to see how well you 
would be placed.  For others, 
it is an all-day commitment 
including ballet class, modern 
class, rehearsal observation, 
and a solo performance that 
has been prepared.  
   Mazich has auditioned at 
Loyola University Chicago 
and Grand Valley State Uni-
versity, received scholarships 
to both, and was also accepted 
to both as a dance major.
   Along with auditions, Ma-
zich also recently attended 
the Oakland Dance Festival, 
where she auditioned on stage 
in front of numerous college 
representatives for approxi-
mately three hours and then 
performed solos.  She was ac-
cepted to Western Michigan’s 
Dance Program and Wayne 
State University, both with a 
scholarship. 
   With so many achievements, 
it’s amazing how humble Ma-
zich remains.  
   “I’m very blessed to have 
been given these opportu-
nities,” Mazich said.  “I’m 
extremely grateful to both my 
parents and my dance teach-
ers for always being there for 
me when I need them.”
   Cutaia is certain the future 
is bright for Mazich. 
   “I think if she keeps training 
the way that she is, she’s re-
ally ready to do whatever she 
wants to do,” Cutaia said.  “I 
can see her going very far with 
the way her work ethic and 
dedication are.”
   With devoting so many 
hours to dance, one would 
find it difficult to stay moti-
vated, yet Mazich remains 
motivated solely by her deep 
love of dance.  
   “I have an enormous pas-
sion for it, it’s my way of 
communication,” Mazich said.  
“Dance is what keeps me mo-
tivated with everything else 
in my life.  It has taught me to 
prioritize and time manage-
ment.”
   Mazich’s dedication is evi-
dent through both her scho-
lastic and dancing efforts.  
   “For me, it’s motivating to 
get homework complete so I 
can go to ballet class,” Mazich 
said.  “I honestly cannot imag-
ine my life without dance.  It’s 
simply become a part of who 
I am.”

Photo Courtesy Of Sopia Mazich

Photo from Mazich’s solo dance, titled “Las Valse” this dance 
was choreographed by Alicia Cutaia.

Caroline Filips
Managing Print Editor
cfilips.shshighlander@gmail.com

   The Birmingham Unified 
Ski Team is at it again for 
their 2013-2014 season. Even 
though races don’t start until 
after winter break, the team is 
off to a good start.
   “This year our team has a lot 
of new members and everyone 
seems to be doing really well 
so far at practices,” Groves ju-
nior and team captain Chan-
dler Basch said. “Especially 
since this year we have a lot of 
snow.”
   All of the recent snow has 
been a great asset to the team.
   “The team is going well,” 

sophomore Amanda Pierce 
said. “We are able to get some 
good practice in in December 

this year which is nice.”
   The team skis at Mount 
Brighton.
   “It was just bought by Vail 
so there are a lot of renova-
tions taking place this year,” 

junior Natalie Utley said.
   Junior Franny Schulte has 
skied on the team the past 
two years. However, due to a 
broken ankle, she will not be 
able to ski this year.
   “I broke my ankle so I won’t 
be skiing this year,” Schulte 
said. “But hopefully I will be 
back next year!”
   Basch, Pierce, Utley, and 
Schulte have all reported that 
there are a lot of good fresh-
man skiers.
   “I know there are a lot of 
freshman on the team this 
year, which is awesome,” 
Schulte said.
   They are hoping that the 
rest of the season continues to 
go well. 

Claire Markley
Community Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com

   Utley, as well as the other 
skiers, hopes to improve their 
race times.
   “My goals for this season, I 
would say is for our team to 
make it to states,” Basch said. 
“We have some really good 
new racers and hopefully we 
can qualify this year.”
   The competitions and races 
will start in January. For now, 
the team is just practicing and 
preparing for their season.
   “I hope our team does great 
this year and has fun with 
what we do,” Basch said. 
“I know a lot of students at 
Groves or Seaholm don’t 
know about the ski team, but 
it’s a great sport and we all 

work hard at doing it.”

Photo Courtesy Of Natalie Utley
Natalie Utley skiing a giant slalom (GS) 
course.

Much Anticipation for this year’s BU Ski Team

High Hopes for Boys 
Hoops This Year

Mazich Dances Her Way Toward Med School

Jordan Gasper
Staff Writer
jgasper.shshighlander@gmail.com

“We have a lot of 
quality players 

who understand 
how we play. We 
have a lot of team 

chemistry.”
-Jake McElroy

   With fall sports in the books, 
students shift their event 
attendance from football to 
basketball. 
Having a few 
key play-
ers go off to 
college, spots 
opened up for 
new comers 
to make the 
squad.
   “The team 
is looking 
good.” Said 
Junior guard 
Jake McElroy. 
“We have a 
lot of qual-
ity players 
who understand how we 
play.”“We have a lot of team 
chemistry”said McElroy. After 
hearing about the stagger-
ing eightw new players to the 
Varsity squad, I asked Jake 
who he thought would prove 
themselves this season. “I 
think Austin Roth will have a 
breakout season, and I’d keep 
an eye out for the seniors: 
Joey Nagridge, Jonah Kest, 

Jeff Bowman, and Karl Mar-
back.”
   After deliberating with some 
of the players, unanimously, 
the team said Oak Park would 
be their biggest challenge of 

this year. “They 
will for sure be 
our biggest game 
this year” said 
McElroy.
   “They have at 
least five ranked 
players” said Ju-
nior Jake McEl-
roy. However, a 
question lingers 
around the stu-
dent body: Who 
will carry the 
team without a 
superstar? 
   “We’regonna 

silence the haters. Our team 
works well together”, Senior 
Joey Nagridge said.“Not hav-
ing a star player wont nega-
tively effect us at all.”With 
setting a fairly high bar of a 
16-6 record last season, the 
varsity squad is working on 
improving every year, mak-
ing their way into the playoffs 
once again. 
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