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Celebrating 75 Years of Student Journalism 
To celebrate the 75th anniversary of our beloved publication, we reached out to Highlander alumni, expecting to hear what the paper meant, and contin-
ues to mean, to them.  Nevertheless, we were overwhelmed by the number of people interested in writing for the issue, and the enthusiasm of their respons-
es.  Unfortounately, we could not fit all of the content we recieved in the print issue.  For full coverage of the 75th anniversary, go to www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com.  
The editorial board of the Highlander would like to sincerely thank all of the current and former Maples who lent their talents to this historic issue.

   The truth is, advising the Highlander was never part of the 
plan.
   Years before, I had left television news, in search of a dif-
ferent career path. I was sick of the sensationalism. Tired 
of the late nights. Frustrated TV news was less “news” and 
more the “thank God this stuff didn’t happen to you” half 
hour.
   After returning from a second round of college, my goal 
was to find a job teaching high school social studies. The 
idea of teaching journalism seemed disingenuous. Why 
would students want to learn a subject from a guy who quit 
the business, I thought. Of course, I couldn’t have been more 
wrong.
   When I was fortunate enough to land a teaching job at 
Seaholm, newspaper wasn’t in the mix. The main gig was to 
teach Econ, American government and advise the yearbook. 
At the time, the newspaper was an afterthought – an after-
school club that published a few times a year. The adviser 
was already gearing up for the year and we had briefly 
discussed figuring out a way to share space in the production 
room.
   So imagine my surprise when, midway through the sec-
ond day of school, principal Terry Piper stopped me in the 
hallway to ask if I’d take over advising the paper. I was too 
stunned to say anything other than “yes” – I loved my expe-
riences on my high school and college newspapers and I was 
just happy our unscheduled meeting wasn’t to tell me I had 
screwed something up and was fired.
   The first order of business was to transform the club into a 
class. I was convinced Seaholm had a talent pool unrivaled 
anywhere else. All we needed was the dedicated class time 
to polish the rough stone. To their never ending credit and 
bravery, Piper, English Department Chair Kyle Hall and the 
Board of Education shared my vision and helped turn the 
club into a class. And like that, we were off.
   The stories and the journeys leading to each lede, each in-
terview, each roadblock, each headline and each caption are 
endless. Some led to awards, others led to a student’s first 
byline, a few picked up steam on the web and at least one 
(that I know of) led to a crusade by a few parents to try to 
shut down the paper, punt me out of the district and perhaps 
the greatest three month teachable moment I’ve ever been 
privileged to share. 
   But what I’ll remember – and miss – more than anything 
else are the students and the incredible moments I shared 
with them. It’s tough to play favorites. Each staff was won-
derfully unique in its own way and never ceased to find ways 
to impress, amaze and provide opportunities for learning. 
But, for those reading, I’ll let you in on a not-really-a-secret: 
newspaper *was* my favorite class, and my newspaper kids 
were my favorite kids. So, in journalism -- a field where ob-
jectivity is crucial, I had an inherent bias. I admit it. 
   Most administrators I know will tell you what they miss 
the most about teaching are the relationships they built with 
their students. One district, one title and two years removed 
from Seaholm, I know exactly what they mean. In my seven 
years with the Highlander, I built relationships with hun-
dreds of amazing people. Just thinking about them now 
reminds me I would need a few hundred more pages to do 
justice and capture in words some of the more memorable 
students. Each one made an impact on me. 
   I will always be proud of the way Highlander reporters, 
editors and photographers approached their craft. They had 
fun, shared more than a few laughs, but always took their 
roles seriously and professionally and took pride in running 
a legitimate news publication -- even if I made them revise 
their story for the tenth time to find one more source. This 
was truly their paper and they bravely pursued the stories 
that mattered to their school community. I’d like to think 
that was reflected in the Highlander’s body of work.
   The Highlander has a rich and storied history. Two of the 
earliest Golden Pen Award winners, Birmingham teachers 
Vida McGriffin (1957) and Guy Jameson (1960) both had 
ties to the publication. In my brief stretch with the paper, 
I was honored to watch more than 100 students win more 
than 150 state and national journalism writing awards. 
Some went on to run their own college newspapers. Others 
discovered a talent they never knew they possessed. I’d like 
to think, along the way, we all had fun and told great stories.
   After doing my best to leave the journalism field and avoid 
teaching the subject, it’s telling my most satisfying mo-
ments in the classroom occurred in that production room. 
But, given the students I was privileged to teach, I guess I 
shouldn’t be surprised.
   I am ever thankful for the moments and memories I shared 
with the Highlander and proud to be a tiny slice of the publi-
cation’s rich history.
   Here’s to 75 more great years.
   P.S.: No, Editorial Board, you still cannot do “Meet the 
Highlander Staff” instead of an editorial this issue.

Benjamin Harwood
Highlander Adviser, 2006-2013

“I remember Emily, the editor 
in chief at the time, calling our 

teacher Ben Harwood by his first 
name. Having such a casual at-
titude toward an adult, let alone 
a teacher, terrified me. It wasn't 
until just  before graduating in 
2011 that I realized the signifi-
cance of calling Ben by his first 

name. When we were in the news-
room, in the field taking photo-

graphs, conducting interviews, or 
spending long nights in a frenzy 
trying to make print; we weren't 

students, we were journalists. 
Calling him by his first name 

wasn't a symbol of disrespect, it 
was a symbol of trust, it had a 

weight of responsibility.” 

Sidney Krandall
Photo Editor, 2010-2011

   “Because of my time at the Highlander, I’ve chosen to study jour-
nalism. Had it not been for the truly talent-loaded staff, one of the 

smartest men I have ever known in our advisor, and a brilliant 
choice of class by my academic counselor, I wouldn’t be here. The 
Highlander’s standard of journalism is the standard I hold my re-

porters to today. The value of good journalism increases by the day 
as it seems to become more rare by the minute.” 

Harrison Watt
Sports Writer, 2011-2012

Q & A: Zach Gorchow
Co-Editor in Chief, 1993-1994
Editor of Gongwer News Service/ Michigan Report

Photo Courtesy of Zach Gorchow 
Gorchow’s 1992 column picture.  [The column] sort of touched on any number of things,” Gorchow said. “I talked 
about politics sometimes, sometimes I would write about what I thought was the prevailing mood of the student 
body on something, sometimes on the news and the media.”

   Q: what year did you 
graduate?
   A: 1994. 

   Q: what year did you 
originally join the High-
lander?
   A: I started my sophomore 
year, so that would’ve been 
the ‘91-’92 school year.

   Q: What made you join 
the Highlander origi-
nally?
   A: I had always been inter-
ested in news and newspapers 
and a number of students I re-
ally respected and had classes 
with had become very active 
in the newspaper. They were 
all about a year older than me. 
They seemed to have sort of 
the same approach I did as far 
as how we viewed the world 
and interest in current events. 
A friend of mine had joined 
the paper as a freshman, had 
only great things to say about 
it, so I thought this could be a 
lot of fun.

   Q: Do you have any 
specific life lessons you 
learned while on the 
staff?
   A: Oh boy. That’s a good 
question. I think I learned a 
lot about how to work with 
others. When you’re working 
on a high school newspaper 
in a lot of ways, it’s the first 
time you’re really forced to 
work together as a team as a 
student operation. If you’re 
on little league, its the coach 
that’s in charge. But when 
you’re in a student run opera-
tion, it’s really the first time 
you’ve been thrown together 
in that kind of a situation. 

You learn a lot of lessons. 
There were times where we 
would butt heads, vigorously, 
and you look back on it 20 
years later and think “boy, we 
could’ve handled that so much 
better.” So that’s one thing I 
think, you learn a lot on how 
to work with people; what to 
do, what not to do. I think, 
other big life lessons, you 
learn to trust people that have 
more experience. At the time 
we had a fairly new adviser. I 
think, with a student newspa-
per, there’s always a sort of an 
inherent tension between the 
adviser and the staff, hope-
fully a constructive tension. 
It was never acrimonious, but 
there were times when we dis-
agreed with her, and thought, 
“well why wouldn’t she just let 
the students decide, this is a 
student newspaper.” But now 
that I look back on it, having 
worked on a college paper and 
a professional paper, you see 
she was right. She was just 
trying to bring to the High-
lander what was standard 
practice at college newspa-
pers. So certainly I learned to 
trust the people with experi-
ence. You don’t have all the 
answers. 

   Q: What are some of 
your favorite memories 
from your time on the 
staff?
   A: I think the number one 
overall memory was the 
chance to work with so many 
bright people and people 
that were really good friends. 
Some of the people I worked 
with were the brightest people 
I’ve ever worked with, and I 

know that helped me a lot as 
a writer. When I started at 
the Highlander, I knew I liked 
news. I read newspapers all 
the time growing up, but I was 
still really raw as a writer.  I 
really didn’t know anything 
about news writing. So they 
were patient with me, they 
could see that my interest 
level was very, very high, and 
I really wanted to be there 
and they worked with me and 
taught me. And just being 
alongside them, you pick up 
a lot. 
   Newswise, probably the 
single biggest story at the time 
was a sports story: Seaholm 
beat Brother Rice in a state 
high school football playoff 
my senior year. That was 
the first playoff win, I think, 
in the school’s history and I 
think it was the first win over 
Brother Rice.  It was a huge 
deal. Rice was heavily favored 
to win the state champion-
ship. So that was very memo-
rable. I remember talking to 
our sports editor and we had 
two potential front page sto-
ries: one if Seaholm won and 
one if they lost. Certainly if 
you were to talk to a junior or 
senior at the time, it was one 
of the biggest events of their 
time at Seaholm, no doubt 
about it.

   Q: Are there any specific 
stories you enjoyed work-
ing on?
   A: Sometimes there’s goofy 
stories. You’re supposed to 
have fun; its a student news-
paper it’s not all supposed 
to be news. So one of my 
good friends, we did this sort 
of silly I guess review story 

looking at all these gimmicky 
footballs that you’re sup-
posed to be able to throw 
much farther. So we went out 
to the football practice field 
and tested 5 or 6 of these 
things- how far you were able 
to throw them and how easy 
it was to catch them. We took 
some silly pictures. I think It 
was fun; it was something I 
did with a buddy. 

   Q: How did your time 
on the highlander influ-
ence your career choice?
   A: I can honestly say I don’t 
think I would be where I am 
today if it wasn’t for work-
ing at the Highlander. If you 
think of the steps towards 
becoming a news writer, the 
first step would be overall in-
terest at a young age, but the 
next would be working for the 
Highlander. It enabled me to 
get hired by the college paper 
at Michigan State University. 
The State News at MSU is a 
very competitive process and, 
having eventually become an 
editor at the paper and in-
volved in the hiring process, it 
became clear that a lot of high 
school newspaper experience 
was instrumental in hiring 
me. I really think my time at 
the Highlander was essential. 
Would I have been able to get 
hired at State News without 
that? Maybe. But it would’ve 
been a lot more difficult. I 
would have had to do a lot 
more writing my freshman 
and sophomore years to show 
that i was a worthy candidate, 
but instead I had my high 
school clips. It was a good 
foundation.
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   Highlander I’m home!
   Words cannot describe how excited I am to be writing for 
this paper again, although I’m certainly going to try.
   This fall, I started my first semester at the University of 
Missouri as a journalism major. And I can honestly say that 
without the Highlander I wouldn’t be sitting in my dorm room 
in Columbia writing this.
   When I first joined the paper, I hadn’t even taken the prereq-
uisite class. I was nervous that I wasn’t going to be any good, 
but so many people reached out and taught me what it was 
like to be a reporter.
   Through this paper, I learned how to write in short para-
graphs, who to talk to for interviews, how to get them to actu-
ally give you an interview, design pages, and learned that edits 
really are for the best.
   Both years I spent working for this paper showed me I 
couldn’t go without reporting. I knew by my second trimester 
on staff that this is what I wanted to do with my life.
   It was with the love and support of the editorial board, 
staffers, and excellent advisors (not to mention countless 
hours drinking Starbucks and endless cat jokes) that a found 
a home. A home that always encouraged me to be myself and 
follow my dreams.
   And while I have moved on to writing for a University paper 
(and getting paid to do so), I’ll always cherish the fond memo-
ries that the Highlander has given me.
  And because I can, I’m going to name a few: Getting lost on 
I-75, the “Man Meat Corner”, Rodney Stanger, winning the 
Spartan, “Kendall we need to know who Winston is”, debating 
the size of column pictures, and of course good ole Jorge.
   I’m proud to be a part of a staff as dedicated and talented as 
this one, and I know that writing for any other paper would 
not have made me love journalism as much as the Highlander 
did, and continues to do so.
   I’m honored to be writing for the 75th anniversary edition, 
and since I’ll probably be famous in 25 years, expect to see me 
writing for the 100th anniversary edition as well.
   What, you thought I wasn’t going to be sarcastic at some 
point in this article?

Esther Seawell
News Editor, 2013-2014

   This year we celebrate 75 years of articles written, advertise-
ments sold, late nights in the production room and countless 
editors and staff writers who have called the Highlander their 
passion. 
   I was one of those people. I had the privilege to serve as the 
news editor my junior year and editor in chief my senior year.  
As a sophomore in college now I still cherish the many memo-
ries I had being a part of the Highlander staff for three years.
   I loved the Highlander; in fact, looking back on high school, 
it was my favorite part. I loved the feeling I got when I knew 
I had the lead on a great story. The feeling I got as my fellow 
staff members and I sent the paper off to the printer after long 
production nights. 
   But beyond all those things, I loved the community that we 
built as a staff. The friends that I still talk to to this day. I think 
back on my three years at the Highlander and I think of all the 
laughs we had. Even on the rough days we found ways to have 
fun while working really hard. We were a family. We would of 
done anything for each other. 
   Yet, we could not of done it on our own, as students. We 
relied on the support and dedication of our then advisor Ben 
Harwood, or to us just Harwood.  To this day he is somebody 
that I respect and trust immensely and someone that helped 
shape me into who I am today. 
   So to all you current students, whether you are involved in 
the paper or not, cherish the things you love but also cherish 
the people. No matter where you are, know that you are there 
for a reason. I was never supposed to be in the intro to jour-
nalism class my freshman year but I needed an elective and it 
fit with my schedule. 
   I wholeheartedly believe that, had I not taken that class, I 
would not be where I am today. And I sure would not be the 
person I am today. Everything happens for a reason, it is as 
plain and simple as that. 
   So as we celebrate 75 years of the Highlander, I think about 
the impact that the paper has had on not just Seaholm or the 
Birmingham community but all the people the have called 
G107 their home away from home. 
   I am honored and privileged to have been asked to write a 
piece for this special edition. And I wish all the current and 
former Highlander staff the best of luck in all they do. 

Kelsey McClear
Editor in Chief, 2012-2013

“The Seaholm Highland-
er left me not only with 

long-lasting friendships, 
but also with valuable 

skills that have already 
helped me in my college 
career.  the Highlander 
is so much more than a 

place to practice 
journalistic skills, it is a 
place to learn the value 

of hard work and 
collaboration no matter 
what you choose to do 

with your life.”

Kendall Hitch
Editor in Chief, 2013-2014

   I’m going to be honest: in 
the four years since I gradu-
ated from Seaholm, I haven’t 
once had to solve a trig func-
tion or measure a solution’s 
pH, nor can I recite all of 
Newton’s Laws from memory 
(sorry, Mr. Baltz!) But I con-
tinue to draw on one part of 
my high school experience 
every single day: the lessons I 
learned during my time with 
the Highlander. 
   During the three years that 
I worked as an editor on the 
Highlander staff, I trans-
formed from a shy, cautious 
kid to an outspoken leader. 
Honestly, I don't think I said a 
word during my first edito-
rial board meeting, but by 
the time I was a senior, I was 
leading investigations and 
directing a staff of twenty plus 
students. 
   There’s something super 
inspiring about working on 
the staff with people that you 
ordinarily might not hang out 
with; some of my best friend-

Emily Gordy
Editor in Chief, 2010-2011

ships came from totally unex-
pected connections thanks to 
the Highlander. You have to 
learn to get along with peo-
ple—or at least coexist—when 
you all stay in the newsroom 
until 
mid-
night to 
beat a 
dead-
line. 
Some 
of my 
favorite 
memo-
ries are 
from 
late 
nights 
in the 
back-
room, ordering pizza and jok-
ing with each other and only 
periodically having a mental 
breakdown. 
   The Highlander worked 
wonders on my social skills, 
but it also helped me discover 
other strengths, too. I always 

“I continue to draw on 
one part of my high school 

experience every single 
day: the lessons I learned 
during my time with the 

Highlander.” 

knew I was a good writer, but 
it wasn’t until I joined the 
staff that I discovered that I 
was an even better editor. I 
wasn’t too bad at graphic de-
sign, either. I guess spending 
hours trying to make a text 
box fit within the columns on 
InDesign will do that to you. 
   I’ve since shifted my career 

path 
from 
journal-
ism to 
market-
ing, and 
while 
I don’t 
brag as 
much 
about 
being 
an all-
state 
jour-
nalist 

anymore (stop laughing, it’s 
an actual thing), I’ve found 
that my experience at the 
Highlander prepared me per-

fectly for a career in market-
ing. My days spent figuring 
out punny-but-not-overly-
embarrassing headlines have 
made me a pro in coming up 
with campaign slogans and 
ad copy. All of my battles 
with InDesign taught me how 
to create logos and posters 
and everything else you can 
imagine. Most importantly, 
my time at the Highlander 
taught me that I have a voice, 
and it would be a shame not 
to use it. 

   P.S. I couldn’t write about 
my experience at the High-
lander without giving a shout-
out to Mr. Harwood, news-
paper advisor extraordinaire. 
He was the first teacher to see 
me as more than just a quiet 
kid who did well in class. Mr. 
Harwood brought out my 
competitive side, my ability to 
lead and my sense of humor. I 
wouldn’t be where I am today 
without him or my wonderful 
fellow editors. 

Q & A: Nick Harp
Co-Editor in Chief, 1992-1993
English professor at the University of Michigan

Photo from 1992 Piper.
The 1992 Highlander staff, including Nick Harp and English teacher Jane Hughes (Labond). 

Q: What year did you 
graduate?
   A: 1993.

   Q: What made you join 
the Highlander?
   A:  I liked the idea of a 
byline, I think. There was 
some vanity attached to it 
for sure. I really wanted to 
review movies because I was 
an avid movie nerd. That was 
the initial thing, and once I 
had done that a couple times 
I got hooked into the excite-
ment of being more involved 
in writing for the paper and 
working with the people who 
had similar enthusiasm.

   Q: What kind of stories 
did you write? 
   A: I started writing movie 
reviews and I ended up doing 
feature stories and eventually 
co-wrote editorials when I be-
came co-editor in chief. There 
were very few of us editing 
and writing the thing at that 
time so most of us wrote in a 
bunch of different genres and 
styles because we were des-
perate to get anyone to read it 
let alone write it. It was kinda 
a fun vanity project in the best 
of ways.

   Q: Were you just co-ed-
itor in chief or were you 
in other positions before 
that?
   A: I kind of remember. They 
let me be the art editor. That 
may have preceded co-editor 
and chief. She [Mrs. Labond] 
and I both ended up working 
and writing for it and then 
there was some quick turn-
over the guys running it went 
to school and we ended up 
inheriting the paper. I don’t 
know how she felt but I felt 
pretty green about the whole 
thing I was just doing what I 
was told and making up as I 
went along.

   Q: What sort of things 
did you learn on the staff?
   A: When I think about 
what I learned in writing and 
editing the Highlander, I’m a 
writing teacher at U of M, so I 
think about how important it 
is to give students a voice and 
what happens when you work 
really close with a student’s 
writing.  Kyle Hall, my advisor 
at that time, gave a ridiculous 
amount of her time to and 
attention to the work we try-
ing to do, the ways we were 
trying to edit stories, how we 
were trying to think about the 

school newspaper, and the 
audience we wrote to. And 
when I think about that time, 
I think of it as training as a 
teacher more than training as 
a writer for me.

   Q: What were some of 
your favorite memories 
from your time on the 
staff?
   A: Oh man. I loved the fact 
that the school administration 
and our teachers helped us, 
funded us, and encouraged 
us to write a paper that was 
routinely and brattily critical 
of the school and the teachers. 
It strikes me now as an act of 
formidable patience that they 
just let us to a fair amount of 
editorial freedom.  
   I just remember how fun it 
was to blast alternative rock 
and roll in the classroom and 
make fun of each other’s writ-
ing in an affectionate way.  I 
remember some nights we 
would physically assemble 
the paper, hold it up, and get 
it ready.  We would be sitting 
out in g hall in the middle 
of the night trying to get the 
paper ready. It was so spe-
cial to see the thing go from 
literally ideas on a chalkboard 
to this material object that 

we would see people read-
ing the next morning. It still 
is a cool thing. I still like the 
physical newspaper.  I’m old 
enough where I feel romantic 
about holding a newspaper as 
opposed to on the screen.  I 
think that is part of  making 
the pages.

   Q: How did the high-
lander influence your 
career choice?
   A: It may have something 
more to do with teaching 
than with journalism, but 
seeing what good writing and 
teaching looks like, and what 
the teaching of good read-
ing means, these are things 
that I think subconsciously 
are in my head. So I went off 
and studied film in college at 
NYU, but I ended up double 
majoring in film and English 
and fell in love with teaching 
and writing.  Depending on 
the day I’m either a writer/
teacher or teacher/writer.  It’s 
hard to imagine that hap-
pening without all of those 
afternoons and evenings 
thinking across those stories 
and editorials.
Q: Do you have anything 
else to add?
A: So 75 years, huh?

75th anniversary coverage and reporting by 
McKenna Ross and Kelly Martinek



The Highlander Through History
1941- “America Calling!”

 

The Highlander covers the attack on Pearl Harbor.  
“Japan has attacked the United States of America!  American 
citizens have been killed in ruthless bombing by Nipponese 
aviators, and many men have given their lives to defend the 

ideals that this country has always stood for.”

1969- The Experiment
 

The Highlander experiments with daily journalism.
“For the first time in the history of this city, and probably 

the state of Michigan, there is going to be a permanent daily 
newspaper for every student in a secondary school.”

1987- Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeir
 

“A landmark Supreme Court decision regarding freedom of 
student press rights will be handed down next spring.”

In the spring of 1988, the Supreme Court ruled that 
students’ rights to free speech had not been violated when 

their principal censored a sensitive story.

2001- “Terror Strikes America”
 

The Highlander covers Seaholm’s response to the events of 
September 11, 2001.

“Student government raised over $3000 for the relief 
efforts.  Everyone who helped is thanked; surely the money 
or time you gave helped make it a little easier for everyone.”

2006- “Tri MESS ters?”
 

The Highlander covers Seaholm’s transition to trimesters.  
“Brace yourselves Seaholm- the trimester is coming.  In a mat-

ter of weeks, when scheduling time arrives, the system that 
has been dreaded by many students will be here.”
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   Schedule adjustments may be on the hori-
zon for Seaholm and Groves.
   In the 2013-2014 school year, the Bir-
mingham Public Schools district reassessed 
its strategic plan. This plan maps out the 
district’s priorities over a certain number of 
years. Out of the four main objectives, it was 
recommended that the district take a look at 
school structures and school schedules.
   According to BPS Superintendent Dr. Daniel 
Nerad, the district is examining school sched-
ules but has not come to any conclusions 
about whether or not a change will be made. 
   “There’s no commitment at this point in 
time to make a change, but there is a commit-
ment to bring a group of people together to 
learn what’s on people’s minds about sched-
ules, to look at some of the research about 
school schedules at the high school level,” 
Nerad said. “Then that group would have the 
opportunity to make recommendations to 
me, and eventually to the Board of Education, 
should there be a change.”
   Changing a high school’s schedule is a long 
process, as many different types of schedules 
exist. 
   The spark of interest in the possibility of 
switching schedule systems is not driven by 
money, though finances were one reason why 
Seaholm and Groves switched to trimesters in 
the first place.
   Seaholm and Groves were on a semester 
system prior to switching to the trimester 
system in 2007. Previously, there were two 
18-week semesters with block scheduling. 
Currently, there are three 12-week trimesters.
   While on the semester system, there was a 

point in time when cutbacks had to be made 
in BPS, which essentially led to reducing the 
number of staff members. This led to trimes-
ters because teachers teach only five hours, as 
opposed to more, in a day, with only one prep 
hour. It was too expensive to have teachers off 
for two periods in the school day.
   According to a Detroit Free Press article 
from October 2006, teachers were working 
71 percent of the day with semesters and are 
working 80 percent of the day with trimes-
ters. It also mentioned that 15 teacher spots 
had to be eliminated, which saved BPS $1.5 
million.
   “There’s a wide range of opinions of what’s 
the best way to structure high schools in this 
community, and there are some people that 
feel that the decision that was made at that 
time...was right, and others feel that it was 
wrong,” Nerad said. “There is no one right 
schedule or wrong schedule and there is no 
perfect schedule because every schedule has 
its trade-offs.”
   While Nerad sees the benefits of the wide 
variety of course selections trimesters have 
to offer, he is aware that there is some appre-
hensiveness concerning the pace of classes. 
   AP Government teacher Barbra Harte be-
lieves she can get through her AP material but 
she does not have time to do embellishment 
activities and simulations with her students.
   “You’re basically racing through the content 
and you don’t actually get to do some of the 
things that would make it more meaningful,” 
Harte said. “You lose that ability because you 
just don’t have the time to do that. You’re 
constantly feeding content, testing it. I think 
two trimesters is really tough.”

BPS	Considers	
Schedule	Change
Claire Markley
Community	Editor
shshighlandercommunity@gmail.com
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   It took 20 minutes for one school desktop 
to power up, ten minutes for all personalized 
settings to load, and three minutes for Micro-
soft to open.
   The word inefficient could be used to de-
scribe some of the school’s computers. 
   Slow computers- an issue Seaholm staff and 
students commonly face- is a problem execu-
tive director of information and technology 
Kevin Gailbraith acknowledges.  
   “I’ve seen machines…laptops with two 
gigabytes of RAM and Windows XP that were 
taking 20 minutes from the time you hit the 
power button, to the time you were ready to 
log in,” Gailbraith said.“That is significant. 
There is a loss of productivity, structural time 
and learning experiences.”
   Seaholm and other schools in the Birming-
ham district collectively have approximately 
3600 desktop computers, and 2400 laptops, 
each are identical Dell OptiPlex 745 models, 
featuring Windows XP.
   Due to Windows XP’s large size, and in-
creased utilization of the machines’ RAM, the 
computers operate very slowly. 
   “At the time [Windows XP] was a stream-
lined, well-performing operating system,” 
Galbraith said. “But over the years with those 
additional service packs, updates and things, 
it’s just gotten large and bulky.” 
   With the entire Birmingham district tran-
sitioning from its older operating system of 
Windows XP, to Windows 7, students can 
look forward to a faster reaction time from the 
school’s computers.  
   “By installing additional RAM, and giving 
[the computers] a sleeker Windows 7 operat-
ing system, the machines are significantly 
faster,” Gailbraith said. 
   According to Seaholm’s technical operation-
al assistant Jason Wilt, the school has updat-
ed its two business technology labs, the CAD 
lab, the fishbowl, and half of the Media Cen-
ter.  This means a total of 161 of the school’s 
computers are now running Windows 7.
   Wilt, with the help of junior Andrew Arpasi 
and senior Luke Sperling, are handling the 
computer’s upgrading process, but the transi-
tion to Windows 7 is a slow shift.  
   The switch to Windows 7 was primarily 
prompted by the school’s need to be consid-
ered assessment ready. However, Microsoft’s 

discontinued sup-
port for Windows 
XP was also a 
reason behind the 
update. 
   Last year, Mich-
igan legislature 
made changes 
to the statewide 
MEAP test, and 
developed a new, 
electronically de-
livered program 
called MSTEP to 
take its place. 
   “While Win-
dows XP meets 
the minimum 
standards for 
supporting the 
online assessment 
tool, the MSETP 
tool, it is not the 
recommended,” 
Gailbraith said. 
“An upgrade 
would be neces-
sary. That’s one 
of the reasons 
why, and one of 
the more timely 
reasons we’re 
moving towards 
Windows 7.”
   The upgrade 
to Windows 7 is 
being financially 
supported by a 
state grant called 
the Technology 
Readiness Infrastructure Grant, or TRIG. 
   The TRIG grant has been in place for three 
years now, and is composed of several com-
ponents; each of which has their own fund. 
TRIG’s impact on BPS’s ability to upgrade is 
dependent on its classroom readiness compo-
nent. 
   The classroom readiness component allows 
the grant to provide BPS with money to en-
sure devices meet the requirements for online 
testing. 
   “[From the classroom readiness component] 
we got 10 dollars per student last year and 
the year before,” Gailbraith said. “With 8,200 
students, we’ve had approximately 82,000 

dollars each of the last two years, and are an-
ticipating that much money this year too.” 
   Additionally, TRIG has granted the district 
about 64,000 dollars over the last two years. 
Slightly more than 100,000 dollars has been 
used to buy RAM in the machines that we 
are installing now, because Windows 7 can 
support additional RAM, and would continue 
to run off of the two gigabytes the machines 
were originally built with. 
   While some districts chose to replace their 
older machines using their TRIG money, for 
BPS’s line of OptiPlex machines, Gailbraith 
said this was impractical. 
   “If you were to buy an OptiPlex line ma-
chine, they are about 1,000, maybe 1,200 

dollars a piece,” Gailbraith said. “With 80,000 
dollars, we’d only get two or three computer 
labs out of that money, instead of all 3000 
desktops and 2,000 plus laptops getting ad-
ditional RAM.”
   According to Gailbraith, the district hasn’t 
used all of the TRIG money for Windows 7 up-
grades.  An estimated 50,000 dollars remains, 
and the district has yet to receive this year’s 
imbursement of TRIG funds.   
   The district’s goal is to replace the oldest 
computers with the remaining, unspent TRIG 
money, and the money they are yet to receive. 

Photo By Julia Wright
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Seaholm Serves Community

   Seaholm is giving back in big 
ways this holiday season. 
   SOS, or Seaholm Offers 
Support, is the biggest charity 
organization in the school that 
started off helping those in 
Birmingham. SOS now uses its 
large financial foundation and 
many members to give back to 
those all around. 
   For the past 8 years, SOS has 
reached out to people that are 
on free and reduced lunch and 
offered them a Thanksgiving 
dinner. This dinner includes a 
cold box and hot box of food. 
The principal is asked to write 
a letter to those on free and 
reduced lunch offering them a 
meal, and this way SOS has no 
idea of knowing who they are 
helping. 
   “This was the whole goal, to 
find the people in need with-
out stigmatizing them, but 
just quietly finding them and 
offering our help,” parent SOS 
president Lisa Corey said. 
   SOS reached out to Dixon El-
ementary in Detroit, adopting 
twenty-nine families to donate 
food, toys and clothing to. 
   “I was personally involved 
with Dixon Elementary,” Corey 
said, “I know that they are a 
school very much in need.”
   SOS put together large Santa 
bags with a clothing item and 
toy for every member of the 
family. They also included 
books and food, such as fresh 
fruit. These bags were deliv-
ered to Dixon Elementary on 
Friday, December 12th. 
The Flex Program took on five 
of the Dixon Elementary fami-
lies from SOS. 
   “The feeling is indescrib-
able,” SOS president Cate 
Goldman said. “You feel like 
you’re not just going through 
life, but you are actually doing 

something with your life.” 
   Meaghan Flynn, a member 
of SOS, started a collection 
for kid’s warm winter cloth-
ing.  The collection includes 
anything from hats, gloves, 
or coats and snow pants. In 
order to get people involved, 
Flynn decided to make it into 
a competition. There were 10 
teams of up to 10 people led 
by students of SOS. The team 
that collected the most clothes 
would win. 
   “I told Graham Girdler, a 
sophomore, about our project 
one day in the hall before 4th 
hour and 3 hours later he had 
put 6 coats in our bin,” Flynn 
said. 

   Every year, Seaholm’s Inter-
act Club does adopt-a family 
through Lifehouse in Pontiac, 
Michigan. The students go to 
Lifehouse’s website and choos-
es 3 families, each containing 
5 children. The students then 
divide into groups of three or 
four and are assigned a child to 
buy the items on their wish list. 
   “You like going to the store 
and you always want to buy 
more because you want to 
make their Christmas as good 
as yours,” Interact president 
Heather Lee said. 
   Their wish lists often contain 
mittens, coats, and boots and 
they might have a toy or two. 
Students are told to get the 
more essential needs, but are 
also asked tot get a book or 
toy.

   “It’s good for our students 
to see that the children’s wish 
list is for the basics that we all 
take for granted,” staff advisor 
Cheryl Shettel said. 
   Interact baked hundreds 
of cookies that were sent to 
Lighthouse.  Over the years, 
they have ended up with thirty 
to forty containers of cook-
ies. Lighthouse divides them 
among the adopt-a-family 
boxes that go out to the fami-
lies. 
   Interact also makes holiday 
cards for Sunrise Assisted 
Living. Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing is a project that they have 
worked on for years. Student 
groups go to their facility in 
Troy every month and play 
bingo, crafts or music with 
the residents. For the holidays 
they make holiday cards and 
deliver then to the residents.
   Interact is a sponsor for the 
Coats for The Cold program as 
well. Oakland County’s Sher-
riff Program announced the 
Coats for the Cold program, 
and one of the drop of loca-
tions is located in the lobby of 
Seaholm High school. 
   Many individual students 
have offered up their time 
to start up and bring many 
opportunities to give, here at 
Seaholm. 
   Junior Karen Villalba col-
lected winter clothing for 
an organization in Pontiac, 
Michigan, called La Casa 
Amiga. This organization 
primarily provides aid for 
Hispanic families in need that 
are located in Michigan. 
   Villalba received a total of 
one hundred and sixty-two 
pounds of clothing. 
   “There are bags of clothes 
everywhere in my house right 
now that I will be delivering 
on Saturday,” Villalba said. 
“I can’t help but smile when I 
see them.”

Kayla Lang
Staff Writer 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   On August 9, Michael 
Brown, an African American 
teenager, was shot and killed 
in Ferguson, Missouri by 
Darren Wilson, a Caucasian 
police officer. 
   The grand jury’s ultimate 
decision to not indict the of-
ficer created a division among 
people with opposing views 
on the matter.
   The Highlander recently 
polled 23 students to assess 
the Seaholm community’s 
reaction to the events in 
Ferguson.
   Thirty percent of the 
students surveyed claimed 
to be well informed on the 
issue, while seventy percent 
said they did not view the 
announcement of the grand 
jury’s decision on television.
   The events in Ferguson also 
received less recognition in 
the classrooms of Seaholm, as 
sixty percent of students said 
that their teachers did not 
comment or raise a discus-
sion on the issue in class.
   Some teachers said their 
decision of whether or not 
to address Ferguson in the 
classroom depended on their 
flexibility to incorporate the 
issue into their lesson plans.
   “I tied it down to the 
American Dream as we were 
reading the Great Gatsby and 
analyzed how it looked differ-
ent from Fitzgerald’s vision 
in the 1920s,” Social Studies 
teacher Robin Moten said of 
the discussion of Ferguson in 
her American Literature class.
   Social Studies teacher Scott 
Craig said he had his Criti-
cal Issues class spend over a 

Maame Boatemaa 
Deputy Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

week dissecting the issue.  
   “It was an opportunity to 
get the students to open up 
and talk about issues such as 
prejudices,” Craig said.
   Teachers in fields other than 
Social Studies found it harder 
to raise the issue in class since 
the topic didn’t specifically 
pertain to their subject area.
   Math teacher Leslie Martin 
said she is able to incorporate 
current issues more easily in 
her math lab sessions during 
both lunches than her math 
classes.  
   Other teachers felt, regard-
less of class discussion on 
the issue, the topic remained 

prevalent. 
   “Whether you like it or not, 
you bring it into your class 
through your silence or direct 
confrontation of the issue,” 
debate teacher Peter Shaheen 
said. 
   While the events in Fergu-
son were not discussed in all 
students’ classes, the issue 
made its way to a majority of 
students’ homes, as ninety 
percent said they discussed 
the topic with their friends 
and family.  Surveyed stu-
dents varied in their feelings 
towards the final decision. 
   “They're professionals who 

know what they're doing; 
Officer Wilson did not com-
mit a crime,” an anonymous 
student said. 
   Another said, “I think officer 
Wilson did the right thing, he 
was only protecting himself. I 
think the grand jury's decision 
was the right one.”
   Other students disagreed 
with the grand jury’s decision, 
ranging from generational 
and historical differences to 
feelings toward the police.
   “[I’m] Very upset. This 
decision reflects badly on our 
parents' generation and could 
potentially influence our 
generation negatively in the 
future,” another anonymous 
student said. 
   Freshman Rachel Hatton 
said she had a discussion 
with her family on her feel-
ings toward the grand jury’s 
decision.
   “My mom said we were act-
ing like this was something 
new when I pointed out my 
frustration with the decision,” 
Hatton said.
   Students also said that their 
feelings toward the police 
changed after the issue.
   “It showed me how im-
portant my life would be to 
somebody who was supposed 
to protect me,” sophomore 
Loreal Salter-Dodson said.
   In recent developments, 
protests have spread all across 
the world, from Ferguson to 
London to Hong Kong, birth-
ing the “Black Lives Matter” 
movement.
   This issue continues to be 
debated on a national level, 
as well as in our Birmingham 
community. 

Seaholm Reacts to Ferguson  

“This decision re-
flects badly on our 
parents’ generation 
and could potentially 
influence our gen-
eration negatively in 
the future.” 

“You feel like you’re 
not just going 
through life, but you 
are actually doing 
something with your 
life.”
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   Detroit received its snowi-
est season last winter, with a 
total of 94.8 inches of snow. 
With a harsh winter predict-
ed, the 2014-15 school year’s 
weather is under speculation.  
   Last year’s snowfall broke 
a record of over 100 years, 
making it one of the worst 
winters in Detroit’s history. It 
beat the winter of 1880-81’s 
record of 93.6 inches, caus-
ing the school to endure eight 
snow days.
   Assistant principal Ali 
Hamka said that while two of 
the counted snow days were 
non snow-related—a safety 

issue and a flood—the school 
was still required to make up 
those days, and accounted 
them as snow days. 
   According to Farmer’s Al-
manac, it is predicted that this 
winter will be worse than the 
previous year’s.
   “Winter will be colder than 
normal, with the coldest 
periods in late December, 
throughout January, and in 
early February,” according to 
Farmer’s Almanac. “Snowfall 
will be above normal in most 
of the region, with the snowi-
est periods in mid-December, 
early and mid-January, and 
early February.”
   According to wxyz.com, “our 
average snowfall for the entire 

season is 42.5 inches”
   While Farmer’s Almanac 
predicts a worse winter, as-
sistant principal, Ali Hamka 
is hopeful that this winter will 
not be a repeat of the last.
   “By law there is supposed 
to be [approximately] 1,098 
minutes of instruction a 
year,” Hamka said.“Because 
Seaholm exceeded their limit 
of six snow days last year, the 
school was required to use 
their x-block time as class 
time.”
   By chance, if the winter 
is similar to last year’s and 
Seaholm exceeds six snow 
days, then Seaholm may be 
looking at a similar situation, 
making up the lost days dur-
ing x-block.

Meghan Cleveland 
Staff Writer 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

A Blizzard Season Ahead 
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   The Medical Club started 
three years ago in an attempt 
to educate students interested 
in pursuing the medical field. 
The club brings in a variety of 
professionals and students in 
the medical field to speak to 
perspective Seaholm students 
about their experience and 
answer any questions stu-
dents may have.
   Today, senior Nicolette 
Granata is the president of the 
club. The club’s advi-
sor is college and career 
counselor Judith Stahl. 
   So far this year, three 
speakers have come to 
the Medical Club: Dr. 
Haddad, a local Derma-
tologist, Mrs. Nickita, a 
Physical Therapist, and 
Mr. Vercellone, an Oak-
land University Medical 
School student.
   “I think that a plus side 
of the meetings is that 
you can really find out 
what’s involved in these 
professions before you 
actually get yourself into 
it,” Granata said. “It can 
help with learning what you 
want to do. You’re hearing 
directly from the person.”
   The speakers talked about 
their profession, their school-
ing, which classes to take in 
high school and college, com-
munity service opportunities, 
and other general advice for 
students interested in going 
into the medical field. They 
usually present a PowerPoint 
to the club. 
   For example, Mr. Vercel-
lone mentioned how there are 
three nine-hour tests fol-
lowing each year of medical 
school.

   Currently, Granata is inter-
ested in becoming a pediatric 
nurse practitioner. This is 
an advanced nursing degree 
where she can write scripts 
and treat patients, then go 
to nursing school and get a 
masters degree.
   Granata hopes to continue 
to grow the number of people 
that attend Medical Club 
meetings.
   Julie Fynke was the Medical 
Club’s founding member and 
first president. 
   “I suggested [Fynke] start 

a club where guest speakers 
from all facets of the medi-
cal profession could speak to 
students about their educa-
tion, and career expectations 
as well as allowing a place for 
students to network and share 
information with each other,” 
Stahl said. “[Granata] is also 
doing such a great job and has 
continued to grow the interest 
and enthusiasm in this club 
ensuring its longevity in our 
building for future students.” 
   Junior Catherine Markley 
is a devoted member of the 
Medical Club. Markley helps 

out Granata mainly by making 
flyers and encouraging others 
to come to the meetings.
   “One speaker that was inter-
esting to me was Mrs. Nickita, 
a physical therapist,” said 
Markley.   “I was in physical 
therapy once and the field 
really interests me. The most 
recent speaker we have had, 
Mr. Vercellone, gave us a lot 
of information that people can 
use no matter what field they 
will go into.”
   Next year, Markley is plan-
ning to take over the Medical 

Club when Granata 
graduates.  
   Sophomore Jenna 
Wade is also a dedi-
cated member of the 
Medical Club. 
   “I've learned about 
different careers, like 
physical therapy, and 
how to get into the 
medical field,” Wade 
said. “The meetings 
are very informa-
tive and give people 
an idea of what a job 
would be like if they 
were to pursue medi-
cine.”
   Medical club meet-
ings are monthly and 

always during X-block in 
the little theater. Students 
can find out about meetings 
through the announcements 
or by flyers posted around the 
school. 
   Granata hopes to continue 
to bring a variety of speakers 
to Seaholm. 
   “I want to bring in an emer-
gency room doctor, a nurse, 
so I hit every interest some-
one could have,” Granata said. 
“I’m just really glad about 
how it’s gone so far and all the 
help I’ve gotten.”

Claire Markley 
Community Editor
shshighlandercommunity@gmail.com

Meet the Medical Club 

  

“I think that a plus side of 
the meetings is that you 

can really find out what’s 
involved in these professions 

before you actually get 
yourself into it.”

- Medical Club President 
Nicolette Granata

Michigan Football Fires Hoke

   In a decision that came 
to no surprise to the Michi-
gan football faithful, 
University of Michigan 
head Coach Brady 
Hoke was relieved of 
his coaching duties on 
Tuesday December 2. 
   Hoke showed promise 
in his first season of 
coaching Michigan. 
   When the team went 
11-2 and won the Sugar 
Bowl against Virginia Tech.  
Every season since then, U of 
M’s record has declined. The 
“Michigan man’’ ultimately 
failed to save his job this past 
season as the Wolverines 
finished at a dismal 5-7.
    This marks the second time 
Michigan has failed to reach 

a bowl game in the last 5 
years, unacceptable given the 
program’s history.  Michigan 
fans will be keeping an eye on 
the headlines to see who they 
will look to hire as their next 
head coach.
    Candidates include San 

Francisco 49ers head coach 
and former Michigan quar-
terback Jim Harbaugh, LSU 
head coach Les Miles, and 
Mississippi State head coach 
Dan Mullen.
    After three straight under-
achieving seasons the ques-

tion has been raised: is the 
position of head coach at he 
University of Michigan still 
an elite position in college 
football? 
   Despite the team’s struggle, 
the reaction from fans around 
Seaholm was still a resound-

ing yes.
   “Yes this is Michigan 
for God’s sake,’’ Flex 
teacher Peter Smith 
said. 
   “Yes it’s always been 
and always will be,” 
sophomore Chase Lee 
said. “Anytime you have 
a program with as much 
tradition and success as 
Michigan has.’’ 

   “Michigan will always be 
a threat in college football,’’ 
sophomore Joey Kopmeyer 
said. 
   Only time and a new coach 
will tell if Michigan can 
restore their program to the 
days of old. 

Adam Klepp
Deputy Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

Conor Ryan 
Deputy News Editor 
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

Only time and a new coach 
will tell if Michigan can 
restore their program to 

the days of old. 

Open 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
and 5th hours
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News 
Briefs 

Hour Of 
Code 

   The Flex department 
expanded their definitions 
of culture on their school 
exchange with Fordson High 
School. Seaholm students 
visited Fordson on October 15 
and Dearborn’s Fordson High 
School visited Seaholm on 
December 10. Both trips had 
students focus on the explora-
tion of diverse cultures from 
their own. 
    Coinciding with Flex’s 
concentration on cultural 
anthropology this year, a need 
for cultural enrichment was in 
order. From this, the brain-
child of assistant principal Ali 
Hamka and Flex parent Cris 
Braun was born. 
   Hamka’s goal in this experi-
ence was to immerse Seaholm 
students into the almost par-
allel 
culture 
of 
Ford-
son, 
much 
as a 
mu-
seum 
would. 
Ac-
cord-
ing to 
Hamka, while 
museums are beneficial, the 
most advantageous way to 
learn about other ethnicities 

Flex Takes Fordson 
Tess Collins 
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com 

is with real-life experiences. 
   “Dearborn and Birming-
ham are both bubble cities,” 
Hamka said. 

   The exchange between the 
two schools encouraged 
a merging of the identi-
ties of both schools; 
Seaholm is largely 
populated by white stu-
dents, just as Fordson is 
largely populated with 
Arab students. 
   “Teenagers should 
be talking to teenagers 
about their lives and 
their experiences,” Flex 

teacher Robin Moten 
said. 

   Hamka and Moten both 
emphasized the importance 
of seeing first-hand how a 

group engages in order to 
fully understand that culture. 
Both also commented that the 
object was not just to have the 

students note the differences 
between the two environ-
ments, but also to realize how 
similarly the two communities 
interacted.         
   Stepping out of their Bir-
mingham shells, the flex stu-
dents could more clearly see 
that there were very different 
cultures and identities a mere 
19.2 miles away.  
   “After the field trip to Ford-
son, I realized that culture 
goes deeper than its meaning 
in a textbook, sophomore Flex 
student Keely Faris said, “and 
understanding that can really 
widen your horizons.” 

Photo By Spencer Miller

Seaholm and Fordson high school students pose for a picture together when 
Fordson visited Seaholm on December 10.  

Maples Helping Tots
Emily Abbott
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Students from all over the 
Birmingham area enjoyed a 
night of donating, dancing, 
and even DJing at the Toys 
For Tots bash on December 
13.  The event was hosted 
by Seaholm students Cece 
Hermes and Len Ciemniecki 
at the Troy Community Cen-
ter. To get into the bash, all 
attendees brought a charitable 
gift of a new toy or a cash 
donation of at least $10.
    “The donations are all given 
to the Toys for Tots organiza-
tion and then gifted to less 
privileged children,” said 
Hermes. 
   Hermes got involved with 
the Toys for Tots organization 
after attending the bash last 
year, hosted by now graduat-
ed Seaholm students Hannah 
Haley and Jackie Meier.
    “I thought last year’s bash 
was a fun way to get the com-
munity together, and I wanted 
to get involved,” Hermes said. 
“I contacted Hannah right 
after the event.”
   The night of Toys for Tots 
consisted of food and drinks 
donated by families through-
out the community, as well 
as music by DJ Caltalpa, also 
known as Seaholm sopho-
more Nolan Baltz. Baltz has 
DJ’d for Seaholm events 
before, and many students en-
joyed his songs at the Home-
coming football game tailgate.
   “DJ Caltalpa was awesome,” 
said Ciemniecki. “He got ev-
eryone up and dancing, and it 
made the bash a blast.”
   Ciemniecki got involved 
with the organization after 

Hermes contacted him for 
help planning the event. The 
duo worked with representa-
tives from the Toys for Tots 
charity to plan a fun and suc-

cessful night. 
   “Planning was time con-
suming and harder than I 
expected,” Hermes said. “But 
everyone got really involved, 
and the fun night made it all 
worth it.”
   Students were invited via 
social media, and advertise-
ments for the bash were 
placed throughout Birming-
ham. Overall, around 160 
people attended, 150 toys 
were collected, and another 
$1200 was received in dona-
tions.
   “The community’s desire to 
give back is truly inspiring,” 
Ciemniecki said. “It was an 
honor to help the Toys for 
Tots charity.”
   As for next year, both Ciem-

niecki and Hermes hope the 
tradition continues. 
   “Ideally, more and more 
people will continue to come 
and bring toys each year,” 

said Ciemniecki. “It’s an awe-
some way to give back and 
make a difference.”
   The charitable event il-
lustrated the passion that 
high school students have 
for giving back and helping 
their community. Ciemniecki 
and Hermes were extremely 
pleased with how the event 
went and are very grateful for 
their community’s compas-
sion. 
   “Thank you to everyone for 
supporting the Toys for Tots 
charity and really making a 
difference,” Ciemniecki said. 
“Together we have made 
the holiday season so much 
brighter for many less privi-
leged families.” 

SCHEDULE
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   Seaholm’s debate team 
stands strong as the year 
comes to a close.
    After winning a tourna-
ment at the University of 
Michigan, on the December 
6-7 weekend, the team also 
broke to the elimination 
rounds at the Ohio Valley 
Tournament in the Univer-
sity of Kentucky. 
   Debate coach Peter Sha-
heen is ecstatic about the 
team’s achievements. 
   “Our debate team just re-
ceived its first bid to the na-
tional tournament held for 
the best teams in America,” 
Shaheen said. “It’s our first 
bid in about 12 years and 
we are very excited.”
   Beginning in January, an 
exciting year looms ahead, 
with the team looking to 
participate in the follow-
ing tournaments: Winter 
Invitational in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, and the 
Barkley Forum at Emory 
University in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
   Senior and seasoned 
debater Cameron Baller is 
already strategizing for the 
upcoming year. 
   “We are preparing by re-
searching the arguments of 
each of the attending teams 
and then researching 
comprehensive arguments 
against each of the teams,” 
Baller said. 
   Shaheen views the team 
as a worldly and intellectu-
al pursuit that covets more 
than a trophy.   
   “Our goal is always to 
live up to an ideal,” Sha-
heen said. “We believe 
debate is like the search for 
the Holy Grail: winning 
every debate is impossible 
but preparing to win every 
debate is a search for the 
Holy Grail.”

By Olivia Neilson 

Debate’s 
Successful 
Season 

    For example, in AP Gov-
ernment Harte used to do an 
activity where students simu-
lated an election by forming 
parties and running for office.
Harte was teaching at 
Seaholm when they were on 
the semester schedule. When 
Seaholm switched to trimes-
ters, Harte had to condense 
her class to fit the same 
material into two-thirds of 
the year, instead of having the 
entire school year.
   Counselor Walter Romano 
is also aware of students’ likes 
and dislikes about semesters.
   “I do think there’s a great 
number of kids out there who 
are suffering to some degree 
because the pace is too fast, 
the work comes at them too 
quickly, there’s too much 
piled on them at one time,” 
Romano said.
   Time is also lost for teachers 
and students that would allow 
them to dive deeper into each 
subject of study.
   “You can do much more 
from September to January 
than you can do from Septem-
ber to Thanksgiving,” Roma-
no said. “There just aren’t as 
many weekends; there aren’t 
as many nights. It seems like 
it’s just rush, rush, rush. Get 
in, get tested, get out. And 
that doesn’t seem like there is 
a lot of good depth of learning 
there.”
   Romano mentioned that 
kids can lessen the effects of 
pace issues by signing up for 
three trimester classes.
   In addition to condensing, 
the AP classes also face the 
issue of timing with respect to 
AP tests, which are usually at 
the beginning of May.
   Some AP classes run first 
and second trimester, while 
others run second and third 
trimester or first and third 
trimester. This gives rise to 
the problem of condensing 
that second portion of the 
class in third trimester down 
even more.
   These classes must learn 
the same amount of material 
from March to May as a sec-
ond trimester class must learn 
from December to March.
   For AP classes that run first 
and second trimester, there 
is just over a month-long gap 
between finals and the AP 
test.
   “That gap between the end 
of a two-trimester course and 
when the test is given, is a 
really difficult time, especially 
since I teach seniors, and se-
niors at that point in time are 
already making plans to leave 
and go off to college,” Harte 
said. “Their attention falls 
off because they’re not in the 
class, and the self-motivation 
isn’t there.”
   Harte still runs after-school 
study sessions in the gap time 
but mentions they are not 
well-attended because seniors 
have sports, graduation, and 
five other classes.
   In trimester scheduling, it is 
possible that part A of a class 
may be in the first trimester 
and part B of a class may be in 
the third trimester.
   “What’s happening now is 
that you have five cores in the 
first trimester and five cores 

in the third trimester and all 
your electives in the second 
trimester,” Romano said. 
“[Parents] think there is too 
much of a drop-off between 
A and B with four months in 
between.”
   Romano indicated that he 
has to work around the one 
prep hour teachers have each 
trimester, allowing a potential 
of only four hours for classes 
to meet.
   Harte mentioned that 
changing the schedule may 
require teachers to teach six 
hours of the day as opposed to 
the current four.
   “I would love to see us go 
back to semesters but I under-
stand the danger of doing that 
too, because unless you go to 
a seven period day, you’re go-
ing to lose electives and that 
usually means art classes and 
music classes,” Harte said.  
“Having raised two artists, I 
know how important those 
courses are.”
   Having a six or seven hour 
day in a semester system 
would limit the number of 
electives a student would 
be able to fit into his or her 
schedule.
   Trimesters have their ben-
efits and costs when it comes 
to picking the right schedule. 
Counselors can reassure 
students and parents, whose 
schedules may not be perfect, 
by telling them students will 
switch classes in just twelve 
weeks.
   Students who fail a class 
also have opportunity to make 
up that class in the same year  
with a trimester system.
   “I think that our kids are 
so smart and so well adapted 
that for the most part they’ve 
adjusted to it,” Romano said. 
“They’ve adjusted to the pace, 
they can keep up, and they’ve 
done well academically.”
   In a survey taken by 
Seaholm and Groves students, 
55 percent indicated that they 
preferred trimesters, as op-
posed to the 31 percent who 
indicated they preferred the 
semester system and the 14 
percent who had no prefer-
ence.
   In free response answers, 
students also indicated pros 
and cons. One drawback spec-
ified was the pace of classes. A 
benefit of trimesters was the 
selection of classes students 
have to choose from.
   “Of all of the choices that 
are out there, the trimesters, 
while it’s not perfect, might 
actually be the best,” Harte 
said.
   The district has not reached 
any conclusions about the 
current scheduling system at 
Seaholm and Groves, but it is 
a topic of conversation at the 
community level.
   “In this particular area, it 
really comes down to what 
we want as a community for 
high-school learning and 
what’s the best way to struc-
ture both financial and non-
financial costs and benefits,” 
Nerad said. “So, we’ll take this 
a step at a time. I can assure 
you no decisions have been 
made, and we’ll get into that 
conversation and figure out 
where we want to go.”

Photo By  JoAnn Nord Hermes 
Students enjoy the Toys for Tots function at the Troy Community Center . 
The event raised $1200 and 150 children’s toys. 
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Photo By Emily Abbott
Students dance at the Toys for Tots event on December 13, organized this year by senior Cece 
Hermes and junior Len Ciemniecki.

   Over 300 Seaholm 
students participated 
in the Hour of Code on 
December 17 in computer 
labs around the school.  
According to the Hour of 
Code website, the global 
movement aimed to 
introduce “computer sci-
ence, designed to demys-
tify code and show that 
anybody can learn the 
basics.”
   The project not only 
taught code to students 
but attempted to break 
the world record for most 
people writing code in an 
hour. 
   The Hour of Code at 
Seaholm was sponsored 
by computer science 
teacher Lisa Passarelli 
and physics teacher Doug 
Baltz. 
    “[The hour of code] 
gives everyone the op-
portunity to learn code,” 
Passarelli said.  “If you set 
aside the time for students 
they will take advantage 
of it.”
   Senior Christina Dennis 
attended the hour.  She 
said she had little experi-
ence and wanted to learn 
more.
   “It seemed interesting to 
learn code,” Dennis said.
   As far as the world 
record goes, Passarelli 
is confident that, with 
Seaholm’s contribution, 
the record will be broken. 

By Avery Campbell

Photo By Julia Wright

   Currently, a facilities, 
technology, and safety needs 
assessment for the district is 
in place. However, because 
the assessment calls for other 
infrastructural issues to be 
evaluated, not all technology 
needs can be addressed. 
   “We are studying those 
needs, because there may be a 
need for a community conver-
sation about supporting the 
ongoing needs in this area,” 
Birmingham superintendent 
Dr. Daniel Nerad said. “We 
have ongoing technology 
infrastructure needs too, and 
the reality of it is we are not 
keeping up with the right kind 
of replacement cycle, so the 

decision made to upgrade was 
really based on the need to 
upgrade.”
   If the district wants to keep 
up with technology’s latest ad-
vancements, the community 
may need to be the next step 
of action. 
   “The district had funds in 
those areas [facilities, tech-
nology, and safety] but those 
numbers are all dwindling 
down very soon,” Nerad said. 
“We have to have a com-
munity conversation very 
soon about how we keep up 
with those changes and those 
needs.”
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Fifty Years of Flex
   A half a century of seminars, electives, Grade 
Level Requirements, and town hall meetings. 
2014 marks a milestone for the Flex Program; 
its 50th anniversary.
   However, Flex team leader Robin Moten 
believes the definition of Flex isn’t so simple. 
  “It’s really hard to put your finger on [the 
definition of Flex]. At its core it’s a community 
of learners,” Moten said. 
   “[It was] always with the intent of being 
based in seminar and conversation,” Moten 
said, “And then offering a rich, engaged cur-
riculum for students while at the same time 
offering them a chance to have a community 
in a large high school.”
   Moten has taught Flex at Seaholm for 19 
years, and has been team leader for the past 
three years.
   At its core, Flex, or flexible scheduling, is 
an interdisciplinary program that combines 
Social Studies and English into one class with 
students from all grades. It is team-taught and 
team-planned by five teachers. 
   Flex originated in 1963, when the superin-
tendent of Birmingham Public Schools asked 
the Seaholm community to create an interdis-
ciplinary humanities program as a part of the 
Birmingham Plan of Excellence. According to 
the Flex program’s website, the plan was de-
signed to “encourage ‘new ways to individual-
ize instruction and to professionalize teaching’ 
by funding innovative programs.”
   Former Flex teacher Dr. Robert Maxfield 
was one of the first teachers in the program. 
He joined Flex in 1966 and taught until 1973. 
   “I came into it feeling like this would be the 
ideal kind of teaching to do,” Maxfield said.
   Over the years, there has been skepticism 
about the Flex program and whether it would 
work and, more importantly, survive. 
   “Really the question is: what made it work?” 
Maxfield said. “And I think what made it work 
was we had a really gung-ho bunch of teachers 
who cared a lot about each other and we spent 
a huge amount of time planning.” 
   Students and faculty in Flex feel the learning 
environment goes beyond the classroom. The 
community created is viewed as a prominent 
feature of the program. 
   Former Flex teacher Peter Shaheen taught in 
the program for about 17 years. He said one of 
his favorite things about the program was the 
environment.    
   “We got to know kids really, really well,” 
Shaheen said. “I loved having kids in my room 
just kind of kicking back and talking about all 
sorts of things, whether it’s music or sports 
or just talking about something political that 
happened.”
   He remembered one Flex teacher who kept 
card games and a foosball table in his room 
for students to relax and hang out there dur-
ing free time. 
   “They [the games] were just an opportunity 

   As part of the Birmingham 
Plan for Excellence, a progres-
sive idea brought to Birming-
ham by Superintendent John 
Blackhall Smith, funding was 
available for pilot programs 
A group of Seaholm teach-
ers led by Katherine Blunt, 
Chair of the English Depart-
ment, English, Social Stud-
ies, Art and Music teachers 
met over the summer and in 
the fall of 1965, Flex began. 
It loosely followed the Great 
Books format with the aim to 
individualize instruction and 
increase teacher professional-
ism. Students were selected 
to participate and many were 
reluctant to become “guinea 
pigs.” Adjustment was very 
difficult as we attempted an 
interdisciplinary approach 
with 3 grades for 3 periods 
each day for a 3 year cur-
ricular cycle. With continued 
administrative and depart-
mental support over the first 
five years the Flex Team 
began to gel. To say that we 
made it up as we went along is 
no exaggeration, but eventu-
ally students began to partici-
pate and teachers began let go 
of many traditional attitudes. 
I had been schooled in New 
Criticism, a critical approach 
to literature that valued the 
text and only the text whereas 
the interdisciplinary approach 
placed everything in histori-
cal, biographical, intellectual, 
and philosophical context. 
Then, too, I was familiar with 
a teacher-centered classroom 
where I lectured on topics 
with which I was familiar. The 

A Message From 
the Founder

“Most of our alumni would 
tell you that they knew it 

was special when they were 
here. They couldn’t put their 

finger on why, and then 
when they leave they’re 

amazed at how it impacted 
their high school experience 

but maybe even more 
important how it continues 

to impact them today.”
- Robin Moten

for people to be real and to talk about things,” 
he said, “and it was really just a nice place to 
hang and be the kind of humans that we don’t 
have time to be in school anymore.”
   Flex continues to affect those involved 
today. Moten said Flex means “everything” to 
her. 
   “It’s made me the teacher that I am,” she 
said. “I don’t think I would’ve been this 
teacher without the Flex program. I am grate-
ful every day.”
   Maxfield believes the program is an im-
portant and unique learning experience that 
should be utilized in other schools. 
    “It meant a lot to me because I really got to 
start my career in a wonderful environment,” 

he said.  “I still see it as the vision of what 
school should be all about.”
    Maxfield left Seaholm to take an admin-
istrative position in another school district. 
From then on in his career, he tried to recre-
ate programs similar to Seaholm’s, but Max-
field said they were unsuccessful. 
    “As I went to different schools we tried ver-
sions of Flex, and we got parts of it right, but 
we never got the full Seaholm piece,” he said. 
    Maxfield thinks this could be contributed 
to students’ and faculty’s dedication to the 
program. Their passion has not wavered since 
the beginning. He recently attended a dinner 
with current Flex students and was amazed by 
them.

   “I was struck by the fact that they had the 
same enthusiasm and attitude as students 
back in the 60s,” Maxfield said. “When I went 
home that night, I told my wife it was like I 
went through a time warp.”
   He said, because the program is so unique, 
it’s especially remarkable that Flex has en-
dured.
   “What amazes people is that it’s lasted this 
long because innovations tend not to last this 
long,” Maxfield said. “They often don’t last 
beyond the people who started. It’s a remark-
able story of a program that has survived and 
continued.”

McKenna Ross
Editor-in-Chief of Web
seaholmhighlanderweb@gmail.com

Tessa Banks
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

“[Flex] really 
has shaped 
my whole 
education 

philosophy.”

- Dr. Robert 
Maxfield

Photo from 1966 Piper.
Early Flex students use new equipment to study classical music. Flex focused  on an interdisciplinary approach to humanities. 

demands of our wide-ranging 
curriculum ( eg. French 
Revolution, transcendental-
ism, Marxism, Confucian-
ism, potlatch ceremonies, 
neocolonialism, Dada, heroic 
couplets, etc.) required all of 
us to adopt a Socratic ap-
proach. Flex called for team 
teaching and team planning 
We met to plan every day and 
often on the phone at night.. 
At least 3 days a week all of 
us were conducting similar 
classes. The other two days 
we led elective courses usually 
relevant to the unit of study 
and in our subject areas.
   Once some of the conflicts 
were ironed out and Flex 
began to run smoothly, it 
was exciting, enriching and 
challenging. At our peak, we 
were an elective course with 6 
teachers about 180 students 
9 through 12th grades explor-
ing a 4 year curriculum. We 
had no team leader, rather 
each of us stepped up as the 
need arose. I rarely taught the 
same subject two days or even 
3 years in a row. I appreci-
ated the format emphasizing 
frame of reference. I appreci-
ated the richness and variety 
brought to the program by 
films, books, essays, poetry, 
lectures, seminars and by our 
actively involved students and 
their parents. A co-operative 
learning sub-culture evolved 
as 4 grades interacted on a 
daily basis. Many colleagues 
and students with whom I 
shared 32 years in Flex still 
remain friends.
   
   Jay retired in 1997 and lives 
with his wife in Downeast 
Maine.

Additional reporting by Emma Lietz

                                                               F                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                

What does Flex mean to you?

““When I think of Flex, I think of 
a box, and everything outside of 

the box is Flex.”
- Freshman Thomas Sawyer

“It also means a strong and wel-
coming community  of smart, nice, 

and ambitious kids.”
- Sophomore Mari Sitner

“Flex means family to me. I spend 
more time than any other class 
in this hallway and I love it very 

much.”
-Junior Ariel Zalesin

“A class that allows people 
to kind of fit into a commu-

nity.  [We] decide like what we 
wanna do, how we wanna run it.”

 -Senior Ben Slavin

Man on the Street: Flex Edition

Jay Horschak
Co-Founder of Flex

Photo by Kelly Martinek
The newest Flex team teachers: Peter Smith 
(left) and Matthew Szalkowski (right). Both 
joined the program this year.
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Who do you 
think are the 
most impor-
tant people to 
a high school 
senior? Their 
parents or 
their friends? 
Nope. A col-
lege admis-

sions board.
   As a high school senior, I’m 
one of millions experiencing 
the pain and torture of the ad-
missions process. There’s test 
scores to be sent and boring 
information to be filled out. 
And of course, the essay. The 
evil, dreaded essay. 
   Truthfully, I’ve enjoyed 
some of the essay prompts 
I’ve done over the last few 
months. It’s given me the op-
portunity to reflect on myself 
and then put it into words. 
However, my least favorite 
prompt is the very basic, 
“Why are you applying here?”
   I have struggled with this 
prompt more than I’d care 
to admit. I’m not sure why--
it seems like it should be an 
easy question for an applicant 
whose top choice asks this 
question. I fear my response 
won’t be what the admis-
sion department wants. The 
importance of this essay is 
constantly in my brain. 
   I’m like many other ap-
plicants in a lot of ways. I 
have a fairly high GPA and 
test scores. I’m active in my 
school and community. I have 
a pretty good Common App 
essay and (hopefully) glowing 
letters of recommendation. So 
what sets me apart? Is the ad-
missions officer going to read 
my application and think, 
“Oh, just what I needed! An-
other teenage overachiever!” 
and stamp a big “ACCEPTED” 
on my file? Probably not. 
   I have to let my essay set me 
apart. In September, this was 
a horrifying thought to me. 
How could I convey all of who 
I am in 500 words or less? I 
wrote countless drafts and 
they all ended crumpled up in 
my virtual waste bin. I’m an 
aspiring writer and it seems 
words failed me. Go figure.
   Eventually, I created a 
formulaic response for every 
school that asked me this 
terrifying question. The 
formula worked for a while. 
I felt confident every time I 
wrote the essay because it was 
comfortable and unique to 
me. But now, on my last and 
most important application, 
I’ve hit a bad case of writer’s 
block. My formula simply 
isn’t enough.
   My top school won’t know 
who I am from a simple, 
formulaic response. I’m still 
struggling to find the right 
words, especially with the 
deadline rapidly approaching. 
   But I’ve finally learned 
that applying to college isn’t 
a puzzle or math problem. 
Not each application will be 
the same, so I can’t act like 
they are. I just have to write 
honestly about myself and 
that will be my best effort.  
The more I write about my 
dreams and goals, the more 
confident I feel in myself. 
   I don’t feel so nervous when 
I know what I’m writing is 
what I want to say; not what 
they might want to hear.

McKenna 
McRants: 

On College 
Essays and 

Cutting 
Corners

Improving Substance Abuse Education 
Staff Editorial

McKenna Ross
Editor-in-Chief of Web
seaholmhighlanderweb@gmail.com
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  December’s substance abuse 
assembly heavily touched on 
the role of peer pressure in 
high school in the past and 
present. 
   The assembly was a sig-
nificant improvement on the 
traditional in-school ap-
proach to substance abuse 
discussions.  Hearing from 
actual people with actual 
experience made the prob-
lem more real in the eyes of 
students.  However, while 
peer pressure does have an 
impact on substance use, the 
Highlander staff believes that 
it isn’t the most influential 
factor on substance abuse 
in our community. Instead, 
the constant stress of school 

and extra-curricular activities 
more often leads to the use 
of illegal substances in the 
Birmingham area.
   The first problem is with 
traditional substance 
abuse education 
in schools.  When 
students are taught 
simply to avoid peer 
pressure, it makes 
many feel like doing 
drugs or drinking by 
choice is okay.
   Additionally, 
Seaholm students are 
generally high achiev-
ers, and with the high achiev-
er status come high levels of 
stress. Students often look 
for some type of comfort or 
release from the stress. When 
students think of ways to 

escape from stress, drugs or 
alcohol often come to mind.
   Acquiring substances is 
generally easy. All it takes is a 
few phone calls and conversa-

tions, and students can find a 
supplier. Or if students want 
to use substances without ask-
ing around, attending parties 
can provide students with the 
rush of relaxation they need.

   When acquiring substances 
is such an easy process, stu-
dents can regularly use the 
purchased drugs to find an 
escape from the madness of 

daily life. 
   Once students begin 
using substances to 
help relax, they may 
continue to do so more 
frequently, which can 
result in overuse and 
addiction.
   Dependency on drugs 
may begin even before 
the use of illegal sub-
stances. For example, 

students often times use pre-
scription drugs like Adderall 
to help focus on school work. 
Students then develop the 
mindset that they need the 
drug in order to do any type of 

homework.
   It’s not the stress that is the 
problem; it’s that students 
aren’t taught how to effec-
tively cope with it.  If students 
were taught coping skills- 
ways to put aside the stress 
for a while without turning to 
prescription drugs or illegal 
substances- they would be 
better prepared to handle the 
heavy work load and competi-
tion that comes along with 
growing up in the district.
   Peer pressure continues 
to exist in high school, and 
Seaholm isn’t the exception.  
But substance abuse educa-
tion can be improved by 
addressing other root causes 
of substance abuse and addic-
tion.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                         

Man on the Street:
How are you handling waiting for college decisions?

“I already heard back 
from 5 out of 6, so I’m 
not thinking about it so 
much.”  

-Senior neil Lloyd

“I try not to think about it. 
It’s stressful but I have to 
remember that it’s out of 
my control.”  

-Senior patty Costello  

“It can be hard but I think 
the most important thing 
is to remember that what 
is meant to be, will be.”  

-Senior rachel dadmio 

“pulling my hair out and 
getting angry, frustrated, 
and impatient. I have a 
countdown.”  

-Senior Mitch boorstein

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student newspaper 
of Seaholm High School. While school-sponsored, content 
and production is student directed and not subject to prior 
review. Our aim is to provide an accurate report and a free 
exchange of viewpoints in relation to interests and concerns 
that affect the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 room G107, Seaholm High 
School, birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, which 
will not be bylined and will represent the viewpoint of the 
majority of the staff. Students are free to express opinions 
and guest editorials are welcomed. All such editorials and 
other features will be attributed to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes all 
opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback from the 
Seaholm community. We request all letters be sent to: 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com, delivered in person to room 
G107 or mailed to the following address: 

It’s not the stress that is the 
problem; it’s that students 

aren’t taught how to 
effectively cope with it. 
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   Often-
times, 
I find 
myself 
playing 
a video 
game and 
saying to 
myself, 
“Wow, 
this game 
is so bad, 

but the fact that it’s in glori-
ous 1080p makes it fun!”
   Not.
   The main purpose of a game 
is to entertain. There are 
many aspects of a game, but 
none are as nonessential as 
graphics and sound.
   Now think for a second 
about the following qualities 
every game has: game play, 
graphics, sound, story, and 
controls. If a game has bad 
game play, there’s no reason 
to play it, duh.
   It’s like eating cereal with-
out the milk. It’s un-Ameri-
can.
   Controls are in a similar 
boat; if the game is unplay-
able, then it’s worthless. Story 
is arguably optional, but there 
are genres that require a good 
plot to be effective (mostly 
role playing games).
   That leaves graphics and 
sound, the shoes of the 
video game world, if you will. 
Necessary, but putting all the 

focus on them is ridiculous.
   When all the effort is put in 
cosmetics, there is no time for 
the actual meat and potatoes. 
It’s comparable to preparing 
the fanciest feast with only the 
most expensive ingredients, 
but having it taste horribly. 
Nonsensical, right? In fact, I’d 
call it downright silly (please 
excuse my foul language).
   Some heathens will tell you 
that if a game doesn’t look 
good, then it isn’t giving the 
full gaming experience. And 
they’re right. Well, kinda, at 
least.
   They’re right in saying how 
a game presents is important, 
but they’re wrong in saying 
that it’s the visuals that do 
this. No, rather it is the style 
and atmosphere that accom-
plish this feat.
   Both of these are completed 
with graphics and sound in 
the same way that buildings 
are made by bricks and mor-
tar; high quality components 
are needed, but what one does 
with them is more important.
   Execution is important too. 
Just having a nice concept 
doesn’t do very much. If you 
don’t believe me, just watch 
The Last Airbender and get 
back to me.
   An example of good style 
and bad graphics is Spelunky. 
It has a quirky pixel art theme 
that’s very aesthetically pleas-
ing, but objectively, it’s not 
heavy on the ole graphics 
card.
   Atmosphere is best done 
through moderation of sound 
and visual effects. Knowing 
when to make scenes quiet or 
loud, light or dark. It’s aimed 
to achieve a mood or emotion 
in the player.
   If every game company lis-
tens to Luke, they will put ef-
fort into making video games 
feel pleasant, rather than look 
expensive.
   By the way, I’ve decided to 
set up an email account in 
case anyone has any ques-
tions, comments, or ideas for 
future columns: listen2luke@
gmail.com Please send me an 
email. I don’t have friends.

Luke Sperling
Editor of Mobile Platforms
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Listen 
to Luke: 

Graph-
ics? More 
Like Gra-

fix This 
Game!

When all the effort 
is put in cosmetics, 
there is no time for 
the actual meat and 

potatoes.

Sitting Students
   A few weeks ago, I was sitting 
alone at my kitchen table when 
my mom walked in and sat 
down with me. In her hand was 
an article she had printed out 
and wanted to read to me. It was 

an article from The Washington Post titled 
“Teacher spends two days as a student and is 
shocked at what she learns”. The story is writ-
ten by Alexis Wiggins, who was a high school 
teacher for fifteen years. Wiggins is now in 
her first year in a new position called “High 
School Learning Coach”, and her job is to 
work with teaches to improve student learn-

ing outcomes. As a part of getting her feet wet, 
her principal suggested she “be” a student for 
two days, and 
Wiggins agreed. 
   Wiggins was to 
shadow a 10th 
grader on one 
day, and a 12th 
grader the next. 
She was to do 
everything that 
her student and 
other students 
were expected to 
do. If there was 
a test, she took 
it, if there were 
notes; she cop-
ied them into a 
notebook. Each 
of her students 
had a standard 
schedule. 
   After her first 
full day, the 
big conclusion 
Wiggins came 
to was this: 
“Students sit all 
day, and sitting 
is exhausting.” 
I couldn’t agree 
more. In my 
first trimester, 
my schedule 
went like this; French, Economics, 
Lunch, English, Health, Math. Most of the 
time I sat through entire school day. I recited 
French words, watching economics videos, 
sitting while eating lunch, sitting as I wrote 
in English, sitting as I listened in health, and 
even more sitting in math. 
   Sitting is awful, and it’s all I do every single 
day. Seaholm’s classes are a ridiculous seven-

ty-three minutes long, and yet students are 
expected to sit through and listen in all five 
of them. According to the Princeton review, 
teachers say “student attention spans are 
going down.” Yet, as of last year, Seaholm 
was required to increase the school day by 
five minutes. A majority of the time teachers 
are standing, they are walking around, they 
are talking, and I sit in silence staring at the 
clock. 
   Teachers would argue that because of 
the trimesters, they are pressed for time 
constantly; therefore there is no time for 
standing and stretching. I’m not asking you 
to lead us on a group run, or spend half the 
class holding hands and singing campfire 
songs. I’m simply asking for you to be more 
conscientious of what I and many students 
go through every day. Put a nerf basketball 
hoop on your door and let kids shoot into it 
for the first and last few moments of class. 
Stretch halfway through. In the middle of 
your entire class length lecture, have us 
stand up and listen to it for 10 minutes, then 
let us sit back down and continue. 
   After the first day of Wiggins experiment, 
she planned to go to her office and jot down 
some notes, maybe write a few paragraphs. 
Instead she was so drained that she went 
home, watched TV until 8:30 then went 
to bed. She did none of the homework she 
assigned. Students across the world are ex-
pected to do the hours of homework they’re 
assigned, along with extra-curricular activi-
ties, because if they’re not in extra-curricu-
lars then they won’t get into a college they 
want because they aren’t ‘’well rounded’’ 
enough. 
   I don’t want the world of teaching to 
flipped upside-down. Seaholm is great, and 

I genuinely 
enjoy going to 
school here. 
I just need 
the staff to un-
derstand what 
we go through 
every day. If 
teachers im-
plement some 
sort of quick 
hands-on 
activity into 
their lesson 
plan, students 
would enjoy 
an interactive 
experience 
while also 
learning some 
content as 
well. Many 
students 
would benefit 
from some 
experien-
tial learning 
instead of the 
generic lecture 
format 
   I challenge 
teachers to do 

the same thing 
Wiggins did. Teachers are constantly trying 
to find ways to make class more engag-
ing. Instead of experimenting, know what 
it’s like to be us. I’d invite any teacher to 
shadow me, and I’m sure others would too. 
We’re tired of sitting, and it’s time we take a 
stand.

Adam Klepp
Deputy Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

Many students would 
benefit from some 

experiential learning 
instead of the generic 

lecture format

Photo by  Adam Klepp



      I grew up in a predomi-
nantly black country. 
People were distin-
guished by their ethnic 
groups and not by their 
color, so, to me, racism 
was just an abstract 
idea. 

         To me, I was an ancient 
idea. Living in America 

and attending a predominantly white school 
has taught me otherwise. Where I came from I 
was a treasure, here I am a statistic. 
   Black people in America are only regarded 
when they drop hits, score a touchdown, 
make ten baskets in a game, and entertain the 
country. Our slang is adopted by youth from 
all races, hairstyles are “stolen” by the likes 
of Kendall Jenner and labeled as a “hot” style 
and the bodies of black women are embraced 
on everyone else but the black woman. 
  Our dance moves are seen and replicated 
in the least flattering way while our music 
is “adopted” by Australian immigrants with 
southern accents. 
   Black culture is accepted into the American 
society as it excites people and allows them 
into a world they would otherwise never know 
of. 
   But as soon as we, the black people of 
America, are treated unfairly, and speak out 
about it, we are considered violent. As soon as 
black people stand up for themselves and our 
people, we are “pulling the race card.” 
   After the broadcast of the Grand Jury’s deci-
sion on the Ferguson case, Twitter went wild. 
The world was divided by opposing views and 
crowded in the middle with the indifferent. 
I daresay that no matter what position you 
took on the case of Michael Brown and Officer 

to be drowned in talks of what is right versus 
what truly is wrong. It is high time students 
are dragged out of their comfort zone, out of 
their ignorance and into the real world be-
cause it is not rosy out there. 
   The fact that thousands of people march 
all across the country, to fight for justice for 
people the law is supposed to protect shows 
that there is a need for reform and the fact 
that there are people who feel that protesting 
Michael Brown’s murder was irrational, but 
justified protests for Eric Garner’s death be-
cause it was recorded shows that people need 
to be schooled.   
   Black people do not need people from other 
races to debate to them what is “worthy of a 
protest” and what is not. Black people do not 
need to be told that they should stay quiet 
when they are not given justice, camera or no. 
Black people do not have to be told that black 
on black crime is higher than white on black 
crime, so they need not protest. 
   What people need to understand is that 
black people, regardless of how small or seri-
ous their crime is, will be convicted while a 
Caucasian will walk free of the same crime. 
We, the students of Seaholm, are the future 
and the country will be left in our hands after 
our parents and their parents fade away. So, 
it is up to us to change the unfairness in the 
world. 
   Yes, it is achievable. 
   It may take a while but it is attainable. We 
must start with dialogue. We need to have 
open conversations about race.  
   “Students need to know that it’s okay to 
engage in conversations about race and racial 
issues, even with limited knowledge,” Math 
teacher Leslie Martin said. “They are seeking 
understanding. Those conversations are not 
taboo.” 
   And learn we must. 
   Seaholm students need to understand that 
black lives matter. 

Wilson, an unarmed teenager with six bul-
lets in him, left to die for four and half hours 
on the street, bloodied and alone, deserves 
justice. 
   A majority of the Seaholm students who 
broadcasted their feelings on the Ferguson 
issue found a way to make the burning of the 
flag, which is a legal way of protesting, more 
outrageous than the actual murder. I know 
where the value of my life stands with them 
and as do a majority of the black students at 
Seaholm.  
   “It could have been us,” Sophomore D’jon 
Butler said.
   Many people believe racism to only be the 
outright lynching and open dislike for people 
of color, precisely black people, and that is 

where they are wrong.   
   When an unarmed black man gets killed 
people say it is not about race. But as soon as 
a black student gets accepted into all the Ivies, 
it is probably because he is black. 
   That is a simple example of racism. 
   Judging a person’s ability based on their 
skin color is racism. Trying to justify the 
wrongs done to a people based on their skin 
color is racism. Trying to make yourself feel 
less guilty for doing these things is you pro-
gressing in racism; you are drowning in it. 
   Seaholm needs dialogue. The school needs 
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   How well do you know the in-
ternet? Are you up to date on the 
latest trends, memes, and jokes 
on popular social networking 
sites like Vine or Twitter? Check 
and see with this quick social 
media quiz. Once you have com-
pleted it, follow us at 
@SHSHighlander on Twitter and 
turn it into the ballot box in the 
Newspaper room (G106) with 
your name and Twitter handle on 
the quiz.

1) If you were at a party, and 
someone who you don’t care 
about is leaving says good-bye 
to you, what name do you call 
them?
a) Larry
b) DeQuan
c) Jennifer
d) Felicia

2) Who broke the internet?
a) Pitbull
b) Kim Kardashian
c) Johnny Manziel
d) Lil Wayne

3) What is an important phrase 
on Vine associated with a man 
falling down?
a) “What”
b) “Lawd”
c) “Bruh”
d) “Help”

4) On what day of the week does 
the club go up?
a) Saturday
b) Tuesday
c) Friday

Quick Quizzes with Adam Klepp

Black Lives Matter, Especially at Seaholm
Maame Boatemaa
Deputy Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

d) Thursday
5) What happens when you get 
the aux cord?
a) The car speeds up
b) The car runs out of gas
c) The car goes slower
d) The car sets on fire

6) Complete the following sen-
tence: “I don’t want no ______”
a) Vegetables
b) Tofu
c) Ravioli
d) Cheddar Cheese

7) What does the P.O.P do?
a) Hold it down
b) Send it sideways
c) Bring it up
d) Keep it steady

8) Which of the following would 
NOT be found in a white girl 
starter pack?
a) A red scarf
b) Starbucks 
c) Hunter Boots
d) North Face Parka

9) What is 9+10?
a) 12
b) -1
c) 19
d) 21

10) What would the appropri-
ate dance move be if the words 
“about a week ago” are heard?
a) The Yeet
b) The Shmoney
c) The Whip
d) The Nae Nae

It is high time students 
are dragged out of their 

comfort zone, out of their 
ignorance and into the 
real world because it is 

not rosy out there. 

   Do you want to know 
what burns me up? Graffiti 
artists. Teenagers who 
think they can get away 
with leaving their art “vi-
sion” and not get caught. 
Well it appears that some 
graffiti artists have decid-

ed to make Seaholm High School their new 
target for their vandalism. 
   Last semester, symbols and words origi-
nating from the Slender Man mythos were 
discovered on the walls of the boy’s bath-
rooms along with an ongoing sentence using 
a very choice word about school. I sat down 
with Deb Boyer and Ali Hamka, the assistant 
principals, and with a teacher named Cathy 
Hanson and they had these to say. 
   “It’s defacing the school and embarrassing,” 
Hamka said.
   “It’s a way to express themselves but it’s not 
right,” Hanson said.
   “I think it’s sad kids need to write anony-
mous,” Boyer said.
   These heinous messages were discovered by 
this reporter and many of the male students 
who went to the restroom and by golly this 
delinquent act is something I just cannot 
stand at the very least.
   In this reporter’s opinion, whoever left 
these disgraceful messages should be sacked 
of their school ID card, have their parents 
informed of their misdeed, and kicked out of 
the school.
   This is exactly like a senior prank at the last 
day of school: it may be funny or creative to 
them but as the old saying goes, “It’s all fun 
and games until someone loses and eye.”
   These disgraceful messages have no place 
in this school. We strive to create a safe en-
vironment for students of all ages and sizes, 
and if someone decides to listen or follow the 
rules that were stated, then they should be 
ashamed of their actions and the choice they 
made.
   Mr. Lytle, the security guard, is working 
overtime to catch these hooligans.
   “We have a camera system,” Hamka said.
   “We investigate it,” Boyer said.
   So look out graffiti maniacs, if you get 
caught in the act then you might as well hand 
over your ID, clear out your locker of all your 
things, and hit the road. Because if you won’t 
respect the rules then just go home immedi-
ately.
   “I don’t feel for it,” Coby Machowitz and 
Griffin Pifer said.
    “We have hall monitors reporting, teach-
ers keeping their eyes open and students to 
report these to the office,” Boyer said.
   “The staff should be open people so these 
students can talk to them,” Hanson said.

The Graffiti Problem
Drake Kondrat
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

      According to the Weather 
Channel’s website, Seaholm 
can expect at least a few 
snow days this year and with 
lots of snow days comes lots 
of free time. Free time for 
students is often hard to 
come by, and with so much 
of it, many students find 

themselves bored on snow days. Some practi-
cal cures for boredom include doing home-
work, cleaning the house or organizing a sock 
drawer. 
   But after the first few days off, boredom 
seeps back in and students are left at square 
one. Many Seaholm students have a plan go-

Snow Days Aren’t Just for Sleeping
ing into a snow day for various activities with 
friends or family.
    “I sleep mainly, sometimes I watch TV or 
go on Netflix,” senior Patty Costello said. 
   Junior Griffin Watt has the same routine 
every snow day.
   “I do the rest of my homework or go to 
Leo’s,” Watt said. 
   Other students choose different snow day 
activities. 
   Snow painting is a fun, temporary art proj-
ect that any student can easily do. 
   Students will need water bottles, food 
coloring, a pen and snow. First, add food col-
oring to the water bottles to create rich full 
colors, then return the cap to the water bottle 
and puncture with the pen. Once assembled, 
bundle up, go outside and paint. 
   Another fun and creative activity is build-
ing a snowman. What you may not know 

is there is more than just one way to make a 
snowman. 
   Simple activities, like blowing bubbles, can 
also take a wintery twist.  Blowing bubbles can 
seem like a childish activity, but in winter, it’s 
fun for all ages. 
   If the temperature is below freezing (32 de-
grees) regular bubble formula will freeze and 
bubbles will turn to ice. This is a great oppor-
tunity for family fun and some very interest-
ing pictures. 
   A warmer alternative to traditional snow 
day activities is brunch. There are many well-
reviewed restaurants in and near Birming-
ham, such as Toast in downtown Birmingham 
or Café Muse in Royal Oak. Both restaurants 
have wintertime specials, like Toast’s pepper-
mint hot chocolate or buttered almond latte at 
Café Muse.

Avery Campbell
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Are You Not Entertained?

   I know of 
a kid who 
spent half 
his day 
combing 
the vine app 
in search of 
a laugh. He 
did find 
one, but it 

only lasted him 6 seconds.
   I don’t 
blame 
him for 
wasting 
12 hours 
of his life. 
   Actually, 
I do.
   Maybe if 
he reads 
this ar-
ticle from 
A-Z, he 
can save 
himself 
half a day. 
   It seems 
that to-
day’s gen-
eration, 
precisely 
Seaholm 
students, 
have lost 
the true 
meaning 
behind 
“enter-
tain-
ment”. An entire day of school 
is spent sharing tweets and 
vines with each other, vines 
made by people who are most 
likely profiting from each 
view.
   Yes, in the moment it is 
exciting and you giggle as you 
imitate their accents and pick 
up whatever phrases they 
come up with but at the end of 
the day, when you reflect on 

who profits from this “enter-
tainment”, do you have the 
upper hand or do they?
   Certainly not you, booboo.
   As the intellectuals I hope 
we all are, the very ideas 
that fascinate and attract us 
should also educate us.
   At this point, you’re prob-
ably thinking; “Is she insane? 
She must be a boring person!”
   Well, sorry to disappoint, 
but I am neither. 
   Finding entertainment in 
mediums such as modern 

art (comics, photography, 
paintings, sculptures, mosaic, 
graffiti and so on), music (rap, 
R&B, country, pop, classical, 
alternative, cultural and so 
on), written works (poetry, 
sonnets, novels and others), 
landscape (travel, travel, trav-
el even to your backyard and 
find a shed you never noticed 
before), does not make 

one boring, it makes a per-
son well-rounded.
   Yes, social media plays a 
very important role in the 
lives of teenagers today but if 
you think about it for a split 
second, you will realize that 
Twitter and Vine and Insta-
gram are standing in the way 
of actual self-exploration. 
   Teenagers are missing out 
on the time of their life, a 
time I believe was created 
for exploration: their youth.
   I challenge you to spend a 

week, start-
ing from to-
day, finding 
interests 
in things 
that chal-
lenge the 
mind. Find 
out why 
the artist 
used more 
reds than 
blacks, find 
out why the 
poem was 
intended 
for the bro-
ken hearted 
and not 
the broke, 
explore the 
beach if 
you travel 
during 
break but 
if not, stay 
at home 
and read a 
novel. 

   Expand your 
mind and horizons. 
   Train yourself to appreci-
ate the real wonders of the 
world: humans and their 
talents, and while you’re at 
it, you just may find that 
you are capable of way more 
than imitating a 6 second 
Vine.

Maame Boatemaa
Deputy Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

Photoillustration by Maame Boatemaa
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   The practice of yoga can be 
used for health and relaxation 
benefits, mental stability, and 
a sense of self-understanding. 
All yogis, due to the indi-
viduality in yoga, interpret the 
meditation and physical poses 
differently. 
   Each pose has a different 
symbolic meaning, and se-
niors Cate Goldman and The-
resa Bowman are using the 
different interpretations as 

inspiration to create change in 
their community.
   Goldman first began prac-
ticing yoga in seventh grade 
with some friends. She claims 
that at first she focused on 
the popular physical compo-
nent of yoga, and later on she 
started to study the mental 
elements. She wanted to have 
an influence on the yoga and 
Seaholm community, so she 
started by taking Bowman to 
classes with her later on in the 
year.
   “I wouldn’t have done it 

without Cate,” Bowman said.   
   She began practicing yoga 
during her junior year, and 
Goldman and Bowman have 
since practiced together and 
dreamed of helping the world 
using yoga.
   Their efforts began with 
several yoga retreats during 
the summer of 2014. During 
the four-day trips, they would 
take life training and teacher 
training classes, which can 
certify someone to become a 
yoga teacher.
   “For the life training por-

tion, there’s a lot of 
opening up activi-
ties and you get out 
of your own com-
fort zone to get you 
to step forward,” 
Goldman said, 
“After life train-
ing, they talk about 
teaching yoga and 
opening yourself up 
to your students.”
   According to 
Bowman, the trips 
focused more on 
the mental aspect 
of the yoga prac-
tice, which can be 
very personal to the 
students. She says 
that the trip helped 
teach her to ob-
serve herself from 
an outside lens.  
   “It was very per-
sonal and focused 
on the feel and 
mental aspect of 
yoga,” Bowman 

said.
   Yoga Shelter, a yoga 
studio located in cities 
all over the world, 
including Birming-
ham, sponsored the 
training. Both Bow-
man and Goldman still 
attend Yoga Shelter for 
classes regularly. One 
of their main inspira-
tions to learn the prac-
tice is the influence of 
Barbi Stalburg Bell, a 
yoga teacher at Yoga 
Shelter.
   Stalburg Bell is con-
fident that Goldman 
and Bowman have 
started to use yoga as 
a way of life instead 
of just a physical 
practice.
   “It’s very unusual to 
find young women like this,” 
Stalburg Bell said. “I hope 
that they realize how lucky 
that are to be starting this 
journey at such a young age.”
   Both girls still need 80 more 
practice hours, observance 
hours, and feedback forms 
until they are fully certified. 
However, they are already 
seeing positive results of their 
practice in their daily lives.
   “It brings me a higher 
meaning of life to know that 
I’m more aware of what’s go-
ing on and get a sense of how 
I affect other people,” Gold-
man said.
   She has started to affect 
others in the community by 
teaching a parent/child yoga 

Charlotte Hoppen
Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

Using Yoga to Make a Difference

class over the summer in 
Detroit. Stalburg Bell believes 
that both girls had a signifi-
cant impact on their commu-
nity.
   “It’s inspiring to see how 
some people will do so much 
with their free time,” Stalburg 
Bell said. “I think they should 
be proud of themselves.”
   They also spread their 
knowledge of the practice to 
Seaholm’s Flex community, 
where the girls led a student-
led elective focusing on the 
book, The Fall of the Human 
Intellect by A. Parthasarathy, 
and yoga’s role in developing 
the intellect.
   Goldman and Bowman said 
they both enjoyed being able 
to spread the practice of yoga 

to their elective students and 
peers. They especially enjoyed 
having an impact on the way 
the students observed them-
selves.
   “I liked how everyone ques-
tioned everything and seeing 
how people got into it,” Bow-
man said.
   Stalburg Bell believes that 
they have changed students 
through the education of 
yoga, and they will continue 
to make a difference through-
out their studies.
   “People can understand that 
it doesn’t take that much to 
make a really big difference,” 
Stalburg Bell said, “One little 
thing and you’ve changed 
somebody else right next to 
you, and that’s yoga.”

Photo Courtesy of Theresa Bowman 
Senior Cate Goldman leads a parent/child yoga class in Detroit.
Goldman says she loves to make a positive impact on the community.

Community Service Opportunities
Pia Campbell
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Over the holiday, there are plenty of com-
munity service activities for seaholm students 
to take part in. Some opportunities for com-
munity service over winter break include: 

Baldwin House in Birmingham: Students 
can help lead Bingo for residents. 

Birmingham YMCA: Volunteers can help 
teens and young adults with variety of learn-

ing challenges social interactions by engaging 
them in non-competitive sports, games and 
other recreational activities. 

Forgotten Harvest: Students can sort food 
and repack donated food.

Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center: 
Volunteers help with art classes.

Make a Difference Dog Rescue: Volun-
teers help the dogs that need to be walked 
during adoptions. 

American Red Cross: volunteers help at 
blood donor sites.

Cranbrook Institute of Science: Pass-
port to Adventure: volunteers will help 
with leading crowds and doing crafts. 

Habitat for Humanity: students can volun-
teer every Saturday to help eliminate poverty 
housing. Volunteers must be 16 years old and 
accompanied by an adult.

Gleaners Food Bank: volunteers help with 
sorting and packing food. 

   For any contact information on these 
opportunities, check in at the Community 
Service Office or Community Service site on 
Seaholm’s web page. If time is an issue, donat-
ing is a great way to help others. Some of the 
organizations that accept donations are Light-
house and Gleaners. With the holidays coming 
up, giving back is just as good as receiving.

Photo Courtesy Of Theresa Bowman
Senior Theresa Bowman does a yoga pose. Bowman says she focuses 
on physical as well as mental aspects of yoga. 
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Photo courtesy of Charlotte Hoppen
A small group of Seaholm students after a communication 
session on the annual Diversity Retreat from 2014.
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Behind the Lens: An Artist 
Spotlight on Maggie Fitch

Experiencing 
Diversity Through 
Communication

Charlotte Hoppen
Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

   Seaholm’s upcoming annual 
Diversity Retreat has been 
a tradition for the past nine 
years. Each year, students are 
nominated by teachers in the 
building and sent through an 
application process in order 
for around 40 students to be 
selected.
   Throughout the course 
of three days, students and 
teacher chaperones travel to 
the Echo Grove Camp to ad-
dress the issues in their own 
lives as well as the wide scale 
problems at Seaholm.
   However, students and 
teachers don’t solely focus on 
the problem-solving compo-
nent of the trip. 
   According to Michael 
Wicker, the head of the 
Experiential Learning Center 
at Birmingham Groves and 
Seaholm, the major compo-
nent of the Diversity Retreat 
is the sharing of personal 
stories.
   “You get to know the teach-
ers on a personal 
level and the 
students have an 
opportunity to 
know that they 
are important,” 
Wicker said.
   Wicker be-
lieves that dur-
ing the adoles-
cent and high 
school years, 
problems in the 
lives of stu-
dents can have 
a tremendous 
effect on the way 
they think and 
act. The retreat 
focuses on 
how to solve 
the problems 
that plague all 
students, ac-
cording to Wicker.
   Cathy Meleca, a frequent 
chaperone for the trip, be-
lieves that by using the com-
munications model, students 

and teachers can bond in a 
different way than the usual 
teacher-student relationship.
   “We all have a similar story, 
and it’s how we live our lives 
and get there that’s different, 
regardless of age,” Meleca 
said.
   While the students and 

chaperones prepare for an-
other retreat, the possibility 
of change through discussion 
continues to circulate through 
the Seaholm community.

   

Empowering the students 
to create change is Wicker’s 
main goal; he hopes to be 
able to make an impact on the 
community through the com-
munication.
   “The Seaholm community 
has the ability to solve the 
problems that plague all of 

the students,” Wicker 
said.
   While the teachers 
and chaperones of 
the trip are anticipat-
ing the possibility 
of changes made at 
Seaholm due to the 
retreat, the appli-
cants are excited to 
have conversations 
with their peers and 
teachers in a different 
setting.
   Junior Andrea 
Laverty, an applicant, 
hopes to be able to 
share her beliefs on 
the trip in a safe envi-
ronment.
   “The diversity re-
treat is a great oppor-
tunity to talk about 

your beliefs in a comfort-
able and safe place,and have 
interesting and stimulating 
conversations with intelligent 
and amazing people,” Laverty 
said. 

shot.
   Fitch has been behind the 
lens as a photographer since 
her freshman year, when she 
received her first real camera. 
   “I really like the way that I 
can express how I’m feeling, 
how other people
are feeling, and how I view 
things,” Fitch said. “Some-
times you’ll be setting up a 
shot and you’ll see it and real-
ize that it means something 
to you.” 
   Fitch said she loves shooting 
portraits because it gives her a 
chance to interact with others. 
   “I like taking portraits a lot. 
I like interacting with people 
and see how they feel about 
photography,” Fitch said. 
   However, Fitch does ac-

   Like many things in this 
technological age, art is evolv-
ing and changing with the 
times. Artists are no longer 
being recognized for simply 
drawing and painting - many 
mediums are being added to 
the realm of respected art. 
   Among these new mediums, 
photography’s star seems 
to be shining the brightest, 
as seen with it’s huge rise in 
popularity over the past few 
decades. Although it seems 
simple to the general public, 
junior Maggie Fitch can vouch 
that photography takes a lot 
of depth, thought, and a little 
bit of luck to get the right 

knowledge that she has a 
bit of a ways to go in terms 
of finding her identity as an 
artist. 
   "I would say I still have a 
long way to go in finding my 
voice as a photographer," 
Fitch said. 
   She is constantly trying 
to find it, however, and she 
encourages other aspiring 
photographers to do the same. 
   "My advice to aspiring 
photographers is to never 
give up," Fitch said. "Don't 
be afraid to take two or three 
hundred photos and don't 
be afraid to take pictures of 
things that you're nervous 
about."

Fitch frequently photographs  her horse. 
(left) Fitch poses with her horse before a 

riding session. (below) Chrystyna Strum-
bos hired Fitch to photograph her senior 

portraits.

College Acceptances:
When Will You Know?

cision/ early action applicants 
will be notified of their admis-
sion decision. RD represents 
when regular decision ap-
plicants will be notified, and 
“Rolling” indicates a rolling 
admissions system.
   Why rolling admission? 
   Seniors currently checking 
their inbox obsessively are 
likely familiar with the term 
“rolling admission.” But for 
everyone else, it's likely a new 
concept. In rolling admissions 
systems, the date applicants 
are notified depends on when 
they apply.  Applications 
are reviewed without strict 
deadlines.  For schools like 
Michigan State and Western 
Michigan, students send in 
their application and once 
the school has received all of 
their required materials, the 

application is reviewed.  This 
system has its advantages, 
according to college counselor 
Judith Stahl, as students can 
secure early decisions from 
some of their top-choice 
schools and avoid anxiously 
waiting until the spring.  
   “An early admit allows you 
to base other colleges around 
it,” Stahl said. “If your appli-
cation is completed early in 
the fall, your decision will be 
returned very quickly.”
   But rolling admission mod-
els also have their drawbacks, 
according to Stahl.
   “Once the class is filled for 
the following fall, no addi-
tional admits are offered, so 
rolling can really mean, ‘we 
roll until we fill up,’” she said.

   On December 5th, the Uni-
versity of Michigan Under-
graduate Admissions Office 
posted on the University’s 
blog.  The post, by Interim 
Director of the Office of Un-
dergraduate Admissions Erica 
Sanders, was titled, simply, 
“Why is your decision taking 
so long? Here’s why…”  It’s 
about the time of year when 
many seniors begin to ask the 
very same question, no matter 
where they’ve applied.  For 
that reason, the Highlander 
has compiled a handy refer-
ence for when you’ll hear 
from some of the state’s most 
popular schools.  
   ED/EA represents the ap-
proximate date when early de-

Photo courtesy of Charlotte Hoppen
Students on the retreat participate in numerous activities 
throughout the weekend.

 All photos taken by and courtesy 
of Maggie Fitch. 
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Men’s Swim Team Hopes to Defend State Title
Emily Abbott
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shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of Jack Russell
Last year’s men’s swim and dive team celebrates a state championship title. This 
years team hopes to repeat last year’s success this year. 

   The male varsity swim-
mers of Ernest W. certainly 
have an exciting few months 
ahead of them. With a set of 
seniors committed to swim at 
top universities, an incoming 
freshman class bursting with 
talent, and last year’s state 
championship ring on their 
fingers, the boys feel more 
than ready to tackle the 2014-
2015 season. 
    “The team is looking great,” 
senior captain Nick 
Ross said. “Morale 
has never been 
higher. Everyone is 
clicking really well.”
    According to 
junior Len Ciem-
niecki, the way the 
team “clicks” is a 
key factor for suc-
cessful performanc-
es in the pool. With 
practices exceeding 
16 hours per week, 
it’s no surprise that 
the team’s bond is 
significant. 
     “We are a really 
close squad,” Ciem-
niecki said. “Every-
one has each other’s 
backs, and being so 
close helps a lot be-
cause when you’re swimming, 
you know the whole team is 
on the deck cheering you on.”
    Ross believes that the 

team’s close-knit nature is 
what gives them the extra 
edge on the competition. 
    “We emphasize friendship,” 
Ross said. “We tell each other 
everything, and we know best 
how to support each other in 
and out of the pool.”
    All of the long hours togeth-
er are dedicated toward the 
team’s common goal: securing 
another state championship 
win. 
    “State meet is the second 
weekend of March at the Hol-

land Aquatic Center,” senior 
captain Enrique Hernandez 
said. “The plan to win is the 
same as last year’s: train hard 

and stick together.” 
    According to Hernandez, 
the boys are currently focus-
ing on growing the state team 
as large as possible. With 
every meet, there is a new 
opportunity for a swimmer to 
make the tough times neces-
sary to compete at Holland. 
    “We’re strongest in the free-
style events, and weakest in 
the butterfly,” senior captain 
Evan Burke said. “Our biggest 
rivals are Rice and Dexter; 
Rice because we don’t like 

them, and Dexter because they 
beat us our freshman year. But 
I expect to win in March.”
    According to senior captain 

Jack Russell, their team’s 
bond will generate their suc-
cess in March.  
    “We are really close. We 
spend a lot of time together 
even outside of the pool, and 
our close ties help us to moti-
vate each other like only best 
friends can,” Russell said. 
“The tightest team runs this 
town, and that is us.” 
    According to senior Mikey 
LaFave, the team enjoys 
spending their free time to-
gether when they’re outside 

of the pool.
     “We’ve always 
been one of the 
closest teams at 
Seaholm,” LaFave 
said. “On Satur-
day nights we get 
together to listen 
to talk radio and 
play Jenga.”     
    As the season 
goes on and the 
bond strengthens, 
the team says they 
are continuing to 
grow stronger. 
    “State meet is 
a long way away, 
and we have to 
take it one day 
at a time,” Ross 
said.  “We’re all 
looking forward 

to the escalation of these great 
friendships and even greater 
performances.”

Birmingham United Men’s Hockey Preview
Adam Klepp
Deputy Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

Birmingham United Lacrosse Welcomes New Coach
Conor Ryan
Deputy News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

   Earlier this fall Birmingham 
United lacrosse head coach 
and director of coaching for 
the Birmingham Bulldogs 
Burton Engel decided to 
step down. Engel coached 
Birmingham United lacrosse 
for3 years. From a record 
standpoint Engle improved 
during his 3 years coaching 
Birmingham United. In his 
first season the team finished 
11-11, in his second 10-10, 
and in his final season 12-8. 
Despite picking up the team’s 
success overall, and achiev-
ing his first win against a top 
program in the state of Michi-
gan Engel chose to step away 
from the game.  In Engle’s 
absence the team decided to 
make an outside hire and nab 
Peter Hoffman of Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania.  
   Coach Hoffman is the Mid-
west Manager of 3D Lacrosse 
Incorporated, a premier 
lacrosse camp headquartered 
in Denver Colorado. Hoffman 
brings years of experience 
from not only coaching, but 
as a player at the University 
of Canisus.
    Hoffman hopes to bring 

a winning program from 3D 
lacrosse to Birmingham; 3D 
Lacrosse is located in 13 states 
across the country and in 
Ontario. Last year 3D lacrosse 
landed 5.23 million in capital. 
The hope is the powerhouse 
profit will lead to a power-
house coach for a potential 
powerhouse program. Coach 
Hoffman is also involved with 
the 3D Blue Chip Lacrosse 
Camp, where sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors are in-
vited to showcase their skills 
to universities. Out of all 
seniors who have attended 
the camp since it was 
founded in 2001, 95% went 
on to play college lacrosse 
at Division I schools. On 
average 90% of all Division 
I schools send at least one 
coach to scout at the camp 
according to InsideLa-
crosse.com. 
   Hoffman’s proven track 
record is something Junior 
Charlie Schiefer noted that 
he brings to the program, 
‘’Coach Hoffman brings 
a lot of knowledge of the 
game, he has flipped a los-
ing team to a contender in 
previous years. Birmingham 
United is a good team, but 
just needs that extra push 

that can get us really deep in 
the playoffs’’ Schiefer said. 
   While Seaholm will surely 
miss coach Engle, ‘’the tradi-
tion he brought back to the 
program will remain’’ senior 
Emmett Green said. 
   “Coach Engle not only tried 
to develop his team into 
lacrosse players, he really 
tried to help us become better 
people,’’ senior Jack Kelly 
said.  
“However, with the new sys-
tem, we hope to gain struc-

ture,’’ Schiefer said. “Coach 
Hoffman wants to build from 
the bottom up, starting with 
the middle schoolers. If we 
improve the younger program 
we improve the high school 
program.  If Coach Hoffman 
can bring that same type of 
stuff to our team the sky is the 
limit.’’ 
   For now Seaholm will 
have to wait and give Coach 
Hoffman time to prepare the 
team for the upcoming 2015 
season. 

Photo Courtesy of Aidan Kaspari
The 2014 men’s varsity Birmingham United lacrosse team poses 
for a picture before a game. This year the team      welcomes 
new coach Peter Hoffman.

   Lead by head coach John 
Chateau and captains A.J. 
Pivetta, Jacob Johnson, Jack 
Stempian, and Brooks Beat-
tie, the Birmingham United 
hockey team hopes for a suc-
cessful season.                                     
   “We are expected to win our 
OAA White Division,” John-
son said.                                                       
   This year’s team is inexpe-
rienced and thinks they can 
rebound from the loss of im-
portant seniors. According to 
Stempian it can be very diffi-
cult for teams to recover from 
losing so many good players.                                                                                                                                         
   “We are a newer team,” 
Stempian said. “We are get-
ting to know each other better 
and it’s helping us bond as a 
team.”
   Despite the developing 
chemistry with the players 
and the younger team, the ex-
pectations for this year’s team 
are still very high. 
  “Hopefully we can win a few 
playoff games,” Pivetta said. 
   There are new players to the 
varsity level this year, and the 
players are counting on junior 
forward Ricky Gibbs. 
   “Ricky is such an amaz-
ing forward,” Stempian said. 
“Size doesn’t affect him since 
he is so smart out on the ice.” 
   Another player new to the 
team this year looking to 
make an impact is senior 
Marino Merlini.
   “He’s a great player,” Pivetta 
said. 
  The hockey team has also 

faced some tough oppo-
nents so far in the early 
stages of the season. As of 
Wednesday December 17th 
the team’s record is 5-4, 
and according to player 
Daniel Rebock, the team 
could have won the game 
against Clarkston had it 
not been for some critical 
mistakes.
   “The team needs to work 
on coming out strong in the 
first period,” Beattie said. 
“If we come out strong it 
makes an impact on the 
other team and gives us an 
opportunity for an early 
goal.”
   According to Johnson, 
the team also needs to stop 
committing so many penal-
ties. When they receive a 
penalty, the other team has 
one more man on the ice, 
making it easier for them 
to score. 
    There are a lot of things 
the team needs to work on 
according to Pivetta, but he 
believes strongly that they 
can fix their mistakes.        
   Amidst all the things the 
team needs to improve 
upon, they have many 
strengths as well, the big-
gest one being the camara-
derie.
   “We all connect with one 
another, jokes fly around 
the locker room, we are 
one big family,” Stempian 
said.  
   All the captains agree 
that the biggest strength 
of the team is how well 

they’ve bonded, and all be-
lieve this will help the team 
succeed.                                                                                             
   “We have each other’s 
backs, if anything happens 
we will all work together as 
one unit,” Beattie said.  
   Each captain brings their 
own style of leadership to 
the team, and all of them are 
equally as important. Beattie 
prefers to lead by example.       
    “Specifically, I like to lead 
the team more by example,” 
said Beattie. “I do all the 
drills right as well as the 
small things that coach likes 
to see.” 
   Stempian sees himself as 

more of an all around cap-
tain.        
   “When I need to be verbal 
I’m verbal. When I need to 
go out on the ice and make a 
play, I will do it. I rely on my 
assistant captains as well to 
get the boys going and stay 
positive in the locker room,” 
Stempian said. “I’ve been a 
captain for three years, so 
I feel like I’m the one who 
needs to get something go-
ing.”  
   The team plays their home 
games at The Birmingham 
Ice arena. Their next home 
game is on January 3rd 
against Romeo. 

Congratulations Seaholm Sports!

#1 in Metro Detroit 

#2 in Michigan 

#15 Nationally 

2015 Niche Rankings. Best High 
School Sports ranks 9,534 public high 

schools. 

Last year, Seaholm athletes earned 22 
championships including three state titles 

and 19 district, regional, county, and league 
championships. Over the past four months, 
Seaholm has earned seven championships 

including two state titles. 

   With a big team and two 
new coaches, Marcia Little 
and Jennifer Jeffery, the 
Birmingham varsity skating 
team enters the season with 
high hopes and hard work. 
   A lot of the girls on the team 
have already worked with the 
new coaches outside of the 
team, because they coach at 
the Birmingham Ice Arena 
as well. Most of the girls take 
lessons and practice at the 
Birmingham Ice Arena year 
round. 
   Their first competition is 
December 19th at Farming-
ton. According to senior cap-
tain Mimi Stall they expect to 
do well. 
   “I think we have improved 
as a team and the new coach 
es are really helping us,” Stall 
said. 
   The team competes in three 
regular season competitions 
each season. They are in 
District 1 this year and will 
be competing against teams 
from Novi, Farmington Hills, 
Northville, Plymouth,Canton, 
Ann Arbor and Mercy. Addi-
tional regular season com-
petitions will also be held in 
Farmington Hills on January 
19th and February 11th. 
   “We are in a new district 
this season so expectations 
are just to do our best as a 
team,” Little said. “We will 
have a better idea of what to 
expect from the other teams 
after the first event.”

Birmingham United 
Figure Skating Preview

Kayla Lang
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of Tessa Banks 
The 2014-2015 Birmingham United Figure Skating team 
enjoys team bonding at the Franklin Cider Mill. The team 
consists of an A,B, and C team. 

Photo Courtesy of AJ Pivetta
The 2015 men’s varsity Birmingham United hockey team 
poses for their team photo at the Birmingham Ice Arena. 
The team hopes to win the OAA White Divison this year. 

   The team has obtained 
nine incoming freshmen who 
con-ribute to the total num-
ber of thirty-five skaters on 
the team. The team believes 
with the help of the incoming 
freshman and the help of their 
new coaches, they will have a 
great season to come. 
   “I expect us to do well this 
year because we have so many 
people participating, which 
means we have one person 
skating in each element,” 
junior captain Maddie Tayler 
said. 
   An element is an identifiable 
component of a skating pro-
gram. Elements can be jumps, 
axels, and footwork. 
   When one person skates 
each element, it allows every-
one to skate something that 
they feel they excel at.  A large 
team also allows the skaters 
to focus and work on one skill 
that they will feel confident in 
at the competition. 
   Aside from improving as a 
team, the team also hope to 
grow close with one another. 
   “I expect that we will be-
come closer friends through-
out the season,” freshman 
Jillian Shefferly said. 
   BVS hopes that at least one 
of their teams will make it to 
states this year.The team con-
sists of an A, B and C team. 
   US figure skating has differ-
ent level of tests. The skaters 
are put on a team depending 
on the highest test level they 
have passed.  Each of the 
teams competes individually. 
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High Hopes for Hoag   

BU Breaking Tradition  

   The ending Seaholm wom-
en’s swim season brought 
on unexpected surprises for 
senior Celia Hoag. 
   Hoag proved this strength 
in her swimming mindset at 
the 2014 MHSAA division two 
girls state 
meet, 
where 
she broke 
the 20 
year old 
Jenny 
Vanker 
record in 
the 100 
breast-
stroke 
while 
placing 
first in 
the event. 
   Weeks 
before the state meet, Hoag 
committed to swim for Grand 
Valley State University in the 
following years.
   According to Karl Hodgson, 
Seaholm’s women’s swim 
team coach, Vanker had never 
lost a state meet individual 
race or relay during her high 
school career. Hoag break-
ing her record was beyond 
feasible belief.
   “I didn’t think I’d be around 
here long enough to see a 
Jenny Vanker record broken,” 
Hodgson said, “Its unbeliev-
able.”
   However, Hoag had differ-
ent views going into the race 
than what Hodgson expected. 
According to Hoag, she had 

always thought of the record 
as a goal, which she was de-
termined to achieve.
   “I’d been going for the 
record for a very long time.  It 
had always been in the back 
of my mind,” Hoag said, “To 
accomplish something like 
that takes a lot of weight off of 
your shoulders.”
   Hoag claims that the accom-

plishments in 
her swimming 
career are par-
tially a result 
of the close 
relationships 
formed with 
her teammates. 
As a captain 
of the team in 
2014, she be-
lieves that the 
leadership role 
pushed her to 
go even further 
than what she 

expected.
   “Seeing the other girls work 
hard too and being with them 
pushes me to make them 
proud and help the team.”  
Hoag said.
   While she was determined 
to help 
her 
team-
mates 
as a 
leader, 
Hoag’s 
fellow 
swim-
mers 
took 
her 
hard 
work as inspiration to im-

prove their own perfor-
mances.
   Ellie Hoag, Celia Hoag’s 
younger sister and fellow 
teammate at Seaholm, felt 
more determined during 
practices with Celia Hoag by 
her side.
   “Seeing when Celia works 
hard it makes want to work 
harder because she’s done so 
well and has been so success-

ful,” El-
lie Hoag 
said,“It 
pushes 
me.”
   Fellow 
captain 
Patty 
Costello 
also 
believes 
that 
she was 

influenced by Celia Hoag’s 

All Photos  Courtesy of Celia Hoag 
Celia Hoag swims breaststroke at the Groves-Seaholm meet this season. Hoag placed first in 
the 100 breaststroke at the state meet.

strong work ethic during 
practice.
   “I’ve been fortunate enough 
to share a lane with her [Celia 
Hoag] this past year and see 
how hard she works during 
practice,” Costello said.
   Along with placing first in 
the 100 breaststroke at the 
state meet, Celia Hoag also 
swam breaststroke in the 200 
medley relay, which placed 
first at the meet.
   Ellie Hoag helped Celia 
along the way to the victory 
by reminding her of the goals 
she had previously made. 
The words of encouragement 
helped Celia Hoag on her 
journey to states, when they 
were both in the pool and 
home.
   “I try and remind her of 
what her goals are if she has 
a bad race,” Ellie Hoag said, 
“I’m very proud.”

   This winter, sophomore 
Ellie Braun became the first 
woman in Seaholm High 
School history to make the 
traditionally male Birming-
ham Unified hockey team.                                                                                                                  
   Braun’s talent and dedi-
cation earned her a junior 
varsity spot this year.                                   
   Mak-
ing the 
Bir-
ming-
ham 
Unified 
hockey 
team 
has 
been a 
goal of 
Braun’s 
since the eighth grade. She 
tried out her freshman year 
but was cut, but this year she 
came back more determined 
than ever.
   “Last year it was really in-
timidating with the big senior 
boys, but this year I knew 
what to expect,” Braun said.
   Braun is no stranger to 
men’s hockey. Hockey runs 
in the family, and it was her 
father and two older brothers 
were who introduced her to 
the sport according to Braun.
   “She started when she was 
six in the backyard rink,” her 
father Tom Braun said.

   According to Ellie Braun the 
intensity of men’s hockey is 
what attracted Ellie Braun to 
men’s hockey.
   “I know I am fair game,” 
Ellie Braun said. “If I minded 
being checked I wouldn’t play 
with boys.”
   Braun credits her coaches 
for making her feel like she 
is a part of the team. She ac-
knowledges her coach Steven 

Kruk 
for 
not 
sin-
gling 
her 
out 
being 
the 
only 
girl 
on 

the team. 
   “The coaches are beyond 
what I would expect,” Ellie 
Braun said.
   Although Braun goes to a 
different locker room to get 
ready for the game, she still 
listens with the team to the 
pre and post game speeches.
   “She works hard and 
ultimately that is why we 
took her,” coach Steven Kruk 
said. “She is always in the 
right place at the right time. 
I would put her up against 

anybody on the team.” 

Photo Courtesy of Ellie Braun
Ellie Braun listens to her coach at a hockey game. This 
year, she became the first woman to play for the 
Birmingham United team. 
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“She is always in the right 
place at the right time. I 

would put her up against 
anybody on the team.”

- Steven Kruk

Student Athletes Nominated for 
MHSAA Scholar-Athlete Award

Sports 
Briefs

Women’s Maple Motion 
Dance 

Place: Placed ninth at Great Lakes 
Dance Championship and fourth at 
D-Town Dance Challenge
Last Competition: 12/13 D-Town 
Dance Challenge @ Stoney Creek 
High School
Next Competition: 1/4 @ Royal 
Oak High School
Key Players: Kendra Berry and 
Ariel Zalesin
Quote: “It’s going really well so far. 
We’re halfway  through our com-
petitive season, and have placed 
top ten at every competition so   
far.” senior Kendra Berry said.

Men’s Varsity Basketball
Record: 1-2
Last Game: 12/16 vs. Bloomfield 
Hills High School, L 38-41
Next Game: 12/19 vs. DeLaSalle 
High School
Key Players: Griffin Neel, Austin 
Paritee, and Austin Roth
Quote: “We have gotten off to a 
good start playing out of confer-
ence teams but there is still a lot 
of work to be done.” senior Jake 
McElroy said. 

Women’s Varsity 
Basketball

Record: 2-2
Last Game: 12/17
Next Meet: 11/5 Leagues @ Lake 
Orion
Key Players: McKenzie Harbort 
and Liz Lobaza
Quote: “It is still the beginning 
of the season, but it is clear that 
our team is made up of a group of 
motivated players ready to play 
hard all season long.” senior Liz 
Lobaza said. 

Men’s Swimming and 
Diving 

Place: Placed third at Warrior 
Relays tournament.
Last Meet: 12/13 Warrior Relays 
tournament @ Waterford Ketter-
ing
Next Meet: 1/03 Battle Creek   
Invitational @ Battle Creek 
Lakeview 
Key Players: Jack Russell, Evan 
Burke, and Enrique Hernandez
Quote: “ The season is going well. 
We have a smaller team than 
usual, but I think we are more 
experienced then in years past so 
that should help us later on in the 
season.” senior Jack Russell said. 

Each year, Seaholm students with senior status, 
a varsity letter, and over a 3.5 GPA are nominat-
ed for the MHSAA Scholar-Athlete Award. Once 
students are nominated they are elgible to apply 
for a scholarship sponsored by Farm Bureau 
Insurance. The application is based on an essay, 
extra-curriculars, short answer questions, and 
letters of reccomendation. This year 32 $1,000 
scholarships will be given out. 

Men’s JV Basketball 

Record: 2-1
Last Game: 12/16 vs. Bloomfield 
Hills High School
Next Meet: 12/19 vs. DeLaSalle 
High School   
Key Players: Liam Neel and J.P. 
Shady
Quote: “ We have a deep roster 
with a lot of big men.” junior 
Cameron McIntyre

Birmingham United Ski
Next Meet: 1/6 @ Brighton
Key Players: Tucker Pfaff, Hunter 
Osgood, and Analise Osgood
Quote: “It’s only been one week, 
but I think the season is going 
well. We’ve been doing a good job 
getting used to having so many 
people, and it’s gonna be a grand 
season.” sophomore Tatum Hamaty 
said. 

Birmingham United Ice 
Skating

Next Game: 12/19 @ Farmington 
Ice Arena
Key Players: Sophia Capito, Mimi 
Stall, and Via Vornovich.
Quote: “We have gotten off to a 
good start playing out of confer-
ence teams but there is still a lot 
of work to be done.” senior Jake 
McElroy said. 

Birmingham United 
Varsity Hockey

Record: 5-4
Last Game: 12/17 
Next Meet: 1/3 vs. Romeo
Key Players: AJ Pivetta, Jacob 
Johnson, and Brooks Beattie
Quote: “We’re all like brothers, 
and we know each other pretty 
well because we’ve played on 
the same team for so long. even 
though we are all from different 
schools.” senior Jacob Johnson 
said, 

   It’s that time of the year 
again, as Maple Nation pre-
pares for another ex-
citing year of basket-
ball action. This year 
could be even more 
exciting than usual, 
as Seaholm Basket-
ball is being ushered 
into a new era, with 
former varsity as-
sistant coach Michael 
DeGeeter assuming 
duties as head coach.
   “As a head coach, 
I am still emphasiz-
ing the same things I 
did as an assistant,” 
DeGeeter said. “I’m 
defensively oriented, 
and I like to focus on 
toughness, not only 
physically but men-
tally.”      
   According to DeGeeter, 
teamwork will be very impor-
tant in the upcoming season.
   “We play together and we 
have each other’s backs as 
soon as the basketball hits the 
floor,” DeGeeter said. “We 
play together, and we feed off 
of each other.”
   Seaholm also has key con-
tributing players returning 
from last year, who are look-
ing to take the next step to 
stardom. Senior captain and 
guard Austin Roth looks to 
build off his impressive sea-
son last year, one in which he 
averaged 8.9 points per game 
and played in all twenty-one 
of the team’s games.
    “I am excited to be the lead-
er of our team and I can’t wait 

to show everyone what we can 
accomplish,” Roth said. “My 
goal is to lead this team to a 
district title and go as far in 
the playoffs as possible.”

    Another returning player 
looking to make an impact 
this season is senior forward 
and captain Griffin Neel. Ac-
cording to Neel, the impor-
tance of the team as a whole 
will be crucial.
   “Although having an in-
creased role is important, I 
don’t think it’ll change the 
way I play or communicate,” 
Neel said. “I’ll continue to 
play my hardest and make 
sure my teammates do the 
same.”
   According to DeGeeter, 
Seaholm has a tough sched-
ule this year, with big games 
against Groves, Consortium, 
De La Salle, Bloomfield Hills, 
and Brother Rice among oth-
ers.
   “Our toughest game is go-

ing to come in the month of 
December,” DeGeeter said. 
“It could be when we play 
Consortium, who’s won Class 
C for the past three years, 

or De La Salle, 
who is a peren-
nial power in 
the Catholic 
League.”
   Seaholm got 
their season off 
to a good start 
on Monday, De-
cember 8th vs. 
Detroit Denby, 
winning by the 
score of 72 to 59. 
Austin Roth was 
dominant with a 
29 point per-
formance, and 
senior guards 

Austin Paritee 
and Justin Roth-

schild contributed 12 and 
11 points respectively. The 
Maples played their sec-
ond game of the season on 
Thursday, December 11th, 
falling just short in a valiant 
effort against a very good 
Consortium squad, by the 
score of 48 to 41. Key con-
tributors were Austin Roth 
with 21 points, and Austin 
Paritee with 14 points. 
   According to senior Guard 
Jake McElroy, team morale 
is very high and great results 
are expected.
   “After a lot of hard work 
this offseason, our guys 
have improved a lot and are 
looking good,” McElroy said. 
“We have a very energetic 
coach who is keeping us up 
and expecting success from 
us.”

Photo by Theresa Ross 
Senior members Jake McElroy, Alex Cross, Griffin Neel, 
Sam Coury, and Bassel Salka pose before their game on 
Wednesday, December 16th. The team lost to Bloomfield 
Hills, 38-41.

Photo by Theresa Ross
Shooting guard, Austin Roth shoots a free throw 
againts Bloomfield Hills High School.
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