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Physics Teacher Resigns

See SNAPCHAT / 
Pg. 4

Snapchat Scare

   According to the Seaholm 
Administration, effective No-
vember 6, Seaholm AP Phys-
ics I and II teacher Michelle 
Bagdasarian resigned, leaving 
an incomplete schedule for 
many junior and senior stu-
dents.
   “I was looking forward to 
the class, and now I don’t 
really know what my plan is,” 
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junior Dominic Bertollini 
said.
   Bertollini, like most 

students who signed up for 
either AP Physics courses, 
did not have the class first 
trimester. Now the students 
will be expected to find a new 
course, science or other-
wise, to fill the holes in their 
schedule.
   Ideally, students would be 
able to switch into the same 

course at Groves High School 
to get both the credit and the 
curriculum they were hop-
ing for. However, although 
additional classes have been 
added at Groves, there is still 
not enough room for every 
student. 
   “I’m having trouble finding 
a class to switch into that isn’t 
already full,” Bertollini said.
   The administration is 
working tirelessly to try and 
amend schedules and please 
the students, but this is no 
easy feat.
   “They've opened up more 
spots for kids to take physics 
at Groves and I've heard the 
teacher over there is really 
good,” junior Ben Williams 
said. “Also they have five or 
six other options in case that 
doesn’t work, and that’s very 
cool.”  
   Williams, unlike Bertollini, 
was one of the students who 
took AP Physics I first tri-
mester. He has Bagdasarian 
for the beginning part of the 
trimester, and then had her 
substitute replacement, Bill 
Crosby. 
   “Mrs. Bagdasarian was a 
very interesting teacher to 
have,” Williams said, “At 
about the halfway point in the 
trimester I think she started 
to be a better teacher, but my 

   President Bush’s Patriot 
Act sparked conversations 
surrounding acceptable 
levels of privacy, specifically 
in relation to technology, 
at the end of the 2014-
2015 school year. The 
country’s general 
consensus was soon 
displayed in their 
decision not to renew 
the seemingly inva-
sive precautions. 
   On September 15 of 
this fall, Snapchat, a 
popular social media 
site among students, 
released an update 
eliciting similar con-
cerns.
   Snapchat updated the 
site’s picture-taking capa-
bilities to include 
“lenses” that 
morph to the face 
a sensor picked 
up in a picture or 
video being taken. Also, there 
is now a set of “trophies” that 
a user can earn from partici-
pating in basic tasks through-
out the site. In order to do so, 
the site had to update their 
privacy policy.
  According to the Snapchat 
Privacy Policy, “Like most 

online services and mobile 
applications, we may use 
cookies and other technolo-
gies, such as web beacons, 
web storage, and unique 
device identifiers, to collect 
information about your activ-

ity, browser, and device.”
   Cookies are devices that aid 
in database structure.
   “A cookie is a little bit of 
data that your computer or 
browser stores,” sophomore 
Ben Ewing, Seaholm’s resi-
dent performance technology 
expert said. “The more cook-

ies that a website has your 
computer or browser store, 
the more info they can store 
and retrieve on you.”
   There are different types of 
cookies. Some delete when 
you close out the app and 
some, more persistent cook-
ies, lie dormant until the app 

is reopened and start up 
where they left off. That is 
how websites can remem-
ber things and allow users 
not to have to log in every 
time the app is opened. 
There is no way of know-
ing what breed of cookie 
any particular cookie is.
   The majority of cookies 
are harmless, but they are 
becoming more and more 
effective in documenting 

one’s search browser his-
tory. 
   The public’s major concern 
with the update was that 
Snapchat now allegedly had 
access to information from a 
user’s phone outside the app 
itself.
   Snapchat has also been 
known to release photos 
without user consent be-
fore. In 2013, nearly a dozen 
unopened pictures were 
given to the government by 
the site according to a state-
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   When selecting students to 
play the lead and supporting 
roles in the annual Seaholm 
Musical, talent, hard work 
and promise may be the 
factors that come to mind 
when dreaming of the perfect 
performer. However, stu-
dents involved in the musical 
believe that the talent doesn’t 
always outweigh other fac-
tors, including gender, favor-
itism and race.
   This year Seaholm will 
debut the musical Big Fish, 
which was recently released 
off of Broadway. Seaholm 
music education teacher Lau-
rie Frick is the director and 
music director for Big Fish, 
and also the music facilita-
tor for Birmingham Public 
Schools.
   Frick chooses the musical 
productions each year, and 
she believes Big Fish is a 
musical aimed to pull at the 
heartstrings while stretch-
ing the imaginations of the 
audience.
   “There’s dream sequences 
and there’s fantasy and gor-
geous music, an amazing 
story line, and wonderful 
dancing,” Frick said.
   When casting students in 
roles for the musical, Frick 
and a team of other adults 
use scoring during auditions 
in order to place students in 
certain roles.
   “We did auditions in stages, 
we auditioned kids musi-
cally and vocally for their 
singing voices, obviously for 
their characterizations and 
for their ability to get into 
character and for their dance 
auditions,” Frick said.
   According to Frick, the first 
stage in the audition process 
involves a ten-minute indi-
vidual performance on one of 
the first three days where stu-
dents simply show the judges 
what skills they have. After 
this initial audition, students 

return for a more critically 
scored judgment.
   “They get another audition,” 
Frick said. “It’s a full three 
hour audition and we have 
the kids audition in teams.”
   In years past, the judges 
have hosted callbacks, where 
students would have one 
final chance to prove to them 
what roles they could hold. 
However, Big Fish didn’t give 
students this one final chance 
to audition.
   “In the past I’ve had call-
backs on a Friday,” Frick said. 
“With this show, because of 
the scoring, we really didn’t 
need the callbacks. There was 
no real reason for it, we had 
completed the process.”
   According to Frick, in case 
of a tie in the casting process, 
the students were double 
casted into roles instead of 
being called in for callbacks.
   Big Fish originally has four 
female and six male roles. 
However, Frick split three of 
the four female roles and one 
of the six male roles in order 
to increase the amount of 
leads. 
   Although Frick split the 
female roles in order for there 
to be more leads, senior and 
member of the musical cast 
Abby Parsons believes that 
gender equality in the musical 
isn’t entirely present. 
   “Seaholm's musical de-
partment could also greatly 
benefit from simply choosing 
shows that have more female 
roles,” Parsons said. “There 
is a huge group of talented 
girls that want preform in the 
show, but the department 
keeps picking shows with a 
large amount of male roles 
and fewer female roles, even 
though the majority of the 
cast is female.”
   From the musical Funny 
Girl in 2006 to Big Fish in 
2016, ten out of the twelve 
Seaholm musicals have been 
male dominated in the area 
of lead roles. In 2015 there 
was an equal amount of 

genders in lead roles in the 
musical Mary Poppins, and 
Cinderella in 2010 was the 
only musical that had more 
lead females casted than 
males, totaling four males 
and five females.
   Frick believes the casting 
is fair due to the extension 
of the roles outside of the 
leads. Students not casted in 
the lead roles were casted in 
a supporting role or in the 
technical crew.
   “What’s really cool about 
the show is there’s so many 
supporting roles. There’s got 
to be 25 or 30 roles,” Frick 
said. “All the roles are impor-

tant, it’s not just the leads.”
   Parsons also doesn’t believe 
that the roles are limited 
based only on gender. She 
relates a portion of the cast-
ing based upon what students 
take choir at Seaholm.
   “I think it's (casting) fair 
to an extent,” Parsons said. 
“Talented people normally 
will get some form a role 
major or minor. However, 
I think if you aren't in choir 
your chances of getting a lead 
are drastically decreased, 
which isn't fair because not 
everyone has room for choir 
in their schedule.”
   Parsons is not alone in this 

belief. Senior Meg O’Mara, 
who is involved in the musi-
cal, believes that the casting 
in the musical is not entirely 
fair to students due to the op-
portunities the choir is given. 
   “Usually, before auditions 
for musical start, students 
will ask to review audition 
music in class,” O’Mara said. 
“It’s great if you need the 
extra help, but it’s definitely 
a drag for choir students who 
aren’t interested in being 
involved in the musical.”
   Frick has been the choral 
director for Seaholm for the 
past six and a half years. She 
claims that all of the work 

done on the musical occurs 
outside of school time. 
   Parsons also believes that 
the favoritism of students in 
choir leads to casting inequal-
ities.
   “I think there is a lot of 
favoritism that goes on in 
musical department,” Par-
sons said. “[There are] a lot 
of talented seniors who didn't 
get parts this year because 
there where sophomores and 
juniors who where more well 
liked than the seniors.” 

Graphic by Julia Wright
The social media app Snapchat recently 

updated, allowing user infomation to 
possibly be released.

Graphic by Julia Wright
Former physics teacher Michelle Bagdasarian resigned 

from her position after two months of instruction. 
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Playing 
Through the 
Pain Follow 

Up
   Controversy sparked 
among students and staff at 
Seaholm after the release of 
the October 2015 edition of 
the Highlander. Due to the 
article “Playing Through the 
Pain,” students and faculty 
buzzed over the actual names 
of anonymous sources in the 
article. 
   The anonymous student’s 
names will not be released to 
the public. The student given 
the alias name of Joe Smith 
declined to do a follow up in-
terview with the Highlander. 
   However, the Seaholm 
athletic department allowed 
follow up interviews to be 
conducted. 
   Medical First Responder 
and Seaholm Athletic Trainer 
Bill Watson was with Smith 
on the day his concussion oc-
curred. He claims that Smith 
came to him about halfway 
through practice and believed 
something was wrong.
   “I did not see the injury, but 
the young man came to me on 
the bench and said that some-
thing was wrong and he didn’t 
feel good,” Watson said.
   After Watson did a brief 
evaluation on Smith, he said 
that it was obvious that he 
had the signs and symptoms 
of a serious concussion.                                                                                                                                      
   Watson called Smith’s 
mother and told her that she 
needed to pick him up from 
Seaholm as soon as possible. 
He also noted that Smith 
should go to Beaumot either 
immediately after practice or 
later that night.
   Smith was driven in a golf 
cart to his mother’s car, and 
then later driven to the hos-
pital to be evaluated. Watson 
claims that he kept in touch 
with Smith’s mother through 
text over the course of the 
next few days to make sure 
Smith wasn’t too seriously 
injured. 
   Before the article was 
released, Seaholm’s Athletic 
Director Aaron Frank sent 
emails out to the coaches at 
Seaholm noting that the ar-
ticle may concern a player on 
their team. 
   “I personally did some 
further investigating,” Frank 
said. “I talked to all of our 
coaches before, and then I 
talked to several coaches af-
ter. The majority of them then 
followed up with me.”
   Frank admitted that he be-
lieves there are some student 
athletes who may deny telling 
the school or their coaches 
about their injuries as well, 
like in the case of the anony-
mous student given the alias 
name Bill Jackson.
   “I’m confident that there are 
times when we have students 

who, because of their passion 
for playing, competitive na-
ture, and because of what lies 
ahead in the next few days on 
the schedule, they don’t want 
to share with the coach or the 
school something that might 
be going on,” Frank said.
   Jim DeWald is the head 
coach of the entire Seaholm 
football program. At one point 
he was the coach for both 
Smith and Jackson. 
   DeWald said that before 
the beginning of the Seaholm 
football season, information 
and literature isn’t distributed 
to the players concerning con-
cussion protocol. However, it 
is regulated by the Michigan 
High School Athletic Associa-
tion that students and parents 
are given the necessary mate-
rials to be informed about the 
concussion and head injury 
protocol pertaining to all 
sports. 
   The knowledge of whether 
or not their health is being 
valued or taken care of is im-
portant for student athletes to 
be aware of before they begin 
playing during their season.       
Students may be choosing to 
play through an injury, which 
can be extremely harmful to 
their physical and possibly 
mental health. 
   Joanne Gerstner is a sports 
writer with the New York 
Times and also a sports 
journalism resident at Michi-
gan State University. She 
believes that the way student 
athletes are treated or treat 
themselves when it comes to 
serious injuries can show the 
values held by the community 
or school.
   “We preach toughness, we 
preach discipline, we preach 
beating the odds,” Gerstner 
said. “The whole warrior 
mentality leads to different 
consequences.”
   Frank is confident that the 
coaches at Seaholm put their 
student athletes in only posi-
tions that they will be safe 
in. He believes the warrior 
mentality isn’t prevalent in 
the minds of the coaches. 
   “I can’t sit here and tell you 
that none of our coaches have 
made a mistake, but I can 
tell you that we have a lot of 
phenomenal coaches who take 
care of our students and never 
put them in harms way,” 
Frank said.
   However, Frank doesn’t 
believe that the coaches are 
always entirely right. Both 
Watson and Frank agreed that 
mistakes are possible, espe-
cially when injuries are not 
easily visible to the eye. 
   “It’s a very hard judgment 
call to make and I think our 
coaches do a good job of err-
ing on the side of caution,” 
Frank said, “but it doesn’t 
mean they’re going to be per-
fect every time.”
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Palcohol Debated

Paris Terrorist Attacks

   The Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax and 
Trade Bureau of the 
U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment has recently approved 
Palcohol, otherwise known as 
powdered alcohol. Although 
Palcohol has been approved 
federally, it is left up to the 
State’s government to deter-
mine whether or not it can be 
sold. Many states are already 
taking the action to ban the 
new item. 
   According to the Michigan 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, when com-
bined with water, the sugar 
encapsulating the alcohol dis-
solves, releasing the alcohol 
into the liquid and creating 
an alcoholic beverage.
   There are four different 
single serve packets that will 
create four drinks: margarita, 
cosmopolitan, vodka, and 
rum. 
   Senator Rick Jones was the 
one to introduce the bill of the 
ban of powdered alcohol to 
Michigan’s State Legislature. 
Senate Bill 240 also called for 
a ban of all production of Pal-
cohol in Michigan. Governor 
Rick Snyder approved the bill 
on November 3.   
   The bill is to go into affect 
as of January 16 of the new 
year. 
   Michigan isn’t the only state 
to have banned the use of 
powdered alcohol before it 

hit 
the 
shelves. 
According 
to the National 
Conference of State 
Legislatures, 27 states 
have banned Palcohol as 
of November 27. 
   “I guess it is a convenience,” 
Detective Kate Long of the 
Birmingham Police Force 
said. “One of my concerns is 
how do you regulate some-
thing like that?” 
   Palcohol’s website adver-
tises exactly this: conve-
nience. When you first enter 
the website, in bold letters it 
reads “Safer than liquid alco-
hol.”  Following this slogan 
is a list of reasons why states 
shouldn’t ban Palcohol and 
how it violates freedom of 
choice.
   “I don’t see any benefit of it 
besides someone coming put 
tithe a trendy new product 
to put money in their own 
pocket,” Long said. “Our big-
gest concern as law enforce-
ment would be of kids abus-
ing alcohol, and it seems this 
would make it easier for them 
to do so.” 
   When any new drug or drink 
comes along, the public may 
be drawn to purchase and try 
it due to the curiosity. 

   “If it were legal and 
I was 21, I would 

probably try 
it,” senior Ri-
ley Board said. 
“Although I 
think that it is an 
unnecessary ad-
dition to society 
because it has 
too many risks 

and there is a lot 
of uncertainty as to 

what is in it.”
   However, students 
of Michigan and of 26 

other states may 
never be able 
to try 

powdered 

alco-
hol. 
   The risk 
factors as-
sociated 
with 
Palcohol 
don’t 

only include the possible 
abuse of the product, which 
can have negative health 
repercussions. Some students 
are also concerned about the 
possibility for tampering with 
the product.
   “I think it’s a good idea for 
Michigan to already ban it 
from the shelves because it 
could be dangerous and cause 
a lot of accidents,” senior 
Lauren Moore said. “It could 
be dangerous because the 
powder makes it easier for 
someone to put an unknown 
substance in the drink with-
out you knowing.”
   As Palcohol stays under 
scrutiny from students and 
senators alike, the substance 
will continue to be produced 
in a select few states, ex-

cluding Michigan.
Graphic 
by Julia 
Wright
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   On November 13, 2015 at 
9:45pm shots rang out at 
a Paris concert venue. The 
attack, staged by ISIS, left at 
least 129 dead and over 200 
injured, 80 of them seriously, 
according to Time Magazine. 
   The mastermind behind 
the attacks was Abdelhamid 
Abaaoud. During a raid in 
northern Paris on Wednesday 
November 18, which was an 
attempt to find Abaaoud, a 
woman was killed when she 
detonated a suicide bomb, 
according to CNBC. Abaaoud 
was killed in the raid. 
   The attack is the result of Is-
lamic extremism and its effect 
on people all over the globe, 
including Western societies. 
   When word of the attack 
spread, Facebook came out 
with a feature that allowed 
people in 
   Paris to “mark themselves 
safe” in order to let all of 
their family and friends know 
that they either survived the 
attacks or were not at all in-
volved. This feature especially 
impressed Seaholm French 
teacher Karen Marx. 
   Marx’s husband has fam-
ily in France just outside of 
Paris. She also has several 
friends who live in the city. 
Fortunately, none of them 
were killed or injured in the 

attack. 
   “I thought it was reassuring 
that Facebook had the feature 
for people in Paris to say they 
were safe,” Marx said. “It was 
nice to know that the 
people I care 
about were 
safe.”
   Marx is 
confi-
dent 
that 

France 
will 
rise 
from the 
ashes, but 
she does 
think that the 

healing will take time. 
   “Everyone reacts differently 
when tragedy hits them,” 
Marx said. “And it is truly a 
tragedy what happened.”
   Marx has been mainly keep-
ing up with her French friends 
over Facebook, and said that 

the frustration and sadness of 
the French people is over-
whelming. 
   “They came [to France] 
not just because France was 

supporting the fight 
against ISIS 

but because 
they hate 

us, our 
val-

ues, 
and 
our 

way 
of 

life,” 
Marx 

said. 
   The Pope 

called the at-

tacks a “piecemeal third world 
war” with “no religious or 
human justification to it,” and 
the French President declared 
it “an act of war.”
   In all, six sites were attacked 
by three different groups of 
terrorists all acting in unison, 

according to CNN. Seven of 
the terrorists were killed. The 
timeline to follow is also ac-
cording to CNN. 
   The first of the attacks oc-
curred at 9:20pm local time 
at Stade de France, where 
France was playing Germany 
in a soccer match. The French 
President was in attendance, 
but he was safely evacuated. 
The bombs were set off by 
suicide bombers. 
   At 9:25pm, other terrorists 
drove up to a French res-
taurant and open fired into 
the crowd with assault rifles, 
killing 15 people and seriously 
wounding 10 more. 
   At 9:30, Stade de France 
is attacked again. Then, at 
9:32, five people were killed 
and eight wounded at a bar in 
another part of the city. 
   Between 9:36 and 9:40, two 
more restaurants were hit. 
Then, at 9:40, The Bataclan 
concert venue is hit, causing 
the most damage of any of the 
spots with 89 dead. 
   The attacks in Paris have 
put the entire world on high 
alert for the next attack. 
   “France is acting in a 
manner that is surprising to 
some,” Marx said. “They are 
not backing down from ac-
cepting Syrian refugees into 
the country.”
   As France moves towards a 
recovery, the rest of the world 
and the Seaholm community 

Photo Courtesy of Jean Jullien
This design by a French graphic designer has become 
the symbol of support for Paris and peace in the city. 

    According to Frick, the 
judges during the audition 
process have a strict set of 
scoring that narrowed the 
original 65 students into the 
lead roles available. She said 
they first look at the student’s 
talent and abilities to play the 
roles available, and then the 
student’s physical appearance 
comes into play.
   “You look towards first their 
singing and acting ability,” 
Frick said, “and then once you 
narrow a field of people, then 
you go towards the way they 
look.”
   In the 2015, the Seaholm 
musical was Tarzan. Students 
were cast into the roles of 
people and animals in the 
Disney film, and Tarzan is 
portrayed as a muscular, tall 
male.
   “I would probably not have 
cast a five foot two boy to 
be Tarzan because Tarzan 
needed to look like a Tarzan,” 
Frick said. “When you only 

have one or two people who 
look like a Tarzan who audi-
tion, you’re probably going to 
go towards those people that 
auditioned.”
   However, Frick does believe 
in certain roles the students 
can be changed to fill the need 
of the role without necessar-
ily exactly fitting the physical 
description. 
   “You can change the way 
people look,” Frick said.
   Senior Jiiya Stubbs, who 
is involved in the musical, 
believes there isn’t an equal 
opportunity for students of 
different ethnicities to be 
involved in the musical.
   “Most shows won’t specify 
the ethnicity of a character, 
but I feel that if traditionally 
there is diversity within a 
show directors should aim to 
model that,” Stubbs said.
   No matter what ethnicity 
the character is written to 
have, Stubbs believes that the 
ethnicity should be ignored 
and students should gain a 

role-based solely on talent. 
   “Several members of the 
show have expressed their 
concerns to me, and just 
on a personal level as an 
actor, I don’t think any roles 
should be handed to anyone 
based on skin color, but 
there should definitely be 
equal opportunity for those 
roles,” Stubbs said.
   In 2010, the Seaholm mu-
sical was Cinderella. Shea 
Renne, a senior at the time, 
was cast as Cinderella. 
   Renne is currently work-
ing in the Broadway musi-
cal Allegiance. Renne is not 
white, so she didn’t fit the 
stereotypical view of Cinder-
ella being a white female. 
However, she didn’t believe 
that her race would lessen 
her chances of receiving a 
lead role.
   “I wasn’t worried,” Renne 
said. “I trusted that chal-
lenge and hard work could 
get me through.”
   Renne said she doesn’t 
believe that Seaholm would 
ever discriminate against 
an actor based on their skin 
color. 
   Stubbs, O’Mara and Par-

sons all 
believe 
there 
can be 
changes 
made 
to the 
musical 
in order 
to cast 
out the 
casting 
contro-
versy 
that 
students 
think ex-
ist. 
   “The 
root of 
the issue 
with this 
years, 
show and 
previous 
shows 
done at 
Seaholm 
is that on 
a large 
scale 
people 
are feel-
ing that 
equal op-

portunity is never presented,” 
Stubbs said.
   Parsons stated that the choir 
class should be completely 
separated from the musical, 
even though Frick already 
believes that the work goes on 
outside of school only.
   “It needs to start being more 
about talent and dedication 
then it does who’s most liked 
by the director,” Parsons 
said. “Musical is supposed 
to display Seaholm’s most 
theatrically talented students 
not who’s in choir or is really 
well loved.”
   Big Fish will show at 
Seaholm beginning on Febru-
ary 26, 2016. Frick believes 
the production and perfor-
mance by the cast and crew 
will display the work ethic 
each student casted for the 
roles put in. 
   While the students work 
together to create the musi-
cal, Parsons aims to change 
the way students feel during 
the production and casting 
process. 
   “The musical can undoubt-
edly grow to be a better 
environment for all involved,” 
Parsons said.

Photo by Charlotte Hoppen
The promotional poster for Seaholm’s Production of 

Big Fish, which opens on February 26 and runs until 
March 5. 
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   The City of Birmingham 
held its annual Winter Markt 
the weekend of December 4 
to 6. This event is based on 
the German holiday market, 
called the Christkindlmarket.
   The event was host to live 
entertainment, refreshments, 
a wide variety of vendors, a 
Santa House for children, and 
horse-drawn carriage rides.
   According to the Birming-
ham Principal Shopping 
District, which puts on the an-
nual event, the Winter Markt 
is very family-oriented.
   “There’s something for ev-
eryone,” a representative from 
the Birmingham Principal 
Shopping District said.
   Among those perform-
ing at the Winter Markt was 
Seaholm’s The Voices choir.      
The group sang many holiday 
songs such as Deck the Halls, 
Carol of the Bells, and O Tan-
nenbaum, along with a few 
student solos.
   “It’s a great place to per-
form. It’s just fun to have an 
informal audience,” Seaholm 
choir teacher Laurie Frick 
said.

   The Voices choir has been 
providing live entertainment 
to the residents of Birming-

ham at the Winter Markt for 
the past five years.
   A number of students also 
attended this community 
event.

   “My favorite part of the 
Markt had to be all of the 
Christmas lights and tents. 

I love how fes-
tive Birmingham 
looked,” sophomore 
Elizabeth Knight 
said.
   The Winter Markt 
originated six years 
ago. The idea was 
proposed by a 
few Birmingham 
residents from 
Germany.
   “They loved 
Birmingham but 
the one thing they 
really missed about 
Germany was the 
holiday market,” a 
representative from 
the Birmingham 
Principal Shopping 
District said.
   These residents 
proposed the idea 
of having a holiday 
market in Birming-
ham based on the 
one that they had 
in their hometown 
in Germany, and it 
caught on.

   “Over the years it’s become a 
very much loved event in Bir-
mingham,” a representative 
from the Birmingham Princi-
pal Shopping District said.

Rachel Herster 
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Flex Gives Back
Adam Klepp
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

   To some, the Second Mile 
Center of Detroit is a place 
that helps those in need, but 
for many teens, it is a second 
home. For this year’s “day of 
service”, the Flex program 
took their talents down to 
18391 Morang 
Street to lend 
a hand to 
those in need. 
   The Second 
Mile Cen-
ter is a safe 
place Detroit 
teens and 
kids can go 
after school 
for tutoring, 
hanging out, 
or do arts and 
crafts. 
   Flex sopho-
more Rachel 
Hatton really 
enjoyed her day of service, 
and said she gained a lot of 
perspective.
   “They were really nice peo-
ple, and needed help,” Hatton 
said. “I realized how grateful 
I am to have a safe home to 
go to after school every day 
and a stable family life.”
   Flex and economics teacher 

Peter Smith said the choice of 
the Second Mile Center was 
an easy one.
   “They needed help, and we 
could provide that to them,” 
Smith said.
   According to Smith, the 
center struggles with be-
ing under-funded and shor 
staffed, so the help of the Flex 

students was appreciated.
   Since there is so little staff, 
simple things tend to be 
overlooked, or put on the back 
burner, like cleaning.
   “We went during the day, 
so we didn’t get to meet any 
of the kids, but the staff there 
had us clean the whole time,” 
junior Flex student Faren 
Bartholomew said. “It was 

also really cold. They operate 
solely on donations, so they 
don’t have enough money to 
provide heat in the winter, or 
air conditioning in the sum-
mer.”
   One of the Flex program’s 
main agendas is putting 
knowledge into action, and 
Flex views community out-

reach days like this one 
as a great opportunity for 
students to practice this.
   “We constantly stress 
community building and 
compassion,” Smith said.
   Senior Maclane Paddock 
agrees with Smith.
   “We study different top-
ics, and how to be better 
people,” Paddock says. 
“What have you learned? 
How do you apply it? We 
really focus on character 
development.”
   Another focus of the Flex 
program is that service 
shouldn’t be done to get 

hours, or to put it on college 
applications.
   “Service should come from 
the heart,” Paddock said.
   To add to their day of ser-
vice, the Flex program has 
been running a clothing drive 
as well.
   “It was an awesome experi-
ence and I can’t wait to do it 
again next year,” Smith said.

Photo Courtesy of Peter Smith
Flex students after volunteering at Second Mile 
Center.

Seaholm Superstitions
Kathleen Redebaugh
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Mikel Silverman
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Seaholm High School is 
known for many supersti-
tions. If you attend Seaholm, 
it’s likely you do not use the 
middle door when entering or 
exiting the building from the 
pool entrance. 
   The real question is, why? 
What is wrong with the 
middle door? Why don’t we 
use it? 
   Teachers and students alike 
avoid the middle door, and 
teachers who have worked at 
   Seaholm even know when 
the superstition originated.
   “The rumors of the middle 
door started with the new 
Atrium,” teacher Peter Sha-
heen said.
   The reasoning behind the 
bad luck frenzy varies de-
pending upon what students 
hear from years past.
   “I don’t want to have bad 
luck,” senior Devin Smock 
said. “I heard everyone that 
goes through the middle door 
out to lunch ends up with only 
three fingers.”

   Different stories 
have floated around 
the school for years 
about the middle 
door. Some of the 
superstitions and 
reasoning may be 
sound in some eyes, 
but silly in others.
   “It gives you 
eternal bad luck and 
failure at Seaholm 
High school,” senior 
Emmett Kowalski 
said. “I’ve not once 
gone through the 
middle door.”
   Senior Teddy 
O’Keefe claims that 
he is not supersti-
tious, but he still 
does not use the 
middle door.  
   “I hear its back 
luck,” O’Keefe said. 
   The possible myths 
surrounding the 
middle door scare 
the students more 
than the middle door 
itself. 
   “That’s some voo-
doo,” senior Madison Hajjar 
said. “Do you know what they 
say about the middle door? I 
heard some girl went through 

it and then as she walked 
down the street and got hit 
by a car. I also heard if you go 
through the middle door more 
than twice you die automati-

cally, like right as you walk 
through it.”
   Bob Carleton, social studies 
teacher and Seaholm alum, 
also avoids going through the 

middle door if he can help it. 
   “Absolutely not, it’s not my 
best choice,” Carleton said. 
“As I look at the five doors 
there, I would usually work 

right to left. If one of the two 
on the right are available I’d 
usually go with that. But I 
don’t believe in superstition, 
bad luck, predetermination, 
or any of that.” 
   Unable to get to the bottom 
of finding out if the middle 
door drama was real, after 
Carleton’s interview, he de-
manded to walk through the 
middle door. 
   “I’m doing it right now,” he 
said. After all of the antici-
pation, Carleton conquered 
walking through the middle 
door. Feeling ecstatic of his 
accomplishment, he told ev-
eryone he saw on his way back 
from the middle door that he 
indeed just walked through it. 
Later, he changed his twit-
ter picture to him walking 
through it.
   Several days after Carleton 
walked through the middle 
door, he got in a car accident 
totaling more than six hun-
dred dollars in damage. 
   As the middle door myth 
is altered throughout time, 
students and faculty continue 
to take the safer route on their 
way out of Seaholm.

Photo by Mikel Silverman
Social studies teacher Bob Carelton going through the middle door for the first time. A few days later, 
he got into a car accident. 

March for the Earth
Paige Bartosik
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   The crusade for climate 
change is bigger then ever 
today. It’s the movement all 
students are a part of, yet ev-
eryone is effected differently. 
   On the weekend of Novem-
ber 28, people all across the 
world came together for “two 
weeks of action calling 
for climate justice and 
an end to carbon pollu-
tion,” 350.org, the event 
organizer said. 
   During this time, the 
Global Climate March 
attempted taking action 
in the streets of Milan 
and areas of Michigan.
   Other events include this 
past falls, West Michigan’s 
Peoples’ Climate March, 
which was successful and 
led to inspire the recent 
Global Climate March. As 
this message was heard, yet 
another march took place on 
December 12 in Ann Arbor 
as it roared down the streets 
for the change of this growing 
issue.
   The Global Climate March 
itself was worldwide, with 
thousands of locations rang-
ing from areas all across 
Europe, Africa, south and east 
Asia and the Americas. An-
nounced shortly before, Paris 
will no longer be a part of the 
event, yet still has the power 
to strike a global climate 

agreement with hundreds 
of other world governments 
joining there together.
   This goal is not just for envi-
ronmentalists or activists, but 
for students and staff alike. 
The Global 
   Climate March created 
events where hundreds of 
activists joined to help spread 
awareness of the change in 

climate Earth is undertaking.
   Controversy surrounding 
the spread of climate change 
revolves around the conversa-
tion. As the discussion contin-
ues to grow, the controversy 
lives on.
   NASA claimed, “Ninety-
seven percent of climate 
scientists agree that climate-
warming trends over the past 
century are very likely due to 
human activities, and most of 
the leading scientific organi-
zations worldwide have issued 
public statements endorsing 
this position.” 
   Many people whom joined 
the Global Climate March 
believe they are the cause 
of climate change, and they 
believe there is still time to 
make a difference. 
   The petition run by 350.org 

and signed by citizens around 
the globe for the governments 
in Paris included, “We need a 
climate deal that’s in line with 
the imperatives of science and 
justice. Keep 80% of fossil fu-
els in the ground and finance 
a just transition to 100% 
renewable energy by 2050.”  
   Some reports also include 
how climate change can affect 

the lives of not only animals 
around the globe, but also 
people.
   “It was just reported that 
climate change could push 
one hundred million people 
into extreme poverty by 
2030 by disrupting agricul-
ture and fueling the spread 

of disease,” National Geo-
graphic said.
   According to 350.org, citi-
zens need to, “keep fossil fuels 
in the ground and finance a 
just transition to 100% renew-
able energy by 2050.”
   Twenty five hundred events 
occurred in over a hundred 
and seventy five countries 
with almost a million people 
apart of it all. The movement 
had spread much to the liking 
of 350.org
   As the Global Climate March 
protesters took the streets for 
our future, some find inspira-
tion in anything from eating 
less meat to taking shorter 
showers, there are endless 
ways to be more green and 
lower ones carbon footprint.
   As they say, to change every-
thing, it takes everyone.

This goal is not just for 
environmentalists or 

activists, but for students 
and staff alike. 

Physics
Cont. from page 1

Photo by Rachel Herster and Lauren Wilson
Horses at the Winter Markt. The market 
includes free carriage rides from the horses. 

classmates seemed to think 
differently,” Williams said.
   However, no matter what 
kind of teacher Bagdasarian 
was, there was no disputing 
the fact that the class was 
not progressing as quickly 
as it needed to. Crosby was 
asked to come in and teach 
the last few 
weeks of the 
trimester.
   “Mr. 
Crosby is 
definitely 
experienced 
with physics 
and that’s 
helped a lot, 
but it’s easy 
to tell we’re 
behind,” 
Williams 
said. “We’ve 
had to rush 
learning a 
few different concepts and 
that’s been tough.”
   The students seem to love 
Crosby, but he has prior en-
gagements, according to an 
email sent to students from 
the Administration, and can-
not teach for the remainder 
of the year.
   “It would be nice to be 
able to have him 3rd tri but 
sometimes things don’t work 
out,” Williams said.
   Williams isn’t the only stu-
dent who is less than happy 
with the current predica-
ment. Junior Paige Hartwig, 
another student in the AP 

Physics I A class, also express-
es irritation.
   “It’s frustrating,” Hartwig 
said. “The first teacher was 
put in an awkward posi-
tion only being hired a week 
before school started. It was 
really nice of a retired teacher 
to come in and fill in, but I 

just feel like we should’ve had 
more of a game plan for Phys-
ics B.”
   She concurs with Williams 
about the multiple options 
being offered to students by 
counselors and the adminis-
tration. While they do com-
mend the work the admin-
istration has put in to fix the 
situation, some students feel 
that the situation could’ve 
been avoided.
   “I’m a little disappointed 
with everything going on, 
but not with Bagdasarian or 
Crosby,” Williams said. “This 
really falls on the adminis-

tration and the hiring of 
Mrs. Bagdasarian in the 
first place. I can say that I 
am happy with how they’ve 
been resolving things 
though and I appreciate all 
the effort they’ve put in.”
   However, some students 
have decided to look at the 

situation in a posi-
tive light. Senior 
Anna Barr feels 
that the dilemma 
may actually be a 
blessing in dis-
guise.
   “I’m a little disap-
pointed because it 
is an AP class that 
I enjoy,” Barr said. 
“However, it will 
most likely end up 
lightening up my 
difficult schedule 
and I can’t com-
plain too much 

about that.” 
   At the end of the day, 
although the situation is 
less than ideal, students, 
administrators, teachers, 
and counselors have found 
a way to work together to fix 
a problem that, ultimately, 
affects a whole school.
   “It’s disappointing that we 
got into this predicament in 
the first place,” Barr said, 
“but given that we don’t 
have a teacher, I think the 
school is handling it the best 
they can.”

While they do commend the 
work the administration had 

put in to fix the situation, 
some students feel that the 
situation could have been 

avoided. 



News Friday, DECEMBER 18, 2015 
The Highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com4

Toys for Tots a Success
John Dolan 
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

   The Troy Community 
Center was the place to be for 
Seaholm upperclassmen on 
Saturday, December 5, with 
the annual Toys for Tots char-
ity event taking place. Hosted 
by Riley Board and with live 
music from DJ Catalpa and 
King Spookey, Seaholm stu-
dents enjoyed a night of fun, 
dancing, and charity.
   “Toys for Tots is a great op-
portunity for Seaholm stu-
dents to get involved in some-
thing charitable,” host Riley 
Board said. “It’s a great cause 
that helps so many children 
and families every year.”
   Seaholm students donated 
over $1,600 and and 100 toys 
to families and children in 
need for the holiday season. 
Board was selected by last 
year’s host to host this year’s 
event.
   “The event gets passed down 

each year to a senior girl,” 
Board said. “It was passed on 
to me by Cece Hermes, and 
Grace Murray will host it next 
year.”
   Board was very happy with 
how the event went, and 
hopes for it to continue for 
many years to come.
   “What was received defi-
nitely exceeded my expecta-
tions and I am so happy for 
all of the children we helped,” 
Board said. “I hope Toys for 
Tots will continue for years 
after I’m gone from Seaholm.”
   Providing the music for the 
event was junior Nolan Baltz, 
also known by his stage name, 
DJ Catalpa. Baltz has become 
a staple for Seaholm events, 
being the DJ at football 
tailgates, the Sadie Hawkins 
dance and Homecoming in 
the past.
   “Toys for Tots was a great 
night,” junior Henry Mendel 
said. “Catalpa’s music was 
great and everyone was hav-

ing a great time. I danced the 
night away.”

   

Baltz’s success as a DJ doesn’t 

come without preparation. 
His main goal is playing mu-

sic that he knows the students 

will like.
   “I go into an event with the 

mentality of putting on 
a good show for every-
one,” Baltz said. “This 
usually means playing 
songs that I may not 
always like, but the 
people attending do. 
I always spend a good 
amount of time work-
ing on the music selec-
tion for each event.”
   Baltz knows what 
songs Seaholm students 
want to hear, taking 
suggestions on what to 
play from students and 
always playing songs 
that seem to get every-
one excited.
   “A track like Every 
Time We Touch by 
Cascada is a song I try 

to play at almost every 
Seaholm event,” Baltz 
said. “Even though the 
song is not a personal fa-

vorite of mine, it’s very popular 

among students.”
Baltz was very happy to 
provide the music for Toys 
for Tots, and he hopes he can 
continue to do so in coming 
years.
   “It was an honor to be a part 
of a cause that helps so many 
people in need,” Baltz said. 
“This was our second year 
doing the music for Toys for 
Tots and I hope to continue 
our participation for many 
years to come.”
   The response to Toys for 
Tots was overwhelmingly 
positive from students who 
attended, providing a night of 
fun and a great opportunity to 
give back to those less fortu-
nate.
   “Toys for Tots was a lot of 
fun,” junior Michael Aquino 
said. “Not only was all the 
dancing fun, but it was great 
to see so many donations 
by everyone so kids in need 
could have presents for the 
holidays. Go kids!”

Heidelburg Field Trip
Meghan Taylor 
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   A field trip sponsored by art 
teacher Elizabeth Moyer led 
students to the Heidelberg 
Project in downtown Detroit 
for a second year.  
   On November 4, she was 
accompanied by fellow art 
teacher Kellie Vaghts and 
students from art and photog-
raphy classes, as well as some 
Flex students and one of their 
teachers, Robin Moten. 
   “The first time I went, I was 
very overwhelmed by it, try-
ing to digest everything that I 
saw,” Vaghts said. “Seeing it 
now as a teacher and under-
standing the concept that was 
behind it, I thought that there 
was definitely beauty found 
in it.”
   Moten also enjoyed the field 
trip. 
   “I thought it was great,” Mo-
ten said. “I’m so happy I got 
the chance to go and a few of 
my Flex students were there, 
it was just incredible.”
   When arriving, the first 

thing many people noticed 
were all the clocks, which 
were one of the most abun-
dant pieces at the Heidelberg 
Project. 
   “I think the meaning of the 
clocks was that time is getting 
away from us and that we 
need to slow down and pay 
attention to the beauty that’s 
around us,” Vaghts said. 
   During the trip, in addition 
to the visit to the Heidelberg 
Project, there were various 
stops throughout 
   Detroit to capture the graf-
fiti and murals.
   “It takes skill,” junior Syd-
ney Perry said. “People think 
of it as vandalism but I think 
graffiti, [has more artistic 
value] than some art found in 
the DIA.”
   Other students also had 
similar opinions. 
   “I just think of it as art,” 
senior Maddie Bautz said. 
   Freshman Chloe Mihal-
cheon believes that Detroits 
rise can be seen through the 
Heidelberg Project.
   “It makes the city alive and 
makes all the dull buildings 

beautiful and a form of art,” 
Mihalcheon said.
   The teacher chaperones also 
connected the value of street 
art and graffiti on Detroit’s 
culture. 
   “I think that it’s having a 
positive influence because 
a lot of run down areas that 
artists have taken into consid-
eration and outing their work 
up,” Moyer said, “but because 
they’re run down, people 
are getting upset that their 
putting up their paintings on 
walls and different parts of 
the building. Then it draws 
people into the neighborhood 
to see these things. So while 
they are in the neighborhood, 
they are contributing to the 
economy within the city.” 
   Graffiti can be considered 
a form of art in the eyes of 
different viewers, and Moten 
believes that the graffiti can 
be a new way to make the city 
of Detroit more beautiful.
   “For Detroit specifically, I 
think that I can be positive,” 
Moten said. “I know that 
it’s controversial in a lot of 

ways, but I do feel like there’s 
a place [for the graffiti]. I just 
don’t know how we can make 
it so the new gentrified Detroit 
embraces the graffiti.”
   The advances of the Heidel-
burg Project have been moving 
at a rapid pace, and students 
and teachers look forward to 
the progress in the future.
   “I believe if they are moni-
tored correctly, I think that 
it will actually drive the art 
movement in Detroit so it’ll be 
a positive,” Vaghts said.
   The Heidelburg Project 
continues amaze people all 
over the Metro Detroit area. 
The artists aim to express the 
creativity through the outside 
the box thinking.
   “It depends on the artist 
because it’s like any form of 
art like sculptures, paintings, 
drawings, anything like that,” 
junior Leen Sharba said. “It’s 
really nice that some common 
people can portray their art 
skills or any feeling or emo-
tions too with this form of art. 
And I think that it can be a re-
ally good thing that can be very 
positive.”

Snapchat Cont. from page 1

Photo By Summer Benton
Seniors Emmett Kowalski and Len Ciemniecki and juniors Henry 
Mendel and Joey McElroy break it down at Toys for Tots. 

 released by their then di-
rector of operations, Micah 
Schaffer. In compliance with 
the federal Electronic Com-
munications Privacy Act, if it 
is within the server’s capa-
bilities, the app is required 
to retrieve information upon 
receiving a warrant.
   The different interpretations 
of the implications of the new 
cookies were rapidly multiply-
ing as soon as news hit the 
web. Fact mixed with fear 
and students began deleting 
the apps and their accounts 
altogether.
   Sophomore Mackenzie Mol-
lison was one of the first in 
her friend group to delete the 
app.
   “I guess it just felt kind of 
creepy,” Mollison said. “It was 
almost a wake up call.”
   Even if a user is abiding by 
all rules on the Internet, users 
still uncomfortable to have 
personal information broad-
casted through the cyber-
sphere.
   “I think [students] should 
be allowed complete privacy 
on social media,” Counselor 
Walter Romano said. 

“The more we put that social 
media footprint out there, 
the less privacy. [It’s] Open-
ing the doors to all kinds of 
crazy weird people and things 
online that we should not be 
engaging in.”
   As technology develops, 
more cookies will have to be 
released. A product or service 
being customizable is a selling 
point and that’s exactly what 
cookies do. However, users 
continue to trade away their 
privacy for convenience.
   On the other hand, one 
can be convinced that their 
privacy was arbitrary to begin 
with. What is the likelihood of 
the personal information that 
they have pertaining to one 
person in specific gets put to 
use?
   Mollison re-downloaded 
Snapchat about two weeks 
after she had decided to delete 
the app.
   “It’s not like they use it or 
anything because millions of 
people are on Snapchat so it’s 
not like they can find mine,” 
Mollison said. “It just kind of 
scared me.”
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   The separation of church 
and state has been one of 
the most prominent ideol-
ogies in American society 
since the ratification of the 
Constitution. Many times, 
the line of separation is 
found to be blurrier than 
than it might seem at first 
glance, as shown by the 
countless Supreme Court 
cases that combine church 
and state. 
   In a public high school 
like Seaholm, the time 
and place to talk about 
religion in a non-religious 
school is not always clear. 
This complaint has been 
common for students who 
have passed through these 
halls, and it was extremely 
evident during the process 
of collecting the results 
pertaining to the religious 
breakdown of Seaholm 
students. 
   Although several stu-
dents felt uncomfort-
able about sharing their 
religious beliefs with the 
Highlander, a few stu-
dents felt compelled to 
share their own religious 
stories.
   Senior Maclane Pad-
dock is very open about 
her religion. She identifies 
as a non-denominational 
Christian, which can have 
different meanings for dif-
ferent people. 
   “My perspective is that 

Christ came and founded 
Christianity, but that 
humans and man split up 
into the different sects 
based on interpretation,” 
Paddock said. “It’s a very 
Bible-based Christianity and 
it follows verbatim Christ’s 
teachings.”
   Paddock went to private 
Catholic school for many 
years and was baptized in 
the Catholic church, but in 
the last few years she and her 
family have switched to Non-
Denominational Christianity. 
She says that her parents’ re-
ligious beliefs are very much 
congruent to her own. 
   “It was very different being 
in private school for a while, 
having everyone be of the 
exact same faith around you, 
than public school,” Paddock 
said. “It was just all of a sud-
den a revolution of different 
ideas from different people 
and people telling me that 
what I believed was either 
stupid or fake.”
   However, Paddock says that 
all of the newfound religious 
confrontation she had never 
before experienced made her 
grow stronger in her faith. 
   “I had a lot of doubting 
periods because I really didn’t 
know what to think or believe 
because everything I knew 
was being challenged and 
questioned,” Paddock said. 
“Coming back sophomore 
year, after going through that 
trial period, I felt reaffirmed 
in my faith. I knew it was my 
own now and not just because 
of what my parents of my 

school taught me.”
   Despite Paddock feeling 
stronger in her faith than be-
fore, she still does feel unsure 
sometimes about sharing her 
religious views with others. 
   “There have been times 
where I have been afraid to 
mention my faith because 
I felt like it would discredit 
me,” Paddock said. “Or that 
people would think that what 
I had to say wasn’t important 
or worthwhile if I brought 
faith into the conversation.”
   However, for the most part, 
Paddock says that she feels 
as though she can share her 
religious views and still be 
respected, and credits a lot of 
that feeling of safety to how 
the Flexible Scheduling Pro-
gram (Flex) is run. 
   “A goal of Flex is not only to 
study our different topics but 
also to study the community 
itself,” Paddock said. “In do-
ing so, we really try to set up 
environments for conversa-
tion that are respectful and 
leave room for questioning 
– trying to understand and 
not to persecute. But yeah, 
there have been times mostly 
outside of Flex that I felt that 
my religion has been looked 
down upon.”
   In light of the religious 
extremism (of numerous 
religions) that has been at the 
forefront of society’s issues, 
Paddock believes it all comes 
down to one word. 
   “Context,” Paddock said. 
“Too often things are taken 
out of context, whether it be 
in the news or social media. 

You have to remember that 
the Bible is a whole text, it’s 
not just different little verses. 
Verses are great, but if you’re 
not reading or using them in 
the context of what the big 
picture is, it’s going to be in-
terpreted in the wrong way.”
   Paddock believes that 
people of every religion try to 
escape the “culture of hypoc-
risy”, and take into account 
the entire context and the 
time period in which certain 
laws or beliefs were in place. 
   “The Bible is a book writ-
ten by humans and humans 
are flawed,” Paddock said. 
“So there’s going to be flawed 
interpretations and you just 
have to be respectful with 
your beliefs.”
   Fellow senior Phoebe Benet 
identifies as a Conservative 
Jew. 
   She mostly keeps Kosher 
and her family goes to an 
Orthodox synagogue, but 
Benet’s family and herself 
feel that they are more in line 
with Conservative values than 
Orthodox ones. 
   “It’s basically between 
Reform and Orthodox,” Benet 
said.
   Benet says that her favorite 
part about Judaism is the 
emphasis on family. 
   “It’s a pretty relaxed reli-
gion, which is something I re-
ally like,” Benet said. “All the 
holidays are really nice and 
bring the family together.”
   Benet also likes the fact that 
the religion is more about 
what one does in this life than 
trying to get into Heaven. 

*Answers came from the 
anonymous survey responses 
of over 1,300 students build-
ing-wide. 

   “We still have the idea of 
Heaven, but its more about 
living to your best morals and 
getting into Heaven is less 
stressed,” Benet said. 
   When it comes to Benet, she 
finds that she is more spiritual 
than religious, but still likes 
going to synagogue and keep-
ing with Jewish traditions. 
   Benet moved to Michigan 
from California right before 
she started middle school, 
and says that the environ-
ment around religion is very 
different.
   “Its very different than my 
old schools,” Benet said. “In 
California, I was one of the 
only Jewish kids in the whole 
school. Here, teachers under-
stand when you can’t come to 
school on the high holidays, 
and people know basically 
what is means to be Jewish.”
   Benet thinks that Seaholm’s 
teaching of religion is a bit 
lacking, but thinks that stu-
dents teaching other students 
about their religions is a really 
great way for everyone to 
learn. 
   “I don’t think Seaholm re-
ally taught religion at all,” 
Benet said. “But I love it when 
people come up and ask me 
questions about Judaism. I 
think it’s a great way for kids 
to learn about other peoples’ 
religions.”
   Sophomore Sean Williams 
identifies as no religion in 
particular. 
   “It’s basically belief in a 
God, but not a belief in a cer-
tain religion,” Williams said. 
   Williams does not have 

similar beliefs to his parents, 
but says that does not cause 
any issues at home.
   “Even though we have dif-
ferent beliefs, we don’t really 
argue about it,” Williams said. 
   Williams says that his be-
liefs stem from being unsure 
about what faith to have.
   “It’s really mostly just not 
knowing what to believe in,” 
Williams said. “And not hav-
ing enough information to 
believe in something.”
   He says that he sees the evi-
dence of miracles all around 
him, but isn’t sure how these 
things could have been pos-
sible. 
   In regards to the Seaholm 
community, Williams believes 
that people are generally open 
to discussion of their religious 
beliefs. 
   “If it’s a group of profes-
sional people talking, they 
will listen to each other’s ar-
guments and have a civilized 
discussion,” Williams said. 
   As for the results of the 
Highlander’s survey, the 
results are fairly similar to the 
religious breakdown of the 
United States in general. See 
this page’s graphics for more 
detailed statistics.*

Additional reporting by 
Summer Benton, Eric 
Ruthruff and Scott Bentley
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   There is 
no resource 
as valuable 
as time. 
While some 
may think 
that varsity 
letters have 
lost their 

meaning due to the increasing 
potential to earn one, I think 
students have a lack of pride 
in simply making a commit-
ment. 
   This year I earned my first 
varsity letter, along with a stu-
dent scholar award, and the 
team voted me most improved 
runner. At first I was less 
than proud of myself for my 
achievements, I felt like I had 
done nothing but what was 
expected of me. But maybe I 
don’t have to exceed all the 
expectations set upon me to 
feel a sense of self worth. 
   Students at Seaholm seem 
to think that if you’re not the 
best, you’re undeserving of 
any recognition. As if there’s 
no time for praise when we’re 
all wasting our time chasing 
perfection. When you are a 
part of a team, it’s more than 
simply participating. Varsity 
letters are about commitment 
as well as talent. 
   To be varsity means that 

All Inclusive Body Positivity

The More Letters the Better

   Nobody 
gets to tell 
you whether 
or not you’re 
beautiful. 
Nobody has 
the author-
ity to tell the 
rest of us 

that so-and-so isn’t worth our 
sympathy and respect either. 
But this is exactly what fat-
shamers do when they ridi-
cule people for the shape of 
their body. We live in an era 
of quinoa kicks and aerobics 
obsessions. 
   We’re taught that it’s their 
own fault if a person is fat. 
We’re given permission to 
mock them or make jokes 
about their meal sizes and 
inactivity. And now, as body 
positivity campaigns become 
more and more common, 
we’ve found a new way to 
attack them: claiming that 
not only do we have the right 
to think poorly of them, but 
they should feel badly about 
themselves also. This attack is 
led by outspoken individuals 
who claim that body positivity 

Not Deserved, Not Distributed

   Fall 
sports came 
to an end 
as the cold 
weather 
rolled 
around. In 
the next 
few weeks, 
players will 

be awarded for their par-
ticipation and ability in their 
sport. This is great, but, as a 
person who has two varsity 
letters of my own, I have come 
to the conclusion that I really 
don’t deserve them.
   I have run Cross Country 
all four years at Seaholm, and 
that has warranted the letter 
granted to me this year. As 
for the last few years, I have 
no idea why I received one. 
This idea of all seniors get-
ting a varsity letter can end 
up detracting from the main 
purpose of the letter in the 
first place.
   I never once made varsity 
time or ran in a varsity race. 
A friend of mine on the cross 
country team has run varsity 
all four years, and because of 
this, he has four of them. How 
can I have half as many as he 
does when I never once had to 
undergo the commitment that 
he did?

Letters for Life or Your Money Back

should be reserved for a select 
group of people with unpre-
ventable conditions, like those 
with birth defects or burn 
victims. 
   But the truth is that body 
weight is determined by so 
much more than eating habits 
or laziness. Thyroid prob-
lems, hormone imbalances 
and sleep deprivation can all 
lead to weight gain. Not to 
mention prescription drugs, 
like anti-depressants, which 
often list weight gain as a side 
effect. 
   And then there’s the socio-
economic factor. Healthy food 
costs more and it’s harder to 
get. Almost a fifth of Amer-
ica’s children live below the 
poverty line. How can anyone 
expect them to maintain a 
balanced diet or learn healthy 
eating habits if all their family 
can afford comes in a happy 
meal?
   Forget organic vegetables 
and gluten free pasta. Forget 
even getting to a grocery store 
that sells these kinds of things 
if they live in a household 
without a car. Instead, their 
parents will likely walk to the 
convenience store or gas sta-
tion near their house and do 

the best they can. 
   Plus, if you consider time, 
the argument makes even 
less sense. Of course it’s easy 
for some people to go to the 
gym twice a week, but that’s 
not the case with everyone. 
The same low-income fami-
lies who already struggle to 
buy whatever food they can, 
are often run by parents who 
work two or more jobs. Be-
tween supporting their kids, 
making a living, and sleeping, 
it’s no wonder they don’t have 
an abundance of free time to 
spend on a stationary bike or 
at the yoga studio. 
   Obesity runs in families too, 
both behaviorally and ge-
netically. It doesn’t make any 
more sense to blame someone 
for the width of their thighs 
than it would to say that it’s 
their fault they are too tall or 
short. We only have so much 
control over our own phy-
sique. Not to mention that 
children learn by example; 
inheriting the habits of their 
parents. Kids who grow up in 
households that don’t dis-
courage needless calories will 
have a hard time changing 
their behavior as adults.
   And then there’s the main 

argument: that fat people 
have hijacked the body 
positivity movement and 
marginalized those with birth 
defects. It is argued that fat 
people have less of a claim to 
the movement because their 
condition is their own fault 
and because they don’t receive 
as much discrimination. This 
is an outrageous claim for 
several reasons. 
   As I’ve already talked about, 
weight gain is often diffi-
cult and even impossible to 
control. Additionally, there’s 
the issue of the very real 
discrimination that heavier 
people face every day. A lot of 
it is blatant: children bullied 
by their peers, women bom-
barded with advertisements 
that feature stick-thin models, 
miracle diet-pills marketed 
with the promise that happi-
ness is only 50 or 60 pounds 
away.
   However, a lot of it is subtler 
than that. Designers tend 
to make clothing in smaller 
sizes, or if they do make it 
larger, it’s sold in a separate 
section marked “plus size.” 
As lots of people have pointed 
out, the common “beach body 
ready” slogan implies that 

there are some types of bodies 
that don’t belong in a bathing 
suit at all. 
   The worst criticism fat 
people receive is that of their 
character. We would never 
dream of telling someone who 
was born with an “unsightly” 
birthmark or deformed 
limb that they brought it on 
themselves. We would also 
never make a judgment about 
their personality because of 
it. However, when we see 
someone with an obvious 
weight problem, we’re quick 
to assume things about them 
that influence how we interact 
with them.
   They must be ignorant 
about the effects of their own 
habits. We assume they’re 
lazy or they don’t care about 
their health, as if anyone can 
have any clue about the actual 
health and lifestyle of another 
person with a glance. 
   I guess the real questions 
that I want to pose are these: 
How could anyone who is 
opposed to discriminating 
against a specific race or 
sexual orientation or religion 
justify discriminating against 
someone because of some-
thing like weight? How could 

anyone ever suggest that there 
are people who deserve to 
be shamed? Why are we so 
concerned with dictating who 
should or shouldn’t feel good 
about themselves?
   There’s no reason to treat 
positivity as though it’s a 
resource in limited quantities. 
We’ll never run out. 
   The fact of the matter is that 
fat shaming is real. There are 
people out there who whole-
heartedly believe they are 
an authority on what kind of 
people deserve our sympathy 
and acceptance and who must 
change in order to gain it. 
   I could never argue that 
there aren’t medical risks to 
obesity. I could never claim 
that someone whose health 
is in danger should not try 
to improve. What I can say 
though is that the desire to 
improve should not be limited 
to those with a bigger waist 
than we see fit and an outside 
force should not impose it.
   There is room for all of us 
to grow; to become healthier, 
kinder, and smarter everyday. 
Regardless, these improve-
ments should always come 
from a place of self-love, 
never one of shame.

   Hello all! I’m back with an-
other quick quiz. This edition 
will have a bit of everything. 
General knowledge, pop culture, 
and the most recent trends. Once 
again, there will be a ballot box 
in room G107 that you can turn a 
competed copy of your test with 
your name on it into. There will 
be a drawing and the winner gets 
five dollars. The last three times 
that there has been a ballot box 
nobody has returned a test. So, 
odds are, if you put in the effort 
to turn one in, you’ll win five dol-
lars. Anyways, enough with the 
formalities! Good luck.

1. This was the number one 
trending hashtag that was trend-
ing on twitter after the Paris at-
tacks:
a. #ParisAttack
b. #PrayForParis
c. #IsisAttacks
d. #TerrorismHasNoReligion

2. This dance moves features 
the person curling their arm and 
sticking their head in it, while the 
opposite arm is extended. It is 
called the…
a. Dab
b. Pipe
c. Ringo
d. Extension
3. What constitutes a catch 
inside all 31 NFL stadiums?
a. Once the player makes a 
football move
b. Once the player establishes 
their balance
c. If the player controls the 
ball while falling to the ground
d. This is a trick question, 
literally nobody knows
4. In a study ranking states 
in order of their Gross Domestic 
Product, who ranked 34th?
a. Michigan
b. Louisiana

Quick Quizzes with Adam Klepp

POINT: COUNTER-POINT: 

c. Idaho
d. Arkansas
5. National Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich Day takes place on…
a. April 12th
b. February 30th
c. March 1st
d. May 19th
6. The school flag that consis-
tently appears on ESPN’s College 
Gameday is…
a. LSU
b. Ole Miss
c. The ‘U’
d. Washington State
7. What is the name of Will 
Ferrell’s character on ‘the Office’?
a. Barack Damel
b. Jim Nayzeeum
c. Deangelo Vickers
d. Mike Pancake
8. He/She recently became 
Speaker of the House
a. Chris Christie

b. Bobby Jindal
c. Paul Ryan
d. Leslie Knope
9. Complete the missing words 
from Demi Lovato’s song ‘Confi-
dent’
“So you say I’m _________, that 
I must be outta my mind, but you 
had me _______, what’s wrong 
with being, what’s wrong with 
being, what’s wrong with being 
_______.”
a. Difficult, At Hello, Myself
b. Imitatin’, Overthinkin’, 
Confident
c. Complicated, Underrated, 
Confident
d. Running the Show, Out of 
Control, Confident
10. Is Joe Flacco an elite QB?
a. Yes
b. No

Peter Peterson
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

you are amongst the best 
representatives for your team. 
These are kids that have been 
part of the culture of the sport 
or activity that they chose to 
dedicate themselves to. Those 
who earn varsity letters in 
band or choir have dedicated 
themselves to more than a 
class. It’s more than coming 
in each day and punching 
your time card. 
   If you look at yourself as a 
representative of your team, 
you may come to realize how 
much you really know about 
whatever you choose to put 
your time towards. You may 
come to realize that although 
you’re no quarterback or first 
chair, you know what you’re 
doing through and through. 
   Four year athletes auto-
matically earn varsity letters. 
While this may sound unfair 
if the effort isn’t necessarily as 
great as the more athletically 
prone students, think for just 
a moment about how many 
hours you have spent with 
your team. Not even consider-
ing the time spent practicing, 
think about the opportunities 
for socializing you’ve missed 
because you promised your-
self that you would get to that 
practice.
   Now consider the expec-
tations set upon younger 
athletes versus seniors. 
Senior athletes are expected 
to be more responsible with 

their time management and 
their choices made around 
younger students. Whats 
more is that some coaches 
will often ask senior athletes 
who aren’t on the competing 
varsity team to lead some of 
the boys or girls in practice. 
   As a cross country run-
ner, I have often thought to 
myself about what I’d rather 
be doing while on a run. The 
list stretches for many more 
miles than I plan on running 
each day. With each step I 
am reminded of the other list 
I have, but often ignore of 
the things I have to do when 
I get home. 
   Many sports at Seaholm 
also require students to 
maintain their GPA’s while 
on a team. While counselors 
and teachers tell us that we 
should be high achieving 
based on the opportunities 
presented, we all know that’s 
easier said than done. 
   Quit raising the bar before 
you recognize that you have 
met your own standards of 
success. Ignore everyone that 
tells you that what you’ve 
done isn’t as spectacular 
as what Ernest W Seaholm 
would have wanted. Lastly, 
wear your varsity jacket with 
pride. Even if you bought 
it last year a size too large 
expecting to grow into it, 
you’ve assuredly come into 
your own.

   It’s not fair to either of us 
to give out varsity letters like 
participation trophies and 
then continue to stress the 
importance and prestige of 
varsity letters. This automati-
cally detracts from the value 
of the award. Only if you meet 
the varsity requirements or 
make the varsity team do 
deserve a letter.
   This belief raises questions 
of band and choir. Do they 
deserve varsity letters? Do the 
band kids get to flaunt their 
jackets like the jocks and track 
stars do? No, but not because 
band or choir are easy. I was 
in the band for all of middle 
school and it required a talent 
that I didn’t have, this scared 
me off fast enough.
   Instead, it’s more because 
the letters should be given 
out to people who are an 
example of the very best in 
their field. Band and choir are 
both classes that the people 
participating in get a grade 
for. To be awarded a letter for 
participating in a class would 
mean that people who choose 
to take Flex also deserve a 
letter. 
   This isn’t to say that no-one 
in band or orchestra are able 
to truly earn their varsity let-
ter. Anyone who puts in extra 
work and really stands out 
deserves it, like a drum major. 
That is a letter well deserved, 
but for simply joining a class, 

it isn’t fair to expect a letter. 
   Time committed is often 
used to argue the validity of 
participation letters for every-
one and it’s not a fair assess-
ment. Band and choir both 
take up time outside of school 
just like any sports team that 
someone could join, but this 
time commitment doesn’t 
and shouldn’t make someone 
eligible for the award.
   Anyone who signs up for the 
team or the class knows that 
they are signing off a large 
amount of their time for this 
one resource. I have never 
heard anyone say “Man when 
I signed up for the football 
team I didn’t know I would 
have to practice all the time.” 
   People know the commit-
ment before joining. It is as-
sumed that if you are signing 
up for a sport or choosing to 
be part of band or choir that 
you know what is expected of 
you.
   This doesn’t suddenly 
change come senior year. The 
same expectations are still 
in existence as before and it 
doesn’t warrant a letter for 
simply following the same 
structure as the rest of your 
team. The only difference is 
the amount of years that we 
happen to have been alive.

Eric Ruthruff
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Answers: 1. B 2. A 3. D 4. D 5. A 
6. D 7. C 8. C 9. C 10. Opinion

Summer Benton
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com
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In the Know

Staff Editorial

   At the 
start of 
second hour 
every day, 
students 
become an 
audience to 
the morning 
announce-
ments, oth-

erwise known as the Seaholm 
Daily Bulletin. The 
first hour broad-
casting class records 
a new production 
every morning 
for our news and 
entertainment. The 
announcements are 
the way the school 
gets a lot of infor-
mation out about 
the day ahead, and 
about Seaholm’s 
news. 
   It’s thought to be 
an enjoyable and 
relaxing time of day 
to get your mind off 
things for a little bit 
or find out where you 
have to be for a meeting after 
school. There’s no doubt in 
my mind that the announce-
ments are something kids 
enjoy produing. 
   The Seaholm Daily Bulletin 
has become a regular part 
of our day. We expect it at 
the start of our second hour 
class, but does the student 
body look forward to them? 
Do people actually enjoy the 
announcements? 
   Those are questions that a 
teacher asked my class after 
the signature jingle “Spon-

Internet Safety Hazards
   A name pops up in a stu-
dent’s group chat that they do 
not recognize. Immediately, 
they pull up Twitter to search 
the name, innocently prob-
ing this person’s account for 
a profile picture to get an idea 
of who it is. In no time they 
find themselves delving weeks 
or months deep into the 140 
character confessions of this 
complete stranger.
   Social media works as a 
dominant force in 
the lives of teenag-
ers today. The sites 
allow Seaholm 
students to criti-
cize, celebrate and 
communicate about 
events in their lives. 
However, the devel-
opment of technol-
ogy is forcing users 
to make unsafe 
compromises to 
their privacy in 
order to stay in the 
social loop.
   The Highlander Staff be-
lieves that students deserve 
privacy online to the extent 
they desire as well as the 
ability to retain quality social 
media sites. They are not mu-
tually exclusive concepts. Why 
must one be lost to salvage 
the other?
   The accessibility to infor-
mation on the Internet is 
inherently lenient. Upon the 
creation of an account, certain 
sites offer users the ability or 
even require the publication 
of their full name, age and 
occasionally location. The 
more information an account 
presents, the more accurate 
it is to encompassing a user’s 
entire persona.
   Students are eager to cus-

Toys for Thots
   Each 
December, 
the annual 
Toys for 
Tots Dance 
helps raise 
funds and 
toys for 
under-
privileged 
children in 

need. The children are given 
the toys for the holidays when 
their parents are unable to 
give their children presents 
due to financial troubles.
   This year, Toys for Tots, lead 
by senior Riley Board, raised 
1,600 dol-
lars and 
almost 
100 toys 
for chil-
dren in 
need. I’m 
proud to 
call Board 
a peer of 
mine, and 
I smile 
when 
I think 
of the 
children 
happily 
unwrap-
ping their 
gifts do-
nated by 
Seaholm 
students. 
   Toys 
for Tots is a wonderful idea. 
Students coming together to 
help children in need and give 
back to the community should 
never be frowned upon. In 
fact, I think students should 
think less about themselves 
and more about the entire 
community more often. 
Selflessness can do wonders 
for humility and compassion, 
and Toys for Tots may help 
exercise that growth in ones 
personality. 
   However, last year when 
I was scrolling through my 
Instagram and Twitter feed, 
the captions and locations on 
the photos and tweets were 
not Toys for Tots, but instead 
“Toys for Thots.” When I first 
saw this switch of words, I 
wasn’t immediately mad, but 
instead I was ashamed. 
   Females in the media are 
already portrayed through 

Let’s Get Virtuous, Virtuous

    Seaholm 
students 
are in their 
cramped 
rows of desks, 
teachers are 
typing away, 
and the pres-
sure is on. 

It’s finals week and students’ 
goal is to attain the almighty 
A. In the heat of the moment, 
their grades glare at them 
while authority turns a blind 
eye. An unprepared student 
peaks a look at a nearby exam 
for answers on the multiple 
choice with hopes for at least a 
B+. They’ve got a lot going on 
right now, including several 
other finals to prepare for, so 
they don’t really think much 
of it. 
   But an observant student 
catches the cheater in action. 
The hour ends, Maples go 
home, and the kid contem-
plates whether or not to tell 
on their dishonorable peer. 
What should they do? 
   If I were them, and I’ve 
been in the position before, 
I’d leave what I saw as an 
open secret. This means that I 
wouldn’t mind telling oth-
ers that I caught that person 
cheating on the exam, includ-
ing the person whom they 
copied off of. The only person 
who wouldn’t know would 
be the teacher, saving the kid 
from some arbitrary punish-
ment. This is because I don’t 
feel pressured to be a virtuous 
and honorable citizen in a 
system guided by an insincere 
framework of ethics. 
   Cheating is a problem dur-
ing finals that both adults 
and students seem intent on 
solving. Snitching does not 
cut it. People are made good 
by educational awareness, not 
lazy disciplinary measures. 
   “No student deserves an 
advantage over others by 
cheating, it’s completely dis-
respectful and should not be 
tolerated,” a Seaholm student, 
who chose to remain anony-
mous said.  “It’s definitely an 
issue that needs to be ad-
dressed,” 
   This student’s standpoint 
can reflect the concerned 
side of student body. School 
administrators have expressed 
similar concern for respect 
in the classroom. Character 

education is something that’s 
been implemented in the 
Birmingham Public Schools 
District for a while now. In 
fact, Derby Middle School is a 
National School of Character. 
   Let’s examine further. It’s 
safe to say that two con-
cepts fall under educational 
“character”: virtue, defined 
by moral behavior and acts, 
and honor, respectful adher-
ence to what is right under 
set standards. Seaholm was 
apparently very inspired by 
the virtue of integrity when it 
implemented its standards of 
conduct in the school Honor 
Code. Consider these direct 
quotes from the document. 
   “The honor code asks 
that we hold each other to 
high standards of personal 
achievement, ethical conduct 
and academic integrity. It 
creates an academic environ-
ment in which a student‘s 
search for knowledge is a true 
and honest reflection of that 
effort.” 
   It’s legitimate in principle, 
but isn’t entirely realistic. 
   High schoolers in the twenty 
first century are continu-
ously pushed by parents and 
administrators to do well in 
classes in order to secure their 
place at a good college, which 
will supposedly guide them 
into a solid career. Apparent-
ly, how well we do in school 
decides our ultimate fates. 
   “True success lies in one‘s 
desire to do the right thing, 
even when no one is look-
ing,” the Seaholm honor code 
states. 
   That’s deep, but from our 
point of view, our futures 
are always looking. U of M 
and MSU are always on the 
horizon, and getting there 
includes being a successful 
student. This is the strenuous 
way the story of our school 
system came to be written. 
Students shouldn’t be getting 
penalized for petty offenses as 
education reformists desper-
ately attempt to pick up the 
pen and improve our schools.
   Back to our example. The 
student who cheated on the 
exam did so because they 
assumed that getting a good 
grade outweighs the virtue of 
academic honesty, whether 
they realized it or not. Stu-
dents like this one mindlessly 
break the rules to succeed in 
school. I don’t blame them. 
   I live in a system that’s 
clearly expressed that it 

values the success I produce 
as a student rather than the 
virtue I carry myself with as a 
person. I wouldn’t tell on the 
cheater because I don’t want 
to act in the best interest of 
that system. Not only that, 
but the disciplinary measures 
taken against the student 
would be nonsense. 
   “Students seem to be get-
ting away with it and that’s 
not okay. Twwhey need to be 
punished,” the anonymous 
student said. 
   I would agree if it wasn’t just 
punishment on paper. Ad-
ministrators who encounter 
cheating pupils have a duty to 
penalize them; it’s their jobs. 
They’re abiding by the rules in 
the esteemed Honor Code, not 
taking inspiration from the 
true culture of our school. 
   Cheating is only perceived 
as bad the moment a cheater 
is caught. I wouldn’t tell on 
our example student to not 
only avoid their punishment, 
but the consequences of that 
punishment. People talking 
about it would be delaying 
sincere regards for virtue and 
not think about what started 
the entire mess in the first 
place; rule-breaking. Not try-
ing to advocate for breaking 
the rules just because, but the 
former is a more severe moral 
offense to me. I’d even go on 
to call it dishonorable.
   Young adults in the new-
est generation of Americans 
honor plenty of important 
affairs, from social justice to 
politics to memes and back. 
Adolescents in the modern 
age, with a number of online 
resources, are concerned and 
intrigued by the happenings 
around them. 
   Ethics in school aren’t a 
common conversation topic 
in the halls. Virtue is naturally 
going to be undervalued when 
discussions and lessons are 
rarely focused on them. That 
should change. Then, maybe, 
just maybe, stressed students 
will have fewer incentives to 
cheat. Until that day comes, 
folks should see through 
nonsensical punishments that 
cheating kids receive. 
   If you catch someone peak-
ing, approach them after class 
and explain to them how 
important you think being 
honest is. And when finals 
come back around, keep your 
eyes on your own paper and 
take care of your own soul.  

sored by the Maple Tree, the 
one stop shop for all your 
Seaholm needs”.
   It was thought that maybe 
students had gotten tired of 
the jingle or just simply didn’t 
like the announcements. We 
set out to find the answer to 
these questions.
   After being asked if kids 
liked or didn’t like the an-
nouncements, the most com-
mon immediate reaction was 
a questioning look on their 
face. 

   “The morning announce-
ments are a fun and enjoyable 
way to find out what’s going 
on in the school and commu-
nity,” senior Brendan John-
son said. 
   He then went on to stress 
the importance of the fun and 
light heartedness of the news, 
saying how they incorporate 
new ways to make you laugh 
and grab your attention. I 
asked this same question 
to several people and got a 
resoundingly positive reaction 
towards the announcements.

unflattering stereotypes. Now 
don’t worry, I’ll spare you 
a rant about how females 
should be treated as equals 
and respected as such on so-
cial media. However, when I 
see a group of girls, who claim 
to be feminists, posting pho-
tos of themselves and calling 
themselves a thot, it’s a little 
concerning. 
   In order for females to ad-
vance in the media, girls must 
have greater self-confidence 
and cease calling themselves 
and others negative terms 
that only degrade. We all saw 
Mean Girls, and Tina Fey’s 
words, “You have all got to 
stop calling each other sluts 
and whores. It just makes it 

okay for guys to call 
you sluts and whores,” 
echoed in my mind when I 
read the posts. Even guys had 
posted photos with the “Tots 
for Thots” caption, and I was 
just utterly confused as to 
how this seemed to be okay in 
the minds of my fellow peers.
   So, beyond Seaholm stu-
dents calling themselves and 
others hoes, the other prob-
lem I have with this change 
in words is that students are 
replacing tots, as in the un-
derprivileged children, with 
thots, a demeaning word used 
to describe females who show 
a large amount of skin when 
they dress up. Are we forget-
ting that this event is for chil-
dren in need? Obviously some 
students need to reevaluate 
their values and remember 
that this is a charity event. 
   Toys for Tots has been a 

   So, people still like the 
Seaholm Daily Bulletin. That’s 
good, but what do they like 
about it? 
   “The best part of the an-
nouncements is the com-
mercials it produces, they 
make me laugh,” senior Karen 
Villalba said. 
   Recently commercials and 
random video clips have be-
come very popular and rather 
funny. One commercial in 
particular that comes to mind 
is the Trivia.

   Trivia is a clip 
occasionally 
shown where a 
crew of people 
in the broad-
casting class 
go around the 
school and 
ask random 
students 
and teachers 
funny, yet rela-
tive questions 
about what is 
going on in 
the school. It’s 
something that 
I found out 
most kids look 

forward to and 
enjoy.
   There isn’t much kids don’t 
enjoy about the announce-
ments. There was little to 
no negative feedback, which 
amazed me.
   So, have the announcements 
gotten dull or fallen flat? No, 
not at all. They’re still a great 
way to take a mental break in 
the middle of the class, and 
most people get quite the kick 
out of them. The people of 
Seaholm have spoken and the 
announcements are still one 
of the best parts of the day.

dance that replaced the so 
called “Slut Dance,” which 
had its last run in the 2011-
2012 school year. Of course 
the administration didn’t call 
it the slut dance, but that’s 
what it was known by as 
students as a result of girls 
wearing revealing dresses and 
going stag. Students now use 
Toys for Tots as a replace-
ment for where the “Slut 
Dance” was, and it’s used 
as yet another excuse to get 
drunk, dress up and party. 
   Now, I try not to be judg-
mental all the time, but I do 
think students should remem-
ber that this is a charity event, 
and their actions reflect not 
only on themselves and the 

school, 
but also 
on the 
charity 
that the 
dance 
benefits. 
There is 
also noth-
ing wrong 
with hav-
ing some 
fun, the 
more the 
merrier. 
However, 
students 
should 
keep in 
mind 
their 
values 
and real-
ize if this 

is exactly 
how they 

want to be portrayed. 
   I didn’t attend Toys for Tots 
this year (I was babysitting, 
so my time was spent play-
ing with Lego Star Wars). 
However, this doesn’t mean 
that I have anything against 
Toys for Tots. I’m not entirely 
heartless (although it may 
seem like it) and I have noth-
ing against students coming 
together for a night of fun to 
benefit the community. What 
I do have a problem with is 
how some students view the 
event. 
   So next year when you’re 
picking out that dress, suit, 
or toy for the dance, please 
remember the children you’ll 
be benefitting instead of how 
excited you are to Instagram a 
photo with the caption “Toys 
for Thots!!!”

tomize their accounts, but 
take for granted the extent to 
which doing so puts them in 
danger. Experiencing social 
media is a desire for people 
of all ages, and a justified one 
at that, but protection as it 
relates to a student’s privacy 
is a necessity.
   The current issues relating 
to the debate of privacy on 
social media pertain to the 
update on ambiguous cook-
ies released into the Snapchat 
database and many others like 
it. “Trolls” on other popu-

lar sites, primarily Twitter, 
coerced Snapchat users into 
believing these cookies were 
to release all personal infor-
mation imputed into their 
accounts.
   The problem at hand is that 
students are not fully aware of 
what cookies do. Any consent 
they provide to allow altera-
tions to the privacy policy on 
their account are being made 
in a hasty effort to check their 
feed with no consideration 
of the repercussions. Update 
alerts are essentially useless 
because the students do not 
know what they are agreeing 
to.
   The reality is that the cook-
ies are practically harmless in 
the grand scheme of things. 
Ironically, students are put-

ting themselves in more dan-
ger with the information they 
allow to be shared without a 
thought on other sites than 
the danger they could get in 
from the hypothetical Snap-
chat debacle.
   However, there was a posi-
tive side to the surge in social 
media conversation concern-
ing Internet privacy follow-
ing Snapchat’s update. It got 
students talking about and re-
considering their position on 
Internet safety. While it may 
have been short lived, there 

was a brief period 
of consciousness 
surrounding what 
a student’s moral 
parameters are and 
should be for their 
social media.
   The smartest 
thing to do online 
is be cautious. The 
recent uprising 
against the update 
to Snapchat’s pri-
vacy policy derived 

from an honest, safe and 
ultimately good place of in-
quisition. While social media 
can be fun, the most impor-
tant thing is that students 
are aware of the effects risks 
online could have on their 
tangible lives.
   After having gathered suf-
ficient knowledge, the student 
is now prepared to return to 
their group chat. Shamelessly, 
they plug information they 
learned moments ago into the 
conversation so as not to be 
left out. The rest of the group 
chat’s members as well as the 
student being gossiped about 
will never know and it is all 
thanks to excessive informa-
tion one is pressured into 
including in their social media 
profile.

Photo By Summer Benton

Sites allow Seaholm 
students to criticize, 

celebrate and 
communicate about 
events in their lives. 

“The morning 
anouncements are a fun 

and enjoyable way to 
find out what’s going 
on in the school and 

community”
- senior Brendan Johnson
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All Hands on Deck the Halls
  When 
December 
rolls around, 
teachers and 
students are 
constantly 
tripping over 
their words 
in an at-

tempt to exchange the phrase 
“Christmas break” for “holi-
day break.” This awkwardly 
forced linguistic alteration 
feel almost patronizing.
   The ideal of a “white Christ-
mas” is subliminally included 
in the microculture of Bir-
mingham. Red, rosy cheeks 
and green, Michigan trees run 
rampant throughout the sea-
son, independent of religious 
influence. We see it and think 
nothing of it because it has 
always been our life.
   A Birmingham resident 
often involuntarily partici-
pates in Christmas traditions, 
including Christians them-
selves. Recipients of carols are 
not solely enthusiastic. This 
could be for a number of rea-
sons including but not limited 
to: religious identification, 
extent of religious participa-
tion, or something more in-
nocent like mood (momentary 
or undying.)
   I never refuse a “Merry 
Christmas” from a 
well-intentioned cashier 
with no knowledge of my for-
mal religious background. 
Why would I take offense 

   Students 
at Seaholm 
have an ap-
preciation 
problem. 
Unrelated to 
the tangible, 
we are taking 
our most 
valuable re-

source for granted. Our time 
is now. I just wish we didn’t 
feel such a compulsive need 
to fill it. 
   Time to rest, time to think, 

   Four years 
I’ve been a 
student here 
at Seaholm 
High School, 
and I’ve loved 
every single 
moment of 
it. Since this 

is going to be my last year at 
this school, I suppose I can 
tell you what I think about 
it overall, but, to do that, I’ll 
have to go back to the begin-
ning. So sit tight, and listen to 
my tale.
   When I first came to this 
school, I was beyond ner-
vous. In fact, you might say 
that I was sweating bullets. 
I thought I wasn’t going to 
fit in. I knew the stuff that 
happens on television or even 
High School Musical doesn’t 
happen in real life.
   It was hard at first, but 
eventually I came out on 
top, met new friends, ran 
into some old ones, and was 
taught by teachers who I 
definitely liked. Then came 
field day. Quite frankly, with 
all those people cheering for 
me, I definitely felt like I was 
wanted at this school.
   Then came sophomore year 
and junior year as my least 
favorite subject, science, came 
into play. It was pretty hard 
and frustrating at first, but I 
pushed forward and managed 
to pass my science classes. It 
was tiring and bent my brain 
into different shapes and sizes 
as I worked out all that sci-
ence, but I eventually pulled 
through. 
   Now I’m a senior and it is 
my last year as a student here 
at Seaholm High School. I’m 
going to be graduating in a 
year and I’m definitely going 
to miss this place. Seaholm 
is a very proud school where 
anyone could possibly go. 
They’ll be accepted here 
no matter what. From my 
experience, Seaholm, like a 
mountain, is very tall, sturdy, 
and able to keep itself up. It 
lets all that wish to climb have 
suitable hospitality.
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Memory Lane

time to wake up and real-
ize a lot of what we’re doing 
is entirely inconsequential. 
If students were given the 
time to think and examine 
their lives they might become 
smart enough to stop tortur-
ing themselves. 
   Every day I hear kids 
compare their crosses as they 
make that daily trudge to 
their crucifixion, proud of the 
bags under their eyes from 
the multitude of all-nighters 
they’ve pulled. Kids that ac-
knowledge they aren’t putting 
their health first work end-
lessly towards an imaginary 
goal. 

Paris is not your Soapbox
Tessa Banks
news Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

   The acts of 
terrorism in 
Paris are, in 
all likelihood, 
one of the 
worst things 
we will see 
in our entire 
lifetime. The 
massacre of 

over 100 innocent people for 
absolutely no rational reason 
is one of the greatest tragedies 
of our time. 
   So, why on Earth do people 
think that this horrible oc-
currence, this loss of so many 
brothers, sisters, mothers, 
fathers and spouses is a plat-
form for their own political 
agenda?
   Just hours after the Paris 
tragedy, conservative TV 
personality Ann Coulter 
tweeted, “Too bad there were 
no concealed carry permits… 

anywhere in Europe… since 
1818.”
   May I just say: are you 
kidding me? What kind of 
vulture uses this loss of life to 
further their own agenda?
   Coulter’s insinuation that all 
of this could have been pre-
vented if people in that venue 
were carrying guns, and how 
that is an example of how the 
United States should have 
laxer gun laws, is appalling. 
She is free to state her opin-
ion on domestic and foreign 
policy online or elsewhere all 
she wants, but the use of this 
tragedy to further propel her 
opinions into the spotlight is 
beyond unacceptable. 
   The root of this problem is 
the lack of human decency it 
takes to use this as a con-
venient soapbox, let alone 
using it before the blood even 
dries. That tweet was sent out 
before even a single victim 
was identified - before their 
families and friends knew that 
there was going to forever be 

a gaping hole in their lives 
where that victim once was. 
   Twitter is run amuck with 
tweets about how “stupid” 
the students are at Mizzou 
for thinking their problems 
mattered after Paris, how 
“dumb” it is that people were 
concerned with racist Hallow-
een costumes. These Twitter 
users are using this tragedy to 
justify their dismissal of real 
problems just because they 
don’t directly affect them. 
   Just to clarify: extremely 
few people think that what is 
happening in Mizzou com-
pares in any way to Paris, and 
it is abundantly clear that rac-
ist Halloween costumes are 
nearly irrelevant when you 
compare the issue to Paris. 
However, these things have 
nothing to do with each other. 
Yes, the tragedy in Paris is 
much worse and it should 
take precedent when prioritiz-
ing issues to take care of, but 
that doesn’t mean that Mizzou 
doesn’t exist and that it’s not 

to a teacher, administrative 
staff member, or peer in the 
same position?
   Christmas exists in mul-
tiple separate entities. There 
is the Christmas of the church 
that depicts the religious 
stories and is only seen mar-
ginally or when looked for 
through the holiday sea-
son. In contrast, there 
is the American, capital-
istic approach, including 
everything from ornaments 
to designs on coffee 
cups. This innocent 
approach is purely 
cultural and exists 
for all active members 
of the commu-
nity.
   Buying gifts, 
seeing Santa 
and watching 
Dr. Suess’s, 
“How The 
Grinch 
Stole Christ-
mas,” carry no 
correlation to 
the historical 
and 

spiritual birth of Jesus 
Christ and, by that 

very 

fact, the 

creation of Christianity. A 
majority of the traditional 
practices of Christmas are 
inherently commercial and 
open to the public. A menorah 
sitting next to a Santa hat is a 
perfectly frequent sight to see 
in Birmingham because of the 
cultural divergence.
   By that logic, if everyone 
participates in the American 
version of Christmas, why 
must we go so far out of our 
ways to insist this isn’t true? 

There is no need to 
conjure up a false, 

inaccurate sense of 
inclusion in something so 

arbitrary as a name for the 
two weeks we 
would likely re-

ceive as snow days 
if they weren’t man-

dated time off.
 Christmas, New 

Years, and 
Kwanzaa are 

all consistent 
calendar dates 
through the 

years. 
They all 

conve-

nient-
ly occur 

within the 

same week. Our break is 
structured around that week 
as it appears in the Gregorian 
calendar.
   I say it is a false sense of in-
clusion because Channukahs 
past, present and future tend 
not to reside in the allotted 
“holiday break.” Channukah 
is determined by the Hebrew 
calendar, which does not 
correlate to the Gregorian 
calendar and renders Chan-
nukah shifting.
   The problem is not that 
alternative holidays such as 
Channukah are not included 
in the break. The problem is 
that the name erroneously 
and unnecessarily suggests 
that they would be. In an at-
tempt to be politically correct, 
the title actually has fabri-
cated implications.
   The trouble an organization 
as large as a school district 
has to go through to have all 
their students and teachers 
transition from one name to 
another is energy that could 
be better spent working and 
learning. Plus, at the end of 
the day, we are all just happy 
to have the time off. 
   It is unnecessary and tax-
ing to strain ourselves in the 
process of implementing the 
new name every time we wish 

to reference the break, the 
number of which grows 

as we inch closer. Instead, 
let the phrase “Christ-
mas break” role off your 
tongue and leave you with 

the faintest sense of 
unencumbered holiday 

cheer.

a problem. 
   The partisanship in America 
today is so out of control that 
we can’t even agree on one 
issue. The fact that Paris was 
terrible and that we should 
all have some respect for 
everyone involved and show 
nothing but support for 
France for the time being is 
something everyone should 
be able to agree on. The use of 
this event for one’s own politi-
cal gain should not even cross 
anyone’s mind, but unfortu-
nately, it has already become 
a problem only a few hours 
since the attack. 
   Newt Gingrich also chimed 
in on the conversation mere 
hours after the shots were 
fired with his own political 
agenda, tweeting, “Imagine a 
theater with 10 or 15 citizens 
with concealed carry permits. 
We live in an age when evil 
men have to be killed by good 
people.”
   Gingrich has been extremely 
pro-gun throughout his entire 

political career - and that is 
perfectly okay and within 
his rights. However, when 
he starts to use a tragedy to 
further himself in the politi-
cal realm before flowers have 
been placed by the site of the 
murders, he crosses the line. 
And it is not just him. Many 
others have been chiming in 
too. 
   Can you imagine the outrage 
there would have been among 
the American people had this 
happened directly after 9/11? 
If Twitter had existed back 
then and people from other 
countries used our tragedy to 
talk about their own political 
issues while the New York 
firefighters and police officers 
were still sifting through the 
rubble, the anger from the 
American people would have 
been unmatched. So, why do 
we think it’s okay to do the 
same to the people of France?
   Paris is not your soapbox. It 
is a tragedy. 

   You might be thinking 
to yourself about how glad 
you are that you’ve wasted 
so much time building your 
resume up for colleges. You 
probably haven’t considered 
the fact that there will likely 
be no reward for the hours 
you’ve robbed from yourself 
and your family. 
   If you think getting into 
your dream school will be it’s 
own reward, depression rates 
for college freshmen continue 
to climb with each Ivy League 
application painstakingly pol-
ished and sent. These applica-
tions are sent by fools who 
think that happiness comes in 

a letter. 
   As I sit in the library writ-
ing this, thinking of places I’d 
rather be, I hear a librarian 
barking orders at another 
student. I see a freshman get 
kicked out for trying to eat 
while he frantically worked on 
an assignment from a class. 
He is forced to stuff his face 
because of his overstuffed 
schedule. 
   He mournfully packs his 
bag, and as he leaves, I hear 
a rat scuttle around above 
my head. This serves as s 
reminder that our shared cage 
is closer to a prison than para-
dise. Yet, this prison is of our 

own creation. Commitments 
pile up to form walls, trapping 
us inside of a fortress of our 
own schedules.
   While I can’t scurry through 
the air vents to try to help you 
actualize, I hope to be your 
rat for the sole reason that 
nobody else seems to feel the 
need to tell you that you are 
doing enough. 
   Just having the courage to 
be here everyday is an accom-
plishment in and of itself. To 
play by the rules is as taxing 
as actively breaking them. 
Yet, we’re never rewarded for 
our attendance, only pun-
ished when we find something 

better to do. I have a friend 
with scoliosis who would be 
so much happier if we were 
allowed to just take 5 minutes 
to stretch.
   While we’re all forced to sit 
for hours on end, the rats are 
allowed to stretch. Take time 
to think about what you’ve 
read. Take time to consider if 
what you’re pouring yourself 
into is a measuring cup or 
a sieve. And if you’ve been 
convinced not to bite the hand 
that feeds you, stop licking the 
palm clean and realize you’ve 
just been fed a load of horse 
crap. 

Melanie Taylor
opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com
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In the Seaholm gym, 
Riley Annear sits with 
some of her best friends 
in the world as they all 
get ready for basketball 
practice. She laughs as 
she knots her laces, and 
easily engages with her 
teammates sitting on 
the floor with her. In the 
gym, with her friends, 
she looks confident, 
excited, happy; she looks 
right at home. That’s 
what makes it so hard to 
believe that less than two 
short years ago, her home 
was over ten thousand 
miles away.
   “Moving from another 
country was pretty dif-
ficult because you don’t 
know a single person, 
and you have to figure 
out where everything is,” 
Annear said.
   The summer before her 
freshman year, Annear’s 
father got a job offer 
in America. The family 
made a decision to make 
the ten thousand mile 
move to Birmingham, 
Michigan, all the way from 
Australia. Instantly the whole 
family felt as if they were in a 
new world.
   Jaime Annear, Riley’s 
younger sister and an eighth 
grader at Derby Middle 
School, recalls the move be-
ing one of the most challeng-
ing things in her life.
   “The transition seemed re-
ally hard the at start,” Jaime 
Annear said. “Everything was 
very new and it was quite 
scary.” 
   But Jaime Annear had a 
saving grace throughout the 
moving process; she was 
not in it alone. She had the 
strength and support of her 
older sister, and her younger 
brother Jonas Annear.
   “I think that having my 
siblings helped so much 
throughout the transition,” 
Jaime Annear said. “It made 
it easier because it made me 
realize I didn’t have to go 
through it by myself.”
   She found support espe-
cially through Riley Annear, 
whom she looked up to as a 
sister and friend.
   “Riley and I are very close,” 
Jaime Annear said. “I think 
having Riley there made 
moving so much easier, I’m 
not sure what I would have 
done without her.” 
   However, Riley Annear had 
her own struggles through-
out the move as well. 
   “Riley probably found it 
the hardest out of all the 
siblings,” Jaime Annear said.       

“She found 
transition-
ing into 
something 
so differ-
ent pretty 
hard.”  
   Her 
transi-
tion left 
her with life experi-
ences unlike those of a typi-
cal transfer student – mov-
ing across an ocean provides 
different experiences than 
simply moving a few miles.
   Riley Annear herself admits 
to struggling initially with 
the move. At the beginning 
of her transition, she could 
not get over the overwhelm-
ing urge that she didn’t feel 
at home.
   “When I first got here, I re-
ally didn’t want to be here,” 
Riley Annear said. “I wanted 
to go back so I would think 
about going all the time.” 
   It was a bit of a dark time 
for Riley Annear, who felt 
as though she had lost the 
friends, community and 
nationality with which she 
had been associated her 
whole life. However, she 
courageously decided that 
she was not going to waste 
her time in America missing 
Australia.
   “My mindset changed to if 
I have to be here, then I have 
to make the most of it,” Riley 
Annear said.
   It was a hard adjustment to 
make, but Riley Annear fig

-ured out a 

way to make it work. And 
that made all the difference.
   “I just took it one day at a 
time, get through one day 
at a time,” Riley said. “It got 
so much better, I could start 
looking forward to things.”
   One of the major changes 
that helped her adjust to 
America was joining the 
basketball team.
   “Making it easier was – 
most definitely – the basket-
ball program because having 
a group of people you’re 
familiar with and you can 
relate to, because that pro-
gram is like a family,” Riley 
Annear said.
   She was amazed by the 
friendliness of the girls. They 
became as close as sisters, 
and she was welcomed into 
the new team.
   “They were so welcoming 
it was unbelievable,” Riley 
Annear said. “They took me 
in, I was so grateful for that.”
   And the girls were just as 
grateful to have a new addi-
tion to their team.
   

“She 
was such 

a great addition to the 
program, it was so easy to 
include her,” team captain 
Mackenzie Harbort said. 
“She’s just such a fun per-
son.” 
   The girls accepted her will-
ingly, accent and all.
   “I didn’t know she was 
from Australia,” Harbort 
said. “But then I was like, 
wow her accent is real.”
   And Annear’s distinctive 
Australian accent is among 
one of the first things you’ll 
notice about the smiling, 
bright sophomore living a 
long way from home. She 
may look like any other 
Seaholm girl, but when she 
opens her mouth, a story 
comes not only from the 
words she is speaking, but 
from the rich accent with 
which she speaks.
   From her commitment to 
the basketball team came 
many of the friendships she 
holds so dear. And this made 
her, for the first time since 
she moved to America, feel 
like she wasn’t alone.
   “Having that group of peo-

ple 
made it so 
much easier 
because I 
felt like I had 
somewhere 
where I 
wasn’t com-

pletely by my-
self because there 

were a ton of people there 
for me,” Riley Annear 
said. 

   The basketball team also 
made typical new school hor-
rors, such as finding a place 
to sit at lunch, less stressful. 
Riley became close with not 
only the girls on the team, 
but the head coach, Seaholm 
teacher January Hladki, as 
well.
   Hladki opened up her 
classroom during lunch hour 
for any girls on her team.
   “Being able to go in her 
room, it was always an envi-
ronment that was so wel-
coming,” Riley Annear said. 
“It made me so happy to 
be able to go into her room 
because it was a safe place. 
I ate lunch in there almost 
every single day, and that 
was so much fun.”
   Hladki made a very signifi-
cant in both Riley’s move to 
Seaholm and life in general.
   “She has helped my transi-
tion tremendously; she treats 
me like I’m one of her own 
kids,” Riley Annear said.
Riley looks up to Hladki, 
both as a mentor and a 
person.
   “She makes everyone feel 

so happy all the 
time,” Riley said, 
“and I’ll never forget 
that.”
    Though she has 
adjusted to America 
well, she will always 
miss Australia, her 
first home. But her 
new friends will 
keep her here as 
long as she can stay.
   “Sometimes, yeah, 
I think I want to 
move back, but it’s 
really hard to imag-
ine it because of the 
relationships that 
I have here,” Riley 
Annear said.
   Jaime Annear 
shares the same 
views as her sister.
   “My favorite part 
about America is 
probably the people, 
every one has been 
so nice and I’ve 
made some amaz-
ing friends,” Jaime 
Annear said. “For 
Riley it is probably 
the same thing. She 
has found an amaz-
ing friendship group 
and loves it.”
   Mackenzie Har-

bort is one of Riley Annear’s 
best friends. She thinks 
the world of Riley, similar 
to how Riley thinks of her 
friends.
   “Whenever she walks in a 
room she instantly bright-
ens the mood,” Harbort 
said. “Her bubbly personal-
ity always brings a smile to 
people’s faces. She is always 
smiling or laughing and is 
constantly making an effort 
to make other people happy.”
   It just goes to show that 
you can truly make anything 
of a bad situation. Whether 
you fail a test, or move a 
world away, your attitude 
can make all the difference.
   “Every once in awhile she 
brings up her old home,” 
Harbort said. “But she shares 
her experiences with people, 
that not a lot of people know 
about, and it adds major 
strength to her relation-
ships.”
   As for her transition, she 
finally feels acclimated to 
the new and strange Ameri-
can culture. Of course she’s 
never going to forget her first 
home, but she enjoys the 
new experiences she has a 
chance to live every day.
   “As much as I miss Austra-
lia, and I miss a lot of things 
about it and a lot of people 
there,” Riley Annear said. 
“The friendships I have here, 
now, I would not change for 
the world.”

Caroline Owens
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

Finding a New Home

Photo by Caroline Owens 
Annear (far left) and teammates (from left to right) Wendy Wilkin-
son, Audrey Anton, and Mackenzie Harbort, represent Seaholm 
Girls basketball on the day of their second home game.

         

When the cold winter 
months begin, people begin 
to look forward to holiday 
shopping, time with fam-
ily and strolls under bright 
lights in the streets. How-
ever, not everyone looks 
forward to this time of year. 
Oakland County’s home-
less population lives in fear, 
because when the cold creeps 
in, they have nowhere to go.
   Seaholm junior Mary 
Elizabeth Johnson and Flex-
ible Scheduling Program 
(Flex) teacher Robin Moten 
recently began working 
together on creating a team 
of Seaholm student volun-
teers to help those in need 
at the local homeless shelter 
South Oakland Citizens For 
the Homeless: Welcome Inn 
throughout this upcoming 
winter.  
   Although the final details 
are still being worked out 
between Moten and Johnson, 
it is confirmed that they plan 
on dedicating their time to 
helping those in need. 
   “We will be helping the 
homeless at the shelter every 
Tuesday throughout the win-
ter, which is when they need 
us most,” Johnson said.
The activities are not only 

limited to the classic serving 
food and cleaning, but also 
include making personal 
connections with the home-
less population at the shelter.
   “[The activities] also [in-
clude] talking to the people 
living at the shelter to offer 
emotional support,” Johnson 
said.
   Johnson wanted the com-
munity service to be more 
than something one does just 
to scribble onto their com-
munity service time sheet, 
though volunteering for this 
homeless shelter does count 
for hours.  To make sure 
that the potential volunteers’ 
hearts were in the right 
place, Johnson made sure 
the process of choosing the 
volunteer would be selective.
   “The students are going to 
be chosen through an ap-
plication process,” Johnson 
said. “The applications were 
turned in on the seventeenth 
and decisions are still being 
considered.”
   The idea grew out of empa-
thy. Johnson herself knows 
what it is like to be in need, 
and she wanted to give back 
to those less fortunate due 
to an unfortunate series of 
events.
   “When my family has had 
money problems, we had 
only gotten by because of 
dumb luck and the gener-

ous help of both our friends 
and family,” Johnson said.    
“I started to realize how 
hypocritical it was when I 
would pass homeless people 
and avert my eyes because I 
didn’t have anything to give.” 
Moten was impressed by    
Johnson’s outlook and saw 
it as an opportunity to create 

change.
   “There are, of course, 
certain dangers associated 
with taking it upon yourself 
to reach out to help people 
in rough situations,” Mo-
ten said. “Mary Elizabeth 
expressed to me that she and 
her family who had acted in 
creating these care packages 
agreed to give the people who 
they were trying to help the 
benefit of the doubt.  I was 
just floored upon hearing this 
because I am so surrounded 
by negativity.  To hear a 
sixteen year old kid saying 
something like that definitely 
made me check myself.”
   Johnson’s plan began in 
the spring of 2015, when she 
began helping the homeless 

population with her family.
    “[I] Started to make these 
care packages, basically just 
a water bottle, granola bars, 
bagels, into a paper bag to 
keep in my parents’ car for 
if we ever passed someone 
in need, or bring to people 
when I had free time,” John-
son said.

   

However, her service plan 
didn’t make it to a more mac-
ro-level until she switched 
into the Flexible Scheduling 
Program at Seaholm, where 
she was able to meet teachers 
that were willing to go out of 
their way to help.
   “The biggest step was when 
I joined Flex,” Johnson said. 
“I reached out to Ms. Moten, 
the most passionate teacher 
I’ve ever met, and she spent 
weeks of her own time 
networking to find a place 
that could help me expand 
the project.  She ended up 
connecting me with the 
South Oakland Citizens for 
the Homeless: Welcome Inn.  
SOCHWI in Royal Oak runs 
completely on donations.  It 

is a physical and emotional 
source of shelter for people 
in need.  I am really glad that 
I have the chance to work 
with them.”
   Moten and Johnson 
seemed to be the pair needed 
to make something like this 
possible.
   “As a student at Harvard, 
there is a homeless shelter 
that is part of a church com-
pletely run by Harvard stu-
dents,” Moten said. “It’s so 
amazing because at Harvard 
you have some of the most 
privileged people by what-
ever virtue, and these kids 
you don’t ever think of them 
as the folks to put away their 
privilege to help nameless 
faceless homeless people.  
In Cambridge, every block, 
every school has their own 
personal homeless resident.  
There are so many that you 
learn to ignore them and not 
treat them as humans to get 
on with your busy day.  But 
the church is a low barrier 
shelter or drop-in.  The time 
I spent there inspired me to 
want to do the same thing 
when I came to Birming-
ham.  When I taught leader-
ship outside of Flex, I did a 
unit on homeless and a few 
students really wanted to set 
up a shelter.  It didn’t work. 
Six years go by and noth-
ing comes of it until Mary 

Elizabeth.”
   Senior Natalie Leitmen 
heard about this opportunity 
and applied for a volunteer 
position.
   “I heard about it from 
Ms. Moten,” Leitmen said.   
“When she described it, 
I knew right away it was 
something I wanted to be 
part of.  I applied because it 
is such a unique and mean-
ingful opportunity.  It would 
give me a chance to connect 
with people that I don’t have 
much interaction with now.  I 
hope to develop meaningful 
relationships and help people 
that are in need any way that 
I can.  I have no fears.”
   Flex junior Pia Campbell 
hopes to get out of her com-
fort zone through volunteer-
ing at the shelter.
   “I heard about it through 
an announcement that Mary 
Elizabeth made in the audi-
torium,” Campbell said. “I 
applied because it sounded 
different and interesting; 
the only community service 
I have done has been within 
the ‘Birmingham bubble’, 
and having the opportunity 
to do something outside of 
the bubble really intrigued 
me. I hope to grow as a per-
son through helping others.  
My only fear is that I won’t 
make a big enough impact.”

Annamarie Wehby
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Mary Elizabeth Making a Change

“I would passs homeless people 
and avert my eyes because i 
didn’t have anything to give”
- Mary Elizabeth Johnson
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been producing for almost five years. 
   “I started to become interested in mu-
sic when I joined the fifth grade band as 
a saxophone player,” Baltz said. “I stuck 
with band all the way until sophomore 
year.”
  Throughout middle school, Baltz ex-
plored and studied different genres of 
music.

   

“I heard of a huge movement in De-
troit involving music like techno and 
house and the kind of stuff I liked, and 
I became really interested,” Baltz said. 
“I began to study the movement and 
researched how I could produce stuff like 
that on my own.”
   Baltz used his interest in electronic 
music as inspiration when producing his 
own music.
   “I got inspired to create music on my 
own from producers such as Golfclap, 

  Can you imagine Homecom-
ing, Sadie Hawkins, or football 
tailgates without any 
music? Seaholm High 
School has DJ Catalpa 
to thank for provid-
ing the always fun and 
tremendously upbeat 
atmospheres at these 
events.
   “He really knows 
how to make the 
crowd go crazy,” junior 
Stephanie Sills said.
   Catalpa has provided 
the music entertain-
ment at nearly eight 
school dances, and has 
also played shows all 
over the areas of Bir-
mingham, Bloomfield, 
Royal Oak, South-
field, Hamtramck and 
Detroit. Students may 
only know Catalpa 
by his presence at 
Seaholm events, but 
there is a lot more 
to be learned about 
Seaholm junior Nolan 
Baltz, the student behind Catalpa.
   When providing music for 
an event, Catalpa said that he 
plays mainly mainstream music, 
electronic music, trap music and 
dubstep.
   “The music I produce myself is 
most similar to that of UK Garage 
House and Nu Disco with ele-
ments of Detroit techno,” Baltz 
said.
   Nolan became interested in mu-
sic at a young age, and has since 

   Senior Tucker Pfaff lives for 
adventure. He travels all over 
the United States, and some-
times the world, while explor-
ing new places that boggle the 
mind. Adventure is his goal, 
but Pfaff also decides to capture 
each moment of his exploration 
through photography. 
   Pfaff began to gain an inter-
est in photography during his 
sophomore and freshman year. 
After watching his dad travel 
and photograph his expedi-
tions, Pfaff’s curiosity lead him 
to experimentation with the 
camera.
  “My dad does a lot of photog-
raphy, he’s been published and 
what not,” Pfaff said. “I think I 
just went out one day and he let 
me use his camera. I kind of got 
hooked on it.”
   Pfaff began photographing 
areas around his home, and 
the more he photographed the 
more he learned about the dif-
ferent techniques. Pfaff learned 
what he knows about photog-
raphy through trial and error, 
which he believes is one of the 
best ways to learn.
   “I’ve never taken a photogra-
phy class or taken an art class,” 
Pfaff said. “I do a lot of digital 
and I learned a little bit from 
my dad and his friend who is 
a professional photographer. 
I kind of just started going out 
with his camera and started 
figuring stuff out.”
   After Pfaff learned the ins 
and outs of the camera, he 
wanted to take his experiences 
to the next step. Pfaff is also an 
avid skier, and he went to his 
competitions fully equipped 
with his camera. After he had 
photographed some of his 
adventures, Pfaff decided to 
explore more outside of his 
known surroundings. 
   This lead him to go on road 

trips to Maine, Florida, 
Canada, Utah, Colorado, 
New York, California and 
several other locations. Pfaff 
usually plans out where he 
can go and what he will be 
able to photograph. 
   “I’ve only a couple of times 
just packed up and left in 
an hour,” Pfaff said. “That’s 
usually not my thing and my 
parents don’t like that.”
   Senior Ava Mareski, a 
close friend of Pfaff, has 
watched his photography 
skills develop over the past 
few years. They have been 
friends since the sixth grade, 
and she noticed a change in 
his personality and commit-
ment with photography.
   “Within this last year it has 
become a regular thing for 
him to travel on the week-
ends for his photography,” 
Mareski said. “It’s incredible 

to see how happy it makes 
him.”
   Although Pfaff has photo-
graphed urban settings, in-
cluding New York City, he still 
prefers to shoot landscapes in 
places like national parks due 
to the exploration that comes 
along with it.
  “I don’t like the urban set-
ting as much because three 
quarters of what I do it for is 
for the experience,” Pfaff said. 
“That’s more important to me 
than getting the shots. I like 
going on the adventures and I 
think that’s half of what makes 
it fun.”
   Pfaff typically travels with 
his father, but in the future he 
hopes he can also travel with 
his friends when he embarks on 
his photographing adventures. 
Mareski and Pfaff have been 
planning to travel together, 
and Mareski hopes that she can 

become a larger 
part of the process Pfaff goes 
through when photographing 
his experiences.
   “We have talked about it 
(traveling) numerous times 
but haven’t been able to 
make it happen,” Mareski 
said. “I am looking forward 
to making that happen soon.”
   Another close friend of 
Pfaff’s, Sebastian Fay, has 
known Pfaff since their 
freshman year. Fay has been 
interested in Pfaff’s pho-
tography experiences, but 
he claims that Pfaff always 
leaves Fay wanting to learn 
more.
   “I’m really curious about 
that kind of stuff so I check 
his website,” Fay said. “He 
never comes forward with 
it I always go and ask him 
because I’m curious.”
   “I’m really curious about 

that 
kind of 
stuff so 
I check 
his 
web-
site,” 
Fay 
said. 
“He 
never 
comes 
forward 
with it I 
always 
go and 
ask him 
because 
I’m cu-
rious.”
   Pfaff 
began 
to 
develop 
his 
name 

in the 
world of 
photogra-
phy dur-

ing his sophomore year once he 
learned the basics of the camera. 
His first form of expression was 
through his Instagram, where he 
posted photos he had taken. 
   Pfaff now doesn’t use his 
Instagram quite as much, but he 
has developed a website, tmp-
photo.com, where he upload his 
pictures for the public. 
   However, Pfaff doesn’t use In-
stagram or any other photo edit-
ing platforms to alter his photos. 
He claims at most he changes 
the color, or alters the exposure 
for long term photos.
 “It’s not that I don’t believe in 
it (Photoshop), but I do not edit 
photos much at all,” Pfaff said.
   Pfaff is not currently plan-
ning on studying photography 
or making a career out of it in 
the future. However, he plans 
on keeping his passion alive and 
dedicating time outside of his 
other commitments to photogra-

Shiba San, Carl Craig, Kevin 
Sanderson and Dubfire,” Baltz 
said. “I listened to a lot of 
Deadmau5, Skrillex, Doctor 
P., Flux Pavillion, and Nero.”
   Baltz said that him and 
a group of friends who are 
also interested in the mu-
sic producing hobby all get 
together and play the music 
that they’ve made, giving each 
other friendly suggestions and 
comments.
   “It’s a pretty chill kind of 
thing, we all just hang out and 
play music,” Baltz said.
   “Hanging out with Nolan is 
sweet,” junior and close friend 
of Baltz Olivia Tripoli said. 
“When we’re at his house he’ll 
show me a set for whatever 
show he’s doing that weekend 
or just play some new stuff 
he found that he wants to 
show me. It’s sweet because I 
get to know some new music 
as well as get a live perfor-
mance come the one and only 
Catalpa.”
   Baltz’ plans for the future 
are to continue producing 
music and having a good time 
while doing so. He views be-
ing a DJ as more of a serious 
hobby than a profession. He 
believes this unique viewpoint 
allows him to have more fun 
while producing music.
   Catalpa has received posi-
tive reviews from Seaholm 
students for the exciting vibe 
he brings to events.
   “His music is really hype,” 
freshman Kelsey McNally 
said. “It’s really great music 
to dance to, and by the end of 
Homecoming my feet hurt a 
lot.”

The Man Behind The Music
Ava Suchara
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo by Summer Benton
Baltz (pictured), also known as DJ Catalpa, has 
provided the music entertainment for Homecoming, 
Sadie Hawkins’, and football tailgates at Seaholm.
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phy. He believes his passion 
will bring him more experi-
ences and adventures.
“I do it for the memories,” 
Pfaff said. “It’s mind bog-
gling to me. I do it a lot for 
the experiences. I’ll go out 
and take a road trip and ad-
venture and see what I find 
along the way.”
   Fay believes Pfaff has the 
natural talent in the field of 
photography to combine his 
passion with a career he will 
enjoy.
  “I don’t want to see him lose 
this passion of his because 
I’m really curious about it 
and I think it’s awesome, and 
clearly he does too,” Fay said. 
“I feel like I could see him 
working for something like 
Redbull where he’s out and 
about doing stuff but it’s not 
an easy job.”
 Mareski agrees that Pfaff 
has the ability to continue 
his passion in the future. 
She believes his photos have 
impacted her and other com-
munities can as well.
 “When Tucker finds some-
thing that he loves, he de-
votes himself to it,” Mareski 
said. “Developing a photog-
raphy career this early truly 
comes to show how driven 
he is, and how far he will go 
to make his dream become 
a reality. Tucker’s work is 
inspiring to see, it’s amaz-
ing to witness how far he has 
come over the past few years. 
I know that he will continue 
to do great things in life.”
  The photographs are added 
benefits to the adventures 
that Pfaff embarks on. He 
plans on continuing to share 
his photos with the world, 
and in finding new places, he 
is finding himself.
  “My photographs are for 
me to remember,” Pfaff said, 
“and if I can share them with 
people then its all the better.”

   
Seaholm alum Eric Smith, 
recently released his debut 
extended play (EP) “Hey 
There Miss” to the public. 
Smith graduated in the 
2013 from Seaholm and 
went on to the College of 
Music at Michigan State 
University for Jazz Stud-
ies, which is where he 
decided to work on his EP.
   The EP, released on 
October 23, 2015, contains 
four songs, “Hey There 
Miss”, “I’ll Hold On To 
You”, “I Dare You” and 
“Always I Know”. The 
EP was released as a CD 
and can also be found on 
SoundCloud and Band-
camp. All of the songs 

were performed and 
produced by Smith and 
co-produced by Herschel 
Boone. Smith also asked a 
couple of his friends from 
MSU to play with him on 
the tracks. 
   “Basically I just wanted 
to record something and 
have something that I 
could give and show peo-
ple,” Smith said. “If you 
want to get gigs or move 
up, you have to be able to 
show people ‘This is what 
I do’ in order to show that 
you are serious about it.”
     Smith contacted 
Hershel Boone through a 
suggestion of a friend to 
help him get started with 
the recording process. 
   “He helped me out a lot 
because I have never done 
this before,” Smith said. 
“He helped me along with 
the ‘hows’ and the ‘whats’, 

in terms of recording.” 
   The two worked out 
of a studio in Ferndale 
that housed a grand 
piano that Smith 
wanted to use for his 
sessions. Smith was 
attending studio ses-
sions from January to 
July learning the ropes 
of producing an album 
from the guidance of 
Boone. 
   “Obviously school 
has to come first, 
but it has been and 
will continue to be a 
balancing act,” Smith 
said. “There really isn’t 
a cross over between 
recording and practic-
ing jazz at school.” 
   Smith is a piano 
major at the College of 
Music of MSU, where 

he studies alongside 
many other musicians. 
   “The really special 
thing about just study-
ing music in general is 
that from day one you 
are doing stuff directly 
related to what you 
are going to do for the 
rest of your life,” Smith 
said. “My teachers are 
great educators, but 
some of them are also 
the best in the busi-
ness.” 
   On top of going 
school and recording, 
Smith is also playing 
a gig at The Bird and 
The Bread, located in 
Birmingham, this De-
cember as a part of a 
songwriter show case. 
Smith will get to play 
three or four of his 
songs. He also hopes 
to work on releasing 

a full album in the 
future.
  One of the first times 
Smith experienced 
music was with the 
Sunshine Choir at the 
First United Methodist 
Church. He continued 
choir throughout his 
senior year. He also 
participated in the 
percussion section 
of the Seaholm band 
during his entire high 
school career. Along 
with singing and play-
ing the drums, he also 
plays the guitar. 
   “He had a reputa-
tion coming in as a 9th 
grader,” Seaholm band 
Director Tim Cibor 
said.  “He had a tre-
mendous work ethic.” 
   Smith started off 
as a percussionist in 
the Jazz Band, and 
by senior year he was 
working specifically 
with the piano.
  “Overall it was a very 
impressive CD that I 
enjoyed listening to,” 
Seaholm senior Julia 
Acciaioli said. “He is 
extremely talented and 
should continue to put 
out CD’s and pursue 
his passion for music.” 
   Acciaioli attends the 
First United Methodist 
Church and witnessed 
Smith’s involvement 
with the music minis-
tries program over the 
years. She also was in 
band with him before 
he graduated. 
   Julia Dickerson, a 
senior at Groves High 
School, also attends 
the First United Meth-
odist Church and par-
ticipated in the youth 
choir with him. 
   “I have been blessed 
to experience a part of 
his musical journey,” 
Dickerson said. “I have 
been listening to his 
tracks about every day 
for the past two weeks 
because the CD is on 
replay in my car.”

Seaholm Alum Smith 
Releases Debut EP

Kayla Lang
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of Eric Smith
Smith (pictured) released his first EP titled “Hey 
There Miss” on October 23, 2015.

     Photo by Tucker Pfaff
Landscape photo taken by Pfaff. Pfaff said he prefers taking landscape shots over urban shots because of 
the adventure that comes along with them.
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Girls XC Goes the Distance

Sports 
Briefs

Birmingham Unified Ski 
Team

Record:  Not yet played
Last Game: Not Available
Next Game: First race is on 
January 5th. 
Key Players: Tucker Pfaff 
and Stuart McNutt
Quote: “The team this year 
has the tall task of com-
peting for back to back 
championships but with 
this team I believe we can 
do it.”
- senior Tucker Pfaff

Chase Powers
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Men’s Swimming
Record:1-0
Last Match: Win on 12/9
Key Players: Liam Little, 
Michael Arpasi, Tate Oliver 
and Ryan Lawrence.
Quote: “If everyone works 
hard  we can go another 
whole season without los-
ing a dual met, bring home 
our fourth league cham-
pionship, and if everyone 
works really hard, a third 
state championship.”
-senior Len Ciemnecki

BU Varsity Hockey
Record: 1-4-1
Last Meet: Loss on 12/8 @ 
Northville
Next Meet: 12/17 @ Dakota 
Key Players: Dan Rebock, 
Rory White and Ricky 
Gibbs.
Quote: “As a team, we ant 
to win twenty games and 
also compete for the league 
championhip. We have to 
work really hard and bond 
together as a team to make 
this a possibility.”
-senior Dan Rebock

J.V Men’s Basketball
Record: 0-1
Last Match: 12/11 Loss @ 
De La Salle
Key Players: Cooper Mixon 
and Zach Ziegler.
Quote: “We are going to 
work really hard every sin-
gle day and just get after it, 
if we do that then this team 
will definetly succeed and 
go on to do great things.” 
-sophomore Justin Miller

Men’s Wrestling
Record: 0-2
Last Meet: 12/9 at Walled 
Lake Western High School.
Key Players: Kenneth Love, 
Mac Fritz, Michael Schulcz 
and Blair Boerkoel.
Quote: “We are expect-
ing to do well but we are a 
young team.”
-junior Blair Boerkoel Men’s Varsity Basketball

Record: 0-2
Last Meet: 12/11 Loss @ 
De La Salle
Next Meet: : 12/17 Home 
against Brother Rice.
Key Players:  Joe Wujciak, 
Joey Ashcraft and Cameron 
McIntyre.
Quote: “We are a young 
and Inexperienced group 
se we are going to have to 
come together as a team 
and work hard to win the 
league.” -junior Max Clark

   A dynasty at Seaholm exists 
in the form of the Girls Cross 
Country team.
   On November 7, the girls 
captured their second MHSAA 
Division I state championship 
in a row, and 
their third in 
the past four 
years.
   “It’s still 
hard to pro-
cess,” sopho-
more Rachel 
McCardell 
said. “After 
such a hard 
season we 
couldn’t be 
happier with 
the results. 
We’re all so 
proud of each 
other.”
   McCardell 
was joined on 
the state team 
by seniors 
Patty Gira-
diot and Mary 
Sanders, 
junior Audrey Ladd, fellow 
sophomores Emily Rooney 
and Kati Beckman, and fresh-
man Lily Tripp.
   “This year’s team was 
special because of its abil-
ity to adapt,” Ladd said. “We 
developed and ran as a pack 
rather than individuals, which 
allowed us to reach the times 
necessary to win the state 
meet.”
   The girls were paced by 
Ladd, who placed 8th in 
18:06. McCardell (12th), 
Sanders (14th), Giradiot 

(15th) and Rooney (41st) all 
finished in under 19:00. 
“I’m really proud of our 
team,” Giradiot said. “We 
came into the season not 
really sure where we were…
we remained motivated to 
win again even if it seemed 
unlikely.” 

   After winning states last 
year and losing a strong 
senior class, the girls were 
unsure they would be able to 
duplicate their efforts from 
2014. 
   “[Before the season] if you 
were to have told me we were 
going to win states, I wouldn’t 
have believed you,” Sanders 
said. “To have done it after 
having graduated such an 
amazing senior class is even 
more amazing.” 
   The girls mentioned how 
this year’s team was different 

from years past due to family 
type connection between the 
members of the team. 
   “The sense of community 
owwn this year’s team is dif-
ficult to match in any other 
group,” McCardell said. “Ev-
eryone genuinely cares about 
each other, and the sense of 

family pushes us to perform 
well for the rest of our team.”
   “Out of my four years on 
this team, this year’s team 
is the closest I’ve ever had,” 
Sanders said. “It allowed us to 
step outside of ourselves and 
push each other and I think 
it’s what lead to so much of 
the team’s success this year.”
   As for next season, the 
girls have their sights set on 
a three-peat, something no 
Maple sports team has ever 
been able to accomplish. 
   “The biggest key to winning 

the state meet again next year 
us maintaining and adding to 
our pack of runners,” Ladd 
said. “Three returning run-
ners are all under 19:00, but 
we will need to train at least 
two more to cross that thresh-
old as well.”
   McCardell added that the 

team’s desire to be 
successful is what 
motivates them.
    “The biggest goal 
for us now is to keep 
what we have,” Mc-
Cardell said. “The 
drive for success 
among the team is 
what helps us keep 
the program at such 
a high level.”
   As for advice on 
bringing home a 
third MHSAA Divi-
sion I title, Giradiot 
and Sanders, who 
witnessed three titles 
during their time at 
Seaholm, believe the 
team can accomplish 
any goals they set 

for themselves in the 
future.
   “Don’t worry where 

you start the season, just 
know where you want to go,” 
Giradiot said.
   Winning states three years 
in a row is not something 
that can come with great 
ease. However, the girls look 
forward to the future as they 
reflect on their past.   
   “One thing is for certain, 
and that’s that a state title is 
never easy,” Sanders said. “I 
just hope they have fun while 
doing it, I know I did, and 
that’s what made it worth it.” 

Photo Courtesy Of Rachel McCardell
The girls stand together with their head coach Jeff Devantier and accept their first 

place trophy. The state meet took place at the Michigan International Speedway.

finish top five in the state, 
and the Seaholm team ac-
complished that goal by 
finishing in fifth place this 

year.
Coach Hodgson divides the 
team into two groups a few 
weeks before league meet.       
One group of swimmers has 
achieved their state cut, and 
another group hasn’t.
   “Prior to leagues, only 10 
girls had their cuts,” junior 
swimmer Gigi Novak said.
   If a swimmer doesn’t have 
their state cut before the 

   “Conor and Scott got into 
a full on fight and we had to 
break it up,” Wujciak said.     
“Scott and Dustin also went 
at it on a different occasion, 
it gets pretty intense.”
   These feuds come as a 
result of the competitor’s 
love of the game and an 
unwillingness to lose. 
   Specifically, Ryan and 
Caspersen are known for 
their ultracompetitive 
nature.
   Wujciak has also referred 
to the duo as, “feisty.”

   
The attitude of the league is 
what separates it from oth-
er backyard games.    They 
truly believe they should all 
be college prospects, some 
of them believing they 
should be playing Division 
One football.
   Lopas, a Bloomfield Hills 
High School senior, brings 
an outside perspective into 
the league. 
   “It’s a fun thing to do ev-
ery Saturday because of the 
competition and rivalries,” 
Jonah Lopas said.
   The league itself is 
equipped with their own 
website, featuring stats and 
profiles of the players. The 
BFL also has a YouTube 
channel where the high-
lights of the league are put 
on display. 
   The games are filmed 
by Adam Klepp’s younger 
brother, William Klepp. 
William Klepp will tend to 
film about one game at a 
time due to storage space 
on his camera.
   William is compensated 
for his efforts and enjoys 
the editing process.
   The league is a good way 
for friends to interact in 
a healthy way outdoors, a 
rarity in today’s increasing-
ly screen oriented society. 
   “It’s a great way to start 
the weekend,” Wujciak 
said.
   

The Backyard 
Football League

   The 2015 
Girls Swim and 
Dive Division II 
MHSAA State 
Championship at 
Oakland Univer-
sity is an exclu-
sive event for 
high school girls 
swimming across 
the state of 
Michigan. Your 
golden ticket in? 
A state cut, or 
in other words, 
a certain time a 
swimmer has to 
swim in order to 
make the team.
   “The state cuts 
are set at a time 
based off of the 
results at the 
meet the year 
prior,” junior Al-
lie Russell said. 
“The cuts are 
set fast enough 
so only the top 
40 or so girls 
per event can 
qualify.”
   Russell swam the 100 
Breaststroke and the 200 
Individual Medley at states 
and was also in two relays.
   This year, with 18 swim-
mers and 2 divers, Seaholm 
had one of the highest 
populated state teams at the 
meet.
   According to head coach 
Karl Hodgson, one of the 
team goals every year is to 

league meet, they have one 
last opportunity to get it at the 
league meet.
   Senior Sarah Basile was one 

of those 
swimmers, 
and for her, 
getting her 
state cut was 
more of a 
relief than 
excitement.
   “Knowing 
that your 
hard work 
has paid off 
is satisfying 
and thrill-
ing,” Basile 
said. “It also 
is a relief 
knowing that 
your season 
isn’t over.”
   The state 
meet can 
also be a 
bittersweet 
event, be-
cause not 
the whole 
team is 
present.
   “It’s pretty 
exciting 

knowing that you’re someone 
who achieved something that 
not everyone else was able to, 
but it’s also sad that you didn’t 
get to experience it with the 
whole team,” Basile said.
   Since the whole team isn’t 
there, the practices leading up 
to states have a different feel 
to them.
   “Everyone gets their own 
lane, and we listen to music,” 

junior Nichole McMaster 
said, “usually Taylor Swift. 
You get more instruction 
because of the smaller group, 
I got a lot more out of the 
practices.”
   Taylor Swift declined an 
interview request for her 
opinion on the music choice.
   Novak, Basile, McMaster 
and Russell all agreed that 
the state experience is unlike 
any other.
   “There’s so much excite-
ment,” Novak said. “It’s fun 
to talk with the girls from all 
over the state if they’re nice, 
which sometimes isn’t the 
case.”
   Novak looks back on her 
time at the state meet and 
remembers most specifi-
cally the excitement from the 
relays.
   “I was so happy to be in the 
Medley Relay with Allie Rus-
sell, Haley Dolan and Linnea 
Anderson,” Novak said. “We 
got second and broke the 
school record, nothing can 
describe the feeling of look-

ing at the clock and seeing 
your goal time.”
   The excitement doesn’t just 
end with the relays. From 
the beginning of the meet 
to the end, the girls pump 
one another up before their 
individual races.

Swimmin’ Women States 2015

   While many students view 
the weekend as a time to 
escape school property, a 
particular group decides to 
stick around. Known as the 
Backyard Football League 
(BFL), the group plays pick-
up football on Maple Field 
each Saturday afternoon.
   Spearheaded by Joe Wuj-
ciak, Leigh Murray and Conor 
Ryan, the BFL was originally 
formed in 
2012. 
Founding 
members 
included 
Cameron 
McIntyre, 
Adam Klepp 
and Scott 
Caspersen. 
Later induct-
ees include 
JP Shady 
and Jonah 
Lopas, who 
entered the 
league in 
2013.
  “I have a 
blast playing 
every week-
end,” Joe Wujciak said.
   Games are played best two 
out of three, with a score limit 
of 28. There is no clock and 
teams are each awarded five 
downs from which they are 
to conduct a 40 yard scoring 
drive.
   Players play both sides 
of the game, offense and 
defense, which requiring a 
decent amount of energy if 
the players want to play at full 
capacity.
   “He was a varsity quar-
terback, a quality player,” 
McIntyre said.
  Usually the maples starting 
quarterback Leigh Murray 
plays all time quarterback, 
which means he is exclusively 
quarterback and is neutral to 
each team.
   “Rivalries basically consist 
of Conor versus everybody, 
but specifically Conor versus 
Jonah and Joe versus Cam-
eron,” Wujciak said.
   These rivalry matches occur 
because each player is allowed 
to be a so-called captain one 
week and pick the players for 
their team. The team names 
are usually a play on words, 
like the Boise State Broncjoes, 
or the Florida State Cami-
noles.
   Due to the close bonds of 
the players, who are friends 
both off and on the field, an 
enormous amount of competi-
tion is bound to happen.

Photo Created by Joe Wujciak

“States is so hype,” McMaster 
said. “Every girl is standing on 
bleachers getting amped for 
your races, and getting amped 
for theirs.”
The state meet rituals are dif-
ferent from the typical meet 
traditions. The girls attend the 
state meet feeling more like a 
family than a team, and this 
brings them closer together.
“States is the most exciting 
meet all year,” Basile said. “It’s 
different because we get to 
stay in a hotel, and eat dinner 
together, have team meetings, 
the meet itself is crazy. Some 
parents even wear matching 
outfits and coordinate cheers.”
A typical dual meet consists of 

Photo By Charlotte Hoppen
 From left to right, junior Ava Suchara, Hannah Erick-

son, and coach  Karl Hodgson.

only two team, and the swim-
mers are not as well rested 
during the dual meets as they 
are before states. At the state 
meet, each girl has prepared 
for their big moment on the 
block.
“The atmosphere is elec-
tric,” Russell said. “You have 
around fifty teams of the fast-
est girls in the state all com-
peting at once. Regular meets 
cannot compare to the hype of 
states.”
The Swimmin’ Women look 
reflect on this past year and 
are proud of their 5th place 
finish. The hopes are high as 
the girls continue to train for 
another successful season.

“States is 
so hype.”

-Nicole McMaster

Adam Klepp
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

LETS 
GO

MAPLES!

Brendan Knight
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com
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   Fall is over, 
and a 

new 

sea-
son 

of Maples bas-
ketball is upon us. In his first 
year as head coach, Michael 
DeGeeter’s squad finished 
12-11 in the 2014 season. The 
Maples have a somewhat new 
outlook this year, with only 
four returning varsity players. 
One of those players is junior 
center Max Clark.
   Clark was the lone sopho-
more on the varsity squad last 
year, and looks to build off of 
what he learned in his first 
year.

  “Being on varsity last year 
and playing against mostly 
seniors helped me become 
more aggressive and a smart-
er player,” Clark said. “The 
experience also helped me get 
used to the crowd. The crowd 
noise at the varsity level was 
way louder than anything I 
had ever played with before.”
   Clark saw a more limited 
role as a sophomore, but will 
be one of the key players for 
the team this year, starting at 
center for the Maples.
   “This year, I’m looking to 
score more and stay in the 
game longer, that way I can 
get into a flow and play as well 
as I possibly can,” Clark said.

   Head Coach Michael De-
Geeter is in his second season 
running the show for the 
Maples, and has his work cut 
out for him with an almost 
completely new group of play-
ers.
   “The speed at the varsity 

level is completely different 
than any 

other 
level,” 
DeGeeter 
said. “For our 
new players, it’s 
about becoming ac-
customed to the speed of 
the game and learning how to 
win. A key to success is learn-
ing how to get over the hump 
and win those tight games.”
   The new group of players 
won’t have a cake walk early 

in the season, as Seaholm’s 
first three games are all on 
the road, against tough teams 
Walled Lake Northern, De La 
Salle and Consortium.
   “We want to a play a good 
out of league schedule,” 
DeGeeter said. “Seaholm has 
won a lot of the games over 
the years playing poor teams. 
That does us no good. We’re 
playing tough out-of-league 
games so we can be best 
prepared for the in-league 
season.”
   DeGeeter’s main focal points 
as coach are defense and re-
bounding, and he highlighted 
those two parts of the game as 

the team strengths.
   “We’ve got physical play-
ers,” DeGeeter said. “Brazil, 
Fettig, Clark, Hardig 
and more are 
all tough kids. 
Defense and re-
bounding will 
definitely be 
our strengths. 
The key for us 

will 
be to play 
to our 
strengths.”
   This year’s 
Maples 
could have a 
very similar 
year to last 
year, but there’s 
a lot of potential 
for improvement 
with the new 
group of guys.
   “We could 
for sure im-
prove from 
last year,” 
Clark said. 
“I think 
we have 
a deeper 
team, and 
are great 
defensive-
ly.”
   The 
Maples 
opened the 
season with 
a tough loss on 
Tuesday, Decem-
ber 8 at Walled Lake 
Northern by the score of 
53 to 43.
   The Maples came through 
with a tough defensive effort 
in the first half, going into 
halftime with a lead and 
holding the Knights to only 

17 points. Less than a minute 
into the second half, senior 
point guard Joe Wujciak 
picked up his fourth foul, and 
didn’t play the remainder of 
the third quarter. The Maples 
struggled without their floor 
general, and Walled Lake 
Northern went on a run to 
take the lead in the second 
half.
   A player to watch on the 
team is sophomore Brady 
Flynn, who recorded 14 
points and 14 rebounds in 
his varsity debut.
   “The pace of the game 
was a lot different than any 
other I’ve played,” Flynn 
said. “The tempo of the 
game is the biggest difference 
between playing on freshman 

last year.”
   Flynn believes the team 
let one get away at Walled 
Lake Northern, and hopes 
to improve in coming 
games.
   “I think we could have 
played better and beaten 

Walled Lake North-
ern,” Flynn said. 
“We’ll have to handle 
pressure better in the 
future.”
  The Maples played 

their home opener last 
night against Brother 

Rice.

Maples Shoot for a Successful Season

   It is official, the winter 
season is upon us. It is time 
for the puck to drop and the 
Birmingham Unified Kings to 
start playing some hockey. 
   The 2015 team, much like 
years past, forces the Maple 
hockey players to unite with 
their cross town rival Groves 
High School. The team is a 
mix of talented, young play-
ers from both Seaholm and 
Groves.
   The BU Kings are led by 
head coach Steve Kruk. 2015 
is Kruk’s first year as the 
head coach, but he is not new 
to the Birmingham Unified 
program. Kruk served as the 
junior varsity assistant coach 
as well as the junior varsity 
head coach before being pro-
moted to the varsity job. 
    Kruk also had a lot of 
playing experience when he 
suited up for four years of 
junior hockey with the Mo-
tor City Chiefs, Wallaceburg 
Lakers, Sarnia Blast, Leam-
ington Flyers, as well as the 
Chatham Maroons. While he 
has recieved high praise from 
the players thus far, pro-
gression is what coach Kruk 
hopes to achieve.
   This years team is an 
inexperienced group led by 
captain forward Ricky Gibbs. 
Gibbs is coming back for 
his second and final varsity 
season, and intends on going 
out with his head held higher 
than  in years past.
   “You could say we are in a 
rebuilding stage with a new 
coach and guys who have no 
prior varsity experience,” 
Gibbs said.
   Gibbs believes this year’s 
team can do more than 
rebuild. 
   “We are taking this op-
portunity to do more than 
rebuild,” Gibbs said. “Our 
goal this season is to make it 

as far into the playoffs as we 
can.” 
   Another key player on the 
team is assistant captain 
and the team enforcer Devin 
Hamilton. He is focused 
mostly on all of the on ice 
aspects of the game.
   “My goal is to make the 
other team timid on the 
puck,” Hamilton said. “Some-
times you got to throw the 
body around to keep the game 
in control and protect your 
boys as well.”
   Another asset for the Kings 
is defenseman Dan Rebock, 
who has been on the varsity 
team for three seasons. He 
has experience against some 
tough competition. The all-
league football wide receiver 
is a three sport athlete and 
is ready to take on his last 
season on ice. According to 
Rebock, his approach is a no 
nonsense attitude, and like 
the other seniors, wants to go 
out with a bang.
   “Although we have an 
inexperienced group, with 
good coaching and good work 
ethic we can win some hockey 
games this year,” Rebock said.
   The Kings will not have an 
easy run at the league title 
this season as they enter an-
other year as members of the 
Oakland Activities Associa-
tion’s white division. 
   The Kings are currently 
sitting in second to last place. 
Troy High School is in first 
with an undefeated record. 
With the season still young, 
the boys from Seaholm and 
Groves are confident that they 
can turn things around.
   “So far, focus has been our 
issue,” senior Spencer Calkins 
said. “We have had bad warm-
ups that translate to bad first 
periods. We are looking to 
win our next few games to get 
out of this slump.”
   The Kings latest matchup 
was Thursday, December 17 
at 8 P.M. against Macomb 
Dakota at the Mt. Clemens Ice 
Arena.

BU Kings Hockey Preview

“The speed at the varsity 
level is completely 

different than any other 
level.”

-Mike DeGeeter
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shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com
Liam Neel
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

John Dolan
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

Senior Joe 
Wujciak tosses 

the ball during a 
game. The Maples 
hope for another 
successful season

Graphic by 

Julia Wright
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