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Locked	in	Legal	Limbo
Can public schools charge 
students for planners, gym 

uniforms and locks? A lawsuit 
against BPS seeks to find 

answers

Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief	
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Birmingham Public Schools district has 
been violating the Michigan Constitution since 
1972. 
   That’s what a proposed class action lawsuit 
filed on November 2, against the district al-
leges. 
   “They have been charging things they 
shouldn’t have been charging for years,” attor-
ney Mark Wasvary said. 
   In the official complaint, obtained by the 
Highlander, Wasvary alleges the district 
wrongly charges for gym uniforms, locks, and 
various books and planners at both Derby and 
Berkshire middle schools. 
   Wasvary and his clients, John and Laurie 
Kelly, will attempt to take BPS to Oakland 
County Circuit Court, as a class action case, to 
be tried by a jury. Currently Judge Warren is 
scheduled to hear the case.  According to court 
records, no official date has been set. 

   BPS spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson said the 
district has no comment at this time. 
   If granted, the class action case will include 
all students who have attended or who are 
currently attending either Derby or Berskh-
ire middle school if they were required to pay 
these fees.  The statute of limitations for this 
case, according to Wasvary, is six years. 
   “Some of the individual claims could be as 
little as $10,” the official complaint says. 
   However, Wasvary claims, the suit’s worth 
exceeds $25,000 collectively. 
   In addition to monetary compensation to 
those affected in the past six years, the com-
plaint requests BPS stop charging these fees 
immediately, provide an incentive for those 
who’d come forward with this complaint, at-
torney fees and costs and an order to reinstate 
grade points that were deducted when a stu-
dent hadn’t worn the required physical educa-
tion uniform.
   “It’s unfair to deduct points from something 
they were never supposed to pay,” Wasvary 
said.  
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The Bully Chronicles, a movie that documents life in the perspective of a 
bully. An actor in the film is being interviewed on camera. 
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Producers of the movie Bully Chronicles 
prepare to film a scene in a classroom in the 
B-Hall. 

Birmingham	Teachers	
Wary	About	

Coming	Reforms
Esther Seawell
Staff	Writer
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Educational Achieve-
ment Authority and Oxford 
Foundation proposals were 
not among the last minute 
lame duck legislative moves 
made late last week. However, 
the bills, initially introduced 
November 19, are expected 
to get another look early next 
year, and that’s already creat-
ing concern.
   “I think there’s a lot of un-
certainty,” said former PTSA 
president Cris Braun.
   The bill proposes changes 
to public education and edu-
cation funding. Specific parts 
of them include removing the 
boundaries between school 

districts. Without these bor-
ders, students would be able to 
move around different schools 
and the money that each pupil 
gets would follow them.
   According to Seaholm princi-
pal Dee Lancaster, a Birming-
ham student receives $13,000 
in funding. If students from 
different districts that fund 
thousands of dollars less to 
enroll at Seaholm, it’s not cer-
tain where or how the short 
fall would be made up.
   “If every student in the state 
of Michigan were funded like 
Birmingham students are, 
there would a big difference,” 
Lancaster said. “Quality of 
teacher, quality of material, 
experiences that I can give 
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Devantier	Coach	
of	the	Year

David Granadier 
Sports	Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm girls cross country 
coach Jeff Devantier has been 
named the 2012 National 
High School Coach of the Year 
for Girls Cross Country.
   He was informed on Thurs-
day, December 6 in a letter 
from David Taylor the director 
of the National High School 
Coaches Association (NHS-
CA).  He read it in complete 
shock.
   “It was an unexpected but 
unbelievable honor,” Devan-
tier said.  “Like I said, it was a 
total surprise.  It was a little bit 

humbling to tell you the truth.  
This team was so talented and 
so dedicated and I guess it’s 
kind of another award that 
this team has helped project 
us into because of what they 
did this year.  It’s amazing, 
just amazing.”
   It has been a season of 
firsts forDevantier.  For the 
first time, his team won the 
state meet and went on to 
be ranked first in the nation.  
Now, Devantier can add this 
esteemed honor to his list of 
firsts.  In fact, he is the first 
coach from Seaholm to ever 
receive this accolade.

See	Pg.	8
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Derby parents sue district charging fees for items such as gym uniforms, planners 
and locks. 
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From the steps on the Capital Building. On Tuesday, De-
cember 11 about 12,500 protestors stormed Lansing. They 
hoped Governor Snyder would not sign the Right to Work 
Bill. 

   Birmingham Education As-
sociation Executive Director 
Scott Warrow said the Right 
to Work Bill-passed by the 
legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Rick Snyder, De-
cember 11- will have a large, 
detrimental effect on stu-
dents’ education and teachers 
in the profession. 
   “The wage and benefits for 
this profession have already 
gone down substantially in 
the last several years,” War-
row said. “If it continues to do 
that it will cause people one 
to either leave the profession 

because they can’t afford to 
raise a family on that kind of 
income and people not getting 
into the profession because 
they can make money and pay 
off their bills someplace else.” 
   Governor Rick Snyder dis-
agrees.
    He said that the Right to 
Work Bill- which allows union 
members to opt out of paying 
union dues, gives Michigan 
workers well-deserved free-
dom. 
   “I have signed these bills 
into law… we are moving for-
ward on the topic of workplace 
fairness and equality,” Snyder 
said at a press conference on 
December 11. 

For continual coverage 
on this legislation visit 

seaholmhighlander.com 
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BEA:“Right	to	Work”	
Will	Harm	Education
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Max & 
Erma’s 
Set to 
Close
   Popular Birmingham eatery 
Max & Erma’s will be closing 
after over 30 years of serving 
the community.  
   “Birmingham property is 
very expensive, we pay over 
$30,000 a month.  That’s the 
highest out of any Max and 
Erma’s and we return the 
lowest income.  Corporate 
just saw that and cut us out,” 
said the restaurant’s general 
manager.   
   Max & Erma’s will be clos-
ing in early January for reno-
vations, with Stoney River 
Steakhouse soon taking its 
place.  
   The new restaurant should 
be done in mid-February, 
when training for the new 
staff will occur.  The steak-
house is expected to be open 
during the first week of 
March.  

By Caroline Filips

   Seaholm students are 
saving lives. Thanks to the 
sacrifices made at the first 
of Seaholm’s bi-annual 
blood drive on December 
11th, 2012, at least 285 
lives have been potentially 
saved.
   Students lined up all day 
to do their part for the 
community; some were 
waiting for over an hour. 
Although the process of 
removing a pint of blood 
from a person takes only 
about 10 to 15 minutes, 
people are known to 
become light headed and 
even faint.
   Over 95 students signed 
up to donate a pint of 
blood and “around 70 pints 
were raised,” Mrs. Shettel 
said. The original goal of 
this drive was about 120 
pints but after the sign-
ups they had to lower their 
goals. 
    One pint of blood has the 
ability to save three lives, 
due to the white blood 
cells, red blood cells and 
plasma within the blood. Those 
three parts of blood are essential 
to a healthy person. 
    The blood drive held on De-
cember 11th, 2012 was the first 
of two that are put on every year 
by Seaholm’s Interact Club, the 
first in December, the second in 
March. 
     The December blood drive had 
95 registered donators and 20 
volunteers. It has been going on 
for at least 15 years with the help 
of Mrs. Shettel. After all the blood 
is taken and stored, it is sent to 
the Red Cross where they ship it 
to hospitals in need. 

By Reed Powers
   

The       
Maroon 
Cross

Seaholm in the Spotlight

Kathleen Davis 
Editor in Chief-Web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

allowing filming on school 
grounds, and feels Seaholm 
could benefit from the good 
publicity, even though 
Seaholm is receiving no com-
pensation for their hosting.
   “I think there are enough 
movies filmed in Birmingham 
that people figure it out pretty 
quickly what’s going on,” Lan-
caster said. “I think it’s great 
for the students to see what’s 
going on.”
   Both Weber and Spilman’s 
respective children went 
through Birmingham Public 
Schools and their respec-
tive studied at Seaholm, thus 
why the specific location was 
chosen.
   “Basically 95% of people 
working in the movie are 
Michigan people,” Spilman 
said.
   Several Seaholm students 
have been cast in the film, ei-
ther as extras or in parts with 
speaking roles. The students 
are not being paid.
   “It’s just long days,” senior 
Jane Allen said, who plays an 
extra in the film. “You start 
around 8 [AM] and go to 6 
or 7 [PM] and sometimes 
longer.  You have to change 
into a different outfit for every 
single scene, so there’s a lot of 
running around trying to do 
things quickly so you can be 
on time for when the director 

wants to film.”
   Seaholm students interested 
in being a part of the film 
were asked to contact a mem-
ber of the crew and have their 
parents sign a permission slip.
   “It’s really interesting, 
especially when you see how 
much goes into the process 
of making a movie,” Allen 
said. “Everyone puts so much 
effort into making sure that 
each scene is perfect, even if it 
means doing it over again five 
different times.”
   The film was intended to 
be shot during the summer 
months when school was out 
of session, but lack of funding 
pushed production back to 
the winter. 
    “I hope the film does get 
picked up. I think the message 
is a good one,” Lancaster said. 
“There will be good publicity 
for Seaholm.” 
   Producers hope to screen 
the film at the upcoming To-
ronto Film Festival and Sun-
dance Film Festival, where it 
has the chance to be picked 
up there by a large produc-
tion company, according to 
Lancaster.
   “We want to change lives,” 
Spilman said. “We really 
want to see what we can do to 
help people understand the 
issue [of bullying] and come 
together to solve the issue.”

Seaholm 
Night Live

Photo By Len Ciemniecki

Co-coordinators of Seaholm 
Night Live, seniors Katherine 
Johnson and Alex Gordon, 
hosted a comedy show to 
raise money for Lancaster’s B 
to D Toy Drive. The show fea-
tured both Seaholm students 
and teachers. 

Challenge Day Returns
Kathleen Davis
Editor in Chief- Web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

   Last May, 100 juniors and 
several teachers and adminis-
trators took part in Seaholm’s 
first ever Challenge Day. Now, 
the next class of students 
will be able to experience the 
same.
   According to their website, 
the traveling program focuses 
on celebration of people’s 
differences rather than the 
judgment of them. Based 
on the popular MTV show 
“If You Ever Knew Me”, the 
jam-packed day begins with 
exercises to help develop 
trust within the participants, 
then transitions into a small 
group discussion of six to 
seven individuals, with heavy 
emphasis on opening up to 
fellow peers.
   After such noticeable posi-
tive feedback, administration 
has ordered three more 
consecutive Challenge Days, 
which will be taking place 
mid-December. 
   “We’re hoping by doing it in 
December with 300 students 
we’ll really start to see the 
change in the culture of the 
building,” Principal Dee Lan-
caster said.
   “Even though it was the end 
of the school year, Challenge 
Day raised awareness to 
common feelings and experi-
ences the students shared,” 
guidance counselor Rebecca 
Rossen said. 
   The program is known for 
being an emotional experi-
ence for participants, particu-
larly as the day progresses.

   “I felt it was really effective 
and moving if you wanted it 
to be,” senior Emma Kuslits 
said. Kuslits was a participant 
in last year’s Challenge Day. 
“If you were prepared to be 
honest and realized that oth-
ers wouldn’t be judging you, 
you got a lot out of it.”
   The after-effect of last year’s 
Challenge Day sparked a 
visible attitude change with 
the students who chose to 
participate, most notably the 
“Family of 2013”, the coming 
together of this year’s gradu-
ating class. 
   “I thought it was really 
organized and a great time 
to connect with the Class of 
2013,” Will Sheehan, another 
participant said. “I think it’s 
really great they’re bringing 
it back for the next group of 
kids.”
   According to counseling 
staff, Challenge Day can bring 
to light some very private 
personal issues in an indi-
vidual’s’ lives, but confidenti-
ality is a key factor in keeping 
the bonds created. However, 
administrators suggest those 
who may be suffering from 
serious issues they’ve exposed 
during the day to seek coun-
seling help.
   “Students tend to feel 
comfortable sharing their 
feelings and emotions with 
their peers, once trust has 
been established,” Rossen 
said.“We hope more students 
will see the benefit of seeking 
out counselors and other staff 
members in the building after 
they experience Challenge 
Day.”

Photo By Adrian Jara
An actress from The Bully Chronicles is films a faux interview for the film crew. 

   Thanks to some ambi-
tious Michigan filmmakers, 
Seaholm is getting Hollywood 
status.
   The school is a central com-
ponent of the independent, 
documentary-style film “The 
Bully Chronicles”, written and 
directed by Amy Weber and 
produced by Jeff Spilman. 
The small budget film aims 
to give a different look at the 
commonly dissected issue of 
bullying.
   According to their official 
website, the film follows the 
story of 16 year-old girl who 
lands in a coma after a failed 
suicide attempt. After much 
digging from investigators, it’s 
shown that she was severely 
bullied by one tormentor. It’s 
then discovered that the bully 
has demons of her own.
   “We’re really looking at 
bullying different than most 
other movies do,” Spilman 
said. “It’s not focused on the 
bullied, but the bully.”
   The film is being shot en-
tirely in the Birmingham area, 
with scenes taking place in 
local restaurants and a nearby 
hospital. Due to the crew’s 
tight budget, the school and 
actors are not being paid.
   Principal Dee Lancaster said 
she was never hesitant about 

Students Panic Over Shortened Break
Kathryn Pelton
Staff Writer
kpelton@seaholmhighlander.com

Troy Breaks Ground on New Transit Center
Victoria Khederian
Staff Writer
vkhederian@seaholmhighlander.com

  With the addition of the new 
Troy Transit center, cur-
rently under construction, 
the Seaholm community will 
now have easier access to rail 
travel to surrounding Midwest 
cities. 
   The new station will be 
located behind the Target and 
Kroger shopping center, at the 
corner of Maple and Coolidge. 
     According to a September 
2011 Troy City Council meet-
ing presentation, not only will 
the new transportation hub 
offer train services, but it will 
also offer a bus system, along 

with shuttle and taxi services. 
   City officials say that these 
upgrades will help the Amtrak 
users have an easier time get-
ting to where they need to go 
instead of using other meth-
ods of transportation.
   “I not only think that the 
multi-modal transit center 
is a good idea, I believe it is 
an economic necessity for 
southeastern Michigan,” said 
Robin Beltramini, former 
City Council member of Troy.  
“Detroit is the largest met-
ropolitan area in the nation 
without integrated, reliable, 
and frequent transportation.”

   He is unsure at this time how 
far back the district would be 
required to reinstate these de-
ducted points. 
   “Remains to be seen in re-
gards to gym grades,” Was-
vary said. 
   Jim MacKay, a parent of a 
current Derby student and of 
one recent Derby graduate, is 
not concerned about paying 
for a required gym uniform. 
   “I [don’t] have an issue with 
it,” MacKay said. 
   Freshman and Derby gradu-

ate Delanie Flynn agrees with 
McKay, as she said the re-
quired gym uniforms didn’t 
bother her. However, her par-
ents had a different view. 
   “It did irritate my parents 
that they had to pay for plan-
ners and gym uniforms at a 
public school,” Flynn said. 
   According to Wasvary, Bir-
mingham Public Schools has 
yet to respond to the allega-
tions. He said they expect an 
answer the week of Monday, 
December 17. 

   The parking lot is emptier 
than usual on the first day 
back from winter break. By 
8:20 the parking lot is still 
not filled to the brink like 
usual, and classrooms will be 
emptier than the average day.  
If the results of a Highlander 
survey hold true, this could be 
the scene at Seaholm, Thurs-
day, January 3.    
   Thirty five percent of the 
100 students surveyed said 
they don’t plan on attend-
ing school January 3 or 4. 
The reasons given for these 
absences are pre-planned 
vacations or they simply don’t 
feel like attending the two day 
week.  
   With a shorter than usual 
break this year- ten days as 
opposed to last year’s 14 day 
break- students say they are 
either starting break early, 
coming back late, or doing 
both.  
   Junior Emma Yanakiev is 
one of the students who said 
she won’t be there on either 
Thursday or Friday after 
break. Her absence will be 
due to a vacation.   
   “I think it was pointless for 
the schools to shorten our 
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break,” Yanakiev said. “A lot 
of people plan their long vaca-
tions for this break specifically 
because it’s the longest.” 
   Last year’s winter break 
started Monday, December 19 
and school resumed Tuesday, 
January 3. This winter break 
starts Monday, December 
24 and resumes Thursday, 
January 3, making it a shorter 
break and only a two day 
week. 
   In 2007 the calendar was 
the same, with December 24 
being a Monday and January 
3 being a Thursday. Classes 
resumed on Wednesday, 
January 2, instead of that 
Thursday. The break was 
shorter. However, the school 
week was three days, allowing 
for more learning to occur. 
   Students on vacation say 
they won’t be coming back 
until later that week for many 
reasons. Some families want 
to stay on vacation through 
the weekend and for others 
it’s cheaper to fly and stay 
in a hotel through the week. 
Some homes only rent out to 
vacationers for a full week, 
starting Saturdays. 
   Yanakiev said she doesn’t 
believe that a lot of learning 
will occur anyways.
    “Teachers don’t really 

have time to teach anything 
in those two days anyway,” 
Yanakiev said.  
   Yanakiev isn’t the only one 
who believes that learning 
won’t occur on those two 
days. Out of the students 
surveyed, 82 percent said they 
believe that these two school 
days won’t consist of any 
learning. However, according 
to a survey sent out to teach-
ers, of the 32 teachers who 
responded, 79 percent plan to 
carry out normal class work 
on those two days. 
   The absences, however, 
could become a problem. Ac-
cording to Principal Deanna 
Lancaster, at least 75 percent 
of students have to be in at-
tendance district wide for it 
to be counted as a school day. 
If less than 75 percent of stu-
dents were to attend school 
that Thursday or Friday 
Lancaster does not know what 
would happen, because this 
has never occurred in the past 
years and the decision would 
not be up to her. It’s possible 
that day may not be consid-
ered an actual day of school. 
   This could be a district 
wide issue, since attendance 
is based on the number of 
students who go to school in 
all the Birmingham schools, 

not just Seaholm, according to 
Lancaster.  
   “We’re hoping that the 
elementary schools will carry 
us,” Lancaster said.
   If more than 25 percent 
of students don’t show up, 
Lancaster isn’t certain what 
would happen.
   “I’m not sure if it would 
count as a snow day or if we 
would have to make up a day,” 
Lancaster said. 
   Students who plan to at-
tend school those days aren’t 
happy about the prospect of 
possibly having to make the 
day up. 
   “That would be awful if we 

had to make up a day after 
break because not enough 
people showed up,” senior 
Anna Hardig said. “Our break 
is shorter this year and we 
didn’t have any snow days last 
year and still didn’t get out of 
school any earlier.” 
   Currently, nothing is set in 
stone about what actions will 
be taken. 
    “We’ve tried not to even 
think about it in hopes that 
we have enough because 
that’s a lot of students that 
would have to miss, but we 
know that it will be very 
lightly attended,”   Lancaster 
said. 

Photo By Taylor Wyllie
On Thursday, January 3 students return after a 10 day 
break. Many kids are not planning on attending these days. 
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A recent bundle of proposed educational reform bills is drawing attention across the state.  The plan, proposed by the conservative Oxford Foundation and cham-
pioned by House Republicans, consists of bills HB 6004, HB 5923, SB 620, and SB 1358 and seeks to make sweeping changes and revamp education in the state 
of Michigan.  The Highlander takes an in-depth look at what each bill hopes to accomplish and what they could mean for Birmingham students, Birmingham 
teachers, and Birmingham itself.

A Plan For Reform

Create an account on 
ReplayIt.com and upload 
your pictures to the 2013 
Seaholm Piper Yearbook

HB 6004 & SB 1358 HB 5923 SB 620
These bills seek to create an entity called the Educa-
tion Achievement Authority (EAA).  The EAA would 
serve as a statewide school district separate from all 
others.  Its powers include seizing unused school 
buildings, exemption from laws and quality measures 
of standard public school districts, and the ability to 
force the sale of non-public or EAA schools.

This bill seeks to create new types of online and 
charter schools.  The EAA would have the authority 
to create these new types of schools but many of them 
would be unavailable to public school districts with-
out chartering them.
A charter school is a school that receives public fund-
ing, exempt from the rules placed on public schools.

This bill would enable the 5% lowest-achieving 
schools to be converted to charter schools.  Parents or 
teachers would then be able to petition for the desired 
reform model.
The latter half of this bill has led to it adopting the 
name of the ‘Parent Trigger’ bill.

else,” said Birmingham Edu-
cation Association, the teach-
ers’ union, President Scott 
Warrow.
   An additional concern is the 
lack of evidence supporting 
the effectiveness of the pro-
posals.
   “The Educational Achieve-
ment Authority has been oper-
ational for only three months, 
with no data to support its effi-
cacy, not even first semester’s 
report cards,” Braun wrote in 
an article for the Birmingham 
Patch.
   Ohio has recently made some 
educational changes, and that 
is the closest thing to compare 
the proposals to.
   “Ohio has done some of this, 
but truly they’ve protected 
their teachers,” Lancaster 
said. “There’s been more of a 
union stance there.”
   Besides an extended period 
of time to test the proposals, 
Braun is worried that they’ve 
been written without any in-
put from superintendents, 
school boards, administration, 
or teachers.
   “I’ve never considered myself 
a conspiracy theorist,” wrote 
Glass in an open letter. “This 
package of bills is the latest 
in a yearlong barrage of ideo-
logically-driven bills designed 
to weaken and defund locally-
controlled public education.”
    “Education in the hands of 
non-educators is a problem,” 
Braun said.

you, all of those things play a 
big role in it.”
   These bills have created a 
feeling that state legislatures 
do not respect locally-con-
trolled public education dis-
tricts.
   “Lack of fundamental re-
spect will ensure that the most 
talented professionals either 
leave the profession or refuse 
to enter it altogether,” Super-
intendent of Bloomfield Hills 
Schools Robert Glass wrote 
December 8 on his blog Glass 
Half Full.
   And with fewer teachers, 
there will be a decrease in stu-
dents who hope to go into edu-
cation.
   “A lot of teachers are walking 
around with a target on their 
back,” Seaholm Social Stud-
ies teacher Scott Craig said. 
“I mean, who is their right 
mind would go into a profes-
sion that’s being constantly at-
tacked?”
   For the teachers who stay, 
things will be different. An in-
crease in students could make 
it harder for kids to learn and 
a decrease in students would 
result in teachers only work-
ing part time.
According to Craig, teacher 
layoffs, reduction of staff, and 
the fact that the district won’t 
know from trimester to tri-
mester how many teachers to 
hire are potential problems.
   “I think there would be a tre-
mendous flight of educators 
out of schools into something 

($15,000) you can’t attend 
Seaholm.  That goes away 
with the bills.”
   Students whose parents 
are residents of Birmingham 
are not required to make this 
payment.  If the bills were to 
pass, Birmingham residents 
would be held to the same 
expectations as non-residents.  
In a November 27th letter, 
Superintendent of Birming-
ham Public Schools Daniel 
Nerad argued that this would 
stir up financial problems for 
the entire district.
   “Public schools have been 
inadequately funded for 
several years now,” Nerad 
wrote.  “These proposals don’t 
address our financial con-
cerns, and further erode our 
financial base.”
   According to Lancaster, the 
reason behind this concern 
relates to Seaholm’s tuition.  
Were Seaholm to become a 
school of choice, the discrep-
ancy between tuitions paid 
by Birmingham residents and 
non-Birmingham residents 
would fall as additional finan-
cial stress on taxpayers, and 
the collective difference could 
be millions of dollars.
  To this effect, Nerad urged 
Birmingham residents to con-
tact state legislators regard-
ing the bills.  Bill Ballenger, 
editor of Inside Michigan 
Politics, told the Highlander 
that the bills are effectively 
dead for this year.  However, 
next year’s legislature session 
might see these bills into law.

   No proposal could make 
changes to Birmingham Pub-
lic Schools without directly 
affecting student’s day-to-day 
lives as well.  The four pro-
posed bills, in their efforts to 
restructure Michigan public 
education, are no exception to 
this rule.
   Bills HB 6004 and SB 
1358 seek to create an entity 
called the EAA.  Among many 
other powers, the EAA would 
fundamentally alter the way 
in which Michigan public 
schools enroll students.
   Robert Glass, the Superin-
tendent of Bloomfield Hills 
Schools, is concerned that the 
nature of EAA-backed schools 
will have consequences for 
students.
  “These schools are exempt 
from the same laws and qual-
ity measures of community-
goverened public schools,” 
said Glass in a November 
28th open letter.  “Selective 
enrollment/disenrollment 
policies will likely lead to 
greater segregation in our 
public schools.”
   The EAA-backed schools 
would be schools of choice, 
unlike Seaholm.
   “We are not currently a 
school of choice,” Seaholm 
Principal Dee Lancaster said.  
“That means that if you live in 
Bloomfield Hills or Troy and 
you want to attend Seaholm, 
then unless you pay tuition 

   Nerad is not alone in his con-
cern that housing and busi-
ness properties in Birming-
ham may take a hit.  Carolyn 
Lanyi, a real estate agent with 
Cranbrook Realtors, shares 
this sentiment.
   “I think people are very 
concerned about the school 
systems their children attend 
and that people move into 
Birmingham because of the 
school system,” Lanyi said.  “If 
they thought it was going to be 
diluted in any way by non-Bir-
mingham residents, I think it 
would affect the housing mar-
ket.”
      On the other end of Nerad’s 
concerns are that businesses 
in Birmingham would see 
detrimental effects as a result 
of the bills falling through.  
However, Lori Rondello, a 
coordinator with the Princi-
pal Shopping District, says 
that businesses are capable of 
weathering the storm.
   “There’s always the pros and 
the cons when the changes 
come down the pipes,” Ron-
dello said.  “There probably 
will be some who will not do 
well, but others may do very 
well.”
   Birmingham businesses are 
no stranger to resident chang-
es within the community.  
   “The downtown district wel-
comes new residents all the 
time,” Heiney said.  “New resi-
dents create a more vibrant 
area.  We hate to say goodbye, 
but we understand the natural 
turnover.  Birmingham is a 
strong community.”
   

   Whenever changes are made 
to public education, the effect 
on students and school faculty 
members are immediately vis-
ible.  However, there is also a 
third party affected by such 
changes, and it is often taken 
for granted: the community of 
Birmingham itself.
   John Heiney, the executive 
director of the Birmingham 
Principal Shopping District, 
attributes this to the synergy 
of the city with its school dis-
trict.
   “We have always felt that the 
downtown area is closely tied 
to the district,” Heiney said.  
“The businesses feel in gen-
eral that a strong and thriving 
school district is important for 
the whole community.”
   The potential benefits and 
detriments conferred on the 
district by the four proposed 
bills will have a direct effect 
on Birmingham’s community.  
Some, including Superinten-
dent of Birmingham Public 
Schools Daniel Nerad, are 
concerned that the harms will 
outdo the goods.  Nerad ar-
gued against the proposals in 
a November 27th open letter 
to district parents.
   “Schools serve as a commu-
nity hub,” Nerad wrote.  “A 
public voucher-type system 
would change how school dis-
tricts are viewed in your com-
munity. Over the time, these 
changes will affect our prop-
erty values.”

Superintendents Slam Bills Business as Usual, but Home 
Values Could Be on the Line

Kendall Hitch
News Editor
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com

Connor Park
Community Editor
cpark@seaholmhighlander.com

Teachers
Cont. from page 1
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Man on the Street:
What are you looking forward to doing over break? 

“I’m going to Flordia.”  
-Sophomore Stacia Bokos 

“Sleeping in!”  
-Senior Kevin Kristopik  

“Spending time with my family.”  
-Junior Elizabeth Quigley 

   What could possibly make a tablet better? 
Combine it with a console to create a complete-
ly new experience.
   Nintendo’s new console, the Wii U, uses cut-
ting edge gaming technology to do this, result-
ing in a new twist on gaming: players can now 
use a tablet controller, called the GamePad, to 
operate the system.
   The GamePad provides new options that 
game developers never could access before. 
Games can now avoid annoying menu screens 
and put all the options on the touch screen, 
leaving the action on the TV.
   The accelerometer built into the controller 
also allows for motion play, similar to the Wii 
(Nintendo’s last console).
   Nintendo decided to sell two variants of the 
system: The Basic Set for $299.99 and the De-
luxe Set for $349.99. The Deluxe Set comes 
with 32 gigabytes of memory (four times that 
of the Basic Set), a new game titled “Nintendo 
Land”, and it is a shiny black color (the Basic 
Set is white). It also contains a charger and 
stand for the GamePad.
   “Nintendo Land” features 12 smaller games 
that are designed to showcase the console’s 
features and allow for Asymmetric Gaming.
   Asymmetric Gaming is basically multiplayer 
where players have uneven roles in the game, 
providing interesting results, for up to five 
players at a time. For example, the game “Pik-
min Adventure”, in “Nintendo Land”, has one 
player use the GamePad and controls the cap-
tain of the team. The other players use Wii Re-
motes to control the first player’s troops. 
   With an asymmetric set-up, new types of 
multiplayer games can be produced that never 
have been attempted previously.
   Using two different types of controllers 
among players gives a large amount of freedom 
and creativity in co-operative and competitive 
play.
   The Wii U also features better online than 
previous consoles. It has a main “hub world” 
called Miiverse where players can message 
each other, video chat, and help each other 
in the games. There is less lag in online play, 
along with additional options that make online 
less tedious.
   This new technology will revolutionize how 
popular game franchises are created. “Call of 
Duty” will be able to use the GamePad to ef-
fortlessly control multiple characters at once 
or change weapons with one tap of the stylus.
   The “Super Mario Bros.” series will be able 
to transfer all game play to the Game Pad or 
use it to display power-ups, maps, and score 
information.
   Racing games can use the GamePad as a 
steering wheel (using motion controls) or just 
to display the racetrack. 
   All of these features are executed effortlessly 
and seamlessly. The GamePad is utilized mas-
terfully and does not distract from game play in 
the slightest. It is used in intuitive ways, such 
as being used to move the game play from the 
TV to the GamePad screen, allowing another 
person in the house to use the TV.
   There is no lack of quality titles already avail-
able for WIi U. “New Super Mario Bros. U”, 
“Zombiu”, “Assassin’s Creed III”, “Rayman 
Legends”, and “Scribblenauts Unlimited” are 
all out today. In the near future, the Wii U 
will also be getting “Pikmin 3”, “Super Smash 
Bros.” (not official title), “The Legend of Zelda” 
(not official title), and “Dragon Quest X”.
   With such a variety of titles for the system, it 
is clear that Nintendo is trying to capture every 
type of gamer. However, Nintendo has stated 
that they would like to win back the “hardcore” 
audience.
   The Wii U has high potential, and will set 
standards in gaming for years.

Thumbs Wii 
Up

Staff Editorial
   In the past, winter break has lasted upwards 
of 14 days. This year, however, it will be dif-
ferent. 
   Due to placement of New Years Day, classes 
will resume on Thursday, January 3, after only 
12 days off of school. 
   This has caused an uproar in the student 
body, as students complain about a shortened 
vacation and a so called pointless two day 
week.  
   However, students are disregarding the posi-
tive aspects of returning three short days ear-
lier than last year. 

   The two day week will allow students to ease 
back into early mornings, long class periods 
and the confusion of everyday lessons- all part 
of their normal school routine. By the following 
Monday, which leads into a full week, students 
will have already forgotten about their days off 
and have jumped back into the swing of things. 
   Academics aren’t always on students’ minds 
when it comes to the length of breaks. How-
ever, with 18 days off of school, not counting 
possible snow days, second trimester has a dis-
advantage. Trimesters leave minimal time for 
in-depth learning already; adding long-breaks 
will only be detrimental when it comes to stu-
dent learning. This is particularly true for AP 

students, who are forced to learn all they need 
to know by the beginning of May.   
   Students also need to remember, Birming-
ham is in the minority when it comes to hav-
ing a mid-winter break, a break only six weeks 
after classes resume. This week-long break in 
February in unique to select states in the Mid-
west and it’s truly a luxury. With Martin Luther 
King Day, MME testing and the occasional late 
starts, there are plenty of days off throughout 
the second trimester. 
   In reality, these two more days of school 
won’t kill anyone. 
   So relax who knows, maybe we will even catch 
a snow day.

Luke Sperling
Staff Writer 
lsperling@seaholmhighlander.com

Little Hobbit Scores Big
Connor Park 
Community Editor
cpark@seaholmhighlander.com

    A classic tale of high fantasy and adventure, 
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey certainly 
lives up to its name.  The first in the trilogy 
that will adapt J.R.R Tolkien’s The Hobbit to 
the silver screen, The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey establishes a golden standard for the 
remaining two films and is nothing if not a 
journey of storytelling excellence.
   The movie tells the tale of Bilbo Baggins, por-
trayed by Martin Freeman (“Hot Fuzz”), as he 
recounts the story of his grandest adventure. 
His story begins sixty years in the past, when 
he is approached by a wandering wizard known 
as Gandalf the Grey.  Gandalf, played by Ian 
McKellen (“X-Men”), tricks Bilbo into hosting 
a meeting of a band of thirteen dwarves, led by 
Richard Armitage (“Frozen”) as Thorin Oaken-
shield.  The greatly annoyed Bilbo is persuad-
ed by Gandalf and the dwarves to accompany 
them on a quest to reclaim their home in the 
Lonely Mountain, Erebor, after the dwarves 
recall the story of their exile: a great fire drake 
called Smaug had destroyed the stronghold 
and forced all of the dwarves to flee.  Thorin is 
determined to reclaim the city as he is next in 
line to the throne.  
   As the story unfolds, the group encounters 
many great perils.  Each situation that pres-
ents itself to the company of dwarves is en-
tirely dangerous and yet retains a light-hearted 
feel.  Humor is a critical feature of the movie, 
and it is seamlessly woven into the plot.  At 
one point, the party faces death at the hands 
of three mountain trolls who wish to eat them.  
The trolls are remarkably stupid and their at-
tempts to catch Bilbo are most humorous.  
When they succeed in capturing Bilbo and the 
dwarves, Bilbo’s attempts to outwit them are 
nearly ruined by the equally-gullible dwarves, 
who require a jab from Thorin to avoid foiling 
Bilbo’s plan.  The dangers faced by the group 
rarely lack some form of comedic element, 
retaining the warm sentiment of a children’s 
story.  
   The story is not afraid to poke fun at itself, but 
at the same time is able to handle very serious 
situations in a very serious manner.  The Hob-
bit captures a perfect balance between the seri-

ous and the silly - a rarity, as many other films 
favor one extreme of the spectrum.    During 
the dramatic confrontation between Thorin’s 
dwarves and a pack of orcs headed by a pale 
orc with a vendetta against Thorin, there is no 
humor to be had.  The battlefield is ablaze due 
to a stalling tactic by Gandalf, and the pale orc, 
who detests Thorin for besting him in a fight 
many years previous, does battle once more 
with Thorin.  The fight was a nail-biter for the 
ages, and its conclusion saw the point at which 
An Unexpected Journey will leave off to its 
2013 sequel.  
   The Hobbit also features a good balance be-
tween exposition and raw action.  The begin-
ning of the film contains a large amount of 
backstory, which provides for a rather slow 
start.  However, the information becomes cru-
cial to the remainder of the story, and when 
the plot picks up it is quite superb.  The pac-

ing of the story after this point is good and it 
is sprinkled with high-quality, high-tension 
action scenes for good measure.  The battles 
throughout the film have a very realistic feel, 
from Smaug’s violent pillaging of Erebor to the 
battle of wits shared between Bilbo and a mys-
terious cavedwelling creature called Gollum.  
   Peter Jackson, who also directed the three 
The Lord of the Rings films, has taken an ex-
cellent first step in establishing Tolkien’s The 
Hobbit in cinema.  The Hobbit: An Unexpect-
ed Journey is well worth the price of a ticket, 
be you an avid Tolkien fan or a first-timer to 
the entire series.  Jackson’s excellent direc-
tion takes Tolkien’s legendary storytelling and 
breathes fresh life into it.

3.5 stars out of 4.  MPAA rated PG-13.  Run 
time 169 mins.  

Photo Courtesy Of James Fisher 
James Nesbitt as Bofur, Martin Freeman (front) as Bilbo Baggins, Stephen Hunter as 
Bombur, Graham Mctavish as Dwalin, William Kircher as Bifur, and Jed Brophy as 
Nori in the fantasy adventure “The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey.” 

By Lenny Terterian 

Don’t Be Broken Up Over Short Break
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Nicole 
Sarvis Takes 

Harvard 
by Storm

Molly Force
Student Life Editor
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

   Studying at Harvard is just 
a dream for many, but it’s re-
ality to Seaholm grad Nicole 
Sarvis.
   As a sophomore at the highly 
regarded Harvard University, 
Sarvis is taking courses in 
bio-chem, romantic literature, 
sociology, and French with 
a concentration in Human 
Evolutionary Biology. She is 
also hoping to get a secondary 
minor in Visual and Environ-
mental Studies with a focus on 
Studio Art.
   As hard as that sounds, Sar-
vis says she’s doing great.
   “Coming in, I didn’t know 
what to expect,” she said. “I 
guess I was pretty nervous 
about classes and the work-
load. In that aspect, my pro-
fessors last fall all proved to be 
much more kind and person-
able than I expected them to 
be, the workload was manage-
able, and the atmosphere was 
much less competitive than I 
had imagined.”
   Seaholm teacher Barbara 
Harte, who taught Sarvis AP 
Government, believes that she 
was on the right path since the 
beginning.
   “She was a very engaged stu-
dent, she really cared about 
participating in class and 
she had strong opinions on 
things,” said Harte. “Enthusi-
astic is probably the best de-
scription of her.”
   Harte’s advice for Sarvis is 
simple: stop worrying.
   “I think a lot of students, es-
pecially really talented ones, 
especially a kid who ends up 
at Harvard, you’re no slouch,” 
Harte said. “Someone told me 
last year when I was stressing 
about something that 95 per-
cent of everything we worry 
about never happens. So if she 
could just keep that in mind, 
and keep the stress level down, 
she’ll be healthier and happier 
in the long run.”
   Harvard University and 
Princeton University re-
mained tied for the top spot in 
this year’s list of Best National 
Universities in the 2013 edi-
tion of the U.S. News & World 
Report Best Colleges. Harvard 
is known for its world-class 
faculty, high-level research, 
state-of-the-art facilities, and 
free tuition for students from 
families with modest income.
   Sarvis was so stunned when 
she was accepted to the num-
ber one school in the country 
that she thought she might be 
dreaming.
   “There were thousands of 
students who applied, and all 
of these students were incred-
ibly talented,” she said. “I nev-
er really thought that I would 
be part of the 6.2% that was 
accepted, so the night I got the 
email informing me that I got 
in, I was afraid to go to sleep 
because I thought if I did, I 
would wake up only to find out 
that it was all a dream.”
   Her mother, Deanna Sarvis, 
feels the same way.
   “We both cried,” Deanna 
Sarvid said. “We were in shock 
and it was very emotional. We 
both cried when she got in and 
it was a really huge moment.
We were both thrilled and our 

whole family was thrilled for 
her.”
   The only downside that 
comes with Sarvis going to 
Harvard is the distance from 
Michigan.
   “It is hard for her to get 
home. Last year she only came 
home twice. She came home 
at Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas,” Deanna Sarvis said. “It 
is tough because flights are ex-
pensive. Her grades have been 
good and she’s adjusted really 
well. Sometimes she does get 
homesick but I think that’s 
normal.”
   When comparing Seaholm 
and Harvard, Sarvis says, the 
level of commitment is much 
higher and she spends an 
average of about one to two 
hours studying for each class 
every night.
   “The main difference is the 
amount of work. The same 
things that we would spend 
three or four weeks learning at 
Seaholm, we cover in about 30 
minutes here. However, I feel 
Seaholm prepared me exceed-
ingly well for Harvard, espe-
cially when it came to writing 
essays.”
   Harvard doesn’t just include 
rigorous academics. With over 
400 official student organiza-
tions including extra-curricu-
lars, co-curricular and athletic 
opportunities, students are 
active beyond campus. During 
Sarvis’ freshman year at Har-
vard, she was invovled with 
the First Year Social Commit-
tee which planned the dances 
and other social events and 
she later became a member 
of the sorority Kappa Kappa 
Gamma. In the Spring, she 
walked on the women’s varsity 
crew team for a few months. 
This year, Sarvis has been fo-
cusing on her job at the Har-
vard Museum of Natural His-
tory, where she works as the 
Event Assistant.
   Making new friends at Har-
vard has been a big part of her 
experience as well.
   “I have met so many in-
credible new people. While at 
Seaholm, I never would have 
dreamed of having the oppor-
tunity to be friends with people 
from such different places. For 
example, my roommates, who 
are some of my closest friends, 
are from Florida, Puerto Rico, 
China, Wisconsin, Kentucky, 
and Georgia, and they are all 
incredibly nice, intelligent, 
fun and driven,” Sarvis said. 
“Hearing us all talking togeth-
er in the dining hall is always 
pretty funny because we all 
have such different accents.”
   As far as career choices go, 
Sarvis still is unsure because 
there are too many things she 
would like to do.
   “I just want her to be happy,” 
Deanna Sarvis said. “Whatev-
er she wants to do, I just want 
her to be happy.”

Tis the 

Photo of Courtesy Of Sydney Alexander

Junior Syndey Alexander works as an elf at Santa’s 
Castle at the Somerset Collection mall in Troy. 

Claire Denison
Staff Writer 
cdenison@seaholmhighlander.com

    In Santa’s Castle, at Troy’s 
Somerset Mall, there are usu-
ally five golden haired crying 
children, four Santa clauses, 
three elves from Seaholm, two 
angry parents and one scary 
boss.
   But instead of the traditional 
12 Days of Christmas, these 
Seaholm elves begin their 
holiday festivities in early No-
vember.
   Junior Sydney Alexander 
and seniors Graham Watts 
and Danielle Beauregard all 
help run Santa’s Workshop, 
on the ground floor of Somer-
set’s North Pole.
   “My job is to give away small 
toys to the kids after they see 
Santa,” Beauregard said.
   Beauregard’s job requires 
her to wear a medieval 
townsperson’s costume, in-
cluding a long burgundy skirt 
with a bonnet-like hat and an 
apron, as she passes out small 
toys to kids. 
   Others’ jobs at the castle, 
however, may not be as fun.
   Alexander spent much of her 

December eight shift turning 
down parents and their chil-
dren to see Santa, an upsetting 
task that, she said, goes along 
with her job. 
   “It’s sad today. A lot of peo-
ple want to see Santa, but we 
gave our last pass away eight 
hours ago,” Alexander said. 
“They were really upset.”
   Watts said he has come a 
long way from where he was 
four years ago. He has been 
a longstanding elf at Santa’s 
castle and usually sees 50-60 
kids on a slow day and on bus-
ier days 120-150 kids.
    “I started my freshman 
year. My sister got me the job 
through our church,” Watts 
said. “I was at the position of 
greeter then.”
   While on the job, Watts 
said he has experienced many 
things, whether it is screaming 
kids, momzillas, or a pair of 
lovebirds.
   “We do have those kids that 
scream bloody murder,” said 
Watts. 
   Some toddlers refuse to see 
Santa, while others are hap-
piest when asking for things 
from the legendary toy giver.

   “Some kids are absolutely 
terrified of Santa, which makes 
my job that much harder,” Be-
auregard said.
   While Watts and Beauregard 
don’t appreciate the screaming 
children, they said the control-
ling moms are much worse.
   “This one mother came up 
and requested a time and she 
was not very happy when we 
told her there was no more 
time slots available,” Watts 
said. “So she went to the con-
cierge and ended up writing 
an angry three paged paper 
towards the castle.” 
   With less than two weeks 
until Santa closes his castle, 
Watts said he is bound to ex-
perience a few more traumatic 
events like this. However, the 
job does have its perks that 
bring everyone back to what 
the holidays are really all 
about.
   “There are usually a couple 
proposals on stage. Last year 
there was one,” Watts said. 
“He had all of his friends and 

family hide behind this cur-
tain on the stage and he was 
going to come up with his 
girlfriend and he had the ring 
in a stocking and he was go-
ing to give it to her as a pres-
ent. 
   Then, Watts said, Santa an-
nounced “I have a surprise 
for you but you have to close 
your eyes”.
   “At that time all of the 
friends and family came out 
with cameras and when she 
opened her eyes he was down 
on his knees in front of her 
and she said yes,” Watts said.
   Although there are propos-
als and terrified children, it’s 
all parts of the job. Watts 
said his co-workers are what 
spread curiosity, one in par-
ticular draws quite a bit of at-
tention.   
   “I like Santa Claus.” Watts 
said, “Sometimes parents will 
come up and ask for a certain 
Santa, but there’s only one 
Santa Claus.” 

Santa’s 
Seaholm 
Helpers 

For an uncut version of this story 
see seaholmhighlander.com

Courtesy Of Nicole Sarvis
Sarvis with two friends before formal last year in Annen-
berg, Harvard’s freshmen dining hall famous for its architec-
ture, which resembles something out of Harry Potter.

Student Takes Center Stage

Sumer Ghazala 
Staff Writer 
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com
   Pacing his breath, left foot 
first, then right, he looks up 
and sees the limelight shining 
center stage. His heart begins 
to race; the rush of anxiety 
can’t be controlled. 
   Now he stands in circle with 
the other cast members. As 
they sing in harmony, Part 
of Your World, he notices his 
strategically placed water bot-
tles on each side of the stage, 
and he’s ready to go.
   He is now center stage, belt-
ing his heart out. 
   Senior David Gretchko has 
been involved in performing 
arts since the second grade.
   “Middle school is when it 
really hit,” Gretchko said. “I 
started doing the community 
theater and the school show.”
   Summer programs further 
developed Gretchko’s inter-
ests in the arts.
   Horton Hears a Who was 
Gretchko’s first big perfor-
mance. While guarding a little 
speck of dust that contained a 
whole world of people living 
inside, an elephant – Horton – 
finds a purpose in his life. Dur-
ing this play, Horton wasn’t 
the only one who learned a few 
things. 
   Gretchko discovered his life’s 
biggest passion: the theater.
   “It was by far one of the best 
roles that fit me,” Gretchko 
said. “That was when I decided 
that I needed to do this profes-
sionally.”
   Going on from there, 
Seaholm became a new adven-
ture in which Gretchko knew 
he was ready for.
   “I’ve been watching Seaholm 
musical for a while,” Gretchko 
said, “because I live so close 
by. I’ve always looked up to it.”
   When Gretchko first began 
his high school career, the mu-
sical became one of his main 
objectives.
   Seaholm Choral and Spring 

Musical Director Laurie Frick 
said “he joined choir his fresh-
man year and I’ve been work-
ing with him ever since.”
   “Today Mrs. Frick is my 
mentor.” Gretchko said. “I was 
in shock when she’d tell me 
I’m too loud or not to get a big 
ego now. Today we’re the best 
of friends and she told me she 
did that freshman year just to 
make me humble.”
   Gretchko emerged himself 
into the several art opportuni-
ties at Seaholm High School. 
   “Most kids are into physi-
cal sports,” Lisa Gretchko – 
Gretchko’s mother – said, “but 
this is his sport.”
   Between the singing group 
Sea, choir, and the spring mu-
sical, Gretchko learned to bal-
ance the arts along with scho-
lastics.
   “It’s all really about schedul-
ing your time,” Gretchko said. 
“I make sure not to over exert 
myself.”
   Field Day is another huge 
part of Gretchko’s involve-
ment at Seaholm. 
   Both junior and senior year, 
senior Johnny Mullen took 
charge of Field Day floor show 
with Gretchko and three other 
classmates. 
   “He’s very blunt,” Mullen 
said, “even though he gets 
feisty sometimes it’s hard not 
to love. Our group had a great 
bond and Field Day was a fun 
experience.”
   And now, the Spring Musical 
is Gretchko’s next prospect. 
Gretchko recently got the lead 
in Seaholm’s upcoming Fid-
dler on the Roof. 
   Junior Sara Kmiec has 
known Gretchko since her 
freshman year. This year she 
was casted in the Spring Musi-
cal with him.
   “He likes being the center of 
attention, but not too much,” 
Kmiec said. “He’s a modest 
diva. It’s fun working with him 
on the play.”
   “I think he’ll bring light to 

the role,” Lisa Gretchko said, 
“playing Tevye will also help 
enlighten David. I’m prepar-
ing to be that mom who will 
cry at every show.”
   Being a part of the musical 
and choir are activities that 
Gretchko cherishes. The mem-
ories he makes and the people 
he meets are irreplaceable. 
   “My first day in Sea, David 
was the only one who talked to 
me and was really nice,” fresh-
man Hunter Williams said. 
“He’s actually really funny.”
   Senior Cece Barron has 
done Field Day, choir, and the 
Spring Musical with Gretchko 
for four years.
   “He’s very talented,” Barron 
said. “He’s definitely made me 
a better actor just from all his 
experience.”
   Gretchko’s experiences 
stretch across a wide variety 
of extracurricular activities. 
French Woods Summer Camp 
of New York has really helped 
develop Gretchko in his per-
formance skills.
   College is the next hurdle for 
him. The auditions are just an-
other opportunity in Gretch-
ko’s eyes.
   “My favorite part is audition-
ing because I think it’s so fun 
preparing new material for 
colleges” Gretchko said.
   Two different types of audi-
tions are unified or regular. 
Regular entails a whole day on 
campus whereas unified audi-

tions linger over three to four 
days.
   Gretchko said, “unified works 
better for me but I’ll have to 
miss a week of school. I’m au-
ditioning for the University 
of Michigan, and that one I’ll 
definitely do on campus.”
   From college to his future, 
Gretchko knows what he 
wants and plans on staying 
true to his passions.
    “Gretchko is very particular 
in what he likes,” Barron said, 
“he’s flamboyant and very 
strong-willed in everything 
he does. He’s a natural born 
leader.”
   Williams agreed.
   “He has a big voice along 
with his big personality,” Wil-
liams said, “he’s bound to be a 
star.”
   An actor, singer, dancer, di-
rector and costumer. Gretchko 
is capable of it all, but where 
do most people see him in 15 
years?
   “Directing on Broadway,” 
Frick said.
    “Broadway,” Mullen said.
    “New York, maybe Broad-
way,” Barron said.
   “Broadway,” Kmiec said.
   “Easily Broadway,” Williams 
said. 
   “Broadway is in his future,” 
Lisa Gretchko said.
   Gretchko knows what he 
wants and he has every ambi-
tion to get there.
   “He’s grown up,” Frick said. 
“He has matured and grown as 
a leader.”
   Lisa Gretchko said, “Da-
vid once told me, ‘mom, I’m 
a performer because this is 
what I do best, this is what I’m 
good at.’ From then on I knew 
that he was focused on his 
dream.” 
   By the end of his perfor-
mance, Gretchko walks off 
stage and he looks to his fel-
low cast members. With a cue, 
they all line up on stage, the 
curtains begin to rise, as does 
Gretchko’s heart rate – his fa-
vorite part is about to happen.
   The crowd begins to applaud 
the musical family. Gretchko 
notices his mother and father 
in the mass. With a look of ap-
proval, he can’t hold back his 
smile.

Photo Courtesy Of David Gretchko 
Gretchko [center] played “Nicely-Nicely Johnson” in Seaholms musical Guys and Dolls last 
spring. His extensive musical experience makes him a hopeful for Broadway in the future.

Photo Courtesy of David Gretchko

Gretchko performs on stage as Ronald at Frenchwood’s festival of 
the performing arts.
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The image is painted so clear-
ly already.  A towering inferno 
ravages the cityscape as hu-
manity’s greatest achievement 
– civilization – comes to an 
abrupt ending.  Huge, cata-
clysmic storms besiege the 
desolate landscape, destroy-
ing all in their path.  
Society has all but collapsed.  
Deranged savages wander the 
streets, having reverted to 
primal instinct.  They murder 
and steal as they see fit, and 
the only thing slowing them 
down is competition from the 
other survivors.  
The planet is consumed by 
fire and destruction; there 
are mass extinctions on every 
level.  Humanity’s power-
ful machinery comes to a 
grinding halt with nobody to 
operate it – that is, of course, 
the machinery that has not 
turned and joined the robot 
apocalypse.  
The date is December 28th, 
2012.  It has been one week 
since the world ended.
This is how ridiculous the 

Connor Park
Community Editor
cpark@seaholmhighlander.com

Apocalypse now? Yeah, Right
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:
How  are you preparing for December 21st?

“I’m not doing any home-
work, not studying, and party-
ing. I’m making sure I have 
fun.”   

-Sophomore Brooks 
Dixon

human imagination can be-
come when a rumor becomes 
popular.  All this nonsense 
about the world coming to an 
end any time soon is just that: 
nonsense.  
Two things are certain: hu-
mans the world over will wake 
up on December 22nd, 2012 
quite relieved and survival 
nuts the world over will wake 
up that same day severely 
disappointed.  
The idea that there will be 
some world-ending catas-
trophe on such an arbitrary 
date is beyond absurd.  There 
is absolutely no evidence to 
support any of the numerous 
theories that have caused gull-
ible folks everywhere to dread 
the date that is so close by.  
The theories themselves don’t 
even deserve that title.  They 
are nothing more than rumors 
and folklore about a common 
theme that got thrust into the 
limelight because of panic.  
The same thing happened 
in 1999 with the Year 2000 
Problem, and just look how 
that turned out.  
While conspiracy nuts, 
doomsday preppers, and good 
ol’ gullible Joey Everyman 

were busy stockpiling the 
nuclear bunker, the rational 
and educated were chuckling 
silently in the corner.  Talk 
about déjà vu.  
So, spoiler alert, the world 
will not end December 21, 
2012.  
The most famous story going 
around is that the Mayan 
Long Calendar has been 
calculated to end December 
21, indicating that they had 
predicted that the end of the 
world would occur.  Ignor-
ing the fact that this theory 
suggests the Mayans were 
never wrong about anything 
(because every ancient civili-
zation that has ever been was 
never wrong about anything), 
that is in absolutely no way an 
indication of imminent disas-
ter.  The calendar simply ends 
there; there is no mention of 
a disaster occurring.  The Ma-
yans used a calendar system 
nothing like the ones we know 
today.  Saying that their world 
calendar’s end means the end 
of the world is like saying that 
the world will end on January 
1st, 2013 because American 
calendars for the year 2012 
end on that date.  

5 things you should know about your impending doom
Most people are widely aware that the Mayan calendar stops on December 21st, raising questions about the end of the world. Here are 5 suggestions to prepare yourself for the apocalypse.

Stocking up on food is a must. According to 
the website Practical Preppers, non-perish-
able foods, such as peanut butter, nuts, and 
canned foods will last for several months. 
Packaged water is also a good investment in 
case clean water is difficult to find.

Zombies may be scary, but with the right 
tools you’ll have the upper hand. Guns can 
attract attention to your location, instead try 
a blunt object or knife. The popular National 
Geographic show Doomsday Prepper’s web-
site sells defensive Swiss Army Knives.

Being in shape is a must. From outrunning 
zombies to battling accomplices gone rogue, 
your body’s condition is directly related 
to your survival. Visit Mr. Carleton in the 
Seaholm weightroon to kickstart your 
fitness.

Have an apocalypse party! Watch the world 
end in style, surrounded by family and 
friends. Junior Emily Mclogan plans on 
“living up these next few weeks,” and “party-
ing,” she tells the Highlander.

If these are really your last few days on 
Earth, spend time with the people important 
to you. McLogan tells the Highlander she 
plans on missing school on the 21st to spend 
the day with her sister.

That theory is by far the most 
popular, but there are a few 
others.  One brave soul con-
structed a method of inter-
preting the Chinese I-Ching 
in a manner that coincided 
with numerous famous events 
in history.  That’s right: this 
man had the ability to pre-
dict things that had already 
happened.  In addition, a lost 
work of the famous Nostrada-
mus implicated that a series 
of solar eclipses suggested the 
world’s death to fall between 
the 1990s and the 2020s.  
Ignoring that this could mean 
any date in that time period, 
it’s widely known that many 
of Nostradamus’ “predic-
tions” have been labeled so 
dubious or flat-out incorrect 
by historians that there is ab-
solutely no reason to say that 
Nostradamus is any more of 
an expert on the world ending 
than Patrick Star is. 
I invite everyone to prepare 
for the impending apocalypse 
as best you can.  Be sure you 
buy lots of food and other 
necessities for the coming 
months of hardship, because 
in the long run all it will do is 
save time grocery shopping.

“I’m planning on doing things 
I’ve never done before. I will 
go bungee jumping and sky-
diving for the first time.”  

-Junior Jeff Bowman  

“I’m going to plant plants 
and do crazy things with my 
friends.”  

-Senior Sasha Kaura

Would YOU Survive the Apocolypse?

“I’m not. I’m going to a party 
though.”

-Freshman Abbey 
Parsons

Would YOU Survive the Apocalypse?

Photo-graphic by Ben Bishop
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If you spend $25 or 
more to �ll up your 
tank, you get a FREE 
12oz Co�ee Beanery
co�ee or cappuccino! 

Now o�ering
pizza slices!! 2 for $3!!

¢99 any slurpee
or fountain drink,
any size through 
January! 

Mobil Gas Station
1065 East Maple Road

Birmingham, MI, 48009
(248) 258-2000
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BU Varsity Hockey
Record: 4-3
Last Game: @ Utica Steven-
son W 11-4
Key Players: Adam Susala 
and Zach Taylor
Quote: “We’ve had some 
good games and played 
our game but we have also 
had some where we were 
off our game and didn’t 
play BU hockey.  However, 
so far the season is looking 
promising”- Adam Susalla

BU Junior Varsity 
Hockey

Record: 3-2
Last Game: @ Stoney 
Creek L 7-3

Key Players: Dillon Sand-
erss , Jack Stempien, and 
Carl Banerian

Boy’s Varsity
 Basketball 

Record: 3-0
Last Game: @ Brother Rice 
W 53-45
Key Players: Paris Bass and 
Brandon Yousif
Quote: “We like sports, and 
we don’t care who knows. 
From shooting hoops to the 
superbowl,” [Grade] [Posi-
tion] [Player Name] 

Girl’s Varsity 
Basketball

Record: 3-1
Last Game: W Lahser 50-40
Key Players: Grace Ken-
nedy and Kaija Pack

Boy’s Varsity 
Swimming

Record: 2-0
Recent Meets: W @ Roch-

Erik Adams, and Tim List
Quote: “For a team of only 
three seniors, we are doing 
very well and the future 
looks promising”- Sam 
Gomez

Varsity Maple 
Motion Dance Team
Last Competition: Chip-
pewa Valley High School 
Competition.  First place 
in Hip-Hop category and 
third in Poms category
Next Game: January 6 @ 
The Southern Michigan 
Dance Challenge
Key Players: Mallory 
Mareski, C.J. Young, and 
Andrea Lloyd
Quote: “This season has 
been a lot better than the 
seasons past due to our 
new coach and a more 
positive outlook”- Mallory 
Mareski 

ester Meet and W @ Troy 
Meet
Key Players: Alec Girdler 
and Mathew Wolkhammer
Quote: “We’re going to 
try to earn every victory 
and we are looking re-
ally strong this year” - Max 
Gomez 

BU Varsity Figure
Skating

Last Competition: @ Royal 
Oak
Next Competition: January 
8 @ Detroit Skating Club
Key Players: Carmen 
Presser took gold in 
Scratch Spin and Sit Spin.  
Stephanie Rosin took Gold 
in Backspin.

Boy’s Varsity 
Wrestling

Record: 3-1
Last Game: @ Groves W 
45-25 
Key Players: Sam Gomez, 

Cross Country’s Devantier Named National Coach of the Year
   “To this point in my coach-
ing career after 25 years, I’ve 
never gotten any honor quite 
like this, never had a team 
finish quite like this, never 
had a team with this much 
talent, never had a team win 
a state meet before,” Devan-
tier said.  “So there has been 
a lot of firsts this year.”
   Devantier’s team had to 
outrun three of top ten teams 
in the country to win the divi-
sion one state championship.  
This achievement landed 
the Lady Maples at the No. 1 
spot in the country and made 
Devantier a clear candidate 
for the award.  
   For the girls on the team, it 
is easy for them to tell why he 
was chosen.
   “He’s extremely motivation-
al,” senior Elaina Brown said.  

“He completely believes in all 
of his runners and makes us 
believe in ourselves.”
   Still, Devantier gives credit 
to the girls on the team for 
winning the award.
   “Well I think I’ve been say-
ing it pretty much all year,” he 
said.  “First of all, there’s just 
an awful lot of talent on this 
team.  It’s a team that I don’t 
think the state of Michigan 
has ever seen before as far as 
talent goes; the depth of the 
talent, the amount of talent up 
front was amazing.”
   Devantier credits the team’s 
leadership.
   “Not only did we have 
fantastic captain, four seniors 
that just did an unbelievable 
job, but we also had another 
twelve girls on that team 
that were seniors who were 
on the team for three to four 
years and they held this team 

together.”
   This spring, Devantier will 
be among the 22 high school 
coaches chosen from across 
the country to be presented 
his award at the High School 
Sports Hall of Fame Museum 
in Easton, Pennsylvania.  
   This award is a culmination 
of Devantier’s excellent track 
record at Seaholm, and his 
school is proud of everything 
he has accomplished.

   “While this year has been a 
great year and everybody here 
at the school is very happy 
for Coach Devantier and the 
young ladies on the team, 
I think this award is really 
more symbolic of his entire 
career and success over a long 
period of time,” athletic direc-
tor Aaron Frank said.

Photo By Ben Bishop
Senior Paris Bass jumps past Franklin defenders for a lay up and 2 points.  Bass has been the leading scorer for 
the team since the beginning of the season.

BU Hockey Starts 
Season 4-3
David Granadier
Sports Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of  John Chateau
The BU varsity hockey team holds their trophy after win-
ning the Thanksgiving Tournament.

   The Birmingham United 
hockey team made it to over 
.500 on Monday, Decem-
ber 10, after beating Utica 
Stevenson 11-4 at the Great 
Lakes Ice Arena.  Hat tricks 
from senior captain Adam 
Susalla and junior Luke 
Braun helped the team to put 
Utica away.  
   The 4-3 Kings are led by first 
year varsity head coach John 
Chateau.
   “I think any time that you’re 
starting the season out, the 
coach is going to change what 
he does a little bit here and 
there,” Chateau said.  “I think 
a lot of our guys had to adjust 
to the speed of a varsity game 
and the physical contact, but I 
think the group is really com-
ing together and we’re getting 
better with each practice.”
   The team is in the middle of 
a three week road trip, their 
longest of the season.  So far, 
their away record is 2-2. 
    December 8, the Kings fell 
to Farmington 4-1 with their 
lone goal coming from Sus-
alla.  One week earlier Sat-
urday, December 1, the team 
lost a tight game to Utica 
Eisenhower 6-4.  Junior Tom 
McLeod had two goals.
   November 29, BU started 
their trip with a key league 
game against Clarkston at the 
Detroit Skating Club and left 
with a decisive 5-2 victory.  
Senior Michael Madigan had 
two goals and seniors Zach 
Taylor, Adam Susalla, and 
Kenny O’Hanlon (Groves) 
each added another.
   “We started off well with 
a big win against Clarkston, 
the first time we’ve beat them 
in seven years,” Susalla said 
about the team’s road games.  
“But we had a rough next two 

games and we are hoping to 
finish the away streak with 
some strong wins.”
   Groves senior goaltender 
Jacob Saroli also played a 
big role in the Clarkston win 
with 42 saves.
   “Jacob Saroli, who is our 
goaltender, has done very 
well and we look for a lot out 
of him for the rest of the sea-
son,” Chateau said.
   Another highlight to the 
season was their first place 
finish in the Thanksgiving 
Tournament at Birming-
ham Ice Arena.  The Kings 
crushed Avondale 6-1 and 
Waterford Mott 5-1 to win 
the trophy.
   With a first year coach, and 
young players, the Kings are 
still coming together as a 
team.
   “We have a lot of young tal-
ent and we are a fast team 
so I think we can move the 
puck around=d and do some 
damage,” senior defenseman 
Mark Deacon said.
   “What we’re trying to cul-
tivate in our team is a team 
concept,” Chateau said.  “I 
don’t think it’s so much of 
a positional or person wise, 
I think that the strength of 
our team is the family at-
mosphere and the commit-
ment that our players have 
to each other whether they’re 
Seaholm or Groves students.  
So, I think the strength of our 
program is our work ethic 
and the group.”
   Chateau has high expecta-
tions for his first year.
   “My goals are for us to im-
prove every day,” he said.  
“One of our main goals is 
competing for the OAA Red 
Championship.  That’s our 
goal, to win the OAA Red, to 
perform well to at the show-
case we’re playing in Tren-
ton, and have a good showing 
come playoff time.”

Photo Courtesy Of Cie Brown
Devantier’s reaction the Maples winning the Division 1 state 
championship.

Three in a Row

Guard Paris Bass 
Leads Maples Past 
Livonia Franklin, Hazel 
Park, and Rice 
Reed Powers
Staff Writer
rpowers@seaholmhighlander.com

   The boy’s varsity basketball 
team is off to an undefeated 
3-0 record. With the help 
of the returning seniors, 
the team has blown by their 
early competition and have 
high hopes for the rest of the 
season. 
  Returning players include 
senior guards Paris Bass, 
Brett Houghton, Brandon 
Yousif, and junior center Karl 
Marback, all of whom were 

key players on last season’s 
team.
  Their last game, a 53-45 win 
over Brother Rice, December 
11, gave the Maples their sec-
ond straight victory over the 
Warriors. With this win, the 
Maples were able to continue 
their winning, even without 
home court advantage. 
   With 7:05 left in the fourth 
quarter, Bass electrified the 
crowd when junior Joey 
Nagridge connected with him 
with pass from half-court 
that Bass turned into a one-

handed-alley-oop to put the 
Maples up 41-33.  
   December 7, the Maples 
easily took care of Hazel Park 
with a 68-57 win. Junior 
guard Jeffery Bowman came 
up strong with seven points 
and three rebounds. 
   The home opener a 65-60 
win against Livonia Franklin, 
December 4, was the Maples’ 
first win of the season.
   Last year, the Maples fin-
ished with a 13-8 record. With 
this year’s talents, they have 
even higher expectations. 
   “We had a better season 
than expected. We weren’t 
as talented last year as we 
are now” coach Andrades 
said.  “We should be pretty 
good. We are in a pretty tough 
conference but we have a lot 
of talent.”   
   The players on the team 
have high hopes for this 

season.
“Finish with an over .700 
record and win the division,” 
junior forward Aaron Collins 
said. 
Some players even have aspi-
rations of “winning the league 
title,” senior guard Brett 
Houghton said.
   With the Maples coming off 
a hot win against Rice, they 
have a lot of momentum that 
they are looking to bring with 
them to a home game against 
Oxford on January 18. 
   Another big game will be 
against cross-town rivals 
Groves on January 8. 
   “This year’s tough games, 
as always are Groves and 
Brother Rice,” varsity head 
coach Jose Andrades said. 
“Also Lasher and Lake Orion, 
who are two of the best teams 
in the state.”

Cont. from page 1  Maples Cross 
Country Timeline

Oct. 18: Won OAA Red 
Championship

October 27: MHSAA Divi-
sion 1 Regional Champi-
ons

November 3: Division 1 
state championship

November 4: No. 1 nation-
al ranking

December 6: Jeff Devanti-
er awarded National High 
School Coach of the Year 
for Girls Cross Country.
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