
   Birmingham Public Schools administration said they have no plan to censor 
The Seaholm Highlander and had invited students to help create the district’s 
publications policy.  
   Deputy Superintendent Paul DeAngelis was quick to tell The Highlander staff 
that their rights would not be infringed upon by any new policy during a lecture 
he gave on December 7. 
   “I’m here to tell you that I’m going to make sure that I protect your first 
amendment rights and the rights that you have to publish a newspaper the same 
exact way you are publishing it now,” DeAngelis said. “There is no expectation 
from me or the superintendent or from anybody else that we’re going to change 
the way you are currently doing things.”
   DeAngelis also explained the leadership role that select newspaper students 
would be taking in the policymaking process.
   “I always recognize the students involved in the school newspaper as a student 
leadership group,” DeAngelis said.  
      Ben Harwood, adviser for The Highlander welcomed the opportunity to join 
the administration in updating the policy plan for the paper.
   “For the staff and for the future of the paper we have an opportunity to col-
laborate on a relatively unique process,” Harwood said.   “I can’t imagine many 
other staffs have the same opportunity or the same type of respect afforded to 
them by their administration.”
   The co-editors in chief, Lanie Barron and Josh Cohen, echoed Harwood’s 
sentiments.  
 “I am excited about being a part of the policy making because I know it is going 

to affect future generations of the 
paper,” Barron said.

   Cohen was concerned about the 
approach that the district is taking 
regarding the new policy, but found 
the new information to be very 
positive.

   “Initially, there was a lot of specula-
tion surrounding where the district 
was going to go policy wise and 
what changes may have been made 
to the way we run the paper,” Cohen 
said.   “Hearing DeAngelis talk 
about the district’s stance on the 
policy change both cleared things up 
very well and gives me respect for 
how open the district is with us.”
   Adam Goldberg of the Student                 

Press Law Center (SPLC) was also 
impressed by the effort the administration is taking to include students in the 
policy-making process. 
   “I’ve never heard of administration asking for student input [regarding student 
publication policy changes],” said Goldberg. “That is sort of encouraging.”
   Barron, Cohen, Photo Editor Lindsay Boeckl, and Opinion Editor Mari Ma-
noogian are the representatives from the Highlander who are on the committee 
to update the policy.
   Harwood is looking forward to the seeing the long term benefits that a taking 
collaborative approach on policy building will bring.
   “It’s a fantastic opportunity for everyone involved,” Harwood said. “Selfishly 
for me as a teacher, it provides a valuable teachable moment.” 
  The team of students will be meeting with the Harwood, staff from Groves, 
and various administrators to discuss the policy on January 8, 2010.  
   The idea for the change in policy has been initiated by NEOLA, or the North-
eastern Ohio Learning Association, a company that services the Midwest, hired 
by Birmingham Public Schools to design policy and bylaws for the district, as 
well as design the student handbooks.  
   In the spring of 2009, after some issues regarding student journalists in Indiana 
schools, NEOLA looked at revamping the student publications and productions 
bylaws that have been standard for much of their clientele base since the late 
1980s.  Birmingham Public Schools has not adopted a new policy regarding 
student publications since 1987.
   “[NEOLA wasn’t] looking to change your existing practice…They were 
looking to develop options that would allow you to pick one of those four to 
match your current practice for a publication,” said DeAngelis.
   DeAngelis contends that the student publications operate under the limited-
purpose public forum, and the mismatch between practice and policy is some-
thing the administration is looking to clear up.
   “We need to make sure that practice and policy align,” said DeAngelis.
   Another issue that was addressed was the concern surrounding the chance that 
the administration at Seaholm could have a personnel change and what would 
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   Seaholm and Groves students were invit-
ed to participate in a forum on December 9 
where they were given the opportunity to ask 
questions and give suggestions concerning 
BPS’ recent financial hardships. However, 
some students felt their voices were not heard. 
   The student forum was one of many com-
munity conversations that BPS has held since 
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BPS staff now must choose 
between tossing extra electronics 
or paying to keep them

tarting Monday, January 4, Seaholm teachers will have to choose 
between keeping extra appliances for a price or getting rid of them 

altogether.
   In light of recent fiscal problems, Principal Terry Piper says the district had no 
choice.
   “The district is experiencing some significant financial challenges, mainly 
because the state of Michigan is not funding education properly.” Piper said. “So 
many districts are looking at ways to cut costs.”
   “When we didn’t have to worry about finances, we figured okay, whatever 
they cost we can just cover that as a district,” Piper said. “But now, you know, 
we’re looking for every possible way to save money.”
    Currently, the total price for utilities for the district is around $5 million, the 
majority of which comes from electricity costs.  
   “Our goal would be whatever we can achieve in savings in terms of utility 
costs,” Birmingham Board of Education President Lori Soifer said. “It’s impor-
tant to achieve savings that will help with our overall budget.”
   A recent inventory of the building revealed that there are currently over 280 
appliances, including space heaters, microwaves, and small refrigerators, among 
other things.
   School employees will be given the choice between taking the appliance home 
or keeping it for an annual fee.
   If an employee chooses to keep an appliance and pay for it, the appliance will 
be marked with a green dot. Starting when school gets in after winter break, all 
devices must have a dot.
   “If the custodians or I or anybody happens to see a space heater or a refrigerator 
without a green dot, then we will mention to the person that they either have to 
pay for it or take it away,” Piper said.
   “It’s the administration’s job to enforce the policy,” Soifer said. “Obviously 
principals have a key role and obviously teachers in every building and staff in 
every building, it’s up to them to take the first step in terms of if they’re going to 
take that appliance home or if they’re going to pay to be able to use it.”
   Each appliance has a specific annual price, ranging from $26 for a radio to 
$151 for a full-size refrigerator.
   “For those of us who need a little fan when it gets stuffy, it’s not really all that 
expensive,” Social Studies Department Chair Barbara Harte said.
   Harte added that it is a welcome change, considering the district’s past 
policies regarding energy conservation.
   “There was a time when they said ‘you can’t have any of these 
things in your room’ and banished it all, and now, at least 
they’re giving you an option,” Harte said.
   According to Piper, teachers will have a number of 
ways to pay the fee.
   “They can write a check to the school district or 
they can also do a payroll deduction,” 
Piper said.
   While staffers will have

 to pay for 
personal appliances, equipment in 
staff lounges will 
remain cost-free.
   “The staff lounges include all the listed appliances, and there’s no charge for 
teachers and staff to use them in the lounges,” Soifer said. “And then there are 
other areas within the building depending on need where there would be no cost 
for appliances, but that’s determined at the building level with the principal and 
with the teachers and the staff.”
    The plan was initially brought to the board as a recommendation from the 
administration. In May 2008, policy concerning energy conservation was ap-
proved, and approval of regulations for building operations followed in March 
2009.
   “All the buildings were evaluated and looked at and they brought it before us,” 
Birmingham Board of Education Trustee Geri Rinschler said, “and we said that 
if the numbers were that high and the savings are significant, we would support 
this, because electricity is the majority of our costs of all our utilities.”
   Rinschler said a number of other districts, including Troy and Novi, have 
similar programs. 
   In addition to saving the district money, Piper stressed the impact the program 
will have on the environment.
   “Obviously if we have significantly less than 280 appliances all drawing 
electricity, then as a high school, and an organization, we’re decreasing our 
footprint,” Piper said. “We’re becoming greener, so to speak.”
   Overall, Piper believes that the program will have a positive effect.
   “My expectation is that as an organization we become greener, and more 
environmentally sound,” Piper said. “In addition to that, we’ll also be saving the 
school district some [money].”  
   Flex teacher David Reed-Nordwall says that he knows from experience the 
effects that the program will have. 
   “I myself went through a pretty tough financial time when we lost an income, 
and the first thing we did was cut monthly expenses,” Reed-Nordwall said. 
“[Pay-to-plug] would be the same deal…it’s what you do. If not running lamps 
allows us to keep instruction level tops, let’s teach in the dark if that’s what we 
need to do.”

recent statewide cuts on education have the 
district facing a deficit of nearly $19 million 
in the next year. The December 9 meeting in 
the Groves Little Theatre was the first meeting 
where BPS students were asked for their ideas 
on how to cut costs.
   “[Students] are the reason that all of us do this 
job every day, so we are asking you, what do 
you think we should do,” John Dean, BPS As-
sistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
told students at the forum.
   “We really want to be able to add the student 

perspective to the discussion,” said Deputy 
Superintendent for Educational Services Paul 
DeAngelis.
   However, some Seaholm students were 
voiced their dissatisfaction with the outcome 
of the forum.
      “I was kind of under the impression that 
the people running the meeting were just kind 
of there to be there and be able to say that they 
spoke to kids and had a conversation, when 
really they were just there to lecture us,” said 
Seaholm senior Devon Martin.
   “They believe that there were a lot of stu-
dents that had ideas but the manner and tone 
in which they were speaking to us wasn’t very 
conducive to us speaking out,” said Seaholm 

senior Calla Glavin.
    Martin was disappointed by the lack of con-
versation at the meeting.
      “The way they structured it wasn’t really 
an open discussion,” said Martin. “It was just 
them stating the facts, kind of giving us an op-
portunity to talk, but it wasn’t structured in a 
way for everyone to brainstorm together.”
    Seaholm senior Jake Drutchas also expected 
more discussion at the meeting, but was glad 
to have attended.
   “I wanted more of an open dialogue where 
we could ask questions and have them an-
swered, but I liked the idea of them trying to 
include the student body,” said Drutchas.
   Dean thought the forum went surprisingly 

well. 
   “I don’t think Mr. DeAngelis and I were just 
standing up there and talking to students for 
an hour,” said Dean. “I thought it was a great 
discussion.”
   After a comprehensive overview of the bud-
get, Dean and DeAngelis asked students the 
three questions that they have asked parents, 
teachers, and community members at previous 
community discussions. Students were asked 
where they saw opportunities for cost reduc-
tion and revenue enhancement, as well at what 
they valued in BPS.

$

Annual Costs:
Coffee Pot......$73.00         Small Refrigerator.......$111.00

Full Size Refrigerator......$151.00
Microwave.......$30.00                Space Heater......$93.00
Fan..................$35.00           Personal Radio.......$26.00
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Students’ not sure their voices were 
heard at BPS school finance meeting 
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   Teachers and staff should shoulder the burden 
for recent education cuts.
   That’s what Republican law makers told com-
munity members at last month’s budget forum 
at Groves High School. Nearly 100 people 
attended Birmingham Public Schools’ third 
community forum since the district announced 
in October that it would suffer an $18 million 
shortfall as a result of recent state cuts to educa-

tion.
  “The public sector of this government has to 
be smaller, more efficient, and less expensive,” 
said State Representative Chuck Moss (R-
Birmingham) at the November 23 event. “All 
costs have to be put on the table.”
       State Senator John Pappageorge (R-Troy) 
said in unprecedented times like these, it’s the 
educators and other public workers who need 
to be willing to make sacrifices.
   “It’s the public servants who ought to give 
first,” said Pappageorge. “If you propose a 3% 
pay cut to every public servant, there is a possi-
bility for over $600 million [in savings]. That’s 

why I’m taking a 10% voluntary pay cut my-
self.”
 No official BPS pay cuts have been made. 
However, in a December 7 letter to Birming-
ham Education Association (BEA) member-
ship, union president Maureen Martin ad-
dressed rejected the 
belief that teacher 
salaries are the prob-
lem.
   “A vocal minor-
ity of community 
member appear 
to place the blame 
for the economic 
turndown on teach-
ers and the teach-
ers’ union.” Martin 
wrote. “The solution 
for the state’s fund-
ing problems does 
not rest in blaming teachers.”
   The blaming of teachers has not gone unno-
ticed by union members, Martin said.
   “BEA members have expressed how disheart-
ening it is to work so hard  every day on behalf 
of our students only to receive this type of unfair 
criticism and lack of support,” said Martin.
    Legislators at the forum said the BEA should 
reevaluate their approach and goals.
    “The union is going to have to take a hard 
look at the future and determine whether or not 
they are going to be sustainable,” said Moss. 
“At some point we are going to have to draw 
the line and say if we can’t promise [benefits] 
to new teachers, we can’t promise them to [old] 
teachers.”
     BPS Spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson said 
that some of the views of legislators at the meet-
ing were discouraging.
    “It felt a little too partisan,” Wilkinson told 
The Highlander. “I didn’t feel like we got strong 
indication that they would fight for public edu-
cation.”
   BEA vice president Scott Craig says that al-
though schools have been gradually receiving 
fewer funds every year, the union hopes that the 
solution lies in restructure rather than making 
cuts to teacher salaries and health care plans.
   “We are on a starvation diet right now,” said 
Craig. “We are definitely in favor of school 
restructuring, but we aren’t sure if it’s going to 
come as soon as we would like.”
   Cuts aside, Lansing has yet to take action to 
address the funding gap. Pappageorge admits if 
they are waiting for a plan that pleases every-
one, that plan may not come.
    “There is no way out of this without being 
politically incorrect to somebody,” said Pappa-
george.
   Talk like this, according to Craig, is part of the 
problem.
   “It’s very difficult to get politicians to speak 
plainly about these economic issues,” said 

Craig. “They don’t like to talk about the fact that 
we may have to make certain changes and pass 
certain taxes because they know it could affect 
their chances of re-election.”
   Craig said that while the Republicans present 
at the meeting felt strongly about making cuts, 

their views 
were not 
shared by the 
Democrats.
  “The Demo-
crat did not 
share the 
views of some 
of Republican 
representa-
tives,” said 
Craig. “They 
were very 
clear that they 
feel that they 

are in favor of reform.”
   State Senator Gilda Jacobs (D-Huntington 
Woods) suggested expanding the use of the dis-
trict sinking fund in such unprecedented times.
    “We need to use the sinking fund and use it for 
things other than computers and busses,” said 
Jacobs. “Quite honestly, the Chamber of Com-
merce has not gotten behind and it’s something 
schools need to have some for flexibility.”
   Although BPS doesn’t plan on making any 
significant cuts until the end of the year, legisla-
tors feel that reform is absolutely necessary.
   “If the public sector doesn’t accept the lessons 
seen by the steel and auto industries, there is go-
ing to be a crash and it will hurt,” said Moss.”
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“We are on a starvation diet right 
now. We are definitely in favor of 
school restructuring, but we aren’t 
sure if it’s going to come as soon as 

we would like.”

 Scott Craig
BEA Vice President

Budget forum: education cuts loom
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   Community members were given the oppor-
tunity to ask questions directly to the legislators. 
Greenfield Elementary parent Cathy Barnes of-
fered her suggestions on where saving could be 
made.  
   “I’m tired of teachers teaching to the MEAP 
and we aren’t doing anything with those test 
scores and they are very, very expensive,” said 
Barnes. “They saved millions of dollars getting 
rid of the MEAP at the high school level. We 
could do that at every level, even down to the 
elementary level. That seems like it would be a 
huge savings.” 
   According to Wilkinson, comments like these 
were what BPS hoped community members 
would have the opportunity to voice during the 
forum.
   “It was good to have an opportunity for people 
to address the legislators about their concerns,” 
said Wilkinson. “You can send as many letters 
and emails as you want, but it’s still more im-
pactful to look [legislators] in the eye and have 
them address your questions.”
   Wilkinson still feels that legislators were not 
addressing the right questions.
   “[The legislators] talked a lot about what they 
have done in the past, but I think [the commu-
nity] wanted to hear what they are going to do 
in the future,” said Wilkinson.
   BPS hopes to continue giving community 
members the opportunity to address state rep-
resentatives in person.
   “We’re probably going to have to do more 
[legislative forums] in the future,” said Wilkin-
son.

State Senator Gilda Jacobs Photo by Lanie Barron

Seaholm, Groves students give
input to recent financial woes

what they valued in BPS.
   “It’s important to know that no idea is a bad 
idea and no idea is too little of an idea,” said 
Dean. “We need everything we can get.”
   Glavin felt that some of the students’ com-
ments were dismissed because they would 
not save enough money, such as when several 
students suggested that BPS cut transportation 
for high school students or consolidate the high 
schools.

   “They said that ideas that would save a 
couple thousand dollars here and there would 
be okay, but once suggestions like those were 
brought up they were like ‘oh that’s not going 
to make a difference, we need to save mil-
lions,” said Glavin.
   Dean described the severity of the pending 
deficit by emphasizing that no matter how 
many programs are cut at BPS, the district will 
still be in debt. 
   ““You can cut transportation, athletics, every 
after school activity, fire every administra-
tor, eliminate the custodians, not provide 
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Groves football field, and we still would have a 
deficit,” said Dean.
   “[That illustration] wasn’t very encouraging,” 
said Martin. . “Even though the things we were 
offering would probably only cut a couple mil-
lion dollars, they still said that wasn’t enough.”
   Drutchas felt that the comments weren’t 
necessarily dismissed because of their lack 
of merit, but rather because of their lack of 
originality. 
   “I don’t think anyone suggested anything 
they hadn’t heard before,” said Drutchas. 

Deputy Superintendent Paul DeAngelis and  Asst. Superintendant for Human Resources Jon Dean discuss the BPS budget. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

“They know that the students were interested 
in this, but I don’t think we brought anything 
new to the table.”
   Dean does recall new suggestions being 
presented at the meeting.
   “I remember one suggestion about mov-
ing towards more united teams for athletics 
between Groves and Seaholm,” said Dean. 
“To the best of my recollection, I don’t recall 
that it was something that has been brought up 
before. I’m not saying that that is the right idea 
or solution, but it was a new idea.”
   At the end of the meeting, the administrators 
asked students to put their answers to the three 
questions on a handout and return them to their 
high school principals later that week. Glavin 
doubts that Dean and DeAngelis will receive a 
considerable amount of feedback.
   “They feel like they aren’t going to be 
listened to anyway, so why should they spend 
the time writing their ideas down if they won’t 
be taken seriously,” said Glavin.
   Drutchas said that even if BPS receives a 
good amount of suggestions, he doubts any of 
them will be considered when the time comes 
for cuts to be made.
   “I don’t really see what a student could 
write on there that they would look at,” said 
Drutchas.
   However, Dean told The Highlander that as 
of press time, a number of forms have been 
turned in and they hope to receive more.
   “All feedback will be categorized on the BPS 
website once it is received,” said Dean.
    Approximately 70 students were at the 
forum. Both Dean and DeAngelis were 
impressed by the amount of students that were 
in attendance at the meeting.
   “It’s been a great turn out,” said DeAngelis. 
“Way more kids than we thought we were 
going to have.”
   “I think it says great things about the students 
in Birmingham when that many students 
showed up after school voluntarily to talk 
about school finance,” said Dean. “It shows 
how committed you guys are to your school 
district.”
  About 15 students even stayed after the meet-
ing was over to talk one-on-one with Dean and 
DeAngelis.
   “The questions that were asked were on tar-
get and showed a high level of sophistication,” 
said Dean. “I was very impressed.”
   Dean encouraged students who didn’t get a 
choice to voice their views or ask questions on 
school finance to either contact him directly or 
meet with their school principal.
   “I am very comfortable saying that I would 
be happy to have an email or verbal dialogue 
with any student that wants to talk about this 
issue further,” said Dean.

 if the policy didn’t change.   
   “If there is a difference between the policy 
and practice, you need to reconcile the two of 

them,” said Goldberg.  “Worst case scenario 
is if you end up with a new administrator who 
wants to enforce the policy that doesn’t fit with 
your practice.”
   BPS has four options for new policy, which 
range from the non-public forum, which al-
lows for strict scrutiny by the administration, to 
the public forum which is the current practice 
the Highlander follows.
   Goldberg advocated for the continued prac-
tice of the public forum policy.
   “If you’ve been operating under a public 
forum, then it’s in your best interest to continue 
to do so,” said Goldberg.

“If there is a difference 
between the policy and 
practice, you need to 

reconcile the two of them.”

Adam Goldberg
Student Press Law Center

BPS, student 
board to change  
publications 
policy  together
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For letters to the editor, 
along with additional 

response to the student 
forum, visit us online: 

www.seaholmhighlander.com

Vincent Gregory (D-Southfield)  speaks at the forum.
Photo by Lanie Barron
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LIFESTYLES

   Anyone who knew Paul Yankle recog-
nized his bright smile, determination, and 
tendency to inspire those around him.
   Yankle suffered from muscular dystrophy, 
a disease that causes the muscles to weaken 
and deteriorate over time.
   Paul died November 30, 2009 from 
a muscle spasm in his throat, making it 
impossible to breathe.
   After graduating from Seaholm in 2008, 
Paul went on to pursue his hopes of being a 
web designer. He recently graduated from 
Oakland Community College.
   Throughout his high school career, Paul 
refused to take shortcuts.
   “He never wanted exceptions made for 
him,” said his mother, Julie Yankle.  “He 
had to type on a key board, click by click.”
   Regardless of the state’s allowance 
for him to take extra time on tests, Paul 
refused.

    “He never wanted to [have extra time],” 
Yankle said. “He thought it wasn’t fair to the 
other students.”
   Seahlom Principal Terry Piper praised Paul’s 
determination in school and throughout his life.
   “He was very intelligent and he was very 
hard working,” Piper said. “He worked very 
hard to overcome his physical obstacles in 
life.”
   It would take hours for Paul to complete his 
homework assignments, but his parents ex-
pected him to do his best, despite of his disease.
   “Grades wise we never cut him slack be-
cause he has issues,” Yankle said. “There was 
absolutely nothing wrong with his mind.”
   Piper said Paul was an inspiration to those 
who knew him.
   “All around him, high school kids were 
playing basketball, and getting up on stage and 
doing all the kinds of things you do, and yet 
through it all, he had such a positive attitude,” 
Piper said. “To me, that just makes him an 
inspiration.”
   He also impressed Piper with his constant 
optimism.

   “He battled [muscular dystrophy] challenges 
for a long time, and yet he was always cheer-
ful,” Piper said. “He had such a positive spirit.”
   Despite the challenges he faced, Paul never 
questioned the reason for his disease.
   “One of the most telling things with Paul is 
that he told us that he was not sorry for the way 
his life turned out,” Yankle said. “He felt he 
was afflicted with muscular dystrophy to put a 
face on his handicap.”
   Paul never pitied himself.
   “We could never feel sorry for him because 
he didn’t feel sorry for himself,” Yankle said.
   Piper was also impressed by Paul’s lack of 
self-sympathy.
   “There is so much in life we can feel sorry for 
ourselves in so many ways,” Piper said. “And 
here’s a kid who could have easily done that, 
but he didn’t.”
   Instead of cursing his disability, Paul em-
braced it. He joined the Michigan Wheel Chair 
Hockey League in 2004. 
   During Yankle’s “Celebration of Life 
Ceremony”, Wheel Chair Hockey League 
Commissioner Chris Lemieux spoke of all of 
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   A toy here, a Christmas card there. 
   This holiday, clubs at Seaholm are all about 
giving to those in need -- from adopting 
families, and providing them with common 
household objects, to simply making Christ-
mas cards and spending the afternoon with 
elderly residents. 
   Interact, advised by Cheryl Shettel, was one 
of the contributors to making the holidays 

brighter for the community. 
   “The club has adopted families from The 
Lighthouse in Pontiac,” Shettel said. “  Every 
year they choose usually about three families.”
   According to Shettel, those three families 
were given gifts, clothes, and other household 
items they might need. 
   In addition, Interact baked hundreds of cook-
ies and placed them in decorative tins.  Those 
cookies were distributed to various families 
with The Lighthouse Services. 
   The club also took on the task of making 
holiday cards for the residents at Sunrise As-
sisted Living in Troy. 
    Sunday, the students went to Sunrise, where 
they delivered the holiday cards, and decorated 
cookies with the residents. 
   “Those residents love having our students 

there,” Shettel said with a smile.  “It just is 
something they look forward to.  It’s a great 
feeling for everybody.”
   Interact member and junior Amber March, 
felt great about helping out as well.
   “I feel it is important to help out the com-
munity for the holidays,” March said. 
   Though Interact did a lot to support the com-
munity for the holidays, they weren’t the only 
ones in school with a plan to bring happiness to 
Metro Detroit area. 
   This year, Seaholm’s Student Congress voted 
to donate toys to the children at Haven, which 
is a center for women who have been battered 
and abused. The women who stay there bring 
their children with them. 
   Every year, Student Congress works with 
different charities, and this year, Haven was the 
one they chose for the holidays. 
   “Someone brought in the idea of Haven to 
one of our meetings,” said sophomore class 
president Kellie Howe. “Everyone immedi-
ately agreed.” 
     Belle Kleinberg-Hornung, the In-Kind Do-
nation Coordinator for Haven, said that at least 
half of their budget comes from donations, 
which she added is incredibly helpful. 
   “Donations are crucial,” Kleinberg-Hornung 
said.
   Co-president of Student Congress Maggie 
O’Reilly Treter felt it was nice to know the kids 
at Haven have something to look forward to on 
Christmas, regardless of their past. 
   Giving to Haven in particular is something 
that the adviser of Student Congress, Ann 
DeBoer, could hold close to her heart. 
   DeBoer has had students who have stayed at 
this facility before. 
   “You never know who we’ll touch,” DeBoer 
said. 
 

Seaholm gives back

Seaholm students decorate cookies at Sunrise Assisted Living
    Photo courtesy of Sidney Krandall

“Those residents love 
having our students 
there.”
 -Cheryl Shettel

Seaholm seniors 
make their mark

Haley Landgraff
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

Piper’s Path is decorated for the winter holidays
     Photo by: Haley Landgraff

the achievements Paul had made during his 
time with the league.
   “Paul was a three-time All-Star and recipient 
of awards for leadership and sportsmanship,” 
Lemieux said.  “As well as being named the 
2006-07 Defensive Player of the Year, the 
same year in which he won a Wheelers Cup 
championship with the Cobras.”
   Paul also was alternate captain and captain 
for the Cobras, his wheel chair hockey team of 
four years, all while serving as one of the board 
members for the league.
   Lemieux said hockey had changed Paul 
greatly. 
   “When I first met Paul, I thought he may 
be a mute,” said Lemieux. “Hockey trans-
formed Paul into a bellowing reinforcement of 
confidence.”
   The WCHL decided retire the Cobras # 6 
jersey in memory of Paul.
   “All league players will wear a memorial 
patch for the remainder of the current season 
and playoffs,” Lemieux said. “[Paul’s] contri-
bution to the WCHL will forever live on, and 
we will continue play in [his] memory.”

I n  M e m o r y  o f  P a u l  Y a n k l e

*Editor’s Note: The names of the students 
involved have been changed to protect identity

A typical vandal may look 
to destroy something im-
portant to Seaholm. How-
ever, two creative students 
at Seaholm decided to do 
the exact opposite, finding 
instead a creative way to 
improve the school.
About two weeks before 
Thanksgiving, two senior 
boys decided to put 
up Piper’s Path, a new 
walkway going through the 
circular pathway that leads 
into school in the student 
parking lot.
   The boys asked to remain 
anonymous to avoid van-
dalism of the path. 
   “From the start we 
always wanted it to be 
anonymous,” said senior 
Jim Smith*.  
   “I was just walking out 
from school one day and 
I told one of my friends 
I wanted to make a path 
there,” said senior Tom 
Jones*. “I told him I would 
have it done by Monday 
and he bet me five dollars 
that I wouldn’t.”
   The two boys got to talk-
ing, and the first student 
told a friend about the 
idea that he had. 
   “We were talking one 
day about the inconve-
nience of walking all the 
way around the circle,” 
said Smith. “After a few minutes of talking, the 
idea of Piper’s Path was born.” 
   The path consists of eight tiles lined along 
the dirt trail. It is also decorated according to 
season and a new sign denoting “Piper’s Path” 
is created with every change of décor. 
   “The first day I just brought in the stones. We 
wanted to keep it interesting so I kept thinking 

of new things to do with it,” Jones said. “I 
brought in gravel to make it look nicer.”
   The two boys spent a combined $60 on 
decorations for Piper’s Path, not including the 
tiles or the gravel, which came from Jones’ 
backyard.

“We wanted to make it festive, so we went to 
Michaels and there were all sorts of stuff on 
sale, so we bought hay bales and scarecrows. 
Later that night we went to set it up at 10:00 
p.m.”
   The next Monday, Piper’s Path was set up 
and ready to go, and the students behind the act 
were eager and excited for students to utilize 

and enjoy its easy access.
   “The first day we did it, we came to school 
early to watch people walk [the path],” said 
Smith. 
   “We were really happy that no one messed 
around with it because we kind of figured that 

they would,” said Jones.
   The two students vowed to 
change the decorations for 
every change in season or 
holiday.
   “We just left it until after 
Thanksgiving break,” said 
Jones. “The day before we 
went back to school we went 
back to Michaels and got all 
the Christmas stuff. Every-
thing was on sale. Later that 
night we went back and put 
everything up.”
   Although Piper’s Path 
makes walking into school 
every morning more con-
venient, one student has a 
different view.
“Piper’s Path is for lazy 
people who don’t want to 
walk on the cement,” said se-
nior McKenzie Hess. “I don’t 
walk on it every day, only 
when I’m feeling lazy.”
   Despite some pessimistic 
outlooks, the innovative 
minds that created this path 
seem to think that this could 
become a timeless Seaholm 
tradition. 
   “We would love to see it 
become a part of Seaholm,” 
said Jones. “Hopefully some 
juniors can take on the task of 

continuing the path next 
year.”
   The boys will not face 
any trouble with the ad-
ministration for creating 
the path.

   “We’re not going to launch a full scale 
investigation of Piper’s Path at this time,” said 
Assistant Principal Deb Boyer.
 In fact, the administration has a positive view 
on the path.
“Piper’s Path is no different than painting a 
huge rock outside of the school,” said Boyer. 
“It’s Seaholm’s version of the school rock.”
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OPINION

Dear Editor,

   This past week on Wednesday December 9 
there was meeting at Groves high school re-
garding the budget crisis facing Birmingham 
schools. Students were welcome to come and 
express their ideas for solving this deficit. I 
personally was unable to come to the meeting 
because of a prior obligation but I would like to 
express some ideas that I have for helping with 
this crisis. I would suggest a consolidation of 
Birmingham Schools, mainly between its two 
high schools, Seaholm and Groves. It is my 
belief that the population of the two schools is 
simply too large to move all students from one 
building to another. I would however suggest 
a consolidation of the administrations of each 
school. There would be one Birmingham High 
School with two campuses one at Seaholm 
and the other at Groves. This new Birming-
ham high school would share one Principal, 
one AD, one counseling department and other 
administrators’ offices. Also as a result of con-
solidating administration there would be room 
for school board to move into a space at one 
of the two buildings if they do in fact decide 
to sell their current administrative building. All 
sports would be consolidated as well. Birming-
ham already has consolidated teams namely 
in Lacrosse and Hockey, and that has worked 
well for the two school for a few years now. 
Undoubtedly this would be a large change for 
Birmingham Public Schools but I believe in 
consolidating we will save money and help 
toward fixing the ever growing budget deficit. 

Mack Howell

Dear Editor,
   
   Recently the Birmingham Public Schools 
concluded two community forums to review 
the district’s financial circumstances and seek 
community input on the issues created by the 
veto of 20(j) funding for the district and the two 
prorations that have occurred since the start of 
school. The articles in the community newspa-
per following these forums have focused, not 
on how fix K-12 funding in the state, but on 
how the community believes teachers and other 
school employees must continue to sacrifice to 
solve the problems of public education.
   While the Birmingham School community 
values its “outstanding” staff (as described by 
the public at these forums), it appears that the 
Board and the community are focused on sup-
posed short term solutions that do not address 
the real problem – how schools are funded in 
Michigan. 
   The discussions at these community forums 
have failed to recognize the true problem 
with funding for public education. Proposal A 
doesn’t work anymore, if it ever did. Unless the 
citizens of this state rise up and demand that the 
Legislature and Governor sit down and do their 
job creating a new system to fund public educa-
tion, this problem will not be fixed by cutting 
employee’s salaries or reducing insurance ben-
efits. Punishing one sector of the educational 
community in a belief it will cure the crisis in 
educational funding is a bogus claim resulting 
from the shameless partisan politics of this State 
and postpones rather than confronts Michigan’s 
school funding crisis. Continuing to attack 
school employees will simply result in the best 
and brightest leaving the detriment of the stu-
dents they educate.
    The teachers and other employees in Bir-
mingham have repeatedly asked the Board to 
join with us and confront the issue of school 
funding. The Board’s response has been a 
deafening silence. Rather, they demean their 
employees and claim the salaries and benefits 
negotiated in good faith are the cause of the 
problems we face today. Their proposed solu-
tion is simply rearranging the deck chairs on the 
Titanic; they know it, yet they do it because fix-
ing school funding is apparently too hard a task 
for the Board to address.
   Further, the teachers in Birmingham have 
worked with the Board of Education through 
the bargaining process to address the educa-
tional and financial needs and concerns of the 
school district. For example, we pay a portion 
of our insurance premiums and have since 
2004. We’ve accepted lower salary increases 
to offset the contributions we make towards the 
cost of insurance.
   We’ve moved to trimester program at the high 
schools, losing ten dedicated teachers by doing 
so, to save the district money. We’ve experi-
enced staff reductions at the middles schools. 
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   More was 
expected out 
of Timbaland.
   According to 
britsihhitsong-
writers.com, 
Tim Mosley 
[Timbaland] 
is the #22 
song writer of 
all time. The 

standings are based on the number of weeks the 
composer has spent on the charts. 
   Mosley is ranked above some of the most 
influential names of music history, including 
Carol King, David Bowie, Prince, and Bono.
   Mosley currently has 68 hits, six No. 1’s, 20 
top tens, and 623 weeks on the charts.
   However, after almost 15 years of being one 
of the business’s most successful music produc-
ers, Mosley seems to have hit a rut.
   Practically no hype was created for Shock 
Value II, but for good reason.
   No songs on the record are horrible, but no 
songs are amazing either.

   The three noteworthy songs on the album are 
“Carry Out” featuring Justin Timberlake, “Lose 
Control” featuring JoJo, and “If We Ever Meet 
Again” featuring Katy Perry.
   “Carry Out” should be the album’s biggest hit.
   The chorus is the catchiest of the record, and 
the lyrics are cleverer than any other song. As 
always, Timberlake and Timberland collabo-
rate together extremely well together.
   “Lose Control”, is also very memorable. If 
JoJo is trying to expand her audience to more 
than just pre-teens, this song may be exactly 
what she needs.
    “If We Ever Meet Again” has the best beat 
on the record. Katy Perry’s usually playful vo-
cals are slightly toned back, but she still brings a 
unique element to the song.
   Decent songs on the album include “Timothy 
Where You Been” featuring Jet, “Say Some-
thing” featuring Drake, and “Undertow” featur-
ing The Fray and Esthero.
   For the most part, the whole album is just 
okay. Hopefully, sometime soon Timbaland 
will return to the award-winning producer we 
all know.

2 out of 4 stars; Labels: Blackground/Mos-
ley Music; Release Date: December 8, 2009; 
55:43; available on iTunes, Amazon, and where 
CD’s are sold

Anything But Shocking

   Neon green plants, purple trees, strange vi-
cious animals and blue ten feet tall Na’vi aliens: 
enter the world of Pandora, the setting for 
James Cameron’s new epic film Avatar. Cam-
eron delivers a jaw-dropping movie, possibly 
the greatest of his career. 
   Avatar tells the story of Jake Sully, a paraple-
gic marine from the distant future, who comes 
to the planet Pandora for his last chance at 
staying in the marines. Upon arriving, Jake is 
introduced to the violence between the native 
Na’vi people and the humans who are mining 
Pandora for its valuable resources. Jake is se-
lected to participate in the controversial Avatar 
program. Avatars are a genetic hybrid of Na’vi 
and humans. Jake uses his mind to control the 
Avatar like a video game to make the Avatar 
do whatever Jake thinks. As an Avatar, Jake is 
put on a mission that might ultimately mean the 
end of the Na’vi people. 
   With beautiful scenery, alien animals, intense, 
heartbreaking action scenes, and a forbidden 
love, Avatar is an extraordinary film that is sure 

Josh Schaefer
Staff Writer
JSchafer@seaholmhighlander.com

Avatar is Out of This World

Letters to the Editor
The teaching staff of the district work longer 
hours and continues to volunteer its services 
(by working before and after the school day) 
to maintain the quality of educational programs 
this district provides the community.
   We care about the children of this community 
and work hard to provide them the best public 
education available in the state. We recognize 
we face a funding crisis, but taking from us 
won’t solve the problem in Birmingham or the 
state. Working together, this Board of Education 
and the community, standing with us, can move 
the Legislature and Governor to do their jobs 
and fix K-12 funding. Enough of the easy solu-
tions and political grandstanding; let’s tackle the 
heard one, together. That’s what educators do.

Sincerely,
The Executive Board of the Birmingham Edu-
cation Association

Maureen Martin, Scott Craig, Jay Smith, Robyn 
Tarnow, Amy Burns, Amy Denys, Ann Gracy , 
Anne Cole, Bernie Simms, Dawn Murua, Do-
munick Perrone, Laura Sheckell, Lynne Rob-
ertson, Norm Hurns, Scott Warrow

to entertain. The budget, which was upwards 
of $200 million dollars, does not fail to enter-
tain the eyes, ears and soul. Please do yourself 
a favor and see Avatar in 3D. With masterful 
technological special effects, Cameron 
successfully transports the viewer into 
the world of Pandora. The special effects 
used in this film will have you on the edge 
of your seat. 
   While there is a good chance that Ava-
tar will not be nominated for Academy 
Awards for acting, the films cast delivers 
a commendable performance that will 
satisfy any movie critic. Any doubts of 
the acting in Avatar disappear with the 
powerful performance by Stephen Lang. 
Lang portrays the sadistic, hard-core, bat-
tle-scarred antagonist Colonel Quaritch. 
Lang’s performance as Colonel Quaritch 
will have your blood curdling in rage and 
frustration at the cruelty of this man. 
Avatar is literally out of this world. It 
dazzles and entertains while telling a deep 
story that leaves you wishing you were 
on Pandora. Avatar is a technical master-
piece and with mind-blowing effects, you 
will not be disappointed by Cameron’s 
vision of this war-torn alien world. This 
film makes you feel that Avatar is the real 
world, while the world around you is a 

dream.  Avatar is a must see. 
3.5 out of 4 stars;  Running time 160 minutes; 
Rated PG-13; Now Playing at the Birmingham 
Palladium.  

New Year’s Resolutions

On January 1, 2010, a new decade will begin, signaling a fresh start and a chance to make Seaholm a better 
place to be. Here at The Highlander, we have compiled a list of a few resolutions that we are hoping the stu-
dents, as well as staff and administration, can take to heart in order to enhance the school’s learning environ-
ment, as well as the  reputation of the student body. 

Resolution 1: Less PDA
The Highlander fully understands that we’re beginning to sound like a broken record, this being the 
second straight year we’ve been pleading for less public displays of affection in the hallways. However, 
for the second straight year, it is impossible to walk from one class to another without going through the 
PDA gauntlet: the couple with each other’s hands in their back pockets; the couple going to first base 
pressed up against the lockers; and, of course, the couple sitting on a bench giving each other Eskimo 
kisses and feeding each other soup with a spoon. So we beseech you, we beg of you, please keep your 
burning affection for your significant other out of the hallways and classrooms next decade. 

Resolution 2: Figure out PowerSchool
When the district made the change to PowerSchool, teachers were optimistic about the switch. However, 
a series of kinks in the system made the switch anything but smooth. After spending $244,000 on the new 
grading system, the district has been experiencing frequent problems with the program. Whether it be a 
kink in the grading system, trouble with using the program, or the program being down altogether, rarely 
does a week go by without a spot of trouble with PowerSchool. We advise that the next time the school 
decides to spend a quarter million dollars on a grading system, they have the capacity to run the system 
effectively. Otherwise, we advise the school cover any headache medication teachers now have to buy 
due to the migraines given to them by PowerSchool. 

Resolution 3: Stop Stealing
We were going to listen to an iPod while writing this, but apparently it is no longer safe to bring iPods, 
cell phones, wallets, or any other item of any value at all to school without a serious fear of it being sto-
len.  After fighting vehemently against getting security cameras installed in the school, the student body 
is now proving the administration to be correct in saying that theft is a serious problem at Seaholm that 
could be helped with security cameras. If the student body wants Seaholm to remain a camera-free zone, 
The Highlander suggests the student body stops the petty theft and prove that Seaholm is a secure place 
sans cameras. 

Resolution 4: Have Some Class at the Dance
While dressing up for a school dance, have you ever asked yourself ‘Would I ever wear this on any other 
occasion?’ If your answer was ‘no’, this is for you.  Wearing entirely inappropriate attire to school dances 
not only lacks class, but is a poor reflection on the entire student body. It seems that every year, dresses 
get skimpier, etiquette gets poorer, and behavior gets more and more questionable.  While other schools 
have winter formals, Seaholm’s winter dance is one that students designate to go to in order to be trashy 
(The Beat, Pulse, and other assorted generic names have been used for the dance each year). Though the 
administration makes threats to switch the dance back to a winter formal if students’ apparel is too inap-
propriate, they never follow through. As a result, the student body pushes the envelope each and every 
year. If the students continue at this rate uninhibited by the administration, a few years down the road 
The Highlander would not be surprised if students showed up to the dance in their underpants, ready to 
get hot and heavy with their dance partners. 
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www.brooklynpizzaonline.com

LUNCH SPECIAL
Monday thru Friday 

10:15am till 12:30pm,
Any two slices+Medium 

drink-- only $5.00

111 Henrietta St. in Birmingham, MI

248.258.6690

LIMITED TIME ONLY

248-433-0800
ORDER ONLINE

Corner of 14 & Southfield

Lunch Combo #1
-1 Bambino 1 Topping Pizza
-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
-20 oz. Pepsi

$599

Lunch Combo #2
-Your Choice of 6” Sub
-Chips
-20 oz. Pepsi

$599

Lunch Combo #3
-Personal Size Salad
-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
-20 oz. Pepsi

$599

plus tax

plus tax

plus tax
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COME ON IN FOR LUNCH!
SADD

Glad to be

Students Against Destructive 
Decisions attach red ribbons 

to student cars before the 
winter dance as a reminder to 

not drink and drive.

Photos by: Lindsay Boeckl
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Tattoo taboo

In the flesh

When Katie Brown* saw the gun, she began 
to question everything.
   Seated on a long bench and surrounded only by her 
two friends, and the tattoo artist who owned the War-
ren condo she was in, Brown was nervous about the 
pain she was about to experience, but excited about 
what was soon to be her first tattoo.
   “I was scared right when they were about to do it,” 
Brown said recalling her reaction to the tattoo gun.  “I 
almost backed out.”
   Brown knew she could not officially get a tattoo at 
the age of 17, so through the recommendation of a 
friend, she decided to take the risk and get inked il-
legally.
   Not wanting to go alone, Brown brought backup.
   “I went with two friends to make sure it was safe,” 
Brown said.  “They helped me through it.”
   According to a public health fact sheet about body art 
safety from the Oakland County Health Department, 
the person administering the tattoo should be wearing 
gloves, use sterile needles and tubes, open the utensils 
in front of the client, and use a new container of ink, in 
addition to a long list of recommendations.
   Brown said her tattoo artist was, in her opinion, pro-
fessional.
   “He was using gloves,” Brown said.  “He opened a 
new needle right in front of me, and made sure I was 
coherent.  They have to ask you certain questions.”
   Brown has no regrets about getting her tattoo.
   “I’m glad I went through with it,” Brown said.  “It 
wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be.”
   Like Brown, Lindsay White* got a tattoo without the 
knowledge or consent of her parents.  But White was 
only 16 when she decided to have hers done.
   “[I went to] some guy’s house in Detroit,” White 
said.  “He lived above a restaurant so it was an apart-
ment upstairs, and he had a studio and needles.”
   Even though White was with her friends at the time, 
she still questioned her safety.  
   “He was really professional, but it was still scary,” 
White said.  
   Despite being professional, the man who tattooed 
White was aware she was not 18.
   “The couple of guys that I had went with had also 
gotten tattoos from him earlier on in the year,” White 
said.  “I knew that I couldn’t get one legally since I 
wasn’t 18 yet, so it was my next option.”
   Jordan Black*, on the other hand, went out of state 
and used a fake ID to get her tattoo done.
   “I went to Chicago,” Black said.  “I got it done at 
Chicago Highway Tattoo.”
   Black decided to do her research before making her 
decision permanent, and tried to find the best place to 
get hers done.
   “It’s one of the top five tattoo places,” Black said.
   Even though Black went to an established parlor to 
get a tattoo, she previously accompanied one of her 
friends who went to get their tattoo done in Detroit.
   “One of our friends does tattoos and so we went to 
his house in Detroit,” Black said.  “He got fired from 
the place he used to work at, so we went there and we 
know he used a clean needle.   We saw him take it out 
of the bag.”  

   Clean needles are not the only thing that customers 
need to pay attention to.
   Josh Glaser, a tattooist and piercer at Royal Oak Tattoo 
said there are many dangers to getting a tattoo at a house 
rather than in a licensed establishment.
   “You’ve got a non-sterile environment,” Glaser said.  
“You’ve probably got someone who hasn’t been trained 
correctly who is using equipment that I wouldn’t trust, 
that probably hasn’t been sterilized appropriately.  You 
have the risk of infection because of that contamination, 
infection goes through the roof.”
   Doctor Paul Ehrmann, a D.O. at the Family Health 
Care Center in Royal Oak said the health risks that 
come with getting tattoos outside of a tattoo parlor in-
clude HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C.  
   “It is simply not a good idea,” Ehrmann said.
   Unlike legitimized tattoo parlors, these underground 
establishments get to set their own rules.  
   “To my knowledge, these places are largely unli-
censed with limited oversight from governmental agen-
cies to safeguard [the] public,” Ehrmann said.
   Glaser said that established tattoo parlors must adhere 
to certain rules in Oakland County.
   “Every shop is required to take a copy of a photo ID to 
make sure the person is overage or is old enough to be 
tattooed,” Glaser said.
   Anyone ages 15 and up can legally obtain a tattoo with 
parental consent.
   “We would have a parent come in with a minor and 
take copies of both photo ID’s to keep for our records 
for Oakland County,” Glaser said.
   According to Glaser, most tattooists go through an ap-
prenticeship before they get hired as an artist.
   “You do an apprenticeship under someone who has 
a lot of experience,” Glaser said.  “Normal apprentice-
ships go anywhere between a year to three years.”
   Completing an apprenticeship is only one step toward 
becoming a legitimate tattooist.
   “You take a test through the American Red Cross and 
it’s a blood-borne pathogens course,” Glaser said.  “You 
[also] take a test through the Oakland County Health 
Department, and they issue you a permit to practice 
body modification in the county local.”
   One of the other things that draws in customers, other 
than the ability to get tattooed underage, is the fact that 
getting inked illegally is often cheaper.
   “Usually someone that’s doing it in the basement 
doesn’t know about pricing to begin with,” Glaser said. 
“Usually you can get a tattoo for 20, 50, 100 bucks 
there, and here we have a 50 dollar shop minimum, and 
that’s a pretty small tattoo.”
   Brown got her tattoo done for 40 dollars, and White’s 
cost her 35, without tip.
   Black’s tattoo, which was done in-shop, followed 
pricing standards similar to Glaser’s.
   “It cost me 50 dollars,” Black said.  “It costs 40 dol-
lars for a clean needle so it was one of the cheapest you 
could get.”
   Glaser said that most people who get tattooed in illegal 
places are unhappy with the result.
   “Most tattoos that people get at those kind of [places] 
end up looking horrible anyways and need to end up 
being reworked later on in life,” Glaser said.
   While each of the Seaholm students were happy with 
how their tattoos turned out, White doesn’t anticipate 
going back again in the near future.
   “I don’t know if I’d go to him again,” White said.  “I 
think I’ll wait until I’m 18.”

Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Editor
asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

*Editor’s Note: Names have been changed to protect the identity of the students

This student’s tattoo is located on the hip and reads, “Marie”

This student’s tattoo is located on the wrist and reads, “la bella vida”



   Wilberding knew this was the perfect way to start off the 
season.
   “It’s amazing,” Wilberding said. “It’s a sense of 
accomplishment that sets the bar for the rest of the season.”
     Weidenbach believes the resilience BU showed by winning 
the Hudsonville 
Tournament will 
put this talented 
team on the map.
 “Winning the 
H u d s o n v i l l e 
tournament was 
great for the guys 
and great for 
the program,” 
Weidenbach said. 
   BU’s upcoming 
games are 
December 16th 
against Rochester 
United and 
December 18th 
against Farmington 
Hills Unified. These 
are two important 
leagues that can put 
BU near the top of 
the OAA I standings. 
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SPORTS

Junior Shaun Conway finishes an ally-oop dunk from a Richaud Pack pass against Brother Rice,
December 11.  Conway had 22 in the game. The Maples are 3-0.                      Photo by Sidney Krandall

   Class of 2008 graduate Paul Yankle 
passed away suddenly on Monday, 
November 30. 
   Many recognized Paul as a nice, pos-
itive, and happy person, but behind the 
happy face was a fierce competitor in 
the Wheel Chair Hockey League of 
Michigan (WCHL).
   The league has been around for a 
nearly 15 years. It allows any wheel-
chair bound athletes that are between 
the ages of 10-60 years old and to par-
ticipate in a sport they love.
   Those who knew Paul saw how 
happy this made him. As a friend of 
Paul through the Newspaper class, we 
would talk about the Red Wings and 
his hockey league daily.
   He put his disability behind him, 
and didn’t make excuses for what 
he couldn’t do, and looked at it as a 
chance to enjoy himself. As a Board 
member and former winner of the 
Stanley cup of the WCHL (Wheelers 
cup), Paul played a large role in the 
WCHL.
   To give you an idea of how large of 
a role he played, here is a glance of his 
resume in the league, Andy Siwarski 
Award, Defensive player of the year, 
Sportsmanship award, and a three 
time all star.
   Mentally, Paul was one of the stron-
gest people I ever met; he battled 
Muscular Dystrophy, which is a dis-
ease that weakens the muscles which 
help the body to move. Like Paul, 
other athletes in the WCHL suffer 
from Cerebral Palsy, Spinal Bifida 
and Spinal Cord injuries.
   A black ribbon dedicated to Paul’s 
remembrance is on the heading of the 
web. Along with the web site, posts 
on Paul’s Facebook page from team-
mates reminisce upon their past expe-
riences with him.
   While knowing Paul, I never saw 
him or hear him complain about his 
physical disability. He never wanted 
people to feel bad for him; he had a 
positive attitude at school and sports, 
while making a negative into a posi-
tive and using that energy in his pas-
sion; hockey.
   From Paul, I learned that I should 
never give up on anything, and I 
should truly enjoy what I can within 
my abilities, and I should try my best 
in whatever sport I play.
  The motto of the WCHL is “Don’t 
just sit there, Play hockey.” 
   It’s a true statement towards the con-
fidence and spirit that everyone in the 
league shows. This was noticed by 
Fox Sports Detroit and played mul-
tiple times on Red Wings Weekly.
  Reporter Mickey York said, “Every 
athlete here is just as inspirational and 
passionate as those players over in 
Hockeytown.” The intention of the 
piece was to inform viewers that all 
athletes are the same whether in wheel 
chair or not, we all run on heart.   
  Paul used the WCHL to escape the 
ordinary and enjoy himself. His views 
of the league can only give those who 
didn’t know Paul a small sense of how 
truly inspirational he was.
  “There’s really no disability here, if 
everyone has an ability we can all do 
something here, there’s nothing that 
you can’t do. That’s what makes it so 
special.”

Alec Nathan
Sports Staff
Anathan@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Seaholm gym was packed on Friday 
December 11, as rival Birmingham Brother 
Rice visited. 
    A massive student section was there to cheer 
on the Maples as they dominated Brother Rice 
63-50.
    Richaud Pack once again led the Maples with 
29 points. Shawn Conway had a terrific game 
with 22 points.
   Seaholm led 25-23 at half, and similarly to 
their previous game, outplayed their opponent 
in the second half. 
    An 8-0 run in the third quarter helped the 
Maples pull away from the Warriors.
  Sophomore transfer (Andover) guard 
Christian Pino looked great running the point 
for the Maples, and Buddy Ellis added some 
key shots in the victory.
    A huge influence in the game was the crowd. 
It was an urban themed night for the student 
section as they supported the team.
   “I have never been more pumped up for a 
game in my life,” senior center Bill Getschman 

  The Birmingham Unified hockey team continued their 
recent roll with a 6-3 victory against Waterford Mott and a 
6-0 blowout against Anchor Bay. 
   This high powered offense has led this BU squad to a 4-2-1 
record and the most goals in the league. With multiple   lines 
that can score at will, the depth of BU has been too much for 
many teams to handle. 
   Junior forward Kevin Wilberding likes the progress his 
team has made.
   “Overall we are playing better than we ever have lately,” 
Wilberding said.  “We are looking a lot better than last year.” 
   Depth is evident at the goaltender position. With junior 
starting goalie Matt Trogu injured, sophomore backup 
Spencer Whitehead was called upon to play against Anchor 
Bay. Whitehead stepped up big time with a shutout in their 
6-0 victory.
   A lot of BU’s success should be attributed towards their 
work ethic. Wilberding believes the other teams just don’t 
want it as much as BU does.
   “I’d say we work harder than any other team,” Wilberding 
said. “That is what it comes down to.”
   The main concern for the BU hockey team this season has 
been the inability to win league games. BU is 0-2-1 in OAA 
Division I. 
   Senior forward Danny Bailey is optimistic that 
improvements will be made within the league.

   “We’ve had a couple of breakdowns causing a loss and 
a tie,” said Bailey, an assistant captain. “We have two big 
league games coming up against Rochester United and 
Farmington Hills Unified that we will be ready for.”
   Senior defenseman Eric Deacon believes that without those 
mental breakdowns BU’s league record could be perfect.
   “We could be undefeated,” Deacon said. “The league wins 
will come.”
   The power play of the BU hockey team has been a key 
concern and a key cause to BU’s 0-2-1 start in OAA play. 
Even though BU leads the league in team goals, the team has 
yet to find the back of the net once on the power play. Deacon 
knows zero power play goals isn’t going to get the job done.
   “Being scoreless on the power play this season has been 
very frustrating,” Deacon said.
    BU head coach John Weidenbach is optimistic that as the 
season moves on the team will able to fix the weaknesses 
including the power play.
    “We hope to improve every day as individuals and as a 
team through games and practices,” Weidenbach said.  
   Earlier in the season, the BU hockey team achieved its first 
goal by winning the Hudsonville Thanksgiving Tournament. 
The championship game was 6-5 double overtime thriller, 
with senior assistant captain Bennett Thomson  scoring the 
game winning goal. Thomson, a forward, remembers seeing 
the puck hitting the back of the net as the team began to 
celebrate.
   “Being under everyone in the dog pile was awesome,” 
Thomson said. “It just felt like we were on top of the world 
at that point.” 

Nick Naski
Sports Editor
nnaski@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior defenseman Matt 
McCarthey carries the 
puck. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Potent BU Offense Stymied in League
Record: 1-2
Last Week: 
Beat Lamphere, 
56-24,  Lost to 
Groves 60-34

This Week: 
48-40 Loss at 
Berkely,  Friday 
at Ferndale

Key Players: 
Katti Karkkainen 
(scoring double 
figures in obth 
games), Lisa 
Bender, Dana 
Klindt

Quotable: “I 
think that this 
year we have a 
really good team 
and Katti is a 
great addition,” 
senior Dana 
Klindt said.

Girls Hoops off 
to 1-2 Start

said. “The crowd was great, it really got us fired 
up.”
   The Seaholm varsity team had not beaten 
Brother Rice in a regular season game in 20 
years.
  “We were really looking forward to this 
game,” Getschman said. “We knew we could 
win if we played well.”
    “This was a good win to get,” Brad White 
said. “Looking at the rest of the season, we’re 
going to have some tough games, but we have 
high expectations.”

Seaholm 57-G.P. South 38

    The boys’ basketball team started their season 
on Monday, December 7th at Grosse Pointe 
South with a win.  
   After being tied at halftime, Seaholm pulled 
away in the second half to win 57-38. 
    Senior Richaud Pack led the Maples with 31 
points and junior Shawn Conway added 15. 
     A huge momentum swing in the game was 
an alley-oop from Pack to Conway. From there 
the Maples took off and never looked back.
   “That alley-oop was huge,” Pack said.  “It 
really changed the flow of the game.”
      Grosse Pointe South is a sub-par team. They 

finished last season with a 9-14 record, but put 
up a good fight in the first half of the game.
   “They ran their plays pretty nicely, but 
eventually we were just able to outplay them,” 
Pack said.
   “I think we were just in better shape,” 
Getschman said. “It really showed in the 
second half.”
   The Maples went with the starting five of 
seniors Pack, Buddy Ellis, and Jack Quigley, 
junior Conway, and Pino. The lineup seemed 
to work very well and there doesn’t seem to 
be any reason to change it after this first game.
   “We just have really good chemistry right 
now,” White said. “It gives us a big advantage 
over other teams.”
    New addition to the team, Pino, seemed to 
fit right into his role on the team.
    “He did a great job,” Getschman said. “We 
barely had any turnovers.”
    “Overall, I think we looked good,” White 
said. “We were able to open up the floor, 
especially in the second half.”
   The Maples travel to West Bloomfield 
tonight. Tip-off is 7 p.m..
    *Editor’s Note: Seaholm beat Canton  56-
54 , December 15.  

   Seaholm received a huge addition to an already talented 
team this year that may be the missing piece of the Maple 
puzzle, enabling this team to reach new heights. That addition 
is sophomore point guard Christian Pino, who recently 
transferred from Andover. 
   Pino and the Barons suffered a 75-51 loss at the hands of the 
Maples on March ninth last year. 
   Pino is confident about Seaholm’s chances this year.
   “My goal for the team is to go undefeated, God willing. My 
personal goal will be to try to control the pace of the game 
and get noticed by some scouts,” Pino said.
   Senior Richaud Pack thinks Pino is a huge addition to the 
team.
   “Pino is a true point guard,” Pack said. “He makes us 100 
percent better.”
   Pino’s biggest strengths are his scary ball-handling ability 
and cat-like quickness, something that was needed more than 
ever after the graduation of senior point guard Ben Lewis a 
year ago.
   Pino, who is ambidexterous, is a wizard with the basketball 
and routinely leaves defenders in the dust with his lighting-
quick crossover and prolific no-look passes.
   Pino has shown that the Maples will not miss a beat at point 

guard, where Pino reached double digits in assists against 
GPS (15), Brother Rice (12), and Canton (11).
   Seaholm assistant coach Mike DeGeeter speaks highly of 
the sophomore sensation, but believes that the best is yet to 
come.
   “He is first rate. He is only a sophomore, but he is just going 
to keep improving as he learns our system,” DeGeeter said.
   Playing at Pino’s level does not happen overnight, as Pino 
has put in many hours on the court fine-tuning his game.
   “I play five hours a day,” Pino said. “I also do a lot of 
running on hills and on football fields.”
   All this practice gives Pino a good idea of his strengths and 
weaknesses. 
   “My biggest strength is my ball-handling,” Pino said. “My 
weakness, I would have to say is my size and maturity.”
   Pino’s ball handling will take a great deal of pressure off of 
Richaud Pack, making the Maple’s leading scorer that much 
more dangerous as he focuses on getting open.
   DeGeeter agrees that Pino is a very valuable asset to the 
team. 
   “Absolutely,” DeGeeter said. “He will make things easier 
for Richaud and allow him to focus on driving the lane.”
   Pino has had a ball in his hand since he was six years old and 
first showed signs of talent on the basketball court when he 
was nine years old, when he won the MVP award playing for 
the Detroit-based Powerstroke AAU basketball team.
   Will this team achieve Pino’s goal of an undefeated season? 
One thing’s for sure: Pino will help their chances.

Point Guard Personified: Christian Pino

Crosstown Beatdown
Maples Dust Brother Rice 63-50

   Only a year ago, Coach Jose Andrades’ Maples made the short 
trip to Brother Rice and suffered their worst loss of the season 
in an embarrassing 31 point defeat. That loss left a deep wound, 
and senior guard Buddy Ellis had the rematch on his mind the 
week of the Rice Game.
   “I do not like losing to Brother Rice, and we are going to win,” 
Ellis said.
   Ellis’ prediction rang true as Andrades’ Maples delivered a 
long overdue beat-down on the Warriors from Brother Rice in 
the friendly confines of the Seaholm gym, 63-50.
   This team has improved immensely from last year.
   Everything starts with Senior Richaud Pack, and his already 
impressive game has jumped up a notch from last year, mainly 
in his ability and willingness to attack the rim.
   Last year, Pack would often settle for outside shots. This year, 
he is routinely exploiting favorable match-ups that allow him to 
attack the rim, leaving his defenders in a position to give up the 
basket or foul him.
   Another player who has taken his game to another level in 
terms of establishing consistency is junior forward Shawn Con-
way.
    Last year, Conway delivered a great spark off the bench and 
would go off for huge games on occasion.
   Conversely, there would also be games where Conway was 
nowhere to be found. 
   After scoring a solid 15 points and pulling down 15 rebounds in 
Seaholm’s 19 point victory over Grosse Pointe South, Conway 
seemed unstoppable against Brother Rice, scoring 22 points as 
the Maples pulled away in the second half. Conway electrified 
the crown with an earth-shaking alley-oop, as well as capping 
off a Maple run with a triple that iced the victory.
   Conway and senior forward Jack Quigley dominated the 
boards on both ends, forcing Brother Rice to one-shot per pos-
session, while Seaholm routinely got second chance put-backs.
   Conway’s consistency will make opposing teams think twice 
about double-teaming Pack, because if they do, Conway will 
make them pay.
   And to top it all off, Seaholm has found a top-notch point guard 
in sophomore Christian Pino, a transfer from Andover.  Pino is 
already proving himself to be a great replacement for graduated 
senior guard Ben Lewis.  
   Pino’s court vision and passing ability will lead to easy buck-
ets and backdoor cuts as Pino catches opposing defenses out of 
position. 
   When this team is playing well, they are difficult to match up 
with. That being said, slow starts and temporary lapses in con-
centration have been a problem for this team. Against GPS and 
Rice, slow starts were an issue, while a lackluster fourth quarter 
made the 56-54 Canton win closer than it needed to be.
   Despite picking up wins in these first few games against infe-
rior competition, this is a major liability when playing difficult 
games against the likes of West Bloomfield, Lake Orion, and 
Rochester Adams.  This team will need to play with a high level 
of focus from the opening tip to prevent talented teams like the 
Lakers, Dragons, and Highlanders from running away with 
these contests before the Maples wake up.

Paul Yankle:
An Inspiration
Alec Larry
Sports Columnist
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Katti Karkkainen brings the 
ball up the court against Groves. 

Photo by Sidney Krandall

Tuesday’s Varsity Basketball:

Boys: Seaholm 56, Canton 54
Girls: Berkley 48, Seaholm 40

Sophomore point guard prodigy Christian Pino drives  to the hoop during 
the December 11 win against Brother Rice.              Photo By: Sidney Krandall

David Foreman
Sports Columnist
Dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

David Foreman
Sports Columnist
Dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

Boys Hoops Team 
Could Be Special
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