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A silver lining in the 
economic cloud?

Up close and 
personal with 
Seaholm’s one 
and only THAD 
WILHELM.
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A deal! District 
officials and 
teacher union 
reach agreement 
on a new contract.
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If you believe everything 
you hear in the news, icy 
roads and unplowed 
neighborhoods with 
a slight chance of more 
snow days and a longer 
school year maybe in the 
forecast. 

“Michigan Cutting Back on 
Snow Removal” 

read the Local 
4 November 
12th headline 

declaring that 
the Michigan 

Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) would be “cutting 
back” on plowing and salting 
throughout the state, 
mainly on residential 
neighborhoods and 
some main roads.

In a school district 
that highly values the 
safety of their students and 
at a school where a short 2nd 
trimester leaves little room for 
frequent snow days, Seaholm 

students could potentially face an 
extended school year.

“We’re a little confused about the 
press release,” said Birmingham 

Schools Superintendent 
David Larson. “I’ve heard 
contrary information that 

leads me to believe the piece 
was misinterpreted.”

MDOT’s Regional 
Spokesperson for Metro Detroit 
Rob Morosi has also 
experienced a flood 
of public back-lash 
as a result of recent 
media attention.

“We’ve heard 
from school districts and 
citizens from all over the state,” 
Morosi told The Highlander. 
“Obviously people are concerned, 
but there are some misconceptions 

out there.”
In respond to growing 

speculation, Morosi spoke 
to The Highlander to put the 

record straight.
“I think it’s inaccurate to say 

that we’re cutting back on plowing 
and salting,” said Morosi. “What 
we are doing is we are adjusting 
schedules in an effort to reduce 
the amount of overtime in 
order to pay the bills.”

With last year’s winter in 
Detroit reaching nearly record 
breaking amounts of snow, 

MDOT met to review 
the budget costs 
for snow removal 
in 2007.

“We saw how 
over budget we 

w e r e and that the overtime 
cost for the plow drivers made 
up a pretty big chunk of those 10 
million dollars,” said Morosi. “Our 
expenditures were exponentially 

larger than they 
were the previous 
year.”

With the price 
of salt jumping 
28% in one year, 
operating costs for plows 
and salt trucks increasing, and 
MDOT’s revenues from the state 
gas tax and vehicle registration 
fees decreasing, the department 
was forced to cut corners in this 
year’s budget.

“Our operating cost and our 
supply cost went up and our 
revenues went down,” said 
Morosi. “We are bringing in less 
money.”

So MDOT categorized the 
major Michigan roads as either 
priority one roads (oranges) 
o r p r i o r i t y 
t w o (blue).

“Orange 
r o a d s have to be 
p l o w e d down to bare 
pavement and salted no matter 
what,” said Morosi. “Even if it’s 
overtime, they have to do that 
and that’s all our freeways and 
most of our major roads.”

However, when 
overtime is 
approaching and 
priority two roads 
remain unpaved, it 

is up to the driver to 
make the call in order to avoid 
overtime costs.

“We have blue routes which 
are up to the drivers’ discretion,” 
said Morosi.r “If the driver is out 
cleaning at night and he comes 
back and he sees [more snow] 
on the [blue routes] and his 
overtime is approaching, most 
likely he’s going home and a 

Charlie Filips
Co-editor in Chief
Cfilips@seaholmhighlander.com

To put it as simply as possible, current 
college applicants are a part of the most 
unpredictable admissions cycle in history. 

“Everything points to this year being 
unpredictable,” said Gabriel K. Santi, 
the assistant director of marketing and 
communications at    Michigan State 
University’s office 
of admissions. 
“When it comes 
time for students 
to deposit before 
or on May 1 we 
are expecting to 
see some volatility. 
We’re not sure if that 
means we’re going 
to get more in state 
students because 
less students out of 
state because of the 
economy here or if some kids will even start 
their careers at community colleges instead 
of a Michigan State.”

The ambiguous nature of this year’s 
admissions can be attributed to the national 
economic catastrophe. The result of which, 
according to The Boston Globe, is that many 
highly selective colleges will accept more 
students in anticipation of losing students 
who decided to take up offers from less 
expensive schools.   

“That’s something we’re all silently 
worrying about,” said John Mahoney, 
director of undergraduate admissions at 

Reduced salting and plowing acrosss Michigan could have students 
and staff facing a rough winter

The Highlander 
staff names its 
best and worst in 
entertainment of 
2008.
PAGE 6.

Seaholm High School has made the 
grade. In the 2009 US news and World 
Report’s search for the best high schools 
Seaholm put in for a silver award yet 
again.

“It makes me feel proud to be a student 
at Seaholm,” student Peter Nagle said.

U.S. News and World Report evaluated 
21,000 schools and honored the top 
1,000, including four from Oakland 
County. 

The ranking system is based on a 
“Collage Readiness Index”. The index 
takes many factors into account when 
calculating the schools ”Index” scores, 

Scott Stoddard
Staff Writer
Sstoddard@seaholmhighlander.com

such as AP results, State tests, and IB 
classes.  Schools achieving above a 
20 receive a silver award, and the top 
100 receive a gold award.  Seaholm 
scored a 41.7 on the “Collage Redness 
Score”, an increase of .9 over 2007. 
Others include Troy-42.1, Adams-
37.4, and the International Academy-
97.8 (ranked 6th in the nation). Schools 
placing are among the top 3% in the 
nation.

Principal Terry Piper said that 
Seaholm has the perfect formula for 
excellence. 

“A combination of outstanding 
faculty and great students when you 
put those two together it makes a great 
combination,” said Piper. 

This great accomplishment has created 

a sense of validation among the students, 
staff, and administration. 

“I think it’s a tremendous statement 

of the hard work of our district and 
the students in it,” said teacher Barb 
Monczka.

Seaholm is 20 points off from the top 
100, and while this seems like a big gap 
Piper sees hope for the future and thinks 

there is work to be done.
“One of the things we can do 

continue to encourage students 
to challenge themselves with the 
most rigorous curriculum possible,” 
Piper said.

Others feel that other schools like 
the International Academy have an 
unfair advantage over Seaholm 
because of their International 
Baccalaureate Courses (IB). 

 “The ranking system used 
strongly favors I.B. Programs,” said 

Social Studies teacher Scott Craig.
The IB courses are only offered at 

620 high school level schools, and are 

considered highly advanced but only a 
handful of schools in the top 100 use 
IB classes giving Seaholm hope for the 
future. 

The challenge of living up to the 
standards that Seaholm has set the bar 
high for the future.

“It makes us work harder and get a 
better education that will get us into a 
better college,” said Freshman Kayli 
Horwath. 

Schools that weigh in high in AP 
curriculum are given the highest “index” 
scores and are ranked the highest.  

“They place so much of an emphases 
on AP results,” said Piper, “I’d like 
to get to the point where every senior 
who graduates has at least one AP 
experience.”

Boston College. BC, like many schools of 
its caliber, costs close to $50,000 a year for 
students who do not receive financial aid.

Ivies and other highly selective colleges 
have been forced to expand their pay plans 
in hopes of keeping the best applicants 
who otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford 
an education at that institution. Cornell 
University for example, will eliminate need-
based loans for students from families with 
total incomes below $75,000, and cap annual 
loans at $3,000 for students from families 
with total incomes between $75,000 and 
$120,000 and create individual pay plans 
for every student.

The inflating costs of highly selective 
colleges combined with the economic 
catastrophe have contributed to a substantial 
increase of applicants to moderately 
selective schools, like the Big 10s, who have 
the ability to provide students a world class 
education for a lesser cost than the Ivies or 
others on that level. 

“Our admissions are up about 12 
percent,” said 
Maria Bassich, 
an associate 
a d m i s s i o n s 
d i r e c t o r 
at Indiana 
U n i v e r s i t y . 
“Students are 
still interested 
in IU, hopefully 
with financial 
aid opportunities 
and scholarship 
opportunities we 

can defer some of the costs of out of state 
tuition.” 
Over the past twelve years college tuition 
in state and out of state has increased 
substantially. According to the College 
Board tuition has nearly doubled from what 
it was ten years ago and out of state tuition 
has more than doubled. 

“What kids twelve years ago paid for 
out of state tuition is what kids now pay 
for In-State tuition,” said Maria Bassich an 
admissions worker from Indiana University, 

“Everything points to this 
year being unpredictable,” 

Gabriel K. Santi
Assistant Director of Marketing and 
Communications, Michigan State 
University office of Admissions.

“A combination of outstanding 
faculty and great students when 
you put those two together it makes 
a great combination,” 

Terry Piper
Seaholm Principal

The troubled economy has opened spots on highly selective college’s waiting lists

Artwork by Megan Joseph

Colleges may 
expand waiting 
lists; Seaholm 
students could 
benifit

See SNOW page 4 See WAITING LIST Page 4
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   Seaholm’s new student parking lot has 
been a welcome change to many stu-
dents. With more parking spaces avail-
able, a greater amount people are able to 
park their car close to school. However, 
the lot has also been host to a number of 
accidents.
   Senior Jon Murray knows all too well. 
Murray’s car has been hit twice, and he 

still doesn’t know who did it.
   “They just hit our car and then left,” 
said Murray.
    Though there have been collisions,  
Seaholm Facility Operations Man-
ager  Doreen Moore says that things 
have been better this year.
   “Accidents have been very low,” 
said Moore. 
   However, according to Corporal 
Ron Halcrow, Seaholm’s police liai-
son, accidents have been higher this 
year than last year.
   Nine accidents have been reported 

Emily Gordy
Deputy News Editor
egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

Fender-Bender Rate Up in Student Lot

Celia Nelson’s silver Dodge Stratus still has scars from an accident in the senior lot earlier this year. In 2008, three more accidents have been reported in the lot compared to 2007. Photo by Celia Nelson

in 2008, compared to six in 2007. There 
have also been two nearby on Cran-
brook road.
   Regardless, Moore insists that these 
accidents can be avoided in most cas-
es. 
   “Going the wrong way down a one 
way [is typical],” said Moore, “but 
there are arrows…a lot of people aren’t 
aware because they don’t look down on 
the ground.” She also noted that most 
accidents occurred around lunchtime.
   “It’s the hurry, hustle and bustle go 
get to lunch,” said Moore.

   In an email whose neutral subject line belied 
its major significance for Birmingham Education 
Association members across the district, union 
president Maureen Martin made the announcement 
that members had been waiting to hear since July.
   Bargaining teams from the BEA and the 
Birmingham Board of Education have reached what 
they are calling a “tentative agreement,” meaning 
that the two parties have agreed on the concepts that 
will be written into the new BEA contract.
   The agreement covers a two year extension of the 
current contract, which will cover the remainder of 
the 2008/2009 school year and all of the 2009/2010 
school year.
   “The parties are now in the process of transforming 
the conceptual agreements reached into contractual 
language,” the report, which was sent out the 
morning of December 16, stated.
   Essentially, the two bargaining teams have agreed 
on the real substance of the rewritten contract. 
All that remains is to translate that substance into 
the language that will actually be written into the 
contract.
   After that, the contract revisions must undergo a 
ratification vote, which is tentatively scheduled to 

take place after the holiday break.
   “We’re still working out the language on a lot 
of things,” said union vice president and one of 
Seaholm’s BEA representatives Scott Craig. “Still, 
I think it would be safe to say we’ve made a lot of 
progress.”
   Craig attributes the progression of negotiations 
at least in part to the actions undertaken by BEA 
members, including wearing BEA t-shirts weekly, 
displaying BEA buttons, staging group walk-ins to 
schools and attending board meetings en masse. 

   “I think all that collectively sent a message to the 
administration that we will stand together and we’re 
really concerned, that we really want the board to 
bargain in good faith,” Craig said.
   “We’re very excited that a potential agreement has 

been reached, and grateful for all the hours that the 
BEA has spent working with the administration,” 
Birmingham Board of Education president Geri 
Rinschler told the Highlander.
   “Personally, I am very proud. I think it says a 
lot about the values of this community,” Rinschler 
said.
   Rinschler offered her own explanation as to 
why the agreement remains tentative at this point, 
saying, “The thing about education contracts is that 
they take a very long time—there are lots of points 
of interest that parties need to agree upon, so they 
can be really time-consuming.”
   The points of interest Rinschler to which Rinschler 
is referring are mostly economic. They include 
a 1% salary increase for both the 2008/2009 and 
2009/2010 school year, and availability of step 
increases, essentially a contractual yearly raise, 
to teachers who are eligible. Teachers who have 
reached the top of the salary schedule will receive a 
one-time .3% raise. 
   Teachers will still have to contribute at least 
partially to their health insurance, although steps 
are being taken to alleviate the financial burden on 
the teachers themselves.
   For the most part, teachers are optimistic about 
the tentative agreement, expressing a sense of relief 
about the renewed security of their contracts.
 “I think because we’re able to reach [an agreement], 
and because the district’s stable, it means a good 
future for the profession and for the kids, and that’s 
what really matters—that we are able to educate,” 
said Seaholm teacher David Reed-Nordwall.
   The tentative agreement was formally announced 
at the board meeting that took place on December 
16.    

Alex Park
Staff Writer
Apark@seaholmhighlander.com

Contract agreement reached
BPS, BEA reach tentative 
deal through 2009-2010; 
Ratification vote next month

“We’re still working out the 
language on a lot of things. Still, I 
think it would be safe to say we’ve 
made a lot of progress.”

Scott Craig
BEA Vice President

“Personally, I am very proud. I 
think it says a lot about the values 
of this community,” 

Geri Rinschler 
BPS Board of Education President

Details of the deal:

Contract length: Through 2009-2010 
school year.

Salary increase: 1% per year 

Health care: Teachers will continue 
to make a contribution to the cost of 
their health insurance, but both sides 
have agreed to moves that will 
moderate costs.

What’s next: the agreement needs to 
be ratified by the BPS School Board 
and BEA (teacher union) before 
becoming final. 

“Going the wrong way down a 
one way [is typical], but there 
are arrows…a lot of people 
aren’t aware because they don’t 
look down on the ground.”

Doreen Moore
Seaholm Facility 
Operations Manager

   Moore said that there can be serious 
consequences for those who drive neg-
ligently. 
   “If there is an accident, [police] do 
want a report,” said Moore. “The first 
thing an officer does is check the direc-
tion in which they were driving, and the 
one going the wrong way gets the ticket 
generally.” 
      Murray agreed that most incidents 
can be avoided.
   “If people were less reckless and fo-
cused more on taking their time [acci-
dents wouldn’t happen],” said Murray.
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   For most students at Seaholm, the content in the 
math and science classes are tough enough. But 
add in a trimester break without one of these cours-
es, and critics say students are being set up to fail. 
   “It’s going to be hard to remember every-
thing after an entire semester’s break,” said se-
nior Rachel Reem, a student with PreCalculus 
A first trimester and PreCalculus B third trimes-
ter. “It’s going to be hard to pick back up again.”
   “It’s going to be tough,” said senior Jessica 
Stanley, who has a semester break between 
Physics A and B. “The start of physics B is sup-
posed to be very difficult and I’ll have forgot-
ten the things we learned in the 1st trimester.”
   Among students, the break in trimesters between 
2 classes is a common gripe, but these hallway 
complaints have yet to make it to administrators. 
   “We’ve only had 2 or 3 individu-
al complaints,” said Principal Terry Piper.
    According to Piper, the issue lies in the format-
ting of the schedules by the computer system. It is 
given a list of courses and students, then formats 
the schedules so that the largest amount of students 
can get the classes that they would like to take. 
   “We can lock in courses, so that the A and B part of 

a course follow each other, but that gives the system 
less freedom to schedule other courses,” said Piper.
Seaholm math teacher Leslie Martin is 
skeptical of how this affects students.
   “I think that some students can forget 
things, fundamental concepts, when there’s 
a break during a mathematics course,” Mar-
tin said. “I sure wouldn’t like the break.”
   Cynthia Price, another math teacher at 
Seaholm, sees this as an even larger problem. 
   “A break between 1st and 3rd trimester is liv-
able, but a break from the end of a 2nd trimester 
to the [next year’s] second trimester is horrific,” 
said Price.     “It’s just not fair to the students.”
   Senior Stephen Burke had math 3rd trimester  last 
year and didn’t have it again until this trimester. 
   “It’s terrible; I’ve forgotten so much of what I’ve 
learned in math,” said Burke. “It even affected my 
fall ACT, as I hadn’t done math equations in so long.”
   But according to Piper, students’ grades are 
not suffering as a result of frequent splits. 
 “If anything, our students’ grades 
have increased slightly,” Piper said.
Before switching to the trimester schedule, Seaholm 
administrators conferred with other districts in the 
trimester format and asked specifically about their 
student’s grades and found that there was not much of 
a fall-off in grades, which also holds true at Seaholm.
   But if good grades are not the case for every-
one, Piper said that an individual who needs these 
courses back to back can talk to their counselors 
about making the change. While the student may 
not get all of the courses that he or she would 
like, they could potentially have better grades in 
math and science with their classes back to back.
   So while students may complain to one another, 
it seems as though frequent splits in math and sci-
ence classes are not going to change in the near 
future. Unless there are large amounts of students 
looking for the change, it is likely that the prob-
lem will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.

Separation Anxiety
Students and staff 
struggle to bridge the gap 
between core classes 
separated by the 2nd      
trimester

Let Your 
Voice Be 

Heard
Write a Letter to the 

Editor:

tips@seaholmhighlander.com

   In the February of 2007 issue of The Highlander, 
reporters Calla Glavin and Jordan Kristopik wrote 
an article documenting how Seaholm students 
throw away approximately 10,000 dollars per year, 
a dime at a time, and don’t even realize it.  
   This money is thrown away in the form of bottles 
and cans that are worth 10 cents apiece once they 
are recycled.
   It has been 18 months since the article was pub-
lished, and yet a general lack of interest in matters 
of recycles still plagues Seaholm, but an inspired 
few have stepped up to the plate and taken action.
   Sophomore Brian Corley and freshman Aaron 
Cohen have started their own Flex-wide recycling 
program in an attempt to raise money for various 
Flex programs.
   “It’s mainly [for] Flex students,” Cohen said.
   Corley had big ideas for expanding and making 
the program school-wide.
    “If we could do it for the whole school then maybe 
the school could have more funding,” Corley said.  
“We could put more money towards Flex or other 
classes and get more supplies since we don’t have a 
lot of money for that right now.”
   Corley originally got the idea for the recycling 
program from an elective he had took in Flex earlier 
this year.
   “I was taking this elective called the Global Citi-
zen and it was about being a good citizen for the 
21st century,” Corley said.  “I haven’t really been 
the best at recycling before this, and now I try to 
think about it more.”

   Corley explained that the bins have been in place 
ever since half-way through the 1st trimester, but 
the effectiveness has been minimal.
   “We haven’t gotten a lot of money because some-
times people will put random trash in bottles,” Cor-
ley said.  “We’ve gotten like 11 bucks.”  
   Cohen had a simple solution for students choosing 
to deposit their empty bottles or cans in the trash 
rather than recycling 
them.
   “Just [put the] recy-
cling bins right next 
to trash cans,” Cohen 
said.
   Upon entering 
Seaholm’s cafeteria, 
one might notice sev-
eral blue recycling bins 
intended for bottles 
and cans only, apart 
from the other trash 
cans scattered through-
out the lunchroom.
   Seaholm’s Custodial Supervisor, Allen Pendleton 
explained the recycling procedure that the custodial 
staff follows when handling the bins in the cafete-
ria.
    “After we collect [the bottles and cans], we take 
them to the Special Ed department and they use it 
to offset some of their cost,” Pendleton said.  “They 
come down in the lunch room and they help with 
getting the pop bottles and the cans and the other 

recyclable stuff.”
   However, these are not the only efforts that have 
been made to increase recycling.
   The staff at The Maple Tree devised a reward 
system for students who went out of their way to 
recycle.
   Upon bringing an empty pop bottle to The Maple 
Tree, a student receives two free Laffy Taffys.
   According to Seaholm substitute teacher Evan 
Treharne, senior Allison Muirhead deserves the 
credit for this ambitious plan.
   “We are trying to do our part to make Seaholm 

an environmentally 
friendly school,” said 
Treharne.
   Junior Calla Glavin 
noted that there is a 
bright blue recycling 
bin intended for pa-
per in every room but 
there is no place, oth-
er than the garbage, 
for bottles and cans.
   “They could prob-
ably put bottle bins in 
every room,” Glavin 

said.
Glavin pointed out another flaw in limiting the bot-
tle and can receptacles to just the cafeteria.  
   “What I think is that they should have them all 
around the school because juniors and seniors don’t 
typically eat in the cafeteria,” Glavin said.  “So 
that’s half the school population.”
   Glavin reinforced that by not doing something 
so simple as throwing cans into the recycling bin 
rather than the trash, students are also throwing 
away an opportunity to help themselves, and help 

the school.
   “We’re spending the money anyways, so if we 
get a return on the money we’re spending, it would 
probably help the school,” Glavin said.

Amanda Smith
Staff Writer
asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

“We are trying to do our part 
to make Seaholm an environ-
mentally friendly school.”

Evan Treharne
Seaholm Teacher

Let Me See That Pong

Maddy Beauregard
Staff Writer
mbeauregard@seaholmhighlander.com

   Match day has arrived. Senior player Will Kane 
unzips his butterfly 2000 from its velvet black case 
and prepares for battle. 
   “With my ping pong paddle, I dominate all,” said 
Kane. 
   The Seaholm Ping Pong club will kick off its sea-
son today during an informational meeting, with 
the returning members ready to compete. 
   “During the warm up right before a match when 
you look at your opponent and you can see from 
the fierceness of their eyes that it’s on, it’s on like 
Donkey Kong,” said senior Tom Turnbull.
   The returning singles champion, club advisor, Mr. 
Reed- Nordwall should be ready for a challenge. 
   “I want to take RN down”, said junior Jake Drut-
chas. For Kane, Turnbull, and Drutchas, this season 
they are looking forward to “wrecking the competi-
tion.” 
   However, RN enjoys the competition.
   “I grew up with ping pong and it is one of my fa-
vorite ways to spend the evenings.  There is some-
thing familial about the sport.  You play hard, but it 
is in a loving way,” said RN.
   Unfortunately this season may be different for 
RN. He recently broke his hand. 
   “I’ll find out tomorrow what it means, but I can 
intimidate ambidextrously,” said RN, meaning he 
will attempt to play left-handed.
   Seaholm teacher Tim Cibor is looking forward 
to “destroying cocky students.” His favorite aspect 
of the ping pong club was playing Mr. Bernacki, 
“he will be sorely missed.” However, “ping pong 
is a true test of a person’s determination, enthusi-
asm, work ethic, pride, humility, and overall ath-
leticism.”
   Turnbull says some of the players to look out for 
are “Cameron Boese, Max Powell, Jay Zaleski, and 
William Scott.” 
   Kane disagreed.

    “There is only one good Will in this club,” Kane 
said. 
    Drutchas also says Mr. Cibor is a force to be 
reckoned with. 
   “I’m so happy that is the word on the street. I will 
be there every day, paddle in case, ready to play,” 
said Cibor.
   Despite the competition, the players manage to 
have some fun.
   ”My favorite part of the ping pong club is the 
amount of fun everyone has,” said Drutchas.
   RN adds, “The energy of the students is great, 
and, it is wonderful to see students loving some-
thing wholesome.  Too many people think all kids 
are out doing the wrong things.  As the largest club 
at Seaholm, there is evidence that kids these days 
want something to belong to and something to do 
there.”
   Each team has four players, two singles and one 
double. They play each team over the course of the 
season until the final tournament when a bracket is 
created based on the wins during the season. 
   Anyone can join by creating a team or joining 
an existing one. The cost is $20 per person and 
matches are after school on Thursdays beginning 
after winter break.
   “We welcome an audience,” said Kane.

Ellen Vonfoerster
Staff Writer
evonfoerster@seaholmhighlander.com

Ping-Pong club staff adviser David Reed-     
Nordwall gets pumped for the upcoming club 
season. Photo by Celia Nelson

Making Change a Dime At a Time

Photo by Celia Nelson

Freshman Aaron Cohen makes a difference when it comes to the enviroment. How about you?
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FROM PAGE 1 a crew comes in the next 
day and clears that out.”

According to the MDOT website, 
major roads in Oakland County such 
as Woodward Ave and Northwestern 
Highway north of I-696 are now 
categorized as priority two blue routes.

“It’s not that we are saying Woodward 
isn’t important,” said Morosi. “Is 
W o o d w a r d 
heavily traveled 
in Oakland 
C o u n t y ? 
Absolutely. But 
on Woodward, 
the speeds are 
lower than the 
freeway and 
people who are 
doing more local 
driving.”

So with 
q u e s t i o n a b l e 
road conditions 
to be expected, 
could Seaholm 
students also 
expect more 
snow days 
this winter? 
“Traditionally 
we determine [snow days] on the side 
streets that don’t get plowed,” said 
Larson. 

“Whenever you get anything that’s 
over 6 or 7 inches and up, you run the 
risk of buses getting stuck,” said Piper.

According to the Durham bus drivers 
employed by the school district, some 
drivers are already feeling the effects of 
the adjustment.

“[We’re] definitely feeling the effects 
a little bit,” said Durham driver and 
certified driving trainer Joel Weiss.  
“[Salt Trucks] aren’t putting salt out, 
they are doing primary roads only and 
none of the back streets are getting done. 
If you think about it, 100% of the streets 
we go through are back streets.”

As Weiss and many other certified 

Snow
drivers are well aware, icy roads can be 
dangerous when driving a high utility 
vehicle, even when the streets have been 
plowed.

“Well for one thing when they plow the 
streets, the streets actually get narrower 
and we have a tough time handling the 
buses through the streets and getting 
good traction on ice,” said Weiss. 

As a result of the school district’s 
privatization of bus drivers’, new 
company policies may put drivers and 
students at risk.

“There were certain roads that we 
would not go down because it was not 

safe for our 
drivers but 
that’s all been 
e l i m i n a t e d , ” 
said Weiss. “We 
have to go down 
those streets 
therefore; buses 
are going to get 
stuck. Buses are 
going to slide.”

S e a h o l m 
students have 
also felt the 
r ami f i ca t ions 
of an icier 
winter after 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
minor car 
crashes while 
c o m m u t i n g 
t h r o u g h o u t 

Metro Detroit.
“I was driving to school and the roads 

were pretty slick,” said junior Lindsay 
Boeckl. “This lady slid through a stop 
sign and smashed my front end. They 
almost totaled the car.”

After heavy snowfall in area, Seaholm 
senior Sylvie Turner recently experienced 
a serious accident as a result of icy roads 
on Interstate 96.

“I thought my jeep could handle the 
bad weather, but it’s not as tough as I 
thought it was,” said Turner. “Driving 
down the streets can get kind of risky, 
especially when I’m late for school.”

Turner is one of many Seaholm 
Drivers who takes Woodward Avenue 
to get to school and fears the effects of 
MDOT’s adjustments.

“That pisses me off, frankly,” said 
Turner. “It’s dangerous and unfair.” 

“Everyone is having a tight time with 
money right now,” said Boeckl. “They 
might not have the money to salt, but a 
lot of people don’t have money to pay 
for an accident.”

In some cases, winter road conditions 
have kept teachers from making it to 
school on time.

“I was late to school for the second 
time in all my years of teaching this year 
because of black ice on the freeways,” 
said English teacher Kathleen Reeves.

Despite these winter-related mishaps, 
MDOT wants the public to know that 
they are in no real danger.

“I would like to assure the public and 
the students that even though we have 
had to make these adjustments, we will 

not put the public in peril,” said 
Morosi.

Morosi also notes that when 
driving to school, students and 
teachers may experience snowy 
roads simply because of morning 
traffic.

“Those roads are not going to 
get plowed until after morning 
rush hour,” said Morosi. “When 
you have that much heavy traffic 
on the roadways, the plows can’t 
do their job.”

Just as time is a factor in the 
streets conditions, the temperature 
can also inhibit salt trucks from 
maintaining the roads.

“We don’t foresee an increase 
in accidents, [but] are certain 
temperatures where salt is just 
not effective,” said Morosi.  
“There are going to slippery spots 
whether someone has salted or 

not. We are advising drivers as always 
to drive with caution.”

With a chance of more snow days 
this winter, Seaholm students and staff 
also run the risk of making up missed 
days by cutting into winter vacations 
and summer break.

“I’m pretty sure we’ll allow five, 
maybe six before we have to make 
them up in during summer,” said 
Piper. “That would be a School Board 
decision.”

With teachers already under pressure 
to squeeze curriculum into a trimester 
that is already shortened between 
vacations, the Michigan Merit Exam, 
and frequent snow days, a surplus of 
snow days could put teachers in even 
more of a crunch.

“It’s definitely hard to get everything 
done on time,” said English teacher 
Jane Labond. “We had to move a lot of 
stuff around last year to accommodate 
for snow days.”

But despite a possible increase 
in snow days due to uncertain road 
conditions, both the Seaholm staff and 
Birmingham district remain optimistic 
for whatever weather related challenges 
the this winter may bring.

“We always do what it takes to get 
things done on time,” said Reeves.

“We’ve never had to cut into 
vacations in my 11 years here,” said 
Piper. “I haven’t even heard discussion 
about [MDOT] cutbacks, so I guess 
we’ll just have to wait and see.”

“I’m not going to be overly alarmed,” 
said Larson, who as superintendent has 
the power to call a district wide snow 
day. “We’ll just see.”

and create individual pay plans for 
every student.

The inflating costs of highly selective 
colleges combined with the economic 
catastrophe have contributed to a 
substantial increase in applicants to 
moderately selective schools, like the 
Big 10s, who have the ability to provide 
students a world class education for 
a lesser cost than the Ivies or others 
on that level. 

“Our admissions are up about 
12 percent,” said Maria Bassich, 
an associate admissions director 
at Indiana University. “Students 
are still interested in IU, hopefully 
with financial aid opportunities and 
scholarship opportunities we can 
defer some of the costs of out of state 
tuition.” 
   Over the past twelve years college 
tuition in state and out of state has 
increased substantially. According to 
the College Board tuition has nearly 
doubled from what it was ten years 
ago and out of state tuition has more 
than doubled. 

“What kids twelve years ago paid 
for out of state tuition is what kids now 
pay for In-State tuition,” said Maria 
Bassich an admissions worker from 
Indiana University, an out of state school 
consistently attracting students from 
Seaholm.  

Some Seaholm students are provided 
with the opportunity to disregard costs 
and pursue their dream school outside of 
Michigan. The increase in spots available 
plays to the strength of Seaholm Students 
because the typical family at Seaholm 
is much more likely to be able to fund 
an education at a top 15 school than the 
average applicant.

 Seaholm senior Scott Covey, who 

was admitted early decision to Cornell 
University, where he has decided to 
attend instead of the Honors College at 
University of Michigan, was one of the 
fortunate few able to reap the benefits of 
his academic determination combined 
with an affluent status.

“The academic opportunities 
outweigh their higher economic costs,” 
said Covey. “May dad is helping me 
fund college and he said I could go to a 
more expensive college.”

However some students are not 
so fortunate. Senior John Lewis was 
planning on applying to exclusive out of 
state schools such as William and Mary 
and Lehigh, until the value of his 503 b 

dropped significantly, propelling John 
to plan on staying in state.

“I wanted to attend them because 
they are more prestigious outside 
the Midwest,” said Lewis. “All of 
my college money was in a 503, it 
fell like a rock with the rest of the 
market. Now, there is no way that we 
could handle the tuition of William 
and Mary.” 

Affluence alone doesn’t guarantee 
a spot; the most selective schools 
are still looking for GPA, test scores 
and grade trends, and admissions 
offices claim income is not taken into 
consideration. Even so, this admission 
cycle is the best time to apply to the 
ideal reach school, as spots open 

up due to financial difficulties, those 
from affluent communities such as 
Birmingham may have an easier time 
finding themselves at an Ivy.
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“[We’re] definitely feeling 
the effects a little bit. [Salt 
Trucks] aren’t putting salt 
out, they are doing primary 
roads only and none of the 
back streets are getting done. 
If you think about it, 100% 
of the streets we go through 
are back streets.”

Joel Weiss
Durham Bus Driver

     Woodward 
(priority two road)

     Telegraph 
(priority two road)

 Northwestern Hwy
(priority two road)

Priority two (BLUE) state roads like Woodward, Northwestern Highway and Telegraph could see less plowing as the 
state looks to cut costs. Freeways I-75, 696 and I-96 will not be affected by the move.  

MDOT move could slow commute

Seaholm’s bus drivers face a slower commute, as routes could be more slick

WAITING LIST from PAGE 1

“Our admissions are up about 
12 percent. Students are still 
interested in IU, hopefully with 
financial aid opportunities and 
scholarship opportunities we 
can defer some of the costs of 
out of state tuition.”

Maria Bassich 
Indiana University Associate   
Admissions Director 

Economic woes could create opportunities
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   It’s true: varsity letters and 
jackets are rarely seen worn in the 
hallways of Seaholm High School. 
   However, that doesn’t diminish 
from the fact that getting a varsity 
letter from the school is the 
school sending a message, and 
it goes something like this: ‘We 
acknowledge you the student’s 
achievements as a 
student athlete, 
and recognize 
y o u r 
individual 
talent for 
whatever it 
is you do, 
and thank 
you for putting your 
time and energy 
into competing 
for Seaholm’. 
It’s a keepsake of 
sorts, something 
to save and show 
your grandkids
   The varsity letter 
is a symbol of 
pride, and, more 
importantly, of 
being recognized as 
an individual talent.
   However, student athletes 
aren’t the only students getting 
this recognition from the school. 
No, band and orchestra students 
get varsity letters as well. 
   This leaves me scratching my 
head. Not because band and 
orchestra students don’t deserve 
letters, because they certainly do. 
They put just as much time and 
effort into playing their instrument 
as most athletes do with their sport. 
   No, this leaves me confused 
because non-athletic teams such 
as debate and forensics get no 

such recognition from the school. 
No letter, no pride, no recognition 
past a short announcement over the 
loudspeaker (which most students 
will never hear because the 
classroom is too noisy) or a quick 
line on the Daily Bulletin (which 
many students will never see 
because many teachers simply turn 
the T.V. off or mute the sound).
   Students in debate and forensics 
compete against other schools 
statewide, put tremendous amounts 

of energy into their 
craft, and dedicate 

large amounts of 
time every 
week to 
their team, 
just like 
S e a h o l m 
s t u d e n t 
athletes and 
band and 

o r c h e s t r a 
s t u d e n t s . 

   Yet, unlike 
Seaholm student 

athletes and band and 
orchestra students, what 
kids on debate and forensics 
are talented at is considered 
second rate, less important, 
less useful to life within and 
outside of Seaholm’s walls. 

   When, in reality, knowing 
how to speak and know what you 
are talking about is imperative 
when you leave high school 
if you want to be successful.    
   If the precedent has been set that 
you don’t need to be in Seaholm 
athletics in order to get a varsity 
letter and that you just need to be 
talented, the range of students who 
dedicate their talents to the benefit 
of Seaholm’s clubs and teams 
should certainly be widened. If 
not a varsity letter, something, 
anything, that symbolizes 
recognition from the school.

Josh Cohen
Opinion Editor
Jcohen@seaholmhighlander.com

Varsity Failure

Political Cartoon

The Seaholm Highlander has taken upon itself the divine authority to dish out grades for the year of 2008, in 
other words a report card. Administrators, teachers and students alike be frightened, here at The Highlander we 
have a knack for stern judgment of those whom we are surrounded by on a daily basis, a grading policy that 
would make the unyielding Mr. Wilhelm tremble in fear. The Highlander has decided to judge the administra-
tion, teachers and students on five core subjects: Facilities, Scheduling, Preparation and Teaching, Publicly 
Demonstrated Affection (more commonly known as PDA) and Athletic Potential.  So without much further ado, 
here are Seaholm’s results.

FACILITIES
What was expected to be an easy A was hindered by the incompletion of the weight room, which 
was supposed to have been completed, tiled and portioned off at the beginning of the school 
year. Despite this one poor aspect, the administration has followed through in providing the 
student body a top notch pool, adding drinking fountains to the gym area, new bathrooms and 
a visually appealing entrance from the parking lot to the school. The new facilities have also 
provided the student body a new domain for Seaholm’s couples who feel the need to demon-
strate what lights their fire to everyone else, well done administration. 

SCHEDULING 
Taco Bell at 10 am, anyone? For those who embark on the early morning trek to the various 
unwholesome lunch locations and enjoy it, The Highlander salutes your tainted body clock. For 
those rational members of the Seaholm Community who don’t like Taco Bell, McDonalds, Potbelly 
or Papa Romano’s at 10:05 am as opposed to a customary lunch time, our sympathies go out 
to you. A lunch is the greatest travesty in Seaholm scheduling history--its early hours cor-
relate very well with breakfast time on weekends. In fact, this year students have been known 
to hit up breakfast places like Original House of Pancakes during their lunch period, not because 
they crave pancakes, but because it is simply the only option that makes sense at 10 am. 

PREPARATION AND TEACHING
The staff finds the teachers here to have done a good job in 2008 in preparing students 
for whatever life they may live beyond the walls of Seaholm. A special recognition should go 
out to the government teachers and Social Studies staff for an excellent demonstration of 
knowledge during the 2008 election. The math and science department continued to challenge 
students in their analytical endeavors and our English department taught us to delve deep 
into literary works and (apologies for cheesiness) “come to terms with self and society”. Props 
to everyone, as Seaholm continues its academic excellence, garnering another spot in the Top 
1000 public schools and top 10 in the state.

PDA
Well at least something is going right in Michigan, it seems the economic downturn has created 
some sort of urge to embrace one’s High School crush in a public fashion. As addressed in the 
facilities comments, the new construction has become the ideal location for Seaholm’s young 
lovers to show the world just how much their partner means to them. Disregarding common 
decency, these young couples caress, contaminate and do the dirty dance in their pants in plain 
sight at the end of the everyday, as upperclassmen walk out to the parking lot. The Highlander 
would like to let all those couples out there know to keep up the good work in 2009, there is 
no shame in investing so much interest in something that will surely be over within a couple 
months. 

ATHLETICS
We have already addressed the football issues enough times, and congratulated those who 
deserved recognition in other sports in our previous issues, though one more time never 
hurts. The Highlander has deliberated and decided that to Seaholm’s standards, 2008 was a 
year in sport to be proud of. Congrats to the multiple state champions and those who came 
ever so close. And to the basketball team, things are looking very promising, and although The 
Highlander is not accustomed to covering a solid hoops squad, we would be happy to work with 
you. 

Cartoon by Megan Joseph



      

Highlander’s Best of 2008

 Best

Movies:  Best  

Music: Best

1. The Dark Knight
2. Sex and the City
3. 21
4. Iron Man
5. Wall-e

1. Coldplay
 Viva La Vida
2. T.I.
 Paper Trail
3. Girl Talk
 Feed the Animals
4. Metro Station
 Shake it
5. Britney Spears
 Circus



      

Highlander’s Best of 2008

Worst

Music: Best

Movies:  Worst  
1. Love Guru
2. Indiana Jones 4
3. Fools Gold
4. Get Smart
5. The Strangers

1. Coldplay
 Viva La Vida
2. T.I.
 Paper Trail
3. Girl Talk
 Feed the Animals
4. Metro Station
 Shake it
5. Britney Spears
 Circus

Music: Worst
1. Madonna
 Hard Candy
2. New Kids on the Block
 The Block
3. Jesse McCartney
 Departure
4. Miley Cyrus
 Breakout
5. Mariah Carey
 E=MC2
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INSIDE:

The Man, the Math, the Legend

Students may find it hard to believe from the above pictures that any rumors associating Wilhelm with the male model/fashion industry are false.Photos by Alexi Knock

The Highlander goes off on a ‘tangent’ 
about math enthusiast Thad Wilhelm
Alexi Knock
Lifestyles Editor
aknock@seaholmhighlander.com

Was he really drafted by the NBA? Does 
he wear a Metallica T-shirt under all his 
clothes? And were he and Mr. Bruns 
separated at birth?
   These questions, and countless oth-
ers, run through the minds and mouths 
of Seaholm students as they sit in math 
class soaking in the teachings of Thad 
Wilhelm. 
   “We get way too into his personal life 
in class,” said senior Kevin Crimmins, 
who is currently in Wilhelm’s PreCalcu-
lus class.
   After a grueling session of math, al-
most every day turns into a game of 20 
questions where students can’t seem to 
get enough information on this man that 
radiates an air of mystery and intrigue. 
Instead of figuring out Pythagorean 
identities, students are much more con-
cerned with identifying the man behind 
the glasses that magnify his eyes just 
enough to see that certain sparkle of an 
undercover hero. 
   After years of rumors swirling around 
about Wilhelm, the time has come to 
separate fact from fiction and set the re-
cord straight about his past, present, and 
oh-so-ominous future.
   “Mr. Wilhelm is single-handedly the 
most fascinating human being I’ve ever 
met,” said senior Sarah Kanaan.
   Kanaan is not the only person that feels 
this way. There is a group on Facebook 
entitled “The Cult of Wilhelm,” where 
current and former students discuss the 
ins and outs of the mystifying teacher’s 

life. The group was started by Eric Choi, 
who, before attending Stanford Univer-
sity, had Wilhelm for Chemistry in 2002 
at Newport High School in Bellevue, 
Washington.
   “He was a very popular teacher at 

Newport. People liked to hang out in 
his room after class and just chat,” said 
Choi, “and he was voted teacher of the 
year during his first or second year. “
   Wilhelm even participated in a talent 
show skit at Newport where students 
danced in open bathroom stalls on stage 
with their pants at their ankles. At the 
end of the skit, Wilhelm opened his stall 
door absent of trousers as well.
   “The director said he had never heard 
the theater get so loud with so much 
laughter,” said Wilhelm, “it was hysteri-
cally funny and very unexpected.”
   Students at Seaholm show their ap-
preciation for Wilhelm by giving him 
stamps as gifts He started using the 
stamps about nine years ago and has ac-
cumulated dozens thus far.
   “My favorite is the purple cow,” said 
Wilhelm.
   In addition to a whole Facebook group 
and a collection of stamps devoted to 
Wilhelm, a few Seaholm underclass-
men got together to create ‘A Tribute to 
Thaddeus Wilhelm,’ which is a compi-
lation of over a dozen drawings of the 
teacher as a wide range of historical 
and fictional characters. The cartoons 
include Lumberjack Thad, Thaddeus L. 
Jackson, Shaquille O’Wilhelm, and Op-
timus Thaddeus.
   The only flaw in the binder of art, how-
ever, is Wilhelm’s first name. Before un-
veiling the man cleverly hidden behind 
Trigonometry and Pascal’s Triangle, it 
would be helpful to know what his name 
really is. Contrary to popular belief, 
Wilhelm’s first name is not Thaddeus.
It’s Thad. 
   Just Thad. 
   Rumor has it his middle name is Lud-
lam, which has been confirmed as true 
by the man himself.
   It would also be helpful to know Wil-
helm’s roots. He grew up in a farming 
town in Ohio with his sister Susan and 
brother Brett.  This goes against the con-
stant banter regarding Wilhelm’s alleged 
20 siblings. 
   In high school, Wilhelm did not feel he 
hung with a specific crowd of people. 
   “I was in sort of a weird mix of crowds, 
but mostly I was just by myself,” said 
Wilhelm.
   His name and family are not the only 
false speculations about Wilhelm; he has 
also been rumored by Newport High 
School to be a Pro Wrestler under the 
name “Thaddeus Wilhelm,” which con-
nects back to the buzz at Seaholm con-
cerning his surprisingly innate athletic 
abilities.
   “I hear he can bench like 300 pounds,” 
said Crimmins.
   “Professional wrestler? You’ve seen 
me right?” said Wilhelm, denying he 
ever had any affiliation with the WWE.
   “His athletic ability shows through when 
he flips that marker all the time without 
even looking at it!” said Kanaan. 

   That very marker-flipping was done 
back at Newport as well, where the stu-
dents have tried to calculate exactly how 
many times he did it per day (approxi-
mately 9.123 X 10^31).
   “I’m fidgety,” said Wilhelm, “I had 
a summer job once in college that was 
very boring and that’s when it started. I 
started flipping a pen around and never 
stopped.”
   Maybe, flipping his marker is all just an 

elaborate conspiracy that helps Wilhelm 
in his training for the night of Dodge 
Fest where he can be seen effortlessly 
knocking kids down as a lean, mean, 
dodge ball machine and the not-so-se-
cret weapon for the staff team.
   “I don’t practice. I’m just good at 
throwing things I guess,” said Wilhelm.
   In addition to Dodge ball, Wilhelm has 
been known to be gifted in the game of 
basketball. Students often discuss his 
history with the game.
   “I heard he played at least minor league 
basketball,” said Kanaan.
   The truth is, there was no draft by the 
NBA. Although Wilhelm enjoys basket-
ball, he has never played professionally.
   “I played basketball in high school, 
that’s about the end of my organized 
sports career,” said Wilhelm.
   Though there are a lot of truths and 
rumors connecting Wilhelm with vari-
ous recreational activities, one cannot 
forget his achievements in his favorite 
sport: math.
   Currently, Wilhelm is working on a 
textbook entitled “Mindset,” which is an 
alternative to PreCalculus. Helping him 
in the creation are people from Wayne 
State University, North Carolina State 
University, and North Carolina Char-
lotte. Though Wilhelm teaches Pre Cal-
culus at Seaholm, the textbook offers a 
way to use technology and the math of 
operations research in order to solve 
real world problems. This kind of math 
is how complex decisions are made in 
a business type environment. Over the 
summer, Wilhelm helped train around 
40 high school teachers to start high-

lighting some of the materials in their 
classrooms.
   “I think Seaholm is so geared toward a 
traditional math curriculum to get ready 
for calculus,” said Wilhelm, “the text-
book isn’t mainstream math, so I don’t 
know if it would fly in Birmingham.”
   Taking a step away from math, one 
of the greatest wonders regarding Wil-
helm’s personal life is his relationship 
with Eric Bruns, who teaches AP Calcu-
lus and Geometry in the classroom right 
next door. 
    “It’s so cute, they are always man-
flirting about math in one of their class-
rooms,” said Kanaan. 
   Students often wonder what the two do 
outside of Seaholm’s walls.
   “To be in Mr. Bruns and Mr. Wilhelm’s 
inner circle,” said Kanaan, “that’s like 
something you can only dream about.”
   According to Bruns, however, it was 
not friendship at first sight.
   “When we were introduced, I kind of 
sized him up and thought, ‘there’s no 
way,’” said Bruns, “I didn’t think there’d 
be any sort of connection”
   Now, though, the two hang out outside 
of school about twice a month.
   “On a Friday or Saturday night us and 
our wives will watch a movie or play a 
game,” said Bruns.
   In the midst of watching movies and 
enjoying Wilhelm’s fabulous cooking, 
do the two find time to discuss math?
   “Our wives try to keep us on track with 
more social things,” said Bruns, “outside 
of school, we talk about math on a so-
cially acceptable level.”
   Another activity the two enjoy is set-
ting up play-dates for their children. 
Wilhelm’s daughter, Olivia and Bruns’ 
son, Grey, are only a few months apart 
in age. 
   “I would absolutely love it if our kids 
got married,” said Bruns, “I would just 
insist that all holiday get-togethers are at 
his house.” 
   However, there is one case in which 
Bruns would not like to see the two wed-
ded. 
   “Olivia could turn out to be not good 
at math and there is no way my son is 
going to marry someone that’s not good 
at math.” 
   Some students may be confused by the 
potentiality of the two children getting 
married because, as legend has it, Bruns 
and Wilhelm are identical twins. On the 
contrary, the teachers did not meet un-
til about four years ago when Wilhelm 
moved to Birmingham from Seattle, 
Washington.
   “I’ve been asked if we are brothers 
too many times to count,” said Wilhelm, 
“only once though I was asked if I was 
his father.”
    “There is a huge difference between 
us,” said Bruns, “he is extremely hand-
some, and I am incredibly handsome. I 
don’t know how people can’t see that. 
Plus, he’s got a good half-inch on me as 
far as receding hairline goes.”
   Even though he strongly disagrees 
with this common misconception, Bruns 
understands sometimes they themselves 

contribute to the rumor.
   “Last year, with no prior discussion we 
both decided to start growing our beards 
out on the exact same day,” said Bruns, 
“I walked in on a Monday and he looked 
at me and goes ‘you’ve got to be kidding 
me.’”
   Both men say there are immense dif-
ferences between them, yet the two made 
this claim in an eerily similar way.
   “I feel like [people who think we are 
twins] must only know one of us.” said 
Wilhelm.
   “It’s clear that [people who think we 
are twins] obviously only know 1 of us,” 
said Bruns. “Because our personalities 
are very different.”
   Although their friendship is strong, is it 
really on a ‘bromance’ level?
   “Aside from the romantic connotations 
that are usually attributed to the that 
term, as far as platonic math teachers are 
concerned, I’d call us soul mates,” said 
Bruns. “It’s phenomenal the common-
alities that we’ve found in each other. 
I don’t know how my wife would feel 
about that though.”
   Even more talked about than the Wil-
helm-Bruns bond is the rumor of Wil-
helm’s tattoo (or lack thereof).
   “That’s a rumor I feel like I can neither 

confirm nor deny,” said Wilhelm. “We 
all need some uncertainty in life.” 
   Wilhelm, never a fan of attention, did 
not vehemently deny having a tattoo; he 
merely left it up to the Seaholm commu-
nity to decide whether this was real or a 
rumor.
   Bruns, however, gave a slightly more 
specific response.
   “I don’t want to make him mad, but 
you know how you get some rumors that 
come and there’s kind of a flurry of ac-
tivity about these rumors and they just 
die out,” said Bruns. “That happens for 
a lot of rumors that are just rumors. But 
if a rumor has been around for years and 
years, most of the time those rumors are 
true,” to which he later added, “if you 
can read between the lines.”

‘King of the Sea’ from ‘A        
Tribute to Thadddeus Wilhelm’           
Photo by Alexi Knock

‘Wizard Wilhelm’ from ‘A     
Tribute to Thadddeus Wilhelm’          
Photo by Alexi Knock

‘Shaquille O’  Wilhelm’ from ‘A 
Tribute to Thadddeus Wilhelm’ 
Photo by Alexi Knock

Some Seaholm girls walk 
the halls and the catwalk.
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The Interact Club is 
donating holiday cheer 
this season.
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   They’re heard about on 
the nightly news, their com-
mercials have become ever 
more frequent, and their 
pop-up ads come up on 
computers so often, many 
don’t even think twice be-
fore closing them. 
   While the United States 
military advertisements 
have recently become well 
known, in the case of a few 
Seaholm students, the ca-
reer path has always been 
on their radars. For junior 
Joel Cortright, the idea has 
always been floating around 
in his head. 
   “I’ve always wanted to 
serve in the armed forces,” 
said Cortright.  
   But it wasn’t until the 
beginning of high school 
that he really began to con-
sider the idea. With the goal 
of going to the Air Force 
Academy for college, Cor-

tright joined the Civil Air 
Patrol, an auxiliary of the 
air force. The group empha-
sizes aerospace, cadet and 
emergency services train-
ing, along with community 
service. 
   While many might associ-
ate a feeling of fear upon en-
tering war, Cortright said, if 
it came to that, he wouldn’t 
have any concerns. 
   “I know if I died, it 
wouldn’t be for no reason,” 
said Cortright.
   Senior Harrison Gardener 
is another Seaholm student 
with military plans in the 
future.
   “Anyone who enlists in 
the military should already 
know what the repercus-
sions could be,” said Gar-
dener.
   Gardener, who has recent-
ly received an ROTC schol-
arship, wants to join the 
army. With an ROTC schol-
arship, he can now attend 
any college he is accepted 

into, with free tuition. For 
his four years of college, 
Gardener will be attend-
ing the University of Iowa, 
and will be participating in 
their ROTC program. After 
graduation, he’ll become 
a second lieutenant in the 
army. 
   While college costs are 
often a concern for parents, 
to Gardener’s, his desire to 
join the military was more 
prevalent than money.
   “They weren’t happy at 
first”, said Gardener. After 
learning more about why 
he wanted to sign up, how-
ever, they became more un-
derstanding.
   “[The army] builds a 
strong character,” said Gar-
dener. “Courage, physical 
strength, all those attributes 
make a person better all 
around.” 
   Calla Glavin, another 
Seaholm junior, had the op-
posite reaction while dis-
cussing her decision with 

her parents. 
   “They encourage [going 
into the Armed Forces],” 
she said. Anne Glavin, her 
mother, said she truly is 
supportive.
   “All parents are con-
cerned about their children 
going to war,” said Glavin, 
“but I know Calla will get 
a great education and it will 
open many doors. She’ll re-
ally thrive in that environ-
ment, and give back to her 
country.” 
   Glavin aspires to go the 
Naval Academy for college 
and rank high enough in her 
class to qualify for the ma-
rines. 
   When listing all the rea-
sons she wants to join the 
military, Glavin ranked 
‘paying for college’, ‘help-
ing people’, and ‘protect-
ing her country’ as her top 
three. Glavin also empha-
sized the idea of being a 
part of something bigger 
than herself.

   “You’ve got a family of 
hundreds of thousands of 
people,” said Glavin. “You 
get to meet great, extraordi-
nary people.” 
   With plans of making the 
military her life career, she 
explained how nice it is to 
hear other’s admiration for 
her decision to enlist. 
   “It’s the best feeling in the 
world, getting people’s re-
spect,” said Glavin. 
  Matt Wahl, a Seaholm 
graduate of 2008, agreed 
with that statement. Now 
studying to be in environ-
mental and electrical sys-
tems, which will allow him 
to work on military planes, 
Wahl speaks of how much 
the military has done for 
him.
   “The air force has helped 
me make my own deci-
sions,” he said. “It’s matured 
me a lot. I’ve changed.”
    Now based in Wichita 
Falls, Texas at the Shepherd 
Air Force Base, Wahl’s ad-

vice to anyone thinking of 
enlisting is to look at all the 
military branches and see 
which one fits him or her 
best. Don’t join the military 
just to join the military, he 
warned; it’s something you 
have to really want to do. 
   For many, the decision to 
join the armed forces is one 
that comes from the heart, 
and is not made lightly. All 
four students agreed that no 
one should enlist unless they 
know exactly what they are 
getting into. In the end, for 
these future leaders, it’s not 
fear that wins; it’s the belief 
that one person can make a 
difference.
   “You’re doing something 
beyond yourself.” Glavin 
said. “It’s a way to give 
back [and] to protect the 
country that raised you. You 
become a part of this bigger 
experience; you’re adding 
to history.”

Kathryn Watts
Staff Writer
Kwatts@seaholmhighlander.com

Every S
unday my parents force 

me to go to church. Secretly 

the only th
ing I lik

e about 
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In the media center 

after I’m finished I 

shut down my computer 

instead of just logging 

off, so the next per-

son has to relaod the 

whole thing.

EVERYONE HAS A SECRET

My boyfriend has this annoying problem. 

If we are hanging out he wont’t go to 

the bathroom if I’m in the house with 

him.

I’m secretly dating my 

best friends brother.

Lauren Markevich
Staff Writer
Lmarkevich@seaholmhighlander.com

 Her secret:  She was raped 
during one of her years as a 
student at Seaholm.  Since then 
she’s had to live with emotional 
scars and reoccurring thoughts 
and attempts of suicide. 
His secret: In a home with 
an abusive father, he had 
to grow up fast and take on 
responsibilities that many of 
his peers could not relate too. 
After the school bell rings he 
heads home to take care of 
his alcoholic mother and his 
younger siblings. 
   These are just two Seaholm 

students who suffer silently 
from their personal secret life 
experiences they could not 
prevent but along with the rest 
of the students, will get the 
chance to share their secrets and 
try to relieve the weight these 
experiences tend to carry.
After hearing a few stories from 
fellow students at last year’s 
Diversity retreat a few Seaholm 
seniors wanted a way too to get 
the theme of respect and unity 
back into the lives of the student 
body. They came up with an 
idea to do this through a video 
which portrays real life stories 
of 4 current Seaholm students 
dealing with rape, suicide, 
abuse, alcoholism, homelessness 
and prejudice. The video will be 
shown at the Martin Lither King 

Day assembly in collaboration 
with the “Post- Secrets” 
   Through the help of Diversity 
Club and six other Seaholm 
seniors, “Post- Secrets” hopes to 
send Seaholm a message.
    “Respect everyone” senior 
Anna Liss said “because 
everyone is different and 
everyone has a story.” 
Senior Jessica Stanley, Anya 
Cekauskas and Sarah Beth Wells 
thought the students at Seaholm 
needed more unity and after 
looking through the many “Post- 
Secrets” books put together by 
Frank Warren, they got inspired 
and thought it might be a good 
way to bring everyone together.
   “It went with the theme of 
the Martin Luther King Day 

Assembly, which is to bring 
everyone together” Wells said. 
“We want to show everyone 
that each individual person has 
secrets and it’s a common thread 
we all share” 
   A select few of the “Post- 
Secrets” (which will be open to 
anyone at Seaholm to participate 
in) will be placed throughout the 
school leading up to the MLK 
Day assembly.
   However some Seaholm 
students aren’t taking this matter 
to heart and looking at it as a 
joke, saying such “secrets” as “I 
am Batman” (which will not be 
taken into account).
   The teachers at school as 
well as Seaholm High School’s 
Principal Terry Piper, are taking 

part in this event and organizers 
said they need everyone’s 
participation in order to make it 
successful. 
   Senior Allison Muirhead 
is familiar with the books 
and believes that this is will 
be a beneficial thing to do at 
Seaholm. 
   Although some students had a 
different thought process on this 
whole thing.
   “I don’t get it, I’m not sure 
what “Post- Secrets” is or what 
we are supposed to do,” senior 
Chelsea Donlin said.
   In addition to the written 
secrets at the assembly there will 
be a video, which was produced 
by seniors Anna Liss and Alexi 
Knock.
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Too Close For Comfort?

Jared Lincoln
Staff Writer
Jlincoln@seaholmhighlander.com

Two Seaholm lovebirds hold hands while others hold back vomit. Photo by Alexi Knock

Seaholm’s upgraded facilities have 
led  Seaholm sweethearts to find new 
“hot spots” to publicly display their 
affection.

The new facilities have created more 
space traveled by students and teachers. 

“It’s a big area to cover and [Josh 
Young, the Seaholm hall monitor,] is 
doing the best he can,” said Assistant 
Principal Debra Boyer. 

With the loss of two hall monitors, 
Seaholm had only one hall monitor 
coming into the 2008-2009 school year. 
With less man power, Young has to 
monitor both lunches in the cafeteria 
with little help.

 “He’s the only hall monitor we’ve got, 
and he’s in the cafeteria,” said Boyer. 

That leaves most of the school left 
unwatched, and Seaholm couples are 

taking advantage of that. 
“You’re guaranteed to see PDA either 

in the freshman hall, or by the main 
entrance at the front of the school,” said 
Seaholm senior Lucy Keller.

The new gym lobby has become the 
main entrance and exit for Seaholm 
juniors and seniors on their way to and 
from lunch, and for students leaving 
school at the end of the day. Students 
have been spotted multiple times making 
out on the ledges looking over the pool 
during lunches and at the end of the 
day.

“It was gross,” said Seaholm junior 
Bill Getschman. “I just finished my lunch 
and I almost lost it all when I walked into 
school and saw a couple making out on 
the pool ledge. I do not find it the least 
bit attractive.”

After school, when teachers are getting 
ready to leave, and administrators are 
taking care of their work, it has become 
harder to cut down on students displaying 
their affection to one another after 

school. “Limited man power resources 
are definitely a factor,” Boyer said. 

But most students think that when 
the bell rings at 2:45 they are free of the 
schools rules, but that is not the case. 
As long as students are on Seaholm 
property they are expected to maintain 
conduct not distracting of others, and 
most students would consider making 
out in the halls as distracting.“As long as 
they are here at school they are expected 
to maintain good behavior,” said Boyer.

Without the staff specifying what 
good behavior is, the students have been 
left to create their own version of good 
behavior. 

“To a certain extent, I think that 
it’s acceptable for two people that are 
‘together’ to be holding hands, and 
or hugging,” said Keller. “But when 
couples are making out and groping each 
other in the hall way, I don’t believe that 
is for school.” 

“The school should step in when it 
gets to a certain point. That point being 

making out, groping, or much more,” 
said Keller. 

As for the school doing something, 
they merely touch on “Disruptive 
Conduct” in the student handbook. 
Disruptive Conduct being “Any 
conduct that disrupts or interferes with 
the educational process of the school.” 
Though the school board meets every 
year to revise the handbook, there has 
been no change yet.

“The board should try to stop students 
from making out in front of classrooms,” 
said Seaholm sophomore Taylor Stinson. 
“I don’t want to see that on my way to 
class.”

“Anything other than holding hands 
and hugging should not be allowed in 
school,” said Seaholm senior Rachel 
Reem. 

“[The Board would] tap into a body 
of students and say ‘help us develop the 
expectations for student behavior’,” said 
Boyer. 

Stirling Example

Susie Plaggemars
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Splaggemars@seaholmhighlander.com

A remake of the 1950`s film, The Day 
the Earth Stood Still is a thought -pro-
voking film with an all-star cast, well 
done special effects…and an absolutely 
ridiculous and horrible storyline. 
     The story begins when a team of 
scientists are called upon by the U.S 
government to solve the mystery of 
what looks like a giant asteroid that is 
set to crash into Manhattan in less than 
two hours. Dr. Helen Benson (Jennifer 
Connelly), a Princeton professor, is one 
of them. 
     What is expected to be an asteroid 
turns out to be a giant glowing sphere 
that slowly descends into central park. 
   From it emerges an extra-terrestrial 
creature named Klaatu (Keanu Reeves). 
Klaatu is shot, and taken to the hospital. 
Benson takes it upon herself to save 
him, while the rest of the country wants 
him dead. 
   Klaatu claims that he is saving the 
Earth, and Benson and her step son 
Jacob (Jaden Smith) start to trust him. 
That is, until he specifies that saving 
the Earth requires killing off the human 
race. 
   “I`m saving the earth… from you,” 
Klaatu says, outlining his master plan 
to Benson—a master plan that basically 
entails a giant swarm of metal flies that 
can take out an entire city in seconds. 
Yes, it’s that stupid. 
   Meanwhile, similar giant glowing 
spheres descend across Earth, in order 
to capture one of each species on the 
planet—except for humans.  The new 
age Noah’s Ark plan is all set into play 
until Klaatu sees the love and compas-

   Stirling Larson is a 16 year old 
sophomore at Seaholm. He is like 
any other kid except that his dad, Dr. 
David Larson is the superintendent of  
Birmingham Public Schools. 
   Dr. Larson was superintendent of  
Harbor Springs Schools when he got 
the BPS job. When he accepted, he 
brought his family with him.
   “The move wasn’t hard and I made 
friends at Seaholm pretty fast,” Stirling 
Larson said.
   When people find out that his dad is 
the superintendent, he always gets the 
same questions. 
   “They always ask me for a snow 
day during the winter, it gets annoying 
after the 100th time,” Larson said.
   Though a lot of people would find 
it cool to have your dad being the 
superintendent, Stirling acts as though 
his dad has the same kind of job as any 
other dad. 
  “I assume it would be similar to 
being the son or daughter of a teacher 
or principal of the building,” said Dr. 
Larson. “During elementary years, I 
think it was more of a novelty for their 
dad to be the superintendent.  There 
are probably times during the Middle 
School and High School years that 
they are uncomfortable with it.” 
     However, the position does have its 
perks for Stirling.
    “It’s cool that I get to go to any 
sporting event I want for free, and I 
if I forget my books and the school is 
locked I can have dad open it for me,” 
Larson said.
   Larson has kept his father’s status 
low key. Even some of his friends 
failed to make the connection. 
   “I didn’t even know that his dad was 
the superintendent,” sophomore Casey 
Smith said.
   Dr. Larson, despite having an 
extensive schedule, has no trouble 
balancing his parental duties with 
those of the district.
   “Generally, I have been able to 
separate the hats of being a parent and 
a superintendent,” Dr. Larson said. 
“Being a parent is both personal and 
emotional, so I know that there is 
always that potential to consider the 
impact on my kids.” 
   Larson commends the BPS staff 
for the ability to separate his role as 
superintendent and as a parent when he 
meets on issues pertaining to Stirling. 
   “I am always impressed with how 
well the teachers are professional 
in handling the fact that I am the 
superintendent,” Dr. Larson said. “I 
always try to just be a parent during 
conference day.”
    Even though Stirling tries, Dr. 
Larson is not persuaded by his son’s 
campaigning for a snow day.
   “Snow days are sometimes an issue,” 
said Dr. Larson. “While Stirling 
lobbies hard, I will say that he knows 
when to finally back off when there is 
a looming snow storm.” 

The Earth Stood Still... and Put Us to Sleep
sion humans have, and realizes that they 
can change to make the world better. 
Though Klaatu has changed his mind 
about the fate of humans, it may still be 
too late. 
   Despite sheer absurdity on the writing 
end, the acting was beautifully done. 
Keanu played a perfect Klaatu; ro-
botic and wise in his ways, and Jaden 
Smith was as cute as ever. Though the 
specifics of the plot were ridiculous, the 
overall idea of the film is thought-pro-
voking, and definitely worth consider-
ing. Though a sad attempt, the film is 
respectable for the social commentary it 
made about humans slowly killing our 
world, and the importance of changing 
our ways.

Son of the superintendent lives 
the life of a normal student. 

Jeff Butler
Staff Writer
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com
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   For the last month, rumors 
have been sweeping the halls 
of Seaholm High School about 
a potential change in the dress 
code. 
   There was speculation that 
girls would no longer have the 
privilege of wearing leggings or 
other tight pants. 
   However, Principal Terry Piper 
insists that these rumors are 
untrue.
   “We haven’t said ‘all leggings 
are completely banned,’” said 
Piper. “[Though] it’s a pretty 
good possibility.”

   Piper said that if girls keep 
abusing the chance to wear 
leggings, they will not be able to 
wear them any longer.  
   Some girls continuously wear 
thin leggings, despite the fact 
that they have received several 
warnings that the leggings 
are offensive is unacceptable, 
according to Piper. 
   “If it gets to a point where 
it’s impossible to control, then I 
guess we have to ban them.” said 
Piper.
   Piper, a proponent of student 
rights and individual freedoms, 
said he tries to avoid over-
legislating student fashion.
   “Right now we’re trying 

to manage it, and try to give 
students the freedom to dress in a 
way where they feel comfortable, 
and yet still be appropriate,” said 
Piper. “It’s more my style.”
   According to Piper, it is the 
job of the administrator to tell 
students what they’re wearing 
is inappropriate. He also said 
that teachers may file complaints 
about what some students wear.
   He gave requirements as to what 
is appropriate and inappropriate 
for girls to wear. For example, he 
said that thin, tight, form-fitting 
pants are unacceptable.
   “It is not as cut and dry as 
one might seem,” Piper said. 
“Because there are different 
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kinds of leggings.”
   He also mentioned that when he 
pulls people aside, they usually 
have something in their locker to 
wear. “I think the student probably 
knows that they are pushing the 
envelope.” said Piper.
   Piper said that some leggings 
are as thick as blue jeans, but at 
the same time, there are some as 
thin as tights.
    “I haven’t had a lot of 
complaints [from teachers],” said 
Piper. “Just three or four.”
   Piper and other principals 
of the district acknowledged 
the possibility that girls’ tight 
clothing may distract boys from 
their schoolwork, which is why 
Groves Principal Fred Proctor 
said that he banned leggings four 
years ago. 
   “Anything that distracts 
from the educational process 
is unacceptable,” said Proctor.     
“Some things are appropriate for 
different settings.”
   But according to a survey 
conducted by the Highlander on 
Monday December 15, issued to 
50 boys and 50 girls, less than 
one third of boys said they were 
distracted by their classmates’ 
outfits. 
   In total, 68 percent of boys 
answered that they are not 
distracted by girls wearing tight 
pants.
   According to survey 
respondents, fifty percent of boys 
described the clothing worn by 
girls at Seaholm as “always” or 
“mostly” appropriate. Sixteen 
percent described the clothing 

as “mixed” between appropriate 
and inappropriate. Ten percent 
described the clothing as “mostly” 
or “always” inappropriate. 
   A majority of respondents said 
that clothing had no impact on 
their ability to focus on their 
class work.
    The survey also shows that 
79 percent of boys feel that 
inappropriate outfits do not 
distract them from their school 
work.
   “Girls wear tight clothes to 
make a guy like them more,” said 
a male survey respondent.
   In the portion of the survey for 
girls, 86 percent think that girls 
wear leggings to get attention.
  Several girls said that girls try 
to “get attention because they are 
insecure with themselves.”
  Sixty percent of female 
respondents described the 
clothing worn by Seaholm girls as 
“mostly” or “always” appropriate. 

Wearing thin: No changes yet to dress code...
Twelve percent described the 
clothing as “mixed”, while only 
one respondent described the 
outfits as “always” inappropriate. 
The remaining 26 percent left 
that section blank.
  One fourth of female respondents 
said girls wear leggings simply 
because they’re in style.
  Freshman Carley Grushko is 
one of them, and she is strongly 
against any changes to the dress 
code.
  “I think by overdoing dress 
codes, it takes away from 
peoples’ individuality,” said 
Grushko. “Leggings aren’t 
hurting anyone.”
   Grushko wears leggings almost 
every day, and says it’s a part of 
her style. She said that she would 
have a big problem with any 
changes to the dress code.
   “I’m not taking this sitting 
down,” said Grushko. “I would 
take it to the courts, man.”Sarah Belton

Staff Writer
sbelton@seaholmhighlander.com Survey Results:

How would you describe the clothing worn by girls here?
Boys: 53% always appropriate, 13% mostly appropriate, 23% mixed, 
11% mostly inappropriate. 

Girls: 15% always appropriate, 70% mostly appropriate, 15% mixed

Are you distracted by girls wearing tight pants?

Boys: 74% no, 26% yes  /   Girls: 100% no

Do some outfits present a problem to your learning?

Girls: 66% yes, 34 % no      Boys: 50% no, 50% yes

Boys: 86% no, 14% yes  /   Girls: 100% no

Do you think some girls wear inappropriate outfits on 
purpose?

...But that may change if students abuse 
freedoms with inappropriate outfits

   Ranging from six months to 15 years of modeling 
experience, Seaholm has a talented few students 
who can rock the catwalk.  
 Lindsey Mandich and Lindsey Paulsen of Real 
Style Modeling, Rachel Redmond of Traque Model 
Management, and Chelsea Baillargeon of Ford 
Models are the talented women who can strut their 
stuff.    
Although they all enjoy posing for the camera 
and pacing down the catwalk, sophomore 
Rachel Redmond put a spotlight on the reality of 
modeling.
   “It’s not as glamorous as people think,” Redmond 
said. “There is a lot of pressure to look a certain 
way and do certain things, and it’s easy to lose 
confidence in yourself.”  
 Mandich, a senior, agrees to some extent, stressing 
the amount of time it takes to be a model.
  “Modeling is hard to work into my schedule, it is 
very time consuming,” said Mandich.  
  The negative elements of modeling and hard work 
can make the thrilling aspects of this glam job ever 
so sweet.     
  “[It’s] awesome! There is a high intensity from the 
energy of the audience,” explained Mandich.
   Paulsen agreed.
   “Walking in a runway show is probably one of the 
greatest experiences I’ve ever had,” said Paulsen.
   Each of Seaholm’s models has found a different 
path into the industry. Baillargeon, who models for 
the Ford Modeling Agency, got an early start into 
the business, booking her first modeling job at age 
three. Baillargeon’s mother entered her picture in 
a contest of 2,500 entries, and she was selected as 
the winner. 
   “I did a fashion show on the Kelly and Company 
Show -- an old talk show,” Baillargeon said.
  Mandich found a different path. She started 
her recent modeling career by chance, when she 
was scouted three years ago while shopping in 
Birmingham. 
    “[My parents] thought it would be a good way 

for me to make some money, so I tried it and liked 
it,” Mandich said. “Here I am, three years later and 
still modeling!” 
   Mandich is able to defy modeling stereotypes. She 
uses a level-headed approach to remain  relatively 
low-key. 
   “I only model for fun and to make money,” said 
Mandich. 
   With a heavy schedule, it’s important for these 
young models to have a strong support system to 
keep them in check as they undergo the trials and 
tribulations of the fashion industry.  Paulsen finds it 
very helpful that her parents are supportive of her 
modeling. 
   “My mom was in television commercials when she 
was young, and did some modeling in college,” said 
Paulsen. “She thought it was a great life experience 
and passed that feeling on to me.” 

Girls: 3% yes, 97% no      Boys: 70% no, 30% yes

Should the dress code be changed?

Seaholm Seniors Duck Out Early
Taylor Stewart
Staff Writer
   Not many students have graduated early in 
previous years, but since the Birmingham School 
District has changed to trimester schedule more 
students are eligible to graduate before four years 
is over.
   Most seniors may have not even considered early 
graduation as an option, but others yet many still 
opt to make an early exit.
    Senior Ben Eveslage, director of Volunteer Af-

From the Hallway to the Runway
Allie Davidow
Staff Writer
Adavidow@seaholmhighlander.com

rica has chosen to graduate after the 2nd trimester, 
three months early. Starting in March, Eveslage 
will be taking a year off to volunteer in Africa. 
   “I think [colleges] will not mind when I tell them 
why I am doing it,” said Eveslage. “I think it will 
look even better than staying in school because it 
shows that I am actually starting something and 
going with it.” 
   But before leaving for Africa, Eveslage won’t 
exactly be sleeping away his free time. This early 
graduate still plan upcoming Volunteer Africa 
events even after he has left Seaholm. During his 

last days as a high school student, Eveslage does 
regret working less on homework and academic 
pursuits give back to Africa.
   “If I had to look back on this decision, I 
wouldn’t have changed a thing,” Eveslage said. 
   Despite the added responsibilities and distrac-
tions, Eveslage ended last trimester with a 3.9 
GPA.
   Another ambitious senior Sharon Shebib gradu-
ated last trimester hoping to increase her chances 
of getting into Michigan State University. Her 
hope was that applying early for the January 2009 
semester would give her increase her chances of 
getting accepted. For Shebib, that is not the case. 
   Although she was not accepted for the January 
semester Shebib still hopes to be accepted in the 
fall. 
   “As long as you have a backup plan and some-
thing to do,” Shebib said. she would recommend 
graduating early if possible. 

  Some may speculate that students who graduate 
early and don’t head off right to college are wast-
ing time. In Shebib’s case, she claims her time has 
been well spent.
   “I do not just sit at home since I have gradu-
ated,” Shebib said. “I have probably been busier 
than I was when I was in school.” 
   In order to graduate early, Seaholm Assistant 
Principal Deb Boyer said students must have com-
pleted “the core requirements math, science, physi-
cal education, English, social studies, health, fine 
arts, plus elective requirements which all add up to 
28 credits in total.” Students also need to let their 
school know what trimester they want to graduate 
and include a reasonable explanation.
   Advantages of early graduation include being 
able to work and earn a salary to help them pay for 
college or the pursuit of personal plans. 
   “I recommend graduating as early as possible,” 
said Shebib.

These girls know how to look picture   
perfect. Photos courtesy of above models. 

If the dress code changed, leggings like these would be banned.Photo by Celia Nelson
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Tea and Trumpets

Last year, the Seaholm band travelled to New York City. Photos Courtesy of Caroline Sheridan
Elizabeth Oelke
Staff Writer
Eoelke@seaholmhighlander.com
While most Seaholm students are going 
to be surrounded by close family and 
friends over winter break, Sophomore 
Ande Giancarlo will be flying across 
the Atlantic Ocean with her other band 
members. 
   On December 27th, about 120 Seaholm 
band members and chaperones are leav-
ing the country to spend the remainder 
of winter break in London. The band 
takes a big trip every four years, along 
with a smaller trip annually. Last April, 
the band traveled to New York City, but 
this winter the trip to London is consid-
ered the big one, giving students an op-
portunity they could not refuse. 
   “For it to be a big trip, we usually have 
to cross an ocean.” said Tim Cibor, the 
director of Seaholm band. 
   Cibor, along with other volunteer chap-
erones, are very excited to go abroad, 
however this also means keeping a very 
close watch on students at all times. Each 

student going to London had to give Ci-
bor two copies of their passport (just 
in case it got lost somewhere along the 
3,749 mile trip) and were also required 
to sign a behavior contract. 
   Although taking students abroad can be 
stressful, Cibor is extremely organized 
and prepared. Students know the expec-
tations of their band director, and are 
ready to have 
an amazing 
experience.
   The main 
draw to Lon-
don was the 
New Years 
Day parade. 
Cibor has 
had the idea 
of this trip 
for over 3 years. Before the trip was fi-
nalized, Cibor had to apply to be in the 
parade. After sending in videos and re-
cordings, the band was accepted to play 
in the parade in downtown London. 
   This opportunity is huge for the stu-
dents of the band, being that about ½ 
million people will be in attendance at 

the parade. However, that does not in-
clude the other 200 million viewers from 
the televised parade. 
   Although the parade seems like more 
work than play, the band is confident 
that the trip will be something they will 
never forget. 
   “The trip is expensive and I want the 
kids to get as much out of it as possible.” 

said Cibor. 
   “The trip is going to 
be fun instead of educa-
tional,” said Sophomore 
Ande Giancarlo, who 
will be going to London 
for the first time. 
   “It was a really good 
opportunity and sounded 
like fun.” 
   The band has a lot 

packed into this eight-day trip, but there 
is also a lot of time for the students to 
explore the city too. Some of the things 
on the itinerary include: seeing the hit 
Broadway show “Buddy”, visiting the 
Oxford University, and visiting Stratford 
(the place where William Shakespeare 
was born). 

Giving Holiday Cheer

Alexandra Gasiorowski
Staff Writer
agasiorowski@seaholmhighlander.com

   More than 3 dozen Seaholm students 
congregated in Mrs. Kidd’s Foods and 
Nutrition classroom after school to make 
cookies last Tuesday.
   The catch? They’re not making the 
cookies for themselves. These delicious 
baked goods are being made for the less 
fortunate.
   This year, the Interact Community 
Service club saw even more students 
than previous years in the club’s annual 
holiday activity, through the “Adopt a 
Family” program. Members of the club 
baked cookies, made holiday cards, and 
donated holiday gifts to help deserving 
families. They also planned a holiday 
trip to Sunrise Assisted Living center, 
where they played holiday games and 
made crafts with the residents. 
   Along with the Sunrise trip, they also 
traveled to the Ronald McDonald House 
in Detroit, a facility where parents and 
families can stay while their children 
are staying at Children’s Hospital. They 

Interact members baked cookies. Photo by Ali Gasiorowski

made meals for the families and deliv-
ered them some well-needed holiday 
cheer.
“[Making the meal] gives the residents 
one less thing to worry about,” said se-
nior Anna Kosek. “It can be a hard time 
for families, so it’s nice to just let them 
know that we care.”
   “It’s such a wonderful season,” said 
junior Ellen Weburg. “It’s so important 
to give to others who are less fortunate 
than me and make their holidays truly 
joyful.” 
   Students 
like Weburg 
are still giving 
back to the 
co mmu n i ty 
even though 
charitable or-
ganizat ions 
are suffering 
during these 
tough eco-
nomic times. 
   “The spirit of giving back is alive and 
well here at Seaholm,” said Community 

Service Organizer Cheryl Shettel. 
   Throughout the holiday season, the do-
nations that many charitable organiza-
tions receive usually increase. This year, 
due to the recession, many charities re-
ported not receiving as many as previous 
years. 
   “People are donating less, but they are 
still donating,” said Corrine Tetras, Com-
munications Specialist for The American 
Cancer Society. “When times get tough, 
the community needs you even more.”
   While Tetras reported that she believes 
the public realizes how much organiza-
tions such as hers are suffering at this 
time, Laura Wargo, Chief Development 
Officer for the Southfield Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, had a different 
opinion. 
   Wargo’s charity, which has been steadi-
ly declining since the economic slump, 
was previously supported by the United 
Way, which brought in 2.6 million dol-
lars every year to the organization, until 
they decided to discontinue their support 
earlier this year. 
   “We support the troops in Iraq by pay-
ing for deceased soldier’s funerals, pro-
viding counseling to their families, help-
ing them with their mortgage payments, 
and assisting soldiers who return from 
their service with mental illnesses,” 
said Wargo. “We lost all the money that 
helped us provide those things.”
   The Red Cross is also receiving pres-
sure from Congress to succeed. 

   “We are mandated by 
Congress,” Wargo said. 
“Basically, they tell us 
we must do two tasks: 
support the armed forces 
[in monetary forms] and 
provide disaster relief 
and if we don’t we will 
be shut down. However, 
the federal government 
won’t give us any money 
to run our organization.” 

   Since many Americans are losing their 
jobs this year, more people have the need 
for the Red Cross’s aid, but it is extreme-

ly difficult to provide to all of them. 
   “The needs have never been greater, 
yet the donations have never been low-
er,” Wargo explained.  “If the economy 
continues to decline like it is, our organi-
zation will be out of money.” 
   However, there are other ways other 
than monetary donations to help during 
the holiday season. 
   The American Cancer Society devel-
oped a program called “Road to Recov-
ery” where volunteers can donate their 
times and vehicles to transport cancer 
patients to and from their treatments. 
They are also continually looking for 
volunteers for their “Relay for Life” pro-
gram which is held in the spring. 
   “We’re constantly looking for volun-
teers for out annual event,” said Tetras. 
“You can either volunteer to run or be on 
our planning board.” 
   The American Red Cross has also de-
veloped similar programs, such as Blan-
ket Days, which collects blankets for 
homeless people. The organization has 
conveniently positioned boxes at over 
170 locations in the Metro Detroit Area 
where people can drop off twin-sized 
blankets.
   They also accept items such as chil-

The students also made holiday cards. Photo by Ali Gasiorowski

dren’s toothpastes and other personal 
items, for their “comfort kits,” which go 
to the families who must stay at hotels 
paid for by the Red Cross because their 
homes have burned down. 
   However, most charities rely predomi-
nantly on monetary donations. 
   “Financial donations are always the 
most important to us,” said Wargo. 
   Some Seaholm students were happy 
that they found a way to give back that 
was simple, fun and didn’t take up a lot 
of time, yet was meaningful. 
   “Around the holiday time especially, 
it’s really sad that some people are less 
fortunate than others and it feels really 
good to know that you’re making a dif-
ference by making cookies,” said senior 
Beth Oelke. 
   Koseck couldn’t agree more.
   “Helping out can make these times 
happier for everyone.  As cliché as it 
sounds, giving to others is one of the 
best feelings.”

   Seeing all the city has to offer may 
sound challenging, with the band’s tight 
schedule, but Cibor made sure students 
had the opportunity to view whichever 
sights they pleased. Cibor has blocks of 
time unscheduled, in which students will 
be able to go off and view things like the 
Tower of London, the Changing of the 
Guards, and the London Dungeon with 
their chaperone groups. 
   This trip to London is not only going to 
help the reputation of the band, but each 

individual is also going to get something 
amazing out of it. Giancarlo’s reason to 
go to London: “To be famous!”

This year the Seaholm band is going overseas to London, England.

“Helping out can 
make these times hap-
pier for everyone”

-Senior Anna Koseck

Let your voice be heard.

Write a Letter to the Editor

letters@seaholmhighlander.com

“For it to be a big trip, we 
usually have to cross an 
ocean.”

-Tim Cibor
Band Director



Maples suffer first loss
David Foreman
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Lauren Nichols to swim at Purdue

SPORTS
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INSIDE:

   Upon entering Brother Rice’s packed gymnasium Monday 
night, anyone could feel the excitement of this cross-town ri-
valry.
   “It was a cool atmosphere,” said injured starting point-guard 
Ben Lewis. “It was pretty loud when the game started, and the 
students were into it.”
   In front of two rowdy student sections, the 
Warriors thrashed the visiting Maples 74-43 
with the help of near-perfect second half.
   “We were O.K. in the first half,” said Senior 
Richard Washington. “we just needed to focus 
and play better in the second half”
   Junior Richaud Pack led the Maples with 19 
points, as well as a quick six to start off the 
game.
   Junior Jack Quigley chipped in six points.
   Leading the charge for the Warriors was Se-
nior sharpshooter Matt Alessi, finishing with 19 
points, nine of which came off of three clutch 
triples he knocked down to put the game out of 
reach.
   Junior Kevonte Martin added 12 points, play-
ing in front of Dayton University’s head basket-
ball coach, Brian Gregory, who made the trip to 
scout Martin for his squad.
   “Yea man, I thought we played pretty well as 
a team,” said Martin, “and that’s cool that there 
were some scouts up there, I appreciate them 
coming down to watch me play.”
   The Maples looked much better Tuesday, 
December 9, in a solid 65-49 victory over the 
Farmington Falcons in the friendly confines of 
Seaholm’s gym. 
   After a 13-0 maple run to start the game, 
Farmington never recovered, trailing the entire 
game.
   Pack scored 19, with the help of two exciting 
dunks, bringing the crowd to their feet.
   Senior Dan Meredith paralled Pack’s 19.
   Sophomore Shawn Conway added nine, with 
Quigley dropping 8.
   In likely the best performance of the season, 
the Maples completed a 23-0 first quarter, en 
route to a 65-20 annihilation of Royal Oak on 
December 12 to start the 2008-2009 basketball 
Season.
   Pack was the star of the show with 20 points and 
an impressive one-handed breakaway dunk.

Junior center Jack Quigley wins the 
tip-off at Seaholm’s home opener 
against Royal Oak High.  The Maples 
won the game 65-20. 
Photo by: Celia Nelson

Taylor Stewart
Staff Writer
tstewart@seaholmhighlander.com

   A lifetime of competitive swimming has finally paid off for 
Lauren Nichols, who earned a four-year scholarship at Purdue 
University in Indiana. 
   She has been swimming since she was seven years old. 
   Nichols is proud to be a ten time national high school indi-
vidual All-American, a two year state champ in the 50 free, the 
state record holder in the 100 free with a time of 50.8 seconds 
and placed 4th at nationals last year overall.
   Her Seaholm swimming coach, Karl Hodgson, knows she 
will do well in college swimming because “she’s very com-
petitive, a hard worker, has a carefree attitude and knows how 
to have fun.”
   It’s not surprising why Nichols decided to continue her 
swimming career at Purdue because when asked she said,  
“she couldn’t see herself not swimming”.
   Choosing Purdue was not easy for Nichols. Not only did 
Purdue recruit her, but Penn State, Wisconsin, Miami of Ohio 
and many others did too. 
“I loved all the schools, but Purdue was the one that stuck 
out,” said Nichols.
   She visited each school on her many recruiting trips and 
struggled to evaluate the different colleges, curriculums, and 
coaches while trying to juggle school and Seaholm swim-
ming.
   On many trips Nichols flew alone, while others she drove 
with her parents. 
   It took her until October 30th to finally commit to Purdue. 
“It was one of the hardest choices I had to make, but when I 
finally committed to Purdue it was the right decision.” 
   Nichols said “loves the campus, the team, the coaches, and 
the school in general is great. I love Purdue!”
   Nichols was accepted to Purdue on a swimming scholarship, 
which they granted her because they feel that she is capable of 
placing in the Big Ten Championships.
   Nichols has also been able to meet the whole Purdue swim 
team and the swimming coach, John Klinge.
   She plans to major in art and graphic design.
   While many seniors are excited to head off to an in-state 
college, Nichols is looking forward to exploring the world out-
side of Birmingham.

   “I can’t wait to see what else is out there,” said Nichols.
   There won’t be many trips home due to the five and a half 
hour drive from Birmingham to West Lafayette. 
   “I’ll probably be coming home only a couple of times during 
the school year since most winter breaks will most likely be 
dedicated to swimming,” said Nichols.
   She does have something to look forward to though. During 
breaks, the swim team is scheduled to travel to many places out 
of state such as Florida and Hawaii. 
   What advice does Nichols have for the younger swimmers?
   “If you keep a positive attitude towards everything you will 
achieve your goals. The underclassman have a lot of talent and 
I can see a lot of potential in them”. 

Senior Lauren Nichols prepares for an exciting freshman 
year on the Purdue swim team.
Photo by: Taylor Stewart

   Quigley chipped in with nine points, while Meredith fol-
lowed with 8.
   “Yeah, we played well in our first game,” said Senior Rich-
ard Washington. “I mean, we basically destroyed them (Royal 
Oak).” 
   The next game for the maples is Tuesday, January 6, hosting 
district-counterpart Groves. 
   After the Groves game, Seaholm hits the road with games at 
Ferndale on January 9, and Cranbrook-Kingswood on January 
12.

Figure Skating 
Team
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Top Seaholm Sports 
Moments of 2008
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Sports
Briefs
Boys Varsity Basketball
Overall Record: 2-1
OAA Division Record: 2-0
Next Game:  Tuesday, January 
6th, vs. Groves @ Home
Top Returners:  Senior Chris 
Mackenzie, Juniors Richaud Pack 
and Jack Quigley
Top Newcomers: Juniors Shawn 
Conway, Chris Smith and Charles 
‘Buddy’ Ellis
Leading Scorer:  Junior Richaud 
Pack (19.5ppg)

Boys JV Basketball
Overall Record: 1-2
OAA Division Record: 1-1
Next Game: Wednesday, 1/6 @ 
Groves

Varsity Gymnastics (Unified)
Overall Record: 1-0
Last Meet: Win 139-129 vs. 
Grosse Point North
Next Meet: Thursday, 12/18, 
6:30pm @ Troy High
Top Returners:  Seniors Anne 
Maddox, Casey Geraldo, Junior 
Jacqueline Kendall

Varsity Hockey (Unified)
Overall Record: 1-3
OAA Division Record: 1-2
Last Game: 4-1 loss vs. Anchor 
Bay
Next Game: Thursday, 12/18, 
8pm vs. Lake Orion @ Detroit 
Skating Club

JV Hockey (Unified)
Overall Record: 1-1-3
OAA Division Record: 0-0
Last Game:  4-4 Tie @ Notre 
Dame Prep 
Next Game:  Wednesday, 12/17, 
vs. Rochester School District @ 
Onyx Ice Arena

Boys Varsity Swimming/Diving
Key Losses: Ted Howard, Mor-
gan Priestly
Top Returners: Seniors DJ Lydy, 
Andrew Provost, Conner Anstett, 
Junior Alex Wood
Last Meet: Brother Rice Relays
Next Meet:  Thursday, 12/18, 
6:00pm @ Clarkston

Varsity Ice Skating (Unified)
Overall Standings:  ‘A’ team- 6th, 
‘B’ team- 8th, ‘C’ team- 3rd
Next Competition: 1/7, 4:00pm 
@ Detroit Skating Club
Top Returners: Juniors Jillian 
Spina, Danielle Aldridge, Kyra 
Hauck (International Academy), 
Jennifer Johnson (Groves)
Top Newcomers: Freshmen Alex-
andra Aldridge and Katie Root

Girls Varsity Basketball
Overall Record: 2-2
OAA Division Record: 2-2
Last Game: 56-19 Loss vs. 
Groves
Next Game: Thursday, 12/18, @ 
Home vs. Farmington
Top Returners: Senior Rachel 
Reem, Juniors Lisa Bender, Dana 
Klindt, Sarah Norris, Giovanna 
Gojcaj
Top Newcomers: Junior Emily 
Vincent, Freshman Paige Neuen-
feldt

Girls Basketball
Page 14

Freestylin’ With 
Conner Pavone

   The ball was tipped into the middle 
of the court. Sophomore sensation Sean 
Conway lunged after it. After two drib-
bles, he knew he was free.  Driving the 
lane all alone, Conway approached the 
net. The crowd knew exactly what was 
coming. Two steps, up, and SLAM! 
Seaholm stood, awestruck, as they wit-
nessed the transfer sensation slam dunk. 
After a “what up” to the crowd from 
Conway, Seaholm was on the defensive.
   Seaholm’s star, Richaud Pack was 
playing tenacious defense, and tapped 
the ball away. Pack snatched the ball up, 
and away he went. Again, no Royal Oak 
player was to be seen. Pack was all alone 
and knew exactly what to do. Again! 
Seaholm witnessed two slam dunks in a 
span of 30 seconds. 
    The crowd had no idea what had hit 
them. Millions of thoughts running 
through their heads, but one thought 
raised above all the rest. “Are we a bas-
ketball school now?!” That was the ques-
tion that was constantly being asked. I 
think the 23-0 run at the beginning of the 
game, and a 46 point victory may fore-
shadow great things to come. 
   Captain Richaud Pack said “We’ve al-
ways had what it takes to be a basketball 
school. There’s just something different 
about this year’s team that allows us to 
show people that” ,who compiled 20 pts, 
5 steals, and 7 assists in Seaholm’s  sea-
son opening victory against Royal Oak. 
   “Tell the other schools to look out; 
Seaholm’s holdin’ it down this season”, 
said Pack. 
   Newcomer, sophomore sensation, and 
Pack’s cousin, Sean Conway said “I like 
the team. We work well together and 
only god knows how the season will end 
up.”
   Conway transferred from Detroit Cody, 
and his talented defense and powerful 
post play added to Richaud’s ball han-
dling ability and sharpshooting accuracy 
makes Seaholm a force to be reckoned 
with this season. 
    Junior standout Jack Quigley domi-
nates down low play. Watch out for him 
and enforcer Dan Meredith to hold down 
the defensive zone, and catch nice feeds 
from Pack to power through the oppos-
ing defense and score this season.  
    All the facts stated above are evidence 
that fully back up Seaholm’s new status 
as a “Basketball School.” With a 2-1 re-
cord and wins over Farmington and Roy-
al Oak, and a loss to Brother Rice due 
to foul trouble early on, the Maples are 
convinced that they have what it takes to 
make it far in this year’s playoffs. 

Conner Pavone
Staff Writer
CPavone@seaholmhighlander.
com

Junior Richaud Pack shoots a free throw at Monday’s game against 
Brother Rice.  The Maples lost the game 74-43.  
Photo By: Celia Nelson
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Girls Basketball 
Falls to the Falcons
  The Seaholm girl’s basketball team suf-
fered their biggest loss of the season 
Monday night at home against cross-town 
rival Groves.  
   The Maples lost 56-19, in a game that 
seemed to slip 
away quickly. 
   Seaholm fell to 
1-3 overall and 
1-2 in OAA Blue 
Division play, 
while Groves 
continues its win-
ning streak at 4-0 
overall and 3-0 in 
division play.  
   The Mapes 
came out firing 
on all cylinders 
early, ending the 
first quarter up 
8-6.  
   But by halftime, 
the game took a 
turn for the worse 
for the Maples.  
Groves came out 
strong in the sec-
ond quarter, fin-
ishing with a 15 
point lead.
   The Maples 
were outscored in the second half 27-5, and 
a running clock was instituted with 3:20 to 
go in the fourth quarter.  
   Senior point guard Rachel Reem scored 

a team high six points for the Mapes in the 
lopsided loss.
   Coach Steve Hasler believes that his team 
has the potential to play much better.  
    “We gotta improve on our man-to-man 
offense…I think that was the biggest dif-
ference in the game,” said Hasler.
   Coach Hasler also knows that a big part 
of the team’s success will be attributed to 

ball handling.  
   “They were con-
fident with the ball.  
More confident 
than we were,” said 
Hasler.
   Groves’ senior 
guard Colleen Mo-
ran was an unstop-
pable force against 
Maple defend-
ers, finishing with 
a game high 16 
points.  
    “She is their best 
player by far,” said 
Seaholm’s junior 
center Paige Sien-
kiewicz. 
   Other players that 
came up big for the 
Falcons scoring 
in double figures 
were sophomore 
forward Morgan 
Pullins (13) and 
junior center Paige 

Robnette (12).
  The Maples play their next game away at 
Farmington on January 8th at 7:00pm.    

Mari Manoogian
Sports Editor
MManoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior forward Lisa Bender pushes the ball up the 
court for the Maples.  Seaholm lost 56-19 to Groves 
on Monday night.  
Photo By: Celia Nelson

   The 2008 Birmingham Unified Gymnas-
tics team is prepared to flip over the com-
petition in their upcoming season.  
   The team’s triumphant first meet boosted 
optimism for a successful season.  After 
having a devastatingly close loss to Grosse 
Point last year, Birmingham Unified re-
deemed themselves on December 8th by 
winning the meet.  
   “The Grosse Pointe 
meet was really close.  
We knew that we should 
have won last year, so 
we really wanted to beat 
them this year,” said se-
nior Anne Maddox.
   Under head coach Allyson Pfeifer and 
assistant coach Rebecca Bajorek, the com-
bined Groves and Seaholm gymnastics 
team are hopeful for a victorious year.  By 
losing only one senior, Eryn Mickevicius 
from Groves, and gaining several new 
gymnasts, the close-knit team believes 
they are even stronger this year.  
   “I expect the team to do really well this 
year,” senior Karen Otzen said.  Finishing 
with a 4-3 record and trips to leagues and 
regionals last season, the BU team is deter-

mined to do even better this year.  
   “I believe if we all stay healthy and lim-
it the amount of injuries on the team, we 
have a big chance of making it to States,” 
said Groves senior, Anna Beaufore.  
   Beaufore, fellow Groves senior, Cara 
Baughman, and Seaholm senior, Casey 
Geraldo, compile the captains for the 2008-
2009 season.  Newcomers to the BUG (Bir-
mingham Unified Gymnastics) team have 
also shown a lot of potential.  
   “Stephanie and Alyx Muir are two new 

team additions this year 
and they look rather prom-
ising,” Baughman said.  In 
addition to the Muirs, fel-
low Seaholm freshmen 
Tessa Raymond, Maddy 

Reem, and Kelly Frazier have boosted 
BUG’s optimism in having a successful 
season.  
   Though members are from both Groves 
and Seaholm, BUG is composed of only 15 
girls.  Many attribute this small size to the 
team’s triumphs. 
   “There is a great team unity among all the 
team members no matter whether they are 
freshmen or seniors,” Baughman said.  
   The next meet on December 18th against 
Troy High School is the next test of the 
Birmingham’s strength.  It is at 6:30 p.m. 
at Troy High. 

“I expect the team to do 
really well this year,” 
-Senior Karen Otzen

Stephanie Browne
Staff Writer
SBrown@seaholmhighlander.com

Birmingham Unified 
Gymnastics:
A ‘Balance’ of Talent
With familliar faces returning, BUG looks to newcomers 
Stephanie and Alyx Muir, among others for a promising future



   After losing super-star swimming seniors like 
Morgan Priestly and Ted Howard, it wouldn’t be 
hard for this year’s boys swim team to feel a little 
bit of anxiety about their losses.  However, senior 
captain Andrew Provost is excited rather than fear-
ful about the new season.
   “I know we lost 
all our superstars 
this year, but we 
still have about 
five or six return-
ing swimmers who 
were on the state 
team returning again this year,” Provost said.  “So 
we’re not completely lacking in talent.”
   Junior captain Alex Wood has similar hopes.
   “We lost a lot of good swimmers, but I still 
think we are going to win a lot of meets this year,” 
Wood said.
   This year’s captains include Provost, Wood, 
senior DJ Lydy and senior Conor Anstett.
   Provost said Wood and Lydy are the star swim-
mers this year, and has high hopes about their 
performances for the up and coming season.
   “DJ [Lydy] and Alex Wood are probably the 
best,” Provost said.  “They were on the winning 

   America is currently enduring the 
worst economic recession in decades. 
Parents are working harder only to make 
less, families are being forced to cut 
costs left and right in order to get by, and 
thousands of homes are in foreclosure. 
Seaholm’s Athletic Department is feel-
ing the effects, too.
   The amount of funding received by the 
department has been steadily decreas-
ing for the past six years, subsequently 
forcing the department to cut costs every 
year as well. 
   “We cut out the stuff that you can say 
‘we can go without that’,” Seaholm Ath-
letic Director Aaron Frank said.  “But 
you can only cut so far before you get to 
a point where there’s really no more you 
can cut out.”
   The major area through which the de-
partment has cut costs in recent years 
has been with transportation.
   “It didn’t make sense to send a bus 
to Groves for a varsity basketball game 
when virtually every Seaholm student 
can drive back. The bus would simply 
come back to Seaholm empty,” Frank 
said. “Those are the smart cuts that 
help.”
   However, it isn’t quite that simple with 

regards to transportation.
   “When you get to freshmen, it gets 
tougher,” said Frank. “They don’t have 
a way to get back and it’s getting harder; 
not just for us, but across the board.”
   An even further decline in the nation’s 
economy is on Frank’s mind. If the 
economy worsened a significant amount, 
tightening the budgets even more, cut-
ting a sport entirely would be a serious 
option.
   “It’s a huge fear that I have,” Frank 
said.
   Frank’s commitment to the stu-
dents and personal values are the 
cause of his fear.
   “I sure hope we don’t ever get 
to that point because I value the 
number of opportunities we offer 
compared to other schools who 
only offer a dozen sports,” said 
Frank.
   There are certain thresholds 
that must be met in order for a 
season to run successfully. Safe-
ty standards must be met, coaching and 
officiating is a must, and uniforms and 
equipment are also essential for a season 
to take place. But these standards can 
only be met if the allocated funds are 
enough to pay for them.
   An athletic advisory committee con-
sisting of parents, community members, 
and student-athletes is appointed by the 
school district to review the budget situ-
ation each year and find. They’ve come 
up with a possible solution in the event 
that such an issue ever comes to the 
forefront. It deals with the cost to par-
ticipate.
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   “Increase pay to participate by five dol-
lars or 10 dollars and make that change 
instead of cutting a sport or a freshman 
team, we would rather do that,” Frank 
said. “So that’s why the pay to partici-
pate is 130 dollars versus 25 when we 
first introduced it in the district.”
   The booster program, through their 
fund raising efforts, supplement the ath-
letic department by providing the luxu-
ries that each individual sport has been 
accustomed to for year after year.

   “They help to provide addition funds 
for coaches, set banquets, pasta parties, 
provide warm-up suits,” said Frank. “We 
in the department just don’t have the re-
sources to do that.”
   The recipient of athletic funding has al-
ways been a hotly debated topic amongst 
both students and parents. 
   In light of the recent economic reces-
sion, the question “where does the mon-
ey go?” has come under even further 
scrutiny. People want to know directly 
where their hard-earned tax dollars are 
going, and if those dollars are being well 
spent. 

   In the 2007-08 school year the Seaholm 
Athletic Department was allocated 
$826,904 by the Birmingham School 
District. As the school Athletic Direc-
tor, it is Frank’s responsibility to balance 
this funding amongst the school’s more 
than 25 athletic programs.  
   “The funding is broken down into three 
categories: personnel, transportation and 
discretionary spending,” Frank said.
   Personnel includes all people employed 
by the athletic department throughout 

the year and covers over 85% of 
the athletic budget. This includes 
Frank, his staff, the athletic train-
ing staff, maintenance, coaches, and 
other miscellaneous people, such as 
the score keepers and admissions 
staff.
   Coaching salaries are pre-deter-
mined and set according to a con-
tract the BEA, the teacher’s union, 
has with the school district. Salaries 
are reflective on the total amount of 
time put in by coaches during the 

season as well as their overall experi-
ence. 
   It’s broken down in a three class sys-
tem. The higher the class, the more the 
coaches are paid. And every year up to 
six, the coaches’ salaries are raised.
   Frank, however, sees a flaw in the sys-
tem.
   “It doesn’t work perfectly because 
some coaches put their heart and soul 
into it,” Frank said. “A guy like the head 
varsity tennis coach, Keith Bernacki, 
puts a ton of time into his sport, prob-
ably more than some coaches ranked in 
a higher class.”

   Transportation is comprised of all bus 
services to and from athletics events, 
and is now contracted through Durham 
School Services.
   While the two preceding categories 
are almost pre-determined and basically 
built into the budget, the discretionary 
spending is the category that most often 
comes under scrutiny.
   Frank has the power to use the dis-
cretionary money in whatever manner 
he deems fit. At the end of each season 
every varsity coach submits a form re-
questing equipment for the upcoming 
season. Frank then decides whether or 
not to fulfill the coaches’ requests.
   “We base our decisions on importance 
to player success,” Frank said. “What 
some coaches may deem mandatory, 
may not always be the case.” 
   Frank is responsible for providing each 
team with the best possible equipment to 
succeed. 
   According to an analysis of the athletic 
department conducted in the 2003-04 
school year, the sport requiring the most 
in terms of total expenses was football. 
However, girl’s basketball required the 
most funding on a per player basis, roll-
ing in at $972.35 per player - $643.67 
more than football and $790.41 more 
than boy’s lacrosse. Although the cost 
remains high, the cost decreased in re-
cent years.
   “When you have so few athletes par-
ticipating in girls basketball in compari-
son to a sport like football for instance, 
it only makes sense that the total cost per 
player is the highest among any other 
sport here at Seaholm,” Frank said.

Dan Porcerelli
Deputy Sports Editor
DPorcerelli@seaholmhighlander.com

David Guenther
Staff Writer
DGuenther@seaholmhighlander.com

   Walking into Seaholm’s new weight room, one 
may stop and ask themselves, “Wait a second, isn’t 
this supposed to be new and improved?”
   While the new weight room is substantially larger 
than it has been since the renovation, there are still 
many awaited features lacking.
   At the beginning of the school year, many were 
expecting wood flooring and mirrors for Maple 
Motion, an area reserved for cardio machines, and 
partitions to divide the three sections of the room. 
There was even talk of televisions to be put in front 
of the cardio machines. 
   But up to this point, about a third of the area has 
rubber flooring under the weight lifting equipment, 
and the rest of the room is a dusty, vacant, cement 
floor.
   As for the flooring, Piper said that the district is 
close to picking a contractor to complete the job, 
which he predicts could be done as early as mid-
February ’09. The partitions to separate the portions 
of the room should be completed at that time also.
   Without the hardwood portion of the weight room 
completed, the Maple Motion dance team is stuck 
practicing their routines in the cafeteria, which 
many of them resent. 
   “I’m so sick of dancing in the cafeteria,” said 
junior Maple Motion member Allison Mullen. “The 

floors are disgusting with food from four hours ear-
lier. I wish we could be in the weight room because 
I feel the team could get a lot more accomplished.” 
   According to Principal Terry Piper, televisions are 
very unlikely at this point, as the cost of wiring and 
the TV’s themselves would detract too much out of 
the budget.
    Administrators denied a pricing estimate, but said 
the flooring was to be paid for by the district.
    As for cardio machines and other equipment, it is 
a thought that NHS and other student groups could 
help to fund these expenditures.  
   But aside from these negatives, there is hope for 
the future.
   The number of cardio machines has been increased 
from 8 to 17, however, and Piper expects to have 30 
machines by the end of the school year. 
Once the weight room is completed, there is hope 
that people outside of Seaholm will be able to use 
the facilities. 
   “I’d like to open up the weight room to the com-
munity,” Piper said.  This would allow people in the 
community the opportunity to lift weights, use the 
new cardio machines, and possibly hold yoga class-
es on the hardwood floors. These sessions would 
not interfere with Seaholm athletic or gym classes, 
and could possibly raise money for the district.
   For now, there’s light at the end of the tunnel for 
students and others waiting for the new facilities to 
be completed. Once it is completed, the new weight 
room should be a sight to behold. 

Weight Room Renovations: 
A ‘Workout’  In Progress
Dan Meredith
Staff Writer
DMeredith@seaholmhighlander.com

“I sure hope we don’t ever get 
to that point because I value the 
number of opportunities we offer 
compared to other schools who 
only offer a dozen sports,” 
- Aaron Frank, Seaholm Athletic 
Director

   The Birmingham Unified Varsity Figure Skating 
team is feeling the loss of last year’s seniors.  
   “We lost a lot of really good jumpers,” said sopho-
more Kaitlyn Krizanic. “We’re doing a little worse 
jumping-wise.”
   The team got off to a mediocre start in their first 
competition, with the 
“A” team placing sixth 
overall, the “B” team 
placing eighth overall, 
and the “C” team plac-
ing third overall.
   However, Krizanic in-
sists that this was to be 
expected.
   “Overall for the first 
competition, it was 
good,” said Krizanic. 
“For the majority of the 
team being freshman, 
they did really well.”
   Junior Andriana Vetor 
said that the competi-
tion was a good learn-
ing experience for the 
team.
   “I think we’ll do bet-
ter now, knowing what 
our strengths and weak-
nesses are,” said Vetor.
   Coach Sarah Feldt 
says that one important 
thing that many of the 
girls were lacking was 
confidence.
   “We need to work on 
just getting everybody 
to make sure they’re 
getting confident,” said Felt.
   Though the team’s overall placements were not 

Birmingham Varsity 
Skating Looks to Rebuild

ideal, a number of skaters earned medals.  Fresh-
man Alexandra Aldridge, Junior Kyra Hauck, Kri-
zanic and Vetor received silver medals for a 2nd 
place finish in the “Moves in the Field” category for 
‘A’ team, and Freshmen Sophia Fabiunke, Annie 
Linden, Abbi Walker, Molly Matice, Sommer Shef-
ferly received bronze medals for their 3rd place ‘C’ 
team finish. 
   Vetor agreed that the loss of the last year’s gradu-
ates has been difficult for them.

   “[They] were definitely 
very strong proponents on our 
team,” said Vetor.
   Still, the team is determined 
to improve.
   Feldt said that she will be 
changing things around.
   “We’re going to…mix 
up who’s doing what,” said 
Feldt. 
   The next competition will 
be held at the Detroit Skating 
Club, and Vetor believes that 
this will be an advantage.
   “Hopefully we will [do 
well], since it’s at DSC,” said 
Vetor.
   Krizanic also believes the 
upcoming competition will 
turn out better for the team.
   “The freshmen know what 
to expect next time, so it 
won’t be as much of a shock,” 
said Krizanic.
   She stressed that with the 
amount of practice that they 
have, the team will definitely 
improve.
   “Practice makes perfect,” 
said Krizanic. 
   The girls’ next competition 
will take place on Wednesday, 
January 7th at 4:00 p.m at the 

Detroit Skating Club. 

Junior Kyra Hauck performes a spiral dur-
ing the first team competiton on December 
11th at Royal Oak’s John Lindell Arena.
Photo By: Taylor Stewart

Emily Gordy
Deputy News Editor
EGordy@seaholmhighlander.com

Members of the Birmingham Varsity Figure Skating team pose for a photo at the 
first team competiton on December 11th at Royal Oak’s John Lindell Ice Arena.

Photo By: Taylor Stewart

B o y s  S w i m m i n g  L o o k s  t o 
Continue Last Season’s Success

relay last year.”
   Assistant coach Monica Johnson expressed her 
enthusiasm for the future.
   “We’re excited about the season,” Johnson said.  
“We’ve got a lot of new freshmen coming in so it 
should be pretty good.”
   Freshman newcomer Jack Howard has heard 
great things about the boys swim team, and is 
already enjoying the experience.
   “I love it,” Howard said.

   However, at times 
he feels the weight 
of having former 
super-swimmer Ted 
Howard, as an older 
brother. 
   “I’ve always felt 

there’s pressure because my brother’s done a lot of 
great things,” Howard said.  “But the team is cool 
about it.”
   The boys determinedly stick to their rigorous 
practice schedule in anticipation for their up-and-
coming meets.
    “We practice three hours a day on weekdays and 
four hour practices on Saturdays,” Howard said.
   Spirits among the boys remain high as they pre-
pare for what’s sure to be a great season.
   “We’re really excited.  It’s going to be great,” 
Provost said.  “We have a lot of new talent and our 
team is especially close this year.”

Amanda Smith
Staff Writer
ASmith@seaholmhighlander.com

“We have a lot of new talent and our 
team is especially close this year.”
- Senior Andrew Provost, Captain

Economic tough times extend to athletic department
Six straight years of budget cuts force tough moves for AD
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   When Seaholm plays Brother Rice in 
any sport, it doesn’t take much to get 
people excited.
   Monday night wasn’t any different, as 
Seaholm went down the road to square 
off with Brother Rice on the hardwood.
   Upon entering the gym during the 
fourth quarter of the preceding J.V. 
game, I could tell the atmosphere was 
going to be great for a basketball game. 
   Both students sections were packed 
to the brim, and I don’t think one could 
have shoe-horned another student into 
the Brother Rice section, where the at-
tire ranged from shirtless, to costumes, 
and there was even a tuxedo in there 
somewhere.
   The Seaholm section held its own with 
signs, some face paint, and some very 
inventive chants.
   Actually, the latter is where things got 
interesting.
   I could sense from the start of the game 
that Terry Piper and Aaron Frank were 
going to make their presence known, 
possible even too much, hovering over 
the students section like administrators 
at a school dance, peering through the 
crowd like hawks.
   Things seemed to be O.K. while people 
were arriving, but right before tip-off, a 
sexually explicit chant coming from the 
students section got Piper and Frank’s 
attention very quickly.
   Other than shooting some steely glares 
into the students section and administer-
ing some general warnings, no action 
was taken, but Piper and Frank were 
watching even closer. 
   And then came the bombshell.
   Midway through the third-quarter, an-
other sexually explicit chant was heard 
coming from the Maple student section, 
and at this point, Piper was not happy.
   “I did ask six people to leave,” said Pip-
er. “The rowdiness was not the problem, 
it was the vulgarity. And that vulgarity is 
an embarrassment to our school.”
   Piper would not identify the culprits, 
but did express disappointment for their 
actions, as well as those of the student’s 
section as a whole who were willing to 
participate in the inappropriate chants.
   Frank had similar feelings.
   It’s okay to have fun, but you don’t 
want to act like a bunch of eighth grad-
ers,” said Frank “And that is how we 
acted tonight, it’s unfortunate.”
   There are a few factors that led to the 
chant choices among the students
   First, Seaholm students don’t like 
Brother Rice.
   Let me rephrase, they hate Brother 
Rice.
   And why do they hate Brother Rice?
   Well, it probably has something to do 
with unfriendliness among Seaholm stu-
dents towards Brother Rice in general.
   “Yeah, it’s pretty much because 
Seaholm kids hate Rice,” said junior 
Danny Bailey.
   Senior Richard Washington, while 
competing in the game, noticed the add-
ed energy in the student’s section.
   “Yeah, I mean the students section was 
definitely excited about the game, be-
cause, I mean, no one at Seaholm likes 
losing to Rice.”
   To me, it was a perfect atmosphere for 
high school basketball.
   And I also feel like, to an extent, stu-
dents should be able to have some fun at 
a basketball game.
   And at times, administrators seem 
overly vigilante, which can in turn make 
the students push the envelope for the 
sheer adventure of it.
   To me, the underlying theme in all 
of this is that people are excited about 
Seaholm basketball, and they should be.
    I also think that students should be al-
lowed to have a good time, as long as the 
chants are within reason.
    Bottom line: Enjoy the game, but keep 
it clean people. Or at least somewhat 
clean.

The Ten Most Memorable 
Seaholm Sports Moments of 2008

1. Girls Lacrosse Two-Time State Champs- Spring 2008
2. Morgan Priestley, Boys Swimming dominate - Winter ‘08
3. Girls Golf State Champions- Fall 2008
4. Boys Tennis 2nd Place State Finish- Fall 2008
5. Kessel Signs With Cincy, Fenton to Central- Fall 2008
6. Richaud Pack and Shawn Conway Dunk- Dec. 2008
7 Alex Lipa Signs With Yale- Fall 2008
8. Volleyball, Swimming, Soccer Sweep Groves- Fall 2008
9. Lauren Nichols signs with Purdue - Fall 2008
10. Boys Varsity Soccer District Champs- Fall 2008

Let’s keep it clean

Some fans, like these Maples above, 
were good-natured. Others crossed 
the line. Photo by Celia Nelson


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

