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Despite freezing 
temperatures, 
BPS stays open

Trimester study yields mixed results
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    Four years after the implementation of 
the trimester, Principal Terry Piper has 
come to the conclusion that there is no such 
thing as the perfect schedule.
   “Every schedule has weaknesses and every 
schedule has strengths,” Piper said. “When 
we had the block schedule, teachers liked 
the fact that they were teaching five out of 
seven [classes], but they didn’t like the fact 
that they saw kids every other day.”
   BPS decided in 2006 to change from a 
block schedule to the trimester as a cost-
cutting measure. According to Piper, the 
switch has been cost effective.  
   “We’ve saved almost $1.5 million,” Piper 
said. “But in the process, we’ve had to… 
change schedules.”
   The trimester schedule allows for educa-
tors to teach four out of five classes, as op-
posed to five out of seven with the block 

schedule. As teachers spend more time 
teaching, fewer staff members are needed, 
providing the district with an opportunity 
to save money. 
   “Both high schools were able to decrease 
their teaching staff by seven people,” Piper 
said. “That’s a lot of teachers … the teach-
ers we have are all working harder because 
they’re teaching more, and we knew that 
going in.”
    BEA President Scott Warrow said that 
though teachers don’t necessarily like the 
trimester schedule, it hasn’t impacted their 
work ethic. 
   “Many of the teachers still have an un-
favorable opinion of the trimester,” Warrow 
said. “But it wasn’t an unfavorable opinion 
that meant that they wouldn’t work hard or 
they wouldn’t continue doing the best job 
they could do.” 
    Though the trimester has been successful 
in saving money, its shorter marking periods 
make covering a course more difficult. 
   “It was hard, because teachers first of 

all had more time to prepare with the old 
schedule,” Piper said. “In the semester 
you’ve got 18 weeks to cover a one semester 
course, and in the trimester you’ve got 12 
weeks to cover a one semester course.” 
   The decrease in time available to complete 

a course was one of the main complaints 
listed in a report released on November 16 
from the High School Trimester Commit-
tee to the Birmingham Board of Education. 
   According to the report, a March 2010 

survey of 223 BPS parents yielded 112 re-
sponses concentrating on the trimester’s 
pace, saying it was “‘crammed’” and “‘too 
fast.’”
   Similarly, in a teacher survey cited in the 
report, 77 percent of teachers polled said 
that there was not enough “time to plan.” 
    “We found that students were very 
stressed under the trimester,” Warrow said. 
“Teachers were stressed … curriculum had 
been cut. That was problematic for teachers 
and students.” 
   Piper acknowledged concerns about the 
speed of the trimester, saying that they are 
justified.
   “That’s the single biggest challenge, is the 
pace,” Piper said. “It seems like it’s more 
frantic, comparatively.”
   Still, Piper said, the trimester offers a num-
ber of opportunities unavailable with the 
block schedule.
   “With the trimester, you’ve got 15 spots 
a year that you can fill,” Piper said. “You’ve 
got plenty of time to fulfill your require-

    On the morning of Tuesday, De-
cember 14, students took to their 
computers, alternating between 
checking weather forecasts and the 
ever-growing list of school closings. 
 Thermometers read eight de-
grees—less than zero with the 
wind—and roughly six inches of 
snow coated the ground. 
   As more and more Oakland coun-
ty schools closed, students hoped 
against all hope for a second con-
secutive snow day. 
    Their hopes were dashed, though, 
as it became clear that BPS schools 
were indeed staying open. 
    “I wasn’t expecting a snow day 
but we definitely should have had 
one,” sophomore Wes Vaughan 
said. “I thought it was irresponsible 
to have school today.”
   Senior Emma Zaleski, who had 
trouble getting to school, agreed.

ments and still follow your passion.”
   The increased ability to take electives was 
appealing to students advising the commit-
tee.
    “The students on the committee really 
encouraged us to not consider the six period 
day,” Piper said. “Because they were afraid 
that they wouldn’t have any chance for those 
extra courses.”
     Students’ ACT and AP scores have 
remained relatively unchanged with the 
switch to the trimester, according to the 
report. 
    There was a slight decline in BPS ACT 
scores, but the gap between the districts 
scores and statewide scores has widened. 
    After three years and pages of research, 
BPS Board of Education President Lori Soi-
fer says that the trimester is here to stay. 
    “The trimester is our schedule,” Soifer 
said. “We will continue to look at data, we 
will continue to monitor trends, we will 

“Every schedule has 
weaknesses and every 

schedule has strengths.”

Terry Piper
Seaholm Principal
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   “I got in an accident on Maple to-
day,” Zaleski said. “The roads were 
terrible. It was ridiculous.”
    Later that day, BPS Superinten-
dent David Larson sent an e-mail to 
all district staff members explaining 
the decision.
   The note explained that “informa-
tion provided to the superintendent 
by our transportation department, 
and information from the county 
as to how roads would be treated” 
were the resources used in making 
the decision to maintain the normal 
school schedule.
   The e-mail also mentioned that 
though local schools like Brother 
Rice, Marian, and all Bloomfield 
District Schools, other schools also 
remained open for the cold day, 
such as Southfield and Farmington 
Public Schools.
   Despite the complaints of some of 
her peers, sophomore Natalie Fitch 
wasn’t upset about going to school.
    “I thought it was fine,” Fitch said. 
“It really was not that bad out.”

Police block off the intersection of Cranbrook and Maple to repair the 
lights that went out during Monday’s snow storm. Photo by Sidney Krandall

Students respond to character survey
Natalie Wright
News Editor
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

   During the week of December 6, 
Seaholm’s Character Education Committee 
distributed a survey to 1200 Seaholm stu-
dents. The survey consisted of 30 questions, 
all having to do with students’ and teachers’ 
views on respect at Seaholm.
   “[The survey’s purpose was] what’s called 
quantitative research,” committee member 
Robin Moten said. “The survey questions 
were crunched, and we now have the num-
bers back.”
   According to Moten, the function of a sur-
vey such as the one administered at Seaholm 

comes into effect after all the scantrons have 
been calculated. The qualitative research re-
quires students to give feedback on things at 
Seaholm they feel should change.
   “[We have to have] real students telling 
me how they really feel about the survey,” 
Moten said, “Because that’s what we need 
as a committee. That’s what we need to go 
forward with any initiatives. Otherwise, it’s 
completely inauthentic and nothing can be 
done. We need kids’ participation.”
   The committee wanted to gauge students’ 
opinions on issues dealing with respect and 
bullying.
   “We need kids to tell us [if they are] ex-
periencing bullying, what’s going on with 
[them], why is there this climate of apathy 

that has persisted for several years now at 
Seaholm,” Moten said.
   Some students, however, felt that the sur-
vey had another purpose.
   “I felt a lot of [questions] were pretty well-
structured,” senior Zoe Gaber said. “All the 
questions seemed geared towards idealizing 
the school, not so much to find out was is 
wrong with it. It was like ‘How great are 
the teachers?’ It wasn’t like ‘How can we fix 
this?’”
   Senior Maddie Burg agreed, saying that 
the questions lacked specificity.
   “I thought that the questions were too 
generic to be of any use,” Burg said. “They 
weren’t specific enough. It was too general, 
and it made you feel like you had to pick 

one [answer] for [every situation], and that 
never happens.”
   Another issue that both the committee 
and the students saw with the survey was 
that many of the answers circled were “neu-
tral.” Moten believed this was not an error 
with the survey, but rather a lack of interest 
shown by students.
   “The biggest question we have from the 
numbers was that there was a lot of use of 
neutral,” Moten said. “Typically, when we 
first looked at the numbers, we thought that 
was a flaw in the survey. But, I was digging 
a little bit deeper, and there were people 
who you could tell took the survey seriously. 
Otherwise, there was a tendency to just an-
swer neutral all the way through.”

   Moten explained that if a student clearly 
lacked concern with finishing the survey ac-
curately, they were not counted.
   “In a survey, what you do if you have 
that, if someone just answered “C” all the 
way through, you pitch them,” Moten said. 
“You throw them out. But we had a really 
good survey sample size I thought. Out of 
1200 students who we assumed took the 
survey, 1020 were actually scored. So, they 
were valid to be scored. That’s pretty cool in 
and of itself.”
   This is where the qualitative research be-
comes relevant.
   “[What the committee plans to study is] 
the fact that after question number five, we 

SEE Survey/Pg. 2

Overdue Blue

Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com

With U-M sending out decisions later 
than ever before, students are 
anxiously awaiting the release date 

   Seaholm students who have 
been admitted to Michigan State 
University might be hitting the 
breaks when it comes to school-
work, but applicants to the Uni-
versity of Michigan are as tense 
as ever.

   Michigan surprised many when 
they decided to switch to the com-
mon application last year.
   “I heard about a year ago they 
decided to go to the Common 
App,” senior Matt Steinmetz said. 
“I thought it was a rumor.”
   There’s been speculation on why 
Michigan went to the Common 
Application. According to school, it 

was to benefit the students.
   “Many students who apply to 
U-M also apply to other schools 
who already participate in The 
Common Application; we antici-
pate that making the move to The 
Common Application will stream-
line the college application process 
for many of our students,” reads a 
web link given by Deborah Greene, 

Head of Michigan Admissions 
Public Affairs. 
   Applicants across the state don’t 
know whether to be happy about 
Michigan’s move to the Common 
Application.
   “I’ve heard the Common App 
makes it easier, because they take 
weighted GPA and stuff,” senior 
Kevin Wilberding said. “I also 
heard a lot more people are gonna 
get deferred because there’s never 
been more applicants.” 
   Michigan maintains the switch to 
the Common Application neither 
strengthens nor weakens an appli-
cant’s chance of getting accepted. 

SEE U-M/Pg. 2
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   No ID card, no pass to the media center, 
no luck. As of this year, students without 
identification and a pass cannot go to the 
Media Center during lunch.
   “It’s a liability issue,” Media Specialist 
Nancy Waters said. “It’s a pain in the neck 
for everyone, but we want people to be safe.”
   Media Center visitors will notice changes 
from previous years. There are six new com-
puters and new tables so that the media 
center can handle three classes at one time. 
There are also new books and signs.
 The book room, too, has been revamped 
with new computers to speed up the lines. It 
has been streamlined to help students get in 
and get work done.
   “We have such great resources,” Waters 
said. “I’d like kids to feel they can come here 
to work.”
   But the main concern of students like 
sophomore Sam Wilson is accessing these 
resources. For the past two years Wilson has 
been an avid Media Center user, but this year 

he encountered a few problems.
   “I was screwed because I didn’t have a pass,” 
Wilson said. “I got kicked out of the media 
center and went to get a pass from my teach-
er. By the time that was over I only had ten 
minutes left to work.”
   Junior Mikael Nefcy encountered similar 
problems when he went to the Media Center 
during lunch.
   “I got kicked out of the library for helping 
other kids with homework,” Nefcy said. “She 
made me go down to the cafeteria where it is 
absolutely impossible to concentrate.” 
   Not everyone is upset about the stricter 

silent studying policies, though.
 “They are doing their job,” Senior Nick Sha-
heen said. “They have to make sure kids do 
their work and don’t mess around. It’s easier 
to study when kids aren’t making a lot of 
noise. I’d rather kids who aren’t doing any-
thing get kicked out than have it be loud. At 
first I hated it, but now it makes sense.”
  Waters says that making students leave is 
sometimes necessary. 
   “Most people that come in have something 
to do and are serious about doing it,” Waters 

said. “We want to keep kids from wandering 
the halls and disrupting classes that were go-
ing on. Safety is always a concern.”
   If students were simply roaming the school, 
Waters said, they would be harder to track 
down in the case of an emergency. 
   “What if there was a fire?” Waters said. 
“We have to be able to account for every 
student that is in the building. In the event, 
heaven forbid that something happened, we 
would need to be able to make sure everyone 
was safe.”
   Waters said that without a concrete list of 
where people are, rescue workers will be put-
ting themselves in danger, possibly unneces-
sarily.
   Still, Waters acknowledged that the re-
sponse to the Media Center changes hasn’t 
been encouraging. 
   “I can’t say the feedback has been positive,” 
Waters said.
   The rules aren’t new, but administration 
required the crackdown after the beginning 
of the year.
   “The first eight weeks were a lot more hec-
tic,” Waters said. “Since we started requiring 
passes, things have calmed down quite a bit.”
   Wilson agreed, praising Waters.
   “I feel like the Media Center under Mrs. 
Waters this year did a lot better job of cre-
ating a focused but approachable place to 
do valuable work,” Wilson said. “All in all, 
it’s a great place to get work done and Mrs. 
Waters is known by the student body and 
myself as a great librarian. We are thankful 
to have her.”

   “The trimester is our schedule,” Soifer 
said. “We will continue to look at data, 
we will continue to monitor trends, we 
will continue to make improvements.” 
    Soifer believes the differences between 
the trimester and the block schedule 
make the two difficult to compare.
    “I think there’s been advantages and I 
think there’s been challenges that we’ve 
had,” Soifer said. “I think both schools 
have worked hard to mitigate the chal-
lenges that there have been, and I think 
that we’re going to continue to do that 
just like we do everything in the district.”
     Piper said that though the trimester 
has been solidified as the district’s sched-
ule, there is still work to be done.
   “I think we’d like to continue to make 
sure we have enough teacher time to pro-
vide support opportunities for students 
who need support, and also to provide 
acceleration opportunities,” Piper said. 
“We talked a lot about providing those 
kind of opportunities to accelerate when 
we first switched to the schedule, but we 
need to do a better job of providing those 
opportunities.” 
    As time has gone by, Piper said the 
feedback that he’s received about the tri-
mester has changed.
   “It’s been very mixed,” Piper said. 
“There are some people, some teach-
ers who like it a lot, and there are some 
teachers who still, even though they’ve 
adjusted, don’t like it very much. I’ve 
heard less complaints from parents, and 
now that our students know nothing but 
that, I hear very little from the students.” 

Sam Anderson
Staff Writer
SAnderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Media Center cracks down

Media center passes may be obtained from Elenor or a teacher.  Photo By: Sidney Krandall

Trimester (From 1)

   Senior Casey Smith was extremely relieved 
to receive his acceptance letter from Michi-
gan State University, but he is still hesitant to 
slack off in class. 
   The fear is that being admitted earlier than 
in previous years will cause students to stop 
trying in school. Poor performance during a 
student’s senior year can lead to a college re-
scinding an admission, a process also known 
as deferral.     
   “I’ll make sure I don’t get deferred,” Smith 
said. “That’s why I still make an effort in my 
classes, even if it’s not my best effort.”
   In the long run, Smith and Costello have 
the same goal. 
   “I am not going to get deferred,” Costello 
said. “I will continue to work as hard. I’m 
sailing with a lofty [grade point average].” 
   However, Costello knows that slacking off 
after being accepted can be seen as an issue to 
many colleges.
   “I don’t plan on spoiling everything,” 
Costello said. “There’s plenty of time to have 
fun. You’ve got to prioritize.” 
   Smith is just as cautious, but still isn’t wor-
ried about putting in 100 percent all the 
time.
   “It doesn’t worry me too much,” Smith 
said. “I just think I can go easy on myself. 
My grades are not declining.” 
   Though Smith and Costello are not worried 

about having their acceptances taken away, 
senior Mallory Smyk is still very concerned. 
   “It’s a relief [to be accepted] but I haven’t 
slacked off,” Smyk said. “My math grade 
was a little concerning. They watch your se-
nior year grades and if they’re bad then they 
can [reject you].”
    The thought that MSU’s early admissions 
may cause trouble still lingers throughout 
the building. 
   “I heard students were starting to find out 
[their MSU statuses] last trimester,” Span-
ish Department Head Carlos Torres said. 
“It seemed early to me.” 
   Torres has heard horror stories of what can 
happen if students begin to slack off. 
   “I’ve heard of kids who had their [admis-
sions] rescinded,” said Torres.
   Smith admits that he did not put in as 
much effort as he would have liked in his 
previous Spanish class.
   “I wouldn’t say [I slacked] in Señor Torres’ 
class,” Smith said. “Maybe I could’ve put in 
more effort, but I got a [good grade].”
   Still, some students do admit to coasting 
through their final year at Seaholm.
   “I got accepted early,” senior Johann 
Marasigan said. “[Now] I don’t put forth as 
much effort. I don’t care.”
   Despite the different reactions, Smith just 
seems happy to be a part of the school now. 
    “I’m pretty excited to go to State,” Smith 
said. “And I’m proud I got in. [Until the 
end of the year] I’ll continue to work hard.”

Do MSU’s early 
acceptance letters 
cause slacking?
Sam Katskee
Staff Writer
SAnderson@seaholmhighlander.com

   In the student-led racial tension group, The 
Birmingham Voice, it is not uncommon to 
find students sincerely interested in changing 
the place they live in to create a more accept-
ing and racially sensitive community.
   Using Flex teacher Robin Moten’s room as 
the organization spot for the group, sopho-
more Saxon Simmons and juniors Timmy 
Christensen, Nick Resnick, Jake Plotnik, 
Sam Corey and Eboni Cloemens have creat-
ed an environment for students to talk about 
their race-related experiences at Seaholm and 
the entire Birmingham area.
   “What we are talking about is really just 
all the racial tension in Birmingham.” Chris-
tensen said. “And we’ve just had full rooms of 
great conversations.”
   The Birmingham Voice was a student col-
laboration, making it an absolutely student-
led group.
   “We are really having some great conversa-
tions,” Corey said “They’re all very produc-
tive.”
   The leaders of the occasional conversa-
tions, which they call “dialogues,” consist of 
the founders of the group along with people 
who got involved with the program through 
their leadership class, like Clemoens and 
Simmons.
   Moten essentially serves as an adult figure 
amongst the club, providing an open room 
and pizza for the group.
   “I’d like to think I’m a facilitator,” Mo-
ten said, adding that she wanted it to be a 
student-led organization. 
   “[If it was] a club it would diminish what 
we are trying to do,” Moten said. 
   The idea of the group was first mentioned 

Birmingham Voice speaks up

on an August night in Christensen’s back-
yard.
   “I was talking with Jake [Plotnik], Nick 
Resnick, and Sam [Corey]” Christensen 
said. “Just talking, having a typical conver-
sation. We started talking about the racial 
tensions in Birmingham [and how they are] 
becoming much more prevalent due to the 
increased amounts of black kids in Birming-
ham.” 
   Resnick also agreed that he had seen more 
African-Americans in Birmingham, along 
with an in-
creased po-
lice presence. 
   “The cops 
kept tell-
ing us and 
our group 
of friends to 
keep mov-
ing along,” 
said Resnick 
“And I had 
never seen 
that before, it 
was weird.”
   Resnick took it upon himself on the first 
day of the school year to go and discuss the 
group’s ideas with Ms. Moten, who was very 
interested.
   “Nick came up to me and told me about 
it,” Moten said. “I didn’t really even know 
him so much at that point, so it was great to 
see him come to me with [his] ideas.”
   Resnick, Corey, and Christensen were not 
aware of Moten’s previous communication 
with Barry Checkoway, a professor in the 
Social Sciences Department at the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

   “Professor Checkoway and I had talked 
in the Spring,” Moten said “He was looking 
for kids out of my Leadership class to get in-
volved and do this type of work. We planned 
on meeting in the summer but that never 
seemed to happen.” 
   What Checkoway was looking for was 
the exact type of leadership group that the 
founders of The Birmingham Voice had 
brought up to Moten.
   Checkoway decided that he would like to 
track the group and monitor its progress.
   “We went up to Ann Arbor for a Satur-
day and learned about student organizing.” 
Resnick said.
   After the ideas had been staged for the 
group, the founders took immediate action 
and started setting up group dialogues. The 
Birmingham Voice has also created their 
own private Facebook page.
   Sophomore Will Jones, a frequent member 
in the group dialogue discussions, says that 
the dialogues have gone well. 
   “We are getting more and more people ev-
ery meeting,” Jones said “So yeah, they keep 
getting better.”
   The dialogues are just the first step on the 
road to changing Birmingham, though. 
   “The meetings are just to talk about ra-
cial tensions we frequently see.” Resnick 
said. “We are going to start doing things in 
the community though like talking to cops, 
teachers [and other] figures of authority. We 
want to do fundraisers eventually, but we 
don’t need them yet. We’re really still in the 
developmental stage.”

   Simmons, 
who says 
that he and 
Moten have 
been plan-
ning this 
type of group 
for years 
claims that 
the group has 
already start-
ed to make 
an impact.
   “I think 
we’re past our 

developmental stage.” Simmons said. “We’re 
making changes, definitely.”
   With every meeting the group is getting 
bigger and bigger and, according to Moten, 
a number of teachers have expressed interest 
in the group.
   “[There have been] a few teachers ap-
proaching me who are noticing the same 
things in our community,” Moten said. 
   Moten praised the group’s members and 
expressed hope for its future. 
   “I think these guys have a good sense of 
inquiry,” Moten said. “These guys want to 
get solutions.”

Austin Flibin
Deputy-News Editor
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

The leaders of Birmingham Voice from left: juniors Nick Resnick and Timmy Christensen, 
Social Studies teacher Robin Moten, junior Sam Corey, and sophomore Saxon Simmons. 
Not Pictured: junior Jake Plotnik and junior Eboni Cloemens.           Photo By: Austin Filbin

Survey(From 1)

   “[What the committee plans to study is] 
the fact that after question number five, we 
started to see lots and lots of neutral,” Moten 
said. “So, again, the qualitative measures re-
ally make a big difference. I want to know 
why people answered neutral to questions 
that they really could have answered one way 
or another. It could have been a stronger re-
sponse, but it wasn’t. So, was it the question, 
[or] was it that they really didn’t feel strongly 
about this? There are all kinds of things go-
ing on, so what I said was there’s a story be-
hind all the neutrals, and we need to find out 
that story.”
   Senior Gaby Christ justified her reasoning 
for choosing neutral.
   “For some of them, I had to pick neutral, 
because it could only be applied to certain 
cases,” Christ said. “I never picked strongly 
agree because I didn’t really know if I should 

or not.
   Burg agreed, saying that each scenario is 
unique and cannot be oversimplified.
   “I never picked strongly agree,” Burg said. 
“You couldn’t generalize, that’s why I felt like 
the survey is not going to be very helpful.”
   Many students thought that isolated inci-
dents were not enough to answer strongly in 
either direction, thus causing the multitude 
of neutrals.
   Math teacher Eric Bruns agreed that spe-
cific scenarios are not enough to judge an 
entire class. However, he has seen incidents 
of bullying in his classroom.
   “There are a lot of very hurtful, inappropri-
ate things that are said amongst friends that 
are solely in jest, and no one takes offense 
to,” Bruns said. “On occasion, I think some 
people do take offense to those things, but 
don’t let on and just reciprocate. So it seems 
that’s just kind of good natured ribbing and 
camaraderie. I feel like maybe [most] of the 
time that’s all it is, but maybe like 10 percent 
of the time somebody is taking it poorly, tak-

ing it personally.”
   Moten believes that the survey truly can 
make a difference in the Seaholm commu-
nity, but only if students step up and change 
the school for the better.
   “I think a survey can help,” Moten said. “I 
think it gives us numbers that can help us to 
know a little bit more. Number one, surveys 
depend on how honest the students were be-
ing when they took the survey, and how seri-
ously they took the survey. You’re really quite 
dependent on things you that you have no 
control over. A survey, or Quantitative [re-
search], measures work best when they are 
combined with Qualitative measures.”
   Senior Natalie Collins, who admitted 
to seeing some form of bullying- friendly 
or otherwise- “maybe every day,” thinks 
Seaholm is a very typical high school when 
it comes to bullying.
   “I think there could probably always be im-
provement,” Collins said. “It definitely could 
be worse though.”

U-M (From 1)
   Michigan maintains the switch to the com-
mon app neither strengthens nor weakens an 
applicant’s chance of getting accepted. 
   “Our application review process will re-
main the same,” according to web link.
   According to the website the timeline for 
turning around decisions on applicants will 
not change. 
   “U-M will change from Early Response 
to Early Action; our deadline will remain 
November 1 and de-
cisions will be released 
by December 23,” ac-
cording to the web 
link. 
   Michigan claims that 
the switch to the com-
mon application won’t 
affect the timeline for 
decision making, stat-
ing that decisions will 
be released December 
23rd, however in the 
past Michigan appli-
cants received an an-
swer much earlier in 
the decision making 
timeline. 
   “When I applied back 
in 2001, some people heard back as early as 
the first week in November,” said Michigan 
Alumni and Seaholm teacher Michael Wick-
er. “I heard back in the third week”
   Steinmetz believes Michigan might have 
an alternative motive with the switch to the 
common application, and by not releasing 
decisions until the 23rd.
   “They might be trying to upstage Christ-
mas,” said Steinmetz. “A more legit explana-
tion, they’re trying to lower their acceptance 
rate.”

   Steinmetz is referring to the number of ap-
plicants a school lets in, some believe the less 
students you let in, the more prestigious the 
school.
   “It would definitely make them look bet-
ter, if they only let in like 10 percent of ap-
plicants,” said Steinmetz. “It just makes the 
process a lot more stressful.”
   Whether Michigan is trying to lower their 
acceptance rate, or they just went to com-
mon application for the students, it has af-
fected the application process.
   “Applications are up approximately 18% so 

far this year, 
but it’s too early in the process to know what 
the total number will look like by the end 
of the admissions cycle,” said Erica Sanders, 
Director of Recruitment and Operations at 
Michigan.
   According to a Michigan admission em-
ployee with knowledge of the subject who 
chose to be unnamed, Michigan has had a 
record 17,363 applicants who qualified for 
early action so far.

  Graphic By: Simon Schuster

 “The meetings are just to talk about racial 
tensions we frequently see. We are going 
to start doing things in the community 
though like talking to cops, teachers [and 
other] figures of authority. 

Nick Resnick
Seaholm junior

Students 
adjust to 
lunchtime 
pass rules
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248-433-0800
ORDER ONLINE:  at paparomanos.com
At the corner of Maple & Cranbrook

Hey clubs: call and ask us about or Seaholm group specials

Lunch Combo #1
-2 slices of pizza
- 12 oz can of pop

Lunch Combo #2
- 1/2 order mostaccioli
-  12 oz can of pop

$5
Lunch Combo #3
-1 Bambino, 1 topping pizza
-12 oz can of pop

$5

$5
$5 Lunch Combo #4

-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
- 12 oz can of pop

Just 5 minutes 
away for $5!

School Specials
+ tax

+ tax

+ tax

+ tax

TECH
SAVVY
According to a study, 
kids are more wired 
than ever before.

  Senior Ali Tonis is never more than a few 
feet away from her phone. She sleeps next 
to it, always has it in her pocket during class 
and rarely lets it out of her sight. 
   “I have it on me at all times,” Tonis said. “I 
don’t leave it home. Ever.” 
    Tonis, who was given her first phone in 
sixth grade, estimates that she sends between 
200-300 texts a day. She admits to texting in 
class regularly. 

   “If I can get away with it, I do,” Tonis said.  
    When she’s not texting, Tonis frequents 
websites like Facebook and YouTube.
   In short, Tonis is the embodiment of Gen-
eration Y. 
   According to a Pew Research Foundation 
study entitled “Millennials: A Study of Gen-
eration Next,” 71 percent of 12-17 year-olds 
surveyed in 2008 had cell phones, up from 
45 percent in 2004. 

   Of those teens, 94 percent have used their 
phones to talk to friends, and 76 percent 
text. Two in five teens send text messages 
daily. 
    This is apparent to psychology teacher Ro-
chelle Rogers, who says that she sees students 
texting in the hallways all the time. 
   “I think that that’s one of the things that 
we have to recognize as staff,” Rogers said. 
“Kids are never not in communication with 
someone.”
   Sophomore Maddie Sherer is the first to 
admit that she’s no exception. 
   “I’m constantly on my iPhone,” Sherer 
said. “I check it probably over five times an 

hour.” 
   Though Rogers does not let her students 
text openly in class, she makes exceptions 
based on kids’ circumstances.
   “If someone had to check their phone … 
usually kids will kind of let me know before-
hand,” Rogers said. “I find at least in my situ-
ation that if kids are open about it, they’re 
not sneaking it so that when they’re doing 
it I can kind of monitor it and I can see it.” 
   Of course, Rogers added, students don’t use 
their phones just for text messaging. 
   “I think the other thing that we really have 
to realize is that we can’t always assume that 
kids are texting,” Rogers said. “On the inter-

net, there are so many things that you can 
use some of these new smartphones for.”
    According to Pew Center 93 percent of 
teens surveyed go online, and 73 percent use 
social networking sites.
   The need to be connected is expected of 
teenagers, according to Scott Campbell, 
aUniversity of Michigan Assistant Professor 
of Communication Studies Scott Campbell.
    “It gives them a lot of flexibility to in-
teract with their friends anytime, anywhere,” 
Campbell said. “But also it gives them a lot 
of autonomy, kind of like a back channel. 
They can communicate under the radar. 
They have a lot of freedom.” 
    One of the most defining aspects of teen-
agers is their quest for self-identification, 
Campbell said, which makes communica-
tion and social networking a vital part of 
their lives.  
    “This is an age where people are really 
forming their identity, figuring out who they 
are,” Campbell said. “This is not something 
that happens in a vacuum. People figure out 
who they are and establish their sense of 
identity through their interactions with oth-
er people. All of this communication plays a 
very important role, I think, in people figur-
ing out who they are, who they are not, who 
they identify with.” Campbell said. 
    Rogers agreed, saying being connected is 
natural for teenagers.
   “It’s the nature of teenagers as a whole,” 
Rogers said. “They want to be connected.”
   Senior Spencer Johnson is the definition 
of connected. In April, he waited in line for 
hours to buy an iPad in April. 
  “We got there pretty early,” Johnson said. 
“There was a line and they handed out wa-
ters and stuff.”
   Johnson, who describes himself as “tech 
literate,” also built his own computer. 
   “[It] isn’t as difficult as it sounds,” Johnson 
said.
    Campbell disputed worries that short, in-
stant forms of communication like texting 
take away from language as a whole. Instead, 
he said, they add a new dimension.
   “It’s not taking away from face-to-face 
contact,” Campbell said. “A lot of people 
are afraid that it is. It’s not doing that. It’s an 
added layer of communication, and there-
fore I kind of feel that it’s an added language 
that they pick up.”
   For Sherer, life without her iPhone is un-
imaginable.
   “My phone’s my life,” Sherer said. “It 
doesn’t interfere with what I’m doing, most-
ly, but sometimes it might. It’s hard to tell.” 

Today’s teens, called “Millenials,” are rarely without at least one form of communication, and are often within an arm’s reach of their phones and computers. Photo by Sidney Krandall. 
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Students view on Michigan’s late returns this year

“I’m annoyed. State already got 
back to me. It’s frustrating to 

have to wait so long.” 

“It’s my back up school so I dont 
really care that much.” 

“It’s bogus. They should have 
them out earlier.” 

“We need to hear back earlier so 
we can make a decision.” 

- Senior Kelly Bedard

- Senior Boyce Oudersluys

- Senior Brad White

- Senior Katherine Klose 

Man on the Street:

   I never have homework.
   Teachers assign homework, but whether I 
do it is up to me.
  I was accepted to Michigan State University 
back in October. Now regardless if that 
school is my first choice or not, as soon as 
I got that letter I took my foot off the gas. 
   It would be nice to graduate with honors, 
keep my GPA up, but I don’t really care. 
   The problem is that acceptance letter. 
Without it I would be unaware if I’m in 
school or not, trying to get good grades. 
Now that I got that letter, all bets are off.
   In the past, if a teacher said I had a missing 
assignment that couldn’t be made up, it 
would eat at me for the rest of the day. Now, 

I kind of shake it off like I got a B on a test.
   I’ve actually come to like the rush of barely 
getting by in school. It adds a little energy 
to the day, because the mode I’m in right 
now causes me to be disinterested in every 
subject.
  Teachers reading this, believe me, it has 
nothing to do with you or the subject 
you teach even if there was a class that was 
comprised of everything that I liked doing 
for fun, if it was involved in school, I might 
get a B in it.
    This is a problem. I’m merely stating how 
I feel towards school right now. Many other 
students have the same issue. 
   I’m sure teachers don’t want to deal with 
students like me. I’m not celebrating my 
actions, I’m just pointing out the obvious: 

I’ve already been accepted, so why try?
Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com

www.affordableflowers.com

Michigan State’s early returns cause 
problems.
  I don’t think of it often, but students do 
get their acceptance revoked.  Still, it seems 
like such a rare case that it won’t ever happen 
to me.
  Even last year at college night, the Michigan 
State representative was asked, “Why 
shouldn’t seniors ease up during their last 
year?” I was expecting the standard response 
that, students sometimes get their acceptance 
taken away if they do badly. However she 
merely said, you want to try hard your senior 
year because you want to keep good habits 
going into college next year.
   Students will do the same thing each year, 
and get by unscathed. The effort seniors like 
me are putting in is unacceptable. 

   After watching the long list of school closings 
on the news Monday night, most Seaholm 
students stayed up late, believing there was 
no chance there would be school the next day. 
   Most woke up the next morning expecting 
to have a bunch of texts saying “SNOW 
DAY!” but instead found texts saying “BPS 
su**s.”
   Parents and students watched the news 
scroll the list of almost 250 school closings, 
searching for the Birmingham district, but 
Seaholm students were left out in the cold. 
   School districts like Berkley, Bloomfield, 
Troy, and the Catholic schools, all surrounding 
Seaholm were closed. Many parents, staff 
members and students were fired up. In 
total, all local districts except Southfield and 

Farmington closed.  
   BPS Students live in the same neighborhoods 
as people who go to Brother Rice, Marian, 
Troy High, Lasher and Andover, drive down 
the same streets to get to school, and had all 
the same reasons to have a snow day.  
   Rumors of school not being cancelled 
because trimesters circulated, along with 
rumors of the band concert being delayed if 
school was cancelled. 
   But in the end the reason school wasn’t 
cancelled was simple. 
   BPS Superintendent David Larson decided 
we should have school. 
   BPS staff members later received emails 
explaining that Monday’s school closure 
was made “in conjunction with the area 

superintendents,” and that Tuesday’s decision 
to have school was based on transportation 
and the belief that roads would be treated 
overnight and throughout the day. The email 
ends with reports of the temperature rising 
and trucks salting the roads for everyone’s 
home commute. 
   While there were reports of car accidents and 
slight transportation delays, nothing extreme 
resulted from maintaining a regular school 
day. There was no “Day After Tomorrow” 
catastrophe and school, for the most part, 
sailed smoothly.
   However, we’re still curious - when one 
district defies the conventional logic of 
hundreds of other local districts, is it educated 
foresight or a lucky guess?

Highlander Editorial

district gives students cold shoulder
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Lifestyles
Students 
encounter 
stricter TSA 
rules while 
traveling

   If it’s Friday, there’s an excellent chance 
that you’ll see senior Jacob Kiehle at Qdoba 
during lunch. Kiehle not only is a regular 
customer, but he also orders the chicken 
queso burrito on a usual basis. 
   “[Q]doba has very good food and is a very 
chill place to sit and relax,” Kiehle said.
   Kiehle isn’t the only Seaholm student to 
frequent Qdoba. It’s common to see many 
other Seaholm students at Qdoba because 
it has become a regular destination for 
many throughout the school week. 
   According to a Highlander food value 
survey which required 135 Seaholm stu-
dents to select five restaurants out of a pos-
sible 20, 50 percent selected Qdoba as one 
of the five leading restaurants for providing 
the best value for their meal. 
   Seaholm students who show their student 
ID cards to the Qdoda cashier will be given 
a free drink with their meals. In addition, 
if students use a Qdoba card, then they re-
ceive a free meal every 11th purchase. 
   “Qdoba is a great place,” senior Scott Si-
mon said. 
   In addition to Qdoba, Brooklyn Pizza 
was voted into the top five with 42 percent. 
Potbelly hit the jackpot with 41 percent 
of the students placing it into the top five. 
Lastly, Primo’s and Subway tied for place-
ment into the top five at twin vote counts 
of 40 percent.  
 Brooklyn’s 5-dollar student deal for two 
slices and a drink, keep lunch affordable. 
However, the student deal isn’t the most 
attractive factor to Seaholm students. 
   “The quality of pizza at Brooklyn really 
makes a difference when compared to 
other places,” senior Taylor Stinson said. 
“The freshness and cool atmosphere keep 
me coming back for more.”
    Even though the distance is two miles 
from Seaholm and it takes at least ten min-
utes to reach Primo’s, senior Adam Rosen 
believes that the drive is worth it.
   “Primo’s is a pretty chill place because 
$1.25 per slice deal is pretty tight,” Rosen 
said.
   Another regular stop for Seaholm stu-
dents is Potbelly. Potbelly, supplies a deal of 
$5.50 for the big size of their sandwiches.
   Similarly, Subway also has great deals for 
their food. The five-dollar foot long for 
any regular sandwich is a deal that can’t be 
missed.
   “It’s close and inexpensive,” junior Kelly 
Feiten said.”They have pretty good deals.”

Qboda, 
Brooklyn 
selected as 
best lunch 
destinations

   Once a week senior Brandon Wiseman 
does his least favorite task. 
   He takes up to 40 dollars out of his own 
pocket and pumps gas into his ’98 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee. 
   Working for his grandfather’s landscaping 
company, Wiseman uses the money to pay 
for his own car and insurance.      
   Wiseman’s financial contributions to his 
own car are rare at Seaholm. According to 
a Highlander survey of 200 upperclassmen, 

Seaholm’s Cars

Story by Annie Stenback

50 %

43
percent of 
students 
who pay 
for gas

Seaholm’s Bumper Logic

   Over Thanksgiving break and winter break, 
travelers are expecting enhanced security all 
around the country. Transportation Security 
Administration or TSA has stepped up secu-
rity. They are allowing pat downs and mak-
ing people walk through a metal detector or 
an Advanced Imaging Technology unit. 
   “For your safety, we have instituted new 
screening procedures at checkpoints,” TSA 
Administrator John Pistole said during a 
November 22, 2010 Press Release. 
   Not everyone will be patted down, only 
people who set off the detectors or refuse to  
go through them. In that case, the person 
will be patted down by someone of the same 
gender. 
   “You have the option to request that the 
pat-down be conducted in a private room 
and you have the option to have that pat-
down witnessed by a person of your choice,” 
Pistole said during a November 22, 2010 
Press Release.   
  Senior Emily Smith flew into Tampa In-
ternational Airport over thanksgiving break 
without any problems. 
   “I was wondering how everyone else would 
act,” Smith said. 
   She had no worries about security and 
thought that everyone was very friendly at 
the airport Smith is going to Ghana, Africa, 
over winter break and isn’t nervous about in-
ternational security. 
   “I don’t think it will be any harder [going 
through security],” Smith said. 
   Senior Matt Maniaci is going to Florida 
during this up-coming break and like Smith 
has no worries about flying. 
   “I fly a lot, I’m used to it,” Maniaci said. 
   The only inconvenience is that it takes lon-
ger to get to the terminal. Pistole reminded 
travelers during a November 22, 2010 Press 
Release how to make going through security 
easier. 
   “Remember our 3 simple steps to security: 
Have your ID out, coats & shoes off and lap-
top and liquids and gels less than 3 ounces 
out and ready,” Pistole said.  
   While Smith and Maniaci are worry free, 
Senior Sarah Steed is a little apprehensive. 
   “It’s a big change,” Steed said. 
   Steed is flying to Florida over winter break 
and isn’t going to let security ruin her fun. 
She believes that protecting the country is 
the most important thing.
   “I feel that in our society, that more tragic 
things are going to happen, and that we need 
a better way to approach them,” Steed said. 

   Walking down the hall, Luyi Pintér is 
greeted by friendly waves, fist bumps and 
shouts of his name. 
   In just a few short weeks, the 16-year-old 
Hungarian foreign exchange student found 
a place in the crowd of English- speaking 
Seaholm students. 
    “I liked Luyi because of his chill personal-
ity and the way he was always happy,” friend 
and water polo teammate Matt Wolkhamer 
said. 
   Pintér has played water polo 
for almost half of his life. His 
teammates said he was a real 
asset to the Seaholm team this 
past season, and that his talent 
helped them do better than 
they had in previous years. 
    “He was great [when he got 
here],” senior captain Matt 
Maniaci said, “but he got bet-
ter when he started to under-
stand the rules.” 
   Pintér initially struggled 
with American polo because 
of differences in the rules and 
overall game.
  “In Hungary there’s more aggressive play-
ing,” Pintér said. 
   Senior captain Jim LaFave agreed, laugh-
ing about Pintér’s antics when the season first 
commenced. 
    “He got kicked out a lot,” LaFave said. 
   Back in Hungary, Pintér played for a highly 
respected international team called VASAS 
SC. Their level of playing is extremely high, 
earning them a top-rated spot worldwide.  
    “Not always winning was an adjustment 
he had to make,” junior Matt Jacobs, whose 
family has hosted Pintér since he’s been in 
America, said.
   Pintér’s talent and personality made it easy 
for him to fit right in with the team, though 
a language barrier was still present. While 
sometimes the lack of easy communication 

   Long before iTunes, people of all ages 
were finding ways to copy the music they 
had legitimately bought in order to share 
it with a friend. These friends were then 
downloading the music onto their iPod or 
MP3, free of charge.
   Legal or not, that was the concept be-
hind LimeWire when it first arrived on the 
scene over ten years ago. 
   Since 2006, music and recording giants 
like Sony, Atlantic, Capitol, Elektra, War-
ner Brothers and more have been plain-
tiffs in the case that will soon shut down 
LimeWire for good. 
   Introduced as a P2P (peer-to-peer) net-
work, LimeWire sought PC users who 
would choose between downloading the 
free version with banner ads or paying 
a flat fee for the LimeWire PRO service 
with faster downloads and six months of 
free updates. 
   Within a year of the original LimeWire 
launch, the software was downloaded over 
three million times. This was news for ev-
eryone but the music industry that was 
taking a huge hit from the pirating-caused 

decrease in sales. 
   It’s pretty simple stuff, LimeWire has 
been profiting for years from the “sharing” 
of music and video that didn’t belong to 
them. Now, despite their expensive four 
year court battle, they’ve lost the right to 
stay in business. 

   Issued on October 26 of this year, the 
injunction has brought down the popular 
website impacting an estimated one third 

Jamie Hinz
Online Editor
Jhinz@seaholmhighlander.com

Taylor Wyllie
Staff Writer
Twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Unwired

of all PC owners; more than 50 million 
monthly users.
    “Limewire is under a court order dated 
October 26, 2010 to stop distributing the 
LimeWire software,” LimeWire’s legal 
counsel said. 
   For all those Seaholm students (or par-
ents) who still have to download Kid 
Cudi or Taylor Swift’s new album to their 
iPod, there isn’t much time. “Despite our 
dedication and efforts, Dec. 31, 2010, will 
mark the day when LimeWire Store shuts 
its virtual doors,” LimeWire executives 
said in a statement made to the New York 
Times.
   Still, the number of copycat sites is grow-
ing every day. New programs and web-
sites such as www.bearshare.com are be-
ing creating for the sole purpose of music 
sharing. Some have even stole Limewire’s 
name, such as www.newlimewire2011.
info ,even though they have no association 
with the original.
   Junior Evan Nagridge says that kids 
aren’t sad about the end of Limewire, be-
cause so many new pirating websites are 
being created.
    “You can just Google a song name and 
a music sharing website will pop up.” 
Nagridge said. 

LimeWire’s upcoming
shutdown leaves 

students hurrying to 
find other free music

alternatives

An October 26 court order pulled the plug on LimeWire, saying that they must stop distributing the software. Graphic by Simon Schuster

Alissa Henry
Staff Writer
Ahenry@seaholmhighlander.com

posed a challenge, Pintér’s teammates didn’t 
really mind. 
    “He was kind of hard to communicate 
with [at first], but polo is a universal lan-
guage,” LaFave said. 
   Head coach Chalmers McGillivray said 
that over time, the language barrier became 
less and less pronounced. Pintér’s English 
and the team’s sharp ear to his accent became 
stronger. 
    “There was a language barrier at first,” Mc-
Gillivray said. “But he learned quickly.”
   McGillivray knew that aside from Pintér’s 
raw talent, his biggest asset to the team was 

his knowledge of the game.
    “His biggest strength was 
his game IQ,” McGillivray 
said. “He knew what to do 
and when to do it.” 
   For all that Pintér brought 
to the team this past season 
he gained in culture and in 
friendships.   
    “He’s one of those kids 
that everyone likes,” McGil-
livray said, “He’s a good kid, 
laid back and relaxed.”
   Pintér formed a tight bond 
with all of his teammates. 

Over the course of the three-month season, 
he became just one of the boys. 
    “All the kids on the team are comfortable 
with him and he’s comfortable with every-
one,” Jacobs said.  
   Pintér also looks forward to pursuing water 
polo in the future. He plans to play in col-
lege and may look into playing even after his 
education is over. 
    “I will play after graduating,” Pintér said. 
   At the banquet on November 16, Pintér 
received the prestigious Coaches’ Award, 
which is given the athlete who sets the best 
example, and has the best attitude and over-
all skill. 
    “He set an example in terms of how to play 
and how to practice,” McGillivray said. “He 
was one of those first in [the pool], last out 
type of guys.”

“You can just 
Google a song 

name and a 
music sharing 
website will 

pop up.”

Evan Nagridge
Junior

Foreign exchange student feels 
at home on water polo team

Pintér at practice.
Photo by Sidney Krandall

Graham Gettel
Staff Writer
Ggettel@seaholmhighlander.com

only 22 percent of the seniors paid for their 
car and 25 percent of the juniors paid for 
their car. 
   The number of students who pay for their 
insurance is even lower. Only nine percent 
pay for their insurance. 
   Less than half students surveyed (43 per-
cent) pay for their own gas.
   Senior Maddie Nichols doesn’t pay any-
thing.
   “I’m really lucky to have parents who pay 

for my car and my gas,” Nichols said.
   Not all of the students at Seaholm own the 
cars they drive to school. 
   Fifty five percent of seniors own their car, 
20 percent lease their car and 25 
percent share their car with a parent of sib-
ling.
   Among juniors, 61 percent own their car, 
11 percent lease their car, and 28 
percent share their car with a parent or sib-
ling.

Photos by Annie Stenback

Graphics by Simon Schuster and Annie Stenback

By the Numbers:
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2010yearreview
1. Eclipse
2. The Last Song 
3. Piranha 3-D
4. MacGruber
5. Paranormal Activity 2 
6. Killers
7. Nightmare on Elm 
Street
8. Transformers 2
9. The Back-Up Plan
10. The Tooth Fairy

1. Clogs
2. Silly Bandz
3. 3D movies
4. Distressed                                                 
clothes
5. Four Loko
6. UFC fights
7. Army style
8. BP oil spill
9. Fur vests
10. Double down 

1.  Animal (Ke$ha)
2. Can’t Be Tamed (Miley Cyrus)
3. My World 2.0 (Justin Bieber)
4. Smoke and Mirrors (Lifehouse)
5. Bionic (Christina Aguilera)
6. Last Train to Paris (Diddy)
7. The Incredible 
    Machine (Sugarland)
8. Streets of Gold (3OH!3)
9. Battle of the Sexes (Ludacris)
10. A Thousand Suns (Linkin Park)

in

The movies, music and 
trends that we enjoyed 

the most this year. 

1. Beatles on                                                                                       
    iTunes 
2. iPhone 4
3. Lululemon
4. Robot Unicorn 
    Attack
5. Beat headphones
6. Wayfarer glasses
7. Kicks
8. Jeggings
9. Flip cameras
10. BBMing                                                                                

1. Contra (Vampire Weekend)
2. Recovery (Eminem)
3. My Beautiful Dark Twisted          
Fantasy (Kanye West)
4. Man on the Moon II: The                        
Legend (Kid Cudi)
5. Congratulations (MGMT)
6. The Adventures of Bobby                    
Ray (B.o.B.)
7. Thank Me Later (Drake)
8. Boston’s Boy (Sam Adams)
9. To the Sea (Jack Johnson)
10. The Suburbs (Arcade Fire)

1. The Social Network
2. Harry Potter and the 
    Deathly Hallows   
3. Inception
4. Toy Story 3
5.  How to Train Your 
     Dragon 
6. Shutter Island
7. Waiting for Superman
8. Alice in Wonderland
9. Despicable Me
10. Wall Street 2: Money 
      Never Sleeps

Bestthe

the
Worst

Everything that made 
us cringe this year, 

from Twilight to Ke$ha.
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You Meet the 
Most Interesting People 

when you SMILE.

WATERFORD OFFICE
4152 Sashabaw Road,Waterford, MI 48329

248.673.0505

FRANKLIN OFFICE
32767 Franklin Road, Franklin, MI 48025

248.626.4232

FAMILY, PREVENTIVE & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.wzdds.com

David A.Wright, D.D.S. • Donald J. Zelazny, D.D.S.

Teeth Whitening 
    School Special
NOW $75.00 
With This Coupon

Usually $360
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Hockey Season Turns Season Around
   In a season where wins have been hard to 
come by, the Birmingham Unified varsity 
hockey team notched a solid 5-4 victory 
over Lake Orion, Saturday afternoon at the 
Birmingham Ice Arena.
   Lake Orion took an early lead with 9:33 
left in the period. 
   With 13:50 left in the second period, BU 
junior forward Alec Yuhn scored, tying up 
the game. After another BU goal one minute 
later, Lake Orion switched goalies.
   At the end of the second, BU and 
Lake Orion had both scored again, with 
Birmingham Unified leading 3-2. 
   The third period continued with Lake 
Orion attempting to play catch-up, even 
pulling the goalie at the end of the period 
to try to tie up the game. BU ended on top 
winning their second game this season. 
   The win comes on the heels on an 

unexpected slow start that put the team in 
an early 1-5 hole to begin the season.
   Their one previous triumph against 
Avondale ended with a final score of 5-2. 
   Their losses included Northville (3-2), 
Clarkston (4-2), Stoney Creek (5-2) who last 
year was placed 7th where B-U was ranked 
6th, Howell (5-2) and last year’s No. 1 ranked 
team, Farmington (9-1).
   Despite the early struggles, junior forward 
J.D. Hess is optimistic about the remainder 
of the season. 
   “It’s been a disappointing start but we have 
the talent to turn things around,” Hess said.
   Senior captain Kevin Wilberding remains 
positive.
    “The season has gotten off to a slow start 
but we have made some necessary changes 
and are looking to play much better,” 
Wilberding, a center said. 
   To get back on track, BU will need 
contributions from Wilberding, veteran 
defenseman Jake Martin, Groves assistant 

captain Chris 
Donnelon and 
junior defenseman 
Jake Balicki. 
   Wilberding said 
the play of senior 
goalie Matt Trogu 
will be key.
   “We will receive 
tremendous help 
from our goalie, 
Matt Trogu,” 
Wilberding said. 
   Wilberding 
hopes to make 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
from last season in 
the defense with 
help from veteran 
defenseman Jake 
Martin.
    “We will do better with many returning 
varsity seniors and juniors that will help the 
rookies in areas that only experience may 

help,” Wilberding said. 
   Their coach on the other hand, doesn’t 
have such an optimistic view on the season 
in comparison to last years.
   “[In comparison to last year] we aren’t 

doing too good,” Weidenbach said. “ 
Around this time like last year we were 
probably 4-2.” 
   The team has many more games left 
before the season playing in a playoff 
pool including Troy, Troy Athens, and 
Berkley. Though the team has playoffs 
to look forward to, they are trying to 
remain focused on the present and 
trying to play each game as they come. 
   Their main rival so far has been 
Northville after facing them in a 
tournament last year and at the 
beginning of the season.  
   Weidenbach said there are no easy 
games. 
   “Everyone in our league is a rival,” 
Weidenbach said. 
    As for the rest of the season their 
hopes of making the OAA Red 

Division Championships still remain. 
   “Before the season I had hoped we’d make 
it into the playoffs, at this point I hope we 
can get back on track so we have hopes of 

BU hockey member blocks a goal against Lake Orion. 
Photo by: Sidney Krandall 

Annie Stenback
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Astenback@seaholmhighlander.com

   Ferndale forced 30 turnovers and dominated the fourth 
quarter to beat the Maples 69-41, Friday night. 
   The first quarter started off with Ferndale (2-0) 
controlling every aspect of the game and jumping out to 
a fast 20-2 lead.     
   During the second quarter, the Maples (1-1) went on 
a 17 to three run.  Although by the end of the third, 
Ferndale had regained momentum and the quarter ended 
with the Maples being down by 11.
   Senior forward Shawn Conway led the Maples with 
11 points.
   The Maples will look for their first division win Saturday 
at Stoney Creek, at1pm.

Boys Wrestling- 
Top Performer: Ryan Law 
Record: 3-1
Quote: “The team is looking good, hopefully fill 
some voids and improve,” junior Dan Gibbs.
Upcoming: Oakland County Tournament on 
Friday and Saturuday

Boys Swimming- 
Top Performer: Spencer Rogers
Record: Ranked #1 in state- first meet
Quote:”With persistence and dedication our 
goals will be proved successful,”  junior  Neal 
Page 

Boys Varsity Basketball- 
Top Performer: Shawn Conway
Record: 1-1
Quote:”The team will need to stick together and 
play strong,” senior forward Brad White
Last score: 69-41 loss against Ferndale 
Upcoming: Saturday @ Stoney Creek, 1 p.m.

Boys JV Basketball- 
Top Performer: Paris Bass
Record: 1-1
Quote:”In order to improve we have to limit our 
turnovers, but we are getting better,” sophomore 
guard Stephen Guenther
Upcoming: Saturday @ Stoney Creek 11:30 a.m.

Boys Freshman Basketball- 
Top Performer: Connor Bauers 
Record: 2-0
Quote:  “Try and win every game,” Freshman 
Forward, Aaron Collins
Upcoming: Saturday @ Stoney Creek, 10 a.m.

BU Hockey- 
Top Performer: Kevin Wilberding
Record: 2-4-1
Quote: “We have to work harder, score more goals, 
win more games,” junior 
Goalie,Spencer Whitehead
Score: 5-2 Loss againt Stoney Creek. 
Upcoming: Saturday vs. Lakeland

Skating- 
Top Performer-Caitlyn Deluca
Quote- “Although this is an individual sport we 
have great team chemistry” , Junior, Katie Root
Score- 5th Place for the A team @ Royal Oak
 Upcoming: Jan 13 @ Troy

Varsity Girls Basketball- 
Top Performer- Kathy Quigley
Record- 1-2
Quote: “The girls work so well together, it’s like a 
family,” junior guard Ally Foreman
Last score-61-22 loss against Groves
Upcoming:  Friday @ Royal Oak 7 p.m.

JV Girls Basketball- 
Top Performer: Hannah Sheppard
Record-1-1
Quote: “There’s no “I” in team and this team 
displays that,” sophomore guard Hannah Sheppard
Upcoming: Friday @ Royal Oak 5:30 p.m.

Boys Diving- 
Top Performer- Tommy Fink
Record- 0-0
Quote: “We have a very young team but hope 
we can build it into a dynasty. I personally hope 
to make it to states and keep it Gucci,” junior 
Tommy FInk
Upcoming: Clarkston on Thursday

Boys hoops beats 
Groves, falls to 
Ferndale

Jeff Butler 
Opinion Editor 
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com

Star receiver not yet
academically 
eligible for U of M

   “Cam Newton did it.”
   This is how Shawn Conway 
explained his approach to his 
latest setback.
   Conway, who was committed 
to play football at the University 
of Michigan in the fall, said he 
was academically ineligible to 
play Division I football next 
year.
   “I have to go to junior college 
for two semesters [next year] 
for academic purposes,” said 
Conway. “You have to have a 
certain GPA and ACT score for any Division I college.”
   Like Newton, Conway is treating the situation like a 
365 day business trip.
   “Wherever I go, I’m gonna play 
football, I still plan on playing 
Division I football within the 
next two years somewhere,” said 
Conway. “I still wanna go to 
Michigan, but if that doesn’t work 
out, I wanna have other options.”
   Along with football next year, 
or more importantly, is the 
schoolwork.
   “Keeping up with the grades is 
one of my main focuses next year,” 
said Conway.
   According to Conway, multiple 
reports that he is playing at Grand 
Rapids Community College 
(GRCC) next year are premature.
   “There was something printed 
in the newspaper that wasn’t true,” 
said Conway. “I have to go to a 
junior college for two semesters, 
but I don’t know where yet.” 
   Even though Conway hasn’t made 
anything official, GRCC recognizes 
his talents on field. 
   “He’s an outstanding player. 

He committed to the University of Michigan over 
the summer for a reason, because of his abilities,” 
Tim Johnson Head of Recruiting at Grand Rapids 
Community College said. “He’s an outstanding player 
and would be a fine addition to any program.”
   Johnson however cannot comment on whether 
Conway has made a commitment to GRCC or not.
   “No letter of intent can be signed until the first week 
of February. He’s verbalized to other people that he’s 
coming to Grand Rapids Community College,” said 
Johnson. “We’re not allowed to comment on a kid, 
that’s the rules of the NCAA until February, until that 

kid has signed with us or 
anyone else.”
   Conway told the Highlander 
he recently moved out 
of former Seaholm Head 
Football Coach Chris Fahr’s 
home – Fahr took legal 
guardianship of Conway, 
following the 2009-10 school 
year – but maintains that they 
are as close as ever.
  “Our relationship is the 
same, even though I don’t live 

with him anymore. We still text and talk all the time,” 
said Conway. “He’s still making my highlight tape for 
football, he’s actually knows the football coach from 

Grand Rapids.”
   According to Fahr, the view 
Conway has on their relationship 
is mutual. 
   “I want the best for him, I 
always have and I always will,” 
said Fahr. “I wish him the very 
best, and I will always be here for 
him.”
   Conway has the support of his 
coach, and his teammates from 
Seaholm.
   “Shawn’s a very talented player, 
and is determined to make it,” 
said teammate and defensive 
linemen Kevin Covey, a senior. 
“I’m sure he will.”
   The most important goal for 
Conway is eventually playing 
Division I football.
   “[The goal is] keeping up 
with the grades next year,” said 
Conway. “Getting through next 
year and moving on to a Division 
I program.” 

Conway runs for a touchdown. 
Photo by Sidney Krandall 

Conway Takes Detour 

“Wherever I go, I’m gonna play 
football, I still plan on playing 
Division I football within the 
next two years somewhere.”

Shawn Conway
Seaholm senior wide receiver

   The Birmingham United gymnastics team effortlessly 
tumbled upon beam after beam in the average-sized 
Sports Club of West Bloomfield gymnastics area. 
   While practicing, the girls’ bodies were layered with 
brightly colored leotards, their hair pulled back into tight 
ponytails. 
   The girls laughed, occasionally goofing around by doing 
a handstand or two. 
   Junior captain Maddy Reem stood on the beam, 
focusing on every little detail of her routine. 
   Her composure was somewhere between the grace of a 
dancer and the strength of a cheerleader. 
   Once she hopped off the beam, it was all laughs. 
    “The gymnastics team is a time to forget about school 
and problems and be with friends to work hard at 
something you enjoy doing,” freshman Madison Barr 
said. 
   Still, nothing about the sport is easy.
    “Gymnastics is one of the most physically demanding 
sports ever,” sophomore Elizabeth Hocking said. “The 
skills and routines that gymnasts do require more muscle 
than a lot of guys have.” 
   Hocking dedicates at least ten hours of practice during 
the week, while conditioning during the weekends.
“There’s always harder levels to reach and more skills to 
get,” Hocking said. “It requires a ton of time, pain, and 
hard work.” 
      Junior co-captain Tess Raymond has been a gymnast for 
seven years, Barr has been tumbling for 13 and Hocking 
has been for tumbling on and off since kindergarten. 
    The gymnastics team has also grown. 
  “We have 14 girls, but unfortunately right now two are 
out due to injury,” Pfeifer said. 
   Seaholm freshman Jennifer Kendall has a stress fracture 
in her back and Groves freshman Rosie Bostekhas a 
broken ankle, requiring surgery. 
   However, despite the loss of Kendall and Bostek the 
future of the team is still brightly shining. 
   “All of the girls have some sort of gymnastic 
background,” Head coach Allison Pfeifer said. “There 
[are] no beginners in this group.”
   In addition, Pfeifer said team has chemistry.
   “They’re not cliquey. They’re just one tight group,” 
Pfeifer said. “There’s no outcasts-they’re really an 
exceptional group. Really good kids. Proud to be their 
coach.” 
    In order to prepare for meets, the team practices four 
times a week. 
   “At practice we warm up for about 15 minutes and then 
our coaches split us up into groups,” Raymond said. “And 
we either go to bars, beam, floor, or vault, depending on 
which events we usually compete [in] during meets.” 
   Recently, Pfeifer said, the team has been focusing on 
routines for each individual event. 
  “We just wanted to make sure that we had good, solid 
routines for every event that we can get at least five girls 
in,” Pfeifer said. 
   The goal is for the girls to become stronger within each 
event by the end of the season.  
   “I think we can do that,” Pfeifer said. “It’s already 
happening.”  

BU gymnasts
prep for 
season
Meghan Dooley
Sports Editor
Mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com

Sports Briefs

Graham Gettle 
Staff Writer
Ggettle@seaholmhighlander.com

Ferndale 69, Seaholm 41

   It might have been 
the first game of 
the season, but last 
week’s rivalry game 
felt like a playoff. 
   Seaholm’s 57-47 
win over Groves in 
the season opener 
provided glimpses 
of last season’s 20-2 
Maple team.
    “We’ve been here 
before,” fourth year 
head coach Jose An-
drades said.
     Seaholm forward 
Shawn Conway led 
both teams with 27 
points and 18 re-
bounds.
    Not only was the 
energy level of the Seaholm players far beyond that of 
Groves, but the Seaholm student section almost doubled 
the Groves section.
    “We outnumbered [Groves] fanwise,” said senior for-
ward Brad White, who finished with five points.  
     The first two minutes of the game seemed filled with 
nerves and adrenaline as neither team could put the ball 
in the basket. That all changed when Lindsey placed the 
first points on the scoreboard with a 12 foot jump shot 
with 5:54 left in the first. 
      After back and forth scoring, the first period ended 
with a crushing dunk by White as the crowd erupted into 
a frenzy of energy and cheering.
     At a crucial point at the 1:51 marker during the sec-
ond period, senior guard Adam Banchiu was all alone 
and personally stopped the onslaught of a three person 
rush. The second quarter came to a close with Seaholm 
leading, 29-24.
     At the end of the third and quarter and spilling into the 
beginning of the fourth, Seaholm fell into a four minute 
scoring drought, allowing Groves to claw back into the 
game and cut the Maples’ lead to five.   
     But a Conway layup and foul, brought the student 
section back to life and gave Seaholm a big momentum 
shift. 
     Groves then resorted to fouling to force the Maples to 
make free throws.     Senior guard Braden Geraldo, junior 
guard Spencer Eick, and junior guard Matt Wilkinson 
clinched the win by draining pressured filled free throws. 
    Although the game was close until the final minutes 
and wasn’t the convincing win Andrades was looking for, 
he was still satisfied.
   “I’ll take it,” Andrades said. 

Senior Brad White (24)
dunks as Shawn Conway 
(4) watches in the Maples 
69-41 win over Groves. 
Photo by Sidney Krandall

Now On 
SeaholmHighlander.com
Blake 
Keaton 
profiles
Lauren Hall, a 
junior chasing 
her childhood 
dream of fenc-
ing.
 Hall is less 
than a year 
into her train-
ing and already, she’s turning heads.

Trey Wanicke covers the girls varsity 
basketball team. After a dominating open-
ing win, the team has run into a tough 
schedule. Photos by Macey Krandall
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