
Students Not Thankful for Finals It’s Official: Larson 
Hired to Helm BPS 

The gleam in the eyes of a normal 
Seaholm student at the sight of a 
substitute teacher may be fading 
this year due to the fact that their 
subs have the potential to be “sub-

par.” Seaholm and 
all other BPS 

s c h o o l s 

switched over to 
a privatized substitute system 
this year in an effort to trim the 
budget.
   “The thing driving nearly 
everything we do now in this 

district and here at Seaholm is 
saving money, so that’s what’s 
behind this, too,” Principal Terry 
Piper explained. 
   The new company, AESOP, 
allows teachers to arrange an 
absence online or through an 
automated phone system. Over 
950 school districts in the US, 
Canada, Australia and the UK 
use AESOP, making it the largest 
sub system in the world. BPS 
apparently is not the only district 

that has switched to 
AESOP this year 

either, as more 
than 60 other 
districts have 
made the 

c h a n g e 

from another 
system to using AESOP 
in 2007. Their website claims 
AESOP places a sub every five 
seconds and that their system “can 

make and receive hundreds of 
phone calls simultaneously” with 
no busy tones or system overload 
issues. Once a teacher files an 
absence, the AESOP system relies 
on “features like skill-matching 
and preference lists to match the 
appropriate substitutes to the 
jobs.”
   Still, not all teachers are 
thrilled with the new system 
because they feel it limits 
which subs they can and cannot 
get for their classes.
   “Some of the teachers are 
concerned because of it being 
harder for them to get their sub of 
choice,” Piper acknowledged. 
   “Say if there’s one particular 
substitute that you don’t want to 
come to your class, then there’s 
no way of stopping that,” said 
Lynette Mayman, who teaches 

English and French. “…If 
y o u can’t get, say, a 

French or 
Spanish 

s u b 

for a language class, then it’s 
almost like you waste a day.” 
   The trimester schedule also 
makes it even harder to keep 
a lesson plan on track when a 
teacher is absent.

   “Given the trimester, 
there’s so little time,” 
Mayman said. “Time is 

of the essence and 
if you’re losing 
a day, that’s 
t e r r i b l e … 

K i d s j u s t 

w i n d 
u p doing busy 
work and they hate 
that.”
  In fact, a few students say 
they have noticed a change for the 
worse in the quality of subs this 
year. 
   “We were in Spanish class and 
we had to watch a movie that day,” 
said senior Lia Jamerson. “…[The 
sub] puts her jacket over her and 
she fell asleep… She woke up to 
give us directions…and then she 
fell asleep again.”

   “One of the subs I had 
couldn’t get the TV to 

work because she 
thought you 

had to rewind 
a DVD,” 
senior Lizzie 

Curcuru said. 
   When it comes to subs like 
these, the administration’s policy 
has not changed. 
   “If a Seaholm teacher makes me 
aware of a problem they have with 
a specific sub, then that matter is 
investigated,” Piper said, “and if 
it’s found there is a problem, then 
that teacher is taken off the list of 
who can sub here.” AESOP also 
features a tool that allows teachers 
to file reports about problematic 
subs online and their complaints 
are sent directly to the school’s 
administration.
 While most students 

may be overjoyed with the 
thought of a substitute 

teacher, some realize 
this will hinder 

their learning 
p r o c e s s . 

A n d n o w 
with the new 
sub-system, 
things aren’t 
getting any easier.
   But for the most part, 
Piper feels there hasn’t 
been a large influx of new, 
inexperienced subs with the 
new system. 
   “It’s the same faces I’ve seen 
here in my years at Seaholm,” he 
said. 
     

Jack Rokicki
Chelsea Lane
Staff Writers

Lizzie Curcuru
Staff Writer
  Dr. David Larson was officially 
appointed district superintendant 
at the Board of Education meeting 
on November 6, 2007.
  The Board of Education trustees 
approved the decision with a 5 - 2 
vote, at that meeting. 
  The final agreement states that 
Larson will be receiving $172,762 
for his base salary. 
   When factoring in his perks and 
benefits, like healthcare and car 
allowance, his total income will 
be $197,874. 
 The base salary exceeds the 

Dr. David Larson will take the place of Dr. John Hoeffler as 
Superintendent for BPS.       photo courtesy Dr. Larson

$168,300 annual haul for 
State Superintendent of Public 
Education Michael P. Flanagan, 
who -- according to the Michigan 
Department of Education in a 
2005 release -- volunteered to take 
a $8,415 pay cut in “in deference 
to the budget deficits this state has 
experienced.”
    Dr. Larson will be visiting the 
schools sometime this week so 
that he can become familiar with 
the community. 
  He is scheduled to start his work 
in the Birmingham district on 
January 1, 2008. 

Monday, November 26: Normal Schedule
Tuesday, November 27: First hour begins at 7:30, with class-
es 59 minutes long. First hour final after 5th hour.
Wednesday, November 28: 2nd hour final from 7:30 - 9:00
3rd hour final from 9:20 - 10:50.
Thursday, November 29: 4th hour final from 7:30 - 9:00
5th hour final from 9:20 - 10:50.
Friday, November 30: NO SCHOOL!

It’s coming. The thing 
everyone dreads. It doesn’t allow 
you to sleep. It affects your eating 
habits. It’s all you think about. It 
takes over your life. It’s finals.

Many students and 
staff are uncomfortable with 
the new timing for finals. 

“It is so inconvenient to 
have it the week after Thanksgiving 
break,” junior Anya Cekauskas 
said. “I’ve been working so hard 
all trimester, I need a break from 
school, but I won’t be able to do 
that because I will be studying.”

Like Cekauskas, some 
students are upset that all of the 
hard work they have put in so far 
this year will not be rewarded 

with a break because they 
now have to spend it studying.

“I hate finals this year 
because we are now forced to study 
over a Thanksgiving break that 
is meant to be relaxing,” DJ 
Lydy said. “Now it will be filled 
with stress and our worries of 
finals the upcoming week.”

Some students, 
although stressed, are not as 
upset with the idea of finals.

“Truthfully, I haven’t 
started thinking about finals yet 
(and I don’t want to) but it will be 
nice to have only five finals instead 
of seven,” Lauren Acker said.

There are some 
benefits to having the finals 
sooner then other schools.

“The seniors who got 
deferred from the college of 

their choice will have a better 
advantage to getting in,” Afton 
Delvecchio said. “They will be 
able to submit their trimester 
grades to colleges about a month 
before other students are able to 
send in their semester grades.” 

English teacher Keith 
Bernacki thinks that students will 
be able to do better on their finals 
with this new trimester schedule.

“With the fact that 
students have every class every 
day, and the trimester is 18 
weeks long compared to the 12 
weeks in a semester, they will 
be able to remember the material 
more easily,” Bernacki said.

It’s not the process 
of finals that English Teacher 
Deb Gollnitz has been stressing 
about; it’s the readjusting 

and curriculum pacing.
“This year English 9 

Team has had to drop two writing 
experiences from each trimester,” 
Gollnitz said. “It’s not the finals 
that we teachers are stressed 
about, it’s the curriculum.”

Counselors have not 
yet had the influx of students 
who come in just before finals.

“Last year we had a ton 
of students come in and ask us 
if we could get them permission 
to get their finals pushed back,” 
said Counselor Walt Romano. 
“This year we haven’t had 
any students come in worried 
or to ask for any favors, yet.”

One thing’s for sure, 
students aren’t thankful for finals.

Jessica MIller
Staff Writer
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Stereotypes Shattered at School Exchange with Oak Park
Caelan Keenan
Staff Writer

Seaholm students Darcey Noska, Caitlin Lutsch, and Katherine Watts wnjoy their time during the school exchange to Oak Park 
High School, after a heated discussion in the Oak Park’s little theater.                                             Photo by Lia Jamerson

The point of the school exchange was to experience diversity, and 
learn about different culture.                     Photo by Lia Jamerson

	 The Seaholm Diversity 
Club made its 8th trip to Oak Park 
High School on November 8, 

2007. Twenty-nine students took 
part in the student exchange. 
Seaholm students each were 
paired with an Oak Park student 
and followed them through their 
day’s schedule. An hour and a 
half discussion followed. 
 The main goal of the 
trip was to show students “what 
the rest of the world looks like 
out there,” said teacher Scott 
Craig. 
 The discussion between 
both schools proved to be the 
most valuable experience. 
 “Stereotypes were 
shattered and students shared 
their views of each other, which 

sometimes were correct,” said 
Craig. “The discussion was wide-
ranging.” 
 “It was a culture-shock 
but it was definitely worthwhile,” 
said senior Lia Jamerson of the 
trip. 
 Everyone who took part 
believes this year was a success. 
There is even a follow-up event 
planned for Tuesday November 
20, 2007. 
 “We’re going bowling 
and having pizza with them 
after school,” said Craig, which 
promises to reinforce everything 
learned through the field trip.
 In January of the 2nd 
trimester Oak Park students will 
be making their way to Seaholm 
High School for the second half 
of the student exchange. 

National Honor Society Inductees

ASTREIN, Nolan

ANSTETT, Conor

BADA, Chelsea*

BARNES, Margeau

BARNETT, Jordan

BEAUREGARD, Madeline

BENNETT, John

BIGELOW, Celia*

BJERKE, Brian

BLOCK, Matthew

BOUWENS, Jenna

BRANDONISIO, Scott

BREWER, Derek

BROWN, Keith

BROWNE, Stephanie

BUCK, Caroline

BURGUESS, Brigitta

CACCAMO, Matthew

CARNEGIE, Michael

CARNOVALE, Julia

CEKAUSKAS, Anya

CHAO, Rachel

CHORAZYCZEWSKI, Megan

CLARK, Nash

COVEY, Scott

DIXON, Christopher

DONALDSON, Elizabeth

DOW, Cameron

DZIERBICKI, Sara

FILIPS, Charles

FREDERICK, Cole

FUERST, John

GALANTE, Rachel

GARGARO, Peter

GERALDO, Casandra

GLAZIER, Mallory

GRANETT, Shelby

GREEN, Brady

GROBBEL, Elizabeth

GUENTHER, David

GULLEY, Rachel*

HENNE, Caroline

ISAACS, Michael

JOHNSON, James

JONES, Whitney*

KANE, William

KELLER, Lucy

KIRBY, Lauren

KITTO, Lisa

KNOCK, Alexi

KOSEK, Anna

LaFAVE, Molly

LANE, Alexandra

LEWIS, Ben

LEWIS, John

LIEBERMAN, Leedor

LINCOLN, Jared

LINDEN, Gina*

LIPA, Alexandra

LISS, Anna

MacGREGOR, Brooke

MacKENZIE, Christopher

MADDOX, Anne

MANDICH, Lindsey

MARX, Molly

McMAHON, Maren

MEHTA, Priya

MELDMAN-FLOCH, Wyatt

MEREDITH, Daniel

MILLER, Rachel

MOELLER, William*

MORYKWAS, Samuel

NEUENFELDT, Sean

NOLAN, Kelsey

NORRIS, Annie*

O’CONNOR, Brian

OTZEN, Karen

PARK, Alexandra

PORCERELLI, Daniel

PROVOST, Andrew

PRYKA, Aaron

REDEBAUGH, Laura

REEM, Rachel

ROSENZWEIG, Evan

RUIZ, Elizabeth

SCHOMBERGER, Hilary

SCHWARTZ, Alexandra

SHERER, Lauren*

SINNAMON, Hannah

SMITH, Jessica

SMITH, Morgan

SMITH, Zoe

SOLOMON, Adam

SQUATRITO, Allison

STACY, Molly

STANLEY, Jessica

STELTENKAMP, Mike

THOMAS, Stephanie*

TURNBULL, Thomas

VanDerHOEF, Matthew

vonFOERSTER, Ellen

WELLS, Sarah Beth

WILKINSON, Annabelle*

WILSON, Sarah

WOJEWODA, Jackie

WOO, Richard

*Denotes Senior

Congratulations to the following 
juniors and seniors who were 

inducted to Seaholm’s NHS on 
Tuesday, November 13, 2007. 
Members must maintain a 3.5 
grade point average and com-
mit themselves to community 

service.

The five pillars of NHS are 
knowledge, scholarship, 
leadership, character and 
service. Members must exem-
plify all of the characteristics.

Michigan Mathematics Prize Competition
Congratulations to the follow-
ing twenty-one students who 
have qualified for Part II of the 
Michigan Mathematics Prize 
Competition. They are among the 
top 1000 students in the State to 
qualify for Part II.  Part II will be 
administered on Wednesday, De-
cember 5 during first and second 
period.

Marcus Brown
Cameron Dow
Brian Finley
Cole Frederick
Marielle Gagnier
Peter Gibbs
Seth Johnson
Matthew Klose
Anna Koseck
Matthew Maertens
Alexandra Mathews

Courtney Murphy
Michael Murrish
Barclay Oudersluys
Joseph Parks
Morgan Priestley
Lloyd Ramseyer
Nicholas Ridenour
Samantha Schiebold
William Stewart
Brian White

Students Get a Taste of Real Life Politics
Caelan Keenan
Staff Writer

Flex teacher Scott Craig’s 
enthusiasm for politics goes 
beyond his AP Government classes. 
 On Saturday 
November 10, 2007, Craig 
hosted a formal fundraiser at 
his home for Democratic State 
Representative Marc Corriveau 
who is facing a recall election.
  Students were invited 
to work at the event and be of 
help to hosts Craig and his wife.
 “We checked coats 
and passed out flyers,” 
said senior Emilie Davis.
 In true political form, 
students were able to witness real-
life campaigning at work. Food 
was served, ideas were discussed, 
and even Senator Debbie 
Stabenow was a special guest. 
 “It is a little unusual to have 
her at a smaller event and she got 
people really excited,” said Craig.
 Students were also 
personally introduced to Stabenow.
 “She was a great 
speaker and it was really 

Students Chris Matthes, Lia Jamerson, Kat Irvine, Ryan Smith, 
Lauren Acker, Elissa Schwartz, and Emilie Davis got to spend 
time with Senator Debbie Stabenow.              Photo by Scott Craig

cool to meet her,” said Davis.
 Craig is an example 
of how everyday people can 
take part in the nation’s politics. 
He also showed how lessons 
go beyond the classroom.
 “I think the students 

found that politics is actually 
kind of interesting,” said Craig. 
 The fundraiser was 
successful, raising between 
$13,000 and $14,000 for 
the Corriveau campaign.  
 

Robot Competition Takes Over Seaholm

  “Hosting this tournament at 
Seaholm was a great opportunity 
to showcase the talent of our 
engineering students” said Mr. 
Simms, head of the engineering 
department at Seaholm.
  The Oakland County Competi-
tive Robotic Association Region-
al robotics competition was held 
in the Seaholm Gymnasium on 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 2007. 
  Twenty different schools from 
Southeastern Michigan came to 
showcase and demonstrate their 
robotic creations. This is the third 
year that the Seaholm Robotics 
Team has been able to compete 
in this competition. 
  “The engineering technology 
department has classes ranging in 
topics from alternative energy to 
computer drafting, and of course, 
robotics,” explained Simms, “it’s 
a fun and challenging high tech 
activity.”

Junior Steve Burke prepares for competition at the Oakland 
County Robotics Association Competitio. Photo by Bernie Simms

Lizzie Curcuru
Staff Writer



I didn’t tell 
you guys 
the Taco 
Bell story?

B e f o r e 
this pick-
up hockey 
game, I 
went to Taco 
Bell and ate 
a ton. After 
the game, 
my stom-
ach killed. 
On the way 
home, I said 
“I’d never 
get Taco 
Bell again.”

My friend 
replied: “50 
bucks says you 
do.” I foolish-
ly shook his 
hand...Now, I 
get the crav-
ing so much. 
After the 
newspaper did 
an article on 
this, and after 
some jerk left 
T-Bell out-
side my office 
door, I didn’t    
  crack.

Oh God, my 
mouth is water-
ing just thinking 
about it. Some-
times, I just sit 
in the parking lot 
and weep.

Sagas of Seaholm
By Allison Fisher

   Pretty. Darn. Astounding. 
   Okay, so there are better acrostic 
poems out there, but public 
displays of affection seem to be 
happening at school as often as 
students arrive tardy to class. (If 
you’re new to Seaholm, tardiness 
happens a lot).
   Right around 2:50 is their 
witching hour. They linger too 
long in the hallways, with no 
intent of heading out to the parking 
lot before fitting in some ‘mouth-
to-mouth’ with their partner of 
choice. And honestly, humans are 
sexual beings, (yes, I said it, and 
perhaps teens 
can take a pass 
at being mature 
for a second 
and agree with 
that, because 
it’s true) but 
the rest of us 
never asked 
to grab a bowl 
of popcorn, 
some Goobers, 
and watch the 
show.
   If I had a 
partner, I don’t 
know if I would 
ever risk Deb 
Boyer or Terry 
Piper watching 
me make out with him. 
   But maybe that has to do with 
how I was brought up.
    “Just pretend like your dad’s on 
your shoulder, Amelia.”
   That’s what my dad always says, 
before I leave the house to go out 
on the weekend nights. Not only 
does this creep me out to the point 
where I would rather be deaf than 
have healthy, working ears, but 
I never, ever want any figure of 
authority watching my every move 
in my time of independence.
   But not you. 
   Either through the bliss of 
ignorance or a wanton disregard 
for other people’s desire to keep 
their lunch down, you two decide 
to boldly press (face) on.
   Okay, so you just have to kiss 
each other before every class 
(Love you!) and after school 
(Babe! I missed you sooo much). 
I think it’s great that you like 
each other so much and that 
you’re open about your physical 
relationship to a certain point. But 
that was a point you passed just 
about seven exits ago.
   I mean, in your view, are we the 
ones with the problem?
  Should we be looking for the 

Amelia Carpenter
Viewpoint

Have Some Class 
In Between Classes
Hey Lovebirds: 
Nobody Wants 
to Watch You 
Make Out

Opinion3

Yes, read my lips 
before attacking 
those of your 
partner’s – some of 
us feel personally 
violated by having 
to watch you prove 
your love for one 
another in a public 
place.

Rosetta stone that translates 
your impossible-to-avoid body 
language into:  “Hey Mr. Piper, 
take a seat, watch Bobby and I get 
to first base”? 
  Awkward.
  Let’s look ahead a few years.
  What will you do when you have 
a career of your own? Are you 
going to mack on the secretary in 
the middle of a meeting? Are you 
going to make out in a corner of the 
break room while everyone else 
is minding their own business? 
“Hey boss, don’t mind us, we’re 
just going to suck on each other’s 

faces for a few 
minutes while 
you’re eating 
lunch.”
   If you don’t 
believe me, ask 
your folks -- 
making out in 
the workplace 
with a fellow 
e m p l o y e e …
not really 
unacceptable.
   Although 
there’s no set 
policy here at 
Seaholm about 
public displays 
of affection, the 
administration 

accepts a level of appropriateness 
from the student body as do we 
from the Seaholm staff. 
   It’s a common sense policy, 
you see. Students wouldn’t want 
to watch two teachers make out 
before class (no offense, guys), 
nor does the staff want to watch 
any students make out with each 
other between classes. 
    Let’s break the habit now before 
the custodians have to clean 
up more vomit from accidental 
onlookers of you exhibitionist 
pro-P.D.A couples. 
    Yes, read my lips before 
attacking those of your partner’s 
– some of us feel personally 
violated by having to watch you 
prove your love for one another in 
a public place. 
    We get it; you clearly like each 
other…you don’t have to prove it 
to the whole student body.
   So, for my hallway-canoodling-
chastity-belted-couples, I am 
deeply sorry. I’m sorry you must 
resort to the hallways instead 
of a quiet place on the couch on 
Friday night. Do us all a favor, and 
explore your physical education 
(and I’m not talking about gym 
class) outside of school.

BE HEARD!

If we’re missing 
the story or you 
want to share 
your viewpoint, 
tell us. You may 
be published.
highlandernewstips@ya-
hoo.com
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Highlander Editorial
   Ahh…sub days.
   Not long ago, it seemed like they 
were the perfect mix of work and 
play. Sure, some students would 
goof off, while others would bury 
themselves in work for other 
classes. But for the most part, 
these days – thanks mostly to our 
guest instructors – these days had 
educational merit.
   The substitute teachers used to 
be more familiar with the content 
if not the community.  By the 
end of a school year, they were a 
familiar face. 
   But now, when it’s a sub day, 
it seems there isn’t much learning 
going on. Videos are usually a 
seventy-minute time filler, or 
there is always the small chance 
that busy work will chew up the 

hour.
   The pay, according to the district, 
is no different. But if you ask 
students and some teachers, the 
performance certainly is. Quantity 
still seems to reign, while quality 
is severely lacking.
   This year, a noticeable amount 
of substitutes here at Seaholm 
have been unsatisfactory.
   At least one substitute has fallen 
asleep in class. Another was unable 
to master the 1999 technology 
that is a DVD (she thought she 
had to rewind it before playing 
it). And then there’s our personal 
favorite: a gentleman who broke 
script to  use the 71 minutes as 
a pulpit to preach to his students 
the importance to not “drink and 
drive”, then yelled at a student for 
giggling during his sermon.

   Granted, these aren’t major 
offenses. And they seem pretty 
tame compared to a Houston, 
Texas substitute who earned the 
ire of the local community earlier 
this month when she taught her 
fifth graders about prostitution and 
warned that McDonald’s should 
be called “Crack-Donald’s” (Note, 
the Houston Independent School 
District does not use AESOP-
the company who provides our 
district’s substitute teachers).
   To set things straight, this is 
not the fault of the Seaholm 
Administration. Teachers used 
to be able to trust that when they 
left lesson plans for the sub to 
go over in their absence, there 
was a good chance they would 
be followed. There was once a 
day when substitute teachers in 

a biology class knew something 
about mitosis, or were able to 
speak the foreign language they 
were substituting in.
   Today, with the trimesters, 
every minute in class is valuable. 
When class used to be 90 minutes 
long, teachers were easily able 
to catch up one day of missed 
work. Now that the trimesters 
have forced teachers to compact 
their curriculum, when teachers 
miss a class, it is harder to stay on 
top of schedule. This is due to the 
readjustments teachers are making 
in their shorter lesson plans.
   It’s already difficult for teachers 
to get all of the information 
crammed into 12 weeks instead of 
18, but having a babysitter rather 
than a sub who cares, doesn’t 
make things any easier.

Substandard:
New Guest Teacher Program Isn’t Making the Grade
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Ms. Jones

Goes to 

Africa

   “The trip was once in a lifetime and I had experiences 
that were happy and sad” said Jenny Jones after 
her recent trip to Africa. Jones’ trip had 
four stops; Botswana, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe and South 
Africa. The 
ten-day trip 
really inspired 
Jones to try to 
make a difference 
and improvement in 
the lives of African 
orphans. 
   Ms. Jones and her 
fiancée , Mike Riley, won 
the trip through a Chrysler 
Dealership Contest. 
   ”I have always wanted to 
go to Africa, but I never had 
the opportunity” said Jones. 
They left October 20 and 
returned on October 30.
   “We went on safaris in every 
country we visited, and each one 
was different” said Jones, “The 
wildlife there is amazing.” In each 
country, the laws about safaris are 
different but they are all very strict.
   “You always have to be in a Jeep or in a 
boat, and you can’t touch the wildlife,” said 
Jones.
   On one of the safaris while visiting the Chobe National Park 
in Botswana, Jones and Riley got up close and personal with the 
some of the 46,000 wild African elephants currently residing in the 
national park. 
  “I got to actually ride one of the elephants in Chobe!” Jones said. 

  “About 80% of Botswana is dedicated to the 
Chobe National Park,” explained Jones.  
  Not only did Jones and Riley take safaris. They 
even got to kayak down the Zambezi river.
. “I actually got to swim in Victoria Falls” 
Jones said, “It’s one of the Seven Wonders 
of the World! The water was so low that we 
actually got to jump into a pool next to the 
edge of the falls!” Jones tour took her to 
Zimbabwe for a day, and took another 
Safari.
  “When I saw the falls from 
Zimbabwe the next day, I 
thought to myself, ‘What were 
you thinking?!’” said Jones. 
  While passing through 
Zambia, Jones 
tourguide took her to 
the Ebenezer Child 
Trust School. 
This orphanage 
and school 
are run by 

an Indian 
woman, who lives 

with her husband in Africa. 
  “The orphanage currently houses 

260 children, and there are 180 more on the 
waiting list” said Jones. “It started off as just a school, 
and it just snowballed from there.”
  The orphanage is provatley funded and runs of donations from all 
over the world, but has a major benefactor in Sweden.
  “When we first went to orphanage on a bus that was packed with all 
our luggage for the airport” said Jones.
  “Each child in the orphanage gets one full meal a day” said Jones, 
“usually a vitamin supplement pack mixed with oatmeal.”

  “A woman at the school was saying 
that they needed clothes 

and that we would 
understand 
once we saw 

the children” 
explained Jones, 

“so we left all the 
clothes we could.”

“We loaded up all 
our clothes into a big 

bag for the children, 
and even though they 

were dirty, the woman 
at the orphanage said 

it didn’t matter and that 
when we saw the children, 

that we would understand” 
explained Jones, “As soon 

as we saw the children, we 
definitely understood.”

   “I just wanted to take them all 
with me” said Jones of leaving 

the orphanage. 

Lizzie Curcuru
Staff Writer

A woman at the school 
was saying that 
they needed clothes 
and that we would 
understand once we 
saw the children...so we 
left all the clothes 

we could.

“
”Jenny Jones

All photos courtesy of Jenny Jones
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Ebenezer Orphanage, Livingstone, Zambia
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What Was At Issue

• No more free drinks with the 
presentation of a student ID*

• After December, elimination 
of double point Tuesdays

• Price increase of forty cents 
on crowd favorite Queso Bur-
rito 

• Increase in amount of tallied 
meals before a free one

*restored after boycott

Student Says Qdoba Screwed Up, 
But is Thankful For Their Change

Qdoba Crisis Averted: Credit The Boycott For Restored Rights

The thumping of feet as they run 
down the hall echoes through the 
walls of Seaholm, can mean only 
one thing. Louder and louder they 
get, as they approach the door. 
The white door is pushed open 
as a gust of wind swirls in the 
threshold. A voice in the crowd 
yells “ ‘Doba time!” as dozens of 
students pack into their cars, off 
to their favorite lunch spot.
 This was a happier time. 
These days, lunch is no more than 
a 40-minute break between class-
es, filled with bagged lunches and 
sub-par fast food.
 Why all the animos-
ity towards a once favorite lunch 
spot? Recently, Qdoba Mexican 
Grill announced some change in 
their system. To start with, prices 
were raised.
 According to the fran-
chise manager, Lauren, the 40-
cent price raise on the extremely 
popular Queso Burrito was out of 
their hands.
 “It was actually a corpo-
rate decision, and we’re only at 
the franchise level, so we had no 
control of it,” said Lauren.
 While Seaholm’s most 
loyal customers tolerated this de-
cision, they were greatly angered 
by Qdoba’s next move: the reduc-
tion in the point system.
 Before, registered Qdoba 
customers earned 100 points for 
every burrito purchased. Every 10 
burritos, or 1000 points, earned a 
free burrito. Tuesday was “Dou-
ble Point Tuesday,” where burri-
tos were 200 points.
 Qdoba changed this 
policy. Now, burritos are only 84 
points when purchased. It takes 12 
burritos to earn a free one. In ad-

dition, “Double Point Tuesdays” 
were taken away.
 However, students were 
still too addicted to Qdoba’s Que-
so burrito to give it up, and con-
tinued their loyal dedication to 
Qdoba as a lunch destination.
 The final straw came 
with the removal of free drinks. 
In the old system, a student ID 
would earn a free drink. Now stu-
dents are forced to pay for them.
 “Whatever rules they’ve 
changed at corporate we have to 
implement or we can’t be a part 
of the Qdoba chain,” said Lauren, 
“Both the point changes and the 
free drink were corporate deci-
sions.”
 Qdoba made too many 
changes, and loyal Seaholm cus-
tomers were force to take a stand, 
and boycott.
 Manager Lauren is 
aware that Seaholm students are 
dedicated customers, and bring in 
profit every day.
 “We’ve looked into [the 
boycott] and have brought it up at 
some of our operations meetings. 
We’re trying to find a solution to 
do what’s best for both parties,” 
said Lauren.
 Last week, action was 
taken. Qdoba reinstated the free 
drink policy. Students can once 
again show IDs in order to get a 
free drink.
 While it’s not the same 
as the old Qdoba, it is a step in 
the right direction. The students’ 
actions really played a great role 
in making the change.
 According to an inside 
source, the boycott will most like-
ly disband, and students will once 
again sprint to their cars, eager to 
return the favorite lunch spot.  
 

Once the popular spot for lunch, Qdoba’s changes in police resulted in a Seaholm boycott.  Today, this counter 
stands bare as students find other places for lunch.                                                            Photos by Mia Morandi          

Jordan Kristopik
Co Editor-in-Chief

Qdoba’s Huge Blunder 
Leads To Immediate Action

Ben Kuslits
Guest Commentary

With the successful 
boycott of Qdoba Mexican Grill, 
Seaholm High School has secured 
its spot alongside the United 
States’ boycott of The Soviet 
Union’s 1980 Moscow Olympics 
and the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott in the history books. As 
Rosa Parks was to Civil Rights, 
Seaholm upperclassmen are to the 
“Free Student Drink” movement. 

Beginning Monday, 
November 19th, 2007, many 
students’ favorite lunchtime 
eatery, Qdoba, will be reinstating 
their complimentary beverage 
policy that was ruthlessly 
eliminated merely weeks ago. 
I would like to congratulate all 
those who faithfully participated 
in the boycott—tightening the 
economic noose around the 
profiteering establishment’s neck 
showed “The Q” who’s really in 
charge. All those who remained 
dedicated to the Qdoba campaign 
deserve a gold star for their 
commendable efforts.

And while I’m in a 
gracious mood, I might as well 
hand out a thank you to Qdoba 
as well. Without their receptive 
attitude and a willingness to listen 
to Seaholm’s complaints, that 20 
ounce cup on the house would’ve 
never again found its way into 
thirsty students’ hands. To be 
honest, I’m a bit shocked that the 
restaurant reacted so quickly. I 
had a scathing rant prepared and 
ready to go, and I was actually 
getting excited at the prospect 
of taking my anger to the next 
level. Picketing in front of the 
Birmingham location was next on 
my to-do list, and I was beginning 
to like not firing down the 1200-
calorie-bomb Queso Burrito 
several times a week. However, 
the speed with which Qdoba 
responded should definitely be 
regarded as a positive result; 
regaining the free drink I came to 
believe all students were entitled 
to is undoubtedly a good thing.

However, I still have 
quite a bit of venom left in me. 
If Qdoba thinks that the sudden 
reinstatement of the beloved 
drink policy will undo all the 
wrongs committed in the past 
few months, then they are sadly 

mistaken. Shame on you Qdoba. 
First of all, it shouldn’t have 
come down to this. Had we, the 
students of Seaholm, not already 
proved our unremitting loyalty to 
the restaurant? Toying with the 
drinks—which by the way, came 
on top of retooling the revered 
points system to less favorable 
results as well as raising prices 
40 cents—is quite frankly bush-
league. Ignore the fact that Qdoba 
brought back the student drink 
only three weeks after it was 
cancelled. The sheer audacity that 
the beverage stunt required and 
the blatant breech of customer 
trust that occurred has forever 
tainted my once rosy view of 
Qdoba.

When I was first told that 
I could not have my free drink by 
the cashier, I felt like channeling 
my inner Chuck Norris and 
unleashing a roundhouse kick to 
the pyramid of cups precariously 
perched next to the register. I felt 
as though I’d been punched in the 
stomach, and that Qdoba deserved 
a spot amongst some of history’s 
most infamous traitors: Judas 
Iscariot, Brutus and Cassius, and 
Benedict Arnold. Quite frankly, 
I still don’t feel that different at 
this point. For those of you who 
are immediately going to line up 
once again to dine in Qdoba’s 
hallowed halls: that’s fine. The 
boycott was victorious, and we 
should all rejoice and organize 
a parade through the streets of 
Birmingham. However, as for 
me, I’m not sure that I’m ready 
to make such a leap yet. I’m still 
paranoid that as soon as I get up to 
the register, the free beverage still 
will not be given to me. Qdoba’s 
atrocity has left a bad taste in my 
mouth, and I’m just not prepared 
to throw my money at the Mexican 
Grill.

If Qdoba even thinks 
about instigating another policy 
overhaul, don’t expect me to put 
up with it. Seaholm has every 
right to enjoy the delicious food 
once more, but we shouldn’t 
let the eatery push us around 
anymore. One more change, and 
I’ll walk out Qdoba’s door, never 
to return again.
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Alexa Ebling 
Staff Writer
 
  For all of those hardworking 
individuals who have spent the 
trendy season of Fall 2007 with 
their heads trapped in the pages of 
physics books, their hands cramp-
ing up due to the excessive typ-
ing of college essays, and having 
to withstand the feeling that their 
brain is going to explode from pre 
calculus problems, they’re not to 
worry.  Fortunately, the Fall 2007 
fashion frenzy is bleeding right 
into the upcoming season of win-
ter 2008, and for all those young 
girls ready to make their mark in 
the fashion world, they’re just in 
time for all of the hype. 
   “This winter I think that the 
latest fashion trend will be tights 
ranging from black and plain to 
plaid and trendy,” said Molly 
Johnson, senior.
   Though Johnson is 100% correct 
in her assumption, there are also 
many other fashion trends sweep-
ing the winter fashion scene.
   So, what’s the first big secret 
hiding under the winter 2008 fash-
ion headline? Knit Mania. Heavy 
gauges and extreme stitches have 
established themselves as the up-
coming season’s new decoration. 
Play around with the heavy knits, 
wool sweaters and thick yarns. 
And keep in mind that the bag-
gier, the better. No longer should 
anyone feel ashamed buying any 
size other than an extra small.  
   Another furtive tid-bit for win-

ter 08’ are coats, a simple fash-
ion must. Whether it’s cozy faux 
fur, a muted tweed ensemble or a 
simple pea coat, no closet should 
be left without one. This winter, 
don’t consider your coat as only 
a necessity of warmth; acknowl-
edge it as the high profile accom-
panist to the perfect outfit, and 
as another cute fashionable layer 
over the perfect get up. 
   The top style that seems to be 
rolling in throughout the chilly 
months is masculinity. Move over 
vintage; no longer should us girls 
worry about striving to buy things 
that match what our grandmothers 
wore oh so many years ago, but 
instead we should focus on what 
are rocker boyfriends are cur-
rently sporting.  Whether it may 
be the feminine flare on cute ox-
ford shoes, the leather jackets or 
the chunky silver buckles; every 
girl’s wardrobe should require at 
least one item inspired by the op-
posite sex. For once the women of 
the world can now view the male 
gender as maintaining some im-
portance in this universe, thanks 
boys. 
   And what about a splash of color 
to warm the winter blues? Keep 
an eye out for the bold brights - 
orange, coral, pink, red, emerald 
green, rose amethyst and purple. 
Also be aware of cute little black 
numbers, along with lots of neu-
tral and earthy toned colors such 
as grays, browns and creams. 
Blue is becoming very popular 
in a vast amount of shades as 
well. But, perhaps the most fun 
and exciting color trend this sea-
son is the metallic craze. Just as 
illustrated in this past fall 2007 
season, winter 2008 will bring a 
definite rage for the shiny golds, 
silvers and coppers. Also, never 

Lost in the Cold?
Our resident fashion expert 
tells you everything you 
need to know about the 
season’s upcoming trends

forget the infamous leopard print 
that is still going strong for the 
second consecutive year. 
   To cap off any outfit, the final 
secret into breaking into the fash-
ion world this year is in the shoes 
and accessories department. 
   “I love boots and hope that they 
stay in style for a while,” said Ki-
erra Ellis, senior. 
   Fortunately for Ellis, when it 
comes to shoes, it’s all about the 
cute little ankle boots this season. 
Look for catchy colors, and inter-
esting fabrics, and of course a big 
enough heel to turn heads. The 
perfect accessory, on the other 
hand, should be one that compli-
ments the unique style in each and 
every one of us. But of course, 
there are some suggested outfit 
accompanists currently on the 
market including belts, scarves, 
gloves, chunky jewelry and tights. 
Be on the watch for funky and fun 
hats too. 
   No matter what the latest and 
greatest winter 2008 fashion 
trends may be, it all comes down 
to personal preference. 
   “Fashion is your own personal 
expression,” said Grace Schmidt, 
senior. 
   Schmidt is exactly right. Fash-
ion is constantly being altered 
with every changing season. It 
lies within each individual to truly 
come up with his/her own perfect 
style. 
   “There are so many different 
fashion trends,” said Calley Mc-
Millan, sophomore. “But I buy 
what I like and what I feel looks 
good. Yeah I keep up with style, 
but I always try to add my own 
twist.”
 

Jessica Malen
Staff Writer
   
   On Tuesday November 6th An-
gels & Airwaves finally released 
their second album in 
two years and fans were 
waiting anxiously to get 
a taste of their unique 
sound. The album is 
titled ‘I-Empire’ which 
was produced under Gef-
fen Records, which may 
leave some fans disap-
pointed, due to the more 
pop-like feel that it gives 
off.  (Their 2006 ‘We 
Don’t Need to Whisper’ 
seems much more sub-
dued and original com-
pared to the new album.)
   The album opens with an 
upbeat, cheery feel such 
as the song ‘Everything’s 
Magic’ which topped the 
music charts in California in late 
summer, and for which a music 
video has already been made. 
However, as the album progress-
es, the songs become more relat-
able and the beat and pace slow 
down a bit. 
   The lyrics throughout ‘I-Em-
pire’ convey a variety of emotion, 
but they are mostly about love, 
loss, and adjusting to the world 
around us. 
   The intro to each song blends 
with the song following it, so that 
the album tells more of a story 
when you are listening to it. Each 

song builds off of the next one, 
which gives off a dream-like feel 
after listening to it. While this is 
great to think about, the reality 
is that this album holds is not as 
wonderful as it seems. 
   There are 2 songs on the album 
which look as though they would 
be full length songs, but deceiv-
ingly turn out to be 45 second 
length musical compositions of 
…nothing really. 
   Also, the lyrics to the song that 
Angels & Airwaves put on the al-

bum in light of the holiday season, 
(track 7, “Star of Bethlehem”) are 
not even in the lyric booklet that 
comes with the CD. 
   As well as the 12 songs that 
are listed to be on the back of the 
album are two bonus tracks and 
both of which are acoustic. One 
of the songs is the acoustic ver-
sion of ‘The Adventure’ which 
was the most popular song by 
them and reached the tops of the 
charts in 2006. What is remark-
able though, is how different Tom 
Delonge’s (who is the former lead 
singer of Blink-182 and now the 

current lead singer for Angels & 
Airwaves) voice sounds com-
pared to the candy coated elec-
tronic version.
   Also, the fact that Angels and 
Airwaves claims to belong to “al-
ternative/ rock” could be fiercely 
argued with musicians who take 
their genres seriously. With their 
song “Everything’s Magic”, this 
ridicules songs from their past al-
bum ‘We Don’t Need to Whisper’ 
by being riddled with clapping, 
“la-la-la-ing”, and ride cymbals 

clanging jauntily right 
and left.
   And not that music 
should be filled with 
depressive, emo-tastic 
sounds and lyrics, just 
that musicians should 
hold true to what they 
claim to be. If the musi-
cians behind the music 
can’t even hold onto 
that, then what do their 
fans have to hold onto? 
   Overall the album was 
not as   impressive as 
the first, but it still was a 
pretty good follow up.
Hopefully the songs 
will not scream “con-

formity” as much in the 
future, and continue to contribute 
to the rebellions of the alternative 
genre.

***/***** (3 Stars out of 5)

‘We Don’t Need to Whisper’...Anymore
Angels and Airways 
fans are let down by 
the new ‘pop’ hits on 
once-alternative artists’ 
newest album

T h e  A n g e l s  &  A i r w a v e s  l o g o

Leopard print is a fashionable look this winter, stringing from last year’s leopard reinvention.
Photo by Amelia Carpenter

Junior Stephanie Harrison sports new winter fashion trends on a shopping spree after school. 
Bright colored hats and pea-coats are must-haves this winter.
Photo by Amelia Carpenter

Junior 
Stephanie 
Harrison 
models 
a bright 
orange 
pea-coat 
during her 
shopping 
spree.
Photo by 
Amelia 
Carpenter

Be Heard!
If we’re missing the sto-
ry, or you want to share 
your viewpoint, tell us:

highlandernewstips@
yahoo.com

Album Review



Caelan Keenan
Staff Writer   

According to Nat King Cole, 
“everybody knows a turkey and 
some mistletoe/help to make 
the season bright.” Bringing out 
winter jackets, making plans for 
Thanksgiving, and the season’s 
first snowfall can strike a chord 
with those who want to give 
back over the holidays. Even 
the Ebenezer Scrooges around 
Seaholm can’t escape the holi-
day spirit. For readers itching 
for a way to get involved with 
local charities, below is a list 
of easy access events in need 
of help. Most are geared espe-
cially for teen volunteers, mak-
ing ways to be of service in the 
metropolitan area simple and 
fun. So go ahead: check out a 
website, make a phone call, 
fill out a form, (and get jolly!). 
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“It was good. After seeing Zinkel, I see hope for humanity” Tim Cibor, 
Music Teacher

Fall Down Funny

Playing to rave reviews, Seaholm’s Fall Play-- “The Foreigner” 
sent crowd after crowd home happy after many, many laughs.

Make this season bright for ev-
eryone.

Turkey Trot: 
http://www.theparade.org/tur-
keytrot/ 
What: The 25th Annual Detroit 
race that takes place before the 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
All proceeds fund The Parade 
Company and the annual Detroit 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.
When: Races start at 8 am for the 
10K and 5K at Cobo Hall on No-
vember 22, 2007.

Gift Distribution “Elf” 
Lighthouse of Oakland County: 
h t t p : / / w w w. l i g h t h o u s e o -
a k l a n d . o rg /o p p o r tu n i t i e s .
php#volunteers 
Contact: 248-920-6000 Liz 
McLachlan 
What: Donors drop off packag-
es. Families stop by to pick up 

their donated packages to take 
home. Volunteers would need to 
help carry the boxes to and from 
cars and help with overseeing 
the process. 
“We need willing, smiling peo-
ple to carry gifts in from donors’ 
cars, help us rearrange the boxes 
of gifts in the church gym and 
carry packages out for clients,” 
said Kris Nord, Lighthouse 
Emergency Service Holiday 
Program Coordinator.
When: December 8, 2007 thru 
December 15, 2007. Shifts are 
from 8:30am – 12:30 pm or 
12:00 to 4:00 pm.

Winter Drives
Lighthouse of Oakland County: 
h t t p : / / w w w. l i g h t h o u s e o -
a k l a n d . o rg /o p p o r tu n i t i e s .
php#volunteers 
Contact: 248-920-6000 Liz 
McLachlan 
What: Be creative, you can de-
sign your own drive and drop off 
your collections at the Lighthouse 

center. Top 10 needed items in-
clude bed blankets, winter coats, 
bed linens & pillows, toiletries, 
clothes, winter boots, large print 
books, diapers, toys. 
“On the website you can also 
find more information about the 
whole program. We really appre-
ciate your school’s support!” said 
Nord. 
When: Now thru December 6, 
2007

Capuchin Soup Kitchen:
Location:
4390 Conner Ave
Detroit, Michigan 48215
Contact: 313-822-8606 ext. 10
Volunteer@cskdetroit.org 
What: Opportunities include: 
Christmas Toy Program, Serving 
meals and assisting in the kitch-
ens, Sorting & Sizing clothing, 
Tutoring, teaching, and mentor-
ing children & teens.
More: To get involved: Visit the 
website & fill out a volunteer 
form at: http://www.cskdetroit.
org/volunteer_form.cfm  

   Family, friends, fun and food. 
These are the four f’s that make 
Thanksgiving one of the most 
anticipated and beloved American 
holidays. 
   Although Seaholm students 
are entirely aware that finals 
will begin almost immediatlely 
following the end of Thanksgiving 
break, many still anxiously await 
the dismissal bell that will ring at 
2:40 pm on the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving. 
   Some Seaholm students have 
Thanksgiving traditions that they 
look forward to each year.
   This Thanksgiving Junior Leedor 

Lieberman will be participating in 
the Turkey Trot with her dad on 
Thanksgiving morning. 
   “It is going to be fun. I’m really 
excited,” said Lieberman.
   This will be Lieberman’s second 
year participating in this 10k run 
that is hosted by the Thanksgiving 
Parade company. Lieberman, 
as well as her friends Jackie 
Wojewoda and Paige Brelmaier 
will be running in the Turkey Trot 
with their fathers.
   “I’m really excited because I 
want to beat my time from last 
year,” said Lieberman.
   After coming home from the 
Turkey Trot, Lieberman will be 
able to sit back, relax and eat lots 
of good Thanksgiving food.
   “My grandma’s little miniature 

pumpkin pies are really good,” 
said Lieberman with a look of 
content on her face.
   Lieberman predicts that the 
Turkey Trot will become a lasting 
tradition for her friends and family 
to participate in.
   “This will definitely be a 
tradition for the years to come,” 
said Lieberman.
   Similar to Lieberman, Sophomore 
Katie Frazier is looking forward 
to partaking in one of her family’s 
greatest Thanksgiving traditions. 
   For the past sixteen years, 
Frazier’s entire family meets in 
Virginia for their annual family 
reunion.
   “We have a big family get 
together each year during 
Thanksgiving,” said Frazier.

   Frazier is extremely eager for 
the chance to be able to take part 
in many fun activities on her 
grandpa’s farm.
   “Throughout the day we ride four 
wheelers, go hiking and then we 
all have dinner at my grandfather’s 
house,” said Frazier.
   Frazier is anticipating all of the 
delicious food that will be served 
at Thanksgiving dinner.
   “I’m looking forward to the 
pumkin pie and the other good 
desserts,” said Frazier.
   Compared to the Seaholm 
students who are very well 
acquainted with this holiday, 
Seniors Claudia Boatang and 
Alina Schulze, Seaholm’s 
exchange students from Ghana 
and Germany, will be celebrating 

Thanks giving for the first time 
this year. 
   From what they have heard so 
far, Boatang and Schulze are very 
excited about the Thanksgiving 
break and are waiting to partake 
in all of the fun that they have 
been told about.
   “I’ve heard that aunties and uncles 
come together and the families eat 
turkey,” said Boatang.
   Schulze’s brother, who was 
a former exchange student, 
informed her of the excitement 

that is felt by all during the 
Thanksgiving break. Schulze and 
her host family have already made 
plans for the holiday that is right 
around the corner.
   “We will eat a huge turkey and 
the family will come over, and 
we will eat leftovers over the 
weekend,” said Schulze.
   So Seaholm, enjoy the four f’s 
of Thanksgiving. Have fun with 
your friends and family while 
eating good Thanksgiving food. 
See you when you get back.

Gobble Gobble: Unsual Thanksgiving Traditions
Lia Jamerson
Lifestyles Editor

How You Can Make Others Thankful
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Holiday

  Presents

          What Are You Thankful For?

The Hottest Gifts 
During This Cold Glass hand painted rings for 

$14.00 and a black natural 
glass necklace set for $36.00 
found at Oliver’s Trendz.

Pink Polaroid 6.0MP Digital Camera
for $129.99 found at Target

Frenchi Boiled Wool 
Hooded Coat for 
$88.00 at BP

Lulu Stripe Scarf for 
$18.00 at BP

Guitar Hero 3 for PlayStation2 for 

only $79.99 at Target.

Gilmore Girls 
Season 7 
for $38.99 
and Oceans 
13 DVD for 
$16.99 only 
atTarget.

“My family and for 
pumpkin pie”
-Leedor Lieberman

“My family, friends 
and my home”
-Olivia Neuhard

“For the health of 
my family and my 
host family”

“Food and
 television”
-Gray Gwidz

“I’m thakful for my 
mom”
-Anya Cekauskas

“For friends, 
Seaholm, bottled wa-
ter, Mr. Wilhelm, this 
graphing calcula-

“My Family, Friends 
and my hot bod”
-Paul Collins

“Great friends, family and 
being given the opportunity 
to succeed”
-Megan Bertrand

“My great 
education”
-Ben Lewis

“My family...I’m 
thankful for 
everything”
-Katie Frazier

-Alina Schulze

tor...everything”

Alicia Keys CD $16.99 and Taylor 
Swift CD $13.99 at Target.

Chris Brown CD  “Exclusive” $14.99 and 
The Killers CD  “Sawdust” $16.99 at Borders

Winter Season!



SPORTS
T H E  H I G H L A N D E R

	 		s	the	winter	sports	season	is	about	to	kick	off,	there	are	several		
	 		storylines	that	deserve	attention.	The	new	wave	of	coaches
	 		joining	the	programs	is	perhaps	the	most	interesting	of	them	
all.		New	coaches	will	be	taking	over	the	Varsity	Hockey,	Boys	Bas-
ketball,	and	Ski	teams,	and	new	staff	will	also	join	the	Wrestling	pro-
gram	here	at	Seaholm.		This	issue	will	focus	on	the	upcoming	winter	
season,	and	gives	in	depth	reports	on	every	upcoming	varsity	sport.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH, 2007

SENIOR TAYLOR RYAN | BASKETBALL

WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW ‘07

SENIOR MIKE MORRIS | BASKETBALL SENIOR TRAVIS SCOGGIN | HOCKEY

Boys
Basketball

With a new coach and a need for 
leadership, the Boys Baksetball 
team looks to succeed against 
a very challenging schedule this 
season.

For more, see page 10.

BU
Hockey

A completely new coaching staff 
looks to lead BU back to the OAA 
crown, and senior players look 
to advance in the playoffs.  Also, 
a game preview for the Thanks-
giving Classic: BU faces off 
against Brother Rice November 
21st at 8:15 PM.

For more, see page 10.

Girls
Basketball

The girls basketball team will 
struggle to find veteran leader-
ship this season, but youth and 
inexperience may not equate to 
losses.

For more, see page 11.

Boys
Wrestling

After losing a coach to the job 
at Farmington Harrison, the 
wrestling team looks forward to 
another successful season under 
the leadership of Captain David 
Caldwell.

For more, see page 11.

Skiing
The Seaholm skiiers look for-
ward to another good year on 
the slopes under the direction of 
new coach, New Zealand Olym-
pic Team head coach Scott Mey-
ers.

For more, see page 11.

Figure
Skating

Senior Captain Mackenize Col-
lins looks forward to a promising 
year on the ice.  The team looks 
to improve upon last year’s suc-
cess.

For more, see page 11.

Boys Swimming
With lightning fast Seniors Morgan Priestley, Ted Howard, and Paul Collins, the Seaholm swimmers look for-
ward to a potentially record-breaking season.

For more, see page 11.

Page design by Hunter Stenback and Brian Palmeri



2007-2008 SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent Time
11/18 Clarkston 7:00pm
11/21 Brother Rice 8:15pm
11/29 Lake Orion 7:00pm
12/06 Farmington 7:00pm
12/08 Stoney Creek 7:00pm
12/15 North Farmington 8:00pm
01/10 Farmington 7:00pm
01/12 Lake Orion 7:00pm
01/17 Clarkston 7:00pm
01/19 Stoney Creek 9:00pm
01/26 Waterford Mott 3:20pm
01/30 St. Clair Shores 7:30pm
02/06 North Farmington 6:30pm
02/13 Kettering 7:20pm
02/16 Waterford Mott 8:00pm
02/18 Hartland 7:00pm
02/23 Kettering 7:00pm

*Games in italics are at home

Monday, November 19th, 2007

the losses from last season,” Garavaglia said.  “Ev-
ery game is big for us this year because we lost so 
many close games.  If we had gotten a break here or 
there, we could have squeaked out a much stronger 
season.”

The Maples will get their shot early on, opening the 
season at home against conference foe Farmington. 
After a quick start to the conference slate, Seaholm 
floundered to a 4-8 record in the league. 

Meredith knows how important it is to get off to a 
fast start.

“If we can build momentum early on, all the bet-
ter,” he said. “We’ve got Farmington right off the 
bat, then we’ve the Rice game right after that. A few 
wins early on could mean all the difference between 
10 wins and 15, 16 wins.”

Morris also stressed the importance of early success 
for the fortune of the Maples.

“Three of our first six games are all big rivalry  
      games, so yeah, a big start is really important,”  
 he said. “We want to win every game.  
    That’s our mind-set. Just try and go 1-0  
       every time out there.” 

 The team also expects a great home court  
         advantage from the Seaholm faithful. Morris  
       and Garavaglia both said above all else, the  
             backing of the fans is the most important. 
 
 Hopefully Andrades can channel his suc- 
        cess at the JV level, where he won 24 games                   
       in two years, to the varsity level. If nothing  
 else, he’ll have the parts to do it with.  
 
  Hunter Stenback contributed to  
  this article
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BOY’S BASKETBALL PREVIEW

Andrades hopes to Spark Change with 
New Attitude, Direction as Head Coach

Michael Garavaglia posts up against Troy 
last year. The senior captain will be count-
ed on as an important post presence this 
year                      Photo Courtesy of Mike Garavaglia

Andrew Green
Sports Writer

The Boys’ Basketball team is looking for a strong 
year under new leadership. 

Coach Jose Andreades was brought in following the 
team’s 5-16 season in 2006-2007 in which the team 
was deemed as underachieving.

“This year the team has a new attitude,” senior Mike 
Morris said.  “We are excited for the opportunity of 
playing under someone different and that view is 
giving the team a boost in confidence.” 

Along with losing their coach, the team lost six se-
niors, who will be hard to replace.

“We are going to miss the seniors,” senior captain 
Mike “Vlade” Garavaglia said.  “Tommy Simon and 
Craig Ritsema’s skills will be missed, but even more 
so will their leadership.  They were two key compo-
nents to the chemistry of the team.”

Indeed, they will be missed.  Between Simon and 
Ritsema alone, the team lost 21.1 points, 3.4 assists, 
4.9 rebounds, and 1.8 steals per game.  Throw in the 
other four seniors and the team lost 79% of their of-
fense from last season.

With all of these losses, the question becomes, how 
do you replace that much of the team?

“[Brian] Palmeri, Vlade, and I have been working 
hard to get into shape for the season now that there 
are so many open spots,” Morris said.  “One of the 
main things that we did was work with Mr. Bob Car-
leton on my conditioning.”

This trio hopes to improve their statistics off of 
last season, when Garavaglia led the team with 45 
blocks and all three of them shot over 50% from the 
free throw line.

However, of the three of them, only Garavaglia saw 
extended minutes for more than half of the year, so 
with increased minutes comes more pressure to per-
form.

Despite the losses, the team should get some help 
from a handful of regulars from last season’s 18-2 
JV team, whose chemistry Andrades hopes to dupli-
cate on the varsity level this year.

On top of that, returning junior Dan Meredith and 
sophomores Richaud Pack and Jack Quigley should 
improve after solid individual seasons of varsity last 
year.

With all these parts, Andrades will try and improve 
on last year’s disappointment by getting everyone 
on the same page, which the players agree needs to 
happen.

“I feel that we have to work together to be success-
ful as a team,” Meredith said. “Sticking with each 
other is going to be key to how well we do.”

The junior, who averaged 5.7 points and 4.0 re-
bounds a game as a sophomore thinks the team 
should be responsive to the Andrades gameplan.

“Definitely, I think the players will be responsive to 
the new coaching style,” he said. “If we do, we’ll 
be more successful on the floor. It’s all about how 
quickly we want to start working as one unit.”

If there’s one thing that the team wants to make sure 
it does, it’s get even for the negatives of last sea-
son.

“I want to help the team get revenge for some of 

2007-2008 SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent Time
12/04 Farmington 7:00pm
12/07 Ferndale 7:00pm
12/10 Brother Rice 7:00pm
12/13 Hazel Park 7:00pm
12/18 Troy 7:00pm
12/21 Groves^ 7:00pm
01/04 Lahser 7:00pm
01/08 Royal Oak 7:00pm
01/11 Waterford Mott 7:00pm
01/15 Stoney Creek 7:00pm
01/17 Andover 7:00pm
01/22 Farmington 7:00pm
01/25 Ferndale 7:00pm
01/28 Cranbrook 7:00pm
01/31 Hazel Park 7:00pm
02/08 Groves 7:00pm
02/11 Carman-Ainsworth 7:00pm
02/14 Lahser 7:00pm
02/19 Royal Oak 7:00pm
02/21 Andover 7:00pm

*Games in italics are at home
^At Oakland University

BU HOCKEY: 

IN THE CREASE
Hockey Team Looks Forward to
Success Under New Head Coach
Hunter Stenback
Sports Writer

New coach. New team. New expectations.
 The Birmingham Unified hockey team 
looks to build upon last year’s disappointing early 
playoff exit and usher in a new era under the reign 
of first year head coach John Weidenbach.
 After skating to a 15-7-4 overall record and 
a piece of the OAA Division I crown last season, BU 
was eliminated from playoff contention in the sec-
ond round with a disappointing 7-0 loss to Catholic 
Central.  This year, Seaholm forward Senior Travis 
Scoggin hopes that the season won’t end in such dis-
appointment.
 “Last year was a good year, but it didn’t 
end the way anyone wants a season to end,” said 
Scoggin of last season’s early playoff exit.  “Hope-
fully with a new direction from the coaching staff 
and with the return of a core group of guys, we will 
be able to finish this year strong and move deep into 
the playoffs.”

 GAME INFO
 
 BU vs. Brother Rice 
 Wednesday, Nov 21st 
 Birmingham Ice Arena
 8:15 PM

 Birmingham Unified

 Last Season: 15-7-4
 Returning Leaders:
 -Kyle Papke
  (All State Honorary)
 -Travis Scoggin
 -Mitch Kessel

 Brother Rice

 Last Season: 16-6-4
 Returning Leaders:
 -Brandon Contratto
  (All State)
 -Nick Tinetti
  (All State)
 -Brett Kroll
  (All State)

Senior forward Travis Scoggin is a 
leading candidate for captain this year. 
                                     Photo Courtesy of Travis Scoggin

THE MAPLES WILL LOOK TO SENIOR MIKE MORRIS, WHO 
AVERAGED 1.8 PPG LAST SEASON, FOR MORE SCORING AND 
DEFENSE                                     Photo Courtesy of Mike Morris

Open Ice: Seaholm Figure Skaters Look Forward to Successful Season

 BU does enter this season with a strong re-
turning class, including last season’s leading scorer 
in Senior Kyle Papke (Groves).  Also returning to 
the BU lineup this season are Seaholm stars Mitch 
Kessel (junior), whose punishing forchecking helps 
to ensure control of the game and Scoggin (senior), 
whose relentless work ethic allows for timely goal 
scoring.  These two playmakers, coupled with 
Papke’s scoring ability, will allow for a solid offense 
as the season moves forward.
 Behind the bench, Coach Weidenbach joins 
the team after guiding the Cranbrook Kingswood 
JV program to a 78-18-4 record during his five year 
tenure.  In his collegiate career, Weidenbach played 
goalie for Michigan State. He follows in his father 
Andy’s footsteps, who has led Cranbrook to an im-
pressive five state championships under his leader-
ship.
 “Everything is falling into place, and I 
would look for this team to make some noise come 
playoff time,” said Scoggin.  “We have all the tools 
to be a special team, and as a senior it would be a 
great way to go out.”

BU to Host Rice 
in Thanksgiving 
Classic Exhibition
Hunter Stenback
Sports Writer

 The night before Thanksgiving has already 
been marked off on the calendars of Birmingham 
hockey fans as one of the biggest games of the sea-
son.  At 8:15 that night, Wednesday November 21st, 
BU will host cross-town rival Brother Rice, as has 
been a customary over Thanksgiving break for the 
past six seasons.  Last year, the teams skated to a 
1-1 tie, after playing a long game and a scoreless 
overtime period.
 This season, BU Senior leading scorers 
Kyle Papke (Groves) and Travis Scoggin (Seaholm) 
lead the team into the Rice game with even more to 
prove.
 “For seniors, it all comes down to this be-
cause we tied last year,” said Scoggin.  “This game 
defines our career against Brother Rice, and it’s real-
ly important that we start the year with a big win.”
 Seaholm Senior forward Scott Miller reit-
erated the importance of the rivalry game.  “It’s a 
huge rivalry and it doesn’t matter who is better on 
paper.  It’s all about who has more heart and who 
wants it more.”
 Since the pre-season Thanksgiving battle 
was introduced six years ago, BU leads the series 
with a 3-2-1 record, and looks to continue the trend 
on the 21st.
 “It’s always a good game when we play 
Rice,” said Scoggin.  “The adrenaline rush is like no 
other, and winning will be even sweeter.”
 It will certainly be a good test for first year 
coach John Weidenbach’s squad, and for fans it is 
sure to be a packed Birmingham Ice Arena.
 “Get there early,” warns Miller.  “It’s defi-
nitely going to be packed.”

Adam Small
Sports Writer

Lindsay Willen, Kyra Hauck, Kat Irvine, Kim Hen-
derson and Mackenzie Collins approach the 2007 
-2008 skating season with high hopes. Last season 

the Birmingham Unified Figure Skating team per-
formed well but was disappointed with their overall 
results. They finished first in their district’s individ-
ual performances, but placed 4th overall as a team in 
their district, knocking them out of the playoffs. 
 “I think we will perform, and finish much 

 “I feel we have a good shot at placing in 
the state tournament.”
 The season does not begin until mid-De-
cember, but conditioning has begun both mentally 
and physically.

better this season. We have some great freshman 
coming in,” said Senior co-captain, Mackenzie Col-
lins.
 As a whole the team is optimistic. Players 
that are not captains are eager to get things started as 
well. Lindsay Willen is excited to start this season.
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GIRL’S BASKETBALL

Wrestling Team Look to Improve Be-
hind Leadership, Infusion of Youth

BOY’S SWIMMING

Rulin’ the Pool: Seaholm Swimmers 
Look to Dominate This Season

Senior captain David Caldwell pins an op-
ponent during a match last season.
                            Photo Courtesy of Mike Steltenkamp

Andrew Green
Sports Writer

Heading into their season, the Varsity Wrestling 
team has no clue what to expect.  They have plenty 
of talent returning, but there is still some unknown.

For one, the team lost one coach, Coach Herstein, 
who left Seaholm to coach at Farmington Harrison 
High School.  Most of the coaching staff is still in-
tact, but his presence will be surely missed.

“Coach Herstein really helped the morale of the 
team,” Coach Mike Hessling said.  “The kids really 
liked him.  He was funny and he got the team to 
work hard.”

Another question mark entering the 2007-2008 
wrestling season is the overall talent level of the 
team.

“We have many strong players, but the team also 
lost plenty to graduation,” senior Sam Ging said. “If 
you look even farther back, we have lost two very 
strong classes.  This is a young team with many new 
people.  And any time you have that, your team is 
uncertain.” 

“I think we can be really good this year,” junior Mike 
Steltenkamp said.  “We had some very strong fresh-
man last season and hopefully they can improve.”

Steltenkamp finished 2006-2007 with a 35-12 re-
cord, but he isn’t just worrying about himself this 
year.

“While I plan on doing my work, I also want to push 
the younger players,” Steltenkamp said.  “I went to 
many camps in the off-season, and I hope that I can 
convince them to do it as well.”

This has to be good news to coach Hessling, who 
understands what needs to be done to have a suc-
cessful season.

“The key to our season is going to be leadership,” 
Coach Hessling said.  “As long as our older players 
step up and show the younger guys what is expected 
of them, we should be successful.”

And just as Coach Hessling said, while the maturity 
of these young players may be the key to success 
this season, but it also could be the reason for fail-
ure. 

2007-2008 SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent Time

11/30 Notre Dame Prep 7:00pm
12/03 Lamphere 7:00pm
12/07 Plymouth 7:00pm
12/10 Groves 7:00pm
12/17 Lahser 7:00pm
12/20 Mercy 7:00pm
01/04 Royal Oak 7:00pm
01/07 Oak Park 7:00pm
01/10 Ferndale 7:00pm
01/15 Hazel Park 7:00pm
01/18 Andover 7:00pm
01/22 Farmington Harrison 7:00pm
01/24 Farmington 7:00pm
01/29 Hazel Park 7:00pm
02/01 Ferndale 7:00pm
02/04 Southfield 7:00pm
02/07 Andover 7:00pm
02/12 Royal Oak 7:00pm
02/15 Farmington 7:00pm

*Games in italics are at home

Adam Small
Staff Writer

Last season was a successful one for the Varsity boys 
Swim Team. They finished their regular season 7-1, 
and had 10 swimmers move on to States. 

Leading the way this year is now Varsity captain 
Morgan Priestley, who finished first at states in the 
200 free styles as a junior. Morgan was not alone 
in his success as both Paul Collins and Ted Howard 
also competed in States under the 100 breast and 200 
medleys relay events. Things are looking optimistic 
for the Maples’ 2007-2008 season.

“I expect us to top our successful year from last year,” 
said junior Conor Anstett. “We have nine out of 10 
players who went to states returning this year.” 

Of those nine, Priestley, Howard, Collins, and junior 
D. J. Lydy will assume the roles of co-captains, and 
compete in their respective events again this year. 

2007-2008 SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent Time
12/01 IntraSquad 12:00pm
12/06 West Bloomfield 6:30pm
12/12 Lahser 6:30pm
12/15 Brother Rice TBA
12/20 Troy 6:30pm
01/05 BC Lakeview 10:00am
01/05 Invitational 1:00pm
01/10 Andover 6:30pm
01/10 Country Day 6:30pm
01/17 Rochester 6:00pm
01/24 Avondale 6:30pm
01/28 Cranbrook 6:30pm
02/02 OC Meet TBA
02/07 Groves 6:30pm
02/20 OAA Div I Pre-Lim TBA
02/21 OAA Div 1 Diving TBA
02/22 OAA Div Finals TBA

*Games in italics are at home

Girls Basketball players practice in prepera-
tion for the upcoming season
             Photo by Brian Palmeri

Maples Look to Reload After Losing Key 
Parts from Last Season’s Team

WRESTLING

Ski Team Hopes New Coach Can Help Pro-
pel Them to Good Season This Winter 
 The Birmingham Ski team, a 
Unified squad mixing students from both 
Seaholm and Groves, got a lift for the 
upcoming year in the form of new head 
coach Scott Meyers. 
 He has quite an im-
pressive set of credentials, 
as he holds the position 
of head coach for New 
Zealand’s Olympic team 
and has, in his career, sent 
four players to the U.S. 
National ski team.
 The coaching 
upgrade has generated 
excitement within the pro-
gram, and rightfully so. 
 The team will send out a highly 
touted women’s team, who is expected to 
be competitive for a state title.
 “The girl’s team looks pretty good 
right now,” said sophomore Zach Hill. 
“They probably will make states [this 

year].”
 Hill, who finished 12th overall 
at states last season, the best finish for a 
Seaholm student in over fifteen years, said 
the expectations for the boy’s team are 

slightly lower.
 “The guy’s team, we’re 
border line making states,” 
said Hill.
 While success won’t be a 
given, Hill said the team will 
be ready for the season.
 “Train hard and focus [is 
all we have to do],” Hill said, 
“and that will lead us to the 
promised land.”

 Those are some of the things that 
the team hopes Meyers can help with for 
the upcoming season. If nothing else, he 
has the credentials to help take this team to 
the next level.

Capsule reported on by Brian Palmeri

“Train hard and fo-
cus [is all we have 
to do], and that 
will lead us to the 
promised land.”
-Zach Hill

Brian Palmeri
Staff Writer

New Girls varsity basketball coach Steve Hassler 
knows the game; he’s been a part of the boys pro-
gram at Seaholm for years. That’s why Hassler says 
he’s being realistic when he says he’d be happy with 
a record mirroring last season’s 11-10 finish in 2007.

“Obviously, we’re always trying to go 20-0,” Has-
sler said. “That’s what you always want to shoot for. 
Now, realistically, I’d think 10-10 would be [a good 
record] for us.”
 
The concern for this year’s team lies in what they 
will be trying to replace from last year’s squad. The 
graduation of talented seniors like Alexis Brumm and 
Emily Bastain, plus the departure of juniors Anya 
Cekauskas and Kendall Masters, leave sizable holes 
in the Maples’ lineup.

Senior co-captain Taylor Ryan echoed the difficultly 
of losing so many key parts.

“We lost a lot of good seniors, so it’s a rebuilding 
year,” said Ryan. “We have a young team. It’s just got 
to be everyone giving everything we’ve got. That’s 
the only way we’re going to get better.” 

The young Maples will counter the losses with the 
addition of some talented, but young, newcomers, in-
cluding sophomore guard Lisa Bender. 

Junior Rachel Reem, the other captain, will also have 
to shoulder a bigger load this season, but she’s poised 
for her increased role.

“I’ve got to do whatever I can for the team,” Reem 
said. “As a captain you have to lead by example. I’m 
just going to try and go out and make as many plays 
as I can for us.”

Despite the youth of this year’s team, the Maples 
should be able to navigate their schedule with some 
success if veteran leadership from players like Ryan 
and Reem is present.

No doubt they have the opportunity to have a success-
ful season. The question now becomes, how much do 
they want it?

New coach sees potential in young team, says be patient

2007-2008 SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent Time
11/28 Lamphere 5:00pm
11/28 Fitzgerald 5:00pm
12/01 Lutheran NW Trn. TBA
12/05 Ferndale 6:00pm
12/05 Groves 6:00pm
12/08 Romeo Trn. 9:00am
12/12 Hazel Park TBA
12/12 Farmington TBA
12/21 OC Day One 3:30pm
12/22 OC Day Two 9:00am
01/05 Troy Trn. 10:00am
01/09 Waterford Mott 5:30pm
01/09 North Farmington 5:30pm
01/12 Lutheran W. Trn TBA
01/19 W. Woods Twr Trn 10:00am
01/23 Oak Park 5:00pm
01/23 Royal Oak 5:00pm
01/30 Troy 5:30pm
02/08 OAA Div II Meet TBA
02/13 MHSAA Tm District TBA
02/16 MHSAA Ind. Dist. 10:30am
02/23 MHSAA Ind. Reg. 9:00am

*Games in italics are at home

Q&A
ADAM SMALL SITS DOWN 

WITH JUNIOR ALASDAIR BOYLE

As a swimmer what is the main pressure 
added during the season?

The main pressure added would be that 
swimming consumes all your time outside 
of school making it nearly impossible to 
get homework done.

What do you focus on most during a 
meet?

Beating my personal bests, to help the 
team achieve victory

What do you feel you 
must work on most?

My overall form in diving and strokes

What do you feel the team’s most im-
portant objective should be?

Staying focused on the team goal, of win-
ning leagues

What is your ultimate goal this season?

To beat my personal best in 100 breast, 
and to hopefully qualify for leagues.

Coach Tom Wylie will also be continuing his duties 
as head coach.

Priestley, who holds two school records, three pool 
records, three leagues records, two division II re-
cords, and is a 13 time all American is eager to start 
the upcoming season.

“This season will be a lot of fun. We should win 
leagues, and I also feel we have a good shot at beat-
ing Brother Rice in counties this year,” said Priest-
ley

Brother Rice has reigned as county champions since 
1999, and Priestley could not express how great it 
would be for the Maples to beat them.
 “I feel beating them would place us as one 
of the top three teams in the state.”
 

Boyle

“I feel like beating [Rice] 
would place us as one of the 
top three teams in the state.”
-Captain Morgan Priestley



12		 Hoops	for	Hope	2007	

On Wednesday November 7, 2007, the first Hoops for Hope Basketball Game took 
place. The event was aimed to raise money for Harmonize for Hope, a foundation 
that strives to advance Muscular Dystrophy research. 

The event was sponsored by the Seaholm Highlander and Groves Scriptor newspapers. 
The total amount raised was $3634.00. The amount was split 50/50 between Groves 
and Seaholm. Both schools are sharing the money with Harmonize for Hope. 

Groves won 53-39, and Mr. Procter, Principal of Groves High School, was presented 
with the Golden Basketball Trohpy at the end of the game. Maple Motion also per-
formed at half time in front of an estimated crowd of at least 500, students, parents, 
Seaholm Staff, and community members.
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