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   The state has introduced drastic changes in what is considered to be “meeting 
proficiency standards” for MEAP tests in Michigan, which will heavily impact 
scores in BPS.
  On November 3,state education officials applied the new proficiency require-
ments to existing standardized testing scores in an experiment to determine 
how students might fare.
   These new raised standards, called “cut scores”, dropped proficiency scores 
across the state significantly. 
   According to BPS Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction  
Dr. Stephen Palmer, the new proficiency levels are owed to two factors concern-
ing the future of Michigan education.
   The first is the evident decline of difficulty in the tests, making it too easy for 
students to reach proficiency standards.
   “About ten years ago the Michigan MEAP tests used to be one of the most 
rigorous state tests in the country,” Palmer said.  “And over the last ten years 
it’s dropped to being one of the weakest tests.”
   The Michigan Educational Assessment Program, or MEAP, is a test that de-
termines district funding based on how well each school performs.
   In a November 3 article from The Detroit News, state superintendent Mike 
Flanagan commented on the current status of Michigan’s standardized testing.
   “This needs to change,” Flanagan said. “Anything less is a disservice.”
   According to Palmer, the drop cannot necessarily be attributed to the difficul-
ty of the questions, but the number of questions answered correctly by students 
have lessened so radically that, in some cases, students can answer only 40 or 
50 percent of questions correctly and still be considered proficient.
    “[For example], if you’re in an English class and it used to be 75% for a B,” 
Palmer said. “Now they’re saying that 80 percent is the cutoff for a B.” 
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   When junior Iris Johnson 
was assigned a school proj-
ect, she said she completed it 
thoughtfully and thoroughly. 
But when her work was re-
moved from its showcase in 
the G Hall, Johnson was left 
looking for answers.
   Johnson, who is a member 
of the Flex Program, was as-
signed a project to express 
her feelings about the Sep-
tember 11th attacks, or what 
thoughts were provoked by 
this event. There were no spe-
cific parameters for this proj-
ect, and the students were told 
to “think outside the box.” The 
only guidelines were to create 
something tangible that could 
be graded by one of the seven 
Flex teachers. 
   Johnson, a talented photog-
rapher, decided to create an 
image portraying a gun, craft-
ed into a crucifix. 
   “[The photo] was represent-
ing a fact that Christianity has 
killed more people in the his-
tory of humanity more than 
any other single organization, 
and how closely religion is re-
lated to violence and guns,” 
Johnson said. 
   The Flex Team thought the 
photo deserved to be placed in 
the Flex display case and al-
lowed Johnson to put it up. 
   “She wanted to make a state-
ment,” Flex teacher Robin 
Moten said. “And that was her 
best forum to make that state-
ment.  So I don’t think she had 
anything sinister or cynical 
going on when she put it up.” 
   Moten liked the photo be-
cause it made students and 
faculty think. 
   “It’s disturbing,” Moten said. 
“It’s a disturbing image. It’s a 
really well done photograph. 
It makes you think, and, let’s 
face it, people don’t like to get 
out of their comfort zones. 
They don’t like to get out of 
their box, and when some-
thing is disturbing, the easiest 
thing to do is to get rid of it or 
hide it.” 
   Johnson was thrilled that her 
artwork was displayed for stu-
dents to view freely. 
   “Every time I pass by, I 
[looked at the photo],” John-
son said. “[I] see if other peo-
ple [are] looking at it.  I like it 
being up, and I like people be-
ing able to see it, be the point 
of art is to get people think-
ing.”
   The photo had been in the 
display case for about a week, 
prior to Seaholm’s Parent/
Teacher Conferences. Then 
something strange happened: 
the photo had been removed, 
without any warning to John-
son. 
   “The day after conferences, 
it [was] gone. Completely 
gone,” Johnson said. “Missing 
from the case. It’s not set on 
top of the case, and the case is 
locked, [unlike before].”
   The photo was removed by 
a Flex teacher, at the direc-
tion of Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer. 
   Johnson was told by Flex 
teacher Peter Shaheen that to 
get her photo back, she would 
have to go to the Assistant 
Principal’s office. 
   At the office, according to 
Johnson, she was told by Boy-
er that her photo was removed 
from the case because of the 
school’s “no-gun” policy. 
   While there is a “no-gun” 
policy in place in Birmingham 

With New Benchmarks For Success, Seaholm’s 
Proficiency Ratings Fall Dramatically
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   The Seaholm girls cross coun-
try team ended their season 
finishing fourth in the state, 
the best finish in Seaholm 
cross country history.
   Junior Aubrey Wilberding 
led the team with an 11th place 
finish and a time of 18:23.
   The top 12 finish gave Wil-
berding All-State honors for 
the first time in her career.
   “I had no idea I would be 
able to finish so well,” Aubrey 
Wilberding said.  “I ended up 
dropping 20 seconds so my 
place    was a really nice sur-
prise.”
   Freshmen Julia Demko and 
Audrey Belf finished 35th and 
36th, respectively.
   The Maples had to overcome 
some adversity and still man-
aged to finish as a top five 
team in the state.
   “A few of our girls didn’t 
have the races they wanted to 
run,” Head Coach Jeff Devan-
tier said.  “We still managed to 
finish fourth in the state.”
   Junior Mallory Wilberd-
ing took a tumble at the first 
400 meter mark after she was 
tripped.  She then continued 
to run the race with a mild 
concussion and ended the day 
with a time of 20:18. 
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Ms. Martin’s 4th hour Honors Geometry class has strung up pairs of shoes in the trees in 
Seaholm’s courtyard for Pink Day, an event devoted to breast cancer awareness. Her stu-
dents have raised upwards of $700 for the cause.

Girl’s Cross Country 
Nabs Record Season

   “I tripped and hit my head 
and was running with a con-
cussion,” Mallory Wilberding 
said.  “I was very dizzy and 
threw up.”
   Junior Kendall Weinert, who 
had been dealing with a stress 
fracture in her foot for most 
of the summer, had the best 
run of the season and finished 
with a time of 19:53.
   “[The race] was definitely 
good considering the circum-
stances that came about [on 
race day],” Mallory Wilberd-
ing said.
   Expectations for next season 
are elevated after a solid 2011 
campaign. 
   “Next year can be even bet-
ter,” Devantier said.  “All of 
the varsity runners come back 
and the younger girls will de-
velop into better runners.”
   Belf, Demko, Weinert, junior 
Selena Wallace, Mallory, Au-
brey, and Tess Wilberding will 
all be back next season.  All 
seven girls were the top run-
ners for this year’s team.
   The boys cross country team 
only had one runner qualify 
for the state finals.  Senior 
Zack Demko finished 42nd in 
the state with a time of 16:14.
   “It stinks super bad that we 
didn’t get the team out to the 
state meet,” Demko said.  “But 
next year’s team will be totally 
sick.”

House Strips Bully Protections
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   The “bullying bill” passed through the Michi-
gan House of Representatives on November 
10. However, the House removed the clause 
that gave the religious and moral exceptions in 
the bill.
   The bill, originally created to prevent bully-
ing, gave students permission to bully if there 

was a “deep moral conviction” or “religious 
belief” behind it. On November 2, the original 
bill- 137 passed through the Michigan Senate 
26-12, down party lines. 
   According to Michigan House Representa-
tive Chuck Moss [R-Birmingham] the reason 
for the removal was clear. 
   “Bullying is bullying,” Moss said. 
   The bill now prohibits all bullying, no matter 
the reasoning behind it.   The bill will now go 
to the Senate, where the earliest it can be re-
voted on is in about two weeks. 
   Rick Jones, the original bill’s sponsor, told 

See BULLYING / Pg. 5

   Palmer says that the actual test isn’t changing, yet.
   The second reason the state has come to this proposal is to prepare for a future 
standardized test.
   “[A] new test is coming out in 2014,” Palmer said. “It is going to be based 
on the new common core standard and it’s going to be a much more rigorous 
national test.”
   The new cut scores will reduce Seaholm’s MEAP scores, and according to 
Principal Dee Lancaster, after “running some preliminary numbers”, the scores 
dropped a great deal.
   “[In percentage of student proficiency, Seaholm] has always scored in the 90s 
and now it’s going to be more like low 80s.” Lancaster said.
   Lancaster is confident in Seaholm and is not worried about the cut scores.
   “Our students do very well and our teachers do a great job preparing [stu-
dents],” Lancaster said.  “But it is going to be an adjustment for parents, be-
cause our scores won’t look as great.”
   Lancaster said that the goal that the state has in mind is to “raise standards”.
   “[The state’s goal] is to push our top kids, in a very high performing building, 
to not become complacent.” Lancaster said.
    To reach the state’s newly set standards, according to Lancaster, there are 
some steps that Seaholm must take.
   “We will be making sure that we adjust our instruction,” Lancaster said.  “And 
the juniors have to take it seriously and have to work at it.”
   According to Lancaster, the only steps Seaholm needs to be making now are 
relatively mild. 
   “At this point in time there are some things where we could be major and we 
can change what we’re doing,” Lancaster said. “But we need to go through the 
testing cycle, see how it pans out, and then make changes as needed.”
   Palmer said Seaholm’s scores will drop, but there is no real problem.
   “Birmingham does excellent,” Palmer said.  “We are one of the top scoring 
districts in the state. Comparatively, we will do very well.”

Tylor Wyllie
Community Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com
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   The theme of this year’s Re-
flection Contest is “Diversity 
Means…” 
   Students from elementary 
school through high school are 
permitted to enter the contest 
in the categories of dance cho-
reography, film production, 
literature, musical composi-
tion, photography, and visual 
arts.
   Entries must be individual 
efforts without any assistance, 
and four pieces are selected 
from each category to repre-
sent Seaholm. When a piece is 
submitted, it has the potential 
to go through district, state, 
and national judging. 
   If students missed the meet-
ing on Tuesday, November 1, 
they can pick up an entry form 
in the AP office. The deadline 
for all entries is Monday, De-
cember 10.

By: Olivia Seago

Reflections 
Contest 

   Two weeks ago, senior Gina 
Serra walked out to the stu-
dent lot to retrieve a notebook 
from her black Jeep Liberty 
and received a shock. Her car 
had been hit.
   “I was parked at the way end 
of the row in the student lot,” 
Serra said. “My whole back 
bumper was just destroyed.”
   Whomever had caused the 
damage was nowhere in sight. 
Serra went to parking lot at-
tendant Chip Gorman, who 
instructed her to call the Bir-
mingham Police Department 
and file a report.
   “They inspected the car and 
determined it was a white car 
[that had struck her car], be-
cause of the paint [marks],” 
Serra said. “They just took my 

Simon Schuster
Editor-in-Chief
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   The Michigan legislature’s proposed “Parent 
Empowerment Reform” could drastically im-
pact funding for Birmingham Public Schools. 
   The package of Senate Bills 618-624 was in-
troduced to the floor September 7, proposes 
sweeping education reforms that are aimed at 
transforming Michigan’s educational system.
   Under these bills, the state would see an in-
crease in charter and cyber schools. A provi-
sion also calls for mandating schools of choice. 
   “This bill enables parents to choose the best 
educational opportunities for their children 
and it allows schools to innovate and excel,” 
bill sponsor, Senator Phil Pavlov [R-St. Clair], 
said in an October 6 press release. “We must 
not lose sight of what is best for our kids’ edu-
cation when we discuss these issues.”
   However, bills like these are intended for fail-
ing communities and school districts, accord-
ing to BPS Superintendent David Larson said.
 “We don’t have the achievement problems 
that some of the local public schools do,” 
Larson said. “The measures aren’t for us.” 
   According to Larson, 80 percent of charter 
schools serve children K-8 with the same per-
student funding as in public schools. All pub-
lic districts have comprehensive high schools. 
High schools are the most expensive schools to 
fund. 
   “[It is] unfair to get the same funding but 
then you don’t have to run a high school,” Lar-
son said. 
   In some cases companies are brought in to 
run the charter schools. These companies can 
be local, out of state, or even from another 
country.  Research shows that charters spend 
45% on instruction while public schools spend 
54%. 
   Cyber schools are also a large concern for 
Larson when it comes to this bill package. 
   “There is no scrutiny, so a cyber online com-
pany can come into state and make money,” 
Larson said. 
   There are currently two cyber schools that 
the state allows districts to tap into for online 
classes. 
   Currently, students who are being home- 
schooled take a large portion of their classes 
online. Under Bill 624, students taking online 
education would be paid for by the local public 
schools. 
   “Some home-school families can decide if 
they want their kid to take credits online and 
have the local public school pay for it,” Larson 
said. 
   If this bill passes, funding for BPS schools will 
decrease, and public school teacher jobs could 
also be in jeopardy, according to Birmingham 
Education Association President Scott War-
row.  
   “A large amount of teachers could be laid off, 
programs could be cut, and class sizes would 
be higher,” Warrow said. 

license and registration, and 
they gave me the statement 
to take to my insurance com-
pany.”
   The repairs ended up total-
ing $850, leaving Serra carless 
for a week and a half while it 
was repaired.
   Many hit-and-runs are never 
investigated simply because 
they are never reported, ac-
cording to a Highlander sur-
vey of 115 student drivers. The 
survey found that while 36% 
of drivers had reported having 
their cars hit in the parking 
lot, 61% of those students did 
not report that their car had 
been hit.
   Only 13% of those surveyed 
admitted to hitting a car, but 
80% of those that did admit 
also said that they did not re-
port it. Many of the drivers 
admitted that they were afraid 

to face the consequences of an 
accident.
   The survey also found that, 
on average, $698 worth of 
damage was done to student 
cars in accidents. 
   Accidents and fender-bend-
ers in the student parking lot 
are nothing new to Seaholm, 
but the way they are dealt with 
has changed.
   For the past two years, Gor-
man has had a new tool at his 
disposal: the security cam-
eras overlooking the parking 
lot. With the help of Technol-
ogy Operations Assistant Joe 
Jelasic, Gorman was able to 
review the camera’s record-
ings and get a detailed image 
of the car that had hit Serra’s 
as it left the parking lot.
   “We got really lucky on this 
one because the car’s back end 
was right at us,” Gorman said. 

BPS Board Opposes New 
Charter, Cyber School Bills

“We had the license plate.”
   However, Gorman never 
got the chance to look up the 
license plate number in the 
school’s registries.
   “Fortunately for us, the driv-
er had talked to his father and 
he brought himself in,” Gor-
man said, “which was the right 
thing to do, and we would 
have found him anyway, be-
cause that’s one of the few 
times that the camera really 
came through for us.”
   Mt. Clemens- based Attorney 
Jeffrey Randa has over twenty 
years of experience in criminal 
defense cases, and views the 
driver’s confession is not nec-
essarily an exemption from 
prosecution.
   “He’s essentially exposed to 
the same charge whether he 
subsequently makes the re-
port or not, which is leaving 
the scene of a property dam-
age accident, which is a mis-
demeanor under Michigan 
law,” Randa said. “A person 
is required at the point where 
they’re involved in a collision 
and any damage occurs to stop 
and remain at the scene and 
contact the police. Your obli-
gation under the law is to re-
main at the scene.”
   Gorman, however, tries to 
provide a solution without po-
lice involvement.
   “Most of the time the police 
would prefer if we can handle 
it, for us to handle it,” Gorman 
said. “If people want a police 
report, that’s fine, but a lot of 
times we handle it internally.” 
   BPS Police Liaison Al Smith 
told the Highlander in an in-
terview that in cases involving 
leaving the scene of a private 
property damage accident, 
the police usually do not pur-
sue charges unless the victim 

comes forward with a com-
plaint.
   Still, Serra’s case proves 
to be the exception, not the 
rule. Gorman estimates that 
when looking through security 
camera footage, they’ve had a 
roughly a 60% success rate in 
being able to positively iden-
tify individuals leaving the 
scene.
   “The cameras are quite a 
ways away, and we can focus 
on what’s at hand,” Gorman 
said. “I don’t know that we’d 
always be able to read license 
plate numbers but we can get 
a still shot of the car, and we 
can get a pretty good idea of 
the car and can usually figure 
out make and model.”
   Senior Catherine Lawler was 
involved in an accident on No-
vember 2.  As she backed out 
of her parking space, junior 
Nick Kalil was turning into her 
row, resulting in a collision. 
The rear bumper of her Chevy 
Impala was ripped off, while 
Kalil’s Audi suffered a broken 
headlight and damage to the 
hood.
   “At first I was angry because I 
had been in an accident before 
and I hate the whole hassle 
and everything,” Lawler said. 
“And then all I could think was 
‘My parents are going to kill 
me’.” 
   If a student leaves the park-
ing lot to find that their car has 
been hit, Gorman urges them 
to always make a report.
   “I would recommend that 
they at least give us a chance 
to take a look. We can’t guar-
antee that we’re always going 
to be able to provide a solution 
for them,” Gorman said. “But 
they should come first and 
see what kind of bearing our 
equipment would have on an 

Censorship 
Cont. from page 1

   Teachers going from a public school job to 
a charter school could face anywhere between 
a $20,000 and $40,000 pay cut, according to 
Warrow. 
   By law, public schools have to be made avail-
able to all students, no matter what skill level 
or special needs. Charter schools are owned by 
a private cooperation and have the right to dis-
criminate against particular student groups. 
They choose who can and can’t attend that par-
ticular school, according to Larson. 
   “Traditionally they have not been favorable 
towards students with special needs in educa-
tion because they are more expensive to edu-
cate,” Warrow said. 
   The timing of this bill comes during a time 
when there is a national movement towards 
online education, according to Larson. 
   At the November 1 Birmingham Public School 
Board meeting, board members approved a 
resolution opposing bill 618-624. 
   “For most of us, uncapping the charter schools 
and uncapping the cyber schools -- it’s a lot of 
legislation that doesn’t have checks and bal-
ances in place,” BPS President Susan Hill said. 
    The BPS resolution against the bills did not 
include any specific suggestions or ideas to-
wards the bill.  It only stated that this wasn’t 
a good bill for the district, according to BPS 
Board Trustee Robert Lawrence.
   Though the board opposed the bill 5-0, two 
board members, Lawrence and Chris Conti, 
chose to abstain from voting. 
   “My abstention was based on my position 
that the resolution was poorly crafted,” said 
Lawrence who, along with Conti, was reelect-
ed to the school board on November 8.  “My 
experience with legislators in Lansing is that 
they respond better to people who offer posi-
tive suggestions or solutions to the problems 
they are attempting to address. Our resolution 
didn’t do that.”
   Lawrence, told the Highlander he believes 
bills like this are aimed towards failing school 
districts, not districts like BPS. 
   “I wanted to see a resolution which focused on 
making the package of bills better by including 
provisions for accountability, transparency, 
manageable limits, and guaranteed face to face 
teaching time with certified teachers in the 
cyber bill,” Lawrence said. 
  Hill said she supports her fellow board 
members’ decision to abstain from the vote. 
   “We are seven individuals with seven 
different points of view,” Hill said. 
   Conti, the BPS Board Secretary, said in a 
November 7 email to the Highlander his 
decision not to vote came from his lack of 
knowledge about the bill at the time of voting. 
   “I don’t know the particulars of any of these 
bills to make an educated and informed 
decision at this time,” Conti said. 
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The damage to junior Nick Kalil’s Audi after being involved in a collision in the parking lot on 
November 7. 

   Public Schools, (Policy 5772 
– weapons), this policy only 
covers actual weapons, weap-
on threats, and/or weapon 
look-a-likes. This policy does 
not appear to cover images.
   Still, Boyer told the High-
lander that she did not use the 
“no-gun” policy as a reason for 
removal of the 
photo.
   “[The] policy 
is intended to 
address stu-
dents that 
might bring 
a weapon to 
school,” Boy-
er said. “It’s 
totally differ-
ent.” 
   Boyer said 
the removal of 
the photo was 
appropriate in 
this situation.  
   “[We remove 
it] because it 
was a repre-
sentation of 
guns, and we 
don’t support 
that in any 
way, shape or 
form,” Boyer 
said. “I understand that her 
interpretation of that was 
that it had to do with the twin 
towers, and terrorism, but to 
people who didn’t understand 
what was going on inside of 
flex, that wouldn’t be the in-
terpretation. We kind of have 
to look out for all of those in-
terpretations.”
   However, the removal may 
be justified under the district’s 
5722 (school-sponsored pub-
lications and productions) 
policy.
   According to the policy, 
speech that is “defamatory, 
libelous, obscene or harmful 
to juveniles” is unprotected in 
all student work. Promoting 
unlawful material, in this case, 
guns, could be considered un-
protected speech, according 
to the policy. Also, the board 
holds the right to review and 
restrict content “to prevent the 
publication or performance of 
unprotected speech.” 
   “I think it’s definitely cen-
sorship,” Johnson said. “And 

I think it’s ridiculous. And I 
think that to censor a certain 
topic, that’s absolutely ridicu-
lous.”
   While the photograph was 
for a project, Boyer said its re-
moval was based on the con-
text around it. 
   “That picture had no con-

text, so it was 
taken at face 
value for what 
it was – a rep-
resentation of 
guns,” Boyer 
said. 
   It’s possible, 
according to 
Rana Elmir, a 
communica-
tions director 
of the Michi-
gan branch of 
the American 
Civil Liber-
ties Union 
(ACLU), that 
the removal 
of her photo 
may not have 
violated John-
son’s First 
Amendment 
rights. 
   “The courts 

have said that students do 
not shed their constitutional 
rights when they enter the 
schoolhouse door,” Elmir said. 
“However, student speech is 
not absolute. School adminis-
trators can, in some situations, 
restrict student speech.”
   While students, and Johnson, 
don’t have the absolute right to 
freedom of speech in school, 
Johnson is able to question the 
actions of the administration, 
according to the ACLU. 
   While Johnson was not pun-
ished for the photo, it is no 
longer allowed to remain in 
the case. 
   Johnson, who is not pushing 
to have the image reposted, 
still hopes that her photograph 
had some sort of impact on 
Seaholm.
   “[I want] to get people dis-
cussing. If they got angry when 
they saw [the photo], or they 
got offended when they saw 
it, that’s something, at least 
they’re thinking,” Johnson 
said.

Courtesy Of Iris Johnson

The picture that appeared in 
the Flex display case, before 
the Flex Team was prompted 
to remove it.

   “Warm hearts, warm hands” 
is the theme with The Maple 
Tree’s current charity. Stu-
dents, and Maple Tree em-
ployees, Kelly Feiten, Maken-
na Kroger, and Emily Dixon 
have teamed up to have a Hat 
and Mitten Drive. 
   The students have placed 
collection bins by entrances to 
the school, so it’s easy to con-
tribute. All the proceeds col-
lected go towards the Salva-
tion Army. 
   Their goal is to gather as 
many hats and mittens as pos-
sible to keep people warm over 
the Thanksgiving break, and 
throughout the winter. 
   The holiday season is the 
perfect time for students to 
give back to the community.

By: Kit Kuhne

Maple Tree 
Charity Drive

Kelsey McClear
News Editor
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   SB 618- Removes the 
cap on authorized charter 
schools

   SB 619- Amends the 
School Code to expand 
opportunities for cyber 
charter schools and Cy-
ber schools will no longer 
be limited to just two con-
tracts statewide. Also elim-
inates the enrollment cap 
for cyber charters.

   SB 620- Creates Michigan 
conversion schools and al-
lows 51 percent of parents 
or teachers at a school to 
petition their district to 
convert the school into a 
conversion school.

   SB 621- Allows non-public 
school students to obtain 
part-time services from a 
school district in the same 
or contiguous intermedi-
ate school district

   SB 622- Eliminates cur-
rent grade and age re-
quirements for high school 
students seeking dual en-
rollment, also allows non-
public school students to 
participate in dual enroll-
ment with state aid.

   SB 623- Allows non-pub-
lic school students to dual 
enroll in career/technol-
ogy education programs 
under the same guidelines 
as in SB 622.

   SB 624- Amends the 
School Aid Act to expand 
current schools of choice 
programs to any student to 
any district, and requires 
a district to admit from its 
waiting list in the second 
semester or trimester if 
space becomes available.

Overview Of 
Parent 

Empowerment 
Bills 

(SB 618-624)

A Majority of Accidents Go 
Unreported, Survey Finds



   Let’s say it’s a crisp fall Wednesday 
afternoon in November. 
 You’re sitting in class, dazed, 
and your mind is most likely drifting 
anywhere from tonight’s episode of 

Modern Family to 
yo’ honey. 
 S u d d e n l y , 
you are forced 
to emerge from 
your wonderful 
day dreams. Your 
teacher has just 
punctured your 
ear canals with 
some of the most 
hated words by 

teenagers.
 “All right everybody, 
test next Monday!”
   At this point, an infi-

nite amount of curse words are prob-
ably rushing through your head,  and 
you’re thinking: I don’t know this 
!#*%. 
   But then you realize you have that 
night and four whole days to study.    
The idea that you have an upcoming 
test is put in the back of your mind, 
don’t even kid yourself - you dismiss 
the idea for now. 
   Friday night rolls around, obviously 
you’re not planning on studying, you 
want to party it up. Duh.
   Saturday night. Same.
   Sunday, you’re lazy…you think - I’ll 
get to it later tonight. I just want to 
relax, I’m tired. 
   Late into Sunday evening, you fall 
asleep, either completely forgetting 
or really procrastinating for your test 
the next day. Either way, you’re un-
prepared. 
   Then, early Monday morning rolls 
around. 
   You haven’t even checked your 
notes and hardly know what chapters 
the test is covering. 
    You’re screwed. 
   You sit up in your bed, realizing you 
cannot allow your grade to plummet 
from an 100 percent to an 89.  Plus, 
Birmingham standards classify an 
89 as a failing grade…so technically 
you’d be failing if you allowed your-
self to go below an A minus. 
   There is only one way out.
   “Mommmmmmmm! Can you call 
me out of third hour? I’m not ready 
for my test!”
   She calls you out.
   Now, this may not be the scenario 
for everyone, but I know this sce-
nario has happened for many of my 
peers, myself included. 
   Personally, I don’t find anything 
wrong with skipping a test when you 
are truly, truly unprepared for it - but 
when I say this, I mean in modera-
tion.                      
    I don’t find it appropriate for a stu-
dent to skip every test date in their 
government class, or every quiz in 
their physics class. 
   Let’s be real people, it’s a little obvi-
ous to teachers when you become a 
notorious test skipper! 
 Don’t be that guy. 

   The view was breathtaking as our car went up and down 
and up and down the hills, each time my ears popping in 
and out. 
   My Dad and I were driving through the rolling roads of 
Pennsylvania to visit colleges, including Penn State.
   With plenty of majors, a beautiful campus, and similari-
ties to Michigan State (yet farther from home) it seemed 
like a great fit for me.
   It was late Monday night when we checked into our hotel, 
a welcoming Marriott Courtyard – just minutes from the 
University Park campus. 
   Only then were we suddenly aware of the scandal story 
that had been spreading like wildfire across the country. 
   I thought I was about to be joined in my Tuesday admis-
sion tour of Penn State University by hundreds of network 
and sports reporters and their camera crews. 
   Come morning, with no hope of ob-
taining breakfast at the hotel amidst 
the sea of iPads, laptops and micro-
phones, it became apparent that 
this media frenzy would follow us 
throughout the day. 
   But it didn’t. 
   I checked in at admissions and 
heard no mention of the sex abuse 
scandal that had sent Penn State de-
fensive coordinator, Jerry Sandusky, 
to jail on Monday. 
   The campus tour took us right by 
the football stadium where university 
officials would soon cancel legendary 
coach Joe Paterno’s 12:30 press con-
ference, but there was no talk of it. 
   And later, the afternoon cafeteria lunch and small group 
session fed us more details about studies and student life 
as a Nittany Lion, not details about the athletic department 
staff that had stepped down or would be fired later on.
   The campus was beautiful, the education seemed quality, 
and everyone in Happy Valley was happy as usual. 
   Best of all, throughout the day, tour guides and student 
hosts would periodically yell out, “We are…” to which clus-
ters of students would reply, “Penn State!” or “We are Penn 
State!”
   Sometimes the undergrads would encourage our tour 
group to reply with “Penn State!” They yelled it everywhere 
we went. With conviction. With pride. With the sort of 
school spirit that I love.
   I am sad to mention that when coming up on the library 
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Paterno, there were chants com-
ing from a different source. 
   A group of middle aged men with bongo drums yelled at 
our tour group things like “this institution is corrupt!” and 
“why would you send your children here?!” 
   Our tour guide stayed quiet, and so did we. 
   I was ready at every moment to be interviewed by some 
NBC reporter, asking if the scandal had changed my view 
of Penn State, or thoughts of going there. 
   I wasn’t, but if I would have been, my response was sim-
ple: “I’m not planning on going here for football.” 
   It’s not that Penn State sports don’t matter to me, they do. 
But should I wipe Penn State off my long list of colleges just 
because of Jerry Sandusky’s creepy secrets? 
   Would I not apply to Virginia Tech because of the shoot-
ing in 2007? 
   Should the mistakes of football players and their coach’s 
cover-up make me not apply to Ohio State? 
   The answer for me is no.
   While being in Pennsylvania during this stressful time, it 
struck me that no school, college or not, could ever really 
be just one person. 
   One coach. One player. One student writing on a bath-
room wall. One terrible, embarrassing scandal. 
   Instead, a school is so much more. 
   A school is the community of everyone who is there. A 
school is somewhere to get an education, grow up, and find 
out what to do with your life. And a school’s reputation, its 
true legacy, and its real integrity rests with the spirited and 
loyal majority, and the way they respond when challenged. 

Guest Column
Jamie Hinz
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Man on the Street: 

“Yes, I think even though two 
wrongs don’t make a right,  
sometimes bullies need to be 
bullied to realize what they’re 
doing.”  

-Senior James Bertrand 

About 
That Test...

Dooley 
Noted
Meghan 
Dooley

“No, you should never be able 
put someone down.” 

-Junior Lisa White

“No, I don’t think there is a time 
when [bullying] is acceptable,. 
Kids already have enough to go 
through in high school as it is.”  

-Sophomore Dylan Kanaan

“No, bullying is never acceptable 
because even if someone is be-
ing mean to you there are other 
ways to  solve it than being mean 
back.”  

-Freshman Emily Weiss

Do you ever think there is a time 
when bullying is acceptable? 

Subject to 
oPENNion

A Worthy Omission
   After looking deeper into Michigan’s new anti-bullying bill, 
known as Matt’s Safe School Law, it was not difficult to find its 
fatal flaw, and the single reason that it was spoken out against 
after its passing in the Senate.
   This bill offered an exclusive exception to bullies who 
insisted their bullying is based on “a sincerely held religious 
belief or moral conviction.”
   The House was absolutely appropriate to modify the bill 
based on these exceptions in their newer version. 
   If the House hadn’t stripped the bill of this portion, it would 
have left an enormous gap in the de-
fensive service this law was promis-
ing to uphold.
   A target demographic for bullying 
has always been homosexual and 
transgendered individuals. This law 
would have left these targets with no 
protection.
   The Michigan State University 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Trans-
sexual Group, or LGBT, applauded 
the House’s move in a press-release 
backing the House’s change in their 
newly improvised bill, which re-
moved the clause in question.
   However, the MSU LGBT does realize that this law is in no 
way final.
   “The resolution of the two bills is still pending, and we await 
the final outcome,” the release notes.
   In about two weeks, the bill goes back to the Senate for re-
voting—this time without the portion in question.
   Our hope is that this version passes.
   Not only could homosexuals have been targeted under the 
controversial clause, but any group that differs with a religious 
belief or moral principle can also be in the bill’s cross-hares. 
   Looking back on the Senate’s decision to pass this law, it is 
bizarre that this piece of legislation was not halted, or altered, 
sooner in the process.

   The sole reason for the naming of the law as Matt’s Safe 
School Law is due to a bullying victim named Matt Epling. 
Epling committed suicide in 2002, due to the exact type of 
bullying that was to go unprotected by the new law. He com-
mitted suicide after being picked on about his sexual orienta-
tion according to an article published by The Washington Post 
on November 5, 2011.
   After the Senate passed the bill, Michigan Democrat Senator 
Gretchen Whitmer was bold in her accusations against it, call-
ing the bill “a Republican license to bully.”
   This was what brought the underlying flaw to the surface 

and why it was subject to modification 
in the House’s version of the bill.
   This portion of the bill would’ve not 
only left gay bullying victims to fend 
for their own, but it would’ve made 
them a more noticeable target, justify-
ing the harassment put onto them.
   Seaholm already has an anti-bullying 
policy, however, which is referred to as 
“5517.01-Bullying and Other Aggres-
sive Behavior towards Students” and 
it encourages students to report any 
form of harassment.
   Still, an anti-bullying law is much 
needed in Michigan, but there are 

certain guidelines that this law needs to follow.
   First of all, it must not exclude any forms of bullying.
   Just because certain types of people do not get much at-
tention from the media, when it comes to bullying targets, it 
doesn’t mean that they don’t need this legal protection. Michi-
gan needs to hear the calls for help from every bullying victim, 
regardless of popularity in voice.
   Second, in the future, this law must be enforced. 
   Despite possible prejudice against certain groups of people, 
like homosexuals, this law must be upheld and acted on as 
frequently as need be. 
   After the amending of the bill, removing the initial concern, 
Matt’s Safe School Law will hopefully hold true to these guide-
lines.

Highlander Editorial

If the House hadn’t stripped 
the bill of this portion, it 

would have left an 
enormous gap in the 

defensive service this law 
was promising to uphold.



   Battlefield 3 is by far the most 
realistic first person shooter in 
a long time with a perfect mix 
of incredible graphics, awe-
some campaign and the best 
gameplay in a long time. With 
over 40 weapons to choose 
from and countless upgrades 
to unlock, Battlefield 3 will 
never get old.
   There are also nine differ-
ent maps to choose from, most 
of which are so large they 
make the average first person 
shooter’s online maps seem 
miniscule by comparison. 
Most maps have their own as-
sortment of different vehicles 
that range from machine-gun 
mounted Jeeps to full sized 
Jets.
   The campaign centers around 
the recent events of Staff Ser-
geant Blackburn that connect 
him to a New York terrorist 
attack that only he has de-
tails about. Throughout the 
campaign, the point of view 
changes between Blackburn 
and Russian Operative Dmitri 
Mayakovsky.
    The campaign is mostly set 
throughout parts of Iraq and 
Iran with a mission in France. 
The main enemy is the Peo-
ple’s Liberation and Rebellion 
which is loosely based on the 
Taliban in the Middle East. 
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   Coldplay is a band on a 
journey. 
   Since 2005’s “X&Y”, they’ve 
gradually expanded their 
sound as they’ve moved 
through various soundscapes, 
exploring the pop universe. 
Their newest album “Mylo 
Xyloto” takes their raw ten-
derness and polishes it to a 
high sheen, resulting in some 
of the band’s most energetic 
and colorful music. The LP is 
a study in presentation for the 
band, but after first impres-
sions “Xyloto” disappointing-
ly yields very little substance.
   Producer Brian Eno has sent 
the band on a very different 
path than earlier albums. 
Where listeners once found 
clarity in their minimalistic 
arrangements, they now have 
their eardrums filled with a 
busy swarm of vocal samples, 
flourishes of synthesizer and 
thumping, heavily digitized 
drum beats. That previous se-
renity is glimpsed only briefly 

album to album, the songs 
have stayed very much the 
same. The anthemic ballads 
are here, and every chorus 
screams for a stadium. Cold-
play has always made music 
to fill arenas, but the sense 
of intimacy that their music 
portrayed so well is conspicu-

ously absent from the LP. The 
angst-y earnestness that made 
“Parachutes” so endearing is 
long gone.
   Some fans may despair over 
this, but the band is simply 
looking to mature. Frontman 
Chris Martin doesn’t want to 
just be a pretty boy singing a 
nice love song any longer. His 
charismatic vocals are com-
pressed or laced with effects 
on almost every track. There 
are none of the moody roman-
tic ballads which had been 
the band’s hallmark on this 
album. In “Princess of China”, 
Rihanna provides powerhouse 
vocals that make Coldplay 
seem out of place in their own 
song.
   The band’s lyrics have con-
tinued their progression to a 
much more abstract aesthetic, 
making the subject of most 
songs very vague and hard to 
discern. This is not all bad, 
as it shows Coldplay is going 
from a simple black and white 
world of love and heartbreak, 
to a place with shades of gray. 
Musically it’s easily the band’s 
most joyous album, while the 
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in the album, on tracks such 
as “Us Against the World” and 
“U.F.O”. Much like preced-
ing album “Viva La Vida or 
Death and All his Friends”, 
it’s clear that Eno likes to 
embellish at every turn.
   For a band that is able 
to sound so different from 

Simon Schuster
Editor-in-Chief
sdschuster@seaholmhighlander.com

Mylo Xyloto: What Does It Mean?

Shooter Showdown
Modern Warfare 3 Maintains its 
Cinematic Feel in Call of Duty’s Latest 
Installment

Battlefield 3 offers Enormous Maps 
and the Most Multi-Faceted Combat 

Experience yet 

Joe Kosteniuk
Staff Writer
jkosteniuk@seaholmhighlander.com

fectly is the aerial vehicles in-
cluding high velocity jets and 
helicopters.
    The main part of the game 
that the designers focused 
on was its online multiplayer 
gameplay and it really shows. 
Each map and game type coin-
cides perfectly to make every 
game an exciting and enter-
taining challenge. 
   The multiplayer is also si-
miliar to Battlefield Bad Com-
pany 2 and previous games in 
the franchise but with much 
more personalized gameplay 
including squads and more 
online game types. Squads al-
low friends online to stay to-
gether in a group and comuni-
cate as a close team. This also 
makes gameplay much more 
intense and makes players co-
operate in order to complete 
an objective.
   However, certain aspects of 
the multiplayer are intensely 
frustrating. When on foot, an 
encounter with a tank will al-
most certainly result in death.
The tactical lights on enemy’s 
weapons are blinding, even in 
broad daylight, which seems 
totally irrational.
   The game also offers a co-
operative game mode where 
players can team up online to 
fight off waves of enemies and 
see how long they can last. 
This is a great game style for 
gamers who like to challenge 
their friends and themselves. 
   This is definitely a must-buy 
for any first person shooter 
game lover due to its unique 
maps, weapons and game 
styles. The only downside to 
the game is how quick the 
gameplay can be and this may 
be very discouraging to people 
new to the game series, but 
with a little work and practice, 
the game can entertain for 
hours. 

Joe Pecoraro
Staff Writer
jpecoraro@seaholmhighlander.com

   With help from Sledgeham-
mer games and Microsoft, 
Modern Warfare 3 has risen 
above and beyond expecta-
tions as one of the most sought 
out video games of all time.
   This game is the eighth in-
stallment in the Call of Duty 
collection and is by far the best 
yet. 
   From the get-go, the MW3 
campaign is homicidal mad-
ness. Players will wake up 
to gunfire and explosions as 
Manhattan’s skyscrapers are 
pummeled with missiles. The 
next thing you know, you’ve 
fallen out of a helicopter and 
are given a Light Machine 
gun. The rest of the gameplay 
is pretty self-explanatory. 
   In MW3 you are reunited 
with Task Force 114 members 
John “Soap” MacTavish and 
the legendary Captain John 
Price in their efforts to track 
down Ultranationalist Vladi-
mir Makarov and exterminate 
him once and for all. 
   During these missions you 
will visit London, Paris, Berlin 
and Prague, as well as Sibe-
ria and Somalia. All of which 
are stocked with unique and 
individual evading forces try-
ing to prevent your team from 
success. But basically it’s the 
Russians. Vladimir Makarov, 
is the most ruthless, unfor-
giving Russian extremist ever 
imaginable still has his mind 
set on world domination and 
it’s your job to stop him. 
   I found the Campaign to be 
a bit more cinematic than I 
wanted it to. There are cut-
scenes in the campaign where 
your character is immobi-
lized that will drive players 
mad with anticipation. There 
were countless times where 
I found myself fighting with 
the controller for control over 
my character during these 
cinematic game interruptions 

solely for the purpose of get-
ting back in the action. 
   MW3 is hands down the best 
multiplayer I have ever played. 
The playability has increased 
to the point where nearly any-
one can play the multiplayer 
and have fun. Getting a good 
Kill-to-Death ratio is not the 
point of multiplayer anymore. 
Games become more team-
based and goal-oriented rather 
than everyman for themselves. 
   Infinity Ward went back to 
their roots with this game, so-
to-speak. The game feels more 
like Modern Warfare 1 than 
MW2 which is a good thing 
because MW1 was one of the 
most revolutionary games in 
the Call of Duty franchise. 
   Players can earn points to-
ward their killstreaks by cap-
turing bases or flags rather 
than getting kills. This allows 
more team oriented players to 
get a leg up on the competition 
that they did not have in previ-
ous games. For example, play-
ers can choose to be awarded 
support specified killstreaks 
such as ballistic vests instead 
of a predator missile. 
   For those of you who like 
Mountain Dew and Doritos, 
the new double XP (experi-
ence) promotion that gives 
players double XP when they 
buy specially marked products 
will be awesome. 
   The new weapon progres-

lyrics often allude to imagery 
that is much more bitter-
sweet, albeit without much 
prowess.
   Their album covers have 
changed as well, the crisply 
defined imagery in ear-
lier albums has given way to 
“Mylo Xyloto’s” indulgent and 
vivid cover, that focuses much 
more on textures and ambigu-
ous feelings. In a way, this 
is symbolic of the way their 
music has evolved as well.
   In that respect, “Mylo 
Xyloto” has brought Coldplay 
a long way. They are a band 
with the sort of international 
bearing that few other groups 
can compare with. Unfortu-
nately this has a lot to do with 
why “Xyloto” doesn’t succeed 
as an album. They’re leaving 
their past behind without an 
original next step.
   Where other notable bands 
tend to challenge their listen-
ers, Coldplay aims to please. 
By far their most pop al-
bum, Eno has removed their 
restraint and allowed Martin 
and Co. to indulge themselves 
to the point where they lose 

what has made them genuine.
   They’re not afraid to use 
other’s compositional ideas 
work if it means a hit, tak-
ing the piano part of Peter 
Allen’s “I Go to Rio” to form 
the catchy hook on “Every 
Teardrop is a Waterfall”. This 
technique had been the sub-
ject of a lawsuit in “Viva La 
Vida”; this time around their 
sources have earned a place in 
the liner notes.
   The title “Mylo Xyloto” has 
no meaning, the band has 
admitted as much in inter-
views. It sounds nice, but has 
no significance to the band 
or its members, and it’s left 
to the listener to interpret its 
meaning. Their songs seem 
to be written under the same 
pretense. “At the end of the 
day, I’m still a slave to catchy 
songs,” Martin admitted in a 
recent interview with Pitch-
fork Media. In its effort to 
please the crowds, Coldplay 
seems to have forgotten its 
voice.

Coldplay Publicity Photo/Parlophone
Coldplay has continued to evolve their sound on their newest 
album.

Courtesy Of IGN Courtesy Of DICE

sion system is a great addition 
to multiplayer.  Players can 
practice with a weapon and 
improve its skills as well as 
theirs.  Players can unlock new 
camouflages, weapon perks – 
such as Kick; which reduces 
recoil and Stability; which 
reduces weapon sway. When 
your weapon reaches level 31 
you unlock golden camouflage 
for your weapon and you can 
move on to the next one.
   The prestige system is go-
ing to be a long trek for some 
in MW3. There are 10 levels of 
prestige and 80 sublevels for 
each one. When a player de-
cides to prestige they lose all 
their guns, perks, and equip-
ment. 
   To make up for these losses, 
Infinity Ward developed a new 
section of multiplayer called 
the prestige shop. Here, play-
ers can spend COD tokens on 
double XP or weapons. 
   Spec Ops is pretty average 
compared to the multiplayer 
and Campaign. One addition 
however, did catch my eye. 
The new survival modes re-
quires a player and up to three 
friends to work together to 
fend off endless waves of ene-
mies. This game mode is awe-
some and can get very heated. 
   This game is endless; the last-
ing effect of multiplayer and 
survival mode will keep people 
playing for years to come.

The PLR is led and funded by 
a very unexpected enemy who 
later begins another war.
   The game also offers some 
of the highest quality graph-
ics possible. Everything from 
the players, to the weapons, 
to the landscape is detailed to 
make the entire game a visual 
work of art. There is also very 
smooth character movement 
with minimal glitches.
   Another key component that 
really makes the game stand 
out is its vast amount of weap-
ons to choose from. Each team 
has their own set of four class-
es and each class contains up 
to eight different weapons, all 
with multiple upgrades.
   There are also five differ-
ent online multiplayer game 
modes including Rush, Con-
quest and multiple types of 
Team Deathmatch. Rush and 
Conquest are very objective 
lead games that take a lot 
of focus and effort while the 
Deathmatch game styles are 
more laid back and give the 
gamer much more freedom 
and relaxed fun.
   Battlefield 3 also has one of 
the greatest vehicle selections 
for a first person shooter. It’s 
rare to find a game with high 
quality vehicles that do not 
give one team a major advan-
tage over the other team but 
Battlefield 3 nailed it. Another 
point the designers hit per-
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Student Life

Inked and Underaged

Photo By Dylan Dulberg
Senior Brendan Keyes shows the tattoo on his back which 
displays his love for his deceased father.

Patrick Kelly
Staff Writer
pkelly@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior Spends Early 
Mornings Rowing 
on the Detroit River 
   It’s quarter to four. The alarm 
blares and she’s up.
   She begins the day with a jolt 
of caffeine. Then it’s breakfast, 
in the car and finally, the river. 
   The murky river- the one 
with all the myths and leg-
ends- home to dead zones and 
imagined dead bodies- the De-
troit River. 
   In her eyes, there’s nothing 
but strength. She doesn’t think 
of the exhausting practices, the 
hours upon hours of weight 
lifting and cross training. It’s 
all power. It’s all strength. 
   Her body goes through the 
motions, her mind echoing the 
words of her coxswain. Row, 
row, row repeat. Row, row, 
row, repeat.
   She’s Lexie Hamilton and 
she sits in the number 8 seat on the port side in her boat. She’s 
a rower and lives to feel the soft waves beneath her as she and 
the rest of her team pull for that number one finish. 
   “[All the work] pays off in the long run,” Hamilton said. “When 
you’re in that boat and all you hear is the perfect timing of the 
oar locks snapping together it’s worth it.” 
   She dreams of this sport, at night whilst she’s asleep or during 
classes while she’s supposed to be practicing the latest math 
equation or rhetorical mode. She thinks back to the times when 
she’s been hit with an oar, a pain that she equates to a baseball 
bat slamming on her back, or when she’s caught crabs on the 
tip of one, a term known to rowers as “crabbing”. 
   She began rowing two years ago, as something to do. What 
she hadn’t known was how it would become so much more. It 
would become her passion- her possible future. 
   “I did it and I loved it,” Hamilton said.  “I haven’t stopped 
since. Rowing is something that allows me to clear my mind.”
   This Seaholm junior is hopeful to sign with the University 
of Texas or Michigan State in the fall, but she’s not picky. She 
wants to row in college- that’s all she knows.  She doesn’t care 
that she has to give up her weekends, her mornings and her life. 
For Hamilton, it’s worth it. 
   “You have to push everything else- no TV, no Facebook, no 
phone,” Hamilton said. “You don’t have a life if you row, you 
just don’t.  It’s impossible.” 
   Rowing consists of two events, sculling and sweeping. The 
former has two oars and less people, the latter just one oar and 
more people, up to eight. Hamilton prefers to sweep. 
   She’s at the Detroit Boat Club six days a week, alternating 
between mornings and evenings. She’s either there when the 
stars are the only light in the sky, or when the sun is dipped low 
on the western horizon. 
   “Morning practices are my favorite,” Hamilton said. “When 
you’re done, you feel like you’ve done so much in your day be-
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Junior Lexie Hamilton at a rowing practice on the Detroit River, where she sits in the num-
ber 8 seat on the port side of the boat.

   When former Seaholm stu-
dent Ted Splittstoesser sat 
down in the tattoo parlor last 
year for the first time, he knew 
exactly what he was getting 
himself into.  He meticulously 
planned out what his tattoos 
would look like and where they 
would be so he could prepare 
himself for permanent ink.
   “It took me a year to plan the 
tattoos, I won’t regret them, 
I think a lot before I ever get 
one,” Splittstoesser said.
   His several tattoos, located 
on his arms, chest, and back 

have cost him upwards of 
$1200 and over 12 hours in 
the tattoo parlor.  Splittstoess-
er has plans to get more tat-
toos in the future and overall 
he has received a positive re-
action about his tattoos from 
his friends and family.
“Most of my friends loved 
them and all family except my 
mother loved them as well, 
[and] everyone got used to 
them quickly,” Splittstoesser 
said.
   Another Seaholm student, 
Brendan Keyes, got a tattoo on 
his back right below his neck. 
His tattoo displays two hands 
holding a rosary reading: “In 
loving memory.” It is meant to 
display the love he has for his 
father, who passed away, and 
to be a reminder that he will 

never forget him.  
   “I got it for the sole purpose 
of my dad and it means a lot to 
me,” said Keyes.
   While both Splittstoesser  
and  Keyes obtained their 
tattoos legally, Birmingham 
police Deputy Chief Mark 
Clemence said there are legal 
repercussions for  minors (un-
der the age of 18) who get tat-
toos without parental consent.
  “Having a tattoo under the 
age of eighteen without par-
ent’s consent is in violation 
of the public health care code 
section 333.13102,” said Clem-
ence. “ If convicted, violators 
will receive a misdemeanor.” 
   Royal Oak Tattoo, which spe-
cializes in body ink and pierc-
ings, regularly has high school 
customers.   Store employee, 
Andrea Farmer explains that 
they uphold the strict state tat-
too laws for minors looking to 
get inked.
   “We have some [minors] 
come in about four to six times 
a month and they always have 
a parent present with various 
other personal information 
like a birth certificate in or-
der to get the art they want,” 
Farmer said.
   Farmer also said Royal Oak 
tattoo is also committed to 
providing client satisfaction 
and therefore entails custom-
ers to schedule appointments 
to design tattoos in advance.
 “We require scheduled ap-
pointments with an artist to 
get your tattoo done correctly 
and efficiently,” said Farmer.
   However, customer satisfac-
tion is not always guaranteed 
for the long term, and if some-
one gets a regrettable tattoo, 
they might have to go through 
the expensive and painful pro-
cess of tattoo removal.
   Oakland Aesthetic Dermatol-

ogy offers the service of tattoo 
removal, and a doctor at the 
clinic, Barry Auster, said the 
pain of removal varies with 
different kinds for tattoos. 
   “We use a machine called the 
Alexandrite, which is a laser 
that basically erases the body 
ink. It can be painful depend-
ing on the detail and size of the 
tattoo, but normally is not that 
bad,” said Dr. Auster.
   Not only can tattoos cause 
damage to one’s bank account, 
but also damage to one’s body 
as complications from getting 
a tattoo can be fatal.  
   According to the Mayo Clin-
ic, tattoos can cause a variety 
of skin infections and other 
complications because they 
breach the skin.  
   Common health risks are al-
lergic reactions to the tattoo 
dye and bacterial infections 
“characterized by swelling, 
pain, and pus-like drainage.”  
Other skin problems include 
bumps called Granulomas 
which commonly form around 
tattoo ink and keloids which 
form from the overgrowth of 
scar tissue.
   While these infections are of-
ten treatable, tattoos can also 
cause fatal bloodborne dis-
eases like Heptatitis B and C, 
HIV, and Tetanus.  These dis-
eases are contracted when the 
equipment used for the tattoos 
is contaminated with infected 
blood.
   Auster acknowledges the 
health risks caused by tattoos 
and believes that, while it is 
the customer’s choice, it may 
not be worth the risk.
   “Getting a tattoo is very stu-
pid in my opinion, but it’s the 
customer’s choice to put them-
selves at risk whether it’s a 
very minor or major risk,” said 
Auster.

To Skip 
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   Junior Elaina Brown sits in Honors Physics, going over 
numbers and equations in her head, waiting for the unit test 
to be handed out, one that she has known about for weeks. 
   But when she looks around at the empty seats around her, 
she wonders where her fellow classmates are. 
   “These people just need to suck it up and take the freaking 
test [at the] right time,” Brown said. 
   To Brown, it makes no sense for her peers to skip class on 
the day of a test. 
   “Most of the time, because they’ve known about the test 
as long as everyone else has, and if they haven’t studied 
enough by the time of the [real] test time, then they probably 
won’t study enough by the time they actually take it,” she 
said. “And then they usually complain about having to wake 
up early to go to the testing center even though it was their 
choice to begin with.”
   In a Highlander survey of 100 students, 36% admitted to 
skipping class on the day of a test. To some students, like 
Brown, this is not acceptable. 
   “I think [skipping a test] is super unfair to the people that 
do not get extra time to study,” senior Robbie Grenn said. 
   Senior Christy Wells agreed. 
   “I think it’s disrespectful to the teacher and other stu-
dents,” Wells said. “Some teachers would consider it cheat-
ing.”
   Ironically, 100% of students polled said they had never 
been disciplined by a teacher or administrator for skipping 
class on the day of a test. 
   60% of students surveyed said their parents would call 
them out on the day of a test. 
   Science teacher Renee Moore sees this issue every day. 
   “Some parents are willing to excuse their son or daughter, 
and the parents who aren’t, it’s an unexcused absence, which 
means the kid gets a zero,” she said. “So it all depends on if 
your parent will excuse you or not.”
   Moore’s policy for making up tests is concrete, unless a 
conflict arises. 
   “If the student is excused, they have two days to make it 
up in the test make up center, unless for whatever reason 
there’s conflict, then they have to see me,” Moore said. “If it’s 
an unexcused absence, then it’s a zero.”
   She is very aware that students skip class on the day of a 
test. 
   “I’ve had students that I know skipped but their parents 
excuse it afterwards when they found out it was the day of 
a test,” Moore said.  “My problem is that kids don’t spend 
more time studying for [the test], [so] they’re better off just 
taking it that day.”
   Junior Jake Martin agreed.
   “I feel like a lot of times one more day of studying doesn’t 
make a huge difference, so it’s not really worth it,” Martin 
said. “If you plan your time well, you can always find an 
extra 15 to 30 minutes to study.”
   While the extra time students take to study may be insig-
nificant now, clinical psychologist Elizabeth Robbins said it 
could affect students’ future performance.  
   “Well I think that the biggest risk is [that] students won’t 
set and stick to a deadline,” Robbins said. “If they don’t get 
used to it in high school, they won’t do it in college or the 
work place. You could lose your job or get a bad write-up.”
   In addition, Robbins said when parents call their children 
out, it allows the child to be coddled. 
   “The biggest problem is that when parents call their chil-
dren out of tests, it stops the child from getting a natural 
consequence,” she said. 

   Still, some students find no harm in making a test up at a 
later date. 
   “I don’t necessarily have a feeling about [skipping a test], 
but I have done it numerous times,” senior John Smith* 
said. “I don’t find it inappropriate.”
   Junior Sarah Adams* thinks skipping a test can be accept-
able, depending on the situation. 
   “I think it depends on the circumstances,” Adams said. 
“Say someone has two projects due and tons of homework 
on top of that and then the test. It’s understandable to miss 
because your [homework] load makes you incapable of 
studying properly. On the other hand, if it’s just a bad case 
of procrastination then it isn’t fair to those who worked hard 
and studied to be prepared on the day of the test.” 
   Many students just find the process of making a test up to 
be painful, forcing them to be prepared on the actual day of 
the test. 
   “I’m not that bad about [skipping tests] because I hate go-
ing in the next morning to take it, because then I just have to 
wake up even earlier,” senior Lily Cooper* said. “I’d rather 
just skip a day with no tests.”
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There are many tests awaiting students in the early morn-
ing testing center because some students would rather 
have an extra day to study and get a better grade.
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fore anybody else has even gotten up.”
   Practices are, on average, two and a half hours long, some-
times more, sometimes less. The fall, spring and summer are 
racing seasons and the winter is dedicated to training. It con-
sists of four mile runs around Belle Isle, hour long abs sessions 
and rowing machines.   
   Her coach is an ex parole officer, a man who’s tough but fair. 
   “My coach is cool,” Hamilton said. “He’s hard on all of us. But 
he’s a good coach. He knows what he’s doing; he rowed for a 
long time.”
   She doesn’t eat many carbohydrates. She’s on an all protein 
diet, with fruits and vegetables thrown into the mix. 
    Lori Hamilton, Lexie’s mother, believes that rowing shapes 
the character of the athlete.   
   “I think it really fosters independence for the kids. It’s a very 
demanding sport in terms of time, commitment and just re-
sponsibility,” Lori Hamilton said. “They learn a lot about time 
management, not to mention just the physical aspects of the 
sport itself.” 
   Lexie agrees. 
   “It takes a lot out of you, but you get a lot from it too,” she said. 
“You keep on pushing yourself and pushing yourself. It teaches 
you how to prioritize.”
   She has races every weekend, a full day event with hours be-
tween races. 
   “You can wait hours before you do your race, you can race a 
race and then wait three hours until your next one,” Hamilton 
said. “Or even just wait six hours until your first race. It can be 
a long time, or you can have back to back races and that’s hard.” 
   At the end of the day, after the countless hours she commits 
to this sport daily, weekly, yearly, she collapses in her bed. She 
sleeps as the hands on her clock keep ticking, counting down 
the seconds before it all begins again. It’s quarter to four. The 
alarm blares and she’s up. 
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   Ugly, useless, freak, fat and unworthy. 
   These were the words followed her every-
where she went. 
   At school.
   At home.
   Everywhere.
   She couldn’t escape. 
   Convinced she needed to find something to 
relieve the pain, she began to cut her wrists. 
But one day the pain got so intense that Lauren 
Smith*, a Seaholm student, considered ending 
it all.
   Smith isn’t alone in her depression or suicid-
al thoughts. According to a 2009 study by the 
National Youth Violence Prevention Resource 
Center, 1 of 5 teens has thought of suicide and 
1 of every 12 teens has attempted suicide in the 
past year.
   On October 25th,Denis Rozema, adolescent 
therapist and former Seaholm crisis counselor, 
spoke on an assembly on teen suicide. Rozema 
believes that it is key for people to recognize 
that Birmingham is not absent of depressed 
teens with suicidal thoughts.
   “Just because it’s Birmingham doesn’t mean 
[teen suicide and depression] is different 
here,” Rozema said, “It actually makes it a little 
worse.” 
   According to Rozema, the teens in the Bir-
mingham community often struggle with de-
pression or suicidal thoughts because elements 
that are present in every community, like a his-
tory of depression in the family, can combine 
with the common pressures put on teens in the 
Birmingham community and overwhelm the 
student.
    “There is academic pressure, with kids trying 
to get into a good college, and social pressure 
with kids trying to look good and fit in and if 
these factors are combined with a history of 
depression in the family, there is no escape,” 
Rozema said.
    Rozema believes that realizing teen suicide 
and depression are problems in the Birming-
ham community is an important concept. 
Sophomore Olivia Kurajian investigated the 
current problem with teen suicide and wrote 
a research paper entitled “Solutions” indepen-
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dently and ending up using it for a Flex writ-
ing assignment. She also attempted to create 
a blogging suicide prevention forum, but was 
unable to get it to work properly.
   “Teen suicide is not something to be painted 
over, shielded from view, or left unnoticed,” 
Kurajian said in her teen suicide research pa-
per.
   Rozema said that problems arise when par-
ents neglect to realize that their child has a 
problem with depression, substance abuse, 
cutting, or any destructive behavior that could 
ultimately lead to a suicide attempt.
   “Sometimes parents don’t want to admit that 
their kid has a problem and they wait until 
something bad actually happens to deal with 
it,” Rozema said.
   Kurajian also recognizes that it is difficult for 
kids to come to adults and seek help when they 
are feeling depressed, stressed, or even sui-
cidal. 
   “At this critical point in growing up many 
teens refuse to seek help from their elders be-
cause that’s not cool,” Kurajian said in her re-
search paper, “consulting adults on anything 
harmful around us could be the difference be-
tween life and death.” 
    Rozema said that his time working as the 
crisis counselor at Seaholm brought him to re-
spect a student who could recognize a problem 
in themselves or someone they knew.
   From my time as a crisis counselor I learned 
to respect kids who could come down to my of-
fice and admit that there is a problem and tried 
look for a way to solve that problem,” Rozema 
said.
   Rozema believes that teens reaching out to 
other teens that seem down or depressed is 
extremely important. According to the ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Counseling and Personnel 
Services in Ann Arbor, MI web site 93% of stu-
dents would reach out to a friend as opposed 
to an adult.
   Sophomore Eliana Barwinski said that friends 
simply asking her if she is ok and telling her 
they care about her made a huge difference to 
her when she was going through hard times in 
her life.
   “A lot of times people don’t seem like they 
want help but it really makes a difference in the 
end,” Barwinski said, “Even if people don’t act 

like they want help you should still reach out.”
   According to Rozema, a prominent change in 
a friend’s behavior indicates it is time to reach 
out and make them realize that someone cares 
about them.
    “When, all the sudden, your friend isn’t there 
anymore and they say things like they don’t 
feel like it or     they don’t care, it’s a sign some-
thing is wrong,” said Rozema.
   The current crisis counselor, Sherree Wil-
son said that other key warnings side include 
talking about dying, recent loss, change in per-
sonality, change in behavior, change in sleep 
patterns, change in eating habits, fear of losing 
control, low self esteem, and no hope for the 
future. However, these are only the most com-
mon signs, Wilson believes it is important to 
seek help with any minor concern of suicide.
    “It is not always obvious when someone is 
thinking about suicide,” Wilson said.  “If a 
friend or family has any concerns, they should 
always seek help.”
   Rozema said that these signs are especially 
important to watch out for in the Birmingham 
community because it’s so easy for kids to be-
come disconnected.
   “Because it is a wealthier community, both 
parents might work or be gone and the kid is 
home all alone,” Rozema said. “It’s too easy for 
kids to isolate themselves.”
   Kurajian says it is always important to offer 
compliments and reassurance when someone 
is feeling down.
    “Offering kind words to others and helping 
to inspire the lively teenagers around us could 
spare the families and friends of a teenager,” 
Kurajian said in her research paper.
    According to Smith, the kind words of her 
family and friends are the reason she is still 
her today. She was able to look inside herself 
and realize that there are so many great things 
about her.
   “Now I think I’m beautiful, not because I’m 
conceited, but because I finally allowed my in-
ner beauty to be the thing that defines me,” 
Smith* said.

*Name has been changed by request of 
student for personal reasons

The Deadly Silence
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Trying to find the right college can be stressful. Students 
have to look at all of the different aspects of the college 
through books, the web or the actually going to visit. 

Bullying  
         Cont. from page1

   Seaholm senior Kristen Thut 
has been searching for the 
‘right’ college since the begin-
ning of her junior year.  Many 
campus tours, information 
sessions, and conversations 
with college students later, 
Thut is still unsure of what 
school she wants to attend 
next year.  
   While Thut has cut down 
her list of potential schools 
to around five, she said she 
will have to take a careful look 
again at each of the schools 
she is accepted to again before 
making a decision.
   “I would definitely go back 
again because I think there is 
something to be said that’s a 
lot different when you visit a 
campus as an accepted stu-
dent compared to being a pro-
spective student,” Thut said.
  Seaholm counselor Brian 
Flatter agrees. He said that the 
first step in the college search 
is to visit campuses and de-
cide what college lifestyle feels 

right for students.
  “You definitely need to take 
a physical visit, go to the cam-
pus see what it feels like,” said 
Flatter.  “It is a financial com-
mitment [so] you need to find 
out if you want to live on cam-
pus and how far away from 
home you want to be.”
   Former Seaholm student 
Sara Cook, who is now a soph-
omore at Michigan State Uni-
versity, said students should 
also try to find a school that 
complies with their academic 
interests.  
   “High school seniors should 
really think about what it is 
that they want out of their col-
lege experience,” said Cook.  
“If a school doesn’t offer a 
particular major program or 
extracurricular they are inter-
ested in, then forget it. There 
are plenty of other schools out 
there.”
   2011 Seaholm graduate Cody 
Weinberger chose to attend 
the University of Chicago be-
cause of its prestigious ecology 
program and also because it 
allowed an out of state experi-
ence while still being close to 

home.  
   While Weinberger visited 
UChicago, as well as the other 
schools he was accepted to, he 
has had a difficult time adjust-
ing to the  not predicted work-
load.  
   “I expected it to be chal-
lenging, but it is much more 
academically rigorous than 
I had imagined. I am gener-

ally up until 4-6 a.m. doing 
homework or studying and 
don’t do much besides study 
and work,” said Weinberger. 
“I thought I would have more 
free time than I actually do.”
   While Weinberger said it is 
too early to tell if attending 
UChicago was the wrong de-
cision, he does have some re-
grets about the decision mak-

ing process. 
   “Sometimes I question 
whether the tuition difference 
is worthwhile than if I went 
in-state and I do miss many of 
my friends,” said Weinberger.  
“I wish I had stayed overnight 
with someone at (University 
of Michigan), as I liked the 
campus a lot more when I re-
cently visited and stayed with 
a friend.”
   However, if you do not have 
the opportunity to stay over-
night with someone at a col-
lege you are interested in, 
there are other ways to get a 
more personal feel of what a 
school is like.  
   College and Roeper High 
School Counselor and au-
thor of “College is Yours,” Pat 
O’Connor, thinks a great way 
to find out if a school is right 
for you is conferring with for-
mer high school classmates.
   “Find out if anyone from 
your high school is going to 
that college,” said O’Connor.  
“If they are, see if you can talk 
to them during your visit, or 
meet up with them when they 
are home on vacation. Even if 

you didn’t know this person 
well, they can tell you about 
the college, how it’s different 
from Seaholm, what surprised 
them, etc.”
   Additionally O’Connor said 
seniors should take advantage 
of Admitted Student programs 
when deciding between colleg-
es they have been accepted to.
   “If the college offers an Ad-
mitted Student program, 
think about going—this is the 
chance to meet your fellow 
classmates, and that’s a big 
part of a successful adjustment 
to college,” O’Conner said.
   Former Seaholm Student 
and a current West Point 
sophomore, Calla Glavin, be-
lieves the most important 
thing about deciding where to 
go for college is making your 
own decision.
 “Choose what’s best for you, 
not what your parents want, 
or what your coaches want, 
or what your friends want,” 
Glavin said. 

-the Highlander the revised bill will have no 
problem passing the Senate. 
   “I feel very strongly that every school 
in Michigan should have an anti-bullying 
policy,” Jones told the Highlander. 
   Junior Christina Ancog doesn’t think that 
Seaholm will be impacted by this new bill at 
all.
   “I don’t think it’s going to affect Seaholm 
that much,” Ancog said. 
   Assistant principal Deb Boyer also believes 
that this will have no effect on Seaholm. 
   “My perspective on the bullying legislation 
just passed, and this is without having read 
the front print, is to say it probably isn’t going 
to have a great effect here because frankly we 
have district policy that’s already stronger 
than what’s been passed,” Boyer said. “So 
we’ve had a zero tolerance policy, any time a 
student reports then we will follow up on the 
harassment issue from both sides.” 
   The policy she talked about it is listed as 
“5517.01-Bullying and Other Aggressive 
Behavior Towards Students” on the Birming-
ham Public Schools Bylaws and Policies.  
The policy clearly identifies what is consid-
ered bullying. It can be physical, verbal and 
psychological. It encourages students to 

report any case of aggressive behavior against 
anyone. 
   The policy also gives possible consequences 
for these acts.  The policy highlights that stu-
dents, who commit these acts, can be expelled 
or even referred to law enforcement officials. 
   The Senate was specifically created in honor 
of Matt Epling, a teen who reportedly took his 
own life in 2002 due to never ending bullying 
and constant harassment he received from 
his peers.
   After hearing the clause was added to the 
bill that allowed bullying under moral or reli-
gious  reasons, Kevin Epling, Epling’s father, 
was upset and believed this new clause di-
minished the purpose of the what the Epling 
family tried to include in the bill.
   “They kind of snuck in this extra paragraph, 
really kind of setting apart kids that feel their 
religious beliefs, their moral convictions, ba-
sically, can allow them to bully,” said, Kevin 
Epling to the ABC News on November 4. 
“That one paragraph, though, negates most of 
the things that we tried to put in.”
   According to Jones, Democrats in the Sen-
ate had no negative comments about the 
clause when it was first introduced on the bill. 
He said that they only opposed the bill to get 
the media’s attention. 
   “Unfortunately, the minority leader Gretch-
en Whitmer [D-Taylor] decided to publicize 
the bill and get national media,” Jones told 
the Highlander.  “I understand why she did it. 
It wasn’t necessary, in fact it was ridiculous.”
   However Whitmer’s communications direc-
tor, Robert McCann, defended the Demo-
cratic senators and said that the bill got the 
media’s attention because of its ridiculous-
ness. 
   “Giving bullies an excuse of how to get away 
with it is simply wrong, that’s what really 
captured people’s attention,” McCann told 
the Highlander. 

“I feel very strongly 
that every school 

in Michigan should 
have an anti-

bullying policy.”

- Rick Jones



  Over my years as a Seaholm sports fan, I have 
been through the ups and downs. I have seen 
state championship contenders and I have also 
seen teams that have struggled to win only one 
game.
  But there has been one thing that I have seen 
too many times as a Seaholm fan, and that is 
seeing good teams lose to private schools in the 
playoffs. 
   In this past fall season, we all witnessed two 
great sports teams exit the state playoffs early 
due to their draw.
  One of those teams was the varsity girls’ vol-
leyball team, who finished the regular season 
33-18-3 and, according 
to maxpreps.com, ranked 
ninth in the state. 
  Their reward for this 
great regular season suc-
cess, a match against 
Marian, the winner of the 
last two state champions 
and, according to max-
preps.com, the number 
two team in the state. 
  The Maples fought val-
iantly, but in the end, it 
was Marian who ended up winning the game, 
just like the last two years when the Maples 
were eliminated by the eventual state champi-
ons.
  Another Seaholm fall sports team that saw 
their season end abruptly was the boys’ soccer 
team. 
  The 2011 team will be remembered for win-
ning the first OAA Blue League Championship 
in Seaholm history, but they will also have to 
cope with the fact that despite their talented 
team, they were only able to make it to the sec-
ond round of the playoffs.
   The opponent that they lost to was Brother 
Rice, the private high school down the street. 
  Although both of these teams had remark-
able regular seasons and had great athletes 
(including a couple division one athletes), both 
of them were eliminated early then they had 
hoped because of being pinned up against pri-
vate schools.
  Although public schools and private schools 
are both in the same division, the athletic at-
mosphere is completely different at these in-
stitutions.
  For instance, at Seaholm, the school is com-
posed of students that live in the Birmingham 
school district. The district includes residents 
of Birmingham, and small parts of Troy, 
Bloomfield and Southfield.
  The Seaholm athletic department doesn’t get 
to choose their student athletes. This is where 
the private schools get their extra leverage in 
athletic competition. 
  There are students who are recruited from 
all over southeastern Michigan to play sports 
at these schools, and when they enroll at these 
private schools, they know that they are go-
ing to be playing sports in a much more highly 
competitive atmosphere.
  That is how private schools are able to be so 
good at sports. Because they have the ability 
to recruit players and don’t have to use a spe-
cific district, they are able to build up peren-
nial powerhouses that the public schools can-
not beat.
  So if these schools are so good at sports, and 
the public schools don’t have the ability to beat 
them because of reasons out of their control, 
the question comes up: Why are they compet-
ing in the same divisions when it comes to the 
playoffs?
  It is very difficult for a public school to build 
a program that could ever contend with these 
perennial powerhouses, so the public schools 
are being placed at an unfair position.
  Why don’t they make a separate divisional 
playoff for public and private schools?
   A few years ago when I was attending a MIPA 
camp at Michigan State University, I spoke 
with the MHSAA Executive Director Jack Rob-
erts on the matter.
   He claimed that the main reason that they 
have all high schools in one division is be-
cause “They would rather have them [private 
schools] with us than against us.”
   That meaning that he would be worried about 
what they would do if they were on their own 
and not members of the MHSAA. 
   I wouldn’t care if they weren’t part of the MH-
SAA.
   I  would much rather have them be off on 
their own instead of beating public schools that 
are at a disadvantage because they don’t have 
the ability to pick and choose their athletes.
  The 2009 BU Lacrosse team made it to the 
state semi-finals for division one. The other 
three teams that joined them in the semis were 
U of D, Catholic Central, and Brother Rice. 
   If there was playoffs separate from the pri-
vate schools, we would most likely have a state 
championship banner for the 2009 Lacrosse 
team.
   Who knows? Maybe this year’s volleyball 
team could have gone all the way too?
   We won’t ever know these answers until the 
MHSAA finally decides that the right decision 
is to make separate divisions for public schools 
and private schools.
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Volleyball Loses in District Final
John Glazier
Staff Writer
jglazier@seaholmhighlander.com

they ever needed.
 According to maxpreps.com, before 
the game, Seaholm was ranked the number 
nine team in the state and Marian came in at 
number two.  Marian doesn’t have as many 
division one players had they had in the past, 
ensuing the optimism that came from the 
Seaholm team.
Senior outside hitter Annie Sevec said the 
Maples were prepared, and the fact that they 
couldn’t finish the game was a definite prob-
lem.
“Marian is a good team every year, but they 
didn’t do anything we weren’t expecting on 
Friday,” Sevec said.  “We just couldn’t finish 
our game, which had been a struggle for us 
throughout the season.”
Senior Georgia State beach volleyball commit 
Sara Olivova explained her frustration about 
the loss.
“I wanted to win more than anything, but 
things just didn’t go our way,” Olivova said.  
“Marian is not the team they were in the past, 
they are still very good but they were beatable.  
Unfortunately we didn’t find a way to take ad-
vantage of it.”
A district championship would have been nice 
for the Maples, but according to the team, the 
most important thing to them was that they 
had a memorable season highlighted with great 
team chemistry and an overall record of 33-18.
Coach Heather Lippert thought that the season 
was still a good one, even with the loss to end 

their season.
“It was a successful season even though it 
didn’t turn out how we would have liked,” Lip-
pert said.  “The girls gave it their all.”
Gave it their all they did.  No matter what the 
score was, the players were determined to nev-
er give up.  It was evident on their faces that 
they wanted to play every point as their last, 
because for most seniors, it is.
The only two players who are for certain con-
tinuing their volleyball careers are seniors 
Paige Neuenfeldt, and Sara Olivova.
“For most of us seniors that will be our last 
time ever that we get to play volleyball compet-
itively, and it’s a scary thought,” Varlese said.  
“It’s weird that it’s all over.”
Sevec firmly believes that the team shouldn’t 
be disappointed in the slightest.
“We shouldn’t hang our heads on the season, 
because it was a great one,” Sevec said.
From the average fan, you normally might not 
be able to tell how close a team truly is during 
a game.  This doesn’t stand true from this 2011 
Seaholm Maple volleyball team.  The smiles 
and hugs during games make it evident that 
this team was close knit, and from the looks of 
it is hard to find this bond for a team.
Varlese said it best when commenting on the 
bond for this team.
“We were teammates, best friends, and fam-
ily,” Varlese said.

   The Seaholm men’s swim team has high 
hopes for the 2011-2012 season. 
   The team won the Division 2 MHSAA State 
Championship last March and with a prospec-
tive second state championship in sight the 
coaches and swimmers are prepared to do 
what it takes to win. 
   “In order to swim fast in the meets you have 
to swim fast in practice,” head coach Tom Wyl-
lie said.
   The team has lost six state qualifying seniors, 
including Spencer Rogers, who took home 
2nd place in the 50 freestyle, Nick Wyllie, who 
placed 4th in the 200 freestyle, and distance 
freestyler Patrick Sheppell.
   Rogers is now swimming at Ohio State Uni-
versity and the team hopes to make up for this 
loss with junior Addison Williams, sophomore 
Mike Shaben, and incoming freshman sprinter 
Enrique Hernandez.
   “Even though we lost some talent, our fresh-
men will have no problem making up the dif-
ference,” senior captain Daniel Girdler said. 
“[The freshmen are] very strong and have so 
much potential to be even stronger.”
   The team has high expectations for the in-
coming freshman boys class.
    Girdler placed 11th in the 500 freestyle at 
last year’s state championships and his young-
er brother, sophomore Alec, placed 4th. The 
brothers will help to keep the team’s distance 
department strong in the upcoming season. 
   “We will be the underdogs [in the State cham-
pionships] but there is not a doubt in my mind 
we can win again,” Daniel Girdler said.

Chelsea Abbott
Staff Writer
cabbott@seaholmhighlander.com

The volleyball team’s promising post-season 
came to a disappointing end November 4, 
when the Maples fell to No. 1 seed Marian in 
the district final 3-0.  
   University of North Carolina commit Paige 
Neuenfeldt exchanged back and forth spikes 
with Marian senior star Kari Fidelholtz.
  After the heartbreaking game one loss, some 
of the players admitted it was hard to come 
back afterwards.  One of them was senior 
Grace Varlese.
“We played very well the first game, but once 
they won that one we lost some of our fire,” 
Varlese said.
The Maples came out with passion in game 
two, diving all over the court to make plays.  In 
a rough game, the Maples dropped it 25-14.  
“We were ready to win the second game,” Var-
lese said.  “But we got off to a slow start, it was 
hard to dig ourselves out once they started to 
get a run.”
With a final chance to make a comeback, 
Seaholm was just out of gas and dropped the 
third game to the number 2 ranked Mustangs, 
25-15.
The varsity volleyball team came in more than 
ready to knock off the reigning state champi-
ons from Marian High School last Friday.  In 
front of a rowdy and large student section, the 
team had more motivation in that gym than 

   The team’s main competition will come from 
cross-town rival Groves High School. Groves 
has a strong senior class including Division 
Two state champions senior Noah Zamler, who 
won the 200 IM, and senior Scott Crosthwaite 
who took home first in the 500 Freestyle. 
   While Groves may have a strong group of 
upperclassmen Seaholm’s incoming freshmen 
class includes Jack Russell, a nationally ranked 
breaststroker, who along with  breastroker 
Evan Burke and backstroker Mike Lafave may 
have the strength necessary to topple the tide.

   “Our freshman class is really strong this 
year,” Russell said.
   The possibility of a second consecutive state 
championship excites the entire team.
   “I think the team has a chance to win states 
again this year,” Russell said.
    Wyllie is hoping for another successful sea-
son and another state victory.   
   “It’s very exciting to go into this season after 
winning the state championship,” Wyllie said. 

   Seaholm begins practice on November 21st. 

Photo Courtesy Of  Liz Maniaci

The Boys’ swimming team celebrates after winning the 2011 swimming state championship
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Varsity Football Ends Season with 
Loss to Top-Ranked Harrison
   After making their first playoff appearance 
since 2005, the Maples were eliminated in the 
first round of the playoffs by Farmington Hills 
Harrison 35-0 on October 28. 
   The final score does not tell the story of the 
game, as the Maples held their own through-
out most of the first half. But in the end, Har-
rison just had too much talent for the Maples 
to handle. 
   Senior linebacker Jack Apap commended the 
Maples on their effort against Harrison.
   “I feel like our whole team gave a great ef-
fort in those 48 minutes,” Apap said. “But they 
[Harrison] are the number one team in the 
state for a reason.” 
  Despite the tough defeat, Apap still had posi-
tive things to say about the season. 
   “Overall this was a great year,” Apap said. 
“We accomplished our goal of making the play-
offs in what was such an emotional year with 
Coach Deane passing.”
   This was indeed an emotional year for the 
Maples. After the passing of newly hired head 
coach Nick Deane in May, the Maples were 
forced to hire yet another football coach, their 
third hire in six months. 
  Seaholm decided to go on with Jim Pobursky 
as their head coach for the season, and he led 
the Maples to a 6-4 record and their first play-
off appearance since 2005.
   Senior offensive guard Dan Gibbs, who was 
very close to Coach Deane, said Pobursky did a 
good job filling in for the unexpectedly vacant 
coaching job.
   “Coach Po [Pobursky] did a great job filling in 
for a role that he wasn’t prepared to fill,” Gibbs 
said. “He ran the program effectively and with 

honor.” 
   In the three seasons proceeding this year, 
the Maples’ combined record was 8-19 and the 
program was not going in the right direction. 
But this group of seniors knew that they need-
ed to make the playoffs in order to change the 
mentality of the program. 
  Senior defensive end Neal Page had a good 
feeling about this team finally making the play-
offs this season. 
   “It felt like we were supposed to be there [the 
playoffs],” Page said. “Despite being the first 
appearance in five years, it felt as if we made it 

back to where we were supposed to be.”
  The class of 2014 football players have gone 
18-0 in their first two years playing high school 
football, and Pobursky is optimistic about the 
future of the program.  
   “The season was very good,” Pobursky said. 
“I’m very pleased with the direction in which 
the program is going. The JV team was 9-0 
and the freshmen were 5-4. We have got some 
things coming along that can make us better. 
If we can get them to the weight room and get 
them stronger. You can see some good things 
happen again next year.”

Peter Redebaugh
Sports Editor
predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com
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Senior wide-receiver JD Hess catches a pass in the Maples’ playoff game against Harrison.  
Seaholm went on to lose the game 35-0 in what was the teams first playoff game since 2005.

   The senior players agree with Pobursky, and 
hope that next year’s varsity team will be able 
to finish what they started.
   “The future of Seaholm football looks amaz-
ing because we have show the underclassmen 
what it is like to win,” senior defensive tackle 
Jake Badalamenti said. “Now they know that it 
is possible and hopefully they will continue on 
the legacy that we left.”
It was an emotional season for the Maples, but 
the class of 2012 seniors are pleased with the 
mark that they left on the program and the ex-
periences that they shared. 
  “I couldn’t have asked for anything more out 
of the season,” Page said. “It was a very satisfy-
ing and great way to end my career as a Maple.” 
   At first, many thought that this would be a 
one year stint for Pobursky, but after the suc-
cess of this season, he is leaning on returning 
for a second year as head coach.
  “I’m leaning heavily on coming back for an-
other year,” Pobursky said. “I’ll give it another 
year and see what we can do.”

Wrestling Enters Season with Top Ten Wrestler
Scott Anderson
Staff Writer
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Being ranked in the state’s top ten in any sport comes with 
great expectations. 
   Those expectations are exactly what Seaholm senior wres-
tler Ryan Law has coming into the 2011-2012 wrestling season, 
as he holds the ninth overall ranking in Michigan for the 135 
pound weight class. 
   Over the summer, Law found out about his ranking from 
MichiganGrappler.com. Law embraced the challenge of liv-
ing up to the preseason hype and dedicated the majority of the 
summer and all of the fall to lifting weights in preparation for 
the upcoming season. 
   “I was very happy [when I found out],” Law said. “I feel like all 
my hard work has paid off.”
   Senior captain Sam Corey has been wrestling with Law ever 
since middle school and said Law’s hard work is paying off. 
   “Ryan’s a great wrestler because he’s extremely acrobatic and 
physical,” Corey said. “He didn’t lift as much last year but he 
has a ton this year. It’ll add a completely new dimension to his 
game and I can only imagine he’ll be that much better.”
   Law finished with an individual record of 34-9 last season, 
which was the best record on the team. 
   To have success on the wrestling mat, Law doesn’t resort 
to one specific move. Instead, he keeps the opposing wrestler 
guessing as to which move he’s going to use by using an assort-
ment of different approaches. 
   “I react to what the other guy does and for the most part I have 
an approach to every situation, so I mix it up,” Law said.
   Being aggressive and applying pressure on the opponent is 
also what Law uses to be a force on the mat. 
   “Constant forward movement helps overwhelm [opposing 
wrestlers],” Law said.
   A big pressure that all wrestlers deal with is maintaining their 
target weight. Wrestlers find unorthodox ways to balance their 
weight to stay in their desired weight class and Law has a spe-
cific diet that he follows to stay within the 135 pound weight 
class.

   “I have to eat healthily and specifically so I can stay full with-
out eating a lot,” Law said. “Fiber and good fat keeps me full for 
hours without losing energy. I eat a lot of apples, oatmeal, and 
almonds for example.”
   Although he has the ninth rank in the preseason, only the top 
eight competitors in each weight class place at states. That is 
one of his main goals heading into the season.
   “Personally, I want to place at states,” Law said. “I also want 
the fellow captains to get to states, Sam Corey, Cameron Brady, 
and Nolan McPartlin.”
   At this point, Law doesn’t expect to wrestle in college, but he 
does acknowledge that he has the talent to do just so.
   “I could probably get on a team,” Law said. “I could either start 
on a D-3 team, or just be on the roster at a D-1 or D-2 school.” 
   He points to the fact that a lot of the Division 1 programs re-
cruit world class talent.
   “Wrestling is the hardest sport in the world, the kids that [Di-
vision 1 programs] recruit are like multiple time state champs,” 
Law said.
   Corey, Brady, and McPartlin are all seniors along with Law and 
each have been named captains for the upcoming season. It’ll 
be a tough task for all four of them to reach states, but they’ve 
all worked hard in the offseason both in the weight room and 
on the wrestling mat. They bring a strong sense of leadership in 
their last year with the Maples.
   Law is expected to be a catalyst for the Maples wrestling 
squad, a team which anticipates a much more successful season 
than in past years.
   “We will be much better than we have in the past,” Law said. 
“I want to get to regionals as a team.”
   The other captains also notice the team has made big strides 
heading into the season. 
   “Many guys put in more effort in the offseason than ever be-
fore,” Corey said. “We all have very high expectations for our-
selves as well as the team.”
   “I think we’ll do well,” McPartlin said. “We’ve got a great re-
turning varsity squad.”
   The Maples moved up to Division 1 as a team, so they’ll face 
some new competition this year. Teams such as Rochester Ad-
ams, Rochester, Oxford, Troy Athens, Troy, Farmington Har-

rison, and Novi Catholic Central, the state’s #1 team, are now 
on the schedule.
   The Shamrocks from Catholic Central have been top ranked 
in the state for multiple years running and the Maples know it’ll 
be a tough challenge to go up against.
   “They’re unbelievable,” Law said. “They don’t lose.”
   “Getting to states is going to be harder, especially because we 
have Catholic Central in our region,” McPartlin said. 
   Seaholm’s season officially begins November 21 and their first 
meet is December 10 against Troy and Royal Oak. 
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Senior Ryan Law prepares to attack his opponent.  Law en-
ters the season ranked ninth in his weight class.

Girls Swiming State Finals Preview

Analysis by Harrison Watt

Grosse Pointe 
South Groves HarrisonSeaholmHolland

Why They’ll Win: They return 
their entire state team from last sea-
son and add freshmen Taylor Garcia 
who could become a state champion 
in the 200 and 50 freestyle. Holland 
currently holds the top three spots in 
nearly every event. Holland also has 
one of D2’s biggest stars, Courtney 
Bartholomew, who is poised to place 
top eight in every event at states. 
Holland is seeded first in all divi-
sions in the 200 medley and the 400 
freestyle relays, and is seeded 2nd 
in all divisions behind D1 Saline in 
the 200 freestyle relay. All of which 
they lead the nearest Division 2 
competitor by large amounts. In the 
400 freestyle relay, they are seeded 
an insurmountable 9 seconds ahead 
of the closest D2 competitor, Grosse 
Point South. Side Note: The state 
championship meet will be hosted 
at Holland Aquatics Center, a virtual 
home meet for states. 
  
Vs. Seaholm: Seaholm’s clos-
est swimmer is Charlotte Yaw who 
stands 7th in the 200 freestyle, be-
hind 3rd place Holland swimmer 
Holly Morren by three seconds. 
Outside of that, Maples are stacked 
up pretty thinly against Holland 
throughout the rest of the meet. 

Why They’ll Win: GPS has put 
together a strong team thanks to 
the DeLoof sisters (Senior Allie, 
Sophomore Gabby, and Freshmen 
Catherine) who all are top eight 
in multiple events. Grosse Pointe 
South’s relays are seeded in the top 
three. 

Vs. Seaholm: Senior Emily 
Parsons sits 6th in the 50 freestyle 
behind Allie DeLoof but by a slim 
margin, though Parsons tore liga-
ments in her foot, an injury that 
has her in a walking boot though 
she is currently swimming. “I’m 
kind of day-to-day,” Parsons said. 
“I didn’t swim well at counties but 
then I went my fastest time the next 
meet.” 
They could upset Seaholm based on 
their depth in the top eight of nearly 
every event. They’re an interesting 
competitor with lots of stars that 
could unseat the 2nd place seeded 
Maples.

Why They’ll Win: Seaholm is in-
credibly balanced throughout the 
meet, but lacks the big punch you 
get with Holland and Grosse Point 
South. Parsons is an impressive 
50 freestyler. Yaw, Ella Waechter, 
and Chelsea Abbott hold down the 
middle and long distance swims. 
And Pierce is seeded to score well 
in the 100 Breast. Seaholm defeated 
Groves at the OAA Red League Meet 
scoring 388.5 points which was 
good for a league title. Groves fin-
ished second with 324.5 points.

Why They Won’t: The team lacks 
the strength in relays to overcome a 
Holland team that is frankly load-
ed. Expectations for the Swimmin’ 
Women have been high over the past 
few years, and they haven’t quite 
reached the top in the past, mostly 
due to untimely injuries. While the 
Maples are mostly healthy at this 
point, Parson’s foot is still a ques-
tion mark. state meet is two days, 
will Parsons have enough to crack 
the top eight the first day and then 
score high the next? The bad out-
weighs the good for Seaholm.

Why They’ll Win: They’re well 
coached and they bring senior All-
American Annie Lazor into the 
mix; she looks to be top two in the 
100 Breastroke and 200 Individual 
Medley, events that the Maples are 
thin in. 

Vs. Seaholm: Apart from Lazor, 
Groves struggles in the late parts of 
the meet. If Seaholm’s Natalie Pierce 
and Mykala Arnold can move into 
the top eight, they could outscore 
Lazor in the Breastroke and put the 
meet away late. Seaholm handily de-
feated Groves in their duel meet on 
October 18 and at OAA Red league 
Meet.

Why They’ll Win: While Harrison 
is known more as a football school, 
they’ve been making some noise 
in the pool lately, including an im-
pressive defeat of both Seaholm and 
Groves at the county meet. Harrison 
shouldn’t be taken lightly; they are 
right behind Seaholm in the relay 
seed times and are seeded all around 
the Maples in eight events.

Vs. Seaholm: The catch is that 
Groves and Seaholm were in the 
middle of midseason training, the 
toughest and most physically de-
manding stretch of training during 
the season, and Farmington Hills 
Harrison was well rested going into 
the county meet. Seaholm’s deep 
state team should handle the Hawks 
with ease if they swim like they nor-
mally do at states.
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