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Bridging	the	Gaps

The Highlander 
shares its opinion on 
the selfie epidemic

Even in the state’s fifth highest ranked high school, gaps in learning 
exist, as certain demographics of students fail to meet district standards. 

The Highlander 
investigates the 
risks of the recent 
hookah trend

The Highlander 
gives a day-by-day 
guide to the holiday 
season

The Highlander of-
fers freshmen  some 
advice on  surviv-
ing their first finals 
week

Allie Wright 
commits to 
Kennesaw State for 
lacrosse
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   “School is their job.”
   According to College and 
Career Counselor Judith 
Stahl, students juggle an 
adult-sized load of responsi-
bilities simply by focusing on 
their school work. 
   But if school is their first 
job, many Seaholm students 
have chosen to take on two.
   In a survey recently con-
ducted by the Highlander, 81 
percent of 65 student re-
spondents reported holding a 
part-time job.
   According to the United 
States Department of Labor, 
this number is lower nation-
ally.  A reported 26.5 percent 
of youth between the ages of 
16 and 19 and without dis-
abilities were employed in 
September 2013.
   “It teaches you the respon-
sibilities of the real world,” 
junior Noah Correll, who 
works as a bagger at Kroger, 
said.
   But with all of the respon-
sibilities high school stu-
dents already have, between 
schoolwork and extracurricu-
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lar activities, Stahl said she 
wonders how they manage 
to add work into the mix as 
well.
   “I assume you don’t have 
time,” Stahl said. “I don’t 
know how you fit in a part-
time job.” 
   “I usually do my homework 
before school or at lunch or 

just not at all,” Correll said.
   David Zawicki, owner 
of Birmingham boutiques 
Suhm-thing and Lark & Co., 

recognized the challenge 
teens face in working during 
the school months.
   “When we hire teens we 
always tell them school is 
the priority, number one, 
and their job is secondary,” 
Zawicki said. “We always ac-
commodate their schedule.”
   Zawicki says they are able 

to do this because, as a small 
business, they set their own 
hours. But many larger busi-
nesses don’t have the flexibil-

ity to accommodate teenag-
ers’ busy schedules.
   Junior Megan Jones 
worked at Premier Pet Sup-
ply during the summer, 
but had to stop working in 
September.
   “They didn’t have hours 
that worked with school 
days,” Jones said. “I just 
don’t want [a job] that makes 
it more stressful during the 
school week.”
   And many students who do 
work year-round take on sig-
nificantly fewer hours once 
fall hits.  
   This is true for Anna Tripp, 
also a junior.
   “During the summer I 
worked four days a week,” 
Tripp said. “Now I work ev-
ery Saturday from ten to six.”
   The teen preference for 
summer jobs is reflected in 
the Department of Labor’s 
statistics as well.  The nation-
al teen employment rate was 
slightly higher in June, July, 
and August 2013 (31.2, 33.3, 
and 29.4 percent, respective-
ly) than in September of the 
same year.
   At Seaholm, 40 percent 
of survey respondents who 
reported having a job said it 
was a summer job.
   That means 60 percent 
continue to work regularly 
during the school year.  Stahl 
said that it is harder for 
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   According to a Highlander survey, 48 percent of student 
respondents have a part time job, 33 percent worked a sum-
mer job, and 19 percent do not have a job at all.
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   They say a picture is worth 
a thousand words, but in 
today’s social media obsessed 
world, is a picture just worth 
a thousand “likes”? 
   Instagram users such as 
Seaholm junior Suzanna 
Grindem, often post pictures 
of pets, food, or themselves- 
known as the “selfie”.  You’ve 
seen them taken, and you’ve 
taken them, but the selfie is 
more than just a snapshot of 
your face.
   According to Psychothera-
pist Judy Doyle, it got the 
name selfie because it’s all 
about oneself.
   “It’s about attention, ‘notice 
me,’” Doyle said. “Having 
something to say and doing 
it visually. It screams notice 
me.”
   In the recent New York 
Times article, “The Selfie, 
Myself” by Jenna Wortham, 
the evolution and purpose of 
the selfie were both defined 
and explored.  
   “It signals a new frontier in 
the evolution in social media,” 
Wortham said. “At times, it 
feels largely performative, 
another way to polish public-
facing images of who we are, 
or who we’d like to appear to 
be.”
   The article also expounded 
upon the psychological basis 
for which people are inclined 

to take selfies, as told by Clive 
Thompson- technology writer 
and author of the new book 
“Smarter Than You Think: 
How Technology Is Changing 
Our Minds for the Better”. 
   “There is a primal human 
urge to stand outside of our-
selves and look at ourselves,” 
Thompson said.
   What is thought of as a 
mindless photograph of 
oneself actually has a hidden 
psychological basis. 
   “People are wrestling with 
how they appear to the rest of 
the world,” Thompson said.
“Taking a photograph is a way 
of trying to understand how 
people see you, who you are 
and what you look like, and 
there’s nothing wrong with 
that.”
   Doyle agrees with Thompson 
but thinks there is a difference 
between taking one for fun 
and posting it.
   “I think it’s a good thing to 
take pictures to see how other 
people see you. We’re social 
beings we need feedback.” 
Doyle said. “But maybe just 
me sticking my tongue out, I 
would wonder why am I post-
ing that?”
   Another thing to consider 
when posting selfies is how 
many people will actually see 
them.
   “I’m not so sure people un-
derstand how many people see 
these posts, how far it goes,” 
Doyle said. “I think they just 
think the people that can see 
are their friends.”
Grindem, a frequent Insta-

Photo by Caroline Squatrito
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   All students are presented the same infor-
mation, offered the same classes, and take the 
same test.
   But, there are still specific groups of 
students who tend to do better in school 
than others, creating what are now termed 
achievement gaps.
   “I think these achievement gaps are the 
most significant social justice issue in our 
country,” Superintendent Daniel Nerad said. 
“ They are not unique to Birmingham but 
Birmingham has its own unique story relative 
to gaps.” 
   According to Nerad, there are three main 
groups that are evident in Birmingham Public 
Schools based on district data. 
   “Our groups that we’re concerned about are 
our African American students, our students 
with disabilities, and relatively low number 
of low income students in our district,” Nerad 
said. 
   Nerad said that the way the district deter-
mines the gaps is by seeing if students have 
met a certain standard that is put forward 
every year. The standards are different for 
different age groups. Principal Dee Barash 
said that standardized tests are the main tool 
used to determine gaps at Seaholm. 
   “When we talk achievement gap data, we’re 
looking at a number of kinds of data points, 
ACT scores, MME scores, not so much per-
formance in class but more of the PLAN and 
Explore,” Barash said. 
   Barash said that beyond the three groups 
examined by the district, Seaholm also looks 
at students who are new to Birmingham Pub-
lic Schools and special education students. 

   According to Barash, the recent school 
climate survey indicated that poor academic 
performance might be a result of students 
feeling like they don’t belong. 
   “We really looked at the data to see that 
students that are new to BPS are the ones that 
marked that [they didn’t feel valued at school] 

above and beyond everybody else,” Barash 
said. “55 percent of the students that marked 
that they didn’t feel valued were new to BPS 
in the last 5 years.”
   Senior Caroline Stacey, new to Seaholm her 
sophomore year, said that the social adjust-
ment was the most difficult part of her transi-

tion.
   “It was hard being a new student in a big 
school where everyone had been with each 
other for years and where most hadn’t had the 
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students to work a 
part-time job than for 
adults.
   “I think because 
they’re pulled in so 
many different direc-
tions,” Stahl said. 
“[It’s great] they can 
manage all that. That’s 
really impressive.”
  According to Zawicki, 
an important part of 
balancing a job with 
schoolwork is that 
working is important 
to the student.
   “We like to find 
teens that want to 
work, not because 
they have to work or 
because their parents 
tell them to go find a 
job,” he said. “Those 
are the people I like 
to work with because 
they are dedicated, 
they’re loyal, and 
they’ll give it their all 
when they’re sched-
uled.”
**All values based on 
an anonymous digital 
survey conducted by 
the Highlander in 
October 2013.

Graphic by Kelly Martinek
   According to the Highlander survey, clear majority of stu-
dent respondents reported working for “extra cash” or to pay 
for “gas/ lunch/ etc.” 

   On Wednesday Oct. 30th 
during 2nd hour, the Bir-
mingham Bloomfield Sym-
phony Orchestra performed 
in Seaholm’s auditorium side 
by side with the Seaholm 
Orchestra.
   The joint group performed 
the First and Second Move-
ments of Beethoven’s Seventh 
Symphony and the Third 
Movement of the Tchai-
kovsky Violin Concerto.
   Additionally, Emma Pow-
ell, a freshman at Princeton, 
received the BBSO’s Young 
Artist Award. Powell gradu-
ated from Ann Arbor Skyline 
High School last year. After 
getting the award, Powell 
played with the orchestra.
   “The purpose of the side-
by-side concert was to give 
Seaholm Orchestra students 
an opportunity to perform 
with a professional orches-
tra and perform original 
masterworks repertoire,” 
said Seaholm Teacher Erin 
Little.

By Luke Sperling

Orchestra 
Perfroms 
with Bir-
mingham 
Bloomfield 
Symphony

The beginning of second 
trimester marks a new era 
for Seaholm’s National Honor 
Society.
Current administrative spon-
sor of the society, Mrs. Wich-
ers will be abdicating from 
her position.
Replacing her is English 
teacher, Mrs. Petrozzi.  
Petrozzi is looking forward to 
her new position within the 
Seaholm community.
“I’m super excited,” Petrozzi 
said. “I think it’s an honor 
and a privilege.”  Petrozzi will 
enforce updated NHS policies 
which begin with the induc-
tion of the class 2017. The 
requirements for the class 
have been modified from an 
unweighted 3.5 GPA to a 3.7 
GPA.

By Caroline Filips

NHS’s New 
Sponsor

   With dreams of majoring in 
biomedical engineering and a 
transcript including AP Biol-
ogy and AP Physics, senior 
Emma Yanakiev is prepared 
for a future in science.  As the 
general trend in history has 
shown men tend to be the 
dominant gender in the field.  
Women interested in pursu-
ing the sciences were not 
always encouraged to do so.  
   “I find that people are more 
encouraging and enthusiastic 
when they find out that I'm 
interested in pursuing sci-
ence as a girl,” Yanakiev said. 
“I think a lot more emphasis 
has been placed on diversify-
ing the field in the past few 
years.”
   According to the National 
Science Foundation’s recently 
published statistics, women’s 
participation in engineer-
ing and computer science 
remains below 30%. Men are 
earning a higher proportion of 
degrees in many science and 
engineering fields, yet more 
women than men graduate 
from college with a bachelor’s 
degree.  
   Statistics such as these, 
along with simple observa-
tions of the science field have 
prompted the question and 
the title of a recent New York 
Times article, “Why Are There 
Still So Few Women in Sci-

Girls and Science: Pursuing a Dream
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Possible 
Baldwin 
Renovations
   Birmingham’s Baldwin 
Public Library is looking at 
the possibility of extensive 
renovations in the next few 
years.
   The Joint Library Build-
ing Committee developed a 
program for renovation and 
restoration, according to 
Director of Baldwin Public 
Library Doug Koschik. 
   “Since the last major work 
on the library building had 
been done over 30 years ago, 
the Library's 2010 strategic 
plan called for the creation 
of a new master plan for the 
building,” Koschik said. 
   The design consists of 
renovations to the small au-
ditorium on the second floor, 
better design for technology, 
improved layout, an ex-
panded Youth Room, a more 
inviting public entrance, and 
full ADA/stroller accessibility 
throughout the building.
   The renovations are esti-
mated to cost $21.5 million, 
according to Associate Direc-
tor of Baldwin Public Library 
Kathryn Bergeron. 
Bergeron said the JLBC will 
be going to the City Commis-
sion to vote on the concept 
of the design on November 
25 and vote on the ballot 
language on December 163. 
If approved, the citizens of 
Birmingham will vote on the 
renovation’s plans and costs.
  “It would be paid for by the 
citizens of Birmingham, if 
they vote for it,” Bergeron 
said.

By McKenna Ross

experience of moving,” Stacey 
said. 
   While Seaholm’s achieve-
ment gaps are not nearly the 
largest in the nation, Barash 
said that it’s important to 
acknowledge them. 
   “When you talk about a gap 
at Seaholm, it’s a little dif-
ferent than a gap from some 
other places, but they still 
exist,” Barash said. 
   Assistant principal Deb 
Boyer said that the typical 
Seaholm student with an 
achievement gap differs from 
the typical student in one of 
these gaps.
   “A lower achieving student 
at Seaholm, standardized test 
score wise, typically is do-
ing better than a lot of lower 
achieving students some-
where else,” Boyer said.
   Barash said that it is also 
important to realize how 
achievement gaps can af-
fect a student’s experience in 
school.
   “An impact for anyone that 
has an achievement gap is 
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that it makes it more difficult 
to be successful in the class-
room and it may impact your 
ACT score and therefore your 
ability to get into schools that 
you’re interested in,” Barash 
said. 
   As for solutions, Boyer, 
Barash, and Nerad all agree 
that these problems aren’t go-
ing to be solved overnight. 
   Nerad said that the prob-
lem with making programs 
to lessen achievement gaps is 
that there is no scientific data 
to connect academic defi-
ciencies to a specific trait in 
students.
   “It has to be a social con-
struct,” said Nerad. 
   Barash said that solu-
tions are still in progress at 
Seaholm, but in the mean-
time additional hours of after 
school tutoring and a new 
academic lab have been added 
to offer extra assistance.
   “Academic lab has changed 
a lot in the last two years, 
it’s going to change again,” 
Barash said. “We’re looking 
at it to be primarily taught 
by math and science teachers 
and we would pull our English 
teachers out and do reading 
intervention.”
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   A drug that was under the 
radar has now been used by 
half of the student popula-
tion according to a High-
lander survey.   
   “There has been an expo-
nential increase in use over 
the past few years,” said local 
M.D. Samuel Fawaz of Bev-
erly Hills Internal Medicine. 
   According to the Mayo 
Clinic Hookah is created 
when specially made to-

bacco is heated and the smoke 
passes through water and is 
then drawn through a rubber 
hose to a mouthpiece. 
   “Hookah doesn’t do that 
much for you it doesn’t spe-
cifically have any effect it is 
just like a fun, something to 
do, I guess it doesn’t really 
have a meaning but people 
still do it I guess,” said Abby 
Johnson.*
   Fawaz said that the Ameri-
can Lung association has 
found that Smoking hookah 
for an hour is equivalent to 
smoking 100-200 cigarettes. 
   According to Fawaz, users of 
hookah can acquire the same 

diseases as cigarette users in-
cluding lung, oral and esopha-
geal cancers, heart disease, 
stroke and emphysema. 
   Fawaz said that in the future 
there will be a large increase 
in various types of cancers, 
like those stated above, be-

cause of the current trend.
   Senior hookah user Jack 
Taylor* said that most of his 
classmates don’t understand 
the dangers of hookah. 
   “I think it is growing in 
popularity because there is a 
misconception that it is safer 
than doing other things,” said 
Taylor.
   Seaholm Highlander survey 
data aligns with Taylor’s 
predictions, as more than 50 
percent of students said that 
they believed hookah was 
safer alternative to cigarettes. 
   Fawaz said that he is started 
to see the effects of hookah 
right now, as increasing num-
bers of patients are coming in 
with oral herpes. Oral herpes 
often results from sharing 
hookah pipes and sticks with 
others. 
   There are two methods of 
smoking hookah, a pipe and a 
stick. The survey indicated a 
fifty spilt in regard to Seaholm 
student’s preference. A hoo-
kah pipe is commonly found 
at a hookah bar while sticks 
are available for purchase and 

are portable. 
   Regardless of how students 
choose to smoke hookah, it is 
illegal until they are 18.
   Johnson said that she thinks 
more students have started to 
smoke hookah because they 
are 16 or 17, which is only a 
couple years away from the 
legal age. 
   Fawaz said that enforcing 
laws to ensure minors are not 
sold hookah, or tobacco in any 
form, is key to stopping this 
growing trend. 
   Fawaz has created a Hookah 
awareness coalition in cooper-
ation with Beaumont Health 
systems to raise awareness 
about the effects of hookah 
smoking in teens and adults. 
   According to Fawaz, educa-
tion is the most important 
tool in the hookah academic 
because hookah is a legal 
product. 
   “Education on many levels. 
Education about the hazards 
and the reality of smoking 
hookah,” Fawaz said.
*name changed 

**survey of 50 students

ence?”
   According to Seaholm sci-
ence teacher Renee Moore, 
this doesn’t even seem to be a 
question.  
   “I would like to think the 
times have changed and the 
stereotypes are not as ex-
tensive as they used to be,” 
Moore said.  “In high school 
the percentage of females in 
advanced science courses was 
very low.  As an educator I do 
not see that to be the norm 
anymore.”
   As a woman in the field, 
Moore never felt singled out.  
   “In the area of Geology and 
in courses requiring field-
work, I was one of the only 
females in the classes,” Moore 
said. “But the ratio of women 
to men in the life sciences was 
more balanced.  Never did I 
feel any discrimination during 
any of my education.”
   Seaholm science teacher 
Holly Minoletti had similar 
views on potential gender 
discrimination.  
   “It was equal or slightly 
more women in most of my 
classes,” Minoletti said.  “It 
was either equal or more 
women, and then in medi-
cal school I think there were 
about 52% women.”
   “I don’t feel like we have 
less opportunity in the field,” 
Minoletti said. “I think there 
might be specific sciences 
where there may be more 
women.”

   John Ross, current gradu-
ate student in environmental 
engineering at Marquette 
University has witnessed the 
effects of the gender gap.  
   “There are about 10 gradu-
ate students in the environ-
mental engineering program 
at Marquette and all are 
male,” Ross said.  “I have 
heard that about 25% of Un-
dergraduate Civil Engineering 
students are women and I feel 
like that is pretty accurate 
to what I encountered as an 
undergrad.”
   Women are evidently ca-
pable of success in the science 
field, so what accounts for the 
stereotypical gender discrimi-
nation?
   The Chronicle of Higher 
Education’s October 2012 ar-
ticle, “Why STEM Fields Still 
Don’t Draw More Women” 
included the testimonies of 
professors and directors of 
admission from well known 
science-based universities. 
   Matt McGann, director of 
admissions at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, was 
in search of answers to similar 
questions.  
   “I am often saddened and 
occasionally infuriated by 
the experiences of these 
extraordinary women, who 
have faced obstacles, subtle 
and overt, in their pursuit of 
science and math education,” 
McGann stated in the recent 
article.  

   However, McGann stated 
he was hopeful for the fu-
ture, as he helped enroll a 
student body in which 45% of 
undergraduates are women, 
along with 44% of the school’s 
STEM students being female.  
   Also in the Chronicle’s 
article, Jan Cuny, program di-
rector of the National Science 
Foundation’s Computing Edu-
cation for the 21st Century, 
weighed in on the topic with a 
focus on the paucity of women 
in computer science.  
   “The gender gap in comput-
er science is partly rooted in 
long-held popular misconcep-
tions: that computing is too 
hard for girls, that it's geeky, 
that it requires a single-mind-
ed 24/7 focus, and—maybe 
worst of all—that computer 
science equals programming 
and so provides little benefit 
to society,” Cuny said. “Why 
would this picture be attrac-
tive to girls—especially to girls 
who want to be creative, to 
make a difference, to change 
the world?”
    Cuny believes that “girls 
rarely get the encouragement 
they may need to overcome 
their hesitancies and try com-
puting, and when they do find 
themselves in a computing 
course, they are often uncom-
fortable in the male-dominat-
ed climate they encounter.”
   Although the percentage of 
women intending to major in 
computer science is .3%, Cuny 
believes there are many pos-
sibilities for the future.  
   “We can change all of this, 
but the fixes won't be quick or 

easy,” Cuny said.  “There have 
been successes. Carnegie Mel-
lon University, Georgia Tech, 
and Harvey Mudd College, 
to name a few, have changed 
the cultural climate and had 
remarkable success in re-
cruiting and retaining female 
computer-science students.”
   The stereotypes of women 
being incapable of scientific 
endeavors are assumed to be 
buried in the past, yet this 
isn’t the reality.  
   “I have heard stories from 
some of my female friends 
who said they were discour-
aged from entering the sci-
ences by crusty, grumpy old 
male professors,” Ross said.  
“This to me is just outra-
geous.” 
   Seaholm senior, Melissa 
Shiner, believes females are a 
dominant force in the science 
field and intends to further 
pursue a career as a Pediatric 
Oncologist.  
   “In my AP Biology class, the 
students who earned a major-
ity of the highest grades were 
girls,” Shiner said. “I have 
observed first hand that girls 
tend to be better at science 
and math.”
   All in all, it seems to be true 
that those who work hard to 
achieve their goals, regardless 
of gender, are the ones who 
succeed in the field.  
   “I am in science educa-
tion and many of my female 
friends are in the sciences 
also,” Moore said.  “We have 
not seen a lack of opportuni-
ties, as we set our goal and 

worked toward it.”
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   ID Please?
   By law, this is what Seaholm 
students should hear when try-
ing to order alcohol.
   However that is not always 
the case.
   This fall, four seniors worked 
with the Birmingham Police 
Department to go undercover 
and see if stores and bars were 
checking for identification, in 
a process called the “Decoy 
Program.” 
   Each senior goes out on one 
night and visits about 10 or 11 
establishments to attempt to 
purchase alcohol. The program 
goes to all 46 businesses that 
sell alcohol in the city of Bir-
mingham.
   “It was not to catch them but 
to make sure they were actually 
ID-ing,” senior Laura Gerald* 
said.
   These seniors got involved 
when BPD’s Seaholm Repre-
sentative Jerry Hall came to the 
senior meeting in the beginning 
of September. After the assem-
bly, the seniors went to Assis-
tant Principal Deb Boyer’s office 
and signed up.
   “When they announced it, 
everyone around me was like 
‘Who would do that? What 
person would rat those people 
out’,” senior Vicky Allen* said. 
“I’m really interested in law, 
and I thought that getting to 
know this detective and finding 
out about this job would be so 
interesting and it was.”
   Each of the four seniors 
went out on a different Friday 
night with the BPD. They were 
dropped off at the bar or drug 
store and went in alone.
   “I went completely solo, so it 
was totally nerve-wracking,” 
Gerald said. “You feel uncom-
fortable because you know 
you’re not allowed to do that.”
   Once inside the place, they 
would sit down at the bar or a 
table and order a drink or try 
to buy a six pack of beer at the 

Seniors Participate in decoy Program

drug stores, according to Al-
len.
   If served, the students im-
mediately called in Hall.
   “Once I got it, I was in-
structed to call the detective, 
they came in and I pointed 
out which man it was that 
sold the alcohol to me,” Allen 
said. “They gave me the keys 
to their car and I just sat in 
there while they gave the guy 
a ticket.”
   The individuals that sell to 
the kids receive a penalty of 
100 dollars from the law and 
they are usually fired on the 
spot, according to Hall. The 
businesses receive a 500 dol-
lar fine.
   “It’s a fineable offense only,” 
Hall said.
   In cases when the offense 
happens multiple times, 
stores can get their liquor 
licenses suspended for a two 

week period.
   “Most of them are bars and 
that, you know, it kind of puts 
them out of business for a 
while,” Hall said.
   Senior Justin Chase* said 
it was surprising how many 
places didn’t immediately 
recognize that he was a minor.
   “It was kind of shocking 
knowing how many people 
don’t know you need a license 
for it,” Chase said. “It was 
concerning, really.”
   The students were instruct-
ed to bring their licenses with 
them, and had to present it to 
whomever was serving them.
   “I could usually tell who 
knew and who didn’t know if 
they could sell it to me. Some 
of the places immediately 
recognized that ‘She’s not 21. 
She doesn’t have a horizontal 
license’, and they would just 
give it right back to me,” Allen 

Waiting To drive
   Sweet Sixteen means getting 
your driver’s license, right? 
The moment you finally hold 
your very own license is much 
anticipated. However, not all 
teens immediately get their 
driver’s licenses when then 
they turn sixteen.
   

If you don’t get your license 
right after you turn 16, you 
aren’t alone. In a Highlander 
survey of 35 students, 43 per-
cent of students with driver’s 
licenses got them anywhere 
from a few weeks to more 
than a year after turning 16. 
   If a student has friends with 
licenses, he or she may not be 
inclined to get their own.
Senior Melissa Shiner took 
her driver’s test and received 
her license October 30, 2013. 
She turned 16 in November of 
2012.
   “I wasn’t really interested in 
driving because I didn’t have 
a car, and I had 
friends who were 
willing to drive 
around places as 
well as the fact 
that I really didn’t 
like driving,” 
Shiner said.
   She eventu-
ally saw that it 
was annoying to 
get rides from others so she 
decided to take segment two 
and the test.
Students also lack licenses 
due to not having a lot of 
time.
   “I don’t have my license 
because I haven’t had time to 
take segment two yet,” Junior 
Mary Sheffieck said.
   Sheffieck’s 16th birthday 
was this past August. She is 
planning on taking segment 
two and getting her license 
this December, four months 
after she turned sixteen.
   Junior Julia Ross turned 
sixteen in November of 2012.
   “I don’t have my license for 
two reasons,” Ross said. “One: 
I have been living overseas for 
two years, so I have been un-
able to fulfill my driving time 
requirements. Two: I have 
very protective parents.”
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   Ross lived in Italy for her 
freshman and sophomore 
years and recently moved 
back this past summer. She 
plans on getting her driver’s 
license this November.
50 percent of students 
surveyed that are 16 have 
not completed the required 
classes or have not taken the 
test.

   Junior Tommy 
Glazier is 16, but 
he hasn’t gotten his 
license because he 
hasn’t taken the test.
   Catherine Meleca, 
a Seaholm Spanish 
teacher, said she did 
in fact receive her 
license when she was 
sixteen, even though 
she grew up in New 

York State where the process 
was a little bit different. 
   Meleca said that most peo-
ple did get their licenses right 
when they could and when 
they were of age. Anyone 
who didn’t have their license 
would have to get rides from 
licensed kids around town 
and to school to avoid taking 
the bus.
   “So most of my friends did 
get their licenses right when 
they could,” Meleca said.
However, she said it wasn’t 
as big of a deal because it 
wasn’t as lengthy a process as 
Michigan has and because not 

many people got brand new 
cars for their birthdays.
   “It is surprising to me here 
how so many students get 
their licenses and right away 
get brand new cars,” Meleca 
said. “That’s not something 
that was the norm when I was 
growing up, but it could be ei-
ther a generational thing or a 
location thing. I don’t know.”
   Immediately receiving your 
license at 16 is very exciting, 
yet not everybody has that 
experience.
   “I would love to get my 
license. I want to get my 
license, but I can’t,” Ross said. 
“Having a license means hav-
ing the freedom to be inde-
pendent and an independent 
person.”
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gram user, is a huge fan of the 
selfie.  
   When asked about her al-
leged “selfie addiction”, Grin-
dem admitted it is a problem.  
   “When you’re like that 
one person who posts one 
every 20 minutes, like what 
is wrong with that person,” 
Grindem said, “I post them 
too much.  Way too much.  
It’s unhealthy.”
   Grindem stated she has a 
particular strategy for her 
selfies.
   “Fifty percent solo, fifty 
percent with people, usually 
they’re by myself,” Grindem 
said, “but it’s still a selfie if it 
has other people.”
   Grindem’s selfies typically 
bring in approximately 60 
likes from her Instagram fol-
lowers.  When one of her self-
ies receives a like, Grindem 
stated it is “beautiful”.  
   “It is a form of pride,” 
Grindem said, “I think tak-
ing them is more for fun and 
posting them is like ‘whose 
going to think I’m pretty’.”
   According to Doyle, there’s 
a chance that the picture you 
post won’t receive positive 
feedback.
   “You’re also taking the risk 
that you’re going to get nega-
tive comments,” Doyle said. 
“So if you’re just putting it out 
there to get a lot of positives, 

that’s a little unrealistic.”
   The positive reinforcement 
that comes from “likes” on a 
photo has it’s drawbacks; it 
makes for a deficit of genuine, 
face-
to-face 
commu-
nication.  
   “We 
are 
swiftly 
becom-
ing 
accus-
tomed 
to- and 
perhaps 

SELFIES
Cont. from page 1

even starting to prefer- online 
conversations and interac-
tions that revolve around 
images and photos”
   Doyle believes that people 

who post too 
much aren’t 
getting 
enough at-
tention from 
the people in 
their life.
   “What’s 
not happen-
ing in their 
real life and 
their close 
relation-
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said. “But some stores had to 
call over a manager or calcu-
late the difference between my 
birth date and the current year. 
It took a while for them to fig-
ure out the right thing to do.”
   If a minor tries to buy alcohol 
at a business, they could call 
the police. However, Hall says 
that is uncommon. 
   “They usually just kick them 
out,” Hall said. “They could 
hold them there, but they usu-
ally just kick them out.” 
   The goal of this job was to 
check if stores would card 
people, but Chase hopes that it 
will affect more than the busi-
nesses.
   “I don’t think it will stop 
teens from trying,” Chase said. 
“I think it will stop stores from 
selling.”

*Names were changed at the 
request of the students.

ships that they’re not getting 
this satisfaction?” Doyle said. 
“That’s the sad thing is I think 
we’re missing the personal 
contact.”
   According to Doyle, con-
stant selfie posting may be a 
cry for help.
    “So when somebody is 
posting pictures of them-
selves or on the different 
medias all the time that’s a 
sign to me they need to be 
seen and heard,” Doyle said. 
“They’re not getting it from 
family they’re not getting it 
from teachers they’re not get-
ting it from friends.”

“It’s about attention, 
‘notice me’. Having 

something to say and 
doing it visually.”

- Judy Doyle
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Let’s face it; 
today’s educa-
tional games 
suck. They 
are strange, 
trying to 
merge learn-
ing and fun, 

while inadvertently giving 
just as much entertainment as 
slapping your computer with 
a ham sandwich. And they 
teach you as much as watch-
ing clowns tussle.
   There aren’t really any 
enjoyable educational games 
for the high school audience. 
Teens would rather be play-
ing Halo and Angry Birds 
than Spongebob Squarepants 
Typing. And who can blame 
them? Flinging spherical foul 
into green eggs and ham is 
much more fun than typing 
your way to 60 words per 
minute.
   Schools discourage and, in 
some cases, ban gaming on 
the campus or in class. Now 
this is fine; it is completely 
acceptable to remove things 
from the school that would 
distract from student learn-
ing.
   But many students own 
iPhones and do play games 
on them during non-instruc-
tional time, and, for the more 
brazen, during class.
   Gaming is not a bad thing. 
However, currently, gaming is 
used solely for entertainment 
reasons (except for the hor-
rible educational ones). 
   Unconventional situations 
could be used to incorporate 
education into the gaming 
world.
   Now let’s say you were cap-
tured by a dragon and locked 
in a cell, waiting to be eaten 
by said flying monster. You 
have just finished your meal 
of goblin meat and mashed 
beans, and you have a spoon. 
You can say to yourself, “Oh, 
this spoon’s sole purpose is 
to aid in eating. It would be 
terribly improper to use it to 
escape certain doom!” Or you 
can save yourself and have 
a cool story about how you 
eluded being eaten by using 
an eating utensil.
   TV also used to be in a 
non-educational setting, until 
schools started incorporating 
them in classrooms to show 
educational films. Schools 
can utilize a similar technique 
to assimilate gaming into 
the educational experience. 
Companies can market decent 
games for learning and make 
bulk deals with schools.
   A good example of an 
educational game that teens 
might actually want to play is 
a strategy game that is histori-
cally accurate. It could follow, 
say, the events of World War 
II and have battles in the 
game that actually happened 
in real life. That way, students 
could play a fun game with a 
story plot that actually hap-
pened.
   Another approach would be 
to use an addicting pay-to-
play format of gaming (think 
Angry Birds), but replace 
the use of actual money with 
virtual tokens. Tokens can be 
acquired by correctly answer-
ing questions. This would be 
better for subjects like math 
that are more question-ori-
ented.
   And it doesn’t stop there! 
Action-puzzle games can use 
scholastic subjects for puzzles 
in-game. Imagine a game like 
The Legend of Zelda where 
dungeons involve challenges 
in which the player must pre-
dict the outcomes of chemical 
reactions to progress or ob-
tain a new item. They should 
be paying me to come up with 
these ideas.
   The great thing about this 
idea is that it is incredibly 
flexible. Players could insert 
what subjects they want to 
learn in the game, then the 
appropriate problems can be 
placed in the game.
   If schools and gaming com-
panies listen to Luke by taking 
a cue from how TV merged 
with scholastics, schools will 
become more interactive, 
gaming companies will get 
money, and students will 
thank me for years. Students 
of the future, you’re welcome.

   You open your eyelids just 
wide enough to clearly zoom 
the camera lensto expose 
your iris’s natural color, 
while suggesting a surprised 
look. Click. You’ve captured 
the moment and applied the 
perfect filter to enhance your 
iris’s deep blue color. In an 
instant, Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook give the whole 
world access to see you ‘sur-
prised’. 
   You observe the number of 
likes, and heart-shaped emot-
icons filling up your phone 
screen, and eagerly repeat the 
process. 
   That go-to face and filter 
all make up a selfie—a self-
portrait taken through the use 
of a smartphone. 
   Clearly, we enjoy taking pic-
tures of ourselves. However, 
the growing trend of self-por-
trait after self-portrait has got 
the Highlander thinking. Is 
this an issue to be concerned 
about?
   While taking selfies are 
fun, they shouldn’t be exces-
sive and self-reliant towards 
someone’s happiness and 
social status.
   The revolution of selfies has 
led to ‘selfie syndrome’—the 
infinitely trending population 
of individuals who suffer from 
excessive selfie postings on 
social media. 
   Forget the selfies we observe 
being taken in public, it’s im-
possible to go on social media 
sites without seeing selfies 
posted daily. Typing the hash 
tags ‘selfie, ‘selfiesunday’ or 
even ‘selfienation’ on Twitter 

and Instagram will allow you 
to observe millions of these 
selfie results being posted at a 
time on your search. 
   Selfies are amusing. But 
when they are continu-
ally posted, they can appear 
narcissistic and annoying to 
the users who are subjected 
to them. The fact that one 
day out of the week is entirely 
dedicated to posting pictures 

of ourselves on social media is 
saddening. #selfiesunday. 
   Social Psychologist, Dr. Dina 
McMillan in an interview with 
Cleo magazine discusses the 
selfie spectrum.
   "There are many reasons 
why people post multiple self-
ies," Dr. McMillan said. "We 
can often be tagged in photos 

where we're not looking our 
best, so selfies allow us to con-
trol how we present ourselves. 
It can also be an attention-
grabbing mechanism or a sign 
someone is acting on impulse 
rather than thinking the re-
percussions through."
   While there is nothing 
wrong with taking/posting the 
occasional selfie, the initial 
reasoning behind the selfie 

should solely be for your own 
enjoyment, and should not be 
taken into consideration as a 
factor for assurance.
   We all know that one girl. 
No matter what time of day 
it is, she’s always glued to 
her phone, as if the camera is 
her best friend. The minute 
you look over your desk, you 

can already see one of the 
‘cute’ faces she pulls out, as 
she clicks away at her phone 
camera. 
   However, after seeing the 
number of likes she received, 
‘cute’ just didn’t cut it. Instead 
she competes with herself to 
see how many more people 
will like her new post. 
   Individuals who suffer from 
selfie syndrome often face 
issues with self-confidence. 
They reassure themselves 
through the feedback they 
receive from their selfies, as a 
result from posting them on 
social media. 
   The Highlander presents 
solutions to overcoming selfie 
syndrome.
   Ask yourself why the selfie 
is being taken and if it needs 
to be taken. Rather than 
take selfies, create a list of 
potential activities that you 
know you’ll enjoy and receive 
positive attention from. Other 
activities will regulate the 
amount of selfies you post. 
   Be conscientious about what 
types of selfies you are post-
ing. These selfies should make 
you happy and be appropri-
ate. 
   Don’t take selfies person-
ally. Posting a selfie on social 
media is for your own enjoy-
ment. Don’t focus your level 
of happiness off of the num-
ber of likes you receive. Selfies 
are not a symbol for social 
status; don’t place them in 
that regard. 
   Go ahead and share that 
photo of you with your new 
haircut or loving the beach. 
Just beware of #selfiesyn-
drome. 

Selfie Absorbed

After I left 
school, it 

took less 
than 48 
hours of sit-
ting at home, 
unable to get 
any home-

work done, to start worrying 
about the amount of school 
I was missing.  I was sick.  I 
knew I was incapable of get-
ting out of bed and going to 
school, but I couldn’t help 
feeling like I should try.  It’s 
junior year, after all.  Between 
AP classes, the ACT, and the 
recently instated parking 
policy, missing even one day 
feels like a major setback.
   In total, I missed fifteen 
days.  This included a week-
long trip to Children’s Hos-
pital’s Intensive Care Unit, 
immediately followed by a 
misguided attempt to go back 
to school, only two days after 
leaving the hospital.  It was 
this (failed) effort which, less 
than a week later, landed me 
back in the hospital with a 
“stress-related” relapse of 
symptoms. All of this was 
right at the beginning of what 
I had been repeatedly told by 
counselors, principals, and 
teachers was, essentially, the 
most important year of my 
K-12 education. 
   The irony is, had I not felt 
so compelled to go back, or 

tried to make up two weeks of 
missed classes in two days, I 
probably would have returned 
to school sooner, and been 
more ready to handle the 
stress when I did.  Even now, 
with the help and under-
standing of my counselor and 
teachers, and three weeks 
removed from the situation, I 
am not entirely caught up.
   My experience was extreme.  
But, it begs the question: how 
much pressure is too much?  
When it is nearly impossible, 
and never-endingly stressful, 
to make up the work missed 
in only a few days of absence, 
this pressure can begin to 
take a toll on students’ health.  
When they’re forcing them-
selves out of bed and out the 
door, while they should be 
resting and allowing their 
bodies to heal, something is 
wrong.  
   And the parking policy 
only makes the stress worse.  
When the policy was put into 
place, the administration said 
they would take health issues 
into consideration, but that 
has proven difficult to do on 
an individual basis.  Because 
of this, students who are sick 
and should not be at school go 
to class anyway.  If they don’t, 
they face the prospect of being 
ineligible to purchase a park-
ing pass for the next year.
   Between this and the pres-
sure of their classes, it is no 
wonder students are afraid of 
absences.  After missing any 
amount of school, it can feel 

overwhelming to try to catch 
up all alone. The balance 
between taking it easy and 
getting up to speed is a hard 
one to find. Fortunately, the 
state of Michigan requires the 
school to offer students who 
miss extended periods of time 
other options.
   One of these options is 
“Homebound and Hospital-

ized Services.”  After miss-
ing a minimum of five, full, 
consecutive school days, the 
school is obligated to offer 
these services to students, 
according to the legal require-
ments outlined in Section 
388.1709 of the State School 
Aid Act.  If they choose this 
route, a teacher will come to 
the student at their home or 
hospital with their curricu-
lum, allowing them to keep 
up with their schoolwork and 
reducing the amount they will 
have to make up when they 
return to the classroom. 
   Another option for students 
who have missed a significant 
amount of work and are not 
able to catch up is to receive 
a health-related incomplete 

“H” grade in one or more 
classes and switch to a re-
duced schedule.  The student 
does not receive credit for the 
course, or courses, but the 
grade appears as a letter “H” 
on their transcript, signifying 
to colleges that the class was 
dropped for health reasons.  
This requires a doctor’s note 
supporting the decision to 
put the student on a reduced 
schedule.  In addition, be-
cause an “H” grade does not 
award a student credit for the 
course, they must take it at a 
different time if it is a gradua-

tion requirement.
   Even though these options 
exist, it was not until my own 
experience that I became 
aware of them.  And I sus-
pect that my ignorance is not 
unique.
   Clearly, there is too much 
pressure, between the fear 
of a lower GPA and the fear 
of being unable to park at 
school, to have nearly perfect 
attendance.  If they remain 
unaware of these options, 
students will continue to push 
themselves to go to school, 
even when doing so may be 
harmful to their well-being.  
Health must come first.  Stu-
dents should take advantage 
of the options they have, and 
the school should start mak-
ing a serious effort to let them 
know that they have them.  
That way, they can strike a 
balance between catching up 
and resting up. 

Students are Literally Worried Sick
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But, it begs the 
question: how 

much pressure is 
too much? 

   We skim 
spark notes 
to read the 
classics. 
We copy 
our friend’s 
math home-
work to get 

the points. We google the 
answers to our biology labs 
to save ourselves from read-
ing the textbook.
   While this may not always 
be the case for everyone at 
Seaholm, it’s hard to deny we 
all cut a corner ever now and 
then.
   This is by no means a 
terrible practice. It actually 
seems quite reasonable given 
just how busy students are 
these days. 
   But, what does this mean 
for learning? Not just memo-
rization, not getting a 4.0, 
but truly learning
   I’d be hard pressed to find a 
student in Seaholm who says 
that they enjoy learning. 
   This is illustrated by the 
composition of Twitter every 
Sunday night, a variety of 
dazed, confused, and an-
gered pictures accompanied 
by #schooltomorrow
   It’s sad that school has 
gotten to a point where even 
the thought of going makes 
us want to put up a fight, 
lie on the floor, or runaway 
screaming. 
   While it’s easy to blame 
hours of homework and 
plentiful amounts of test 
for our disdain for school, 
Cognitive Scientist Daniel T. 
William says it’s something 
else entirely. 
   In his book, Why students 
don’t like school, William 
claims that the problem is in 
the way that teachers present 
curriculum to their students. 
   So maybe it’s not that we 
cant stand algebra or that 
discussing classic literature 
is a form of modern day tor-
ture. According to William, 
it’s all about format. 
   This is easy to see within 
Seaholm, as trying to get an 
A quickly becomes the for-
mat of every single class.
   This makes sense. How 
can students possibly enjoy 
the timeless writing of 
Paradise Lost if their mind is 
consumed with what grade 
they’ll be receiving on their 
final essay in the class. 
   But at the end of the day, 
teachers do have to give 
grades and students do have 
to learn. 
   Unfortunately, the format 
of America’s education sys-
tem isn’t going to magically 
transform over night.
   So, in the meantime try to 
make your high school learn-
ing experience the best it can 
be.
   Try to sprinkle “personal 
development” classes into 
your schedule. Great exam-
ples of these types of classes 
are the Maple Tree, theatre, 
interior design, and photog-
raphy. 
   These are classes that move 
away from the typical core 
class format of memoriza-
tion and tests to real-world 
experience.
   William says that the most 
important part of being hap-
py in school is understand-
ing the format that teachers 
expect you to learn. 
   Therefore, if you’re in a 
class where you enjoy the 
material and get real-world 
experience, you are more 
likely to both learn effectively 
and actually enjoy your time 
at school. 
   In the end not every class is 
going to be your favorite. The 
key is to find personalized 
classes that you feel excited 
about attending and learning 
in to make your school day 
that much more bearable. 

A Hitch 
in it: why 
we hate 
learning
Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com
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Five Things for Thanksgiving
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Field Day
2013

Freshmen Farmers
70

Sophomore 
Space Invaders 

84
Junior Jets

60
Senior 

Spartans
89

All Photos by Esther Seawell

Juniors Ashely Sawchuck and Cece Hermes compete in tug-o-war. Despite their efforts, the junior girls lost to the senior 
girls.

Senior Charlie Hermes competes in this year’s mystery event. 
The contestants had to relay balancing a peanut on a spoon 
in their mouth.

Sophomore Hunter Williams sings in the sophomore floor show. Their skit won against the 
freshmen.

The seniors begin their march into the gym. The seniors won march against the juniors.

The freshmen prepare for the shuttle run. 
Sophomore runs across the gym for the shuttle run. Sophomores Chandler Roberts and Meaghan Flynn pose at 

the end of the sophomore’s march.

Juniors Ben Whitelaw and Tom Currie compete in the three-legged 
race.Seniors Charlie Burg, Ryan Head, and Niko Bokos perform in the floorshow. Their unique performance in-

cluded instruments, unlike any other floor show this year.
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Santa House
Santa is available for visits. Kids can give 
them their list and take a picture with him. 
After November 27 the Santa House is open 
weekends until Christmas.

Shain Park- under the Pavilion. 

Wednesday, Nov. 27: 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Friday, Nov. 29: 2:00 - 5:00 PM
Saturday, Nov. 30: 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 1: 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Friday, Dec. 6: 3:00 - 8:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 7: 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 8: 11:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Friday, Dec. 13: 3:00 - 5:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 14: 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 15: 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Friday, Dec. 20: 3:00 - 5:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 21: 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 22: 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Tuesday, Dec. 24: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Menorah Display 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 26: Thursday, Dec. 5 in
Shain Park

Special lighting ceremony 
Sunday, Dec. 1: 5:00 - 6:00 PM

Small Business 
Saturday

Created by American Express, Small Busi-
ness Saturday supports small businesses. It 
includes free parking at meters in downtown 
Birmingham, horse-drawn carriages, carolers 
in downtown, Santa House, warming station 
with hot chocolate and cookies by the Santa 
House.

Saturday, Nov. 30

4th Annual Birmingham 

Winter Markt
“A Charming German Holiday 

Market for Everyone”

Enjoy traditional holiday art, decorations and 
crafts, holiday greens, gifts and home acces-
sories, traditional German food and drink on 
the Community House patio, live entertain-
ment by local musicians and school groups, 
winter princesses, hot drinks, ice sculptures, 
Santa House, horse-drawn carriage rides, live 
reindeer and more.

Shain Park

Friday, Dec. 6: 3:00 - 9:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 7: 10:00 - 9:00 PM 
Sunday, Dec. 8: 11:00 - 4:00 PM

Carriage Rides
Enjoy a ride in a horse-drawn carriage in 
downtown Birmingham. Go to the corner of 
Henrietta St. and Merrill St.

Wednesday, Nov. 27: 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Friday, Nov. 29: 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Saturday, Nov. 30: 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Friday, Dec. 6: 3:00 - 5:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 7: 12:00 - 4:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 8: 12:00 - 3:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 14: 12:00 - 5:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 21: 12:00 - 5:00 PM

Tree Lighting 
Shain Park
Nov. 27: 6:00-7:00 PM

Community Calendar

On Thanksgiving day, the 
Twirl-M’s, coached by 
director Rhonda Muscaro 
and assistant directors Holly 
Minoletti, a Seaholm science 
teacher, and Rachel Ganty, 
will be performing during the 
Detroit Lion’s halftime show.  

Photo By Claire Markley

This is the Winter Markt logo on an ice scul-
ture. At this event, there are many ice scul-
tures of figures such as snowmen, nut crack-
ers, and reindeer.

Caroline Filips
Managing Print Editor
cfilips.shshighlander@gmail.com

Claire Markley
Community Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com

The Community Calendar is a calendar that 
lists the dates of upcoming community events! 
Each event has a symbol that  shows up on the 
calendar on the day that the event takes place.
Information from:
www.enjoybirmingham.com and www.
ci.birmingham.mi.us

Photo By Claire Markley
The evergreen tree is lit bright with multi-col-
ored holiday lights in Shain Park. This was 
taken at the 2012 Winter Markt.

Finals
Friday, Nov. 22: First hour final is 7:30-9:00 
AM followed by a regular school day.

Monday, Nov. 25: Second and third hour 
finals are from 7:30 - 10:50AM

Tuesday, Nov. 26: Fourth and fifth hour finals 
are from 7:30 - 10:50 AM

Photos By Claire Markley
(Left) These ice scultures are in fun, holiday 
shapes! They are on display at the Winter 
Markt.

 Claymore Shop
Fine Men’s Clothing --- Since 1966

Allen Skiba 
Vice President

t: 248.642.7755
f: 248.642.7632

ClaymoreShop.com

908 Adams, 
Birmingham, MI 48009

We sell brands such as:

   Senior Russell Ladd’s 
interest in app development 
followed through his experi-
ences at Quarton Elemen-
tary School. Ms. Woodman, 
Ladd’s fifth grade teacher 
ran an after-school com-
puter club in which Ladd first 
became interested in creating 
websites and graphics, and 
started developing software. 
   Ladd attended a camp at 
the University of Michigan, 
in which he created simple 
games involving Dragon Drop 
Interface. In the spring of 
sixth grade he began teaching 
himself how to develop apps 
through online resources. 
   “The next year, I decided 
I wanted to take a program-
ming class in the summer, 
but before, like in the spring I 
was not really willing to wait, 
so I just taught myself online, 
using websites I found,” Ladd 
said.“It was a struggle in the 
beginning.” 

   Ladd has currently made 
four apps that he considers 
complete.
   He released his first app, 
Polyfactor in eighth grade. 
Upset with the method to 
solve for polynomials, Ladd 
aspired to create an app 
geared towards the iPhone 
and iPod Touch that would 
factor polynomials. 
   Ladd’s second app Blatch, 
is a kind of block matching 
game where users are given 
grids of colored blocks. They 
must match them according 
to place and color to make 
them fit together. 
   “Blatch was an idea I had 
for a game, actually before 
Polyfactor. I made it for the 
PC when I was like in seventh 
grade, but I had no way to 
distribute it. So, that’s why 
I got into iOS app develop-
ment,” Ladd said. “I found 
the app store, it was a major 
distribution and I was like, ‘I 
want to do that.’ So, I ended 
up making that game again 
for the iPad when I was in 
tenth grade.”
   Last year Ladd met with 

his fifth grade teacher, Ms. 
Woodman again, in which his 
third app, Cards, was consti-
tuted. Cards was designed as a 
spelling software Miss Wood-
man could incorporate in her 
classroom. 
   Miss Woodman’s class 
matched cards with spell-
ing words that were often 
grouped by similar sounds, 
spellings and prefixes or 
suffixes. Then, the students 
would fill out worksheets.
   “So what we would do is 
make an app that did that. 
The teachers would type in all 
of their words in the applica-
tion, and then it would create 
these word sorts, and it was 
all saved to iCloud. So, it was 
synced to the classroom’s 
set of iPads, and they could 
pass out the iPads to all the 
students,” Ladd said. “Then, 
you could drag the cards into 
the right spots on the side. 
They would stack up. Then, 
when you’re done, you could 
hit check and it would tell 
you whether or not you were 
right.”
   Cards is unavailable in the 

app store. 
   Ladd released his newest 
app, Synapsia on October 23. 
Synapsia takes a similar ap-
proach to Cards, but is more 
universally applicable, as it 
expands teachers’ and stu-
dents’ options. 
   “So, you can create all dif-
ferent kinds of assignments 
and the interfaces… have 
been redesigned,” Ladd said. 
“Because it isn’t iCloud, it’s all 
stored in the server. So teach-
ers can create things wherever 
they want, access this data 
anywhere, and then assign it 
to specific students… It also 
records the students’ work. It 
saves that too, so you can see 
your grades and then teachers 
can see that.”
   Ladd plans on pursuing app 
development in the future, 
and plans to expand Synap-
sia’s growth. 
   “To me, app development 
means designing a product 
that will enhance the lives of 
the people that use it through 
the experiences they have 
with it,” Ladd said.

The Twirl-M’s were asked to 
join the Walled Lake Central 
marching band to accompany 
the special musical guest 
Tony Lucca.  Tony Lucca 
is a Michigan native and 
a 2012 runner up for “The 
Voice”.  The Twirl-M’s will be 
featuring 28 twirlers and 21 
dancers from the Walled Lake 
area ranging in age from 7-21.

Minoletti Coaches TwirlersAPPS 
Cont. from page 7
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Yevvo Takes Over Seaholm’s Airwaves

   It all started with 3 random 
letters y, e, and v. Letters that 
have started a movement. 
   The newest social media app 
that has taken over Seaholm’s 
scene is Yevvo, a tool for 
broadcasting live video.  It’s 
being used to share just about 
everything, from concerts to 
walking the dog.
    “We wanted to create a 
raw unfiltered unpredict-
able feeling,” Ben Rubin, the 
co-founder and CEO of Yevvo 
said.
     Yevvo gives users the 
capability to broadcast live 
video, streaming their daily 
life and activities to an entire 
network of friends. Users can 
go live and only the people 
that tune in right then can see 
the video.
     “I think that the app is a 
great way to really see what’s 
going on,” Seaholm student 
Hayley Dent said.“It has a po-
tential to become something 
bigger.”
    Tyler Rogers and Julia 
Wilkins have coined them-
selves as co-pioneers of the 
Seaholm movement after 
finding the app on October 
24th. Before the night was 
over, more than 200 people 
from Seaholm and other 
schools in the area had joined 
the growing phenomenon.
   “It was clearly those two 
kids who were very passionate 
about Yevvo,” Rubin said.
   Rogers and Wilkins said 
they were just fooling around 
on the app store and hap-
pened to type in y, e, and v 
and found the app Yevvo.  
From there on, it’s history. 
The two downloaded the app, 
and encouraged others to as 
well. Through word of mouth 
and Twitter, the app spread 
throughout the entire student 
body. 
    As evident by the sudden 

Meghan Flynn
Editor of Student Life
mflynn.shshighlander@gmail.com 
Theresa Ross
Staff Writer
Tross.shshighlander@gmail.com

increased use, Yevvo has even 
reached former Seaholm 
students, and is making waves 
at schools like Michigan State 
University, Oakland Com-
munity College, University of 
South Carolina, and Washing-
ton and Lee University.
    “It’s a great idea for an app.  
With a little tweaking here 
and there it could go big,” for-
mer Seaholm student Kevin 
Kristopik said. 
    Even the faculty has been 
noticing the popularity. Shan-
non Summers first noticed 
it on Twitter and has been 
continually hearing about it 
in classes, and she is not the 
only one.
    “To be quite honest I have 
no clue what Yevvo is, but I 
know that it exists and I’ve 
seen an incredible wave of 
popularity,” Billy Shellen-
barger said.  “I do agree that 
it is hot.”

Photo Courtesy of Julia Wilkins 
Senior Julia Wilkins and senior Ben Brickner both are broadcasting to their followers. 

Seaholm Gets Stressed Over Homework

    “I think it is crazy that in 
one day practically a whole 
community heard of the app 
and downloaded it! The word 
spread of it so quickly. By the 
end of the first night I already 
had over 100 followers!!” Dent 
said.
    “But after awhile it will settle 
down and will give a lot of 
value because people will think 
about the times they want to 
go live… and they go live and 
everyone in their social circle 
has front seats to their lives 
and take parts in what their 
experiencing right now and 
I think that’s exciting,” said 
Rubin
     With updates coming soon, 
Rubin has big hopes for the 
future. Users will soon be able 
to tweet about their friends’ 
videos while they’re being 
broadcast without ever leaving 
the video, according to Rubin.
    Usage of Yevvo has de-

creased in the past few weeks, 
as students struggle with the 
decision of what to broadcast. 
    “Someone needs to figure 
out what it’s for,” Rogers said.  
“If we started doing like a 
broadcast rather than me just 
playing with my cat or some-
thing like that it might actu-
ally get somewhere.”
   According to Rubin the app 
can be used for anything.  
   “Seeing somebody stream 
from their hand in a concert is 
beautiful or even in his house 
sitting with friends having the 
time of their lives laughing 
and stuff,” Rubin said. 
    Students have made videos 
of anything from sporting 
events to driving in their car, 
illustrating Rubin’s belief that 
everyone leads an exciting life.
   “We definitely see Seaholm 
as an event of Yevvo’s,” Rubin 
said. “We definitely thank you 
for that.” 

Math

English
Science

Social Studies

The Highlander’s very own guide to help freshman get 
through their first set of finals and ace them- free of 2 am 
mental break downs

Finals Prep

Seaholm students introduce 
new app advancements.
   For sophomore Sebastian 
Fay, app development is a 
new passion. 
   After attending a two-week 
app development camp this 
summer at the University of 
Michigan, Fay shortly re-
leased his first app, called 
Color Dodge on October 13.
   Fay describes app develop-
ment as an enjoyable hobby 
that holds potential for a 
future job and opportunity. 
   His first app, Color Dodge, 
involves users playing from 
the perspective of a large pur-
ple ball. The users must steer 
the purple ball clear from a 
series of falling balls. This can 
be achieved through a free 
or restricted mode, following 
four levels of difficulty.
   “I was looking through 
the app store one day, just 
seeing what games were out. 
I didn’t see anything cool, 
so I was like, ‘Hey, what if I 
just created something that 

I would like, and I decided I 
could actually do it,’ Fay said. 
“I looked up how to do it, but 
I didn’t have the right tools, 
so I got the right tools, took 
a summer camp and learned 
how to do it.”
   Fay’s older sister, senior 
Fiona Fay is proud of Sebas-
tian’s accomplishments.
   “I think it’s a great starting 
point,” Fiona Fay said. “So, 
although it’s so simple, I think 
there’s so much behind the 
app that he put into it, a lot of 
hard work, and I know it’s a 
starting point for him so I’m 
really excited to see where it 
goes.” 
   Color Dodge is compatible 
with the iPhone, iPad, and 
iPod Touch. According to Fay, 
currently, Color Dodge has 
received 1500 downloads. 
   Fay recently released an up-
date for the app, on October 
29, in which he introduced 
new layout designs, and made 
users’ scores simultaneously 
appear while playing the app. 
   While app development is a 
new passion of Fay’s, he pre-
dicts pursuing it in the future 

and aspires to create an app 
ranked among the top 100. 
   Fiona Fay has confidence in 
her brother’s abilities and an-
ticipates app development as 
the stepping-stone to Sebas-
tian’s future. 
   “Sebastian is a very deter-
mined guy. He taught himself 
how to play the guitar. He 
does these things, he has a 
random obsession with some-
thing and he’ll go out and 

do it,” Fiona Fay said. “It’s 
interesting though, because 
he’ll do it and be like, ‘Okay, 
I conquered that, what’s 
next.’ So I’m curious to see, 
because this is not just like a 
one and done kind of thing. 
You can actually make this 
into a big, serious thing, and 
I’m interested to see how he’s 
going to take it.” 
   For Sophomore Andrew 
Arpasi app development has 

been an interest that took off 
from third grade, when he 
first began learning computer 
programming. 
  “I have been programing 
for a long time, since I was in 
third grade and I’ve always 
enjoyed programming and 
developing things in gen-
eral,” Arpasi said. “So, I first 
got into iOS last year and I 
thought it was a great plat-
form, great opportunity. So I 
started there.”
  StarCatch, Arpasi’s first app 
interested him in pursuing the 
industry of iOS development. 
In StarCatch, users’ goal is to 
catch red stars, while avoid-
ing blue stars; Arpasi initially 
created StarCatch to learn the 
process of app development. 
   PageStudio, Arpasi’s second 
app was designed for creat-
ing and editing websites for 
HTML. 
    “I got the idea [of PageStu-
dio] because I was looking for 
a good website editor for the 
iPad,” Arpasi said. “The apps 
that I found were either too 
junky or too expensive, so I 
decided to create Page Studio 

as something that would be 
a web editor, that I could use 
and sell it for a lot less, in 
comparison to the others.”
   Arpasi is in the process of 
releasing his third app, Mind-
Rush, soon. 
   “It’s [MindRush] a brain 
training game designed to 
exercise your brain,” Arpasi 
said. “Basically, its divided 
into ten second rounds of 
increasing difficulty where 
you must guess the first letter 
of the corresponding shape or 
the color of the text presented 
and it gets pretty intense very 
quickly. So, it’s really de-
signed to exercise your brain.” 
   Arpasi plans to pursue app 
development in the future. He 
strives to develop an app that 
would create a profound dif-
ference in the world. 
   “I like making things that 
people use and enjoy, and 
when I see people using my 
apps and enjoying them, it re-
ally makes me happy,” Arpasi 
said.  

Sebastian Fey’s app Color Dodge as it appears on the iPhone

Seaholm Students Develop New Apps
Monsiha Gowda
Editor of Opinion
Mgowda.shshighlander@gmail.com
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The Highlander surveyed students about how much homework was assigned, and now getting later in the trimester what their stress level is.



   Add another team to the 
Seaholm state champions 
list. The girls’ golf team won 
Division II states on Sat-
urday, October 19 against 

Okemos.

   The season as a whole for 
the golf team was one for 
the books. The Maples went 
undefeated in the regular 
season and made the come-
back of the century to win 
the state championship. 
   Not only did the team go 
undefeated in their regular 
division of Division II, but 
they also played up in a Divi-
sion I tournament and came 
back as champions of that as 
well. 
   Junior golfer Jamie Greene 
said that the key point of the 
season was being undefeated 
prior to the state tourna-
ment.
   “We were undefeated going 
into states,” Greene said. 
“That gave us a lot of confi-
dence going up against our 
competition.”
   Although the team carried 
the momentum of a perfect 

season into the state tourna-
ment, their first day of two 
at the tournament did not go 
in their favor. After the first 
day, the Maples were 17 shots 
behind the leading team. This 
was a tough obstacle to over-
come. 

   The large difference in 
scores did not falter this team, 
though. They came back and 
beat Okemos by one shot to 
win the state championship. 
   Greene characterized the 
feeling of being a state cham-
pion as surreal because the 
whole team knew that it was a 
once in a lifetime experience. 
   This season undoubtedly had 
more high than low points, but 
Greene claimed the high point 
was winning the tournament 
in Division I. 
   “The low point was definitely 
after the first day of states,” 
Greene said, “when we were 17 
shots behind.”
   The low point may have been 
after the first day, but that was 
soon wiped from their minds 
after they came from behind 
to win the State Title. 
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Photo Courtesy Of Chris Hill
The football team celebrating after their win over Groves on 
Friday, October 18. That win solidified the Maples’ second 
straight year winning the OAA Blue division. 

This year’s 
cross-town 
rivalry football 
game was one 
that will go 
down in his-
tory. Although 
both teams 

were undefeated before the 
game started, one team would 
have to lose that status. That 
team was Groves. 
   The game that took place at 
Maple Field on Friday, Octo-
ber 18 at seven in the evening 
was the first time in history 
both the Maples and the Fal-
cons met with an undefeated 
record. The Maples valiantly 
came out on top with a final 
score of 28-20. 
   This game was heavily 
anticipated by not only the 
students, staff, and commu-
nity of Birmingham, but was 
also covered as the Game of 
the Week by Channel Seven 
Action News WXYZ. 
   Every year, this game is seen 
as a brutal rivalry that will 
leave its mark on the students 
for a year until they meet 
again. The senior class that 
gets to see the team win one 
last time will be lucky enough 
to have that game reside in 
their memory as the last game 
against the team from down 
Cranbrook. 
   The image of maroon and 
white against white and green 
on the turf is a sight for sore 
eyes, but the fan sections of 

Reed My Lips: You Wish You 
Were a Maple

Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowersshshighlander@gmail.com

each team also provided to 
the rivalry aspect. On the 
good guys’ side, a sea of white 
outfits and white towels is 
seen and the smell of baby 
powder is left within the 
nose. On the other side, only 
back outfits and bright green 
towels are seen. 
   Although the game started 
in favor of the Falcons, 
Seaholm soon turned around 
the score and had a com-
manding presence for the 
rest of the game. Groves 
scored one fast touchdown 
off of a long run, but missed 
the extra point field goal 
which left them with a 6-0 
lead. Soon after, Groves’s 
running back Ross Williams 
took back a punt to put the 
Falcons up by 12-0 and after 
going for and missing a two 
point conversion, the Maples 
soon made their comeback. 
After taking control, Groves 
did not score another touch-
down until the last couple 
minutes of the game. 
   This game would be the 
deciding factor of the cham-
pion of the OAA Blue divi-
sion. With the win against 
Groves, the football team is 
now the repeating champs of 
this division. 
   “It feels great, especially be-
cause we were able to clinch 
it against Groves in that kind 
of atmosphere.” Senior safety 
Andrew Barton said, “Win-
ning league titles used to be 
the expectation at Seaholm 
and I think we’ve brought it 

back.” 

   Self deemed a southern 
girl at heart, senior lacrosse 
player, Allie Wright chose 
warm weather and lacrosse 
when she committed to Ken-
nesaw State University two 
weeks ago. 
   A division one school with 
a relatively new lacrosse 
program, Kennesaw State 
is located just twenty miles 
north of Atlanta.  
   “I think it’s a great fit for Al-
lie,” Coach Jen Dunbar said. 
   Playing lacrosse in college 
has been a dream of Wright’s 
since she started playing in 
eighth grade after a knee 
injury in soccer.
   “I knew I always wanted to 
play in college, but there were 
always the different levels 
when I would go to recruit-
ing tournaments and stuff,” 
Wright said. “I just thought 
that if you were going to put 
that much time into a sport 
in college it might as well be 
division one.”
   Ranked All-State with 
Birmingham United last year, 
Wright will be a key com-
ponent to Kennesaw State’s 
team, teammate Jill Fisher 
said. 
   “She will be successful at 
Kennesaw State because she 
loves the sport so much and 
is such a hard worker,” Fisher 
said. 
   The decision to go to Ken-
nesaw State was not an easy 
one for Wright. She also 
looked seriously at Niagara 
University in New York. 
   “I was looking at a lot of 
schools, but I had narrowed 
it down to those two because 
Niagara is in New York and 
I’m originally from Buffalo, 
New York. So, I knew the area 
super well. Then, Kennesaw 
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Senior Lacrosse Player Makes D1 Commitment 
State because I loved the new 
program and how it was kind 
of like a Michigan State, but 
in Georgia,” Wright said. “I 
ended up at Kennesaw be-
cause the aspect of it. Without 
lacrosse, I would have rather 
gone there so you have to look 
at that too.”

   The road to commitment 
has been paved with triumph 
for Wright from the beginning 
of her Seaholm career. 
   Freshman year, Wright 
played games with the JV 
team but was awarded the op-
portunity to practice with the 
Varsity team. 
   Her sophomore year, Bir-
mingham United won states, 
with Wright as a member 
of the Varsity team.  One of 
the few younger members, it 
thrust Wright into a role of 

responsibility, according to 
Wright. 
   “I feel like that was not 
only a huge achievement that 
everyone looks forward to but 
it’s kind of just like a goal to 
keep you moving for every 
season,” Wright said. “To like 
push you to work even harder 

to get that goal again.” 
   During her junior year, 
Wright experienced her 
first major challenges as she 
suffered from a breathing 
problem. Unable to identify 
the problem, Wright tried dif-
ferent prescribed inhalers and 
even took a lung function test 
at the hospital. 
   “It’s just something I have 
to push through because they 
can’t figure out what it is,” 
Wright said. “Playing through 
that was a huge obstacle 

because I often could not 
breathe.”
   Each year Wright has been a 
key component to Seaholm’s 
team in the midfield, and oc-
casionally center position. 
   “She’s extremely commit-
ted to the lacrosse team,” 
teammate Hannah Schuele 
said. “I’ve rarely seen another 
player get as excited, intense, 
and overall passionate about 
the game as Allie. “
   Not only does Wright play 
in the spring for Birmingham 
United, but she also plays 
year-round for her travel 
team, Detroit Lacrosse.  Ac-
cording to Wright, Detroit 
Lacrosse is made up of top 
players from every school in 
the area who travel together 
and play teams from other 
states, as far as Colorado and 
Florida. 
   “It is super competitive, but 
that’s awesome because that 
way you’re playing the best 
players and getting better,” 
Wright said. 
   In addition to travel, Wright 
also has workouts every 
Thursday with the Seaholm 
team and plays for All Ameri-
can Lacrosse in the winter. 
   The time commitment is all 
consuming for Wright espe-
cially during travel season, 
which is the winter and fall.   
   “It’s the only thing I do 
besides school and when I can 
free time,” Wright said. “Since 
it’s the only sport I play it 
definitely takes up a lot of my 
time.”
   Four years of intense 
lacrosse have lead Wright to 
a commitment she will meet 
with great intensity, according 
to Dunbar.
   “She’s worked hard to make 
this happen and will find 
herself in a program she can 
contribute to right away,” 
Dunbar said. 

Photo Courtesy Of Allie Wright

Allie Wright jogs during a game last season. Along with 
Birmingham Lacrosse, Wright plays for Detroit Lacrosse, 
All-American, and will play for Kennesaw State next year. 

Girls Golf Victory at States

Photo Courtesy Of Jamie Greene
The Girls’ Golf team poses for a picture after hearing the 
news of their state championship. 

   What started with oranges 
at half time and miniature 
goals has turned into college 
recruitment for seniors Jen-
nifer Kendall and JBess Ruby. 
   The two not only played to-
gether on a Birmingham Blaz-
ers U8 team, but have also 
played the last three years of 
Varsity soccer at Seaholm. 
   As captains for their senior 
years, the pair is looking 
forward to signing letters of 
intent from Division 1 and 
Division 2 schools for college 
soccer. 
   Kendall has had a verbal 
commit to Colorado School of 
Mines in Golden, Colorado for 
a month now. 
   With a verbal commit, Ken-
dall is waiting for a letter of 
acceptance from the school in 
order to sign. Until then, she 
is continuing to look at other 
schools, including Michigan 
Tech and Oakland University. 
   “I am most likely going to 
sign with Colorado. That’s my 
number one choice,” Kendall 
said. “It’s a really great school 
and really just seems like it’s a 
good fit.”
    Kendall has previously 
played soccer twice at sum-
mer elite ID camps at the 
Colorado School of Mines, 
which are camps for serious 
players interested in collegiate 
level play. Her second year 
at the camp was when the re-
cruitment really started, and 
Kendall began to feel at home 
within the school. 
   “Once I got there and was 
in the environment I realized, 

oh this is definitely the place 
I want to be,” Kendall said. “I 
could see myself playing with 
these girls. I could do well at 
the school and with soccer.”
   A major draw for Kendall to 
Colorado was the education 
factor. The Colorado School of 

Mines has one of the top engi-
neering schools in the coun-
try, an attraction for Kendall.
   “A big thing for me was 
school first, then soccer,” 
Kendall said. 
College soccer had always 
been on Kendall’s radar. It 
was not until Seaholm that 
Kendall realized the potential 
she had to play. 
   “It was definitely my fresh-
men year that it hit me that I 

wanted to play college soccer,” 
Kendall said. “Then my junior 
year Coach Manuel Rodriguez 
really prepared me. He put a 
lot of confidence in me, and 
was like you can go play at 
any school you want to.”
   Kendall has been a power-
house member of Seaholm’s 
team in all of her three years, 
specifically last season, ac-
cording to Rodriguez.
   “She was All District, All 
League, and she had twelve 
goals, eight assists, thirty-
three shots,” Rodriguez said.
   After years of playing soccer, 
Kendall is ready for the chal-
lenge of college soccer.
   “Jen is great at getting up 
the sidelines and creating 
great scoring opportunities,” 
teammate Savannah Wiseman 
said.
   Oranges at half time are no 
where to be found in colle-
giate play, however along with 
Kendall, Ruby is also set on 
the track for college soccer.
   “I think they will both ex-
ceed expectations in college,” 
teammate Hannah Haley said. 
“They built themselves to the 
top in soccer here and they 
will do it again wherever they 
go.”
   Ruby is in the process of 
debating between Central 
Michigan University and the 
University of Evansville, with 
a slight lean towards Evans-
ville. 
   “I met with the team at 
Evansville and because it is a 
lot smaller I could get indi-
vidual help,” Ruby said. “But I 
really like the coaching staff at 
Central.” 
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Girls Soccer Stars Take Next Step
   A gifted athlete, according to 
Rodriguez, Ruby will do great 
in college.
   “She sees the game very well, 
a perfect player for center 
forward,” Rodriguez said. 
   Unlike Kendall, Ruby de-
cided to continue playing soc-
cer in college only at the end 
of last season, much later than 
most girls. 
   “It was at the end of last 
high school season I realized 
I didn’t know what I would do 
if I didn’t play, so I realized I 
just have to play,” Ruby said. 
“Over the summer I was in 
contact with different coaches 
and went to six different ID 
camps.” 
   Ruby will need to make her 
decision in the next couple 
weeks.
   “Both schools are kind of 
waiting for a decision,” Ruby 
said. “I think it’s just getting 
down to where I can see my-
self, not only playing soccer, 
but also just going to school.”
   Regarded a leader on the 
field by herself, Ruby had six-
teen goals, fifteen assists, and 
seventy-three shots last year. 
   “JBess is great at making 
turns and getting a quality 
shot off from awkward angle,” 
Wiseman said. 
   The two both have big ex-
pectations of their final Maple 
season as they hope to win 
something, and big expecta-
tions for their future. 
   “Both of them are more than 
capable of playing at a high 
level,” Wiseman said. “I think 
they will fit in and have a great 
time wherever they go.”

After the Boys’ Tennis team 
experienced a successful 
season, they suffered a disap-
pointing run through the 
state tournament on Friday, 
October 18.
   The Maples finished sixth 
in the state, but had higher 
expectations. Last year, they 
finished fifth in the state and 
hoped to either repeat or sur-
pass that ranking this year. 
   In the regular season, the 
Maples had tied Rochester 
Adams, who later went on 

to beat Midland Dow, which 
was the team that eventually 
won states. Although they 
experienced success through-
out the season, the team 
was disappointed in their 
matches against Brother Rice 
and Groves. Against Rice, 
Seaholm did not win a single 
match. Although the Maples 
beat Groves almost every time 
they played, the one tie was 
heartbreaking enough. 
   Senior Chris Breeden and 
junior Alex Cross, who play as 
the three doubles pair expe-
rienced the most hardship 
during the state tournament. 
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Boys Tennis Season Finishes Abruptly
Although ranked third in the 
state before the tournament, 
they took a hard loss and 
elimination to Groves.  
   The only team without a 
seeding before the tourna-
ment was the four doubles 
pair of sophomore Will Geller 
and sophomore Brendan 
Knight. Because they were 
unseeded, they had to face a 
harder opponent in the first 
round which sent them home 
early. 
   Zaven Dadien, who was both 
the two singles and ranked 
second in the state, also took 
a tough loss in the first round 

to Portage Central which left 
the Maples with low hopes 
and low spirits. 
   Ben McDermott, the one 
singles, had a difficult season 
which was only followed by a 
difficult appearance and loss 
at states. 
   Although the Maples felt 
discouraged after the state 
tournament, they were still 
ranked within the top ten 
in the state for Division II 
tennis. Even though the team 
missed their goal of return-
ing to the fifth ranked team, 
they were only one place 
behind.

Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowersshshighlander@gmail.com

Photo by Thom Slavin
Jennifer Kendall gets ready 
to throw the ball in from the 
corner during a home soccer 
game. 
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