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   Can a parent bring a loaded handgun into a 
Michigan public school, during school hours?
   The answer could be a surprising and 
confusing “yes” and has Birmingham Public 
Schools administrators concerned, after a 
parent entered a school in October, peace-
fully, with a weapon.
   According to Deputy Superintendent Paul 
DeAngelis, school officials dealt with a situ-
ation “where a parent was in possession of a 
firearm while in an elementary school’s main 
office.”
   DeAngelis declined to name the school and 
the name of the alleged parent, on the advice 
of the district’s legal counsel.  No further 
detail was provided, however, Board Policy 
#7217 prohibits visitors, “including a parent, 
from possessing a weapon on any Birming-
ham Public Schools’ property.”
   DeAngelis said, in an e-mail to the High-
lander, this only excludes properly licensed 
parents with concealed firearms picking or 
dropping their children off at school from the 
seclusion of their own car. DeAngelis told the 
Highlander this policy is consistent with state 
and federal laws.
   After the incident, DeAngelis said the Board 
of Education notified the parent, in writing, of 
its concerns.  The following was given to the 
undisclosed parent: 
   “A [further] violation of this Policy will 
result in a referral to law enforcement officials 
for immediate removal of the person from the 
premises, as well as a request from criminal 
prosecution,” the letter said. “A violation may 
further result in exclusion of the person from 
the future visits to our schools and District-
sponsored events.”
   However, the district may be in a bind.  Ac-
cording to DeAngelis, the district’s outside 

legal counsel told them recent court rulings 
may invalidate the district’s policy. 
   The Michigan Court of Appeals, found in 
the court case Capital Area District Library 
v Michigan Open Carry that “…the Michigan 
Firearms and Ammunition Act prohibits a 
local unit of government from regulating 
the possession licensing or transportation of 
pistols or other properly licensed firearms”. 
Possession includes both open and concealed 
weapons. 
   Due to this case, Clark Hill PLC,  the dis-
trict’s legal counsel, issued a statement en-
titled “Right to Open Carry Firearms Cannot 
be Restricted.” 
   “Under this Act, properly licensed firearms 
may be openly carried anywhere in the state, 
expect in those areas specifically prohibited 
by Act 319 and other applicable law (although 
the list of prohibited areas includes “school 
property” the prohibition does not apply to 
individuals licensed by Michigan or another 
state to carry a concealed weapon),” the act 
says. 
   With this court ruling, under Michigan Law, 
the Birmingham school district does not ap-
pear to have the authority of stopping some-
one from bringing a gun onto school grounds. 
   However, that ruling appears to conflict 
with US federal law.  
   The Gun Free Zone Act prohibits anyone to 
knowingly have a firearm that has moved into 
a school zone.  A “school zone” is defined as 
on private or public school grounds or 1,000 
feet from the grounds of a public, private 
school.
   According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Susan 
E. Gillooly, the Deputy Chief of the General 
Crimes Unit (Eastern District, Michigan), the 
penalty for violating the law is “not more than 
$5000, up to five years’ imprisonment, or 
both”. 
   “A conviction under this statute will cause 
an individual to then become a ‘prohibited 
person’ under the Gun Control Act of 1968, 
which will bar them from legally owning 
firearms the rest of their life,” Gillooly told the 

Highlander.
   In order to enforce the federal law and pur-
sue a federal case, federal resources – ranging 
from federal law enforcement officials to fed-
eral prosecutors – would need to be allocated. 
   Federal assistance, in these situations, ap-
pears to be unlikely. For the policy to change 
at the local level, it will need to occur first 
at the state. According to the Clark Hill PLC 
report, school districts are encouraged to 
“consider contacting your area legislatures” to 
change policy. 
   The Highlander contacted a spokesper-
son for the Brady Campaign, a gun control 
advocacy group that has previously been in 
support of gun regulations, and briefed the 
group on the incident. The spokesperson 
declined comment and instead directed the 
Highlander to Smartgunlaws.com.  This site 
only confirmed Michigan does not allow local 
government to regulate firearms or to en-
force discretion or deny a concealed handgun 
license. 
   The Highlander also contacted The National 
Rifle Association, a Second Amendment 
advocacy group. The NRA declined comment, 
despite multiple phone calls and e-mails from 
the Highlander. 
   According to BPS School Board Secretary 
Robert Lawrence, this issue goes beyond the 
Second Amendment.
   “I fully support Second Amendment rights,” 
Lawrence said in an email to the Highlander. 
“But I also fully support common sense in 
applying regulatory powers vested at the state 
level.”
   Despite the confusion, according to DeAnge-
lis, the district will continue to enforce policy 
#7217. 
   “It remains our position as a district that we 
will contact the police anytime we see anyone 
carrying a gun on school property,” DeAngelis 
said in an e-mail. “We will be communicating 
with our stakeholders and reps in Lansing to 
advocate for a change in this interpretation of 
the law.”
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 Birmingham students go to Seaholm, Troy 
students go to Troy High or Athens, and 
Bloomfield Hills students go to Andover. 
   This is how the school system has always 
functioned in Michigan. Students who live 
in a certain district are expected to go to a 
certain school.
   But this could change.
   The Oxford Foundation, a conservative 
think tank, and current House Bill 5923, 
sponsored by Lisa Lyons and Joe Haveman, 
two western Michigan Republicans,could 
change the way in which schools are funded. 
   And if the bill passes, students to choose 
where they go to school.
   “The Oxford proposals seek to tie fund-
ing directly to the student rather than to the 
school district,” School Board Secretary Rob-
ert Lawrence said. 
   Lawrence said the proposed changes are 
radically different then the current system.
   “This is dramatically different from today’s 
arrangement, where students enroll in schools 
based on their home address, and the schools 
receive funding based on the number of en-
rolled students,” Lawrence said. 
   The bill, which is currently being studied by 
the House education committee, was intro-
duced September, 20. A formal vote has not 
been scheduled.
   Assistant principal Deb Boyer said the 
proposed changes would basically allow each 
student to do whatever they want with their 
education within the allotted money given.
   “It’s like a grant,” Boyer said. 
   According to Lawrence, all these changes 
come from a plan to alter the philosophy of 
the School Aid Act, which is the current sys-
tem of school district funding. 
   According to the Oxford Foundation’s web-
site, the manner in which they want to alter 
school funding would help modernize the 
Michigan education system. 
   “A modern public education law would be 
based primarily on the interests of the stu-
dent, not the particular school or schools 
he or she attends,” the Oxford Foundation 
website states. “A 21st Century public educa-
tion system would recognize the diversity of 
competing schools and educational approach-
es necessary to meet the needs of a diverse 
population.”
   According to Lawrence, these changes could 
only harm the Birmingham School District.
   “It would represent a massive reduction in 
student funding,” Lawrence said. “Birming-
ham spends $11,774 per student, with the 
state foundation allowance providing approxi-
mately $7,897 of that amount.”  
   According to Lawrence, this is because the 
extra funding comes from the locally ap-
proved and collected school district millages, 
which have been in place and supported since 
1994. The Oxford proposals would eliminate 
that local school district support.      
    Boyer believes another issue with these new 
changes is that many students may want to 
come to Seaholm with the new funding mech-
anism, but there is no guarantee Seaholm 
would be able to accommodate them.
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Junior Noah Gaber gets sentenced. He played both perpetrators in 
the Laramie Project. 
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Sophomore Chrystyna Strumbos played a teacher from 
Laramie, Wyoming. 

Photo By Adrian Jara

Junior Sara Kmiec addresses the audience as a 
character in the Laramie Project. 
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into a BPS elementary 
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criminal charges?  
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Briefs 
Open 
House 
Successful
By Kendall Hitch
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Senior Courtney Kezlarian performs a monologue from The Laramie Project. 

Though controversial, the play was well received by students and teachers alike.

8th Graders to 
Tour Seaholm 

Attendance 
Could Soon 
Impact 
Parking Passes

By Kendall Hitch
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    Tuesday, November 20, 
Derby students will come to 
tour Seaholm.
   According to assistant 
principal Deb Boyer, the 
program will run the almost 
identically to the previous 
years’ programs.
   The program will include 
upperclassmen volunteers 
giving tours and participat-
ing on a student panel.
   Students from National 
Honors Society will be given 
the opportunity to volunteer 
at the event for community 
service hours. 

   Sunday, November 4, 
Seaholm hosted its annual 
open house. 
   According to principal Dee 
Lancaster the open house was 
an overall success. 
   Although the overall num-
ber of families dropped from 
124 in 2011 to 109 in 2012, 
Lancaster believes the stu-
dents who were truly inter-
ested in attending Seaholm 
came to the open house.
   “I think the students that 
really wanted to be there 
were there,” Lancaster said. 
“The students who were 
actually shopping around for 
schools came out.” 
   Lancaster said the slightly 
lower turnout was do the 
poor weather conditions last 
Sunday.
   Lancaster also said that 
most of the students who 
visited were Birmingham 
Covington Schools students 
who were deciding between 
Seaholm and Groves. 

   According to principal Dee 
Lancaster the new trimester 
will mark the start of enforc-
ing new attendance policies 
for upper classmen.
   Specifically, starting Janu-
ary 15, parking passes will be 
tied to student’s attendance.
   Lancaster said that, al-
though the administrators 
have not made any exact 
decisions on the number of 
absences that justify getting 
a parking pass revoked, they 
know that all absences will 
figure into the decision.
   “ Extended periods of ill-
ness will be considered, but 
things like vacations will not 
count,” Lancaster said. 

   A tragedy can define a town. 
It can also strengthen a com-
munity. This is one of the 
many messages presented in 
The Laramie Project, a play 
which involves real interviews 
from the citizens of Laramie 
and addresses the aftermath 
of a deadly beating that for-
ever changed a city.
   On Wednesday, Seaholm 
students presented this play 
to the sophomore, junior, and 
senior classes.
   “I think we had a good 
reaction for most of it, even 
though we probably cut out a 
third of the entire show,” said 
junior Ryan Glavin, an actor 
in the play. “We had a good 
student reaction from it and 
I hope that students under-
stand the message of the play, 
which is acceptance. If that is 
all people get out of it, that’s a 
good thing.”
   J.P. Tallent, a senior at 
Seaholm and an actor in the 
production, agreed.
   “From what I heard from 
around school, people actu-
ally enjoyed it,” he said. “And 
I thought it went well too, I 
thought it was a good way 
to talk about an iffy subject 
around the school.”
   Some teachers thought that 
the play would be disruptive 
because students would be 
required to miss class.
   “I had teachers who emailed 
that said, as always, it’s right 
before finals, so there was a 
lot of grumbling about miss-
ing class right before finals,” 
said principal Dee Lancaster. 
“But everybody said, includ-
ing some of the toughest ones 
who have a lot of content to 
go over, that it was well worth 
giving up the morning of class 
in order to do that. Overall it 

was very positive.”
   Lancaster added student at-
tendance was not a problem.
   “I only had six students who 
officially turned in the opt-
out form,” Lancaster said. 
“Now were there people who 
stayed home that morning, 
maybe for that reason, there 
could be, but they got called 
in. There were only about 45 
students out, which is our 
average. Our attendance was 
very good.”
   Scott Craig the GSA and 
Diversity Club sponsor who 
is involved with The Laramie 
Project, was pleased with the 
reactions of students to the 
play.
   “I thought that students 
were actually both very re-
spectful and really interested 
in what was happening. I 
thought the audience really 
listened to the play,” he said. 
“They were really impressed 

by the fact that there were so 
many of their fellow students 
standing up there and stick-
ing their neck out by being 
facilitators.”
   After the Wednesday 
performance, students were 
led by student facilitators in 
discussions. Students talked 
about the overall message of 
the play and the importance 
of acceptance at Seaholm.
   “I was worried we would 
have had a lot of I don’t want 
to do this, I don’t agree, but I 
think the way that we framed 
it wasn’t about the morality 
or immorality of being gay it 
was more about how we treat 
people and see people,” Lan-
caster said. “I thought it was 
good and the student facilita-
tors did a fantastic job.”
   According to Craig, the dis-
cussions went well.
   “From the reports I heard, 
some classes had great dis-

cussions, some classes it was 
hard to get discussions going, 
so it was probably uneven. 
But the fact that we did it is 
the important thing.”
   Seaholm senior Dana Smith 
was uncertain about the play’s 
long term impact.
   “I don’t think Seaholm will 
be any different but I think it 
was a good message to have 
for the school,” Smith said.
   Junior Noah Gaber, an actor 
in The Laramie Project, also 
thought that the play went 
well but he doesn’t think it 
will end up making a change 
at Seaholm.
   “I think that the play might 
have opened some Seaholm 
students’ minds but I don’t 
think that just one play and 
one discussion are enough 
to change an entire school’s 
mindset,” Gaber said. “But it’s 
very good that we did it.”

Laramie Project a Success 

Smart Phones in Class: Want or Need?

Flex Presents Midterm Projects

Photo By Madeline Tew
Mr. Cibor looks at Flex midterm projects. Students were 
given approximately a month and a half for completion. 

Photo By Madeline Tew
Two Flex students present their midterm project at the Flex 
Conference outside of the auditorium.
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   Books, check. Pencils, 
check. Smartphone, check.
   In the last two years the 
district has shifted its policy, 
going from a cell phone ban, 
to a new policy which encour-
ages cell phone use in the 
classroom. This year, many 
teachers have decided to use 
smart phones as a tool for 
21st Century Learning. Social 
studies teacher Bob Carleton 
allows smart phones to be 
used in class. Carleton allows 
smart phone use in his classes 
in order to look things up and 
improve in class discussion, 
they are also used as a useful 
tool for research. 
   “I have no problem with 
you taking notes you know, 
accessing Wiggio, the online 
community, looking stuff 
up,” Carleton said. “I have no 
problem with it.”
   However some students, 
such as senior Kim Lakocy 
don’t own smart phones and 
as a result say they’re missing 
out. 
   “It’s kind of a disadvan-
tage,” Lakocy said. “I can’t 
start online homework during 
class. I might be able to par-
ticipate more or finish more 
work in class if I had one.”

would be able to accommo-
date them.
   “I may have another 50 
students that want to come 
to Seaholm,” Boyer said. “But 
what do I tell them when we 
already have 1400 students?” 
   According to Boyer, is-
sues similar to this are yet 
to be clarified by the Oxford 
Foundation or the House 
Bill, leaving some questions 
unanswered.
   An attempt to fund schools 
like charter schools, which 
the Oxford Foundation be-
lieves in, has occurred before. 
Boyer said these attempts 
were not successful because 
districts stated that they 
were not open enrollment 
and wouldn’t accept students 
from their home district.
   “What the state wants to 
do now is say that all schools 
have be open enrollment,” 
Boyer said. 
   According to Lawrence, the 
effects of the bill would be felt 
outside of the school system 
itself as well. He believes the 
proposed changes could lower 
Birmingham property values. 
   “It’s a widely accepted fact 
that quality schools sup-
port strong home values,” 
Lawrence said. “Promoting 
a scheme that cuts Birming-
ham’s funding to the state 
minimum would diminish the 
educational advantage our 
community has historically 
supported - and the histori-
cally strong property values 
that we enjoy as a by-product 
of that support.”  
   Although there are many 
potential harmful impacts 
of the bill on Birmingham, 
Boyer does see the good in 
what the Oxford Foundation 
is proposing.
   “There are restrictions but 
it would allow you to take 
courses online in lieu of what 
your school offered,” Boyer 
said.
   According to Boyer, this 
option would be helpful for 
students who learn better in 
different environments of at 
different times during the 
day.  
   Despite this added benefit, 
Lawrence warns there could 
be some repercutions to 
this kind of flexible funding 
system.
   “Planning and budgeting 
would also be harmed be-
cause students could choose 
to be “schooled” at any time, 
in any place, and in any way,” 
Lawrence said. “Continuity 
and consistency of programs, 
staff, and support would be 
difficult to maintain.”
   As for the likelihood of 
these changes taking place, 
Lawrence said it is certain 
that there will be some type of 
changes to the School Aid Act 
in the next year and that it 
is speculated that House Bill 
5923 will be voted on some-
time during the lame duck 
session.
   “Governor Snyder has 
explicitly solicited the input 
of the Oxford Foundation as 
part of his drive to rewrite the 
School Aid Act,” Lawrence 
said.
   Principal Dee Lancaster 
believes the bill has a large 
probability of passing.
   “I’m not sure when it will 
pass but it seems like a done 
deal,” Lancaster said.

Funding     
Cont. from page  1

According to  a Flex 
Press release, on 
November 1, 2012, 
Seaholm Flex students 
participated in a proj-
ect where they decon-
structed a common 
product such as cray-
ons or a shirt. They 
had  to apply what 
they had learned to the 
flour global lenses. For 
the 2012-2013 school 
year, the four lenses 
are Environmental 
Justice, Social Justice, 
Peace Studies and Eco-
nomic Justice. 

   According to Carleton, 
education is currently head-
ing in a direction where smart 
phones will become a more 
essential part of learning. 
   “It seems like that is going 
to be the case. We’re going 
to need some sort of wireless 
device that’s going to get you 
to the internet and things like 
that,” Carleton said. “I think 
it’s headed that way.”
   

While teachers like Carleton 
are optimistic about the use of 
smart phones as tools, some 
teachers, like social studies 
teacher Dawn Whitehead are 
cautious that educators are 
becoming too dependent on 
technology. 
   “I believe that 21st Century 
Teaching and Learning has 
many facets. One of those is 
technology and I think it’s im-
portant for students to always 
understand that,” Whitehead 
said. “What I’m hoping will 
not happen is that in two 

years or three years there’ll 
be this expectation that every 
student would have technolo-
gy that they would have com-
pletely on their own because 
there are students who for a 
multitude of reasons cannot 
afford or cannot manage to 
have technology.”
   While cost is an issue 
students like Senior Sydney 
VanHulle, believe that smart 

phones aren’t necessary for 
learning.  
   “I don’t have one and my 
upgrade isn’t until June,” 
VanHulle said. “But personal-
ly I really don’t see the point 
of using smart phones, when 
you could just use a comput-
er, or just pen and paper.” 
   Spanish teacher January 
Hladki believes in using tech-
nology in the classrooms but 
she also realizes that there 
are some disadvantages to us-
ing smart phones in class. In 
a survey, Hladki said

   “We use them three to four 
times a week,” Hladki said. 
“for Spanish to wordrefer-
ence.com. It keeps students 
interested and it allows them 
to access current resources. 
Online translators are a dis-
advantage though.”
   Teacher Barbara Slatin 
shares a similar opinion with 
Hladki, she believes that more 
technology should be avail-
able but in different forms.  
   “I think in some areas I 
think we’re gonna see more 
integration of tablets, iPads 
things like that rather than 
phones I think that we have to 
remember that this is a high 
school there has to be re-
sponsibility with phones and 
teenagers doesn’t always go 
hand in hand,” Slatin said. “I 
don’t know if we’ll see more of 
it I think we’ll see more of the 
laptop, tablet, iPad route.”
   Senior Olivia Bryant agrees 
with the use of technology 
in class but she thinks that 
sometimes the expectations 
are unfair.  
   “I do think it’s unfair that 
they expect that of us,” Bryant 
said. “I have an iPad so it’s 
not too bad but I don’t like 
how teachers just expect you 
to have a smart phone.”

“I don’t life how teachers just 
expect you to have a smart 

phone”

- Senoir Olivia Bryant

Seniors Sign 
Letters of 
Intent

By Kelsey McClear

   Seaholm held an NCAA 
signing ceremony, Wednes-
day November 14 to honor 
the senior athletes who 
signed national letters of 
intent. 
   The athletes signing 
included Frencesco Ruffino 
for golf, Jordan Lennington 
for softball, Andrea Gothard 
for volleyball and Kathy 

Quigley for lacrosse. 



highlander 3thursday, november 15, 2012 
the highlander 248.203.3803
www.seaholmhighlander.com

5 Things You Should Know 
About the Election

Proposals Voted Down

Rinschler and Fenberg     
Re-elected to BPS Board

Photo By Madeline Tew
One of the many voting precinct locations throughout Bir-
mingham. 

How Birmingham Voted

1-NO
Kathleen Davis 
Editor-in-Chief, Web 
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

4-NO

3-NO

2-NO

6-NO

5-NO
Kelsey McClear 
Editor-in-Chief 
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

years, we have dealt with a 
midyear cuts and uncertain 
funding.  We must continue to 
work with legislators to find 
solutions that meet the need 
of all of our students.”
   Rinschler echoed Fenberg’s 
ideas about funding. 
   “I am deeply concerned 
about the forthcoming chang-
es which are in the developing 
stages to the state school aid 
fund and most importantly 
how the proposed changes 
will impact our students,” 
Rinschler said. 

   The next thing the board has 
to look forward to is prepar-
ing to work on the Strategic 
Planning for the spring of 
2013. 
   “I will work purpose-
fully and imaginatively as a 
member of the committee to 
update our mission statement 
and develop goals designed 
to assure academic excel-
lence, efficient management 
of resources and professional 
development that supports 
our excellent staff,” Fenberg 
said. 

Would have established an 
emergency manager for cities 
in times of financial emergency 
and could include complete 
reorganization of the local 
government until the crisis is 
diverted. Could have been used 
to help poverty stricken cities 
such as Detroit and Flint, but 
did not pass.

Would have granted unions 

constitutional protection to 

organize and bargain collec-

tively and enforce bargaining 

agreements. If passed, would 

have particularly protected 

the jobs and rights of union 

workers, particularly teachers 

and auto workers.

Would have required electric 
companies to use at least 25% 
of their resources from ‘clean 
energy’, such as wind power, 
solar, and hydropower by 
2025. Though expensive, the 
proposal would have helped 
protect the environment and 
not deplete as many nonre-
newable resources as recent 
years.

Would have allowed in-home 

care workers for the Michigan 

Quality Home Care Council 

to collectively bargain, and 

cement this in the Michigan 

Constitution. Would have 

created a new registry for 

MQHCC workers and protect-

ed their jobs constitutionally.

Would have made a constitu-

tional amendment to require 

a 2/3 vote in the State House 

and State Senate to raise taxes. 

Was vocally opposed by Gover-

nor Snyder. Would have made 

it more difficult for the govern-

ment to raise tax levels, even in 

times of need.

Would have required an 
amendment to the constitu-
tion to let the people vote on 
whether or not an additional 
bridge to Canada would be 
built. Because it did not 
pass, traffic into Canada via 
the Ambassador Bridge will 
lessen and more Detroit-area 
construction workers can be 
hired for the project.

Presidential Election

Michigan Senator

1. Wisconsin’s Tammy Baldwin became the first 

openly gay member of the House of Reps.

2. Obama won most of his votes from women, 

minorities, young people, and those from large 

cities.

3. The legalization of marijuana was approved in 

Colorado and Washington.

4. Gay marriage was legalized in Maine, 

Maryland and Washington. An amendment 

defining marriage between a man and a woman 

was defeated in Minnesota. 

5. The two presidential candidates collectively 

spent roughly one $Billion on the campaign

The Maple Tree will 
be open 2, 3 and 5 
hour next trimester

   The Birmingham commu-
nity voted to re-elect both 
Geri Rinschler and Michael 
Fenberg to the BPS School 
Board positions.
   Rinschler has been a mem-
ber of the school board for 
the past 16 years and Fen-
berg for the past eight and a 
half.  
   “The most enjoyable aspect 
of my volunteer work has 
always been to witness the 
success of our students as 
they march onto the stage on 
graduation day,” Rinschler 
said.  
   Rinschler and Fenberg 
were running against 
21-year-old, University of 
Michigan student Mary Blake 
and Birmingham resident 
John Connelly. Both Connel-
ly and Blake expressed that 
they were not interested in 
running anymore, however 
their names were still on the 
ballot. 
   BPS School board members 
serve a four-year term and 
elections always take place 
on even years. 
   Both Rinschler and Fen-
berg stressed their concern 
for the future of public edu-
cation funding and aid. 
   “The first priority [in the 
coming years] involves work-
ing with the state to provide 
stable and predictable fund-
ing for our schools,” Fenberg 
said. “Over the last eight 
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Keep Calm and Carry On
Staff Editorial
   In the year, months and, especially, days 
leading up to the 2012 presidential election, 
it seemed impossible to log onto a social net-
working site or leave the house without being 
reminded of the upcoming vote. 
   Tweets, Facebook statuses, signs, and bum-
per stickers supporting one candidate or 
bashing another were everywhere.
   This isn’t a bad thing; it’s promising to see 
so many people caring so passionately about 
the future of our country.

   Keeping that in mind, now that the election 
has passed, it is important that people don’t 
let their passions get too out of hand.  It is 
one thing to support a candidate in the time 
leading up to the election, but it is also im-
portant to support the President in the four 
years afterward.
   Last Tuesday, Barack Obama was reelected 
as President of the United States.  It was a 
close race, but, after taking the key swing 
state of Ohio, the incumbent pulled ahead of 
his challenger.  
   His supporters were ecstatic, taking to 

Twitter and Facebook to declare “Four More 
Years!”  while those who supported the Re-
publican candidate Mitt Romney went to 
sleep, naturally, disappointed.  But whether 
that night was spent celebrating or protest-
ing, it is time now to move past the campaign 
frenzy.
   What Republicans and Pro-Romney Ameri-
cans everywhere must remember is that their 
candidate’s loss isn’t the end of the world.  In 
four years there will be another election and 
another candidate to get behind. 
   Hopefully, with the campaign out of the 

way, things can start to get done in Washing-
ton D.C. 
   What Obama supporters must realize is 
that his election does not reflect the mind-
set of the whole country.  Half of the country 
was enough of a majority to reelect the Presi-
dent, but not enough to please 100 percent of 
Americans. 
   It is true that 50 percent of the voting popu-
lation did not vote for President Obama to be 
reelected. But whether you’ve been rooting 
for him or for another candidate over the last 
few months, it is time to let that go, at least 
until 2016.

As the holiday season quickly approaches many people start thinking about their purchases soon to be made. The biggest shopping day 
of the year, Black Friday, is filled with crazed 40-year-old women that will let nothing get in the way of buying their precious children 

the perfect gift for a few bucks less. Here are a few things to know to make it through this years Black Friday.

5 Things You Need to Know: Black Friday Shopping
Content by Meghan Flynn

   The Lara-
mie project 
was a posi-
tive expe-
rience.  It 
showcased 
s t u d e n t s ’ 
talents, al-
lowed time 
for charac-
ter educa-

tion, and gave the school a 
chance to come together over 
something positive.
    That is, 75% of the school. 
   While the sophomores, ju-
niors, and seniors were view-
ing the Laramie Project, the 
freshmen were off in a “Cram-
ming and Cocoa” session.
   “Cramming and Cocoa” was 
a workshop designed to teach 
the freshmen how to study for 
finals.
   While it is true that many 
freshmen need help prepar-
ing for their first set of finals, 
the trade off with viewing the 
Laramie Project and the dis-
cussion sessions that went 

with it was not a good choice.
   Considering the administra-
tion was attempting to use The 
Laramie project as a charac-
ter education element for the 
school, it was a mistake to 
leave the freshmen out.
   Freshmen will be at Seaholm 
the longest of any grade. 
   If a character education les-
son of any kind was taken 
from the play, it would be the 
most beneficial to the fresh-
men because they are the stu-
dents who will be setting the 
tone when all the current up-
perclassmen have graduated.
   Also, the discussion groups 
that took place after the play 
would have been extremely 
beneficial for the freshmen.
   Seeing upper classmen dis-
cussion group leaders show 
that Seaholm cares about 
character would have pro-
vided freshmen with people 
to look up to, as well as a great 
mindset for the future.
   Additionally, the freshmen 
are the students who needed 
to discuss the topics in the 
play, such as discrimination, 
the most. 

   They have just entered a 
new school, and establishing 
the climate they want to see 
among their peers at Seaholm 
would have provided them 
with confidence in the fact 
that they can stand up against 
issues like discrimination, and 
be supported by the student 
body.
   A lot of the reasoning behind 
the freshmen not seeing the 
play is the sheer size of the au-
ditorium. 
   However, due to the impor-
tance of the topics discussed 
in the play, it would have been 
beneficial, and a fairly easy so-
lution, to split the classes up 
into two groups.
   That way, half of the school 
could see the play in the morn-
ing and half could see the play 
in the afternoon.
   It is true that this would 
take some rearranging of the 
schedule- but the school day 
was already altered and this 
slight difference would not 
outweigh the benefit of the en-
tire school getting to see the 
play.

Freshmen Miss Valuable Lesson
Kendall Hitch
News Editor
kchitch@seaholmhighlander.com

Commentary

Silence in 
the class-
room.  Not 
the semi-
q u i e t n e s s 
that comes 
from an op-
p o r t u n i t y 
for students 
to work, but 

an unintended and seemingly 
unending lack of noise during 
educational time.  
   Seaholm students may physi-
cally be in the classroom, but 
according to Seaholm teachers 
they need to be there mentally 
if they want to succeed. 
   “I worry that my students 
feel that the way to learn is just 
to listen and I will tell them 
everything that's important 
to know,” math teacher Thad 
Wilhelm said, “No matter how 
lucidly I explain a concept, I 
cannot understand it for my 
students.  They have to con-
struct their own knowledge.”

   A study by Nobel Prize win-
ner Carl Wieman stated that 
the method of teaching is more 
important than the teacher.  
He said that it is most impor-
tant to allow students to have 
an active role in the classroom.
   “All knowledge is constructed 
knowledge, knowledge is not 
the result of passive reception.  
Students have to be actively 
engaged in this constructive 
process,” Wilhelm said, “If you 
learn and understand, then 
grades will follow.”
   "When I ask my classes a 
question, I look to see if my 
students are thinking about 
it or if they are waiting for 
somebody to answer," Eng-
lish teacher Mitch Nobis said.  
"There shouldn't always be an 
answer right away, but every 
student should be engaged 
and thinking about the ques-
tion."
   Seaholm's band director Tim 
Cibor also believes that the key 
for student success is that stu-
dents are interested and en-
gaged in their education.

   "I ask individuals for an-
swers,” Cibor said.  “It helps 
that student learn more and 
it wakes everybody else up.  
They know that they should 
be figuring out the question as 
well.” 
   Nobis prefers to have his stu-
dents answer at their own lei-
sure; however, he wants them 
to devote themselves to their 
education when they are in a 
discussion. 
   "In English there is so much 
discussion that students 
should at least take a shot 
at the question,” Nobis said.  
“It doesn't matter if they are 
wrong because they will get 
more out of the class." 
   That does not mean it needs 
to be every student's goal to be 
called on for every question.
   "There should be a happy me-
dium in answering questions,” 
said Nobis.  “I have kids whose 
hands haven't gone up all term 
and they would be much more 
prepared for the future if they 
would choose to be engaged."

Adam Peirce
Staff Writer
apeirce@seaholmhighlander.com

Participation Encourages Comprehension
Commentary

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:
Why do think the girls are dominating the sports this year, more than guys?

“Sometimes guys want to 
beat certain people rather 
than win. Girls are more 
motivated to win overall.”  

-Junior Caitlin Deluca

“The girls are more com-
petitive this year.”  

-Senior Mark Lindsey

“They are more 
motivated”  

-Sophomore Jack 
Vernocke 

“Cause girls are more 
athletic.”  

-Freshman Martinique 
Tiffin

Photos by Madeline Tew
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The Road to an 
With finals near, the 
Highlander provides the dos and 
don’ts of studying 

Seaholm Seniors

What to Avoid

A
Coffee Shop

Friend’s House

Pros:
It’s a different environment, 
easy access to caffeine 
Cons:
Can be loud, during finals week 
can be crowded 
Quote: 
“I get more work done than I 
would studying at home. Plus I 
get to have coffee.”
 -Senior Jessica Wells 

Library 
Pros:
Quiet, unlimited resources to 
help you study
Cons:
Can be crowded during popular 
test taking times, can  be intimi-
dating 
Quote: 
“[The library] is a nice, quiet 
place to get my work done and 
study.”
 -Junior Bryce Shanaman

How to Study for... 
Math English 

Science 

“Get organized, find trouble areas, 
relearn (focus on trouble areas), 
overview study, test yourself, intense 
study and wrap-up.”
 Information courtesy of Carol 
Pinneo

“The freshmen need to study their notes! 
They can check Mr. Shell’s and Mrs. Can-
field’s websites for PPTs that may be posted 
there if they’ve missed anything. If they want 
to see quizzes or tests, they need to see their 
small group teacher during X block.”
 ~ Jane LaBond, English teacher

“My first piece of advice is that it is never too 
early to start studying for finals... I would break 
the older content into smaller, more manageable 
pieces and begin reviewing those each night... 
I would also encourage students to use x-block 
and any other time provided to ask questions 
and review old tests.” 
 ~Kevin Hoffmeyer, Science teacher

Social Studies
“First of all, do not freak out. Second, look 
at the review sheet and tell the story of the 
unit. Incorporate the terms into the story. 
Third, ask questions to the teacher. Last, 
find good classmates to study with.” 
 ~Robert Carleton, Social Studies 
teacher

How to 
De-stress

Do nothing for two minutes: 
Watch waves crash on the beach 
while you listen to the sounds of the 
ocean for a calming effect. 

http://www.donothingfor2minutes.com/

Get some Zzzz’s: 
According to a West-Bloomfield-
based pediatrician, sleep is needed 
to fight infections, build connec-
tions in the brain and can increase 
productivity in school. 

Go to the gym: 
According to an article on Natural 
News, exercise essentially burns 
away the chemicals that cause 
stress in the body. 

“How you study should 
really depends on the 
class. For history, it’s all 
about memorization and 
understanding the series 
of events. In math, it’s 
less about memorization 
and more about practice.” 

-Madison Censoni 

“Finals [are] a great 
time to download 
some new apps 
for your iPhone or 
iTouch. Works every 
year.” 

-Matt Wolkhamer 

“I’m very spontanous, 
I just wing it.”
 -Nick Farida

“Start organizing what 
you know and what 
you don’t know ahead 
of time.”
 -Masha 
Parfenov

Offer Advice

Study 
Toolbox

Starbucks Coffee:
 Location: Maple and Lahser
 Hours: Mon-Sat 5am- 10pm 
Sun 6am-9pm 
Caribou Coffee: 
 Location: Woodward and 
Normandy
 Hours: Mon-Fri 6:30 am- 
10pm, Sat 6:30am to 11 pm, Sun 
7am-11pm 
Biggby Coffee:
 Location: Old Woodward
 Hours: Mon-Sat 6am-9pm, 
Sun 7am-9pm 

Birmingham Library:
 Location: Merrill 
Street
 Hours: Mon-Thur 
9:30am-9pm, Fri-Sat 9:30am-
5:30pm, Sun Noon-5pm 
Bloomfied Hills Library:
 Location: Telegraph 
and Lone Pine
 Hours: Mon-Thur 
9:30am-9pm, Fri 9:30am- 
6:30pm, Sat 9:30am-5:30pm, 
Sun Noon- 5pm

Pros:
Two brains are better than one, 
can make studying more in-
tresting
Cons: 
You can get easily sidetracked
Quote
“I study with friends because it 
makes it more fun and helps me 
with the concepts I have trouble 
with.”
 -Senior Anna Collins 

A survey of 70 students, grade lev-
els 10 through 12, on where they 
normally study for finals. 

Coffee shop: 
8.69%

Library:
15.94%

Don’t study:
8.69% Friend’s 

house:
2.89%

Your own house:
63.76%

Your cell phone
 Avoid studying with 
your phone, it is a major dis-
traction. 

Studying the night before
 Don’t wait until the 
night before to study for 
finals, you’ll have too much to 
do.

Too much caffine
 Drinking to much 
caffine can make you lose 
focus. 

Gum:
Gum helps to 
get your blood 
pumping. 

Water 
Bottle:
Being 
hydrated 
helps you 
focus bet-
ter. 

Emergen-C:
Helps build 
up your im-
mune system 
so you don’t 
get sick. 

Stop watch:
Help with time 
drills for math 
and science 
classes. 

iPod
Music helps you tune 
out everything around 
you
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   Junior Hannah King has a 
mission to go green by reus-
ing materials and recycling 
paper, plastic, and metals.
   She is one of the many 
Seaholm students work-
ing towards environmental 
progress, or “going green”.
   “Going green is thinking 
sustainable,” local business 
owner Amanda Godward 
said.
   Godward’s business helps 
homeowners and business 
owners’ lower energy con-
sumption. She started get-
ting involved in helping the 
environment during her en-
gineering class.
   “Understand what the an-
swers are telling you, not 
just how to crunch out some 
math problems and get an 
answer,” Godward said.
   There are many ways to go 
green and most of them are 
pretty simple.
   “At home I always recycle 
paper, cardboard, and plas-
tic,” Seaholm Green Club Co-
President Lacey Mendelson 
said.
   Other easy ways to protect 
the planet are by saving en-
ergy. Saving water by taking 
shorter showers is a helpful 
contribution. If everyone in 
the country saved just one 
gallon from their daily show-
er, over the course of the 
year it would equal twice the 
amount of freshwater with-
drawn from the Great Lakes 
every day.
   Seaholm’s Green Club is 
another good way to get in-
volved. Right now they are 
working on many different 
projects.
   “I am attempting to raise 
money through a bake sale 
for the Aspinall Foundation,” 
Mendelson said. “They are 
trying to expand protected 
habitat for gorillas and other 
species in Africa.” 
   “We are looking into getting 
a composter for all the food 
that they don’t use in the caf-
eteria. We are looking into 
getting paper cups instead 
of Styrofoam for the lunch-
room,” Seaholm Green Club 
Co-President Hannah King 
said. “And we are all looking 
into getting recycled paper in 
the copy room so that all the 
paper we use in school is re-
cycled.”
   Green Club have already 
started making improve-
ments by getting plastic 
trays instead of Styrofoam 
trays from Sodexo, the recy-
cling center by the main of-
fice to dispose of things like 
batteries,and the bottle re-
ceptacles instead of throwing 
them out.
   Not everyone is as involved 
as helping the environment 
as them.
   “We hope that they would 
be consciousness enough to 
recycle their bottles in the 
receptacles and recycle their 
paper in the classrooms,” 
King said. “We know that 
it’s easier to throw it away 
in an easy to use trash can, 
because its more conve-
nient.  We hope that they 
are being more environmen-
tally friendly like putting the 
small amount of recycling it 
instead of throwing it away.” 
   Since not everyone is help-
ing out, some have consid-
ered the idea of going green 
as more of a fad.
   “People don’t because we 
don’t like change,” Godward 
said. “Most people know they 
should do more but if it’s not 
easy for them they won’t.”
   Others are more hopeful, 
believing that people want to 
make a difference.
   “I think the Green move-
ment is here to stay and will 
keep growing. Most people 
want to do what they can to 
protect the environment.” 
Mendelson said. 
   “I think to get where the 
world is going, we’re all go-
ing to have to be more en-
vironmentally conscious,” 
King said. “I just wanted to 
take the first step and be one 
of the initiators of the whole 
going green initiative.”

Going 
Green?
Esther Seawell
Staff Writer
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com    Senior Cristina Ancog drips 

in sweat as she prepares to 
counter the attack. Behind 
her, a man yells in Russian. To 
the front of her, there’s an out-
reached blade pointed directly 
at her chest. 
   It’s only a practice, but she 
has to win.
   When she was 10, Ancog 
took up fencing. She begged 
her parents to let her take a 
class because when she fenced 
she was not only allowed, but 
expected to play with a sword. 
Now, seven years later, that’s 
still her favorite part. 
   “[My favorite part], I’d have 
to go with hitting people with 
swords,” Ancog said.
   On paper, fencing is a sim-
plistic, goal-oriented sport. 
   “Well, I hit people with 
swords and they try to hit me 
back,” Ancog said. 
   In reality, there’s more to it. 
Along with having a knowl-
edge of basic French vocabu-
lary, fencers need to be tough 
both mentally and physically 
in order to be successful. 
    

“[Fencing] is really physi-
cal because you are al-
ways moving and there’s 
no stopping,” Ancog said. 
“But there’s also a lot of 
mental training, [you’re] 
just trying to [win] this 
mental chess game.” 
   To keep in peak physi-
cal shape, Ancog attends 
practices three times a 
week. Each practice en-
tails hours of rehearsing 
lunging, offensive moves, 
and parrying, defen-
sive moves. She has two 
coaches she practices with 
at the Renaissance Fenc-
ing Club, one from the 
former USSR who likes to 
yell in Russian when she 
slips up or makes a mis-
take, and the other who is 
much more forgiving. 
   “When [practices are] 
with my Russian coach 
it’s mostly verbal abuse,” 
Ancog said. “He’s a really 
good coach when he’s not 
yelling at you.” 
   Todd Dressell, Ancog’s 
American coach, said Ancog 
works extremely hard during 
practices to become the fencer 

she is. 
   “She has a great at-
titude, she works very 
hard,” Dressell said. “Her 
approach is very combat-
oriented, she understands 
how to fight and how to 
come at an opponent ag-
gressively in terms of 
strategy” 
   When it comes to the 
physical aspect of the 
sport, Ancog said one 
challenging part is avoid-
ing injuries. 
   “Everyone accidentally 
hurts each other,” Ancog 
said. “It’s never on pur-
pose.”
   The worst injury Ancog 

received was when her com-
petitor repeatedly hit her in 
the knee. 
   “He said it was accidental,” 
Ancog said. “It took me out for 
a few minutes.”
   To stay on top of her mental 
game, Ancog will run through 
martial arts moves with her fa-
ther before each competition. 
   “[I do this] just to focus and 
really get my timing down,” 
Ancog said. 
   Ancog competes around 
Oakland County, or across the 
United States about twice a 
month. Meets run in an elimi-
nation style, and competitors 
verse each other until there 
are two remaining to fight for 
the number one spot. While 
Ancog rarely makes it to the fi-
nal round, she usually finishes 
in the top five. 

   “[When I watch her in com-
petitions] at first I was tense, 
it’s very stressful” Cristina’s 
father, Romy Ancog said. 
“The thing to remember about 
fencing is that it’s combat, it’s 
fighting, it is a martial art… It’s 
very stressful to watch some-
body fence, at the same time 
it’s also very technical. After 
doing this for so long, you’re 
watching for those little things 
to.” 
   Colleges have been recruiting 
Ancog for fencing, particularly 
the University of Detroit Mer-
cy, to which she’s already been 
accepted. However, she’s still 
debating whether or not she’ll 
continue on with the sport at 
the college level.  
   “Wherever you go, you don’t 
have many opportunities to 
fence at the varsity level. If she 

gets a chance to do that, that’d 
be great…” Dressell said. 
“There [are] 43 [or] 44 teams 
for men or women, so that’s 
really elite, so that’d be great if 
she had that opportunity.”
   Though Ancog has had points 
in her fencing career in which 
she’s wanted to stop, she’s 
thankful for all the sport has 
given her. She’s been able to 
meet a diverse group of people 
and hear of their experiences, 
but more importantly, fencing 
helped Ancog come out of her 
shell.  
   “I used to be not very social,” 
Ancog said. “I used to be the 
only girl in these competi-
tions. I had to learn how to 
talk to guys and be more so-
cial, or else I’d be alone.”

En Garde: Senior’s Fencing Lifestyle
Taylor Wyllie
Managing Print Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Courtesy Of Christina Ancog

Here’s Ancog preparing for a counterattack against her opponent. She has competed across the 
United States.

Courtesy Of Christina Ancog
Ancog has been fencing since age 
10.

   Seaholm varsity football 
defensive lineman Mark Red-
mond was covering a punt in 
a game against Farmington 
Harrison High School when 
he was blind-sided.
   “When I first got hit, I didn’t 
remember how it happened or 
what was going on,” Redmond 
said. “I felt nauseous and had 
a blistering headache.”
   Seaholm varsity cheer-
leader Sydney Alexander was 
slammed in the head by a fel-
low team member during the 
Seaholm Homecoming foot-
ball game.
   “The initial hit was intense,” 
Alexander said. “When the 
back of the flyer’s head hit me, 
I thought I broke my nose at 
first. I was hit with such im-
pact, since she was up so high, 
that I then fell to the ground 
hitting my head again.”
   Seaholm alumni varsity la-
crosse player J.D. Hess was 
on attack at a varsity lacrosse 
game with Dublin Scioto last 
year when he was inadver-
tently kneed in the back of 
the head after slipping on the 
field. 
   “I blacked out for a couple 
seconds,” Hess said. “When I 
came back to my senses, I saw 
stars and my ears were ring-
ing. The pain was intense.”
   These three students suffered 
a concussion during their ex-
perience in Seaholm athletics.
   A concussion is a minor trau-
matic brain injury that often 
occurs when the head hits an 
object or is otherwise jarred 
in one direction. Concussions 
are common in sports injuries, 
car accidents, and falls. They 
can range wildly between mild 
symptoms of temporary vi-
sion distortion and short-term 
memory loss to full uncon-
sciousness. 
   Meadowbrook Urgent Care 
Physician Assistant Kristina 
Camaj explains the prevalence 
concussions in high school 
sports.
   “Sports-related concussions 
are very common and often 
underreported,” Camaj said. 
“They are most commonly 
seen in football, basketball, 
baseball, and soccer. It is 
widely accepted that in almost 
every American football game 

there is a play-
er with at least 
a mild concus-
sion.”
   According 
to a 2011 poll 
by the Wash-
ington Post, 
c o n c u s s i o n s 
in high school 
athletics are 
most common 
in football and 
lacrosse for 
boys sports, 
and soccer and 
lacrosse for 
girls sports. Out of the 2,651 
players that received concus-
sions, 231 had two, and 26 
three or more. There was a 
15.5% average yearly increase 
in concussions throughout the 
11-year study.
   The Michigan High School 
Athletic Association (MHSAA) 
policy for any athlete show-
ing symptoms of a concussion 
calls for the athlete to “be re-
moved from the contest and 
shall not return to play un-
til cleared by an appropriate 
health care professional.”
   Seaholm Athletic Director 
Aaron Frank said dealing with 
concussions can be complicat-
ed, but requires caution.
   “Concussions are very hard 
to diagnose,” Frank said. “We 
stress the importance of being 
overly cautious with any sports 
injury, but concussions are a 
very interesting case because 
they are so hard to pinpoint. 
We cannot allow the athlete 
back onto the field if they show 
any physical or mental symp-
toms, and we must have a 
written note from a physician 
or family doctor that clears the 
athlete to return to the sport.”
   Seaholm athletes must also 
pass a cognitive examination 
upon returning to the sport. 
This exam is administered to 
compare it to the baseline test 
the athlete takes before begin-
ning the sport. If there is a 
decrease in score, the athlete 
may not return to the sport.
   “I had the normal symptoms 
of a concussion like migraines 
and sensitivity to light,” Red-
mond said. “After about a 
week, however, I felt like I was 
ready to get back in the game.”
   Alexander continued to feel 
the effects after the initial hit.
   “I definitely noticed a lot of 

changes in myself after my 
concussion,” Alexander said. 
“I still am even after two and a 
half weeks. Immediately after 
my concussion I was sleeping 
about 18 hours a day and I was 
told to not go to school. Paying 
attention to anything was im-
possible and overall I just felt 
foggy.”
   According to a 2009 study by 
Scientific American, most con-
cussions do not typically have 
any long-lasting symptoms, 
however repeated concussions 
are known to put the person at 
risk of dementia, Parkinsons’ 
Disease, and/or depression 
later in life, especially if the 
concussions occur before the 
symptoms of the previous one 
have gone away. Long-term 
symptoms may reside in 10-
15% of general concussions.
   “Common short term 
symptoms of any concus-
sion are light-headedness, 
dizziness, headache, nausea/
vomiting,aversion to light 
(photophobia), vision chang-
es, personality changes, balan-
ceissues, amnesia, and memo-
ry dysfunction,” Camaj said.
   “Long term symptoms are a 
sign of something more seri-
ous and need to be checked 
out, but typically include 
headache, dizziness, inability 
to concentrate, and memory 
changes,” Camaj said.
   Despite the mental toll con-
cussions temporarily instill on 
their victims, Hess remains 
optimistic. 
   “I was very eager to get back 
on the field. I felt fine playing. 
Obviously getting the concus-
sion was a bit demoralizing 
because I had to sit out. But 
I didn’t change how I played 
when I came back,” Hess said.

Sergey Guzyayev
Staff Writer 
sguzyayev@seaholmhighlander.com

Concussions Hit Hard

Photo By Madeline Tew
Football is one of the most common sports 
were concussions occur. 

  High school football coach 
Joe Ehrmann believes sports 
are more than just games.  To 
him, sports are life lessons 
and morals and he has made 
it his goal to share them with 
young athletes across the na-
tion. 
    Wednesday, November 
7, his tour took him to the 
Seaholm auditorium where 
he spoke to students, parents, 
and coaches.  
   Erhmann is no ordinary 
football coach.  He spent 
thirteen years in the NFL as 
a defensive tackle.  He spent 
most of his career with the 
Baltimore Colts and finished 
his playing career as a Detroit 
Lion.
   But his accomplishments go 
far beyond playing.  After his 
football career he became a 
well-respected philanthropist 
and even co-founded the Ron-
ald McDonald House of Bal-
timore, an organization that 
has helped more than 35,000 
families.  Today, he tours the 
country giving “Coach for 
America” speeches where he 
connects the principles of 
sports to the foundations for a 
successful life.
   Ehrmann was named one 
of the 100 Most Influential 
Sports Educators in America 
and became the subject of Jef-
frey Marx’s New York Times 
Best Seller Season of Life.
   “Joe is a man of impact, he 
is a man of inspiration,” Mike 
McCormick, author of the 
popular book Manquest said 
as he introduced Ehrmann.
   As an athlete and a coach, 

he believes that the lessons 
learned from sports can help 
young players to lead a happy, 
meaningful life.
      One of his focuses was the 
purpose sports has played in 
history with bringing equality 
to society.  He cited examples 
like Jackie Robinson’s influ-
ence in civil rights, and the 
effect Title 9 has had by put-
ting sports in the lives of more 
young women.
   “Sports is always a meta-
phor for societal change,” 
Ehrmann said to the crowd.
   He also told the audience 
that sports and teamwork 
teach the two things he 
considers most important in 
creating a purposeful lifestyle: 
relationship building and 
dedication to a cause.
   “A team is nothing more 
than a set of relationships 
for a cause,” Ehrmann said.  
“Every team has a common 
purpose.  It’s got performance 
goals and objectives, it teach-
es a work ethic, but it’s always 
built on the trust, and respect, 
and integrity, and the dignity 
of every team member.”
   Ehrmann’s message is a 
reminder that athletics can go 
beyond competition and teach 
the values that lead to success 
and our community has the 
environment to foster that 
growth.
   “In our community here 
in Birmingham, I think we 
have an understanding of the 
value of athletics and working 
within our boosters, our par-
ents, and our coaches to help 
our student athletes succeed 
on the playing field and in 
life,” Seaholm Athletic Direc-
tor Aaron Frank said.

David Granadier
Sports Editor 
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Madeline Tew
Joe Ehrmann talks to community members in the Seaholm 
auditorium. 

Coaching Mentor 
Addresses Seaholm
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WANTED:
DREAMERS, 
VISIONARIES, 
AND FREE SPIRITS.

Lawrence Technological University 
isn’t for just anyone. We want 
the restless thinkers, scientists, 
and designers who will create the 
world of tomorrow.

If you believe that everything is 
possible, and that “possible” is 
everything, we want you at LTU. 

Visit ltu.edu/applyfree to have 
your application fee waived!

POSSIBLE IS EVERYTHING.

Lawrence Technological University | Office of Admissions  
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058 | 800.225.5588 | admissions@ltu.edu | www.ltu.edu

S E A H O L M  H I G H  S C H O O L ’ S  S T U D E N T  V O I C E

HIGHLANDER
WWW.SEAHOLMHIGHLANDER.COM2436 W. LINCOLN RD. - BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009

Attention Loyal Readers:
It’s not too late to 
subscribe to the 
Seaholm Highlander
The Highlander is moving to a new subscription-based delivery 
process, beginning October 19. Single issues will also be available 
for $1.50 at the Maple Tree.

Students who paid for a subscription during August registration are 
now automatically enrolled in the publication’s new personalized 
2nd period room-delivery format. 

Subscription plans are available for $10 (2nd period delivery) and 
for $20 (home delivery).

I want to subscribe!

Please make all checks out to “Seaholm High School”

Sign me up for room delivery.$10  

Sign me up for home delivery.$20  

NAME:
2nd Period Teacher

1st TRI 2nd TRI 3rd TRI

Address (home delivery only)

Street                                                         City                  State              ZIP

Please cut out, include check and mail to:                          
         Seaholm Highlander
                            2436 West Lincoln, G107
                               Birmingham, MI 48009

Questions? Call us (248-203-3803) or email: tips@seaholmhighlander.com 

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

Attention 
Seniors:

Senior pictures for the yearbook:

•Photos must be submitted no later than December 1, 2012. This 
is the absolute LAST date for us to include a picture of your 
senior in the yearbook. No exceptions- we have a printing 
deadline determined by our publisher.

•FORMAT: JPEG or TIFF. RESOLUTION: 150 or better

•Photos should be emailed to seaholmyearbook@gmail.com
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Football Team Falls to Oxford in 
First Round of Playoffs, 42-8

New Coach, 
Same BU Hockey
Zach Granett
Staff Writer
Zgranett@seaholmhighlander.com

Mathew Wilson
Sports Editor
mwilson@seaholmhighlander.com
     The Seaholm varsity foot-
ball team ended their season 
after falling to the OAA white 
Oxford 42-8 in the first round 
of the playoffs. They finished 
with an overall record of 8-2, 
and an OAA blue conference 
championship.
   The Maples had a plan going 
in, but it wasn’t enough to 
defeat Oxford. 
   “Oxford was a very talented 
football team,” junior safety 
Andrew Barton said. “Our 
game plan defensively was to 
load up the box, to stop the 
run and we did load up the 
box, but they were just too 
overpowering physically.”
   Oxford was too overpower-
ing, they rushed for over 200 
yards as a team. 
   Another reason for Oxford’s 
massive win was their stout 
defense, who didn’t give up a 

touchdown until late into the 
fourth quarter when Stephen 
Guenther threw a 5 yard 
touchdown pass to Tyler Scott 
on a hitch route.
   “It was tough across the 
board for everyone, we had 
faced an opponent who was 
very strong across the board, 
and gave everyone a rough 
time,” assistant coach Bill 
Shellenberger said.
   This group of Maple seniors 
accomplished their goals, and 
they relished every moment 
of it.
   “It wasn’t the way we 
wanted our season to end, and 
it wasn’t the way our seniors 
wanted to go out, but we still 
had a great season,” senior 
receiver Matt Brown said.  
   The Maples finished with 
many accolades. Amongst 

them, the Maples finished 
undefeated in their confer-
ence for the first time in more 
than a decade, they won their 
division for the first time in 
seven years, and hosted the 
first home playoff game in 11 
years. 
   “It was great to be a senior 
on this team, and leave a 
legacy of winning champion-
ships and hosting playoff 
games,” Brown said.
   This 2012 Maple football 
team not only won the OAA 
blue conference title, but won 
road games against tough op-
ponents like Lahser, Groves, 
and Berkley.
   “My favorite part of this 
season was beating Lahser 

on the road because it was 
the MIPrepzone game of the 
week, and our offense explod-

ed that game,” senior lineman 
Tom Oelke said.
   The achievements of this 
2012 Maple football team will 
always be remembered.
   “This team will go down 
as one of the best teams in 
Seaholm football history 
because of our success in the 
OAA,” Barton said. “Winning 
the OAA blue was the great-
est accomplishment of my 
football career.” 
   This team not only achieved 
success on the field, but has 
character off the field. 
   “It was an incredible season, 
to be able to coach a group of 
kids with such high character, 
and for those high character 
kids get rewarded for their 
success was incredible,” Shel-

lenberger said. 

   The Birmingham United 
Varsity Hockey team is ready 
to kick off the season with 
new coach John Chateau at 
the helm.
   This is Chateau’s first year 
at the varsity level and he has 
high hopes for the upcoming 
season.
   “I expect that we battle for 
the OAA Red championship 
every season, finish in the top 
three of the league, and then 
make some noise in the play-
offs,” Chateau said. 
   Chateau has been coaching 
the BU JV team since 2007, 
where he took the team to a 
league championship in 2010, 
and a 2nd place finish last 
year.
   Chateau said the players 
know what to expect from 
him and are familiar with his 
coaching style.
   “All our players already 
know how to play BU hockey,” 
Chateau said. “They are famil-
iar with our style of defensive 
minded play.”
   Being the main part of the 
team, the defense will look to 
perform well led by Seniors 
Kevin Kristopik and Mark 
Deacon.
   “I think it will take a few 
games for the new defenders 
to adjust to the speed of var-
sity hockey,” Kristopik said. 
“After we are all comfortable I 
think we will be strong.”
   Senior Adam Susalla will 
lead the attack this season. 
Susalla was a key player on 
last year’s team. Susalla was 
second on the team in points 
last year with 29. Susalla had 
15 goals and 14 assists.
   Susalla will look to improve 
not only on the ice this year 
but as a leader for the team.
   “I will work on my commu-
nication skills with the team 
and focus on the team becom-
ing a family,” Susalla said.
   Chateau praised Susalla, 
along with the other team 
leaders.
   “Zach Tayler, Michael Madi-

gan, Mark Deacon, and Adam 
Susalla are seniors that will 
take the team on their shoul-
ders and carry us through 
when things aren’t going our 
way,” Chateau said. “We need 
our senior leadership to be 
solid, these guys will provide 
that leadership, and I know 
they look forward to the chal-
lenge.”
   Chateau has been involved 
with hockey his whole life. He 
played club hockey at Central 
Michigan University.
   In 2000, Chateau started 
the Utica Eisenhower pro-
gram. It was the first varsity 
program in Macomb County 
and he finished with a 55-34-
11 record, adding a MAC Red 
Division Championship from 
2004-2006.
   “[Chateau] is liked and 
highly respected by all of us,” 

Photo By Lucy Wilson

Junior running back Nick Vestevich is tackled by two Oxford defensemen as he carries the 
ball for a Seaholm gain

“All our players 

already know how to 

play BU hockey.  They 

are familiar with 

our style of defensive 

minded play.” 

-Coach John Chateau

Cross Country Not 
Allowed to Run in 
Midwest Regional

Photo Courtesy Of Cie Brown
Seniors Aubrey and Tess Wilberding congratulate each other after their winning the state 
championship.

David Granadier
Sports Editor
Dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

   When the No. 1 ranked 
team in the nation isn’t 
allowed to compete in the 
regional and national tourna-
ments, something doesn’t add 
up.  
   But this is exactly what hap-
pened when the Maples were 
told they couldn’t compete in 
the Nike Cross Midwest.
   The race was held on Satur-
day, November 10, in Terre 
Haute Indiana, and is the high 
school regional championship 
meet for teams from Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, and 
Missouri.  The winning teams 
would move on to compete at 

the NXN (Nike Cross Nation-
als) for the national title.
   The No. 1 team in the coun-
try was denied the chance to 
defend their ranking due to 
a misunderstanding between 
the Nike tournament admin-
istration and the MHSAA.
   Since states is considered to 
be the last event of the season 
the NXN was technically 
an off season race.  For this 
reason, NXN had to receive 
approval from the MHSAA for 
the girls to compete as a team.
   Unfortunately, Nike never 
got the message that the run-
ners were allowed to com-
pete and did not want to be 
responsible for making any of 
the returning girls ineligible 

for the high school season, so 
they pulled the entire team.
   “It’s an MHSAA rule, and 
it’s pretty much only with 
Michigan, that teams aren’t 
allowed to compete after the 
season,” sophomore regional 
runner Rachel Dadamio said.  
“So Nike didn’t want to be 
liable for us not competing 
which is understandable.”
   Without a regionals perfor-
mance, the Maples will not get 
a chance to run at nationals 
and prove that they’re the best 
team in the country.
   Some of the runners would 
have still been allowed to run 
individually but decided that 
it was no longer worth it to 
make the trip to Indiana.

Controversial Call Gets  
Maple Volleyball Team Sent 
Home From Tournament
Riley Micallef
Staff Writer
Rmicalleff@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Madeline Tew
Andrea Gothard gets ready to set her teammate up during 
the district championship game against Marian.

   The Lady Maples volleyball 
team is known for their inten-
sity, although intense doesn’t 
even begin to describe the 
Halloween day tournament in 
Bedford.   This year the girls 
experienced some Halloween 
trickery and wound up going 
home early.
   Seaholm had been playing 
well all day, beating Lakeland 
and Ladywood easily.  After 
these victories the Maples 
found themselves in the “gold 
bracket” against Bedford, the 
host of the tournament.  
   Up against Bedford the 
Maples were tied 1-1, and the 
third set was 15-14 in extra 
points, with Bedford lead-
ing.  That meant that Bedford 
could win on the next point.  
   During this part of the set, 
Heather Lippert, the Maples’ 
head coach, was giving the 
server, junior Daisha Martin, 
signals behind her clipboard 
regarding where to serve the 
ball.  Lippert then noticed a 
tall man dressed in black in 
the crowd holding his hand 
up giving the same signals 
she was to the Bedford team, 
spoiling where the Maples 
were going to be serving.
   Lippert’s first reaction was 
outrage, bringing it to the 
attention of the ref.  She then 
addressed the man, pointing 
at him, and called him out 
for his apparent cheating, 
embarrassing him in front of 
the entire gym full of multiple 
different schools.
   “The whole gym became 
completely silent,” said senior 
Erin Nuenenfeldt.  “Craziest, 
most intense volleyball mo-
ment I’ve ever experienced.”
   With tensions rising higher, 
the man in the stands left, but 

this was just the beginning.
   After the drama in the 
last set, the Maples lost the 
last point, causing elimina-
tion from the tournament.  
However, because they lost, 
tournament rules required 
them to referee the next 
game, which featured Bedford 
vs. Novi.
   During this game, Seaholm 
girls made two controversial 
calls, which made it seem as if 
they were favoring Novi after 
their feud with Bedford.  The 

Bedford coach then requested 
the Maples not referee their 
game, causing an aggravated 
coach Lippert to pack up and 
leave the tournament.

Susalla said.
   Chateau won coach of the 
year in 2004, 2005, and 
2006.
   BU finished last season with 
eight wins, nine losses, and 
six ties.
   BU will kick off the season 
against Macomb Dakota, 
November 17 at 8:30 p.m. It is 
a home game at Birmingham 
Ice Arena.
   BU drew St. Mary’s and 
Brother Rice for the post-
season and the team is very 
excited about the challenge
   “We hope to challenge them 
and make a playoff run.” Sus-
alla said.
   For all BU updates, follow @
BUhockey or @coach chateau 
on twitter.
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Domination: Seaholm Girls Go For the Gold
Women’s Cross Country Ranked  Number One

Photo Courtesy Of Cie Brown
Five members of the Seaholm Cross Country team run in the state meet. 

David Granadier 
Sports Editor 
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of Lam Family

Freshman Jordan Michalak leans on junior Jessica Harrison for support during her first 
States tournement. 

Girls Golf Regional 
Champs

A look back at the 
Season:

Photo Of Courtesy Lam Family 
Junior Riley Milller prepares for her ap-
proach shop at the State tournement 

Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief 
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   For the tenth time in the past 11 years the 
Seaholm girl’s golf team captured the regional 
title and moved on to the state competition 
at The Meadows course at Grand Valley State 
University. 
   “Regional’s was a huge success this year.” 
freshman Jordan Michalak said. “Everyone 
played great and we were all pleased with the 
team’s performance.” 
   States held over two days, October 19 and 20, 
and 36 holes. Seaholm’s top five golfers includ-
ed junior captains Riley Miller (191) and Megan 
Lam (172), sophomore Jamie Greene (178), and 
freshman Jordan Michalak (175) and Allegra 
Cunningham (191). 
   Sophomore Rachel Wilson, who is a key 
player to the teams success missed the last 
three weeks of the season with a wrist injury. 
Wilson averages a three handicap. 
   “I withdrew from the league meet on Octo-
ber 1,” Wilson said. “It was one of the hardest 
things I’ve ever had to do, not being able to 
participate in something I loved to do.” 
   At the end of the two days Seaholm finished 
with 712 strokes, fourth behind Okemos (711), 
Battle Creek Lakeview (707), and defending 
State champs Muskegon Mona Shores (666). 
   “I think at the time we were disappointed, but 
looking back and the circumstances we were 
under being such a young team and losing Ra-
chel, we were happy with it.” Miller said. “We 
were so close even under those circumstances 
and that will give us a lot of initiative to win it 
all next year.” 

Photo Courtesy Of Lam Family
Junior Riley Miller lines up her putt on the second day of the States tournement. 

Photo Courtesy Of Lam Family  
Freshman Jordan Michalak, Sophomore Jamie 

Greene and Junior Megan lam pose for a pic-
ture after coming in forth place. 

Break
Down

A look at 
girls sports 
at Seaholm 
through the 
years. 

The first 
girls sport at 
Seaholm was 
Track & Field

1972 1982
Girls tennis 
wins first state 
title

1995
Girls Swimming 
and Diving, and 
Soccer win first 
state title

1996
Girls Swim-
ming and Div-
ing wins state 
title

1997
Girls Swimming 
and Diving and 
Lacrosse win 
state title.

1998
Girls Lacrosse 
wins state title. 

1999
Girls Lacrosse 
wins state title. 

Photo Courtesy Of Cie Brown 

Teammates celebrate after there state champi-
onship win.  

   Saturday, November 3, the Seaholm girl’s 
cross country team became the division one 
state champions for the first time in school his-
tory.  The very next day, the team was ranked 
as the No. 1 team in the country by the National 
High School Cross Country Coaches Associa-
tion.
   The Maples won the title with the low score of 
69, defeating Grosse Pointe South (88) and Sa-
line (101).  Grosse Pointe South had previously 
been ranked first in the country and both teams 
were ranked as the first and second team in the 
state for the majority of the season.
   Seaholm had beaten the two powerhouses 
at their previous meeting in September, at the 
Coaching Legends Invite in Brighton, but the 
victory was still considered by many to be an 
upset.
   “Beating Grosse Pointe South and Saline has 
been a goal from the outset because we knew 
that those were the teams we had to beat,” head 
coach Jeff Devantier said.  “From everybody 
else’s perspective, I’m going to say it was an 
upset.  I don’t think it was an upset from our 
perspective, we knew that we could go after 
them and we could beat them because we had 
done it before.”
   Although Devantier believed his team always 
had a good shot at the state title, there were still 
girls on the team who were shocked.
   “I know it was an upset, they (Grosse Pointe 
South) have been ranked the first team in the 
country for a long time,” senior Tess Wilberd-
ing said.  “We were the underdogs.”
   After the race, held in Brooklyn, MI, the team 
waited the longest 20 minutes of their lives to 
hear the results.  Devantier finally received a 
call on his cell phone and was told the scores.  
The reaction was a mixture of excitement and 
disbelief.
   “When we got the cell phone call we were all 
just freaking out, jumping up and down,” Tess 
Wilberding said.  “Honestly, I didn’t expect any 
of this, I just expected a close race and that we 
would have a chance.”
   The Maples were led by senior Aubrey Wil-

berding, who placed fourth in the state with a 
time of 17:55.9. 
   “She (Aubrey Wilberding) ran an unbeliev-
able race,” Devantier said. “She went under 18 
for the first time ever in her career.”
   Four other runners followed in the top 33.  
Senior Tess Wilberding finished 12 (18:16.4), 
freshman Marissa Dobry placed 15 (18:23.9), 
sophomores Rachel Dadamio (18:27.9) and 
Audrey Belf (18:32.8) finished 20 and 33, 
respectively.
   “I mean we’re talking hundreds of girls in this 
race, so to put your top five in the top thirty-
three was pretty exciting,” Devantier said.
   This depth was the team’s greatest asset all 
season.  They had a powerful combination of 
senior leadership and underclassman talent.  
   The depth also gave them to opportunity to 
switch girls in and out of the top spots which 
made for a competitive and successful team.
   The win at states made a lot of noise in the 
cross country world.  On top of being ranked 
the No. 1 high school team in the nation, the 
National High School Cross Country Coaches 
Association gave Seaholm the first perfect score 
ever.
   “Not only were we number one, but we were 
the first team ever to get a perfect ranking from 
this Coaches Association.  The first team ever,” 
Devantier repeated.  “That means nobody else 
has ever done before and I think it was just the 
perfect way to finish a fantastic season.”
   It’s no exaggeration to say that this 2012 girl’s 
cross country team made school history.  They 
were a unique team and that is what allowed 
them to achieve so highly.
   “I’ve never been on a cross country team 
before that had everybody want it so much and 
care so much about the sport and each other,” 
Tess Wilberding said.
   Their combination of passion, camaraderie, 
and talent allowed them to accomplish even 
more than they had hoped.  There’s no telling 
how far this team could go. 
   “I wouldn’t put anything past this group, they 
are really that good,” Devantier said.
  

A look back at the 
Season:

See more XC / Pg. 8

   9/8- West Bloomfield Invitational- Top run-
ners, Audrey Belf and Rachel Dadamio 
   9/11- OAA Red Jamboree #1- Top runners, 
Tess Wilberding and Julia Demko 
   9/19- OAA Red Jamboree #2- Top runners, 
Audrey Belf and Aubrey Wilberding 
   9/29- Coaching League Meet- 1st Place 
   10/6- Oakland County Championship- 1st 
Place. 
   10/18- OAA Red Jamboree #3- Top runners, 
Audrey Belf and Tess Wilberding 
   10/27- MHSAA Regionals- Top Runners, 
Audrey Belf and Aubrey Wilberding 
   11/03- MHSAA State Meet- State Champions 
and top runners Tess Wilberding and Aubrey 
Wilberding 

Record for the season: 11-1

   8/20- Holiday Inn Express Tournament 7th 
Place. Key players Rachel Wilson and Megan 
Lam. 
   8/22- Home Instead Invite- 6th Place. Key 
players Rachel Wilson and Jamie Greene. 
   8/27- OAA Red Division League Meet- 4th 
Place. Key players Rachel Wilson and Megan 
Lam. 
   10/1- OAA Red Division League Meet #2- 4th 

Place. Key Players Rachel Wilson and Megan 
Lam. 
   10/10- MHSAA Regional 1st Place. Key 
Players Megan Lam and Jordan Michalak. 
   10/19 & 10/20- MHSAA States Tourna-
ment 4th Place. Key Players Megan Lam and 
Jordan Michalak. 



Domination: Seaholm Girls Go For the Gold
Volleyball Stays 
Hot 

Photo By Madeline Tew
Senior Claire Meads, Sophomore Paige Zywick and Madison 
Martin prepare to set and spike the ball.  

Photo By Madeline Tew
Senior Kathy Quigley and Lisa White block an oncoming spike.

Photo By Esther Seawell
The “Maple Forest” dances Gangam style while cheering on the 
girls volleyball team. 

Swimmin’ Women 
Capture League Title

A look back at the 
Season:

   Freshman Rachel Rogers 
walked on to the Seaholm pool 
deck. 
   She has done this before: six 
days a week for three months, 
starting before her first year of 
high school had even begun. 
But on Wednesday, October 31, 
it was different. This was the 
League Championship Meet 
and with over five teams pres-
ent, the pool deck was full of 
high school swimmers getting 
ready to compete. 
   “It was a very good experi-
ence,” Rogers said. “I felt it 
was really exciting.” 
   The Seaholm girls’ swimming 
and diving team took second 
at the League Championship 

Meet with 431.5 points, to 
Rochester Adam’s first place 
with 448 points. With an 
undefeated season, though, 
that included beating Roch-
ester Adams in a dual meet, 
Seaholm captured the League 
Title. 
   “The girls’ swam great, I have 
no regrets,” Head coach Karl 
Hodgson said. “No disappoint-
ments.” 
   Six swimmers got their state 
championship meet qualify-
ing time, including Fresh-
man Maggie Stagner in the 
100 backstroke with a time of 
102.95 and Junior Erin Jacobs 
in both the 100 yard butterfly 
and 100 yard breaststroke with 
the times of 102.38 and 111.04 
respectively. 
   On Thursday, November 
1, the Seaholm divers com-

peted. Junior Claire Neville got 
second place with a score of 
318.40 and sophomore Sam-
mie Siegel got seventh with a 
score of 248.40. 
   “I believe the whole team 
contributed to our second 
place win,” diving captain 
Anna Collins said. “And that 
includes divers.” 
   The State Championship 
meet will start on November 16 
at Oakland University. Hodg-
son said that while Seaholm 
will most likely not win the 
state meet, they are looking to 
place anywhere from 2nd to 
10th. 
   “It’s that crowded with other 
teams in the state, at least in 
our division,” Hodgson said. 
“I think it’s going to be a dog 
fight.” 

Photo By Madeline Tew
Junior Corrine Murphy swimming freestyle at league meet. 

Photo By Teryll Murphy 
The girls swim team listens to coach, Karl Hodgson before their meet. 

Photo By Madelien Tew
Junior Carley Schmid swimming back stroke.

Photo By Madeline Tew 
Sophomore Korin Foss swims breaststroke.  

Girls Lacrosse 
wins state title. 

2001
Girls Lacrosse 
wins state title. 

2003
Girls Figure 
Skating wins  
first state title. 

2006
Girls Golf wins  
first state title. 

2007
Girls Lacrosse 
state title. 

2008
Girls Lacrosse 
and Golf wins 
state title.  

2009
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Cross Country 
wins state title.  
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Sports
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   The last point hit the ground 
like an explosion, students 
rushed the court, people 
cheered, and emotions ran 
high.  Thursday November 8, 
the Seaholm varsity volley-
ball team defeated Clarkston 
becoming regional-champions, 
just one step closer to states.
   The victory came as a shock 
to many.  Clarkston had been 
ranked No. 1 in the state going 
into the match and the Maples 
made it look easy, beating the 
Wolves in 3 games and never 
allowing more than 18 points.
   The seniors have been the 
core of the team all season, and 
they were critical in their vic-
tory.  Seniors Andrea Gothard, 
Erin Neuenfeldt, Claire Meads, 
Lisa White and Kathy Quigley 
were all key players.
   Gothard had an impressive 
28 digs.  Neuenfeldt had a 
double-double with 14 digs and 
17 kills.  White and Quigley 
were dominant against the 
net.  Quigley had 7 kills and 3 
blocks, while White had 8 kills 
and 1 block.
   Sophomore Paige Zywick was 
clutch with 23 assists.
   This postseason has been 
nothing short of a hot streak 
for the team, ending seasons 
left and right.  
   They began the post season 
beating West Bloomfield and 
Andover.  Their district cham-
pionship came when they beat 
the then ranked No. 4 in the 
state Marian in a 5 game nail 
biter.
   Districts in itself is an accom-
plishment, but they weren’t 
done yet.  Seaholm moved on 

to regionals taking down Troy 
in three games and then doing 
the same thing to Clarkston for 
the championship.
   “Right now our team has 
this fire,” senior Erin Neuen-
feldt said.  “We don’t want our 
season to be over and it shows 
in our performance thus far 
in districts.  Our huge district 
final victory over Marian has 
given us this momentum that 
has taken us all the way to 
states.”
   After Seaholm’s regionals 
win, only eight teams remain 
in the postseason throughout 
the state of Michigan.  The 
next obstacle for the Maples is 
Macomb Dakota on Tuesday 
for the quarter state finals.  If 
the girls can manage another 
victory, they will be one of the 
top four teams in the state, and 
only one game away from the 
state championship.
   One factor motivating the 
Maples is their enthusiastic 
student section, ‘The Maple 
Forest.’  Volleyball attendance 
has been at an all-time high 
and with a different theme 
every game, the students have 
been as supportive as they are 
rowdy.
   “The ‘Maple Forest’ is part of 
the team,” said senior Claire 
Meads.  “I’ve never seen such 
dedication and the team is re-
ally appreciative towards them.  
We love the Forest; they help 
us play our best.”
   After games, the guys of the 
Forest put on a show for the 
audience, a dance to the popu-
lar song, “Gangnam Style.”
   With a state title on the 
horizon, the Maples continue 
to work harder to keep their 
season alive.

Riley Micallef
Staff Writer
rmicallef@seaholmhighlander.com

See more Volleyball / Pg. 8

A look back at the Season:

Record for the 
season: 24-27-0

   10/20 Seaholm v. South 
Christian- L 
   10/20 Seaholm v. 
Lakeview- W 
   10/20 Seaholm v. Mat-
tawan- L

   10/25 Seaholm v. Ro-
meo- W 
   10/27 Seaholm v. Lady-
wood- W 
   10/27 Seaholm v. 
Brighton- W 
   10/27 Seaholm v. Lake-
land- W 

   10/27 Seaholm v. Bed-
ford- L 
   10/30 Seaholm v. West 
Bloomfield- W 
   11/1 Seaholm v. Ando-
ver- W 
   11/3 Seaholm v. Mar-
ian- W 

   11/6 Seaholm v. Troy- 
W 
   11/8 Seaholm v. 
Clarkston- W
 

   8/23- Seaholm v. Lahser HS: W 
   8/28- Seaholm v. Cranbrook King-
swood: L 
   9/20- Seaholm v. Farmington Hills 
Harrison: W 
  10/11- Seaholm v. Groves HS: W 
   11/2- OAA League Championship 

Photo By Madeline Tew
Seaholm girls swimmers compete against 
Groves in free-style. 
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Lady Maples’ MVPS
Cross Country:

Aubrey Wilberding Tess Wilberding

Marissa Dobry Rachel Dadamio Audrey Belf

Golf:
Megan Lam

   For junior captain, Megan Lam this was her 
third go around at states. And with each year 
her nerves have continued to decrease. 
   “I felt really good, “Lam said. “I wasn’t that 
nervous because I had experience from my 
freshman and sophomore year.”  
   The state competition look place at The 
Meadow at Grand Valley State University, and 
the weather conditions were less then desir-
able for the October 19 and 20 State rounds. 
The temperature was barely 40 degrees out 
and between the combination of wind and 
rain it made the already difficult course more 
difficult. 
   “[The weather] effected it a little bit but 
states were like that last year, and it was a lot 
worse that year so that prepared me a lot for 
this year,” Lam said. “My dad made sure I was 
prepared so I had a ton of layers.” 
   Lam shot an 88 and an 84 for the two days, 
the lowest of the five Seaholm golfers playing 
at the tournament. Other players included 

Junior Riley Miller and Jessica Harrison, 
Sophomore Jamie Greene and Freshman Al-
legra Cunningham and Jordan Michalek. 
   Lam stressed the importance of her team 
member’s support and encouragement 
throughout the whole season. 
   “I felt a lot of team bonding and that was 
really fun,” Lam said. “And we are all really 
close.” 
   The most exciting thing for Lam is the fact 
that the team only lost one senior this year. 
   “We have really high expectations for next 
year, we will have an older and more mature 
team, ” Lam said. “This year the team was 
pretty good but next year as the girls get older 
they are going to be more experienced and 
we hope that everyone is going to build their 
game pretty well this summer. We really want 
to win states next year, we think its our year.”
   Congratulations to Megan and the whole 

team ona fantastic season. 

Photo Courtesy Of Megan Lam

Megan Lam chips the ball onto the green at 
the state meet.

Photo Courtesy Of Megan Lam

Junior Megan Lam marks her ball before she 
prepares for a putt.

Swimming: Morgan McKay
   With a time of 24.75 in the 50 yard 
freestyle and 54.32 in the 100 yard free-
style, Senior Morgan McKay individu-
ally earned 30.50 points for the Seaholm 
Swimmin’ Women at their League Cham-
pionship Meet. With her swims in the 
400 yard freestyle and 200 yard freestyle 
relays, she contributed another 66 points, 
totaling 96.50 points. 
   On November 16, McKay will compete 
in her fourth and final State Champion-
ship Meet at Oakland University. This 

year she will be swimming 50 yard free-
style and 100 yard freestyle and two 
relays, although she qualified in more 
events. 
   “I think [McKay] is a very good swim-
mer who works really hard at the sport, 
and that she’s a very nice, supportive 
teammate,” teammate Rachel Rogers said.
Congratulations to Morgan McKay and 
the rest of the swim and dive team. Good 
luck at states! Photo By Kelsey McClear

Students are encouraged to write notes 
for the state qualifying swimmers. 

Photo Courtesy Of Natalie Fitch

The seniors of the Girl’s Swimming and Div-
ing team pose for a picture 

Volleyball: Erin Neuenfeldt 

   Senior Aubrey Wilberding placed 4 at 
the division 1 state championship race 
with a time of 17:55.9 and was the first 
of the Maple runners to finish.  Wilberd-
ing finished with a new personal record 
and under 18 minutes for the first time in 
her Seaholm career.  She also finished all 
state.  Her states time was a significant 
improvement over her still impressive 
19:19.9 finish at regionals just a week 
before. 
   She has  been a four year varsity mem-
ber and was in the top scoring runners 
for Seaholm all season.  She and her two 
sisters, Tess and Mallory, have been dedi-
cated and imporatant members of the 
team for the last four years.  Congratula-
tions on a state championship and a great 
four years Aubrey Wilberding.

   Senior Tess Wilberding came in 12 at 
the state meet with a time of 18:16.4.  She 
finished all state along with four other 
teammates.  She has also been a varsity 
member and a strong member of the team 
for her entire time at Seaholm. 
   She is proud of all her and her team-
mates have accomplished.  
   “It would never have been the same 
without this group,” Tess Wilberding said.  
“Especially, with my sisters, going with 
them, always doing sports with them.  I 
know how much we all care together.”
   Congratulations on an excellent state 
meet and a great Seaholm cross country 
career Tess Wilberding.

   As a freshman, 
this was Marissa 
Dobry’s first high 
school cross coun-
try season.  That 
didn’t stop her from 
a strong showing at 
the state meet.  She 
placed 15 with a time 
of 18:23.9.  She also 
finished all state.
   Dobry is part of 
the underclassmen 
strength that makes 
the Maple team so 
powerful.  The team 
has depth in every 
year which was one 
of their strongest 
assets.  
   Congratulations on 
a great first year and 
good luck next sea-
son Marissa Dobry.
   

   Sophomore Rachel 
Dadamio finished 
20 with a time of 
18:27.9.  She was 
the fourth to finish 
of the Maple runers 
and was the final 
member of the team 
to make all state.
   “We were re-
ally excited, we were 
jumping  and it was 
so cool,” Dadamio 
said about her their 
reaction to winning.  
“We went into the 
day really confident 
that we could do it, 
but that didnt make 
it any less exciting.”
   Congratulations 
on a helping bring 
Seaholm its first 
girl’s cross country 
state championship 
Rachel Dadamio.

   Sophomore Audrey 
Belf was the fifth 
finisher amongst the 
Maples at the state 
meet and the final 
one to be counted in 
scores.  She finished 
33 at 18:32.8.  
   Belf spent most 
of the season as the 
Seaholm’s No. 1 run-
ner and was the top 
Maple finisher in 
many events.
  Belf was always con-
fident that her team 
could achieve this 
milestone together.
  “We are always push-
ing each other to do 
better and  think we 
have great chance at a 
possibility of winning 
states,” Belf said ear-
lier in the season.
  Congratulations to 
Audrey Belf and the 
entire team.

   Senior Erin Neuenfeldt has been a lead-
er of this Seaholm volleyball team since 
day one.  She, along with a strong senior 
core that includes Andrea Gothard, Lisa 
White, Kathy Quigley, and Claire Meads 
spearheaded the team during their playoff 
hot streak.
   In the regional championship against 
Clarkston, Neuenfeldt played a critical 
role earning a double double with 14 digs 
and 17 kills.
   Congratulations to Erin Neuenfeldt and 
the rest of the Maple volleyball players on 
an exciting and successful season.

Photo By Madeline Tew

            Senior Erin Neuenfeldt serves the ball. 

Photo By Madeline Tew
Senior Erin Neuenfeldt returns the ball after a serve from the other team. 

XC Photos Courtesy Of Cie Brown
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