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Seaholm administrators are 
scrambling to install a sink in the new 
concession stands in the gym area 
to become in compliance with the 
Oakland County Health Department.  

“According to the Oakland County 
Health Department, we [Seaholm] 
are not in compliance to operate 
a concession stand,” Seaholm’s 
Athletic Director Aaron Frank told 
the Highlander.  

This past fall sports season the 
Oakland County Health Department 
revoked their approval for Seaholm 
concession stands to sell prepared 
foods such as pizza, hot dogs, and 
other items that require   cooking.

This occurred not long after the 
completion of the new pool and gym 
with built-in contemporary concession 
stands.  Barton Malow was the group 
contracted to build the new gym 
and pool as well as the concession 
stands.  The design was completed 
and construction had already begun 
when the Oakland County Health 
Department upped their requirements 
for concession stands in their 
jurisdiction.    

“Food that was to be sold that 
needed to be prepared on site like 
pizza and hotdogs had to be cooked 
down in the cafeteria and brought up 
to the concession stands,” volunteer 
Robin Butler said.  “We ended up 
being restricted to pre-packaged foods 
such as chips pop and candy that did 
not require any preparation.”

This road block to serving a portion 
of the menu caused the folks who 
operate the concession stands to go 
without selling the cooked foods.    

“I frequently went to games during 
this past soccer season, and it really 
bothered me that my own concession 
stands could not cook or prepare food 
to serve me,” senior Max Powell 
said.

“We didn’t have the volume at 
the soccer games I helped out at to 
hire someone on site to cook food. I 
believe the football program was able 
too though,” Butler said.  

Lindsey Rem of Barton Malow 
explained when asked what 
responsibility if any is Barton Malow 
taking for this mistake, “Barton 
Malow carried out the project, but I 
understand that Birmingham Public 
Schools are handling the situation 
themselves.” 

“Apparently the issue was that we 
lacked a sink that could wash the largest 
pan we use to serve food.  In order 
to fix this problem we have already 
arranged for an additional larger sink 
to be installed,” said Principal Terry 
Piper. ”We are shooting to have the 
new sink installed, and the concession 
stands back on track by the beginning 
of basketball season.”

Seaholm teachers, secretaries, and paraprofessionals stand in together in a show of support before school Tuesday, November 11. Photo by Alex Park
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   Casual Friday took on a more profound meaning when Birmingham’s teachers, 
secretaries, and paraprofessionals began wearing the lime green t-shirt students in 
the district have come to know so well.
   While students came to expect the presence of the t-shirts nearly every Friday, few 
realized their significance: that teachers, secretaries, and paraprofessionals have been 
under an extension of an old, unsatisfactory contract since the summer of 2008.
   On June 30, 2008, representatives from the Birmingham Education Association 
and Birmingham Public Schools signed an extension of last year’s contract, which 
officially expired on July 31 of that year.
   Since then, BEA members have been working under an extension that they say 
does not adequately compensate them.
   “When you extend a contract, you are working under the old rules,” BEA president 
Maureen Martin said.  “You don’t get a pay raise, but you have to pay more for your 
health benefits, and all the old language stays the same.”
   The extension of the contract past the July 31 expiration date has led many to ask 
why a settlement could not be reached long before an extension became an issue.
    “With contracts…very specific language has been written,” Martin said.  “It’s a 
very tedious process when you have to change a lot of language.”
   Martin cited many changes within the district—the trimester schedule at high 
schools, elimination of team time in the middle schools, introduction of a new 
schedule in the elementary schools, and different kindergarten programs—as the 
main reason that so many changes are necessary. 
   “[The changes] impact the working conditions of the teachers, and the teachers’ 
responsibilities, so all of those issues have to be worked on,” Martin said.
   The BEA is not looking to change the contract completely. Rather, they say that 

they are looking for greater compensation in order to offset health care costs, as well 
as the rising cost of living.
   “[BEA members] currently have MESSA, which is very good health insurance, so 
we’re not looking to change it, but [we] pay more for [our] insurance than any other 
school district in Oakland County,” Martin said. “It’s quite a burden on our numbers 
to pay that much. When you don’t get a pay raise, you’re really being stretched 
economically.”
   The Birmingham Public Schools administration is mindful of the cost of MESSA, 
but contends that the cost of health care is just one of many issues, not a sticking 
point for the BPS.
   “We have no particular sticking point,” Jon Dean, director of Human Resources for 
BPS, said.  “[Health care cost] is just one of many financial issues at the table.”
   While acknowledging that negotiations were taking longer than expected, Dean 
refused to comment on when they might be settled, saying, “We can’t speculate on 
that.”
   Both sides say they are “bargaining in good faith,” but there may be some 
disagreement over just how much money the district does or does not have.
   At last month’s televised board audit, the district revealed a net change in fund 
balance in the amount of $3,459,319. 
   “We did not “save” $3.5 million, but our net revenues over expenditures came out 
to be $3,459,319.00,” district spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson explained in an e-mail 
to The Highlander.
   “In other words, we budgeted for a deficit and ended with a surplus,” Wilkinson 
said.
   Seaholm union representative Scott Craig believes that the surplus is unofficially 
earmarked to buy newer software and to develop new programs within the district.
   “It’s really a shame, because teachers do the teaching, not the software,” Craig said. 
“It looks to me that they have enough money that they could pay the health care costs 
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Highlander survey reveals students and 
teachers thoughts on new custodial 
staff. PAGE 2. 

AP Government students take 
their government experience 
outside the classroom and to the 
next level, working the polls on 
Election Day.
PAGE 2.

Seaholm students turn their once-
in-a-lifetime experience into 
something that everyone can be a 
part of. 
PAGE 4.
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The state’s economic woes are 
challenging the capability of Birmingham 
Public Schools to meet its financial 
obligations

“Since our funding is tied to our state’s 
economic situation, we must always be 
prepared for reductions to the School Aid 
Fund,” said district spokesperson Marcia 
Wilkinson. “We are very conservative 
with our financial decisions so that we 
can remain as stable as possible in a very 
unstable time.”

The district has already had to cut costs 
by means of privatization, scheduling 
changes and buyouts. In addition, the 
recession has caused Michigan property 
values constantly decline, therefore less 
money is being collected on millages 
(a tax rate of property given to a school 
district) which decreases the amount of 
money flowing within the school system, 
thus jeopardizing the continuation of 

electives and extracurricular activities, 
such as athletics and school funded 
clubs. 

“We’ve done everything we can think 
of to avoid cutting programs, but were 
getting to a point where the only thing 
left to do is cut programs,” said Assistant 
Principal Deb 
Boyer. “We’ve 
p r i v a t i z e d 
custodial and 
transportation 
services, we’ve 
gone from 
a semester 
schedule to 
a trimester 
schedule, so the 
teachers instead 
of teaching eight 
out of ten classes are teaching 12 out of 
15 classes. The board also had a buyout, 
where they encouraged people near 
retirement to retire for a set price.”

The district’s investment policy 
can be best described as conservative. 

According to the Birmingham Board 
of Education policy #6144, the district 
authorizes the Deputy Superintendent for 
Business Services and other individuals 
annually authorized to make investments 
of available monies from several funds 
of the district in bonds, bills or notes of 

the United 
S t a t e s , 
certificates 
of deposit 
issued by 
f i n a n c i a l 
institutions 
a n d 
commercial 
paper (an 
unsecured 
s h o r t -
term debt 

tool issued by large capitalized firms 
for the financing of day to day cash 
needs where the debt is usually issued at 
a discount, reflecting prevailing market 
interest rates) rated prime 1 or prime 2 
at the time of purchase and maturing not 

more than 270 days after the purchase.
“The financial institutions that we 

currently (as of 11/10/08) have funds 
in are: MILAF, Huntington Bank, 
Comerica Bank, Flagstar Bank, National 
City Bank, Smith Barney, Merrill Lynch 
and Fifth Third Securities,” said district 
financial director Debbie Piesz. “We 
also have various balances invested in 
various entities throughout the month.”

Specific district officials who are in 
control of investments are guided by 
a standard of prudence which, under 
policy #6144, states that “investments 
shall be made with judgment and care, 
under circumstances then prevailing, 
discretion and intelligence exercise in 
the management of their own affairs, 
not for speculation, but for investment, 
considering the probable safety of their 
capital as well as the probable income to 
be derived from the investment.”

SEE SOLVENCY/ PAGE 7

“We’ve done everything we 
can think of to avoid cutting 
programs, but were getting to a 
point where the only thing left 

to do is cut programs.”

-Assistant Principal Deb Boyer
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   For some Seaholm students, Election Day wasn’t 
just about casting a ballot. 
   A select number of AP government students were 
selected by the Birmingham City Clerk to work at 
various polling locations November 4.
   “I thought it would be a good experience, 
because I’m not eighteen so I don’t get to vote,” 
said senior Hannah Ortmann, who worked at Pierce 
Elementary.
   Seaholm Community Service Organizer Cheryl 
Shettel agreed.
   “I think [students] get a really great firsthand view 
of what it’s like at the polls on Election Day,” said 
Shettel. 
   According to Shettel, about 40 students in 
Seaholm’s government classes signed up. The 
number was narrowed to 25, based on where 
students lived and what party they belonged to. An 
equal amount of Republicans and Democrats were 
chosen so that there was one student of each party 
at every voting spot.
   Before being able to work the polls, students had 
to attend a training session.
   “We stayed after Seaholm for a day,” said Ortmann, 
“and we basically went through all the possible jobs 
that we could be doing.”
    The students greeted voters, worked at the tables 
and checked people in.
   Senior Erica Dutton said there were definitely 
perks to working the polls.
   “We get paid nine dollars an hour,” said Dutton. 
“…and it’s a good thing to put on your resume.”
    Dutton, who worked at Derby Middle School, 
said that it wasn’t always fun, though.
   “It gets boring sometimes,” said Dutton, during a 
break in the voting rush.
   Ortmann, however, said that the voter turnout at 
Pierce was consistent.
   “It’s been a steady pace of people,” said Ortmann, 
as voters walked past.
    This wasn’t the first time that Seaholm students 
have be presented with an opportunity like this.
   “This is something that the Birmingham City 
Clerk’s office has offered to our students for a 
number of years,” said Shettel.
   However, Shettel said the fact that 40 students 
volunteered was “great”.
   Not only did working at the polls give students an 
opportunity to be involved, but it also proved to be 
a learning experience for the workers.
   “It’s interesting,” said Ortmann. “I thought it was 
a lot more complicated than it actually was.” 

   On the evening of November 4, 2008, junior Lindsay 
Boeckl put her life on pause. At her election-viewing 
party, students were glued to the television; all aware 
they were on the brink of history in the making.
    A communal sigh of relief fell across the room as the 
news flashed images of excited people from all across 
the United States shouted “OBAMA! OBAMA!”
   When Barack Obama’s victory brought 
America’s longest running campaign to an end, 
the reactions of students in this micro culture 
varied from sheer triumph to utter disgust.
“Obama is just such a breath of fresh air and I was 
so happy when I found out he won,” said Boeckl.
   “It was a flurry of feelings all at once,” said senior 
Sam Morykwas, who attended Boeckl’s party. “We 
all basically went through the roof. It was one of the 
most exciting experiences I’ve ever been a part of.” 
   “It may not be manly,” said junior Jeff Groth. “But 
when I found out Obama won I burst into tears of joy.”
   Even Republican senior Sarah Wilson felt the rush.
    “If I could vote I probably would have 
voted for McCain,” said Wilson. “But when 
I found out Obama won, I couldn’t help 
but smile and be happy for our country.”
    Other Conservatives, however, 
were not so thrilled with the results.
    “I was so mad when I found 
out,” said senior Leslie Armstrong.
    “I think I stopped breathing when I heard that 
Obama won,” said junior Luca Capicchioni. 
“But I’m willing to give him a chance.” 
   When asked how she felt about Obama’s 
victory, Conservative sophomore Emily Parks 
asked this reporter an interesting question.
   “Can I swear in my response?” said Parks.
   Senior Mike Steltenkamp did not state whether he was 
a Republican or Democrat, but he still had concerns.
   “I hope he and his family are not slaughtered, 
because the odds of that are rising,” said Steltenkamp.

   Senior Madeline Beauregard, however, disagreed.
   “When people say they think Obama will 
be assassinated, they are not only putting 
a negative energy out for the President, 
but to themselves and the country.”
   The reactions of students were clearly widespread, 
but what were the reasons behind their views?
   “For me it was more about McCain not being 
president than Obama being president,” said 
Groth, “Barack has the country’s best interest 
in mind, he’s not going to die in the near 
future, and he’s not 98 years old and senile.”
   “I thought his 
campaign was 
very personable 
and when 
I went and 
v o l u n t e e r e d 
at the office 
and the people 
there were very 
friendly and 
i n v o l v i n g , ” 
s a i d 
Morykwas, “it 
seemed like this 
big movement that you were just getting to be a part of.”
   Not everyone at Seaholm is pro-Obama, however.
   “I liked McCain’s views because I believe 
that we shouldn’t have abortion,” said 
sophomore Emily Parks. “If your boyfriend 
gets you pregnant why should you kill a baby?”
   “Our country is in such a bad time right now and 
Obama has no experience,” said senior Lindsey 
Mandich, “the reason that he won is because he 
got the vote of middle and lower class America, 
but we are all in the higher class and McCain 
would be better for us in terms of money.”
   “I feel like Obama is going to ruin the country, I 
don’t want my mom’s hard earned money to go to 
waste,” said Armstrong. “Also, I think we should stay 
in Iraq and Afghanistan because we need the oil.”

    Despite these outlooks, Liberal students 
were still thrilled when they arrived at school 
the Wednesday following the election results.
   “I was excited to wake up the next day because I 
know our country is going to be under new leadership 
and it’s the person I’m backing,” said Morykwas.
   “That day I was yelling ‘GObama’ all throughout 
the halls, I was just so excited,” said Groth.
   “When I walked into school the first 
thing I heard was someone yelling ‘Happy 
black president day!’” said Wilson.
   Though Obama supporters were overjoyed, some pro-
McCain students were outraged. An underclassman 
was spotted wearing a shirt that read ‘R.I.P. America.’
   “One student was complaining that now we have a 
terrorist for a president,” said senior Lisa Kitto. “I’m 
pretty moderate but hearing that still disgusted me.”
   Armstrong, however, felt that some 
Democrats were the real bullies.
   “Kids  were throwing it in my face because they knew 
I wanted McCain to win,” she said, “one in particular 
was yelling ‘What now Leslie? What now?’”
    In Patty Rusek’s second hour broadcasting 
class, there was a heated debate during the final-
second countdown before the students went on air. 
   “Everyone was arguing over the intercom and 
Ms. Rusek finally had to step in and say, ‘no 
more political debates right now,’” said Mandich.
   After the atmosphere throughout Seaholm cooled 
down, students started to look towards the future.
   “I think it will take at least four years before 
things really start to change,” said Boeckl, 
“but hopefully the war will stop so Obama 
will get the economy back and kickin’.”
    “We need to get back to being a power in the world 
and stop being so (expletive) stupid,” said Groth.
    “Obama is going to give America a much better 
reputation than it has now,” said Wilson, “because 
we are currently the (expletives) of the world.”

    “I think there is 
going to be a lot more 
reform than a lot of 
people think as far as 
the workplace goes and 
as far as education” 
said Morykwas, “I’m 
really excited about 
that because I’m 
not a big fan of our 
educational system.”
    “I’m a little nervous but 
I think in the long run he 

will do the country good,” said senior Jessica Stanley.
    Mandich, however, did not 
display the same level of confidence.
   “He will probably make some stupid 
decisions, but every president does.”
    Besides thinking about the next four 
years, the majority of students were 
excited about the distant future as well.
    “When our kids are in school and read history 
books, one of the major elections that changed the 
face of parties and political races will be this one,” 
said senior Sarah Kanaan “and it’s invigorating to 
know that it was something we were a part of.”

   One trimester into the district’s 
custodial privatization plan, reaction is 
mixed and turnover is noticeable.
   According to a new Highlander survey, a 
slight majority of staff members surveyed 
reported that in comparison to last year’s 
staff, new privatized custodians have left 
the school “somewhat dirtier”.
   In addition, Seaholm Principal Terry 
Piper said underperforming custodians 
have been removed from the building. 
    “Whenever you have a large number 
of people that are brought in at one time, 
you have to go through a process where 
you discover that some of those folks 
may not be the best people for the job,” 
said Piper. “I guess to be kind of crude 
you basically are kind of weeding out 
the people that aren’t really meant for 
the job.”
   Allen Pendleton, Seaholm’s facility 
supervisor for the new staffing company, 
GCA Services Group, agreed that since 
the start of the school year, Seaholm 
has had its fair share of unsatisfactory 
employees.
   “Some just need a little more training, 
while others need to move on and find 
employment elsewhere,” said Pendleton. 
“GCA listens to my concerns very closely 
and usually when there is concern, they 
help gets things right on track.”
   “Except for those couple of people 
who we’ve had to let go, the quality of 
work is very good,” said Piper. “In my 
position I usually hear about it if it’s not 
going well and I haven’t had anyone 
complain about the condition of their 
classroom.”
   To determine the level of satisfaction 
of  the Seaholm staff in comparison to 

last year’s regular custodial staff, The 
Highlander distributed a number of 
surveys into teachers’ mailboxes late 
last month. When given a scale of one to 
ten, one being completely unsatisfactory 
and 10 being excellent, of the 26 surveys 
returned, the average satisfaction rating 
was a 6.2.
   “The staff is nice, but I think they are 
trying to cut corners with less staff, so 
the current staff is not doing as good 
of a good as last year’s [staff],” said 
one surveyed staff member. The 
surveys did not require staff 
members to submit their name 
along with comments.
   Pendleton confirmed there has 
been mixed feedback since the 
start of the school year.
   “I’ve received probably a mix 
of good and bad feedback from 
teachers,” said Pendleton. “More 
good than bad, I would say. When 
we do receive negative input, it is 
my job to address it and work on 
correcting it.”
    Survey results showed various 
opinions on overall performance, 
ranging from complaints to high 
praises.
   “Custodians don’t give you time 
of day,” wrote one staff member.
   “The day (shift) custodians 
have done everything I’ve asked 
them to do in a short amount of time,” 
said another surveyed staff member. 
     Some staff members have even gone to 
great lengths to confirm their suspicions 
of the work performed by custodians 
since privatization.
    “Mr. [Kevin] Hoffmeyer and I did a 
little experiment in the teacher’s work 
room,” said science teacher Amanda 
McDonald. “We put a piece of popcorn 

on the floor to see if that room was really 
getting cleaned or not. It took about 3 
or 4 days for the popcorn to get cleaned 
up.”
    Although she feels some areas of the 
building could be cleaner, McDonald 
says other areas are as clean as last year.
  “I have no complaints about my 
classroom,” said McDonald.
   Fifty five percent of the teachers 
surveyed by the Highlander reported 
the classrooms to be somewhat dirtier 

in comparison to last year; 53% said 
classrooms and halls are also somewhat 
dirtier.
  Some staff members questioned 
whether the unsatisfactory performances 
are a result of pay cuts.
   “[The current custodians] do half the 
job that the ‘regular’ custodians did,” 
said one staff member. “As they get half 
the pay, I guess it works out.”

   “[The District] saved over two million 
dollars by privatizing the custodial and 
transportation,” said Piper. 
   Despite the lowered cost of privatized 
custodial services in comparison to 
last year’s staff, Piper and Pendleton 
assure Seaholm students and staff that 
an extensive background check always 
takes place before hiring any new 
custodian.
   “First of all [GCA] checks references 
to see what kind of employee they have 

been and there is also a standard 
background check they have to 
go through that is more extensive 
because they are working in a 
building that students are in,” 
said Piper. “One is to check 
out their performance is their 
previous job and the other is to 
make sure there is no criminal 
background.”
   “The background check is the 
same as Birmingham Schools 
did with all employees,” said 
Pendleton. “We are very careful 
in making sure we are hiring the 
right types of people to serve the 
youth.”
    Seaholm was able to retain 
custodians who have worked for 
the district prior to privatization, 
including Pendleton, who was 
employed at Quarton.

    “[Quarton custodians] didn’t want 
privatization, but I knew the writing was 
on the wall,” said Pendleton. “It was 
going to happen and I had to make some 
decisions on my own life and destiny. 
So I decided to interview with the new 
company.”
  Many former district custodians decided 
to interview with the GCA as well. 

    “All of the [reemployed custodians] 
are all very willing to help the new 
people learn what the standards at 
Birmingham schools have always been,” 
said Pendleton.
  Some Seaholm staff members 
still remain biased to re-employed 
custodians.
  “Apart from employees who were 
employed by Birmingham schools prior 
to privatization, I see no ownership 
or pride in [their] work,” wrote one 
surveyed staff member.
   The ‘regular custodians’ treated the 
building as theirs. For the newbies, it’s 
just a job,” wrote another staff member.
   “You have people who have never 
done this kind of work before as opposed 
to those who have done this for a good 
number of years,” said Pendleton. “I 
think in time everyone will see they are 
here for all the same reasons [previous 
employees] were here for.”
     According to both the administration 
and custodial services,  quality will 
improve on a daily basis.
  “The learning curve is wide,” said 
Pendleton “The new staff is learning 
on a daily basis and is working hard on 
being successful.”
     “I think the building looks great,” said 
Piper “I think the quality of the service 
provided is every bit as good as it was in 
the past years I’ve been here.”
    “From the beginning of the school year 
to now, there has been a lot of growth on 
their part,” said Pendleton. “We still have 
a ways to go, but I’m confident that they 
are doing a good job for Birmingham 
Schools, students, and the community. 
Stay tuned. It’s going to get better.” 

Reaction mixed on privatized custodians
Highlander survey

“Whenever you have a large number 
of people that are brought in at 

one time, you have to go through 
a process where you discover that 
some of those folks may not be the 
best people for the job. I guess to be 
kind of crude you basically are kind 
of weeding out the people that aren’t 

really meant for the job.”

Terry Piper
Seaholm Principal

Seniors Brooke McGregor and Scott Stoddard 
check voter registration at Birmingham polling 
place. Photo by Celia Nelson.
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Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

Contributing to 
America’s history

Alexi Knock
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Aknock@seaholmhighlander.com
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Pro-Obama students celebrate Obama’s victory at an election party. Photo courtesy of Lindsay Boeckl

Opinions range from GObama to NObama

“It was a flurry of feelings all at once; 
we all basically went through the 
roof. It was one of the most exciting 
experiences I’ve ever been a part of.” 

-Senior Sam Morykwas
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   Evan Treharne’s improbable, underdog run to oust 
Republican incumbent Marty Knollenberg from 
Michigan’s 41st district (Troy/Clawson) finished 
7,500 votes short.
   The Seaholm substitute teacher and 2003 graduate 
nearly pulled off the upset of the state’s election 
season – pulling to 50-49 percent during early 
voting returns – before losing the contest by 18 
points.
   Treharne, despite being a first time Democratic 
candidate, gained 42 % of the vote – a number 
credited his Seaholm-student laden campaign staff.
   “It started out as just community service, but 
turned into a lot of fun,” said senior Brian O’Conner, 
Treharne’s Seaholm campaign manager.
   Students became involved in the campaign in 
various ways, including government classes and 
hearing about it on the football team.
   “Evan was one of my football coaches, and we 
got along within the season, so I decided to help a 
brother out,” said senior Mike Steltenkamp.
   Students worked anywhere from 20-40 hours.
“Each person worked a different amount, the most 

for sure was Brian O’Conner,” said Treharne. “Most 
people worked anywhere from  20-40 hours. I think 
Brian was closer to 100.”
Students dedicated themselves to going door to 
door, and dropping off campaign literature on 
peoples’ porches and newspaper bins.
   “Sometimes when we were going door to door, 
people would get a little rowdy if they didn’t 
share the same views as Evan,” said senior Mike 
Steltenkamp.
   Working on the campaign also included stapling 
hundreds of yard signs, which was very time 
consuming, but also saved money.
   “The main thing is money,” said Treharne. “If you 
have money, you have the resources to really get 
your name out there.”
  “I fundraised about $5000, and my opponent had 
close to $90,000. So if you consider that I got just 
under 42% of the votes with just 1/18th of his budget, 
it went well,” Treharne continued to say.
   Besides having to deal with the issues of money 
and passing out campaign literature and signs, 
Treharne also had to endure the personal effects of 
the campaign.
 Beginning in October, Knollenberg began a 
television campaign that painted a “special-interest” 
driven Treharne as young tax-raiser-to-be who 
“doesn’t own a home (and) lives with his parents.” 

   According to election records from the Michigan 
Department of State, Knollenberg spent $46,000 on 
those ads from August 28 to October 19. Records 
for the period beginning October 20 – when the ads 
appeared to increase in rotation – have not yet been 
released.
   “It’s all about marketing, its all about how you’re 
perceived in the media,” said Treharne. “I was 
perceived as an inexperienced 24 year old, and 
my opponent Marty was perceived as the more 
experienced candidate.”
   Overall, most students felt that the campaign was a 
beneficial experience. 
   “There’s a lot that goes into a campaign, and it’s 
cool to see that he put the time and effort into it,” 
said senior Jeremy Altman.
   “Even though it was a great learning experience 
for me, for the 20 or 30 volunteers that I had, I think 
it was an even better learning experience for them,” 
said Treharne.
   So after working the long hours and dealing with 
the media, will Treharne ever consider running for 
office again?
   “If they asked me to do it tomorrow, I probably 
would say no. Maybe two years, four years from 
now, we’ll see.” 

Thank you
Seaholm!

Thank you for volunteering on my 
campaign. Without your help, we 
would not have done as well as we 
did!

Mr. Treharne
Brian O’Connor
Jeremy Altman
David Reed
Mike Steltenkamp
Adam Fenton
Richard Washington
David Guenther
Madio Corradi
Matt McCarthy
Ross Wilberding
Mitch Kaufman
Garrett Moscow
Keith Otterbein
Joey Bianchini

John Lewis
Mac Howell
Trey Wanicke
Charles Filips
Peter Gargaro
Daniel Merideth
Stephanie Harrison
Jessica Stanley
Caroline Sheridan
Celia Nelson
Kevin Crimmins
Scott Covey
Chase Panosian
Greg Schwartz

Paid for by Evan Ross Treharne for State Representative

Treharne’s Bid Falls Short

Campaign volunteers (from left) John Lewis, Brian O’Connor, David Guenther, Mitchell Kaufman, Garrett Moscow and Rosemary Scheidt flank 
Democratic state house candidate Evan Treharne and his father James before a campaign event in October. Photo courtesy Evan Treharne

Abbie Genautis
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Agenautis@seaholmhighlander.com

   The “H” from the student H drives can now stand 
for “home,” because as of this year, that’s where 
Seaholm students are able to access their H Drive.  
Students no longer need to bother with flash drives 
or disks when it comes to completing projects 
started at school.  
    “Students used to have several copies of the same 
document because they would keep emailing it to 
themselves at school and at home.  Now they don’t 
have to bother with that,” said Robert Michon, 
Seaholm’s technology operational assistant.  
    “Making the H drive available out of the school 
network has been a two year process,” said Michon. 
“And it was initially aimed at the staff.”  
   “It’s a godsend,” said teacher Barb Harte. “I use it 
for everything, all of my tests, quizzes and work.”
  “I used to have to remember to email all of my work 
to my house,” said Harte. “If I forgot something, I 
would have to either go back to school or just forget 
about it.”    
  Teachers need the H drives at home to make it 
easier to do grades.  This way they don’t have 
to leave the school as late or come in as early as 
before.
  The ability to access the H and S drives at home is 
available to high school students and staff, but not 
elementary students.  However, nothing from the C 
Drive can be accessed at home, which is just one 
more reason to remember to save all of your work 

in the network drives.  
  To access the H drive, all one has to do is use their 
home browser to access http://remote.birmingham.
k12.mi.us and click on “District Resources,” select 
“Secondary Student,” and enter their school ID 
and password.  From there, they can download and 
upload their assignments, without having to save 
multiple copies of the same assignment.  
  This feature makes life a lot easier for students 
who have trouble turning in projects on time 
because of computer transferring complications.  
However, this does limit our range of excuses for 
late assignments.   
  “I’ve told a few of my students about using the 
H drive at home,” said Harte. “The feature is more 
reliable then email.  The only time you might find 
yourself in the same position as you are with email 
is if you don’t have the same software necessary.” 
   “I was given an early access preview of the feature,” 
said Michon.  “I got to try it out this summer before 
it was available to staff and students.”
   “I check the log files on a regular basis, and I 
can tell you that people are using this service at all 
hours,” said Paul Clark, the Manager of Birmingham 
Public School’s network services in an email to the 
Highlander.  
    “I’ve seen staff and students using it before school 
and long into the wee hours of the night.”  
  Having the H drive at home should simplify school 
projects from now on.  
     “You are in much better shape using the H drive,” 
said Harte.

New SOS club looking for members

  Accepted or denied.  
  High school seniors previously waited months at 
a time for these decisions to be made, regarding 
their college admissions.  Now with the help of 
electronic applications, decisions have been made 
earlier and students can now make their college 
choices sooner.
  “Admission standards have gotten much more 
difficult,” said counselor John Maloney. “College 
application is a business. Every college wants the 
best academic class possible.”
   The admission process time frame “depends on the 
school,” said Maloney. “I would say that 80 percent 
of a freshman class is established by March 1st.”
  The early admission proves to benefits both 
colleges and students.
   “It allows them [colleges] to establish a freshman 
class for the following year,” said Maloney.
   “I think it’s really nice,” said senior Caroline 
Buck. “It lets you relax your senior year.”
     Senior Mark Thomas agreed.
   “[The process] allows you to plan ahead so 
you can find out what sort of studies you want to 
pursue,” said Thomas.
     Colleges also found the early return proved 
helpful to students.
     “One of the main benefits is that is gives students 
more time to plan visits and apply for financial aid,” 
said Michigan Technological University Director of 
Admissions Allison Carter.
  But the early admission return also offers 
negatives.
    “Sometimes it can be too much time [for students] 
and they forget about the schools that first got back 
to them,” said Carter.
   Students may also get a false sense of hope.
  “There have been cases where a student gets 
accepted, they ease off and colleges get the final 
transcript,” said Maloney.  “They [Colleges] have 
the right to rescind that acceptance.”
     In many cases, colleges state their claim to avoid 
slacking students directly in the admission letter.
   Overall the reaction to the college admission 
return process proved positive and necessary.
    “[Students put] pressure on colleges to let students 
know their final decision,” said Maloney.
    “It you get rejected you know sooner and can get 
a safety,” said Buck.
   Colleges found that for themselves and the 
students that it was more efficient.
   “It’s a more spread out process, rather than jammed 
into one period in the spring,” said Carter.

Electronic college 
applications bring 
early returns
Patty Trippett
Staff Writer
Ptrippett@seaholmhighlander.com

Peter Gargaro
Staff Writer
Pgargaro@seaholmhighlander.com

   The SOS committee consisting of parents and 
several students is now becoming a full blown 
club. This is called SOS and will hopefully consist 
of more students who are interested in helping the 
community club. 
  “Approximately 100 students signed up at 
the beginning of the year to participate in SOS 
activities,” said Mary Carpenter, one of the SOS 
co-chairs.  
   The new club will consist of a student board, the 
co-chairs and president Amanda Smith, a Seaholm 
junior. 

Smith is in charge of naming the rest of the board 
which will consist of a treasurer, secretary, and 
vice president along with several committee chairs 
including: fundraising chair and a public relations 
chair. 
 “Student members will receive community service 
credit for participation on many levels including 
organizing fun events for fundraising and creating 
awareness for SOS, providing volunteer services to 
people in need,” Carpenter said.
   These jobs can include lawn mowing, leaf raking 
and in the near future snowplowing. 
   Those interested in joining Club SOS or becoming 
one of the members on the student board should 
contact Smith, Carpenter at (248) 703-0214 or co-
chair Lisa Corey at (248) 709-4423

Eden Cooney
Staff Writer
Ecooney@seaholmhighlander.com

Putting the ‘H’ in home: 
Students able to access Seaholm drive remotely
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Designer clothes, expensive purses, flashy cars. 
This is what people think about when they hear the name Seaholm.  However, some Seaholm 

students are starting to break the stereotypical Birmingham mold.
 Over the summer, a group of students traveled to Ghana, Africa to help impoverished 

children. Everyone knew that it was going to be something they would remember for the rest 
of their lives; but for Seaholm seniors Ben Eveslage and Jessica Forzano, it changed their lives 
completely. 

“The experience I had in Ghana inspired me in a way I have never felt. When I was sitting 
on the plane coming home I knew I had to do more no matter what it took,” said senior Jessica 
Forzano. 

After a lot of hard work and long hours of planning Eveslage and Forzano have finally found a 
way that they can help people living in Africa. The group they formed is called Volunteer Africa. A 
group dedicated to bettering the lives for poverty stricken people living in Africa.

“We are doing different fundraisers, can drives, book drives, clothes drives, and we will also have 
African forum meetings so that everyone can learn more about Africa,” said Forzano. 

This type of work is not easy though, it takes a long time to organize these types of events.  
“Planning is, well the kind of sleepless nights and giving up everything else kind of planning. 

This is absolutely true, from day one the amount to do has only grown,” said Eveslage. 
With so many hours already put into Volunteer Africa, Eveslage and Forzano are now changing 

Volunteer Africa into a non-profit organization. 
“Yes, we are going to become a non-profit. This has been the most difficult time I have ever been 

through, and I can say the same for Jess. Becoming a non-profit is very hard. First we have to be 18, 
so I have to wait a few weeks for that. Then I need to file with the state, to become incorporated. 
Although we are not for profit the term is incorporated. So legally Jess and I are starting a business at 
the age of 18. So that will allow us to be called a non-profit organization,” said Eveslage.

Some may be wondering what the difference between a student group and a non-profit is. 
“The difference between the students group and a non-profit organization would be that we would 

get complete independence from the school. Although we will have strong ties with our 
school and others, we want to become something a bit bigger than the walls of Seaholm,” 
said Eveslage. 

With nearly seventy members working for Volunteer Africa already, Eveslage and 
Forzano are still looking for many others to join. 

“This group is not just for people who want to go on a trip to Africa. It is for anyone who 
wants to do more for other people. We want to give everyone the opportunity to make a 
difference,” said Forzano.

Hoping to gain support from people outside of Seaholm, Volunteer Africa is holding its 
first event.

“Everyone should come to the event. It is on Wednesday November 19th from 7:30 pm to 
9:00 pm. Even if you just come for fifteen minutes, you will be glad you did!” said Forzano. 

Meghan Warwick
Staff Writer
Mwarwick@seaholmhighlander.com

“The experience I 
had in Ghana inspired 
me in a way I have 
never felt.”
-Senior Jess Forzano

www.seaholmhighlander.com
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What some students will do to achieve a skinny figure.
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Seaholm junior Louise Eriksen has seen it all.
When her friend approached her last year, telling her about her seventh-grade struggle through 
bulimia, the things that Eriksen only briefly learned about in health class, became a reality.
“When she was in middle school she actually did it,” Eriksen said.  “She was bulimic.”

Eriksen shed light on the fact that bulimia wasn’t something out of the ordinary for this 
particular girl.

“It’s something that kind of runs in her family,” Eriksen said.  “Like, her mom did it, 
her grandma did it too.”

Chief Adolescent Pediatrician at Beaumont Hospital and Medical Director at 
Hough Center for Eating Disorders Dr. Kathleen Mammel provided more fact-

based information about eating disorders and their heritability.
“The most significant cause for eating disorders is genetic,” Mammel said.  

“I’d say sixty to eighty percent of the cause is genetic.”
Mammel elaborated on the progression someone goes through, when 

dealing with a disorder.
 “It’s almost like building a gun, loading a gun and pulling the trig-
ger,” Mammel said.  “The building of the gun involves genetics, the 
loading is the environmental factors like being in an area where 
appearance and image are over-valued, and pulling the trigger in-
volves a particular incident like starting a diet or you have a loss, 
someone close to you becomes ill or dies, you move away, or 
even just starting high school.”
A student who spoke on a condition of anonymity talked 
about the secret struggle her friend went through when deal-
ing with anorexia.
“It starts with the person being really depressed, and a lot 
of things going wrong in the person’s life,” the student 
said.  “Like things at home and things that most people 
don’t know about.”
Seaholm Assistant Principal Staci Peterson has helped 
several students overcome their eating disorders in the 
past.  
“I would say that one of the things that I know in terms 
of working with students is that as a 

result of deal-
ing 

with an eating is-
sue a lot of times 
s t r u g g l e 
w i t h d e -

pression as 
well” Peterson 

said.
But eating disorders deal 

with so many different situa-
tions that it’s impossible to limit 

how a disorder might start.
“I think for each individual person, it dif-

fers,” Peterson said.  “I think if there’s a common 
thread, one of the things that I have tended to see 
and experience with people I have known is that 
it’s a way of being in control of something when 
maybe there are other aspects of their life that are 
maybe out of control.”
Seaholm teacher Ann Deboer drew a connection 

between stress and being in control.
“It’s a stress-related disorder,” Deboer 

said.  “So basically somebody’s 
not handling stress well, and 
they try and take control by 

monitoring what they eat.”
But stress is just one of many fac-

tors.
“A lot of times there’s a lot of anger behind it, 
depression, anxiety those kinds of things that you try 
not to deal with,” said Seaholm Crisis Counselor Den-
nis Rozema.  
Another influence comes from trying to achieve a sense 
of perfection.

“Whether it’s for your parents or your dad or the per-
ception of your friends, there’s a compulsive need to be 
perfect,” Rozema said.  “There is no perfect body.”

Seaholm teacher Rochelle Rogers had roommates in col-
lege who struggled through various types of eating disor-

ders.  
“I think in some degree it’s almost a personality type,” Rog-

ers said.  “It was one more area to try to achieve an area of 
perfection.”

But for these college girls, the problems didn’t appear to stem 
from any kind of emotional trauma.

“They have like a loathing,” Rogers said.  “They have a self-es-
teem issue in terms of a whole body issue, like how they feel.”

For some of those who suffer through different types of disorders, 
the reflection in the mirror really is the biggest enemy.

“Well, a person who is anorexic doesn’t see themselves as thin,” De-
boer said.  “They’re never thin enough, so when they look in the mirror, 

they see somebody who’s fat.”
Mammel explained how this sense of distortion is not their fault.

“Their perception is changed,” Mammel said.  “They do not see their bodies 
as we do.”

However, this is not just limited to what a person sees.  When talking to a friend, 
it’s easy to misinterpret even the most caring words.

“You tell a girl with an eating disorder, that’s anorexic, you look so thin, and you’re 
telling them like it’s a bad thing while they’re thinking, oh good it’s working,” Rozema 

said.
Not only are eating disorders dangerous for a person’s mentality, but also for their physical 
well-being.
“With anorexia especially, you do so much damage to your organs,” Rozema said.  “It isn’t 
just the external body that it affects, and the amount of fat on your body.  It affects your liver 

and kidneys, your 

heart.”
Mammel provided a laundry list of things that could happen to a person’s physical health.
“It’s sort of like hibernation,” Mammel said. “Your metabolism slows, your body tempera-
ture drops, your heart rate slows, your blood pressure goes down, it slows down your gut 
motility, it slows down the brain and thinking processes, it suppresses horomones, 
suppresses bone marrow where blood cells are made, it affects electrolytes, your 
kidneys can shut down.”  
It’s easy to see that eating disorders extend far beyond simply “looking skin-
ny.”  The consequences are most certainly more than just skin deep.  “There 
are some very serious things,” Mammel said.
The problems don’t stop there.  Depriving your body of the nutrients it 
requires could have fatal consequences.
“It can be very serious and in some cases unfortunately  can lead to 
death,” Peterson said.
Rozema knew of an instance that hit too close to home.
“It wasn’t too long ago a girl from Clarkston High School died 
in the hallway of her school from a heart attack from an eating 
disorder” Rozema said.
For students at Seaholm, the possibility of something so se-
rious as death might seem unrealistic, but this just goes to 
show that it really can happen.  
So what is there that we can say in order to prevent some-
thing so awful from happening?
“If you’re trying to help someone understand that they 
have an eating disorder, first you need to express con-
cern about a friend,” Deboer said.  “You have to tell 
them you really care for them.”
Deboer emphasized that when dealing with someone 
who is leading a lifestyle that could be potentially 
life-threatening, you must never keep it a secret no 
matter how hard it might be.
“You never 
promise 

not to 
tell somebody else, 

and the person who shares 
that eating disorder may very 
well ask you not to tell, and that’s 

never a promise you should 
make,” Deboer said.

Peterson stressed 
that you can 

n e v e r 
find fault 
in taking ac-
tion.
“I think most important-
ly, it’s that you do it,” Peter-
son said.
A problem that any person faces before 
confronting a friend is the fear of being 
pushed away or being shut down.  But maybe 
this is a risk worth taking if it means saving a 
person’s life.
“I think that people hesitate because they’re 
anticipating that they’re going to get a defen-
sive kind of response,” Peterson said.  “But I 
think ultimately if you’re genuinely trying to 
help someone, there’s no wrong approach.”
Then again, there will be times when confron-
tation with a person may not work.
Seaholm senior, Sylvie Turner shared a per-
sonal experience that she went through with a 
friend.
“There was one time my sophomore year there 
was someone who I was pretty close to who ob-
viously had an eating disorder, and anytime any-
one would say something about it, they would just 
deny it and get really defensive,” Turner said.
Deboer emphasized that if it comes to this point, 
you cannot stop trying.  
If a person is beyond helping themselves, it means 
going beyond their comfort zone and asking an adult 
to step in.
“Tell someone in authority over the person who can 
intervene,” Deboer said.  “It’s very hard for a friend to 
help a friend.”
Peterson shared similar advice.
“Be sure to let an adult know, because generally if some-
body needs help it’s going to be through a parent or a friend 
or a teacher or a guidance counselor or somebody that gener-
ally is going to put a plan into motion,” Peterson said.
But forcing someone to get help won’t necessarily make things 
different.  The recovery process is something that requires a lot 
of time, patience and support.
“The person has to be ready to make a change in their life in order 
for a change to take place,” Peterson said.
The road to overcoming an eating disorder extends beyond help from 
just family and friends.
“Typically you need some kind of therapy.  A person who has a real eating 
disorder and is getting help sees a therapist, a nutritionist and a psychia-
trist,” Rozema said.  “The psychiatrist is for medications, the nutritionist is 
for helping them get back into a regular eating pattern, and the therapist helps 
them understand why they got an eating disorder in the first place.”
Peterson knew that even when in the darkest of places, a person can always find 
hope.
“I do think it’s possible for a person to make positive healthy changes with their lifestyle 
and I do think over time, people can develop a positive body image and really learn how to 
operate their lifestyle in a healthy way” Peterson said.  
As for Eriksen’s friend, through the help of her family, she come her disorder and go on to 
lead a healthy lifestyle.
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Judi Dench), 
Bond and a few 
other agents 
attempt to 
interrogate Mr. 
White, but he 
just laughs—he 
belongs to an 
organization so 
secretive and 
so powerful 
that the 
international 
i n t e l l i g e n c e 
agencies have 
no idea that it 
exists. 
  That 
organization is 
QUANTUM, 
a throwback to 
S.P.E.C.T.R.E. 
and SMERSH 
that fans of 
classic Bond 
movies will 
a p p r e c i a t e . 

QUANTUM, like any proper 
multinational group conspiring 
to take over the world, is so 
well-entrenched in international 
business and governmental policy 
that even the viewer remains 
unsure it exists until about an 
hour into the film. QUANTUM 
even echoes old Bond villains 
in its devious methods of getting 
what it wants: the main villain in 
the film intends to hold an entire 
country captive by withholding 
its “most valuable resource”—
which isn’t what the viewer 
might think.
   QUANTUM is not the only 
reference to Connery-era Bond 
films. Quantum of Solace benefits 
from many slight humorous 
touches throughout—Forster and 
screenwriter Paul Haggis have 
managed to bring back the self-
deprecating wink of humor that 
many viewers expect from the 
Bond series. 
   Unfortunately, Quantum 
also retains the classic Bond 
requirement of suspension of 
disbelief when it comes to a 
few especially dubious action 

Alex Park
Staff Writer
Apark@seaholmhighlander.
com

   Whoa.
   That’s likely the first thought 
that will cross your mind after 
the firstt 10 minutes of Quantum 
of Solace. Director Marc Forster 
packs in an explosive car chase, 
a fatal gun fight, a major plot 
point, and a chase on foot which 
culminates in Bond and a mole 
falling through a glass roof 
and fighting while swinging 
around on rope swung from the 
ceiling—all before the opening 
credits roll.
   Quantum of Solace picks up 
shortly after Casino Royale 
left off.  Bond (Daniel Craig in 
his second go-round as 007) is 
attempting to transport the captive 
Mr. White to an MI6 outpost 
underneath Siena, Italy—eerily 
reminiscent of a dungeon—
despite the best efforts of a few 
thugs in an Alfa Romeo. Bond, 
of course, succeeds. M (Dame 

Bond Delivers the Thrills
sequences.
 Thankfully, however, 
improbability is the exception 
rather than the rule. For the most 
part, the action in Quantum is 
extremely satisfying—awesome 
but not too incredible, thanks in 
large part to Craig’s cold-eyed, 
cool-headed portrayal of Bond. 
   Other notable performances 
include Olga Kurylenko as 
Camille, a former Bolivian 
Secret Service agent whose 
motivation to kill a corrupt 
general is more than just a 
business obligation, Mathieu 
Amalric (last seen in The Diving 
Bell and the Butterfly) brilliantly 
playing Dominic Greene, a 
mastermind so vile that the 
viewer physically squirms 
while watching him, and David 
Harbour as Gregg Beam, a 
cynical American agent who 
may make viewers quietly wish 
that they weren’t American.
   The action sequences and 
performances are enjoyable, 
but Quantum of Solace really 
shines in its quiet moments. The 
film poses a very interesting 
question: when it really comes 
down to it, who is a villain and 
who is a hero? Characters flip-
flop on one another, lie outright, 
double-cross, cheat  and commit 
murder over and over again; 
governments are overthrown 
for money and on the whims of 
certain characters;  even M must 
acknowledge that she deals with 
morally questionable groups on 
a daily basis out of necessity. 
That conundrum lies at the heart 
of Quantum, making it more 
than just an action flick.
   Long-time Bond fans and 
newcomers to the series alike 
will appreciate the latest update 
to the series thanks to its mix 
of old-school style with new-
school awesomeness.
Quantum of Solace comes 
out on November 14. Rated 
PG-13 for sick nasty stunts, 
intense sequences of violence 
and action, and some sexual 
content. Runs 106 minutes at 
the Birmingham Palladium.

Lotto Tickets: Worth The Risk?
Conner Pavone
Staff Writer
cpavone@seaholmhighlander.com

The BP at Maple and Cranbrook in Birmingham sells lotto tickers 
to people 18 and over, though it isn’t difficult for minors to get 
their hands on tickets.    Photo by Celia Nelson

   Sweeping the halls at Ernest W. 
is an epidemic. Not a sickness, 
but another type of epidemic. 
An epidemic that can either 
drain a student’s hard earned 
allowance from their pocket, 
or fill that same pocket up with 
countless amounts of money. 
The Lotto Ticket Frenzy is 
infecting the minds of Seaholm 
students as it quickly becomes 
“suburbia’s newest addiction.”
   The glisten of the copper penny 
dulls as it’s used as a “high tech” 
instrument of scratching. A thin 
colored film crumbles away as 
areas on a card are strategically 
chosen and scratched as if they 
were bug bites. Sound familiar?
   “The first [ticket] I ever bought, 
I made $100,” 18 year old senior 
Chris Howe said. “That day I 
spent all that money on more 
lotto tickets and I lost it all.”
   Designed to look like a fun 
and appealing game, lotto tickets 
stealthily distract their buyers. 
“They look like games for ten 
year olds,” Howe said. Is this 
the plan that companies who that 
make them are trying to execute?
   Lotto tickets are funded by the 
state, and they must be bought 
in cash. The scary truth is lotto 
tickets were created by the state to 
put money into lower end school 
systems. However, 70 percent 
of the people who buy these 
tickets have incomes of less than 
$20,000 a year. If people who 
don’t have money to spend in the 
first place buy lotto tickets and 
lose, they are losing the money 
that they need, and taking away 
from the school systems that the 
state has set up for their children. 
   The effect that these money 
munching tickets can have on 
their unsuspecting, underage 
customers are eye popping. 
Where are these kids getting 
these tickets? Lotto tickets are 
legally available to anyone if 
they are 18 years of age, but 
a large percent of the effected 

population is underage. How 
do they get these tickets?
   “My mom gets them for me 
usually,” said a minor who 
wished to remain unnamed. 
“I just give her the money 
and she’ll go and buy them.” 
   Information from the Michigan 
Department of Addiction’s 
Gambling Section says that 
it’s a proven fact that 65% of 
pathological gamblers commit 
crimes to support their gambling 
habit, and the average debt 
incurred by a male pathological 
gambler is between $55,000 
and $90,000. 15 million people 
in the US show some signs 
of gambling addiction, and 
of these addicted gamblers, 
one in five attempts suicide. 
   I’m sure the loss of what one 
owns would be a strong counter-
punch to Lotto Ticket Customer 
dependency, right? WRONG! 
Results of studies show that 
after a chronic lotto user loses 
what they own, they are more 
likely to increase in consumption 
of lotto tickets, but why?
   Other psychological studies 
have solved that question. 
Psychologists have concluded that 
when a chronic user of an object 
uses an object to the point that 
they ruined their own lifestyle, 
they are 63 percent more likely 
to use that thing to help them 
get back to that same lifestyle. 
Generally because people have 
been proven to be scared of 
changing their behavior, so when 

they figure out they are different, 
they try to change with something 
familiar, increasing dependency.
    “After I’m in the hole, I just 
buy more [tickets] until I’m out” 
said the same unnamed student, 
   Lucky for us, Birmingham 
residents are better off. It 
won’t take long however, 
until our students hurt like 
the many people before them.
    Perhaps the scariest thing 
about this epidemic however, 
is that there is no vaccine. 
   Bloomfield Hills pediatrician 
Dr. Fedelina Baraceros says “The 
addictiveness of lotto tickets is 7 
times more than that of cigarettes 
and 18 times more addictive than 
cocaine. The brainwaves active 
after one wins even the slightest 
bit of money overcrowd ones 
brain causing them to want more.”
  But why is this so?
  Winning anything is a 
great feeling, but what’s 
so different about lotto?
   Dr. Baraceros explained “when 
a person wins anything based 
on chance, the brain activity 
increases. A person sees chance 
as luck, and when winning 
brainwaves are coupled with the 
brainwaves involved in luck, they 
combine, getting stronger, making 
the person want the feeling 
again. It’s almost like a high.”
   So for you lotto users who 
are impatiently waiting till 
the next scratch, beware of 
the addictiveness because 
for this epidemic, there is no 
cure… other than quitting.

Don’t preach political views, teach objectively
  
   There is an unspoken rule amongst most 
teachers. One that goes largely unbroken, even by 
the most opinionated teachers. However, during 
the weeks leading up to the general election, 
emotions were running high, and the worst came 
out of a few full time and substitute teachers.
   The rule is that a teacher is not supposed to try 
to sway students one way or the other politically. 
Politics can be discussed by the students, and 
though a teacher can certainly get involved in 
discussion, they cannot attempt to convince a 

student one way or another about a political issue.
   Most teachers follow this rule. When asked about 
whom they voted for, or what they think about 
a hot-button political issue, many teachers say 
simply ‘I don’t disclose that sort of information’ 
or ‘no comment.’ Not only do they not try to 
sway students one way or another, they don’t 
even voice their own opinion. Their goal is to 
encourage class participation, not to preach. 
 Recently, however, a few 
teachers are breaking the norm. 
   After a pair of incidents in which a right-leaning 
substitute teacher said that ‘A vote for Barack 
Obama is a vote for a path to hell for America,’ and 
that ‘McCain has God on his side,’ some students 
are calling the objectivity of the staff into question. 

   “It feels very strange when a teacher pushes their 
opinion on you,” said Kathryn Watts, who was in the 
classroom during the incident. “Because I don’t like 
it when anybody’s opinion is pushed on me, and it’s 
doubly frustrating when it’s a teacher who’s doing it.”
   A teacher is in a position of power, and when one 
tries to convince a student of their positions, it not 
only puts the kid in a rather awkward situation; it may 
sway the students’ views, for students are generally 
impressionable. Plus, when a teacher presents 
political opinion as fact in a learning environment, the 
student is susceptible to take the information as fact. 
   “Teachers should not take advantage of their 
position. If they want to wear a button supporting a 
candidate, that’s perfectly fine. If it turns out there 
is a logical place in the curriculum and they want to 

express their viewpoint, that’s fine as well,” said 
Seaholm Principal Terry Piper. “But, don’t try to 
take advantage of your situation and try to sell your 
students on a particular perspective whether it be in 
regards to a particular candidate, or even the ballot 
proposals, because that really is an abuse of power.” 
   It is not the teacher’s place to preach politics to 
students. When a teacher enforces their political 
will upon students, it is an abuse of power. It is the 
teacher’s role to present the facts; it is the student’s 
role to form their own opinions about them. 
   The Highlander hopes that now that the election is 
over, and emotions aren’t running as high, teachers 
will keep their opinions out of the curriculum. 
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of the teachers, pay some kind of a raise 
for the teachers, and they would still 
have some of their surplus left over.”
   Craig also noted that a 1% raise for the 
teachers would cost the district $522,000 
in total—15% of the district’s stated 
surplus.
   The question of available funding is 
just one more obstacle that may delay 
resolution of the contract debate even 
further. 
   Birmingham Board of Education 
President Geri Rinschler hopes that 
negotiations will be resolved “by the end 
of this month.”
   “That’s just my personal hope,” 
Rinschler said. 
   Rinschler points to 1994’s Proposal 
A, a ballot proposal designed to reduce 
property taxes, as the beginning of the 
district’s financial troubles. 
   “Proposal A did its job—reducing 
property taxes—but the downside was, 

of course, that it restructured school 
funding,” Rinschler said.
   Proposal A raised Michigan’s sales tax 
from 4% to 6% in order to offset the 
money lost from lowered property 
taxes. It also transferred control of 
school funds from the districts to 
the state, and, while it exempted 
school millages from taxation, it 
mandated that ¾ of the legislature 
would have to approve exceeding 
set school millage rates.
   “After 1994, 90% of district funds 
come from the state,” Rinschler 
said. “[Proposal A] prevents the 
Board of Education from going to 
the voters to offset budget deficits.”
   Rinschler added that the district 
might be faced with a $100 
proration-- essentially a reduction 
of state funds--per student in the 
spring, which puts further strain on 
the district’s available funds. 
   “The teachers understand the financial 
issues,” Rinschler said. “There are 
confident people on both sides of the 

BEA VP: Extra $3.5 M contradicts district’s budget trouble claim
NEGOTIATIONS (FROM PAGE 1)

table.”
   Less confident, however, are the 
people most affected by the contract 

extension—the teachers themselves.
   Patty Solomon, a third grade teacher 
at Harlan Elementary School, feels that 

the district has let its employees down 
by allowing their contract to expire.
   “I find it disappointing,” Solomon 

said. “I’ve been with the district 
23 years and we have never come 
to this point before.”
   “It’s a feeling of insecurity that is 
not comfortable at all,” Solomon 
said. “We’re told over and over 
how valuable we are to the district, 
that we’re outstanding teachers, 
that we’re doing a wonderful 
job—and yet we don’t seem to be 
able to come to terms with some 
type of agreement.” 
   Solomon also acknowledged 
that the lack of a contract might 
mean financial disaster for many 
teachers.
   “If it were to come to striking 
and being without pay… it would 
be a huge problem to be able to 
pay house bills,” Solomon said.

   While Rinschler stresses that the Board 
of Education “is not concerned about a 
strike at this time,” Martin said that the 

  In addition to the economy working against the 
district, there is also the enforcement of proposal A, 
which years ago required a foundation allowance 
put in place for every student. Less affluent districts 
didn’t have the same money to spend per pupil as 
districts like Birmingham, propelling Lansing to 
even the educational playing field. 
 Those with higher spending per pupil, like 
Birmingham, have had to learn to cut costs 
somewhere along the line, and with the state wide 
economic troubles, it becomes difficult.
  “The theory is like a Robin Hood scheme,” said 
Boyer. “It takes some of the affluent community’s 
tax money and gives it to the districts in financial 
need.”
  Also making financing more difficult is the fact 
that the district can no longer force taxpayers to 
increase district support. The only way to receive 
extra money from the tax payer is legislative bonds, 
but with the current economic state those within 
the community aren’t as willing to spend more tax 
money for extracurricular programs.
 To bear the burden of the difficulties, the district 
has in place a Rainy Day Fund, which are funds 
set aside that can be pulled out of any time for 

instant financial relief. According to an audit by 
Plante Morane, presented to the school board last 
month, the district Rainy Day Fund holds a balance 
of $15,132,238.
  “A fund equity account, sometimes called a Rainy 
Day Fund, is critical to our district’s financial 
health,” said Wilkinson. “Our ability to have funds 
set aside to cover expenses is very important and 
our bond rating is tied to this ability.  Since there is 
often a “gap” in timing when we receive our state 
funds, we must have funds on hand to cover day to 
day expenses such as payroll, utilities, supplies, etc. 
Our fund equity balance falls into the guidelines for 
recommended balances.”
   For now the district is in good financial standing, 
but that could change going forward, as the 
economy and public school system are financially 
intertwined. If property values continue to decrease, 
job losses continue and the state deficit increases, 
the Birmingham Public School system would likely 
have to cut programs and take money out of its 
rainy day fund as a last resort to ensure financial 
security. 
   “We continue to be fiscally responsible and look at 
ways we can reduce expenses that will not directly 
impact the classroom,” said Wilkinson. “We will 
continue to place our priority on preserving programs 
while exploring other areas for reduction.”

SOLVENCY (from page 1)

District solvent, but future 
money woes could mean cuts

union sees nothing wrong with taking 
their cause to the public.
   “There’s nothing illegal about 
informational picketing,” Martin said. 
“It’s not during school time, and it’s 
my First Amendment right to speak 
my mind,” Martin said.  “We would 
certainly not want to do anything that 
would interrupt the school day, but… if 
the Board and the Association aren’t able 
to work collaboratively, we’re prepared 
to do more.”
   As a sign of that preparedness, the 
union conducted a district-wide staff 
walk-in Tuesday, November 11. 
   Craig said that the walk-in was meant to 
show solidarity among teachers, as well 
as to raise awareness about the issue of 
contract extension. Teachers, secretaries, 
and paraprofessionals gathered in front 
of the school’s main entrance on Lincoln 
and walked in as one at 7:20 in order to 
show support for their cause.

“We’re told over and over how 
valuable we are to the district, 

that we’re outstanding teachers, 
that we’re doing a wonderful 

job—and yet we don’t seem to 
be able to come to terms with 

some type of agreement.”

Patty Solomon
Third Grade Teacher
Harlan Elementary School

   The 2008 season brings mixed expectations for 
the boys and girls Birmingham Unified ski teams.
   The boys team comes into the 2008 season 
determined to erase the memories of failing to 
qualify for the state meet. Led by junior twins Nick 
and Zach Hill, the team looks to get over the hump 
with most of their varsity roster back this year.
   Zach Hill saw the state meet slip away from the 
team last year where they were eight points away 
from qualifying at regionals. He knows setting the 
bar high will make him and his teammates push 
even harder.
   “Only losing one guy last year, we are hoping to 
make top four at states,” said Hill.
   According to Hill, head coach Joe Minock has 
similar expectations about the team. Hill said 
Minock wants to take it one step at a time by first 
winning leagues.
  With the expectations even higher than last year, 
Zach knows his leadership will be key as a captain. 
According to Hill, achieving their goals will all 
start with the intense dry land practices.
   “I have to get everyone where they need to be by 
the end of the season,” said Hill.
   The boys team is looking to get into an easier 
regional at Brighton because the one at Pine Knob 
has three of the top five teams in the state. Also, 
Mt. Brighton is usually where the boys team has 
their home meets.
   The Hill twins are loaded with natural ability, so 
they expect a great deal out of themselves.
   “I want to win the league and finish top eight at 
states,” said Zach Hill.
   “I would be satisfied with a top ten finish at 
regionals and making it to states,” said Nick Hill.

   With all the activities that go on throughout the 
year for BUST, many prefer to do different things 
while a part of the team besides skiing. Nick Hill 
believes there is more to BUST than just the skiing 
aspect.
   “I enjoy getting to know the other kids from 
Groves,” said Hill.
   On the other hand, Zach Hill is all about the 
skiing. He enjoys the daily workouts most during 
the season with the ski team.
   “I get to ski every day,” said Hill.
   With the girls team in a rebuilding process, they 
know that during the season they have nothing 
to lose. Senior captain Kayla Elias realizes the 
results might not be special, but the effort should 
always be there.
   “We’ll try our best at what we do,” said Elias.
   Head coach Joe Minock expects a lot from the 
girls team. However, he preaches that trying your 
hardest is what impresses him the most.
   The girls team has won the Mt. Brighton Division 
the past 2 years, but they know that this year is a 
brand new team.
   Elias realizes that the coaches expect a lot 
from her. She embraces this responsibility. Her 
favorite aspect of being a captain is helping out 
the underclassmen.
   “The underclassmen really look up to the 
captains,” said Elias. “They come to us for advice 
about skiing and other stuff.”
   Elias said the girls ski team is all about the 
welcoming, family-like atmosphere. Spending 
almost every evening together during the week, 
they are basically family in the winter. This is 
what Elias enjoys most about BUST.
   “Cliques don’t really mean anything to us,” said 
Eias. “It’s really great to see everyone having a 
great time sharing their love for skiing.”

Winter Sports Preview

Junior Zach Hill dodges a flag last in 2007. Hill and brother Nick should contend for titles this year

BU Ski Team looks to ride Hills to title

   After a disappointing 4-16 season last year, the 
girls’ varsity basketball team is looking to turn 
things around and win more games this upcoming 
winter. 
   Experience is going to be a key, as only two 
seniors were lost.
   “We have a lot of kids back from last year,” said 
head coach Steve Hassler, who lost Taylor Ryan 
and Sam Easterbrook to graduation.
   Senior guard Rachel Reem and junior forward 
Lisa Bender are the captains of the team this 
season. Reem led the Maples in both scoring (eight 
points per game) and assists (five per contest) last 
winter.
   “We’re going to be better,” said Reem. “Hopefully 
we’re going to win more than four games.”
    Reem has this belief as she and other teammates 
have been working out throughout the fall, in the 
weight room after school and participating in 3-

woman workouts during weekday evenings.
    Sophomore Brittany Lea, a dedicated participant 
in the weight room, was also optimistic.
    “We’re going to come out strong,” Lea said. 
“The team was young last year, so we should be 
ready.”
    And if there’s one thing the team needs to be this 
year, it’s ready. They are now in Division III, after 
playing last season in Division IV. This means that 
they will have to play tough foes (such as rival 
Birmingham Groves) two times this season due 
to the division change. So while improving the 
team’s record may be a priority, it will be even 
more difficult than it was last year to do so.
    But according to the head coach there’s more to 
the game than just winning. 
    “We’re looking for improvement,” said Hassler. 
    Though one of the team goals is to win more 
games, the season will be truly successful if there 
is improvement (both individually and as a unit) 
throughout the team. 
    The girls’ season kicks off on Wednesday, 
December 3 against Lamphere High School, at 
Lamphere.

Familiar faces, new division 
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   Birmingham Unified Hockey is al-
ready off to a successful start, beating 
Waterford Mott 6-2 in a scrimmage 
on Saturday, November 8th at the Bir-
mingham Ice Arena.
   The first goal of the game came after 
eight minutes of play, starting an of-
fence up-swing for Birmingham, fin-
ishing first period up 3-0.  Goals were 
scored by Seaholm junior Luke Brin-
ton, Groves senior Nick Hurite, and 
Groves senior Josh Sternberg.  
   Mott began the second period with 
goals coming within almost 15 seconds 
within one another, leaving the BU of-
fense frozen, not scoring at all in the 
period.  
    In the final period, BU scored an-
other three goals, finishing the game 
out strong with the final goal coming at 
14:26 in the third.   Goals were scored 
by Seaholm sophomore Kevin Wil-
berding, another goal by Sternberg, and 
Seaholm junior Matt McCarthy.
   Junior Ross Wilberding, a returning 
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   The Girl’s swimming and diving 
neared the end of the season with huge 
successes from many team members at 
the 2008 OAA League Meet.
  The meet began with a strong start for 
Seaholm with a 1st place victory in the 
medley relay team of Rachel Dicker-
man, Caroline Buck, Melanie Rogers, 
and Calley Murphy due to the disqualifi-
cation of the Groves relay team.

Groves junior forward Ryan Bertrand awaits a pass 
from a teammate during a scrimmage on November 
8th against Waterford Mott.    Photo by Celia Nelson.
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forward for BU, believes that experience 
will be a major factor in the upcoming 
season.
   “I think the problem last year was we 
were younger, but this year we have a lot 
more experience,” said Wilberding.
   With little success last season, finishing 
with only 3-17-6 overall and no wins in 
division play, BU is 
looking learn from 
the tough season 
and focus on im-
proving as a whole.  
   Coach John Wei-
denbach, in his sec-
ond year coaching 
the team, believes 
that last season’s 
difficulties will 
help this year’s 
team improve.
   “Having to deal 
with all of those 
tough losses should help to motivate 
the [returning] guys to work harder, and 
encourage the new guys,” said Weiden-
bach.
   The team is expected to have a better 

record this season, with 
changes to the schedule, 
such as the elimination 
of a game against Brother 
Rice.
   Also, additional expe-
rienced players who were 
on last season’s JV team 
have been added to the 
roster. 
 “Yeah, I think that we 
should be better. We have 
a better schedule, and 
more depth,” said Wil-
berding. 
   The team has 16 return-
ing players, six of whom 
are seniors.   Although the 

team hasn’t established 
captains yet, Weiden-
bach believes that the 
upperclassmen will set 
the example for the new-

Seaholm junior Katie Finley swims her event at the  OAA League meet on 
Friday, November 7th.  Photo By Patty Trippett
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   On January 15 of last year, the Seaholm 
Basketball team won an overtime thriller 
against Stony Creek, a Division 1 team. 
   Out of the 59 points, Richaud Pack 
scored 38 of them.
   Averaging 18 points per game, Pack 
was the leading scorer of the division as 
a sophomore.
   Now a junior, Richaud prepares for yet 
another big season.
   Of all junior guards in the entire state, 
Pack is ranked twelfth.
   “Richaud Pack is amazing,” said senior 
Jeremy Altman.
   The six foot two shooting guard is a 
captain alongside senior Chris Macken-
zie.
   “I chose him as a cap-
tain because he`s a leader 
on the court, and it’s his 
time to lead the team as 
well,” said head coach 
Jose Andradis.
   “He`s definitely a 
leader on the team,” said 
Mackenzie, “he leads by 
his playing.”
   Last season, the Maples 
finished with a mediocre 
record of 9-12, but things 
are looking up this win-
ter.
   The team only lost four 
seniors, and will consist 
of solid, veteran talent in 
their 2009 season.
   “We have a lot of ex-
perienced players, and 
Richaud is one of them,” 
said Mackenzie, “our ex-
perience will be key this 
season.”
   “We`re a lot better than 
last year,” said Pack.
   Richaud shoots every-
day, attended 6 basket-
ball camps, and attended 
tournaments with his 
summer team in the off-
season.
   “My goal is to have a 
winning season, basical-
ly,” said Pack.

Junior Richaud Pack attempts a shot at a 
preseason practice.  Photo By Celia Nelson

comers.   
   “Seniors should be the leaders on the 
team this year,” said Weidenbach.
    The top returning players include 
Groves senior goalie Zack Silver, who 
in 10 games last season had an 84% 
save percentage.  
   Also expected to be great this season 

from Groves is senior 
forward Nick Hurite, 
who was third on the 
team in scoring with 
13 goals, six being 
power play goals.  In 
addition, Hurite was 
second on the team 
with 17 assists last 
season.  
   Last season’s co-
captain, and Seaholm 
senior defenseman 
Adam Solomon is 
expected to bring 

leadership, as well as talent to the team 
this season.  
   “Hopefully [Hurite’s and Solomon’s] 
experience last year, will help,” said 
Weidenbach.
   BU finished unranked last season 
in OAA Division I, and will play its 
second game against the 8th ranked 
Clarkston.  
   “All [division] games are important 
because we would like to win that 
league,” said Weidenbach.  
   As for the biggest games this season, 
Weidenbach thinks that games in tour-
nament play are going to be the most 
important.
   “We are also playing in three tourna-
ments this year, one in Grand Rapids 
the weekend after Thanksgiving, one 
in Ann Arbor the second weekend in 
January, and hopefully in the Trenton 
Showcase in February, which is the 
biggest high school hockey tournament 
of the season,” said Weidenbach.
   BU’s first game is Wednesday, No-
vember 12, against Anchor Bay High 
School, at Orchard Lake St. Mary’s Ice 
Arena.  

Experience
Birmingham Unified Hockey looks
to learn from last season’s tough losses

  The meet proceeded into the 50 free 
where freshman Emily Parsons earned 
her state cut with a time of 25.44 while 
Melanie Rogers got her national cut in 
the same event.  With a time of 23.56 
Lauren Nichols broke her own league 
record in the 50 free. 
   “It was a good swim. I’m happy I could 
defend my title all four years. I was very 
happy with my time in the end,” said 
Nichols.
   The 100 free also proved to be good for 
Seaholm, who had five of the eight girls 
in the final heat. Lauren Nichols broke 
the OAA record of 52.21, previously 

held by Anne Williams of Seaholm High 
School in 1998, going 51.81.
   On the first day of the league meet 
sophomore Maddie Nichols earned three 
state cuts in the 100 free, 50 free and 100 
breast, and earned two national cuts in 
the 50 free and 100 breast.
   “It felt good to go a 51 and break an-
other league record. I’m very ecstatic 
and truly grateful,” said Nichols.
   Diving also proved to go well for ju-
nior Jacqueline Kendall and freshman 
Kelly Frazier, with both girls qualifying 
for the regional meet.  Frazier placed 5th 
with a final score of 305.65, while Ken-
dall finished in 10th place with a score 
of 266.50.
   In another freestyle event Chelsea Ab-
bott went her personal best in the 500 
free with a time of 5:11.81, earning her 
sectional cut. 
   Nearing the end of the meet, the 200 
free relay team of junior Melanie Rog-
ers, freshman Charlotte Yaw, senior Lau-
ren Nichols and sophomore Sam Arnold 
broke the 2004 Groves pool record of 
1:38.60 with a time of 1:38.28.
   The state meet begins on Friday, 
November 21 at 12pm at the Holland 
Aquatic Center. 

Seaholm to Send Swimmers 
and Divers to State Meet
Senior Lauren Nichols beats her own league record, places 
first; Frazier and Kendall place 5th and 10th in diving.

Pack is Back
8

Boys Swimming and Diving
Overall Record: 6-0 (Last year)
Upcoming Schedule: December 
11th vs., Rochester, December 
13th Brother Rice Relays
Key Losses: Morgan Preistley, 
Paul Collins, Ted Howard  
Key Returners: Senior DJ Lydy, 
Junior Alex Wood
Quote: “I’m expecting big things 
from the team this year,” said 
junior Matt Gallinger.

Birmingham Unified Skating
Final Record: A Team: 4th Place, 
B Team: 5th Place
Upcoming Schedule: December 
11th, Team Event 1 at John Lin-
dell Ice Arena
Key Loss: Lindsey Willen,
Top Returners: Jillian Spina, 
Danielle Aldrige
Top Newcomers: Andriana Vetor, 
Quote: “We have a lot of new 
incoming skaters this year, so 
hopefully we’ll be good this sea-
son,” said junior Mollie Bernard.  

Boys Wrestling
Final Overall Record: 11-12
Upcoming Schedule: Dec. 4th vs. 
Cousino and Lamphere, Dec. 6th 
Lutheran Northwest Tournament
Key Losses: David Caldwell, 
Thor Ericksen
Key Returners: Senior Mike 
Steltenkamp, Junior Barclay 
Oudersluys   
Quote: “Were ready to put in the 
work to be a successful team,” 
said junior Barclay Oudersluys.

Seaholm junior Mari Manoo-
gian does a spin at practice.  
Photo by Celia Nelson

Boys Swimming and 
Diving looks to 
Continue  Undefeated 
Streak

Winter Sports Preview

   “He’s improved his quickness and ver-
tical leap,” said Mackenzie.
   Richaud’s strong suit is shooting, but 
he`s added a driving attack to his game.
   Though only a junior, Pack is already 
receiving letters from colleges including 
CMU, Kent State, Wright State, Buffalo, 
and Dayton.
   “I would love to play basketball in col-
lege,” said Pack, “I have no idea where 
though.”
   “Its going to be a great season,” said 
junior teammate Chris Smith, “Shardie 
[Richaud] will lead us to the champion-
ship.”
    “Seaholm should be pumped they 
have Richaud for two more years,” said 
Mackenzie, “he`s a great asset to the 
team, and a great leader…and he has a 
Mohawk.”
   The Maples first game is December 9th 
against Royal Oak, at Seaholm.

The BU fan base gets pumped for 
a great season. Whipping it out 
for the first scrimmage.
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