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 Seaholm principal Terry Piper stands out in a 
crowd – and if you ask him, he wouldn’t have 
it any other way.
   At 6’5”, and watching over his favorite 
patch of real estate – his back to the display 
cases, just south of the intersection of the G, 
A and Main halls – Piper is a hard man to 
miss.
    “Every chance I get I go out and stand in 
my favorite spot in the hallway, because I love 
being around the students all day long,” Piper 
said. “A lot of principals would do this for a 
long time and go on to become a superinten-
dent. I never wanted to do that.”
   It’s these relationships, developed over his 
13 years at Seaholm, and strengthened with 
every hallway hello, that Piper will miss.
   This school year will be Piper’s last in the 
building, capping a 36 year career as a build-
ing administrator (31 of them as a high 
school principal). 
   “You get a sense that it’s time,” Piper said. 
“I’ll be 65 in February, the pace that I keep as 
principal is pretty intense.”
   Piper said he works “at least” 60 hours a 
week, going back to the building four nights 
a week for 
various ac-
tivities.
   “I’m going 
from 5:30 in 
the morn-
ing to 9-10 
o’clock at 
night,” Piper 
said. “Ev-
eryday it’s 
my life, but 
it’s probably 
good for me 
to slow down 
now.”  
    Late nights 
manning the Debate and Forensics teams 
have allowed English Teacher Peter Shaheen 
to interact with Piper long after the final bell.
   “He’s here pretty late and I always run into 
him,” said Shaheen, who’s been at Seaholm 
for Piper’s entire tenure. “So just saying hi 
and chatting with him about his grandkids 
or basketball games I think that’s what I’m 
going to miss the most.”
    Seaholm Assistant Principal Staci Peterson 
said building bonds with students, parents 
and teachers is Piper’s greatest strength. 
   “[Piper] has such wisdom and he is prob-
ably one of the most empathetic people that 
I’ve ever met,” Peterson said. 
   Peterson said Piper’s greatest strengths as 
a principal - working with students, parents 
and staff – stemmed from his search to un-
derstand.
   “He’s always at Field Day and football 
games,” Peterson said. “[I’ve] watched him 
through so many situations where he inter-
acts with students and community mem-
bers.”
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AP Gov students get involved in election

   Seaholm High School will be experiencing a process this year that 
they haven’t experienced in over 13 years.
   With the retirement of Terry Piper coming next spring, Seaholm will 
be on the hunt for a new principal.
   Despite rumors to the contrary, Piper doesn’t have a roll in the selec-
tion of the next principal.
   “There’s a process. In Birmingham we believe very strongly in pro-
cess,” Piper said. “So there is a whole series of events that will take 
place leading up to somebody being appointed probably next April 
sometime.”
   The process isn’t merely candidates sending in their resumes and 
hoping they get the job, though. According to the official timeline for 
finding a new principal, developed by Assistant Superintendent for 
Human Resources Jon Dean, there are 12 steps. 
   The first step, according to the timeline, is a PTSA input.
   “I met with the PTSA about two or so weeks ago, and shared the 
schedule and process that we had in place,” Dean said. “I’m in the 
process right now of completing a survey that we’re going to send to 
parents and Seaholm to get input 
from them regarding the attributes 
that they would like the next prin-
cipal to have.”
   The second step, according to the 
timeline, is Staff Profile Input.
   “I’m in the process of setting up a 
meeting with the Seaholm faculty to 
gather the same set of information,” 
Dean said. 
   Steps number three and four are 
the posting of the job, and the clos-
ing of the posting.
   “We’re going to post the position 
in early December, in very early 
February the posting will be closed,” Dean said. “So there will about 
two months where people can apply.” 
   Step number five entails a Paper Screen Committee.
   “We’re going to have a group of individuals get together and go 
through carefully each applicant that applies,” Dean said. “The reality 
is their job is not to select the Seaholm Principal, there job is to say, did 
the applicants that applied fit the requirements for the position.”
   The sixth step is where the Screener Interviews take place.
   “We have administrators, a teacher, and a parent, that will go meet 
and conduct a short 20-30 minute interview with a lot of different 
people,” Dean said. “You can only learn so much from a resume, but 
you can learn a lot more by spending 20 or 30 minutes with them.”
   The seventh step includes a writing sample.
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Senior Mike Costello works at Derby during the Nov. 2 election.    Photo by Simon Schuster

   Though she has never voted, senior Abby 
Kaugher knows exactly how the election 
process works.   
   Kaugher was one of 12 AP Government 
students who worked at a polling location 
during the November 2 midterm election.
   “I did a lot of everything, basically,” 
Kaugher said. “I did some of the ripping of 
the ballots…I checked licenses to make sure 
that their face matched and that they were 
the same person that they should be.”
   Community Service Organizer Cheryl 
Shettel emphasized the importance of get-
ting involved in the election.
   “When you’re at the precincts and watch-
ing the actual voting, it gives you that whole 
other side of what voting is about and how 
important it is,” Shettel said. “We find that 
when students start in high school, either 

with working at a precinct or doing other 
kinds of political work, then that carries 
over to when they’re adults.”
   Senior Sean Kelly, who worked at the Bir-
mingham Department of Public Services, 
spent his time processing absentee ballots.
   “It was a cool experience,” Kelly said. “It 

   A week after the Gay Straight Alliance 
adorned the hallways with flyers inviting 
students to GSA meetings, only four signs 
were left hanging.  
   The rest were defaced, covered with mes-
sages like “F*** the gays”.
   This may not be any type of physical ha-
rassment with threats or blood, but is still 
one of the most painful types of bullying.
  “I’ve been hearing some pretty awful 
things.” Flex teacher Robyn Moten said.
   “I hear the word ‘fag’ and ‘gay’ quite often. 
I’ve heard jokes about Jewish people as well. 
When people use that type of language, all 
they are doing is asserting their power. They 
may not care about the impact on other 
people, but I’d like to believe that they just 
don’t know.”
   Senior Courtney Thomas said that name-
calling is common while walking through 
Seaholm’s hallways.
    “I always hear ‘fag,’” Thomas said, “Peo-
ple are always calling each other ‘dumba**’ 
or ‘idiot.’”
   A lot of the times, Thomas says, a lot of 
these words are directed at him, and the of-
fenders know he can hear them. 
    “There’s not too much physical bullying,” 
Thomas said, “But when there is, it’s just 
like pushing which isn’t usually too harm-
ful.”
   Moten speaks to Flex students on a regular 
basis about Seaholm student’s discrimina-
tory issues. Moten also teaches a leadership 
class that speaks out against racism and ra-
cial tensions in the Birmingham area.
   During these meetings people from sever-
al racial backgrounds discuss discriminatory 
issues that they are facing with authority fig-
ures and peers in their area. This group al-
lows people to speak freely about how they 
feel, and the type of bullying they feel is be-
ing impressed on them by their community.
   Despite efforts by people like Moten, the 
advent of the Internet has taken bullying to 
a whole new level. 
   Online harassment, often called cyber-
bullying, is one of the most common forms 
of bullying, likely due to the anonymity it 
allows.  
    “[I get cyber-bullied] almost every day,” 

Defaced GSA 
posters bring 
new attention 
to bullying
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was a little boring but it wasn’t bad.” 
   In the weeks leading up to the election, 
a number of AP Government students got 
involved by volunteering with different 
campaigns. 
   First-time voter Anna vonFoerster can-
vassed local neighborhoods in support of 

Republican candidate Andrew [Rocky] 
Raczkowski. 
   On October 2, vonFoerster, a senior at 
Seaholm High School, knocked on doors 
and handed out flyers to local voters who 
had changed their party affiliation in recent 
years.
   Residents’ responses varied as vonFoerster 
and her canvassing partner, Seaholm gradu-
ate Jake Drutchas, talked with them about 
the upcoming election. 
   Looking back, vonFoerster believes her 
youth helped bring her success in cam-
paigning door-to-door. 
   “I don’t think [residents] would close the 
door right away on high schoolers,” von-
Foerster said. 
   Based on her own volunteer work, von-
Foerster recommends political campaign-
ing as a valuable experience for high school 
students. 
   “Before this, I didn’t even know who Gary 
Peters was,” vonFoerster said.
   Students helping with the Peters’ cam-
paign canvassed neighborhoods, made 
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   “The candidates will complete a writing sam-
ple,” Dean said. “Part of being the principal at 
Seaholm High School is having good written 
expression skills.”
   The eighth step might be the most important 
- the Full Committee Interviews.
   “That’s when were down to a final six to eight 

candidates,” said Dean. “Were going have two committees that will see 
each candidate, and each committee will have administrators, teach-
ers, support staff members, parents, and students. Each committee will 
have seen each candidate, will put them all in a room, and we’ll have a 
debrief session where we list out the strengths and questions about all 
the candidates we saw.”
   Standard Reference Checks and additional process make up the 
ninth step.
   “We’re calling everybody and anybody that we know to determine 
what can we learn about that person,” said Dean. “We’re talking to 
their old boss, old teachers, and students in their present school.”
   An interview with BPS Superintendent David Larson might be the 
most critical part of the process, and is the tenth step.
   “In the end, Dr. Larson is the instruction leader of the district,” said 
Dean “He will make a final recommendation, using all the informa-
tion we gathered. He sits down with each person, and conducts a final 
interview, and provides a recommendation to the board of the educa-
tion.”
   The eleventh step is a Site Visit, or a final walkthrough the school.
   “We’ve often done that, where we would go to their present school, sit 

down and talk to 5 students, and ask what 
[candidate] they really like,” Dean said. 
   The final step is the recommendation to 
the Board.
   “The recommendation of the board we 
hope to do in early April,” said Dean.
   There are some that believe that a new 
principal means an entire new school, how-
ever there are things that Piper doesn’t want 
to change.
   “I’m not a big rules person, I really be-
lieve you give people freedom, and expect 
the best out of people. I expect the best out 
of students,” said Piper. “Every school has a 
culture, and that’s the kind of culture that I 

like and I’ve tried to develop. I hope that culture continues, so people 
feel comfortable, so they like coming here every day.”
   Piper runs the school a certain way, and it works, so some of the staff 
would like things to stay the same.
   “You always worry about someone new coming in and what kind 
of changes they might want,” said Social Studies teacher Charles Pas-
sarelli. “They might be changes for the better and they might not be 
but teachers, like anyone else get used to a particular way of doing 
things and we have things that we don’t necessarily want to change.”
   As far as advice for the next principal, Piper says the most important 
thing is cherishing the job.
   “Just enjoy it, because it’s the greatest place in the world to work,” 
Piper said. “Every day’s a gift in my opinion.”

Photo by Clay Petry, Photo Illustration by Sidney Krandall   

Seahol principal Terry 
Piper Photo by: Clay 
Petry

   “The first rule about Fight Club is you do 
not talk about Fight Club.” 
    This line, made famous by the 1999 
movie Fight Club seems to have held true 
for students in one such non-school sanc-
tioned club at Seaholm, which has operated 
for over a year without being detected by 
parents or administrators. 
    Three independent sources confirmed to 
The Highlander  fights regularly take place in 
students’ homes and have even taken place 
inside Seaholm’s wrestling room on at least 
one occasion.
    Unlike the underground society led by 
Brad Pitt’s charismatic character Tyler Dur-
den in the film, the motives of Seaholm’s 
fight club are more short-sighted, simply 
offering a venue and a crowd for students 
to duke it out. 
     Bill Smith*, a junior who claims to have 
participated in at least ten fights, maintains 
that Seaholm’s club is not as serious.
    “No, nothing unhealthy, it’s a sport,” 
Houtman said. “Sometimes gloves, but oth-
erwise no one really gets hurt.”
     Smith also described the staging of most 
fights.
      “Well, you know, usually you’ll have 
people going one-on-one with each other, 
but otherwise there’s usually a crowd,” 
Houtman said. “I’ve had it be between like 
three to 20 people.”
       Birmingham area social worker and psy-
chologist Ted Schneider believes the club’s 
intentions are cruder than that of a competi-
SEE FIGHT CLUB / Pg. 3

“In the end (BPS Superintendent) Dr. 
(David) Larson is the instruction leader of 
the district. He will make a final 
recommendation, using all the 
information we gathered.”

Jon Dean
BPS Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources

*Editor’s note, on the advice of legal 
counsel, a source’s name has been changed
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 Facebook, Twitter, and Youtube have previ-
ously been sanctuaries for high school stu-
dents, giving them serenity away from the 
everyday stresses of homework and extracur-
ricular activities.
   This year, however, Seaholm students have 
found that these havens have been invaded by 
classes attempting to adapt to today’s technol-
ogy-engulfed environment.
   Though many students have been criticizing 
the “overuse” of digital mediums, some say 
that it is the teacher who makes or breaks the 
technological experience.
   “Some teachers know how to use [technol-
ogy] better than others,” senior Margot Kriete 
said. “I think some teachers use it just for the 
sake of using it. They don’t really think about 
how it caters to the assignment.”
   Kriete has used various websites for multiple 
classes. Some, she says, use sites like Twitter 
and Wikispaces well. A few, however, do not 
utilize the advantages of the sites.
   “[One of my classes] had a project with 
[Wikispaces],” Kriete said. “We were all sup-
posed to put stuff up on the Wiki, and then 
we were supposed to study from it. It just 
seemed like a waste of time. It wasn’t discus-
sion based-it was just like find this informa-
tion and put it here.”
   Senior Gaby Christ’s experience with Wiki-
spaces has been much more pleasant.
  “We use Wikis in AP Biology, and I really 
like it,” Christ said. “The textbook website 
is on there, which is nice, and you can have 
discussions about [class materials] if you want. 
It’s funny because [AP Biology teacher Linda 
Wichers] has cartoons on there and pictures 
of people from Halloween.”
   Christ does agree, though, that sometimes 
the technology can be overwhelming.
   “I think it’s a nice resource, but I don’t think 
they should force you to use it,” Christ said.
   Social Studies Department Head Barbara 
Harte believes the reason students have such 
a difficult time using social networking sites 
for homework is because they’re in the habit 
of viewing the sites as strictly social, not pro-
fessional.
   “The opinion of everyone is that students 
are more adept at using technology because 
they’ve been using it since they were young,” 
Harte said. “I think to some extent that’s true, 

but they’re also used to using it for social net-
working. They’re not necessarily used to using 
it for production of something.”
   Harte uses websites frequently to commu-
nicate with her AP Government students, in-
cluding Twitter and a University of Michigan 
related website called Virtual Learning Tool 
(VLT).
   “When you have such limited time in the 
trimester schedule, it’s nice to be able to get 
the word out really quickly to a whole bunch 
of students,” Harte said. “I’m not sending out 
copious emails to everybody. It’s one location, 
it’s one way. I can send you an article. I just 
found out I can tweet you a movie. I can tweet 
a lot of things. I think the potential there is 
really phenomenal.”
   Harte has tried using numerous websites, 
including Moodle and her own personal do-
main.
   “I’ve always had some sort of website,” Harte 
said. “I really like the idea of having a website.  
I can’t remember when I started that. It’s been 
too long. But when I started teaching [AP 
Government], [AP Government teacher Ben] 
Harwood already had it all set up on the VLT. 
I just moved over to that.”
   Some students, like senior Joe Wandez, find 
the VLT website extremely likable. 
   “The VLT thing, that’s really good,” Wandez 
said. “I love the VLT.”
   None of the websites Harte has used, how-
ever, have completely pleased her. Most of the 
issues she has dealt with have to do with con-
venience for students and parents.
   “VLT is nice, but it still has some cum-
bersomeness to it,” Harte said. “I’m looking 
forward to a much simpler, more streamlined 
way of doing it. If you can do all of your as-
signments, test-prep things, messages, and 
everything in one location that is easily acces-
sible to students and parents, and you don’t 
need pass codes, logins, or all that nonsense, 
where you can just click a link- I think that’s 
the best.”
   Harte is hoping the new Birmingham Pub-
lic Schools district website will solve her inter-
net problems once it is completed.
   “I’m looking forward to our new interface 
that we have through the school- that new big 
website,” Harte said. “That will be easier be-
cause everything will be connected from on 
one page.”
   Twitter has been a new experience for Harte 
in the last two years, but it has become an ex-
tremely helpful tool in the AP Government 

curriculum.
   “Twitter I tried to use last year, and really 
floundered,” Harte said. “I’m an infant with 
Twitter. I’m very new. This summer when I 
went to the Boston BLC [Building Learn-
ing Communities conference] at the Boston 
Institute, I went to a course on Twitter. I got 
some other information on what you can do 
with Twitter that isn’t just reporting ‘I’m at K-
Mart buying something for my daughter.’ I 
never understood how Twitter could be help-
ful until I went to that meeting.”
   Wandez agrees that Twitter is a commodity.
   “I find [Twitter] useful because I can look 
stuff up,” Wandez said. “I really hate typing in 
links, so it’s good that way.”
   Christ also believes Twitter is a valuable re-
source.
   “Twitter is helpful as long as it’s updated and 
everybody knows it,” Christ said.
   Harte has one specific social website, how-
ever, that she loves to use for educational pur-
poses.
   “My favorite thing for students to use is 
Youtube,” Harte said. “Youtube is the great-
est thing. I can find anything. If I don’t know 
how to teach something, I go on Youtube, 
and there’s somebody out there who’s created 
some informational thing. That is fabulous.”
   Facebook is a website that many students 
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Technology Overload: Are Students Sicki of Wiki?

thought would never be corrupted by teachers 
and homework. AP Psychology teacher Ro-
chelle Rogers, however, has put the ultimate 
social network to use during the time between 
the end of the course and the AP exams.
   “I use Facebook more during the period 
of time when I don’t have students and am 
not communicating with them,” Rogers said. 
“That way I can keep in touch with them be-
cause my class is only two trimesters.”
   Rogers sends students extra materials to help 
them study for the exam.
   “As we get closer to the AP exam, [I will 
send students information] two or three times 
a week,” Rogers said. “I can post the links for 
Youtube videos for them to look at. Some-
times I do scavenger hunts online for things in 
psychology. I’ll post something and say ‘You 
should be looking at this, keep in mind…’ 
It’s keeping kids clued into what’s going on, 
where they should be given reminders. It’s just 
keeping AP Psychology on their minds when 
I don’t see them every day.”
   Kriete feels that Facebook, Twitter and other 
sites like them should contribute to the class, 
not completely run it.
   “Things like Twitter- I think those are use-
ful as long as [teachers] don’t rely on it only,” 
Kriete said, “Because I know a lot of people 
don’t check on it every day. I think it should 

be optional. It’s nice that you can get your 
homework on there, but I think it shouldn’t 
be a replacement.”
   English teacher Peter Shaheen disagrees 
that technology should not change the course 
completely. He believes technology is the step 
to the next level of education.
   “I think it’s a bit problematic in that technol-
ogy shouldn’t be something that you just set 
on top of your regular curriculum,” Shaheen 
said, “But it should transform your regular 
curriculum. You should be doing things dif-
ferently, rather than just doing more. But 
nobody knows how to do that. I think we’re 
kind of the blind leading the blind. That’s the 
way it is.”
   Senior Megan Smith supports the ideal of 
technology changing the way high school 
students learn, but she says that in reality, it 
doesn’t always succeed.
   “The concept of technology is really good, 
but everybody has to buy into it in order for 
it to work,” Smith said. “It’s a smart idea, but 
if not everybody buys into it, it doesn’t work.”
   Teachers have noticed varying reaction to 
the technology from students.
   “Some people are early adapters, some peo-
ple are chronic complainers, and I think some 
people are fine with it,” Shaheen said.
   Rogers has dealt with mostly positive feed-
back.
   “I think students [react well],” Rogers said. 
“I think it’s a great way for kids to be remind-
ed of something without nagging them.”
   Harte says that her students usually start out 
dreading the technology, but eventually end 
up enjoying it.
   “When we ask students, for example, to do 
the flip camera movies, I see so much stress on 
the faces of some students,” Harte said. “I’ve 
had kids who said ‘Can’t I just make a poster 
board? I know how to do that. I don’t want to 
make a movie.’ And yet once they get into it 
and they do it, they find they’re ok with it.”
   Wandez believes that students have to be-
come familiarized with technology in educa-
tional settings because that is the direction in 
which the nation is heading.
   “We as a country need to go from education 
with a teacher to education with a computer,” 
Wandez said. “A computer can be with you 
100 percent of the time. A teacher has to di-
vide their attention between 30 or so students. 
A teacher can’t be with you every second of 
the day to hold your hand. A computer can 
do that.”

Some students feel there is an overuse of technology in classes.   Photo by Sidney Krandall
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phone calls, and entered data at his local of-
fice. 
   “Seaholm High School volunteers…im-
pacted the Rocky for Congress campaign by 
making phone calls, walking door-to-door 
and assembling and delivering yard signs,” 
9th Congressional District Republican chal-
lenger Rocky Raczkowski’s public relations 
liaison Susan Emfinger said.
   Emfinger pointed to student involvement 
as an important facet of Raczkowski’s cam-
paign. 
   “We hope [students] get something in re-
turn for their efforts,” Emfinger said.
   vonFoerster cited AP Government as an 
instrumental part in spurring her political 
involvement. 
   “Through AP Gov I’ve learned so much 
and gotten so interested,” vonFoerster said.
    Senior Sara Mahoney chose to campaign 
for Republican incumbent John Pappa-
george in Michigan’s 13th District State Sen-

CONT. FROM PAGE 1
ELECTION ate race.

   Accompanied by her mother, a longtime 
supporter of Pappageorge, Mahoney cam-
paigned in Bloomfield Hills. 
   “I spent four hours putting up signs and 
sending out flyers,” said Mahoney. “It was 
hard work.”
    Mahoney said student involvement in po-
litical campaigns is important, especially for 
high school seniors. 
   “[Seniors’] age brings them to a level of 
maturity where they need to know about 
politics and be able to vote and be able to 
express opinions,” Mahoney said. “I think 
they should be a part of the political system 
in any way possible.”
   As November 2 approached, vonFoerster’s 
interest in the election swelled more than 
ever. She described her first time voting ex-
perience as an exciting opportunity to par-
ticipate in government.
   “It’s such an easy process,” vonFoerster said. 
“I don’t understand why people don’t [vote], 
especially when it makes such a difference.”

probably since my freshman year. It’s the 
worst on Facebook for sure.”
   Thomas speaks of how people make fun 
of things that he says on his Facebook posts. 
Thomas often shares personal information 
on Facebook that people ridicule, he says.
   “People always make fun of the poems I 
write.” Thomas said. “They say that they hate 
them, or that they just hate me in general. 
They made fun of me for trying out for the 
basketball team.”
   This type of reoccurring harassment is not 
uncommon. 
   According to an iSafe America Survey, 42 
percent of kids have been bullied while on-
line. 58 percent have not told their parents 
or an adult about something mean or hurtful 
that happened to them online.
   Assistant Principal Deb Boyer is no strang-
er to in-school bullying. 
    “What typically happens is whenever there 
is a skirmish, it happens between two or 
more students that are friends,” Boyer said. 
“And they just say the worst things to each 
other, and that’s usually okay, because they 
are friends. But when they’re not friends, 

CONT. FROM PAGE 1
BULLYING that is when someone tells me they are being 

harassed.”
   Boyer said that, in most cases, students are 
singled out because of their eccentricities.
    “Any time they do this, they pick out what 
is different about the other person,” Boyer 
said. “Picking out something they consider 
to be normal about themselves.”
   Boyer also spoke of a bill that has recently 
caught the eyes of many administrators in 
Michigan.
    “There is a bill called Matt’s Law,” Boyer 
said, “And that is an anti-bullying bill that 
so far has been allowed to die in Congress at 
the state level.”
   Proposed after the 2002 suicide of Matt 
Epling, an East Lansing eighth grader, Matt’s 
Law would make anti-bullying policies a re-
quirement in every school district. 
   Most forms of verbal bullying cannot usu-
ally be punished with any type of formal 
punishment by law, according to Birming-
ham Public Schools Police Liaison Ron Hal-
crow. 
    “[There’s a] difference between bullying 
as a nuisance and an actual criminal matter.” 
Halcrow said. “Any time there is a physical 
assault, any unwanted pushing or touching 
is involved, no matter how slight it is, that 
turns into a misdemeanor assault.”

   Piper came to Seaholm in April, 1998.  His 
first full year was the ’98-’99 school year.
   “I was a high school principal in New York 
state for 18 years [before I came to Seaholm] 
at three different high schools,” Piper said.   
   Assistant Principal Deb Boyer remembers 
being impressed with Piper’s optimism when 
she first met him. 
   “My first impression of Piper was that he 
was such a nice person and I’ve continued 
with that impression over the course of time,” 
Boyer said. “He is one of 
those individuals that always 
sees the good in other people 
and always sees the glass as 
half full.” 
    Social Studies Department 
Head Barbara Harte experi-
enced this side of Piper when 
her daughters came through 
Seaholm.
    “[Piper] goes to so many 
sporting events and plays,” 
Harte said. “He really attends 
to what the kids here are do-
ing.  I think that’s a very posi-
tive thing that he does.  My 
oldest daughter did musicals 
when she was here, she’s ma-
joring in musical theater now, 
and he had nothing but glo-
rious things to say about her 
and as a parent of the child it was a great thing 
to see him at all the plays supporting her and 
it was very personal for me.”
   It’s these bonds Piper is most proud of.
   “I would say the relationships I’ve built with 
the students and their parents and the teach-
ers and also the staff members [are my biggest 
accomplishments].” Piper said.  “My work as 
a high school principal is such a blessing for 
me. When people say what’s it like to be a 
principal? I say well it’s all about relationships. 
You get to know students, you get to know 
parents, you get to know teachers and staff 
members, so those relationships, those friend-
ships are what make this job such a blessing.”
   Social Studies Teacher Charles Passarelli said 
his most memorable experience with Piper 
happened at last year’s graduation ceremony. 
   “Last year, I gave the commencement ad-
dress,” Passarelli said.  “And I told the seniors 
that I had a dream of playing centerfield for 
the Tigers and they all started laughing. I 
turned around and looked at Mr. Piper and 

CONT. FROM PAGE 1
PIPER he played along perfectly. He just shrugged his 

shoulders like ‘I don’t know why they’re do-
ing that’?  But it was great because he played 
his part beautifully it was like we had talked 
about it. I couldn’t have asked for a better set 
up from him.  I’ll always remember that mo-
ment.”
   Math Department Head Carol Pinneo was 
impressed with Piper’s dedication when she 
first met him. 
   “My first impression was that he was very 
committed.” Pinneo said. “He knew the cur-
riculum, the climate of the school, very well. 
He wanted to have top notch teachers at his 

school to give the 
kids the best educa-
tion.  
   Pinneo said Piper 
will be remembered 
for his devotion to 
the school.
   “He really cares 
about the kids,” 
Pinneo said. “He 
cares about the 
teachers. He really 
wants the best for 
everyone and that’s 
what he’ll be re-
membered for.”
   District Spokes-
person Marcia 
Wilkinson praised 
Piper’s guidance.
   “He’s been a fan-

tastic aspect to Birmingham Public Schools,” 
Wilkinson said.  “He is a true champion for 
Seaholm students and families and I know 
that the school has benefitted tremendously 
under his leadership.”
   Shaheen says that when Piper came to 
Seaholm in 1999 he faced some adversity 
from the staff because of Seaholm’s move to 
block scheduling. 
   “When he first came here, he was put in a 
very difficult situation.” Shaheen said.  “We 
were moving from a regular six hour schedule 
to a block schedule.  And I think he was given 
a mandate from downtown to move Seaholm 
forward on it and in the first couple of years of 
the move the reception from here was pretty 
cold.”
    Harte says there was also some difficulty 
with the administration. 
   “We were going through a pretty big transi-
tion,” Harte said.  “Because there was a princi-
pal that had been here for a while and I think 
there was some animosity between the assis-
tant principal that wanted the job and who-

CONT. FROM PAGE 1
FIGHT CLUB

ever would get the job.”
   Piper admits this was his biggest obstacle as 
principal of Seaholm. 
   “The biggest challenge was moving from 
the block schedule to the trimester schedule,” 
Piper said. “Whenever you change the sched-
ule at a high school it’s a challenge, because 
change comes easy for some people and not 
quite as easy for others.  This is the first year 
where everyone in the school I know, knows 
nothing about block scheduling.” 
   “But he worked his way through that and 
I think now his in a pretty popular position.” 
Shaheen said. “I think people like him. His 
personality comes through easily.”
    Current seniors, juniors and sophomores 
won’t soon forget Piper’s Halloween 2009 
costume.
    “A year ago Mr. Piper, Mrs. Boyer, and my-
self dressed up as The T Pipes Superheroes.” 
Peterson said.  “In the bigger picture of things 
I think he really is the superhero of Seaholm 
and that’s one visual I’ll always have imprinted 
in my brain.”
    Harte’s favorite memory with Piper was a 
cabinet retreat a couple of years back.
    “As a Cabinet in the summertime we had a 
couple days off for in-service training.” Harte 
said. “And he adopted the old principal’s tra-
dition of taking us all to his house.  It was re-
ally fun, we did some team building things 
that were very much like what you do in 
the natural resources class that were hilarious 
when you had adults doing them.  That’s what 
I remember the most [about] Mr. Piper.”
    Now that he’s retiring, Piper’s going to focus 
on the community. He said he has a friend 
who works with the Ronald McDonald 
House and another connected to Habitat for 
Humanity.
    “I’m going to really look hard for a couple 
of community service activities.” Piper said. 
“One of the ones I’m really interested in is 
Gleaners.  I’ve never had to go bed hungry so 
I couldn’t imagine what that’s like, so I would 
like to give back by working for them.”
   Piper will also get a dog once he leaves.
  “I’m also going to get a dog, I haven’t had one 
since I was a boy,” Piper said. “I never had the 
time to deal with a dog with my schedule.”
     Still, before he leaves, Piper isn’t looking for 
a big send-off.
   “I don’t want a big fuss made about me,” 
Piper said. “I’m a regular person who was 
blessed with a great job.  It’s an important 
job, but I’m not looking to have any big fuss 
made over Terry Piper, I just want to move 
out slowly and quietly, and the next person 
can take over.”  

Boyer, Piper, and Peterson dressed 
as T Pipes superheroes on 
Halloween last year. Photo courtesy 
of 2010 Piper yearbook

club’s intentions are cruder than that of a competitive 
sport. He claims clubs like these can be a way to assert so-
cial dominance over another student, not unlike school-
yard bullying.
       “This is another technique of bullying, but they can 
do it within a group of kids, rather than doing it on an 
individual basis, and kids seem to somehow allow that 
to go on,” Schneider said. “This is also a way for them to 
stand out among their peers and a lot of kids think this 
is pretty terrific. They act in inappropriate ways but want 
to be looked upon in a very favorable way by their peers.”
     There may also be legal implications to the student’s 
actions that they may not be aware of. There have been 
numerous fight clubs sprouting up at high schools in the 
past decade, with death and serious injury as a result in 

California and Texas.
    Closer to home, Warren, Mich. officials enacted a city 
ordinance preventing the spread of fight clubs.  
    “Police in Warren, Mich. learned of a fight club called 
the South Warren Knockouts through MySpace a few 
months ago, and the city of 138,000 has since begun a 
push to ban such clubs,” Warren spokesman Joe Mun-
em told the Detroit Free Press in a Sept. 22, 2006 article. 
“Officials proposed to cite participants and to fine them 
between $100 and $1,000 because criminal prosecutions 
seemed less likely to fly.”
     The Memphis Commercial Appeal reported last year 
on the prosecution of members of a fight club at Col-
lierville High School. The students, who police identified 
through videos posted online, were reportedly arrested. 
One member who was charged with aggravated assault. 
The other 30 members identified had to appear in court 
and received citations, according to the report. 
     Seahom’s fight club also has an online presence. An 

invite-only Facebook group was created recently and 
the group already has more than 15 members.  There 
are multiple videos documenting fights within student’s 
homes and there had been no attempt to mask the identi-
ties of those involved in the altercations. The Highlander 
chose not to republish images or videos for its site.
     Michigan law states that disorderly conduct on school 
grounds is a misdemeanor and could result in up to 90 
days in jail. Should serious injury – or worse – occur as 
a result of the fight, those charges could be escalated to 
felonies – including aggravated assault or manslaughter. 
     For the college-bound upperclassmen who make up 
the majority of the club, such a charge could result in 
significant jail time or – at the very least – seriously harm 
their hopes of acceptance to the university of their choice.
     Birmingham Detective and BPS liaison officer Ron 
Halcrow said participating in such activities on school 
grounds could have severe consequences.

     “You’re looking at the very least a suspension, and at 
the most an expulsion, not taking into account the pos-
sible criminal charges that could follow,” Halcrow said. 
“However, we have not had any reports of this sort of 
thing taking place.”
    Seaholm Assistant Principal Deb Boyer also said she 
had no knowledge of the group.
    “No I hadn’t [heard of the group],” Boyer said. “It cer-
tainly wouldn’t be something we’d support coming onto 
campus.”
     However, sources - who wish to remain anonymous 
- acknowledge that there had been fights conducted on 
school grounds – including one last year, after school 
hours, in the wrestling room. 
     There have been no reports or acknowledgements of 
any fights this school year.  The weight room -  where 
members say a 2009 fight took place -- is now  supervised 
daily after school by former hall monitor Josh Young. 



HIGHLANDER

 Opinion
Friday, November 12, 2010 

the highlander 248.203.3803
www.seaholmhighlander.com4

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While 
school-sponsored, content and production 
is student directed and not subject to prior 
review. Our aim is to provide an accurate 
report and a free exchange of viewpoints in 
relation to interests and concerns that affect 
the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room 
G107, Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an 
editorial, which will not be bylined and will 
represent the viewpoint of the majority of the 
staff. Students are free to express opinions 
and guest editorials are welcomed. All such 
editorials and other features will be attributed 
to their authors.

Letters to the Editor: The Highlander 
welcomes all opposing viewpoints and 
encourages feedback from the Seaholm 
community. 

We request all letters be sent to: letters@
seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in 
person to room G107 or mailed to the 
following address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all 
letters for the sake of brevity. All letters must 
be attributed by name to be considered for 
publication. The final decision of whether the 

material is to be published will be left up to the 
editorial board.

Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may 
accept advertising. Acceptance or rejection of 
advertising is within purview of the publication 
staff, which may accept any ads except those 
for products or services that are illegal for all 
students. Ads for political candidates and 
ballot issues may be accepted; however the 
community is encouraged to solicit ads from 
all sides.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and 
the Highlander is committed to covering 
all issues objectively, without bias, with an 
acute attention to detail. Factual errors will 
be corrected for reader clarification in the 

following issue. If we have erred, please let us 
know.

EdITOR In CHIEF:
Emily Gordy

nEWS
News Editor: natalie Wright
Deputy News Editor: Kayla Murrish
Reporters: Marisa Xheka, Tiffany  Sawchuk, 
Harrison Watt, Andrew Weiss, Will Schmidt,  
Adam Banchiu, Austin Filbin, Peter 
Redebaugh, Taylor Stinson

LIFESTYLES:
Lifestyles Editor: Maddy Weinert

OPInIOn:
Opinion Editor: Jeff Butler

SPORTS
Sports Editor: Meghan dooley
Deputy Sports Editor: Braden Geraldo

PHOTO
Photo Editor: Sidney Krandall
Photographers: Clay Petry, Simon Schuster

dIRECTOR OF AdVERTISInG:  Austin Schea

dIRECTOR OF EMERGInG MEdIA: 
Jamie Hinz

COPY EdITOR: Sarah Levett

AdVISER: Ben Harwood

Proud member of MIPA: The Michigan 
Interscholastic Press Association

ERnEST W. SEAHOLM HIGHLAndER

“Make flashcards, be very orga-
nized, do any and all review sheets 
far enough  in advance that you 
have time to study the completed 
review sheet.  Also, be very rested.  
I also as tricks like to use Mne-
monics  or acronyms for things.”
- AP Psyc Teacher Rochelle Rogers

“Take all the tests you’ve taken so 
far and review those.  The second 
thing you want to do is look at    
vocabulary and key terms.  And 
then if you’ve gotten study guides 
for all of your tests take those out 
and actually write out the 
answers.”

- Social Studies Chair Barbara Harte

“You have to study through previ-
ous assessments, such as multiple 
choice, quizzes, and starred home-
work problems.  

- Physics Teacher doug Baltz

Highlander How To:

Studying 

for Finals
Feeling stressed out? We’ve talked to everyone 
from students to teachers to give you the best, 
most comprehensive guide to studying ever.

Top Five Study Locations
1. At Home
It might be a little lonely, but at least it’s 
relatively distraction-free.
2. Bloomfield Public Library
An abundance of computers and individual 
study rooms...what more do you need?
3. Baldwin Public Library
The giant adult section is the ideal place for a 
quiet study session.
4. Starbucks Coffee
Avoid falling asleep while cramming with 
coffee and a scone.

5. Carribou Coffee
It all the perks of Starbucks and is less 
crowded. 

How are you preparing for finals?
Student Perspective:

“I study for them all like a 
week in advance then the 
night before each of them I 
look overall all the stuff I’ve 
been doing.”

“I’m nervous because they 
can change my grade a lot.  
I would just broadly review 
everything from the whole 
trimester.”

“I’m nervous because we’ve 
never taken a test this big and 
its a new experience and new 
experiences are always nerve-
wracking.”

Senior Sean Kelly

Sophomore Sam Gomez

Freshman Kendall Hitch

Seaholm’s finest share 
their studying secrets

Teacher Tips

Are you happy with the election results?
“I’m disappointed that 
Rocky didn’t win because 
I worked on his campaign, 
but I’m glad Snyder won.” 

“Go Team Scheidt!“

“I don’t follow it. 
I have no idea.” 

“It doesn’t really affect me 
because I’m a freshman” 

-  Senior Kelly Stacy

- Junior Alyssa Cebulski

- Sophomore Thomas Constant

- Freshman John Steinmetz 

Man on the Street:All Star Weekend 
just a decent retread 
Braden Geraldo
deputy Sports Editor
BGeraldo@seaholmhighlander.com

   I’ve heard their songs, seen their 
look, and know their style.
   The California group Allstar 
Weekend has an alright sound even 
though it isn’t 
my preferred 
genre.  Don’t 
get me wrong: 
I don’t dislike 
their music, 
but you won’t 
find it on my 
iPod.
   “Come 
D o w n 
With Love” 
off of their 
first album, 
Suddenly Yours, 
is their most 
well known song and it is catchy but 
the Jonas Brothers have been singing 
about their teenage love affairs for 
years.  
   I would like to see them do 
something unique to give me a 
reason to listen to them.  I like seeing 
the diversity among the group but 
they should incorporate the unique 
faces into unique lyrics and a new 
sound.
   Allstar Weekend does use a little 
auto tone, which I kind of liked 
for their style.  They do have the 
Disney Channel sound, but with a 
little more edge as if they were mad 
at Walt for rejecting them from 
Disney’s Next Big Thing contest and 
they wanted to show him they are 
the real deal.  
   If you like Blink-182 then I would 
recommend at least giving them 
a try. If you like their music then 

keep in mind that the band will 
be performing at the Eagle Theater 
in Pontiac on Saturday, November 
13th. 
   You can’t call Allstar Weekend a 
boy band because their sound isn’t 
that style and they are actually 
pretty talented musicians. 

   I would have to say that 
if they keep at it they have 
a chance to be a decent 
band down the road.  Their 
sound is nice, although not 
unique, they have time to 
put their spin on the pop-
rock genre. 
   The guys from Allstar 
Weekend are definitely 
willing to put in the work 
to make it big.  After each 

of their shows they stick 
around for as long as they 
have to in order to meet all 
their fans. 

   The bad boy helps all bands get 
into the news but maybe the lack 
of a bad boy will help them with 
their struggle for a unique look.  
Personally, I think a bad boy makes 
the band more relevant and gives 
a wider range of fans a person to 
relate to.
   It was not hard to listen to, but I 
would rather not listen to anything 
during a car ride than listen to 
them.  
   I think that they have a big shot 
at being a one hit wonder down the 
road.  
   The biggest factor will be their 
look.  It will either end their career 
before it ever starts or bring them to 
the top of their genre.  Overall I feel 
like they will be a one hit wonder 
and enjoy their 15 minutes of fame.
   I give them 2.5 stars out of 4, and 
recommend you give them a shot.

   Fair Game shines a “fair” light 
back to one of the most interesting 
upsets of the Bush administration. 
   Director Doug Liman (The 
Bourne Identity) brings America 
an accurate depiction of the Bush 
administration’s outing of CIA 
Operations Officer, Valerie Plame.
   Academy Award nominee Naomi 
Watts (King Kong) delivers an 
impressive interpretation of CIA 
agent Valerie Plame. Plame’s 
husband, Senator Joe Wilson, is 
played by two-time Academy Award 
Winner, Sean Penn (Mystic River).
   The storyline of the film does not 
venture from the actuality of the 
events between Senator Wilson, the 

Bush Administration and Valerie 
Plame.
   The film reflects the 
typical family life of 
Wilson and Plame. In 
the couples’ seemingly 
normal life, no one 
besides Plame, Wilson 
and Plame’s parents are 
aware of Plame’s CIA 
involvement. 
   Outside their ordinary 
looking family life, 
the jobs of the couple took them 
anywhere from meetings with D.C. 
officials to deserts in Iraq.
   A scene that lays a foundation 
for the scandals in the film started 
with a meeting between Wilson, 
Plame, a member of the Bush 
administration and several other 

CIA representatives. The White 
House official preaches 
of issues concerning 
aluminum pipes that 
were suspected to be 
purchased by Iraq and 
being used as “centrifuges 
for nuclear enrichments” 
or weapons of mass 
destruction.
   After hearing these 
claims people started 
questioning the evidence 

that can be shown to account for 
their accusations. None of the 
evidence that the White House 
representative had was enough to 
convince Wilson or Plame. Wilson 
explained that tests were run on the 
pipes and the walls were not the 
proper measurements for any type 

of nuclear weapons to be made.
   Despite the CIA’s effort to shut 
down the accusations, the Bush 
administration used what they 
found and fed it to the audience in a 
very manipulative fashion. 
   Scenes show the destruction of the 
family as they’re being confronted by 
media and friends on a daily basis. 
   The premise of Fair Game 
was not only to tell the story of 
the “Plamegate” incident using 
a star-studded cast, accurately 
depicting every aspect of the story, 
but to put a final label on the 
Bush administration’s scandals, 
fabrications, and major upsets.
   The film is a must see, and is rated 
pg-13 for some language and has 
a running time of 1 hour and 48 
minutes.

Fair Game worth a fair chance from viewers
Austin Filbin
Staff Writer
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

Highlander Editorial issue of this recent event, and make 
an example of the offenders if they 
are ever caught.
   If nothing is done about this, stu-
dents will not see why this is such a 
pressing issue.
   Last month, at Albion College, a 
similar event happened.
   During Gay-Pride week, students 
burnt a gay pride flag.
   The administration, according 
to published reports, identified the 
offenders, but chose not to punish 
them.
   This isn’t an issue of freedom of 
speech, but an issue of intimida-
tion.
   Students at Albion and here were 
not simply voicing their opinions, 
they were committing acts of hate.
   Seaholm’s administration is be-
hind equality, and they also support 
the GSA.
   We’d like to see the administra-
tion give the GSA poster issue the 
attention it deserves. They must 
make it apparent to the students 
that not only vandalizing the GSA 
signs, but intimidation and hate are 
wrong.

   Last week the Gay Straight Alli-
ance (GSA) put up signs announc-
ing when they will begin their 
meetings. Those signs didn’t not 
stay up for long.
   Some time shortly after that, stu-
dents not affiliated with the group 
ripped down many of the signs and 
wrote the same reoccurring message 
on them.
   “F*** the gays.”
   This might be one of the lowest 
acts in recent Seaholm history. 
   Not only is it disrespectful, but it 
promotes hate. 
   Seaholm supports a group like 
the GSA so students can get 
together and promote unity, and 
understanding.
   Obviously, ignorant students 
didn’t get the message.
   The students who vandalized 
these signs should be ashamed. 
Equally culpable are the silent 
observers who, for whatever reason, 
choose not to voice their objection. 
The administration should make 

Administration must 
make vandalism of 
GSA signs an issue
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Lifestyles

   Fifteen year old John Smith* knew that 
hitting the button on his cell phone could 
lead anywhere from public humiliation to 
criminal charges. He clicked “send” anyways.
When Smith was just 15 years old, he sent 
a nude photograph of himself to a girl who 
was 19 years old. 
   Sending or receiving nude photographs, 
or “sexting”, is a trend that has increased 
in recent years due to the sophistication of 
technology. 
   “I would think that anybody with access 
to a lap top or a desktop computer or their 
own cell phones is open to the risk,” School 
Liaison Officer Ron Halcrow said. “I don’t 
have [the] statistics to back this up [though].” 
   According to the Indiana Youth Institute, 
on average about one in five teens has sent or 
received a nude or sexually suggestive image.
Depending on the situation, people either 
send the photographs without any prior 
prompting from others or they send them 
after being pressured to do so by another 
individual. 
   “Sometimes I asked [for the photographs],” 
Smith said. “Sometimes they just sent them.”
Assistant principal Debra Boyer is concerned 
about students not knowing what they 
are getting into by sending or receiving 
inappropriate photographs. 
   “It’s not school consequences that you need 
to be worried about,” Boyer said. “What you 
really need to be worried about are the legal 
consequences. Sending pictures of underage 
students, even yourself, to somebody else is 

Maddy Weinert
Lifestyles Editor
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

A Costly Message

illegal.”
   If a student is under 17 years of age and 
sends a nude photograph of themselves or 
others, it is considered child pornography.                  
“It depends on each circumstance,” Halcrow 
said. “It could be dual prosecution if the 
child is under 17, or if the person is 17 or 
older it could involve some kind of adult 
prosecution.”
   Even people who are constantly in the 
public eye are not immune to the appeal of 

sending photographs of themselves. In fact, 
the Minnesota Vikings’ quarterback Brett 
Farve allegedly sent nude photographs in 
2008. Jennifer Sterger, the current television 
host for the New York Jets, claims to have 
received several photographs and voicemails 
from Farve when he played for the New 
York Jets. This is just one public instance of 
someone sending unwanted photographs to 
others. 
   Lily Jones*, a Seaholm freshman, also 

Sending nude or sexually suggestive pictures of someone under 17 can result in child pornography charges.     Photo by Sidney Krandall

No Small Feet

   Walking along a dusty road into a village 
of Ghana, Africa, senior Emily Smith’s 
biggest concerns were the hundreds of bare 
feet around her.
   Smith had traveled to Ghana in 2008 
with  a church youth effort that raised 23 
million pennies, one for every person with 
HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa.
   “I thought it was very strange how the 
people don’t wear shoes in Ghana,” Smith 
said. With raw sewage in village streets, “it’s 
not sanitary at all.” 
   So Smith and senior Madison Weinert, 
co-director of Seaholm’s Volunteer Africa, 
resolved to take action. With the help of 
fellow Seaholm students from Volunteer 
Africa and the Penny Connection, Weinert 
and Smith are designing “Walk a Mile 
in My Shoes.” Since each pair of sandals 
costs $2 in Ghana, the team is asking 
for $2 donations from the Birmingham 
community.
   For orphans and children suffering from 
the effects of HIV/AIDS in Ghana, shoes 
mean more than just protection from 
disease. Sally Meese, missions coordinator 
for Birmingham First United Methodist 
Church and adviser for the upcoming 
student trip to Ghana, explained that 
giving Ghanaians shoes is giving them an 
education.
   “Children cannot go to school unless 
they have shoes,” Meese said. “And all we’re 
talking about is flip-flops.”

Kayla Murrish
Deputy News Editor
Kmurrish@seaholmhighlander.com

   Joining Smith and Weinert in their efforts    
are Seaholm seniors Natalie Wright and 
co-director Nicole Sarvis from Volunteer 
Africa, a Birmingham student-run non-
profit organization. 
   “[Smith] was really enthusiastic about 
it and she asked us if we’d be willing to 
team up with her on this,” Sarvis said. “We 
thought it was a great idea to kick off this 
year.”
   Seaholm graduates Ben Eveslage and 
Jessica Forzano created Volunteer Africa 
in 2008 after they spent two months 
in Ghana, building both a library and 
relationships with the villagers. Since then 
Birmingham students have raised funds 
through bottle drives, car washes, Varsity 
volleyball games, the 2009 Poetry Slam, 
and Seaholm’s annual volleyball tournament 
Volliday. 
   The group donated proceeds to the “I’m 
Hungry” project, a lunch program they 
designed at the Nkwantakese Primary 
School.
   “At the time, the school was believed 
to be closing,” Eveslage said. “From 
the headmasters’ remarks, it was very 
evident that because of our donations, the 
school was able to successfully regain the 
population it needed to stay afloat.” 
   Eveslage cited this achievement as one of 
Volunteer Africa’s bigger contributions to 
the Ghanaian people.
   Another successful effort was the 
“Imagine” art project. 
   “We would have art students [at Seaholm] 
draw from photographs of the children in 

Senior Emily Smith and Seaholm graduate  Mallory Hinz pose with friends from Ghana. 
Photo courtesy of Emily Smith.

Nkwantakese,” Eveslage said. 
   Sarvis described the positive impact of the 
Imagine project. 
   “People over there can’t afford cameras,” 
Sarvis said. “So they don’t have pictures 
of themselves. They really love [these art 
projects] -- they’re grateful for them.”
   This year Volunteer Africa has a new 
focus, joining the Penny Connection to raise 
money for shoes. Seaholm students from 
the group will head to Ghana next August, 
buying and distributing shoes to villagers 
and orphans. 
   While Volunteer Africa is based at 
Seaholm, Smith’s group began with a 
church youth effort known as the Penny 
Project. Led by Smith and Seaholm graduate 
Mallory Hinz, students raised 23 million 
pennies, one for every person infected with 
HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa. 
   The Penny Project, now called the Penny 
Connection, has donated to a youth center 
and sewing cooperative business in Zambia, 
the King Jesus orphanage in Ghana, 
the HIV clinic at Africa University in 
Zimbabwe, a rural Methodist hospital, and a 
women’s HIV support group. 
   “We helped set up a micro lending bank 
in Ghana,” Meese said, “in order to make 
small business loans to entrepreneurs.”
   This December, Meese and Smith will 
lead a group of students from Seaholm, 
Cranbrook, Notre Dame Prep and 
International Academy to Ghana, where 
they will buy and distribute shoes for 
orphans and villagers. 
   “We would like to invest in their economy 
as much as we can,” Smith said as she 
explained their plans to buy shoes from 
Ghanaian businesses. 
   The relationships Smith has forged in 
Ghana inspire her to continue doing work 
there through Walk a Mile in My Shoes. 
   “Some of my best friends are in Africa 
right now, and they’re orphans,” Smith 
said.”They have no money. They might not 
have eaten today.”  
   Smith has learned valuable skills through 
her charitable work. 
    “I’ve learned a ton about organization,” 
Smith said. “And persevering through 
anything.”
   Sarvis described her motivation for her 
volunteer work in Walk a Mile in My Shoes.
    “Being born and raised in Birmingham, 
I was given so many opportunities,” Sarvis 
said. “Because of that, I should give to 
other kids who weren’t given the same 
opportunities.” 
   Seaholm principal Terry Piper underscored 
the local impact of Walk a Mile in My 
Shoes.
   “It helps our students realize how fortunate 
we are,” Piper said. “We get involved in our 
own activities, and we forget there are people 
who can’t even afford a pair of shoes.” 
   Those interested in donating or getting 
involved with Walk a Mile in My Shoes can 
join the Volunteer Africa Facebook group 
or contact Madison Weinert at mjweinert@
hotmail.com. 

received an unwanted nude photograph of 
another unidentified Seaholm male. Had she 
known the consequences before she received 
the photographs, she says she would have 
reacted differently. 
   “I probably would have gone to the 
school because it happened at a football 
game here,” Jones said. “I probably 
would have told the office or something.” 
   If Jones had gone to the school and turned 
the sender in, then the school is required to 

turn to the police.
   “We would have to call the police if we 
became aware of students sending pictures 
of themselves or other students,” Boyer said. 
   According to the Schwartz Law Firm 
website in Farmington Hill, Michigan, 
people convicted of a “sex crime” can face 
jail time and are required to be registered on 
the sex offenders list. 
   Another danger of sending out photographs 
of yourself is the risk that others will also 
receive them, even if they were not meant to.
   “[I showed others the photos] when [the 
senders] were mean to me,” Smith said.
   Forwarding the photographs is not only 
immoral, but it can also effect the subject of 
the photographs in ways that others may not 
understand.
   “It could be very bad,” local Birmingham 
psychologist Lynn Halper Rosen said. “It’s 
very embarrassing and humiliating and you 
can’t really get away from it. It weakens their 
trust with other people.”
   Smith, however, is not concerned about the 
photographs that he sent out being viewed 
by others.
   “No, I’m very confident with who I am,” 
he said.
   Boyer, Halcrow, and Rosen all agree that 
one  way to prevent “sexting” is to make sure 
that parents and the school are involved in 
the students’ lives.
   “It really boils down to the upbringing, the 
parenting, and the attention that the parents 
give to their kids,” Halcrow said. “Parents 
[need to] stay on top of what their kids 
are doing. It boils down to the amount of 
parental involvement and supervision.”
   Rosen, however, put more emphasis on the 
school’s position in the matter.
   “Clearly there should be some discussion 
about it at school or amongst kids,” she said.  
“[They should talk about] what the point is 
or why [kids] would want to send them and 
why they wouldn’t. What they get out of it, 
what could happen from sending it.”

   The Flex program took drastic action 
last week. After students left food, water 
bottles, paper and pencils all over the 
auditorium for weeks, the teachers were 
finally fed up.
   “What we’re trying to do is instill in the 
students that when we use the auditorium 
we should clean up after ourselves,” Flex 
teacher Dawn Whitehead said. “When 
we are leaving [the auditorium], some 
students are leaving garbage, pencils, 
trash paper, fringe of their paper, etc. A 
couple of days ago [we told students] to 
pick up what was left, and [we] used it as 
a demonstration to try to tell them to be 
respectful of our environment.”
   The display made it clear that the 
students were leaving a mess in the 
auditorium. 
   “When I did that clean up, it was one 
of the worst situations [we had seen],” 
Whitehead said. “Having that as a visual 
to show the kids made a big difference.”
   President of the Green Club Olivia 
Potoczak says that teachers like Mrs. 
Whitehead are key to helping kids pro-
mote echo friendliness.
   “Teachers can definitely help solve this 
problem.” Potoczak said. “For example, 
if a kid finishes his pop bottle in class, let 
them leave class to put it in the recycling 
bin. “
   Whitehead believes it is the students’ 
responsibility to take care of their own 
mess.
   “I tell [students] all the time, we have 
to clean up after ourselves,” Whitehead 
said.  “We aren’t going to be disrespectful 
of the custodians. Just because someone 
is so called paid to clean up doesn’t mean 
we make it as bad as it can possibly be.  
Students need to think and have some 
empathy for their job.”
   The new recycling bottle bins in the 
hallways have given students an outlet to 
dispose of their cans and bottles.

Trash can be found in a number of Seaholm’s hallways.    Photo by Tiffany Sawchuck

   “We got [the bottle recycling bins] in 
the cafeteria last year, and we got the 
bottle recycling bins in the hallways this 
year.” Potoczak said. “I think they have 
been really helpful. A lot of people have 
been using them, but of course there are 
kids that aren’t. Overall, I’ve gotten posi-
tive feedback from the project.”
   Community service coordinator Cheryl 
Shettle agrees that the bottle bins are a 
triumph, but wishes that students would 
use them everywhere in the school.
   “The bottle and can recycling bins have 
been getting really successful,” Cheryl 
Shettel said. “Lots of students are using 
them. We could use more participation in 
the cafeteria though, to get the students 
that are actually eating lunch there to put 
their bottle in the bins and not in the 
trash.”  
   The recycling bins in the classrooms, 
however, are being used more this year 
than ever before.
   “We’ve only had one pickup date so 
far,” Shettle said, “And there were only 
about three or four classrooms that had 
a mix of bottles, cans, and paper.  So this 
year is the first year that most students 
and teachers are doing their part.”
   Seaholm custodian Alton Diamond says 
that the recycling bins are a hit.
   “Kids are really using the recycling 
bins,” Diamond said.  “We used to 
change them two to three times a week, 
and we’ve has to increase that to almost 
every day.”
   Another aspect of the trash problem 
is the student parking lot.  Senior Gaby 
Christ says that students are being care-
less.
   “The parking lot is gross.” Christ 
said. “There’s even broken glass on the 
ground that could get in my tire. I’ve 
seen students leave cups on other people’s 
cars.  There are always fast food containers 
everywhere. The overflowing trash cans 
are gross. I’ve seen people accidentally run 
over food thrown on the ground and it 
splatters everywhere. It’s disgusting.”

Students aim to reduce trash

How one text 
can result in 
criminal charges

Student-run charity raises money 
to give Ghanian children shoes

Marisa Xheka
Staff Writer
MXheka@seaholmhighlander.com
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Helping a teammate in need

The 1996 Birmingham Rangers 
gather October 31,2010 after collect-
ing money to support the 
Balancio family. Photo courtesy of 
Michelle Balancio.
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   The average hockey-playing teen doesn’t usually become 
an inspiration to hundreds of people because of his 
strength and courage. 
    14 year-old Grant Balancio, isn’t your usual teen.
    Balancio was diagnosed with Stage IV Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma on August 14, 
changing his life forever. 
Intense radiation and 
chemotherapy have kept 
Grant off the ice. 
    And, as his mother said, 
life in the bleachers hasn’t 
been easy.
    “That’s the only thing 
that he really wants to do,” 
Grant’s mother, Michelle 
Balancio, said. “We go to 
the practices and games 
when he’s well enough to 
go.”
    “I go to every game,” said 
Grant, who hopes to return 
to the ice next month. “I see my team on the bench but 
it’s hard to watch because I really want to be out there. It’s 
something that I love to do.” 
    Still, just being around the game has helped with 
Balancio’s treatment.
    “He sits on the bench and I think that helps him get 
through his treatments knowing that he’s going to return 
to the ice,” Michelle said. 
     Balancio, a center, has been playing hockey since he 

was five years old. He tried out for the 1996 Birmingham 
Rangers last spring and has been playing with them since 
then. 
    “He’s an inspiration to everybody,” Rangers’ assistant 
coach Bruce Hulscher said. “He’s positive and is focusing 
on getting better and being a part of the team.”
     In honor of Grant and his perseverance, the ‘96 Rangers 
have decided to hold a skate-a-thon at the Birmingham 
Ice Arena. Though there is no set amount of money that 
the team is hoping to raise, Hulscher and Cris Braun, 
who is a Seaholm mother and the auction coordinator 
for the skate-a-thon, are hoping to raise enough money 
to help the Balancios offset their medical bills. 
   The skate-a-thon will be held on Saturday, November 
20, from 3 - 6 p.m. It will include three hours of ice time, 
a wide array of games and a silent auction. 
    Braun is excited about the silent auction.
     “We’ve got some really great auction items,” Braun 
said. “A lot of them are sports related -- like Red Wing 
and Lion tickets, jerseys, footballs, hockey sticks, and 
things like that.”
    Members of the ’96 Rangers are also looking forward 
to the event.
   “I think the Rangers’ 
parents did a great job 
coming up with the 
skate-a-thon idea,” West 
Bloomfield High School 
freshman Evan Root said. 
“It is a great way to raise 
money for Grant and will 
be a very fun day.”
    In addition to hosting the skate-a-thon, the 1996 
Rangers are supporting Grant in other ways as well. 
Team members have been going door to door in their 
neighborhoods asking for donations to help support the 
Balancio family. 

   “The team came over on Halloween and 
instead of trick-or-treating for candy, they trick-
or-treated for Grant,” Braun said. “They wore 
their jerseys and went out as a team and they 
collected almost $800 in just a couple of hours. 
They’re trying to do anything that they can to 
help.”
   The Balancio family is grateful for all of the 
support that they have received not only from 
the ‘96 Rangers but also from people all over the 
country. 
    “Everybody has been absolutely amazing,” 
Michelle Balancio said. “It’s been great. He’s 
played hockey for so long that people that we 
met early on have rallied around him. The 
support from the hockey community has been 
overwhelming.”

    Balancio thanked teammates for all of their support. 
    “I am really grateful for such a great team,” Grant said. 
“It’s like a family.”
   Though Grant is currently being homeschooled, 
Michelle hopes to enroll him in Seaholm in the near 
future.
“I really want him to go to Seaholm,” she said.
    For more information on Grant, the skate-a-thon, or 
how to help the Balancio family, visit www.supportgrant.
com

Maddy Weinert
Lifestyles Editor
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

Grant Balancio prepares to support his hockey team 
even though he cannot play. Photo courtesty of Michelle 
Balancio.

Charity Skate-a-thon:
DATE: Nov. 20
TIME: 3-6 p.m.
COST: $10     n                                                                                                                                     

www.supportgrant.com

A 14 year-old boy diagnosed 
with cancer manages to remain 
an active member of his 
hockey team despite his illness.
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      Kendall Weinert didn’t know she would become a top 
five performer on the varsity cross country team.
      In fact, Weinert had no idea she possessed any running 
talent. 
   But last spring, gym teacher and cross country coach 
Jeff Devantier convinced Weinert to try out for the team, 
during her time in his personal fitness class. 
   “Well of course, we do a lot of running in physical 
education, and personal fitness class and she was probably 
the best runner in that class,” Devantier said. 
   Still, when the idea of running cross country was  first 
brought to Weinert’s attention, she wasn’t  instantly 
interested in the participating in the sport. 
   “I never thought that I would enjoy running,” Weinert 
said.  “But I had talked to a few of my friends who had 
been on the team and they told me how much fun they 
had on the 2009 team so I finally made up my mind and 
decided to try it out.”
   With this, Devantier thought she did an excellent job 
this season as a first year runner. 
   Junior teammate Sarah Feiten agreed. 
   “Kendall’s really motivated, and she works really hard 
during practice,” Feiten said. “And during meets she’s 
really fired up, and ready to go.”
   At the beginning of the season, Feiten was unsure of 
Weinert’s abilities due to the fact that she was a first year 
runner. 
    “But once she started to run she got into it,” Feiten said, 
“and has done really well.”
Feiten said that many of her teammates were extremely 
shocked when they first witnessed Weinert run. 
   “[Weinert] really had no real sense of how fast she was,” 

Feiten said. 
   Sophomore teammate 
Aubrey Wilberding was 
pleasantly surprised as 
well.
   “I knew she was 
athletic, but I didn’t 
know she was that much 
of a runner,” Wilberding 
said. “I was surprised and 
very happy. We needed 
her on our team.”
   As the season 
progressed, Weinert 
began to keep pace with 
the faster runners, or 
surpass them altogether 
during her run. 
   “At every meet she 
would just get faster, and 
faster,” Feiten said. 
As for quickly adjusting 
to the world of cross country, Devantier didn’t see an issue 
with that at all. 
   Devantier said Weinert was a top performer from start. 
   “I think she had a desire to be one of the best runners 
on the team, and I think that helped her a lot,” Devantier 
said. “ I mean, she wanted to be a big part of the team.”
   And a big part of the team Weinert became as she was 
one of only three teammates to make the state cut.
   In addition to Weinert, Aubrey, and Tess Wilberding 
made the state cut as well. 
  The girls traveled up to Michigan International 
Speedway in Brooklyn, Michigan to compete in the state 
meet. 

Meghan Dooley
Sports Editor
Mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com

Weinert share smiles with teammates Tess and Aubrey 
Wilberding before the big race. Photo by: Maddy 
Weinert

Rookie Among Three Runners in State’s Top 140
   Weinert finished with a time 
of 19:51, which bested her own 
personal goal and placed her 
140th in the state. 
   “My final time was 19 minutes 
and 51 seconds, accomplishing 
my goal for the season which 
was breaking 20 minutes,” 
Weinert said. 
   Tess Wilberding finished 17th 
in the state (18:10) and Aubrey 
Wilberding finished 34 (18:44).  
   Though, making States 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without the assistance of 
Devantier. 
   Devantier had Weinert start 
out with easy workouts, and 
work up to doing long runs to 
increase her endurance. He also 
had Weinert work on interval 
workouts for end sprints in the 

races. 
   “Jeff also had me do some work in the weight room 
with the machines mainly focusing on upper body,” 
Weinert said. 
   The future plans for Weinert are solid in stone, she will 
definitely be participating in cross country next year.
   “I have gained discipline, endurance, determination 
and to always push for what I know I can accomplish,” 
Weinert said.
   And according to Wilberding, Devantier, and Feiten, 
Weinert did just that. 
   “She’s shown a lot, and she’s just  helped the team 
tremendously,” Feiten said. 

    Seaholm could be forced to compete without star 
swimmer Natalie Pearce and with a less-than-healthy Sam 
Arnold at next weekend’s state meet at Eastern Michigan.  
    Arnold is ailing with a back injury and Pearce is nursing 
a separated shoulder, keeping both out of the water for the 
last several weeks.
    Pearce will not swim in the State championship meet, 
Nov. 19-20.
    “I wish it was different but I’ve been out for too long and 
it hasn’t felt any better,” said Pearce. “The MRI results came 
back and [my shoulder] is still out of commission.”
   “She is out for the state meet, and it is definitely a hurtful 
blow,” Seaholm swimming coach Karl Hodgson said.
   Arnold, who practiced this week, hopes to recover in time 
to swim in the State meet. 
   “Sam really wants to [Swim] but I don’t know if she has it 
in her to come back and swim this big of a meet, let alone 
get back in shape in time to compete at 100%,” junior 
swimmer Charlotte Yaw said.
   “I’ve been feeling good enough to get in and work out 
since about two weeks ago,” said Arnold, who finished 8th 
statewide in the 50m freestyle last year. “It still hurts but I’m 
pretty sure I’ll be ready to go for the state meet”.
    Arnold has been out of the pool for four weeks, and has 
a week to get back into shape to make an impact in high 
stress events like the 50m and 100m freestyle, along with the 
200m and 400m freestyle relays. 
    Through all of this turmoil, the team hasn’t hit the panic 
button. 
     “We still like our chances, ” said Hodgson, whose team 
finished 3rd at States last season.  “We still have 15 swimmers 
competing for the championship which is a solid number, 
with at least one and as many as three divers.”  

Swimmers enter States 
hurt, but with high hopes

   Despite a rowdy crowd of students 
supporting them, the girls varsity 
volleyball team lost in four games to 
the Marian Mustangs in last Friday’s 
district final at Groves High School.
   Early on, the teams appeared 
evenly matched.
   The Maples and Mustangs went 
back and forth in the first two games 
(25-20 Marian, 25-22 Seaholm) 
with both of them being decided by 
less than five points.
    But that’s when it appeared the 
Maples ran out of gas for the third 
and fourth games, as the Mustangs 
were easily able to handle the 
Maples. 
    But Marian’s depth and talent 
allowed them to pull away (25-13, 
25-12), giving them the win.
    The loss was a tough way to end an 
otherwise remarkable 38-17 season,
    “We had a really great season,” 

Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
Hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

Marian Ends Volleyball Season in District Finals 
junior outside hitter 
Annie Sevec said. “And 
it was unfortunate that 
it had to end the way 
it did, to Marian. But 
it just gives us more 
motivation to come back 
even stronger next year. 
It was a good game, and 
everyone did some great 
things, but in the end I 
guess it was just not our 
night.”
 The Maples had defeated 
the perennial powerhouse 
and defending state 
champion Mustangs the 
previous weekend and 
were hoping to defeat Marian in the 
District Championship for the first 
time in 10 years.
    Freshman coach Stephanie 
Springer was a member of that 
2000 Seaholm volleyball team that 
defeated Marian in the district 
championship, and she helped 

motivate the girls throughout the 
week.
    “She made a sign with pictures 
from when they beat [Marian] and 
the newspaper article,” Head Coach 
Heather Lippert said. “It was very 
motivational and inspiring.”
     It was clear to anyone at this game 
that the Seaholm students knew 

the significance of 
this game. More 
than 200 students 
showed up to cheer 
on the girls and 
raised the intensity 
level in the gym.
  “The Student 
section was 
amazing!” Lippert 
said. “I could 
not believe how 
many people were 
there. They were 
so energetic. Even 
when we were 
down they were still 
cheering us on.”

 The Maples and Mustangs 
continually meet in the district final 
year after year, and with 11 of the 
14 players returning to next years 
Maples squad, the teams are most 
likely poised to meet again. 
 Junior middle-hitter Paige 
Neuenfeldt, who verbally 

committed to play college volleyball 
for the University of North Carolina 
earlier this fall, will return to the 
team next year as a four-year varsity 
player and anticipates a special 
season.
    “Next season we are only losing 
our center position and middle-
hitter,” Neuenfeldt said. “We have 
people that are ready to fill those 
spots so we have the core of our 
group coming back, but Marian 
is going to be missing some pretty 
important people. So next year 
should be another really good 
chance at beating them.”
 Lippert also emphasized the 
abundance of girls returning to the 
team next year, and already has their 
goals set high.
    “We plan to Contend for the 
first place position in the OAA and 
contend for a district title again,” 
Lippert said.
    In the week leading up to the final 

against Marian the Maples took care 
of business pretty easily, defeating 
both of their opponents in straight 
sets.
    In the first round they took on 
Royal Oak and defeated the Ravens 
25-9, 25-14, 25-17. Junior Paige 
Neuenfeldt led the team with 13 
kills.
    In the second round of districts the 
Maples defeated rival Birmingham 
Groves 25-13, 25-20, 25-12. Senior 
Alex Gothard led the team with 28 
assists in this game.
    

Volleyball team celebrates with one another after their victory 
over Groves on Nov. 3. Photo By: Macey Krandall 
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Junior Sara Olivova spikes during 
the match against Groves. Photo 
by: Macey Krandall 

You Meet the 
Most Interesting People 

when you SMILE.

WATERFORD OFFICE
4152 Sashabaw Road,Waterford, MI 48329

248.673.0505

FRANKLIN OFFICE
32767 Franklin Road, Franklin, MI 48025

248.626.4232

FAMILY, PREVENTIVE & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.wzdds.com

David A.Wright, D.D.S. • Donald J. Zelazny, D.D.S.



HIGHLANDER

SPORTS
Friday, November 12, 2010

the highlander 248.203.3803
www.seaholmhighlander.com8

   After six seasons and a career record of 25-31 as head coach for the 
varsity football team, Chris Fahr resigned on Thursday afternoon.
   “It was my decision,” Fahr said. “I got no pressure from anybody. Our 
booster club was amazing. [Seaholm Athletic Director] Aaron Frank put 
no pressure on me what so ever and neither did [Seaholm Principal] 
Terry Piper. They were all wonderful.”
   Frank released a letter Thursday night (a copy of the letter can viewed 
here) on the Seaholm football website, explaining the move.
   “As you may know, this afternoon coach Fahr met with our 2010 
varsity team to share with them his plans for next year,” Frank said in 
his letter. “After a decade of passionate service to hundreds of Seaholm 
students, Coach Fahr has decided to step down and pursue what I 
believe will be some very exciting options for Chris and his family.”
   Fahr, who finished his final season at Seaholm with a record of 4-5, 
may look into a future of coaching college football.
   “I’ve always had a dream to coach college football,” Fahr said. “I have 
a close friend that coaches college football. That’s where my dream has 
been and that will be my pursuit.”
   Along with the personal motivation of coaching higher level football, 
Fahr had plenty of personal reasons to accompany his decision. 
   “It’s just time,” Fahr said. “For me personally, it’s best for my family, 
financially it’s best for my family. It’s just time, I’ve been here since 2001 
and I have enjoyed my time, I’ve enjoyed every second.”
   Many of the players had close relationships with Fahr and were sad to 
see him leave.
   “I’m pretty sad about [Fahr leaving], he’s kind of like a father to me,” 
junior linebacker and kicker Sterling Johnson said. “He was also a role 
model type coach. Although I’m sad, I hope he goes on to bigger and 
better things.”
   “It’s probably in best interest for the team, but I like Coach Fahr as a 
coach,” junior wide receiver Scott Anderson said. “It’s going to be hard 
to lose him because he’s a very good mentor and a great person.”
   The decision seemed to be a hard one for Fahr. He started to choke up 
as he struggled to talk about the players he was leaving behind and the 
job that has now become memories.
   “That’s the hardest part,” Fahr said. “They’re a great group of kids and 
I love them very much and I’m going to miss them.”
   Fahr’s last season was one of high expectations.
   The 2010 Maples had 23 returning players, including Shawn Conway 
(verbally committed to U of M), along with handful of new players 
who were prepared to contribute. Along with having talent, the Maples 
moved down a division to the OAA blue. 
   “Our expectations were to be more successful in league play,” junior 
quarterback John Glazier said. “And to make the playoffs.”
   High expectations weren’t just coming from inside the program, but 
outside as well. The Oakland Press recognized Seaholm as one of the 
favorites to win their new division.
   The team started off the season on a tear and looked like a team to 
be reckoned with in not only the OAA, but to everyone in Oakland 
County. After three weeks they stood at 3-0 with wins over North 
Farmington, Andover and Lahser.
   “I was feeling excited after starting 3-0,” senior center Charlie Doherty 
said. “But I knew we needed to improve.” 
   In the next week the team faced off in what was perceived as a 
powerhouse matchup with 3-0 Detroit Country Day. The Maples 
played well throughout, holding a 21-14 lead at halftime, before falling 
just short 28-21. 
   That’s when the season took an unexpected turn for the worst. The 
maples fell in 4 consecutive weeks, including a 52-24 thumping from 
Avondale on homecoming, a rough road loss at Hazel park (30-10), 
a 48-21 beat down from undefeated Berkley and close call at home 
against Ferndale 28-21.
   The rough patch diminished any hopes of the playoffs for Maples 

along with ensuring a third-straight 
losing season. The last time a Maples 
squad had three straight losing seasons 
was from 1971-74.
   Although the team had a five game 
losing streak and their record was two 
games under .500, Fahr said the players 
kept working hard on the field.
   “Nobody ever gave up, this football team 
was amazing. It’s not like we were losing, 
we knew we were going to be a good 
football team once everyone was healthy, 
but we were just not healthy,” Fahr said. 
“That’s why I think everyone came out 
and kept practicing hard, because they 
knew we weren’t losing because we didn’t 
have a good team, we were losing because 
we were going through some injuries and 
adversity, so the kids never stop trying or 
giving effort all year long, that’s why it 
was such a blessing to coach them.”
   As Fahr said, injuries did seem to play 
a major factor on the season. Senior 
running back Greg Joseph went down 

early in the year, as well as junior running back Chris Barr. Those 
injuries made senior Kevin Wilberding get more carries in the back 
field, creating a hole at wide receiver. Juniors J.D. Hess and Scott 
Anderson filled those holes, but it was not the same as having plenty of 
depth at that position. 
   Other notable injuries were senior Kevin Covey whose injury cost 
him the season and Doherty and Conway were battling nagging injuries 
throughout the year. The adversity aspect came from junior Dan Gibbs 
getting a one game suspension for a couple of personal foul penalties in 
the Lahser game. 
   “The thing about football, injuries are a huge part of it, you have to be 
cautious about getting too excited about anything, it’s a violent game,” 
Fahr said.
   All of the injuries and setbacks made it difficult for the team to 
progress throughout the season.
   “I don’t think we improved as much as we needed too,” Doherty said.
   Luckily the last game of the year is always reserved for rival Groves. 
Both teams entered the game 3-5 and the hostile environment made 
anything possible. The game was all Maples as they won for the second 
straight year 21-7, in what seemed to be a Seaholm dominated game.
   The game allowed the Maples to end on a good note and wash away 
the bad taste from the previous five weeks. Many believed the win could 
be viewed as momentum heading into the off season and next year.
   “The win gave me 
a lot of confidence 
going into next year,” 
Glazier said. “It was 
a game where I could 
really understand 
what the defense was 
throwing at me, what 
reads I had to make, 
and where to go with 
the football.”
   Although the team’s 
record (4-5, 4-4 OAA) 
was a disappointment 
for most, the 
program’s future looks 
promising.
   Glazier will have 
a year under his belt 
under center and will 
be ready to call the 
shots next year. 
   Other standout 
juniors that 
contributed this 
season and will take 
on even bigger roles 
next year include 
Anderson, Jack Apap, 
Barr, Kai Czajka, 
Russell Frye, Gibbs, 
Hess, Mike Nadolski, 
Johnson and Neal 
Page.
   Fahr’s resignation 
could act as a 
motivation tool for 
the team next year.
   “Especially for the 
junior class, we can use 
it for motivation and 
play for him,” Johnson 
said. “Because he 
definitely wants to still be here but money wise he can’t provide for his 
family if he stays, so we will use it as motivation to win.”
   The underclassmen of the program looked impressive this year as both 
the J.V. and Freshman Teams ended with perfect 9-0 records. It’s easy 
to assume the future for 
Seaholm football is bright and will result in a lot of winning. But coach 
Fahr still has his concerns. 
   “I very proud of both those teams, they did great, but as we learned 
from this year winning is a lot about having a good team and having 
things go your way,” Fahr said. “I hope for Seaholm’s sake and everyone’s 
sake those kids stay healthy and keep getting better.”

Coach Fahr gives a speach to his players during his final game of the season against 
crosstown rival Groves. Photo By: Sidney Krandall

Varisty football 
head coach steps 
down after six years

 Chris Fahr’s unexpected 
resignation from the football 
team has forced Seaholm Athletic 
Director Aaron Frank to start 
searching for new looking for a 
new head coach.
   Frank told the Highlander 
he will accept job applications 
until December 7. The interview 
process will begin soon after that 
deadline.
   As far as continuing to keep the 
football program on track for next 
season, Frank made it clear in his 
October 28 letter that assistant 
coach Nick Deane will keep things 
running.
   “To ensure that there is no lapse 
in coach support in areas such as 
college recruitment,
lifting/conditioning, new student 
contact, and parent support, I have 
asked coach Nick Deane to serve 
as the point person for the football 
staff until the school completes the 
selection process for the next head 
coach.” Frank said.

AD accepting 
applications

   With his arms crossed standing 
over students in the crowded weight 
room, Bob Carleton repeats to his 
athletes his favorite motivational 
quote – a line that’s become 
somewhat of a mantra:
   “Control what you can control.”
   It’s a weekly reminder that’s one 
part self-motivation and another 
part self-reliance.
   To help students improve their 
own athletic command, Carleton 
opens up the weight room every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. to all students 
wishing to get some exercise. In 
addition, Carleton currently trains 
four Seaholm teams -- volleyball, 
boys’ soccer, baseball, and girls’ 
basketball.
   “[The busiest time of the year 
is] during this little two week time 
when fall sports are still going on 
and winter sports are trying to 
get their two week warm up in.” 
Carleton said.
      Carleton is a certified Strength 
and Conditioning coach by the 
National Strength and Conditioning 
Association.  
   Many students, including senior 
Nicole Sarvis, enjoy their year round 
work outs with Carleton.
   “I love it,” Sarvis said. “Because 
it really gives me a release outside 
of school and it gives me that 
endorphin high that you get from 
working out.”
   Sarvis works out with Carleton 
three times a week outside of 
volleyball season.  Senior soccer 
player Dan Miller also works 
out three days a week during his 
offseason.
   “He knows what he is doing,” 
Miller said. “He’s a good trainer and 
he tries to help you out.”
   Carleton was an assistant coach 
and strength and conditioning 
coach at Seaholm for six seasons 
and at Lake Orion for two seasons.  
Carleton was also the head coach of 
varsity Football for Seaholm for five 
seasons.
   Carleton was a three time OAA 
Football Coach of the Year and led 
Seaholm to three OAA division 
championships along with another 
OAA championship as the co-
defensive coordinator in 2005.
   During his time coaching football, 
Carleton remained active in the 
weight room helping his players get 
stronger and stay healthy.  Training 
has always been a passion for 
Carleton and he is happy making 
Seaholm a more fit school.
   The pay Carleton receives is 
minimal, but that isn’t an issue at all 
for him. The main motivation for 
Carleton is his love of athletics.  
   “When my coaching career ended 
I still wanted to be involved in 
athletics,” said Carleton. “And I’ve 
always been interested in this part of 
what I did as a coach.”

   The Birmingham Unified Ski 
Team (B.U.S.T.) is looking for 
skiiers for the upcoming 2010-11 
season.
   Official races begin after the De-
cember break, weather permitting.
    Practices will begin as soon as 
Mt. Brighton has a solid snow-
pack.
    The team is looking for new 
members. Racing experience is not 
necessary -- the team will teach 
technique -- the but the ability to 
enjoy the snow and the slopes is 
a must.
   Interested students are urged 
to join the BU Ski Team page on 
Facebook or email Marcia Doolin 
at mldoolin@gmail.com. 

Varsity Soccer Coach Steps Down After 10 Years With Team

    After 10 years of focusing on his 
Seaholm varsity soccer family, head 
coach David Reed-Nordwall decided 
to step down from that role in order 
to focus on his own family.
   Reed-Nordwall’s relationship 

with his family is his 
highest priority now 
that his wife started a 
new teaching job at 
Birmingham Groves.
   “My wife was finally 
able to teach,” Reed-
Nordwall said. “That 
means my family 
needs me to come 
home and take care of 

them.”
   Reed-Nordwall will have to get 
used to his new life without soccer.  
Among many things he will miss, 
such as summer soccer and the 
excitement of playoffs, he will miss 
his players the most.
   “I’ll really miss relationships with 
the boys [on the team],” said Reed-

Nordwall.
   The team finished in ninth place 
out of 13 teams in the OAA white (3-
7-2) and 5-13-4 overall.
   Many of Reed-Nordwall’s players 
cherish the relationship they shared 
with their head coach and mentor.
   “During the four years I have played 
for him he has helped me develop as 
a player and as a person,” said four-
year varsity midfielder and two-year 
captain Brandon Wiseman.  “I can’t 
thank him enough for that.”
   Wiseman is one of many players 
who have helped Reed-Nordwall 
turn the program into what he called 
a Division I threat over the past few 
years.
   “The leadership that I had gave 
everything they had despite injuries 

and other problems,” said Reed-
Nordwall. “They’ve built the team 
into a competitive Division I 
program.”
   The returning players will take what 
Reed-Nordwall had taught them 
with them next year and for the rest 
of their lives.
   “[Playing for Reed-Nordwall] 
was a great experience,” said junior 
midfielder Eric Morandi. “I learned a 
lot from him.”
   Other players didn’t embrace his 
teachings at first.  However they 
learned to take in everything that he 
had to offer.
   “It was challenging and frustrating 
at time,” senior forward Jake 
Khiele said. “But it was ultimately 
rewarding.”

   Despite their record, Reed-
Nordwall’s believes his final season 
as head coach was success and a step 
forward for the program.
   “I think it was a great building 
season,” said Reed-Nordwall. “We 
had a very young team.”  
   At this point there is no search for 
Reed-Nordwall’s predecessor.
   “After the banquet we’ll post the 
job,” said Athletic Director Aaron 
Frank. “We’ll hire the best person we 
can find.”
   Reed-Nordwall said he has current 
no plans of returning to coaching 
and wishes next year’s team the best.
   “They have a wonderful program to 
be part of,” said Reed-Nordwall.  “I 
am proud of them and I wish them 
the best luck in the future.”

Braden Geraldo
Deputy Sports Editor
Bgeraldo@seaholmhighlander.com

Coach Reed-Nordwall looks on as his team  watches 
captain Brandon Wiseman. Photo By: Sidney Krandall

Highlander Staff

Essence Biggs won 
the Div II state golf 
title Oct. 16. Photo By: 
Sidney Krandall 

Teacher, trainer:
Bob Carleton 
brings the pain 

Bob Carleton rules over the weight 
room and reigns over workouts. 
Photo by Tiffany Sawchuck  

Ski Team 
Needs 
Members

Fahr Resigns
   Essence Biggs will be the first to tell you she 
didn’t have her “A” game at last month’s State 
Championship Golf Tournament.
  Her putting was, in her words, “awful”.
  But here’s the catch – that’s how she described 
her play after she won the individual Division II 
state title.
   Two years into her career at Seaholm, golfer 
Biggs accomplished a goal many only dream 
about.   Biggs led the field with an overall score 
of 161, combining a first round score of 82 and a 
second round score of 79.
    “I was actually really surprised that I won,” 
Biggs said. “The first day the leader shot a 79, so 
the next day I thought it was over, but she ended 
up shooting an 86, 
and I won.”
    Though the team 
didn’t win a title – 
Seaholm finished 
an impressive 
seventh -- Biggs 
easily made up for 
it.
    “They were all 
really excited for 
me,” Biggs said. “It 
was awesome that 
they were all there 
to see me win.”
    Biggs has been 
playing golf since 
the young age of 
four years old.
    “Everyone on my dad’s side of the family plays 
golf,” Biggs said. “We always used to go to the 
driving range, and it kind of just became second 
nature.” 
     Biggs credits a lot of her success today to her 
dad.
     “He doesn’t play as much, but he knows 
everything about golf,” Biggs said. “He does what 
a typical dad does and always gives me tips, but 
tries to make me better.”
     Though it was only her second year on the 
team, Biggs has the full support of her teammates 
and coach.
     “Essence is an amazing golfer and I love being 
on a team with her,” said senior golfer Natalie 
Collins.
      Her teammates also believe she’s a great 
captain.
      “Essence was a really good captain. She always 
wanted to know how everyone did and always 
helped out the team,” said senior Ali Tonis. “She 
was our best player and she also helped our team 
bond in the beginning of the year. She did a really 
good job of including everyone no matter what.”
      Bigg’s coach Leon Braisted said her success 
isn’t unexpected.
      “I wasn’t surprised she won,” said Braisted. 
“She finished second in the state last year as a 
sophomore, and she lost by one stroke, that girl 
graduated, so it was just a matter of her coming 
out and playing well.”
      Biggs was new to Seaholm last year, but was in 
no way new to the game of golf. 
     “I played a lot, but got really into when I was 
12, and started playing in tournaments,” Biggs 
said.  “At Walled Lake High School, I was also on 
varsity my freshman year.” 
      Playing at the next level is definitely another 
goal Biggs is looking to achieve.
     “I’m definitely looking to play in college, some 
schools have called my coach already,” Biggs said.
     Biggs was very happy to win the individual 
state title, but insists the most important thing is 
the team.    “That’s my main goal, to play for my 
team,” Biggs said.
     Biggs is a perfectionist when it comes to not 
only herself but also her teammates.
     “We got seventh in the state, which was great, 
but I do want to see us do better next year,” Biggs 
said.
     Most weekend duffers would be ecstatic to 
shoot in the 90s. Biggs easily beats that, and isn’t 
satisfied.
     “My average this year was an 81,” Biggs said. 
“For me that’s actually bad, I want to be averaging 
in the mid to low 70’s.”
     Though she won the state title, Biggs is always 
looking to improve.
     “I’m gonna change my swing this summer 
because it has a lot of flaws,” Biggs said. “I wasn’t 
playing my best at the state tournament, my 
putting was awful.”
      Biggs believes the team will be even better 
next year.
     “Were returning a lot of talent, I know a couple 
8th graders who already shoot in the 80’s, so next 
year we’re looking to do even better,” Biggs said.

Essence cashes 
in big at States
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