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   The switch to the new schedule 
has created the opportunity for 
most seniors to graduate at least a 
trimester early, although it appears 
only a handful of students plan on 
taking the early exit route. With 
two trimesters now the equivalent 
of a full year’s worth of credits, 
seniors will be able to reach the 26 
credit requirement with ease, and 
thus can have the ability to take 
the last trimester off, effectively 
ending their high school career in 
March.
   “I have enough credits to do it, 
so why not,” said senior Natalie 
Stein, one of a handful of Seaholm 

students who plan to exercise 
the early graduation option later 
this year. “I want to sleep in and 
work more hours to save up some 
money before college starts in the 
fall.”
   Senior Andrew Skandalaris also 
cited getting a head start on work 
as rationale behind leaving school 
early. 
   “Because of the [switch to] 
trimesters, course options that 
interest me are greatly limited. I 
have determined it may be better 
to maintain a job in exchange for 
early graduation.”
   Of the students who seem poised 
to take off a bit early, it seems that 
they all have practical reasoning 
behind their decisions, criteria that 

head of the counseling department 
Walt Romano says should be key 
in the decision making process.
   “For 12 years you’ve been 
building up this anticipation for 
senior year and to cut it short like 
that, I mean I guess you could 
[leave early], but you’d have to 
have a good reason,” he said.
   The option of graduating early 
to get a head start on a job is the 
popular justification for most 
students who plan on leaving in 
March.
   “I worked in a steel factory 
during the summer and I would 
look forward to returning to 
my job on the factory floor,” 
said Skandalaris, who said he 
doesn’t feel like he’s missing out 

on anything he hasn’t already 
experienced.
   Amanda Marcuson reiterated the 
fact that she has seen everything 
that Seaholm has to offer.
   “I decided to graduate early 
because I never really liked 
Seaholm. I didn’t feel like it was 
a very friendly environment.  The 
sooner I [get] out of high school 
the better.”
   She plans on taking some spring 
courses at OCC in preparation 
for a job at Caruso Caruso and, 
eventually, a stop at the Fashion 
Institutue of Technology in New 
York next fall. 
   Although the schedule change 
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With the switch to trimesters some seniors are being given the opportunity to 
graduate before June and some are taking advantage of the option

   It appears Birmingham Public 
Schools has found its next 
superintendent, but it wasn’t a 
slam dunk.
   In a 4-3 vote, the School board 
selected Dr. David Larson at the 
October 16, 2007 meeting. 
   “The split vote isn’t a negative,” 
said School Board President 
Michael Fenberg, “I think it is 
great for everyone to have their 
own preference and vote.”
   A unanimous is not required 
by the school board bylaws to 
select a top candidate for the 
superintendent position.
   “Everyone gave out their 
own preference,” said School 
Board Secretary Lori Soifer, of 
the individual votes given out 
at the school board meeting. 
“Individually we had to take into 
consideration information we 
got from our first two-hour long 
interview with the candidates and 
our reactions.”
   The three votes were for Paul 
DeAngelis, a veteran of the 
Birmingham School District. 
DeAngelis who is the current 
Deputy Superintendent for 
Educational Services was 
considered a top competitor for 
the position a “superior candidate” 
according to Fenberg.
   Fenberg was also impressed 
with DeAngelis’ role in leading 
the budget for the district, an 
experience Larson did not have.
   “The majority of the feedback 
was in favor of DeAngelis,” said 
Fenberg.
   In the end, the fourth vote tipped 
the scales towards Larson. Soifer 
explained that each board member 
had their own preferences and 
cited different reasons for their 
selections, but what stood out 
in Soifer’s mind was Larson’s 
diverse background.
   “I thought that his depth 
and breadth of personal and 
professional experience was a 
great asset,” said Soifer. “I was 
looking for someone best fit to 
set the tone for the entire district, 
who had a passion for the students 
and could move the district 
forward and help make you kids 
successful.”
   Larson was raised in New Guinea 
and had the unique experience of 
returning back to the area as the 
Deputy Principal at Singapore 
American School in The Republic 

Q & A with 
Dr. David 

Larson

Q: What were your feelings 
before and after you heard 
the news of the Board nam-
ing you candidate?

A: Excitement and anticipa-
tion pretty much sums up 
what I was feeling during 
that period. With my expe-
rience and my approach to 
leadership, I feel like it fits 
in with what the Board was 
looking for and the expec-
tations of the Birmingham 
School District.

Q: How was your experi-
ence in Singapore?

A: When I was in high 
school during the wekends 
we would take trips to the 
area, so it was very reward-
ing and exciting to come 
back there years later and 
be a part again of the area.

Q:What are your expecta-
tions if you come to Bir-
mingham?

A: I beleive that I will pro-
vide leadership and be able 
to use those skills. Once I 
am here I would observe, 
analyze, ask questions and 
familiarize myself with the 
school district and its pro-
grams. I think enhancing 
and improving program-
ming will be one of my main 
goals. I think enhancing is 
a key word. It is definently 
something I want to be a 
part of.

Q: What were your impres-
sions of Seaholm?

A: I was impressed with the 
building and the student 
body. Mr. Piper showed me 
around and I was pleased 
with the school.

of Singapore. 
   “It was American curriculum 
that was being taught at the 
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has brought about more talk of 
early graduation, it has always 
been an option thanks to the 
district’s credit requirement 
flexibility.
   “We’ve always had people who 
were able to graduate a semester 
early, who had all their credits 
and requirements met,” said 
Assistant Principal Deb Boyer. 
The 26 required credits falls short 
of the total students could earn 
under the standard schedule, a 
gap Boyer said is there to give 
students some room to fail.
   “You don’t want to ever be in 
a position where you’re requiring 
the full maximum amount of 
credits somebody may possibly 
earn,” she said.  “[So] you always 
want to leave that little bit of 
cushion.”
Despite the fact that more students 
than normal may qualify for this 
alternative, the administration 
doesn’t feel like the numbers will 
be that inflated come March.
   “Usually when you switch over 
[schedules] you are going to have 
a period of time, at least one class, 
where you have more [students] 
that fit that requirement than 
normal,” Boyer said. “But most of 
the time, especially with seniors, 
you want to be here.”
   She said that what most seniors 
will do is try to set up a last 
trimester that isn’t that difficult 
and allows them to be more 
relaxed come June.
   While a fair amount of students 
will actually be leaving the 
building for third trimester, it 
seems inevitable that many others 
will be here literally, but will 
mentally have already checked 
out; which the administration 
warns could be regrettable down 
the road.
   “[You might] take a more relaxed 

approach to the class, maybe you 
aren’t busting your butt to get that 
A+, but I’m hoping that you aren’t 
in there just to screw around,” 
said Romano.
   Romano also brought up the 
University of Michigan, who 
denied numerous students last 
summer after reviewing their 
final transcripts and feeling like 
there was too much of a slip in 
performance.
   “Don’t forget,” said Boyer, “you 
still have to have your transcripts 
sent to that college at the end of 
the year and they can say you 
dropped… like a bomb.”
   The subject of student behavior 
and productivity, or lack thereof, 
seems to be a minor concern for 
some of the staff, like Social 
Studies teacher Bob Carleton. 
   “It’s not really any more of a 
concern than it ever is,” he said. 
“You are always going to have 
some seniors who are going to 
mail it in, no matter what the 
situation.”
   Still, others, like David Reed-
Nordwall, think that with the 
change in scheduling everyone is 
in for a mess.
“I don’t see how it can be 
anything other than worse with 
the trimesters,” he said. 
   Mr. R-N, who says he is looking 
forward to the spring term “with 
nothing but dread,” says that it 
isn’t the schedule that is at the root 
of the problem, however, as much 
as it is the structure of senior year 
overall.
   “It’s my firm belief that we 
place seniors in an unfair position. 
Everyone knows where they are 
going by December or January; so 
the fact that they have to be here, 
with no purpose academically…it 
leads to low quality work and 
poor attendance. It’s hard for 
the teachers, and it’s a horrible 
way to end a relationship with a 
student.”

Early: Grad Date For 
Some Is March 6th 
from page 1

Peer Mentors: Gone, But Not For Long?

Jessica Miller
Staff Writer
   Seaholm’s autistic department is 
hoping that the peer mentors will 
come back, but it won’t be through 
the peer mentoring class, rather 
through the experiential learning 
course offered at Groves. 
   For those of you who haven’t 
noticed, community service and 
peer mentoring are not available 
courses anymore. This is due to 
the fact that these courses do not 
meet the new state requirements.
    “The state felt that students 
couldn’t afford to take a class 
where there wasn’t documentation 
or curriculum,” said vice principle 
Deb Boyer.
   Experiential learning, a class 
now offered at Groves that is the 
new and improved (according 
to the state government) peer 
mentoring class because it meets 
the new state requirements. 
These new requirements include 
tests, projects, journals, and 
documentation of the time spent in 
the classrooms. Seaholm students 
are able to take the experiential 
learning course through Groves 
and still be placed in a Seaholm’s 
classroom; they just have to go 

to Groves every Tuesday for 
meetings.
   Experiential learning has few 
students this trimester because it 
wasn’t in the course catalog last 
spring when schedules were being 
made. 
   The autistic department said 
their absence has been felt.
   “Peer mentors are necessary 
on so many levels,” said autistic 
teacher Karen Mellott. “Our 
kids get less interaction with the 
general ed kids. It is also hard to 
keep the kids busy all day, and 
we adults need to stay in tune 

with what is happening within the 
school.”
   The peer mentors have a 
different impact on the students 
then the teachers do.
   “Peer mentors are usually able 
to teach the autistic students 
something that we teachers 
weren’t able to get them to 
understand,” said Mellott.
   “Being a peer mentor with the 
autistic students has taught me to 
have patience, and to have respect 
for those who are different,” said 
former peer mentor Anna Liss.
   Most mentors would spend 

part of their hour sitting with the 
autistic students as they ate their 
lunch. At the end of the year, 
there is an autistic prom that all 
of the peer mentors are invited to 
attend.
   “Last year so many peer mentors 
came and made it such an amazing 
experience for our students that 
parents who wouldn’t let their 
kids go before are now calling 
and asking for invitations this 
year,” said Mellott.

   Principal Terry Piper had the 
opportunity to meet Larson 
when he toured him throughout 
Seaholm.
   “I was impressed with his diverse 
background,” said Piper.
   Larson still has not been officially 
offered the superintendent 
position, just the nomination.
   “There are still many steps that 
have to be taken before anyone 
is named superintendent,” said 
School Board Trustee Shelli 
Weisberg.
   If Larson does accept the position 
after the needed resolution is 
passed by the Board he would 

likely start in January 2008 
according to Weisberg. Fellow 
board members like Fenberg hope 
to have a resolution drafted by 
the November 6th School Board 
Meeting.
   In order to aid in the final 
decision some of the school board 
members will travel to visit the 
Harbor Springs School District. 
The Board hopes to confirm their 
expectations by meeting with PTA 
members, students and others 
from the community as well as 
work out contract logistics.
   “The entire board would be 
wanting to support the new 
superintendent and make him 
successful,” said Soifer.

LARSON / Official 
Resolution Nov. 6th
FROM PAGE 1

Experiential 
Class Offered 
At Groves 
May Bring 
Mentors Back



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Opinion																													3

ERNEST W. SEAHOLM 
HIGHLANDER

The Seaholm Highlander aims to 
provide an accurate report and a free 
exchange of viewpoints in relation to 
interests and concerns that affect the 

Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248-203-3803 
Room G107

Opinion: The Highlander will pub-
lish an editorial, which will not be by-
lined and will represent the viewpoint 
of the majority of the staff. Students 
are free to express opinions and guest 
editorials are welcomed. All such edi-

torials and other features will be at-
tributed to their authors.

Letters to the editor: The Highlander 
welcomes all opposing viewpoints 
and encourages feedback from the
Seaholm community. 

We request all letters be sent to: 
theseaholmhighlander@yahoo.com, 
delivered in person to room G107 
or mailed to the following address:
The Highlander, 2436 West Lincoln, 
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

These letters must not exceed 500 
words and the Highlander maintains 
the right to edit all letters for the sake 
of brevity. The author’s name may 

be withheld upon request. The final 
decision of whether the material is 
to be published will be left up to the 
editorial board.

News Tips: Do you have a news tip? 
Let our newsroom know about. E-
Mail us at:  Highlandernewstips@
yahoo.com.

Advertising: Advertising is 
constitutionally protected expression. 
The Highlander may accept 
advertising. Acceptance or rejection 
of advertising is within purview of the 
publication staff, which may accept 
any ads except those for products or 
services that are illegal for all students. 
Ads for political candidates and ballot 

issues may be accepted; however the 
community is encouraged to solicit 
ads from all sides of on such issues.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, 
and the Highlander is committed 
to covering all issues objectively, 
without bias, with an acute attention 
to detail. Factual errors will be 
corrected for reader clarification in 
the following issue. If we have erred, 
please let us know.

Editor-in-Chief: Jordan Kristopik & 
Ashley Haglund 

NEWS:

News Editor: Jordan Kristopik

Reporters: Brian Palmeri, Hunter 
Stenback, Lizzie Curcuru, Jack 
Rokicki, Stephanie Browne, Ben 
Kuslits, Adam Small, Andrew Green, 
Amelia Carpenter, Ashley Harte, 
Chelsea Lane, Jess Miller, Caelan 
Keenan.

LIFESTYLES:

Lifestyles Editor: Lia Jamerson

SPORTS EDITOR: 

Brian Palmeri

HIGH DEFINITION EDITOR: 
Ashley Haglund

OPINION EDITOR:

Hunter Stenback

PHOTO:

Photo Editor: Ashley Harte

Photographers: Mia Morandi, 
Amelia Carpenter, Lia Jamerson, Jess 
Miller, Hunter Stenback

Circulation Manager: Alex Duncan

ADVISER: Ben Harwood

Underage Drinking: A Taste of Societal Norms?

  Almost two-thirds of 
Birmingham-area High School 
students do not drink alcohol.
  That’s what a 2005 survey 
of more than 3000 students 
conducted by the Birmingham-
Bloomfield coalition tells us.
  In addition, we’re told the 
perception (90% of students 
drink) among teenagers 
compared to the reality (36% 
actually do) varies greatly.
  Thirty six percent admitted 
to having consumed at least 
one alcoholic drink in the 
past 30 days in the survey.
  While that number – provided 
it is accurate – is certainly in 
the minority, it’s still sizeable 
and would equal roughly 400 
students. (You have to excuse 
us for being cynical, but it’s 
difficult to imagine those who do, 
limiting themselves to just one.)
    From our standpoint, underage 
drinking  – to be clear a choice 
we do not condone – seems 
to be common practice in this 
generation with teenagers 
getting caught with a Blue Moon 
once in every blue moon (And 
we don’t mean the mooning 
that the drunks get into after 

Our Viewpoint:

While most Seahom 
students don’t drink, 
hundreds do -- ignoring 
the many, many risks. 
Explaining this is one 
thing, excusing is an-
other

Highlander Editorial

Fake. 
Shoot. 

Follow through. 
On November 7th, 2007 
Seaholm staff members 
will play against Groves 
teachers in a basketball 
game in the Seaholm 
Gym. 

Tip-off is at 7:30pm 
and concessions will be 
available. Tickets will be 
sold in advance at both 
Groves and Seaholm for 
$4 and $5 at the door. 

The event is sponsored 
by the Seaholm 
Highlander and 
Groves Scriptor. 
Proceeds from the 
event will be donated 
to Harmonize for 
Hope, an organization 
committed to advancing 
research for Duchene’s 
Muscular Dystrophy. 
Come cheer on your 
favorite Seaholm and 
Groves staff members!

Despite possible consequences, the teenage drinking scene is still center 
stage in Birmingham and, unfortunately, is not taking a bow anytime soon 

guzzling down a couple shots). 
   Every once in a while, moments 
of peril catch the attention of 
administrators, parents, and remind 
teenagers of the consequences 
of underage drinking. 
   The lesser consequences can 
range anywhere from a slap on 
the wrist to the dreaded parental 
decree:  you’re prohibited from 
attending college next fall, you will 
spend that time doing community 
service and paying off the fines 
you owe for your decision.
    On the heavier side, 
probation, fines, jail time and 
even death can be the result 
of a night of bad decisions.
    The sad irony here is that many 
students find it more daunting not 
to drink, than to be in danger of 
getting caught and facing harsh 
consequences. Drinking, for 
many it seems, has turned into 
a game of ‘Would You Rather’? 
The twisted teenage society has 
formed a drinking cult, where it’s 
more important to get drunk and 
possibly face the consequences or 
stay safe and risk the subject of 
using drinking as a social barrier.
   180 school days, and 1200 
students present countless 
opportunities for decisions. But 
the one frequent decision facing 

Seaholm students is: Will you 
drink? And if you do, is it about 
having a good time, or is about 
compensating for low self-esteem?
   Teenagers have more 
accessibility to alcohol than many 
think. Having an older friend buy 
a six pack from a convenience 

store is less difficult than most 
adults realize. So is busting into 
mom and dad’s liquor cabinet. 
The availability of alcohol is 
everywhere, making it irresistible 
to many underage users and 
putting added pressure on those 
who don’t drink to follow suit. 

    Some students confess 
to their illegal use in the 
hallways on Monday morning 
when describing their wicked 
Saturday night, leaving those 
who didn’t question if maybe 
they should give the bottle a try.
   A British study, published the 
May, 2007 issue of the journal 
Substance Abuse Treatment, 
Prevention and Policy reports 
that teens with more money are 
more likely to drink heavily 
– something of significance 
for an area like Birmingham. 
   But is this really an issue 
limited to this community? We 
don’t think so. All signs point 
to society and valuing tradition.
   Despite the health and legal 
consequences of underage 
drinking, this behavior of buying 
red plastic cups and filling it with 
contraband liquids will never 
end. The behavior existed when 
our parents went to school and it 
existed when our older siblings 

and friends were in high school 
too, so why would it end with us? 
    The simple answer: it won’t.
    Acting on the temptation of 
having a good time with friends 
and alcohol won’t cease on 
June 2nd, 2008 when the seniors 
cross the stage on the gym and 

leave Seaholm for good. The 
fire will only burn stronger. 
For some, unfortunately, it’s 
liberating. For them, it’s an outlet, 
and masks one’s insecurities. 
    Everyone wants to be accepted. 
We learn that acceptance 
is a part of the process of 
human cognitive growth.
    When adults reflect on the 
destructive behavior of students 
they have to look at why 
students are risking their lives 
and their future. Are they simply 
being rebellious? Are they just 
giving into peer pressure? Are 
they simply bored with the 
same activities available to 
them in the metropolitan area? 
     Regardless of the reasons, 
let’s make sure that we look 
at them as factors – and not 
excuses. Explaining and 
reporting the behavior may help 
lead to a reduction in behavior. 
     Excusing the behavior – or worse, 
turning a blind eye – will only 
reinforce the actions that lead to 
bad decisions and worse outcomes.

Highlander editorials reflect the 
majority view of the editorial board: 
Ashley Haglund, Jordan Kristopik, 
Brian Palmeri, Hunter Stenbeck, 
Ashley Harte, Chelsea Lane, Lia 
Jamerson and the Highlander staff. 



4				High	Definition
Principal Terry Piper is not in 

the dark. Especially in light of recent 
events at Seaholm and in the community, he 
understands the reality of underage drinking. 

And he acknowledges that some of that 
behavior happens during the school day at 
Seaholm. 

“I’d be a fool to think that [out of] 1200 
kids, and 180 school days, that nobody ever 

comes to Seaholm High School not under 
the influence of alcohol, to some degree,” 

said Piper.
According to US No Drugs, an organization specializing in 

“Addiction and Restoring Lives,” an estimated 57,000 of 
the individuals with an alcohol addiction or alcohol abuse 
problem in Michigan over a one year period were between 
the ages of 12-17 years old. 

As Piper said, the continuum for drinking at 
school is large. On one end is the student who needed 
a “quick buzz” before class, while the other end has 
traumatizing repercussions: vomiting, hospitalization, and 
even death.

Either way, the warning signs are clear. A student 
may not be acting like themselves, may be stumbling, and 
perhaps their speech is slurred.

“But I have to say I can’t recall that even 
happening in my 10 years, because kids are smart enough 
to know you’re going to get caught,” said Piper. “You can’t 
be weaving down the hallway, and smell of beer, and think 
for a second you’re not going to get caught.”

According to Piper, the student who does not 
get caught is the one that has carefully planned it out, and 
calculated how much he or she can have when.

“It has to have happened,” added Piper, “there’s 
too many kids and too many days over 10 years for me to 
think that it never has happened.”

One junior boy, who asked to remain anonymous, 
told The Highlander that he has come to class under the 
influence.

 “When I’m buzzed, it’s easier to get through the 
school day,” he said.

But this student remains in the 
minority. 

“Drinking on-campus during the 
school day is limited,” said senior Maddie 
Palmer, “But there are a couple of select groups 
that do it for certain occasions.”

Piper does not understand why school 
has to be the place to drink. When class ends 
at 2:40, Piper said, “you have all afternoon, all 
evening, all night [to drink].”

It’s a move that is not worth the risk of a 
10-day suspension, and the expulsion from a Seaholm 
sports team, according to Piper.

Piper emphasized that this is not an acceptable 
behavior, but he has “seen it all,” so he’s not surprised 
when drinking at Seaholm occurs. As for his reaction 
towards students who do choose to do it, he is “upset, and 
worried about [his or her] health.”

But most of all, Piper is concerned about what 
causes a student to drink in the middle of the day.

Societal factors, influence from friends can make an 
impact.

 “Peer pressure is still a factor,” Seaholm Crisis Counselor 
Dennis Rozema said. “You can still have someone egging you on.”

Rozema said he isn’t shocked about students drinking 
at school either and believes there “cannot be a good reason” for 
drinking at school. 

“It is just poor decision making,” Rozema said. “And that is 
all there is to it.”

Ann DeBoer, Seaholm’s health teacher, is all too familiar with 
these situations.

“There are alcoholics, and they need the drug,” said DeBoer.
Seaholm students are not alone. According to the US No Drugs study, more than 108,000 binge drinkers each 

month are between the ages of 12 and 17, in Michigan.
But safety, in this case, is not always in numbers.
It appears that students in the Seaholm community might be even more at risk. According to a May 2007 study 

done by the journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, Prevention and Policy which states that getting a bigger allowance 
may be a risk factor for heavy drinking among teens. The study hinted that some risky drinking may simply be the result 
of youths having too much money to spend on alcohol.

However, according to the Birmingham Bloomfield Coalition 2005 survey, 64% of Birmingham Bloomfield 
High School students consistently chose not drink alcohol.
 The survey also showed that while 90% of Birmingham Bloomfield high school students thought their peers 
drank alcohol, only 36% of students actually admitted to drinking.
 These dramatic and drastic measures are taken by students as a cry for help, or as a way to get attention. 
Therefore, when dealing with this issue, Seaholm has chosen to rehabilitate the behavior, instead of punishing the 
outcome.  

 “The way we set up our suspension policy is to try and treat that and deal with those issues,” Rozema said.
For now, there will be no policy changes as Seaholm. Piper believes the current protocol is effective, and 

usually sends the right message to the student in the wrong.
But even if for some reason the policy was changed, he’s not sure it would be any more effective than the 

current one. 
“The solution to the problem really lies [with parents],” said Piper, “it doesn’t lie in the schools.”
At the Birmingham-Bloomfield Community Coalition Summit a few weeks ago, Piper learned 

that many students don’t want to let their parents down. He discussed the problem with other students and 
administrators.

When he asked students why they choose not to drink, the number one answer he received was, “I 
really wouldn’t want to disappoint my parents. They’ve raised me in a such a way that it would be damaging to 
our relationship, damaging to our trust, and disappointing to them.”
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   It’s Friday night and most of 
the Seaholm student body is 
at church. The basement con-
gregation is tightly-packed and 
ungodly hot. For Second Strike, 
this may as well be heaven. 
   Second Strike, a rock band 
made up entirely of Seaholm 
seniors, always draws a large 
crowd of the Seaholm faith-
ful-even in the most unlikely of 
locations. Together for more than 
two years, the rock band remains 
regulars at local venues like 
AJ’s Café and in your Facebook 
inbox. The band line-up consists 
of Ryan Staal on lead vocals, 
guitarist Erik Zinkel, bassist 
(and occasional keyboardist) 
Sean Muzzi and Joe Ferfecki on 
drums. The band has built up a 
considerable following over the 
years and they have their own 
Facebook group, “Second Strike 

Fans”, that features information 
about upcoming shows and band 
merchandise. Chances are you’ve 
spotted some of their trademark 
lightning bolt T-shirts being worn 
throughout the halls of Seaholm. 
   Second Strike has found a de-
voted audience, and it’s not hard 
to see what makes the band so 
popular with students. All of the 
members are dedicated musicians 
with a wide array of instrumental 
talent and their enthusiasm is 
infectious. The band’s MySpace 
page hosts a small selection of 
tracks for curious listeners and 
last year the band made it official 
with a professionally recorded 
demo CD. Their straight-ahead 
rock sound and relatable lyrics 
help make them extremely acces-
sible to any first-time listeners. 
   “Honestly we just write about 
whatever; someone’s love, crush, 
problem, struggle…” Staal 
explained. “Typical rock band 
stuff.”
   Talking to any of the band   

Amelia Carpenter and Hunter 
Steinback
Staff Writers

“I can’t talk to constipated 
people anymore, ‘cause they’re 
all full of crap.”
   See? He’s a comedic genius! 
Senior John McDonald has 
stepped outside the norm for 
Seaholm students and made a 
pass at stand-up comedy.
   McDonald used his humor to 
his advantage by thinking about 
stand-up comedy as a career 
path.
   “When I started making people 
laugh it made me feel good to do 
that,” said McDonald.
   McDonald explains that his 
interest in stand-up comedy 
reared its head when he was just 
an eighth grader. After he started 
writing comedy and made sure 
it was ‘funny’, he tried to find a 
place to do that.
   McDonald started by perform-
ing a few shows at Xhedo’s Café 
in downtown Ferndale through-
out last year. 
   “They usually go with just mu-
sic [at Xhedo’s], said McDonald, 
“they don’t really do comedians 
that much. I think I was the first 
one to do it there.”
   Xhedo’s went out of business 
in the summer.
   It wasn’t until October 18th 
that teen comedy genius brought 
the humor to Seaholm’s audito-
rium.
   “People said I did great, but 
I always think I could’ve done 
better,” said McDonald, “I’m 
always a little skeptical.”
Dane Cook, Dave Attell, Mitch 
Hedberg and many others have 
made a living off of performing 
stand-up comedy. McDonald 
plans move out to Chicago and 
do just that.
   “I might live with someone 
who lives around there,” said 
McDonald, “[I’ll] play it by ear 
for now. Save up money for it.”
   McDonald also talked about 
possibly helping out other people 
who might be interested in a 
career like him by giving those 
who were interested tips and 
tricks of his own, even though he 
feels like he’s no expert.
   The idea of an after school 
comedy club at Seaholm intimi-
dates McDonald a little.
   “It’d be cool…but I’d be afraid 
of the type of kids who might 
join, might just ruin it for me,” 
said McDonald.

From left to right, Second Strike Members Erik Zinkel (guitar), Joe Ferfecki (drums), Ryan Staal 
(vocals) and Sean Muzzi (bass).                                         Photo by Mia Morandi

Senior John McDonald is a hit during his comedy show here at 
Seaholm High.                              Photo by Mia Morandi

Senior 
John 

McDonald 
makes his 

mark 
in 

stand-up 
comedyChelsea Lane

Deputy Lifestyles Editor
and sing or whatever they feel 
like. We try to play as well as we 
can so that the audience has fun 
and so do we.” 
“To be in front of some num-
ber of people-let’s say over 
20-just gives me such a rush of 
adrenaline,” Staal agreed. “I’ve 
never done any form of drugs, or 
drinking for that matter, and I can 
definitely say with confidence 
that I would not need it when I 
feel that amazing naturally.”
   Their good-times attitude is 
always in full-force at gigs and 
they consistently have more 
energy and enthusiasm than most 
of the competition. Any of the 
members are more than capable 
of performing a blistering solo 
that can bring down the house 
and they’re all solid songwrit-
ers who create all three hours of 
practicing each week to keep the 
Second Strike sound tight. Their 
persistence and dedication has 
been paying off as they begin to 
land bigger and bigger gigs and 
gain more local exposure. At 
local venues they’re often given 
a share of ticket profits but when 

it comes to larger shows, the 
band is more interested in 

getting their name out 
there than how much 
money they take home 
at the end of the night. 
But that’s not to say 
their hard-earned cash 
isn’t put to good use.
   “For a competition, 
we honestly put forth 
more money that we 
really receive,” Staal 

said. “Any of the money 
we do make is for the 

band. It’s like a separate 
fund…so we can buy new 

T-shirts, stickers, recording 
time, etcetera.”

   Still, the larger gigs do have 
their own rewards.
   “[The] biggest event we’ve 
played was when we played at 
Battle of the Bands in Clutch 
Cargo’s this past February,” Staal 
said. “We had to sell tickets just 
so we could play, and we had 
probably a crowd of 200 to 300 
people on the top floor to see us. 
[It] was tons of fun.”
   But big or small, every Sec-
ond Strike show comes down 
to making sure everyone 
enjoys themselves. 
   “People should come 
see us play because we’re 
a band that won’t turn 
away anyone as a fan,” 
Zinkel said. “…Any-
one who hasn’t been 
to our shows will find 
that as soon as they 
put on a black SS 
T-shirt they’re part 
of everyone else and 
everyone’s having a 
good time.”

members, it’s clear that music is 
their passion-especially when it 
comes to playing live.
   “A Second Strike show 
is all about having a 
good time,” said Zin-
kel. “We love to get 
the crowd moving 
and have people 
jump around and 
wave their arms 

Sen ior Rockstars Mr. Funny Guy
Seaholm’s Rising Stars
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 Jess Miller thought it was a joke.  
When she got the invitation to a 
Facebook group that a Seaholm 
senior was missing, she took it as 
just another one of those ridicu-
lous jokes that float around the 
school. 
    “I literally let out a ‘HA!’”, said 
Jess when recalling the moment.  
“At that time especially, there had 
been a lot of stupid rumors going 
around.”  
   Last month, a Seaholm student 
went for a walk, and was report-
ed missing the next day.  At that 
time, only family, close friends, 
and the police were aware of this 
situation.  But three days and 
180 invitations later, the halls 
of Seaholm were buzzing with 
the news. She would eventually 
return home safe, and many stu-
dents would move on and quickly 
forget. However, the real story 
here was Facebook. How did this 
incident, which only days earlier 
was a private matter, become pub-
lic knowledge?
   Facebook, a social network site 
created by Mark Zuckerberg and 
Chris Hughes, is a popular way for 
people around the world to con-
nect with one another.  Currently, 
some 47 million people have a 
Facebook, and over 150,000 more 
join each day. Of that 47 million, 
more than 1000 are Seaholm stu-
dents.   
   In the case of the Seaholm stu-
dent, Facebook played a critical 
role. Through the group appli-
cation, one person was able to 
spread the word and draw people 
together in only a matter of min-
utes. 
   “Facebook is a great source, it 
spreads the word in a way that we 
cannot,” said Corporal Ronald 
Halcrow of the Birmingham Po-

lice Department. 
   A single person (an admin) can 
create a group and invite any one 
of their friends to it. Those who 
join can invite others, and so on 
and so forth. Pretty soon, the 
group’s number of members will 
steadily increase as more people 
accept the invitation.  The group 
description can be modified by 
the admins, pictures can be up-
loaded, and people can even write 
on the wall for the group if they 
have any sort of comment about 
the topic. It’s an efficient way of 
informing the people who need to 
be informed.  
   These groups are not the only 
way to be notified about the go-
ings-on.  Someone can also cre-
ate an event, and invite people to 
that. The event application is a 
popular way to let people know if 
there are any upcoming sporting 
events, parties, or other occasions 
that might be of interest to the in-
vitees. 
   The upside of Facebook is ob-
vious: its efficiency and ability to 
reach people across the social di-
vide and around the globe allows 
for a quick method of communi-
cation. Taking this into consider-
ation, the site has its downsides. 
This fast spread of knowledge can 
also be a rapid distribution of ru-
mor.
    “Generally speaking, there is 
a lot more misinformation than 
truth. It can turn into a big game 
of gossip,” said Assistant Princi-
pal Deb Boyer. 
   When this information is in the 
wrong hands, truth can become 
fiction, simply by our curiosity to 
investigate. 
  Boyer notes that Facebook 
should be used with caution, due 
to its universal nature. 
   “I think that Facebook is a tool 
that can be used,” Boyer said. 
“[But] like many things in the 
world, it has its good points and 
its bad points. You have to find 
the balance.””

Lia Jamerson
Lifestyles Editor 

“Expect to laugh!”
   These were the three distinct 
words that Senior Peter Gibbs 
used to describe what the audi-
ence of this year’s fall play should 
expect at the performance.
   During the first few weekends 
in November, Seaholm students 
will be coming together to pres-
ent Larry Shue’s well-loved com-
edy called The Foreigner. The 
hard work of Seaholm students 
and volunteers is what makes this 
production possible.
   Director Debi Green, who is 
well known throughout Seaholm 
for her infinite talent and skill 
that she has put towards many of 
Seaholm’s well known and loved 
spring musicals, is co-producing 
The Foreigner with Patty Zikakis 
and Lee Green.
   Ms. Green notes that there have 
been no issues concerning the 
Fall Play so far, and puts much 
emphasis on how much she loves 
working with the other dedicated 
students and parents.
   “They’re great,” said Ms. Green. 
“Some of the actors and actresses 
are newbies and some are veter-
ans. We also have fabulous par-
ents working on the set.”
   Ms. Green believes that ev-

The Foreigner: Plenty of Laughs 

eryone’s hard work and efforts 
will pay off once the curtains are 
raised on opening night. 
   “I think it’s going to be great,” 
said Green, “our set is spectacular; 
I think everyone will be pleased 
and impressed with the level of 
the kids’ performance.”
      Sophomore Josh Bering and 
Junior Ashley Harte have returned 
for their second year to partici-
pate in the Fall 
Play. Last year, 
they were seen 
in The Greater 
Tuna, and have 
returned once 
again to take 
the stage. They 
enjoy working 
and performing 
with their fel-
low Seaholm 
students during 
practices. 
   “We’re like a 
mini family,” 
said Bering. “We 
have our moments, but we have to 
get stuff done.”
   Some of the cast members de-
scribe how they have had to make 
adjustments to their schedule 
in order to participate in the fall 
play.
   “I don’t have much time for 
friends,” said Bering. “I have to 

stay up really late doing papers 
because we don’t have access to a 
computer during practices.”
   “Instead of going home after 
cross country and taking a nap,” 
said Harte, “I now go straight to 
Fall Play practice.”
   Everyone who is involved with 
the fall play this year is having a 
wonderful time while working at 
the rehearsals. 

   “I think we 
all get along 
really well,” 
said Harte, 
“there is a 
Family Dy-
namic.”
   Bering en-
joys spending 
time with his 
fellow fall play 
par t ic ipan ts 
during the 
after school 
practices.
   “They’re 
really nice, 

talented and entertaining,” said 
Bering.
   Peter Gibbs, who has decided 
for the first year to participate in 
the school play, is playing one 
of the main characters, Froggy 
LeSurer. Although the fall play is 
a new experience for Gibbs, this 
is not his first time being in front 

of an audience.  
   “I was in Beauty in the Beast 
two years ago,” said Gibbs. 
   Gibbs notes how the fall play is 
different from the musical, but he 
is still having a good time while 
preparing for the fall play.
   “We get a lot done when we’re 
onstage,” said Gibbs, “and it’s a 
lot of fun to be around your class-
mates offstage”.
   Everyone believes that this 
laugh out loud comedy will be 
enjoyable for the whole audience. 
Harte predicts that everyone who 
comes to the show will be in for 
a treat.
   “They should expect to laugh a 
lot,” said Harte.
   Bering feels that this play will 
be a unique experience for all 
who come.
   “Expect very different characters 
and a good time,” said Bering. “I 
think it’s going to be hilarious and 
I think it’s going to be amazing.”
   Tickets for this event are being 
sold in the main office and at the 
door. The opening weekend for 
this performance will be on Fri-
day and Saturday November 9th 
and 10th and this performance 
will continue to show on the fol-
lowing weekend on Thursday and 
Friday November 15th and 16th. 

Expect very 
different char-
acters and a 

good time

-Josh Bering

These Fall Play participants run through a complete dress rehearsal to ensure that everything will run as smoothly as possible during the real per-
formance. From left to right: Peter Gibbs, Kate Becker, Annabelle Wilkinson, Alison Brown.                                                   Photo by Mia Morandi

The Radiohead Price is Right
Jack Rokicki
Jessica Malen
Staff Writers
     Senior Tim Paul remembered 
the times when he would search 
the globe for an open CD store or 
drown in the expenses of iTunes, 
but in order to obtain the new 
Radiohead album, “In Rainbows”, 
all he had to do was press the 
download button.
     The British band Radiohead 
released their new album, “In 
Rainbows” on October 10th, 2007. 
The band cut ties with their record 
label, EMI/Capitol Records after 

their contract ran out. 
     This may seem like an ordinary 
enough process, but the band 
released the album directly from 
their website for download. The 
catch is, the customer can pay 
whatever amount they want for 
the music, even nothing. 
     “I think it’s really cool that they 
created the pay what you want for 
the CD because it’s a new format 
and they did it without a record 
label,” said Paul.
     The new boxed set with an extra 

Please see RADIOHEAD, 
PAGE 7
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Minimum Wage, Maximum Pain

Caelan Keenen
Staff Writer

If it’s possible (and doesn’t fill your heart 
with too much sadness and longing), 
think back to June 8th, 2007. It was the 
last day of school and the first afternoon 
of summer. Many marked that day with a 
euphoric skip down the hallway and out 
the doors of Seaholm, a dramatic turn out 
of the parking lot, and a bee-line to the 
nearest ice cream shop. Others found the 
nearest swimming pool and dove in as 
quickly as possible. 
 But for several Seaholm stu-
dents, the same places that bring joy to 
many, symbolize low pay, early morn-
ings and late nights, and hours of work to 
others. 
 Dairy Mat is a hotspot for many 
teenagers, Seaholm students in particu-
lar, and many jump at the chance to wait 
in line for a chocolate cone or Oreo Flur-
ry. But a small population of Seaholm 
knows Dairy Mat from the other side of 
the counter. Sophomore Stephanie Cur-
curu recently finished her first summer 
working at the local ice cream store. 
 “Up until 2 weeks ago there 
were no chairs in the building for us to sit 
on,” said Curcuru. 
 After being handed your ice 
cream creation of choice and with a new 
100-watt smile plastered on the your face, 
it’s always nice to take a seat at the picnic 
tables and watch Woodward Avenue at its 
best. But the teenage employees of Dairy 
Mat find themselves all too familiar with 
cramped corners, messy ice cream, and 
long lines. 
 “We don’t even get free ice 
cream,” said Curcuru. “And the employ-
ees can be pretty mean.”
 Heading to the pool is a fun ac-
tivity for many, but others, like Goldfish 
Swim School employee Krista Delong, 
might start to think twice before diving 
in. 
 At Goldfish, Delong teaches 

swim lessons to young kids. The hours 
are long, early, and late. 
 “We’re only allowed to cancel 
the lesson if more than 4 kids don’t show 
up…which, of course, never happens,” 
said Delong a senior at Seaholm. 
 As Friday nights are treasured 
by students at Seaholm, many, like De-
long, resent not having Saturday morn-
ings to sleep in. 
 “I rarely get any breaks, which is 
really tough, especially 
on Saturday mornings 
when I work 5 hours 
without a break,” said 
Delong. 
 Studies show 
working Seaholm stu-
dents are not alone. 
According to the 
American Academy 
of Family Physicians, 
more than one third of 

all high school students hold steady jobs 
during the school year. With demanding 
school work, athletic commitments, out 
of school activities, and the stress of col-
lege applications for some, it’s a wonder 
students even attempt to hold steady jobs, 
much less those that aren’t under the best 
of working conditions.
 “It was annoying at times, but 
it’s definitely nice to have the extra mon-
ey at the end of the week,” said Jaclyn 
Stimac, who taught tennis to young kids 
at Parks and Recreation. 
 Stimac, who has even had to 
deal with young children who cannot ex-
actly make it to the bathroom in time, is 
one of many Seaholm students who have 
decided a steady paycheck makes the un-
desirable working situations worthwhile. 
 So to all Seaholm students who 
find themselves 
stuck in monoto-
nous, uncomfort-
able, and some-
times disgusting, 
jobs, stay focused 
on better oppor-
tunities ahead and 
your ever rising 
bank account.   

Radiohead for free
from page 6
extra track disk and a physical CD is to 
be released for $81 in December. 
     Most students agree with Radiohead’s 
new idea.
     “Music should be free on [iTunes], 
but for CDs I think you should pay,” said 
sophomore Michelle Law.     However, 
artists behind the music they could 
be suffering a massive blow to their 
paycheck. It costs up to $1,000,000 to 
produce an album, and if the artist who 
makes their living puts that up for free 
and gives it away, they could be losing 
ten times the amount it costs to produce 
that album. 
   Radiohead released the cd with the 
intentions of giving their fans what they 
want and allowing them to pay what they 

thought was appropriate, a noble concept 
in the music world, but a devastating one 
in the business room. 
     If Radiohead creates surprising numbers 
from their work with the “In Rainbows” 
sales format, don’t be surprised if other 
artists don’t do the same thing in the 
future. 

A part-time job should be an effortless way to earn a 
little cash. Instead, Seaholm students battle terrible 
jobs with little reward.

Radiohead’s free album has sold 1.2 
million copies  Photo by Radiohead.com

A summertime favorite for custom-
ers is no fun for employees. Photo by 
Caelan Keenan
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Maples end season with win over 
rival Groves; fall one game short 
of playoffs
Sports Briefs

	 While	the	Seaholm	football	team	failed	to	make	the	playoffs	at	5-4,	
the season still finished on a high note when they dominated rival Groves 
from start to finish in their 31-9 win on October 19th. 
 “It was fantastic to beat Groves,” said senior quarterback Jack No-
ble after the win. “They were all crying; it was funny, but I felt bad. I’m 
bummed football is over forever, but I enjoyed it.”
 
GIRL’S GOLF

Lipa helps lead Maples to second place fin-
ish at States
 The Girls golf team ended their season 
strong with a 2nd place finish in the MHSAA Divi-
sion II State Tournament.  The team was led by ju-
nior Alex Lipa, who individually came in 3rd Place 
at the tournament.  
 “It was a welcome change to play in the 
fall.  It was hard to balance the changes in school 
with the fall season, but I felt that we pulled togeth-
er as a team and our future is bright,” senior Katie 
Lee said.

VOLLEYBALL

Spikers look to carry 
Division tournament success over to 
Districts 
 The girl’s volleyball team has had a strong season, winning six of 
their eight matches to finish the year at 6-2, and going into the OAA Division 
tournament, they felt as though they were one of the strongest teams there.  
 At the tournament, they proved that theory, finishing 3rd in the divi-
sion.  The team is hoping to keep their strong performances going at MH-
SAA Districts on November 1. 
 “The OAA tournament went really well, and we are looking to keep 
that going at Districts,” senior Jess Miller said. “We are ready to prove our-
selves this week, and I think we’ll put up a good fight.”
 The Maples play Southfield in the opening round of the tournament 
at Avondale.

BOY’S SOCCER

Soccer season comes to end with tough loss 
at Avondale
 The boy’s soccer season was filled with high hopes when the season 
started, and for the majority of the year, they lived up to those expectations, 
finishing with a 10-7-2 record.  The Maples kept riding the momentum all 
the way to the MHSAA District Semi-Finals before finally falling to Avon-
dale, 2-0. 
 After beating Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 7-0 in the opening round of 
the playoffs, the Maples caught some tough breaks on the road against the 
Yellow Jackets to end their season. 
 “I thought we had the best team Seaholm had in a long time,” said 
senior captain Mike Butler.  “We just caught a tough break in the playoffs; it 
happens.”

CROSS COUNTRY

Maple squad comes up just short at Re-
gionals, looks forward to States
 The Cross Country team recently finished 2nd in MHSAA Region-
als, which qualified them for the state tournament on November 3rd.  This 
occurred after the team had already come in 3rd Place at the OAA Division 
I.  The team is hoping to keep this momentum going at States.  
 “As a whole we must get top three at regionals to move onto states.  
It will be hard, but it is do-able… most importantly, it will be an emotional 
challenge for all seniors.,” said senior Cae Keenan said.

BOY’S TENNIS

Second straight division title, second place 
finish at States highlights tennis 
season
 The boy’s tennis season finished on a high note when they came in 
2nd Place at the MHSAA Division II State Tournament.  This was the best 
finish for any team at Seaholm. 
 Overall the team finished 6-3 (5-2) 
and won OAA Division I for the second straight 
season. 
 “We succeeded at the state tournament 
because of how we handled our mid-season ad-
versity.  I’m proud of the team,” senior co-cap-
tain Will Stewart said.

BOY’S WATER POLO

Polo will try to get over loss 
to key players in States
 The Boys Water Polo team has been 
strong all season, but it will take some mental 
toughness to keep playing well at the MHSAA State Tournament on Novem-
ber 9 and 10. 
  The team recently lost two players, including Conor Anstett, who 
has mono. 
 “The players and I as a whole are disappointed: in not defeating 
Groves, to secure a spot at States,” junior Alisdair Boyle said.

Sports Briefs compiled by Adam Small and Andrew Green

Taking the Next Step

Andrew Green
Staff Writer

Despite the number of 
collegiate athletes be-
ing in the tens of thou-
sands, most students feel 
as though these athletes 
are worlds better than 
anything they have ever 
seen.  But the truth is that 
many	 of	 these	 athletes	
graduate from Seaholm 
each year.
 “It’s partly ath-
leticism, but the Birming-
ham area can put more 
money into resources 
for their athletic teams, 
and that is why I think 
you see so many top ath-
letes coming out of this 
area,” Afton Delvecchio 
said, who recently made 

Afton Delvecchio had been recruited 
since sophomore year before she 
made her committment to Illinois 
State																Photo Courtesy of Afton Delvecchio

Lauren Acker has had to balance athletics and academics 
while going through the college recruiting process

Photo Courtesy of  Lauren Acker 

Alex Lipa
Photo Courtesy of Elyse Jackson

Will Stewart
Photo Courtesy of Jess Miller

Andrew Green
Staff Writer 

 Among the Seaholm faithful, 
it is very rare that there isn’t a clear cut 
favorite when Michigan and Michigan 
State enter their yearly showdown on 
the gridiron.  However, for the 100th 
meeting of the bitter rivals on Novem-
ber 3, that will be the case, due to both 
teams having up and down seasons.
 For Michigan, the season start-
ed out on a sour note, losing their first 
two weeks of the season to Appalachian 
State and Oregon.  Since then, though, 
they have been a perfect 7-0 and find 
themselves atop the Big Ten standings 
in a dogfight with Ohio State.
 On the other hand, MSU start-
ed out fast and played their best ball of 
the season, starting off 4-0 with a win 
over rival Notre Dame.  The Spartans 
season then took a nose dive as they 
find themselves 5-4 and stuck one win 
away from bowl contention.
 “Michigan State is going to 
win,” sophomore Bennett Thomson 
said.  “The key to the game will be stop-
ping Michael Hart and Michigan’s run-
ning game, but I think the Spartans can 
do that.”
 Indeed, Mike Hart, a senior 
captain of the Wolverines, has been 
their go-to player all season.  He al-
ready holds the all-time Michigan rush-
ing record and has yet to rush for under 
100 yards in any game this season (ex-
cluding Illinois, where he did not play 
due to injury).  He is currently averag-

ing over 150 yards per game and has 12 
rushing touchdowns, bringing him within 
16 of Anthony Thomas’s all-time mark.
 “I don’t care what anyone says,” 
senior Sean Grant said.  “Michigan State 
will not stop Mike Hart.  Nobody has yet 
this season, and nobody is going to in the 
future.  He is too good.”
 As for the Michigan defense, 
they will be facing one of the most under-
rated offenses in the nation. The Spartans 
currently rank 14th nationally in rushing, 
which is thirteen spots higher than Mich-
igan’s rushing attack.
 The Spartans rushing attack is 
a two-headed monster featuring Javon 
Ringer and Jehuu Caulcrick.  This unit 
has combined for 22 touchdowns and 
over 200 yards per game to go along with 
the air attack led by Brian Hoyer.
 As for defenses, both teams 
feature units that have looked strong at 
times and struggled at others.  The prob-
lem for Michigan is that they give up too 
many big plays and have trouble playing 
the entire game with intensity.  As for 
MSU, they have been successful forcing 
turnovers, but have been unable to con-
sistently stop offenses.
 “Michigan has looked weak on 
defense, but I still think that they have 
the upper hand on MSU’s defense.  This 
is the reason I think that Michigan will 
beat those stupid Spartans,” senior Adam 
Small said.
  So, while the outcome of the 
game has yet to be determined, two 
things are for sure.  
 First, Spartan Stadium will be 
loud to the visiting Wolverines for the 
100th meeting.
 Second, with high powered of-
fenses, struggling defenses, and no clear-
cut favorite, the game should be one of 
the most exciting to date.

Students deal with the demands 
of school and  athletics during 
the college recruiting process

COLLEGE FOOTBALL SHOWDOWN

It’s All Even as State, U of M Meet

a verbal commitment to 
Illinois State University 
to play soccer.  This was 
the final step in a process 
that had been continuing 
for a long time.
 S o p h o m o r e 
year is when her recruit-
ment started, and she 
said	that	it	has	been	non-
stop since.
 “It’s been vi-
cious, just insane,” 
Delvecchio said.  “From 
the time I received my 
first letter until the time 
I committed, there was 
constant pressure on 
me, just as with many 
other female soccer 
players.  We are put un-
der more pressure than 
the boys, which is why 
many girls make their 
decisions sooner.”  And 

perhaps she 
is correct, 
b e c a u s e 
most other 
S e a h o l m	
a t h l e t e s ,	
like	football	
and lacrosse 
star Trevor 
Stapleton,	
have yet to 
make their 
decisions.
 “I just 
got back 
from the 
University 
of Denver 
on an offi-
cial visit,” 
Stap le ton	
said.  
 T h i s 
visit was for 
a	 football	

scholarship, but 
Stapleton is being 
recruited for both 
sports by different 
schools, and some 
for both.  Staple-
ton continued by 
saying that his 
top three schools 
include Penn for 
both	 football	 and	
lacrosse, North-
western for foot-
ball, and Lehigh 
for lacrosse.
 F o r 
Stapleton, the re-
cruiting process 
has been a long 
one.  It included 
visiting multiple 
camps, such as 
the US Army All 
American Com-
bine and the Nike 
Blue-chip Camp, 
but it is finally 
starting to near 
an end.  He has a 
November 14 deadline 
to let Denver know if 
he will be attending and 
several other deadlines 
soon thereafter.
 One athlete 
who is nowhere near 
making her decision is 
tennis player Lauren 
Acker.  She is consid-
ering several Division 
III schools on the east 
coast, but is focused on 
her academics.
 “Right now I 
am working hard on my 
academics, because at 
the Division III level, 
you need to get accepted 
into the universities be-
fore you can play sports.  

School and applications 
are my first priority, with 
tennis and recruiting 
a distant third,” Acker 
said.  
 After talking 
to many other athletes 
around the school, this 
seemed to be the general 
feeling by all of them, 
which represents one of 
the reasons that colleges 
have recently become so 
interested in many ath-
letes from Seaholm.
 The graduating 
class of 2007 was one 
of the largest to ever and 
the number of collegiate 
athletes to come out of 
this class follows suit. 
 At the top of 

the list from last year’s 
class, tennis studs Jessi-
ca Young and Casey Cul-
len are on scholarship at 
University of Iowa and 
Western Michigan Uni-
versity, respectively. In 
addition, football players 
Gordon Elson and Reed 
Fenton  both walked 
onto the Western Michi-
gan squad this fall.
 These athletes 
had the way paved for 
them by many previ-
ous classes, and they 
returned the favor by 
doing just that for the 
class of 2008, who hope 
to continue the trend of 
fabulous collegiate ath-
letes.

Spartans look to 
go bowling with 
victory

Jehuu Caulcrick leads the Spartans 
with 16 rushing touchdowns, to go 
along with 553 yards on the ground 
through nine games

Photo Courtesy of Michigan State University

Sophomore wide receiver Mario 
Manningham, who has 51 catches 
for 820 yards and seven touch-
downs, leads an exciting Michigan 
passing game         Photo Courtesy of U of M
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