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Board Meetings 
Result in Protest

   Teacher contracts have 
caused a spark among the 
staff and faculty of not only 
Seaholm, but also the entire 
Birmingham Public Schools 
(BPS) District.
   On September 29 and Octo-
ber 20 at Groves High School, 
BPS teachers protested their 
lack of a contract for the 
2015-2016 school year.
   “We were looking to get a 
fair and equitable contract for 
teachers and para-pros and 
secretaries,” Scott Warrow, 
Birmingham Education Asso-
ciation (BEA) President said.
   Warrow has been a Social 
Studies and English teacher 
at Groves High School for 
nineteen years. He is now 
President of the BEA, a union 
for over 600 Birmingham 
teachers.
   Recently, the School Board 
and the BEA have been debat-
ing over the issue of assigning 
a districtwide salary contract 
for the BPS staff.
   “The school board has 
taken a stonewall approach,” 
Seaholm teacher Scott Craig 
said.
   According to Craig, be-
tween the BEA and the school 
board, little progress was 

   The new documentary Be-
yond Measure, sequel to Race 
to Nowhere, was screened 
in the auditorium by the 
Seaholm Flex program. After 
watching the film, Seaholm 
students led community 
discussions with parents, stu-
dents and educators 
from Seaholm and 
other surrounding 
schools.
   The screening oc-
curred on October 
22. It was originally 
directed by Vikki 
Abeles, who was 
looking to explore 
more innovative 
types of learning. 
   Her focus? Student involve-
ment in educational reform.
   “Students have to be part of 
the design team for new edu-
cational formats,” Abeles said.
   According to Abeles, new 
educational reform is the best 
way to implement real change 
in the public education sys-
tem through the learners.
   The documentary explores 
many different public schools 
that through student and 
teacher initiative have created 
a new approach to learning.
   “They went out to find high 
schools that were doing some-
thing differently,” flex teacher 

being made. 
Negotia-
tions took 
place over 

a number of 
months.

   The previous 
con- tract for 
BPS Staff, which 
ex- pired June 
30, 2015, had 

not been renewed. Birming-
ham teachers and staff asked 
for negotiations to begin in 
September of 2014, according 
to Warrow.
   Instead, negotiations for 
a new contract didn’t begin 
until April, and they were 

only partially resolved at the 
board meeting on September 

29. 
   For the entirety 
of the month of 
September, and 
almost the com-
plete month of 

October, 
the teachers 
were work-
ing without 
a formal 
contract.
   How-
ever, the 
complete 
contract 
has still not 
been ful-
filled, Craig 
believes 
any agree-
ment for 
the teach-
ers cannot 
come soon 

enough.
   “We are 
all really 
fed up,” 

Craig said.
   The frustration of the 
teachers is what led to the 
protest. Teachers from both 
BPS and neighboring com-
munities came to show their 
support of Birmingham 

Beyond Measure Attracts 
Students and Faculty
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Teachers protest outside of Groves High School 
during a board meeting.
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Robin Moten said.
   At these schools, as dem-
onstrated through the movie, 
there is a push for project 
based curricula and collab-
orative learning.
   Students at the screening 
voiced the opinion that the 
school system is currently 
more focused on individual 
effort and the standardization 

of learning, stunting creative 
growth from a very young age.
   “The school system should 
be individually tailored to 
different types of learners, but 
the problem is how do you 
scale that on a three-million-
person population?” Peter Jo-
elson, father of two Seaholm 
students said. “It just seems 
impossible.”
   According to Abeles, it’s also 
not something that can be 
changed over night. 
   “Change is a process,” 
Abeles said.
   However, there are certain 
steps any student can take at 
any given moment in order 

to take charge of their own 
education.
   “It starts with a conversa-
tion with your parents, with 
your teachers, with your 
school leaders,” Abeles said.
   According to Beyond Mea-
sure, health for young adults 
is becoming a major issue in 
society today. This exponen-
tial rise in depression can be 

partially attributed to the 
success-hungry environ-
ment kids are exposed to 
seven hours a day, five 
days a week.
   Children are constantly 
racing towards ever-
elusive success in the 
form of test scores, grade 
points, and acceptance 
letters, as highlighted in 

the documentary.
   “And to what end?” Moten 
said while addressing the 
viewers of the film.
   This success driven environ-
ment is perhaps even more 
heightened in Birmingham, a 
community in which achieve-
ment is very clearly defined. 
   “This issue is probably more 
prevalent to upper middle 
class communities,” Moten 
said. “It hits a school like 
Seaholm pretty hard.”
   In a school where ninety-
nine percent of students 
continue attend a college or 
university after high school, 
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   Fake IDs have been rising 
in popularity  at Seaholm. Ac-
cording to a survey conducted 
by the Highlander, 60% of 
survey respondents either had 
a fake ID themselves or knew 
someone who does. 
   One Seaholm upperclass-
man, who asked to remain 
anonymous in this article for 
fear of legal repercussions, 
has a fake ID. The student 
uses it exclusively to purchase 
alcohol and get into bars on 
occasion. 
   “I heard about a big group 
of people getting them, and 
I asked to be put into the 
group,” the student said. 
“Then I paid $100 and got 
two identical fake IDs.”
   Buyers are given two fake 
IDs when they purchase 
theirs so that they have an 
extra copy if they get it taken 
away. Despite the hefty price 
tag, the student said that 
money wasn’t really a factor 
in their decision.
   “I think it’s priceless, 
honestly,” the student said. 
“If you have a job, you have 
$100. I think they [the people 
who produce the IDs] could 
charge whatever they wanted, 
and people would still buy 
them for the independence of 
having one.”
   The student did not know 
the person who provided 
them with the fake ID, and 
said that there were multiple 
middlemen in the chain from 
producer to consumer. They 
were not even sure where 
exactly the ID originally came 
from. 
   “If I hadn’t been put in this 
group, I would have just gone 
online to get one,” the student 
said. “There’s a ton of web-
sites and they’re reliable.”
   The student says that one of 
the best decisions they made 

about the fake ID was using 
their real birthday (except the 
year), real name and  own pic-
ture. This way, she said, she 
could easily remember the 
information on her ID if she 
was ever quizzed by a bouncer 
or someone at a store.
   “I just made everything 
as real as I could,” the stu-
dent said. “I went 
online and found a 
real address just in 
case they wanted 
to look it up.”
   The student said 
that they didn’t 
plan on getting a 
fake ID until she 
wanted indepen-
dence in pur-
chasing her own 
drinks.
   “It was on a 
whim, sort of 
a spur-of-the-
moment thing,” 
the student said. 
“I wanted one so 
that I could buy 
for myself and not 
have to rely on 
anyone else to do it 
for me, and to have 
the choice to go to 
bars with my older 
friends.”
   The student said 
that they also use 
the ID to drink on 
family trips, since they are 
one of the few who cannot 
legally drink. They added 
that their parents know about 
their fake ID and are fine with 
them having it, and they use it 
to drink with them.
   “I have never been ques-
tioned with it,” the student 
said. “Every time I’ve been 
carded, it worked.” 
   The student says they get 
plenty of use out of it and are 
happy with their decision to 
get one. 
   “I’ve used it almost ev-
ery weekend since I got it a 
couple of weeks before school 

started,” the student said. “I 
buy [alcohol] for my friends 
a lot.”
   Although the student says 
that most of their friends 
have fake IDs, they are usual-
ly the one to buy the alcohol. 
The student mostly has used 
it at liquor stores to buy for 
parties and small gatherings, 

but thinks that they will use 
it more at bars when summer 
comes along and friends are 
home from college. 
   “It’s not hard to get alcohol 
[without a fake],” the student 
said. “You could just text the 
right person.”
   The student says that even 
though it was easy to get al-
cohol before, it is even easier 
now. 
   “Even though I could get 
it [alcohol] before, I got a 
fake because I just don’t like 
depending on people,” they 
said. “Some people think that 
it’s not worth the risk, and 

that’s totally understandable, 
but to me it’s worth it.”
   When it comes to the risks 
associated with having a fake, 
the student says s/he “tries 
not to think about it.”
   “I know it’s a felony to have 
a fake ID,” the student said. 
“Every time I hand it over 
my hands start to shake and 

I think ‘this could 
go really wrong’, but then it 
goes right. It’s scary every 
time.”
   However, according to Com-
mander Scott Grewe of the 
Birmingham Police Depart-
ment this is not the case.
   “Just possessing a fake ID, 
whether it be a state driver’s 
license or a state ID card, is a 
misdemeanor,” Grewe said, 
“which does have a potential 
of up to a year in jail and a 
$2,000 fine. For someone 
who sells with intent to de-
liver, however, the fines and 
jail time would only go up 

from there.”
   Grewe has been on the force 
for 17 years and has never 
seen a call about a fake ID. 
   “They typically don’t get 
called in, and I’ve haven’t 
seen one my entire career,” 
Grewe said. 
   While Grewe states that 
most of the time when people 

are caught 
at bars 
or liquor 
stores, the 
person 
checking 
IDs just 
confis-
cates the 
card. He 
says that 
the most 
com-
mon way 
people get 
caught is 
when they 
get pulled 
over and 
an officer 
sees it in 
their wal-
let when 
they are 
looking 
for their 
real ID. 
   “A lot of 
the time 
they get 
caught 

because an officer who has 
pulled them over sees it when 
they are flipping through their 
stuff to get out their license 
and the officer inquires fur-
ther,” Grewe said. 
   Grewe says that most of the 
“fake” IDs that he sees are 
actually real, but are a family 
member’s, usually an other 
sister or brother, old, expired 
ID. 
   When it comes to kids at 
parties, the consequences 
involve a larger amounts of 
Minors In Possessions (MIPs) 
than the confiscation of the 

fake IDs.
   “When we come to a party 
or give MIPs, we don’t really 
look to see if there was a fake 
ID involved,” Grewe said. 
“The only way we would know 
that a fake was involved is if 
the person just comes up to us 
and tells us, which people who 
have broken the law aren’t 
usually inclined to do.”
   Grewe said that it would be 
a lot of work to find out if a 
fake ID was used for a rela-
tively small crime. 
   “At the point where we are 
giving MIPs, it’s really just 
about getting people home 
safe,” Grewe said.
   Owners of grocery and con-
venience stores have updated 
their technology to detect fake 
IDs more often.
   “We used to hand-check the 
IDs by age, but the comput-
ers do all the work now,” K.C. 
Cavanaugh, who works in the 
office of Market Square in 
Birmingham, said.
   Cavanaugh said that Market 
Square takes advantage of 
their ability to refuse service 
to anyone when it comes to 
not being certain if an ID is 
real or not. 
   “Sometimes if the girls at the 
checkout aren’t sure we tell 
them to ask for a couple other 
pieces of ID, like credit cards 
or other official forms of ID,” 
Cavanaugh said. 
   Market Square’s computer 
system doesn’t let customers 
purchase alcohol without giv-
ing proper ID. 
   “It won’t let the transaction 
complete without putting ID 
in the computer,” Cavanaugh 
said. 
   When the cashiers at Market 
Square suspect someone has 
a fake ID, they simply refuse 
service to that person. 
   While the popularity of fake 
IDs remains high, the associ-
ated risks continue to live on 
as well. 
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The Future is Now
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   The Future is now. Literally.      
In the film Back to the Future 
II, Marty McFly and Doctor 
Emmett Brown traveled from 
1985 to October 21, 2015, 
and the world today can be 
compared with what they pre-
dicted way back when.
   The 1985 movie playwright 
pictured 2015 with flying 
cars, hover boards and nu-
merous high tech inventions. 
The real 2015 may have a 
flying car and hover board, 
but they are definitely not 
frequently seen or used.  
   Principal Rachel Quinn was 
a 20-year-old student in Ann 
Arbor at the University of 
Michigan when she first saw 
Back to the Future II. She and 
her friends made sure to see 
it the day that it came out. 
   “For the hover board, I 
didn’t really believe that 
could happen, but I did think 
flying cars,” Guinn said. “We 
have a plane, we have a car. 
I thought that we should be 
able to get there, so I am sur-
prised we haven’t seen more 

of that.” 
   In the movie, Marty Mc-
Fly comes across multiple 
high-tech inventions. These 
inventions exist in present 
day society, 
but they are 
a rare find.                                          
However, 
many compa-
nies are de-
veloping new 
products to 
try and match 
or surpass the 
technologies 
in the film.
   Lexus 
recently came 
out with a 
new hover 
board, the 
Slide. Accord-
ing to Lexus’s 
website, the 
  Slide uses 
a combina-
tion of liquid 
nitrogen, magnets and super-
conductors. 
   According to a few profes-
sional skateboarders, Lexus’ 
hover board is hard to master 
or even learn basic skills.  
   The company Terrafugia 

crafts flying cars. Their first 
invention was the Transition.              
According to Terrafugia’s 
website, it is considered the, 
“first practical flying car”. 

   The car is meant to drive on 
the highway and fit into your 
single car garage, but also 
be able to fly in and out of 
airports.
   The film’s bully, Griff, 
sports bionic implants that 

are meant to enhance his 
muscles.  Now today we do 
not have muscle-enhancing 
bionic implants but we do 
have wearable technology that 

resembles the implants. To-
day we have the Apple Watch, 
Fitbit, and Samsung Gear to 
help keep track and improve 
our health and strength. 
   When Marty McFly and his 
girlfriend find their future 

home of 2015. Before enter-
ing, they encounter a thumb-
print recognition lock. This 
is similar to our fingertip 
passcode lock on the iPhone 

5 and 6. 
   McFly’s daughter of his 2015 
life, owns a pair of virtual 
reality glasses where she takes 
and makes phone calls. They 
are not common, but Sam-

sung does have a product 
similar to these. They have 
come out with the Samsung 
Gear VR Glasses that allows 
to immerse into video games 
and movies. 
   With the busy schedule of 
Marty McFly’s 2015 self, he 
doesn’t have time to prepare a 
home cooked meal every night 
for his family. No worries, 
they have a food hydrator that 
can take a small-dehydrated 
pizza and change it into a full-
sized regular pizza. Now noth-
ing like this seems to exist in 
the real 2015.
   Obviously we don’t see fly-
ing cars when we look up at 
the sky or see large amounts 
of kids riding hover boards in 
town. Back to the Future II 
predicted the correct inven-
tions, but may have over shot 
the need for the inventions in 
everyday life. 
   “Its not that there haven’t 
been advancements,” history 
teacher Charles Passarelli 
said. “Just the advancements 
that they picked for enter-
tainment value are not really 
needed in the Western Civili-
zation.” 
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GSA Holds Ally Week
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   Seaholm’s Gender Sexual-
ity Alliance (GSA) hung up a 
chain of what is estimated to 
be over 100 signatures linked 
together to symbolize allies of 
the LGBTQ+ community.
   The chain was created out-
side of the auditorium doors 
and hung on September 28. 
   The chain remained linked 
through October 2, and the 
week was officially known as 
Ally Week.
   Simonne Willis, president 
of GSA, believes the chain 
will make an impact on the 
way students and faculty at 
Seaholm stand up against 
bullying.
   “Ally week was attempts 
to draw attention together 
LGBTQ allies, highlight and 
encourage their participation 
in standing up against bully-
ing against LGBTQ youth,” 
Willis said.
   The Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network 

started Ally Week in 2005. 
   Though it was considered 
in the club at Seaholm, GSA 
never put together the event 
before this year.
   “There are different activi-
ties that schools do,” Wil-
lis said, “but the chain link 
is something I made up by 
myself.”
   The chain encompassed 
many activities in order to get 
started and sparked involve-
ment among different parts 
of Seaholm. GSA took to the 
lunchroom in order to ask for 
signatures. 
   “We all went around and 
we asked people what their 
views were and if they were 
cool with LGBTQ+ people,” 
sophomore Cece Trella said, 
“and they would sign the little 
sheets.”
   Conversation began once 
the slips were handed out. 
This was exactly what Wil-
lis and the other members of 
GSA were hoping for.
   “With this kind of thing it 
needs to be more proactive 
than just hanging up a few 
pieces of paper on the wall, 

you know?,” Willis said. “Our 
most important goal [in GSA] 
is to educate because igno-
rance is a result of a lack of 
education about things.”
   Students weren’t afraid to 
show their support for the 
idea. Junior Maddie Bautz, 
vice president of GSA, was 
amazed at the response from 
the Seaholm community.
   “Everyone we asked to sign 
it was super into the idea,” 
Bautz said. “It just fell into 
place really well.”
   Along with the positive 
feedback during the festivi-
ties, there are still people who 
compliment the idea and 
the student involvement it 
entailed. From posters to 
announcements, GSA got the 
word out.
   The club is currently un-
dergoing the development of 
a follow up activity, an Ally 
Workshop.
   “We’re hoping for it to be 
open to both teachers and 
students so we can inform 
them on gender identities and 
sexualities and how better to 
talk about certain things in 

class so that everyone feels 
included,” Willis said.
   That sense of inclusion is 
what drives Ally Week. GSA 
wanted to physically portray 
the support existing already in 
Seaholm.
   “Showing a visual rep-
resentation of the support 
we have is a good thing for 
students who aren’t out, who 
are conflicted on whether 
they should come out or feel 
uncomfortable,” Willis said. 
“It was a really nice image 
seeing everyone holding the 
chain link, walking down to 
the auditorium hallway.”
   As the aftermath dwindles 
and conversations shift from 
social issues back to their 
egularly scheduled gossip, the 
banner of allies remains hung 
and Ally Week’s legacy lives 
on.
   “There’s still that visual 
representation,” Bautz said. 
“People still talk about it. It’s 
more than just a sentence. 
You’ve just got to keep talking 
about it.”

Debateable
   The Flexible Scheduling 
Program’s Honors Govern-
ment class and the Advanced 
Placement US Government 
classes huddled together in 
the auditorium to view the 
Democratic Debate on CNN.
   The debate and viewing took 
place on October 13, and the 
live viewing captivated stu-
dents from both classes.
   “A lot of the kids who went 
just went for the extra credit, 
but stayed because they were 
genuinely enjoying it,” AP US 
Government student Abby 
Bernard said.
   In the AP US government 
class the general incentive to 
go was a couple of extra credit 
points. However once the 
conversation started flowing 
the urge to 
stay became 
real as 
people 
began voic-
ing their 
opinions.
   “I liked 
that a lot of 
kids got involved,” Bernard 
said.
   Impromptu discussion 
erupted in the crowd. Wheth-
er it was cheering or booing 
the debaters or side conver-
sations discussing policy, 
students made an effort to 
discuss the issues.
   The teachers also created a 
hashtag to follow the debates 
via twitter where the students 
could post their opinions or 
any questions they may have 
had.
   “Everyone was tweeting 
summarizing it [the debate],” 
Bernard said.
   Highlander staff were also 
present and keeping the 
Seaholm community updated 
using the live tweet hashtag 
#Highlanderlive. 
   As for the debates, students 
and faculty alike agreed that 
not much was different than 
the Republican debates.
   “The debates were much 
more boring than the republi-
can debates,” AP US Govern-
ment student Bernard Helm-
tag said.
   The debate seemed to be 
almost the opposite of the 
republican debates. This de-
bate did not feature any of the 
verbal slams hosted by the re-
publicans. Students believed 
this debate would be marked 
by agreement on the issues 
and a friendlier environment.
   AP US Government student 
Lane Griffiths thought the 
debate was lively, but not as 
heated or as informative as 
the republican debate.
   The leading democratic can-
didates Bernie Sanders and 
Hillary Clinton had nothing 
to gain, but everything to lose 
going into the debate. Fellow 
candidates Jim Webb and 
   Lincoln Chafee looked to 
gain ground in a political race 

that continues to widen it’s 
gap. 
   The debate opened with 
a highlight tape of political 
propaganda. Heroic angles 
of Hillary Clinton defend-
ing herself in a verbal forum, 
followed by filtered film of 
Bernie Sanders expressing his 
political views to the tune of 
patriotic music were some of 
the examples.
   The cameras would later cut 
in to the main debate floor. 
From left to right the stage 
was set up with Jim Webb, 
Bernie Sanders, Hillary Clin-
ton, Martin O’ Malley, and 
Lincoln Chafee.
   After a humbling national 
anthem the candidates were 
off to the races with the de-
bate.
   One of the first topics was 
climate change.

   “We 
must 
square 
our 
shoulders 
to climate 
change,” 
O’Malley 
said.

   This theme would be pres-
ent throughout the debates, 
as candidates would keep 
circling back to the topic, very 
much unlike the republican 
debates where the subject was 
not even discussed.
   After the laborious topic 
of environment and climate 
change Chafee would drop a 
one liner that would blow up 
on the Wide World Web.
   “Block of Granite,” Chafee 
said in reference to himself. 
This reference was humor-
ous only due to the context in 
which it was said.
   Bernie Sanders referenced 
Syria as a “quagmire in a 
quagmire.” Hillary would tip 
toe around the issue instead 
of taking an approach.
   However, Clinton obviously 
came prepared for Benghazi. 
However, Hillary would have 
a blunder when she expressed 
pride that there are and were 
no ground troops in Libya at 
the time of the attacks. 
   The moderator, Anderson 
Cooper, reminded Hillary that 
lives were lost as a result of 
that. 
   Clinton would be kept silent.
   While there was no promi-
nent winner of the debate, 
spectators did have their own 
opinions of who stuck out.
   “Bernie Sanders impressed 
me most,” AP US Govern-
ment teacher Barbara Harte 
said. “He was the only one 
that struck me as being totally 
above board. I didn’t sense his 
answers were constructed to 
give him a political advantage 
but rather they were con-
structed to inform and allow 
people to make their own 
decisions.” 
   The remaining Republican 
candidates debate again on 
Tuesday, November 10, which 
will be broadcasted on Fox.

Brendan Knight
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Screening 
Cont. from page 1

success is very narrowly seen 
through an NHS acceptance, 
a 4.0 GPA, and an array of 
Advanced Placement classes.
   “Most parents around here 
have a very narrow view 
about what success looks 
like for their child,” Jennifer 
Rivera, twenty-year educator 
for public schools in Michi-
gan and a Groves alum said.
   However, there are always 
brave dissenters. Elizabeth 
Joelson, a Seaholm parent of 
two, likes to encourage her 
kids to be whatever they want 
to be, without letting num-
bers define them.
   “You can be anything you 
want to be, and with any 
grade, if you’ve got the confi-
dence and the drive to do it,” 
Elizabeth Joelson said.
   While admirable, in a com-
munity like Seaholm High 
School, Joelson’s take is 
generally the outlying view, 
as opposed to the norm.
   “And in this neighborhood, 
that’s dangerous,” Rivera 
said. 
   Although Seaholm students 
are riddled with opportuni-
ties and privileges that are 
not granted just anywhere, 
they are also plagued with a 
different kind of hardship.
   “If you go to Seaholm, go to 
Groves, it’s assumed you’ve 
got it made,” Moten said.
   However, students and fac-
ulty believe that isn’t always 
the case.
   Seaholm sophomore Kate 
Rogers went to the viewing 
of the documentary with her 
father.
   Rogers is only fifteen years 
old, but is already thinking 
about plans after high school. 

She said that she has already 
started prepping her resume, 
and has felt stress about get-
ting into the schools of her 
choice.
   Upon her father hearing 
this, he expressed surprise. 
   “Well, it’s easy to get caught 
up in,” Rogers said, “espe-
cially when there are a lot of 
expectations.”
   Rogers isn’t the only one 
either.
   Matthew Hermann, a junior 
at Seaholm, came to the view-
ing of the documentary as 
well.
   Although he does partici-
pate in activities for his own 
personal growth, he admits 
to joining some school com-
munities, such as NHS, just 
for the prestige. This prestige 
will give him an edge when it 
comes time for college admis-
sions.
   “To be honest, I only actu-
ally heard about this docu-
mentary screening through 
NHS,” Hermann said.
   Abeles does not condone the 
pursuit of clubs and positions 
solely for the purpose of get-
ting into a dream school.
   “I don’t believe in building a 
college resume,” Abeles said. 
“You’re in high school now. 
Do things you’re interested in, 
pursue things you’re passion-
ate about.”
   The narrow-minded, num-
ber oriented definition of suc-
cess in the American school 
system that shuns passion is 
just one of many problems 
that has recently gained pub-
lic attention.
   “It’s really easy for people to 
feel overwhelmed by the enor-
mity of issues we’re facing in 

education,” Abeles said.
   However, change must start 
somewhere, and it could start 
in a single student.
   “If you make a change today 
in the way that you approach 
your education, in the way 
you access that learning, 
you’ve just changed education 
for yourself,” Abeles said.
   According to Abeles, stu-
dents have a greater say in 
education than they know, 
according to Abeles.
   “You can certainly bring to-
gether a group of likeminded 
students at your school and-
come up with initiative that 
you’d like to experiment with, 
all on your own,” Abeles said.
   Although student involve-
ment was a main theme in the 
documentary, teacher initia-
tive is just as important.
   Teachers are always looking 
to improve the lives of their 
students, according to Moten 
and fellow teachers.
   “I’m a proud teacher,” Mo-
ten said.
   The road to change may be 
simpler than a single educa-
tor may think.
   “If you change what you 
do in your classroom, you 
change education for all the 
children in that classroom,” 
Abeles said, “you’ve just 
changed education.”
   The end goal is to get away 
from the success oriented 
mindset, and get back to 
learning for the sake of 
knowledge, as opposed to the 
sake of the grade. Because a 
system based on testing has 
many different disadvantages 
in the minds of students and 
teachers, the primary of 
which being losing kids who 
feel inept based off of a single 
score.
   “That [the educational 

system] leaves some people 
behind,” Peter Joelson said. 
“Some people excel in it, some 
people don’t.”
   He believes that the solution 
may lie in a more localized 
approach to education, one 
in which it is realized that 
every student is different, and 
excels in different ways.
   So what is ultimately the 
purpose of education? 
   “The goal of education is to 
create a group of individuals 
who can fit into society, how-
ever that looks,” Rivera said.
   And in order to accomplish 
this, we must recognize the 
individualized strengths and 
weaknesses of each student.
   “We need to allow people 
choice,” Rivera said.
   Allowing that choice doesn’t 
necessarily mean completely 
halting standardized educa-
tion, it is simply a way to 
allow students to eventually 
branch off based on their own 
personal interests and goals.
   “You build a foundation of 
education, then you let kids 
gravitate to what they want,” 
Peter Joelson said.
   American educators will find 
a new sort of success, and one 
more applicable to real world 
problems and solutions.
   “The one size fits all doesn’t 
work for everyone because 
none of us are the same exact 
size,” Rivera said.
   This personalization of 
education will not be possible 
without the real leaders of 
that education: the students.
   “We want to bring student 
voice into the process of 
defining learning experiences 
that you feel connected with, 
and that connect to a greater 
purpose,” Abeles said.

“A lot of kids went for 
the extra credit, but 
stayed because they 

were enjoying it.”
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TEDx Comes to Detroit
Kayla Lang
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Four Seaholm students at-
tended the TEDx event that 
came to the Fox Theater in 
Detroit. The event was an ef-
fort to spread new ideas and 
introduce new innovations to 
the surrounding community. 
   The TedX event is part con-
ference, part expo, and part 
festival. Numerous speakers 
attended and each had a 
short block of time to 
share their idea. The 
speakers ranged from 
artists to entrepreneurs. 
   The TEDx program 
stems from the 
popular non-
profit program 
that is devoted to 
spreading ideas 
in the form of 
short talks. TED. 
TED talks cover 
almost all topics in 
over 100 languages. 
The goal of both 
TED and TEDx is to 
spread “ideas worth 
spreading”. The 
TEDx branch of the 
nonprofit organiza-
tion supports indi-
viduals who would 
like to create a TED-like event 
in their own community. 
   According to the TEDxDe-
troit website, TEDx came to 
Detroit because creative arts 
and business startups thrive 
in Detroit. 
   “Detroit is where the you, 
bright, creative and entrepre-
neurial are making it hap-
pen,” said the website. 
   Fox Theater welcomed over 
thirty speakers and perform-
ers that pitched their new 
ideas and shared their artistic 
ability. Among these numer-
ous speakers were a group of 
entrepreneurs and innova-
tors. 
   This group brought their 
brand new ideas to the table 
that they hoped would inspire 

others to join in or come up 
with an idea of their own.  
       One of these entrepre-
neurs was Tara Reed, whose 
main idea was making apps 
without having to write a 
single code. She mentioned 
that her goal was to convince 
regular individuals that they 
can also make apps without 
having the knowledge of cre-
ating code. 
   Also among these entre-
preneurs was University of 
Detroit High School student, 
Alden Kane. He 
intro- duced 
his new 
invention of a 
wheelchair stroller. 

This invention is intended to 
allow individuals who are in 
a wheelchair to transport and 
take care of their newborn 
easier. He encouraged the 
audience to improve the lives 
of others through science and 
service. 
   Other groups came to share 
their new, innovative ideas 
as well including those who 
aimed to bring controversial 
issues to light. 
   One of these speakers was 
comedian, Amer Zahr. He told 
his story of the being an Arab-
American. 
   “I am here to tell the Arab 
American story,” Zahr said. 
“I want people to know that 
we are just like everyone else, 
despite what happens in the 

media, news and the movies.” 
   Zahr has spoken and 
performed as a comedian all 
across the country and around 
the world. This was his first 
Ted talk. 
   “ There is no better place to 
tell my story than in Detroit, 
because it is the capital of 
Arab America,” Zahr said. 
   Musicians also made an 
appearance in Fox Theater 
along with the inventors and 
speakers. 
   Among these musicians 

were born and raised indi-
viduals of Detroit including 
Alicia Michili, America’s 
Got Talent Semi Finalist 
performed her original 

Heartbeat to the crowd. 
A group by the name 

of Shelby 5 started 
off the event by 
singing the Nation-
al Anthem. 
   In between the 
sessions of speak-
ers and perfor-
mances, TEDx was 
put into action in 
Hockeytown Café. 
Here you could find 

a convention of com-
panies and programs 

also trying to spread 
their ideas. There were 
science demonstrations 

along with interactive demon-
strations. 
   News reporters, investors, 
supporters of speakers and 
people looking to be inspired 
all attended TEDx in Detroit. 
Julie Metea was an individual 
who attended in support of 
her boss, Raj Paul. 
   “I was laughing and crying 
and I wasn’t expecting that,” 
Metea said. “This is pretty 
special.” 
   The event covered all range 
of emotions, but it’s main goal 
was to inspire those to spread 
their own ideas. 
   “The innovation that TED 
itself inspires in a community 
was my favorite part” senior 
Peter Peterson, who attended 
the event, said.

Emagine That
Conor Ryan
Web Editor
shshighlanderweb@gmail.com

   All it took was one particu-
lar viewing of The Intern, on 
October 4, to push all unsu-
pervised minors out of the 
new Birmingham Emagine 
Palladium. 
   Two particular customers 
included in the half-dozen 
teens depicted in a recent De-
troit Free Press article, 
described the new rule 
that all minors cannot 
attend a movie at the 
   Birmingham Emagine 
Palladium unsupervised 
as “unfair and unneces-
sary.” 
   These two customers 
are in fact Seaholm soph-
omores. They agreed to 
be interviewed for this 
article on the condition 
that they remain anony-
mous.
   The teens say they 
“never thought “going to the 
theater to see a movie with 
some buddies”, would affect 
an entire community.
   Student one described it 
as “just a “normal Saturday 
night, until an usher named 
   “Mitchell… started to tell 
patrons of the theater to put 
their phones away”. 
   “Around fifty minutes into 
the movie, student two, who 
just arrived, was told by a dif-
ferent Emagine employee that 

“he could sneak into theater 
one because they were 
no longer selling tickets”, as 
the movie was in progress.
   Shortly after student two 
snuck in, the group was con-
fronted by the steward Mitch-
ell once again for making 
noise. At this time, “Mitchell 
asked for student two’s ticket, 
another group member subtly 
tried to slip student two his 
own ticket, but was busted by 

Mitchell” student one said. 
   Student two and the group 
member who tried to pass off 
his ticket were then kicked 
out and profanities were said 
to the steward by one of the 
exiting group members.
   Student one was not kicked 
out at that time.  
   However, 30 minutes later, 
about an hour and forty min-
utes into the movie, student 
one rejoined student two as 
he was kicked out for disrupt-

ing other patrons, along with 
the rest of the group. 
  This incident prompted 
Emagine co-founder Paul 
Glantz, to institute a new 
rule barring unaccompanied 
minors from the theater.
   This “tough love” approach 
may expand to all Emagine 
franchises in the near future 
according to the Detroit Free 
Press. 
   While the teens admit they 

made the 
movie less 
enjoyable 
for the rest 
of the movie 
goers that 
evening “to 
an extent”, 
student one 
believes the 
new rule to 
be “genuine-
ly perverse”.
   Student 
one made it 
apparent to 

this reporter that he is “sorry 
for what he has done and for 
the stringent rule the Emag-
ine owners have bestowed 
upon the adolescent Birming-
ham community.”
   Student two thought it was 
the Emagine employee’s 
fault for telling him to go in, 
stating “I was just following 
orders”.
   As for the under 18 commu-
nity “you can go to a different 
theater.”

Maple Treehouse
Annamarie Wehby
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Rachel Herster
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Resurrected candy sales 
with only some regulation 
and the birth of an upper-
classman lounge has made 
way through the Maple Tree. 
The new lounge, named The 
Maple Treehouse, is located 
inside The Maple Tree. It is 
open Monday through Friday 
during both lunches and is ac-
cessible to juniors and seniors 
only. 
   The Treehouse is not the 
only change; two days a week 
(Tuesday and Friday) candy 
sales have returned due to 
change in the state of Michi-
gan’s dietary regulations.
   The roots of The Maple 
Treehouse stem from par-
ent comments, as principal 
Rachel Guinn stated. 
   According to Guinn, parents 
asked, “Where can they [ju-
niors and seniors] go that at 
least makes them feel a little 
bit like they’ve got the same 
type of privilege that a junior 
or senior who is able to leave 
campus?”
   Students in Seaholm’s retail 
management class brain-
stormed with the teacher, 
Michael Munaco, to manifest 
the idea.  

   Munaco believes The Maple 
Treehouse is an entertaining 
and useful area for students.
   “It’s in The Maple Tree. 
It’s separated. We have bean 
bag chairs, we have a Wii, we 
have Netflix hooked up, we 
have tables if you just want to 
study, we have phone char-
gers in there,” Munaco said. 
“We’re trying to make it so 
that people are going to want 
to come. So far it hasn’t done 
too well yet, but we’re still try-
ing to make it grow.”  
   The opinions of retail 
management students have 
been unanimously positive 
for students of all ages despite 
the low turnout.
   “I think that’s a good idea 
for all the kids that don’t 
know where to go during 
lunch or that don’t have 
a parking pass to go out,” 
Hunter Williams, a retail 
management student, said.
   Seasonal preference seemed 
to be a factor in the opinion 
of students without a parking 
pass.  
   “I would use it more towards 
the winter because then it’s 
going to be more of a pain to 
walk to my car,” junior John 
Karimpour, a student without 
a parking pass, said. 
   According to Munaco, the 
expensive entertainment op-
tions (Wii, Xbox, etc.) were 
a result of prior economic 
success. 

   “All of our profits that we 
make go right back into the 
school store. So we did pretty 
well last year and we’re start-
ing off pretty good this year as 
well,” Munaco said.
   The reason for the good 
start to the year is in part 
thanks to the return of candy 
sales on Tuesdays and Fridays 
according to Munaco. Unlike 
the attendance at The Maple 
Treehouse, candy sales have 
been notably successful.
   “I just showed my class the 
numbers and so far we’re 
skyrocketing it in the candy 
sales,” Munaco said.
   As of July of this year, the 
state of Michigan has permit-
ted two fundraisers per week 
that are out of the regulations 
on sweets. Guinn granted 
both of those days to The 
Maple Tree.
   On the more bitter days of 
the week, “We’re able to sell 
diet soda, whole grain Cheez-
Its, etc. 
   Any normal food we’re 
pretty much not allowed to 
sell,” Munaco said
   The balance between health 
and sugar has been appreci-
ated by Hunter Williams.
   “Even though it’s only two 
days a week I almost feel like 
it’s smarter that way because 
then kids can be healthy but 
then they also get time have 
sweets,” Williams said.

Crimes of the Heart
Tessa Banks
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

   Every year, Seaholm puts on 
a fall play. It is much smaller 
than the spring musical, and 
there is no singing in the pro-
duction. With a smaller group 
of people to lend a  hand, the 
fall play production crew has 
more responsibilities than 
ever before.
   This year, there are two stu-
dent directors, seniors Peter 
Peterson and Hannah Wong. 
Peterson and Wong are also 
the co-presidents of the 
school’s ITS, or International 
Thespian Society chapter. 
   “I basically direct when Mr. 
Szalkowski [the staff director] 
is not in the room,” Peterson 
said. “And when he is in the 
room, it’s more of a partner-
ship between him, myself, 
and Hannah Wong.”
   Their duties as student 
directors include helping 
with blocking (how the actors 
move on stage), give ideas 
on how to play a scene, and 
give “encouragement” as they 
direct, as Peterson phrases it. 
   “I try not to give them their 
ideas,” Peterson said. “I try to 
let them come about them on 
their own.”
   Peterson is also an ac-
tor who is very active in 
Seaholm’s theater commu-
nity. He has acted in the fall 
play for the past two years, 
but wanted to try something 
different for his final year. 
   “I thought, because I chose 
the play, it would be a bit 
immoral to cast myself in it,” 
Peterson said. “So I felt more 
comfortable stepping back 
and directing.”
   Peterson said that he is 
directing the play both for 
fun and for the betterment of 
Seaholm’s theater unofficial 
department. 
   “It’s just a blast,” Peterson 
said.
   This year’s play, Crimes of 

the Heart, is a character-driv-
en drama about three sisters 
in the 
   South who are brought 
together due to their grandfa-
ther being in a coma. 
   “When they do come togeth-
er, all of their old personal 
issue come to light,” Peterson 
said. “It’s a very cathartic 
play. There’s some tragedy, 
but it’s a dark comedy so 
there’s lots of humor.”
   Peterson believes that the 
most interesting thing about 
the play is the fact that it is 
being put on by high school 
students instead of hired 
directors.
   “It’s a really mature play,” 
Peterson said. “It deals with 
mature issues. For example, 
one of the characters has a 
shrunken ovary, and it’s a bit 
of a hurdle for a teenager to 
play that as something real-
istic - the fear of never being 
able to settle down because 
she can’t have kids.”
   Peterson thinks that he is 
asking a lot of the cast as a 
director, but is really excited 
to see it all come to life. 
   “One of the reasons I picked 
the play was because it was 
absolutely weird for high 
schoolers to be putting on,” 
Peterson said. “If our lack of 
a theater department is going 
to be known for anything, it 
might as well be interesting 
plays.”
   Hannah Wong, Peterson’s 
fellow student director, has 
also been a part of the theater 
community. She has been 
a part of one acts, fall play, 
and musical for four years. 
This year, she wanted to step 
behind the scenes.
   “Besides wanting to direct, 
the sisters [the lead roles] as 
all white and southern,” Wong 
said. “I am neither of those 
things, so I decided that being 
a director would be a good 
choice for this play.”
   Wong believes that because 
this is a high school produc-
tion, they could have gotten 

away with casting people in 
roles that they didn’t neces-
sarily fit aesthetically, but 
because of the nature of the 
characters in the play, they 
didn’t have to stray from how 
the characters were written. 
   While both student di-
rectors love theater, only 
Peterson plans on pursuing a 
career in the business. Wong 
plans on finding something 
else to do. 
   “It was fun while it lasted,” 
Wong said. “Not that theater 
isn’t meaningful, but I just 
think that I could do more 
doing something else.”
   Peterson plans to study 
acting and theater in college 
as a result of his time spent 
doing theatre inside and 
outside of Seaholm.
   Crimes of the Heart centers 
around three sisters. Two of 
these sisters are played by 
junior Mari Sitner, who por-
trays Meg, and sophomore 
Lulu Bushman, who portrays 
Babe. 
   Sitner’s character, Meg, 
comes to their grandfather’s 
house with a recently failed 
singing career in Hollywood. 
Bushman’s character, Babe, 
enters the play having just 
gotten out of jail for shooting 
her abusive husband. 
   “She’s [Babe] pretty crazy,” 
Bushman said. 
   Both actresses love playing 
their characters because they 
are unlike most roles they 
have played in the past. 
   “She [Meg] is so trashy,” 
Sitner said. “I love how 
trashy she is.” 
   “The interesting thing 
about Babe is that even when 
she isn’t speaking in a scene, 
she is always very present,” 
Bushman said. “You have to 
get the emotional depth to 
really understand what she’s 
thinking, because her mind is 
always all over the place.”
   See Crimes of the Heart 
November 13 and 14 at 7pm, 
and 15 at 2pm in the Little 
Theater. 

Board 
Cont. from page 1

teachers, and the teaching 
profession as a whole. 
   At the first protest, teachers 
and other supporters picketed 
prior to the meeting, and then 
attended the meeting. How-
ever, at the second protest, 
the picketing teachers were 
not allowed in.
   “We are symbolically not be-
ing let in,” Warrow said.
   Parents and other com-
munity members spoke on 
behalf of the teachers at the 
Octoberboard meeting, while 
angry teachers outside of the 
building pushed their signs 
against the tinted glass.

   “They said they would ratify 
our contract, and they went 
back on it,” Warrow said.
   Negotiations are still go-
ing on every single day, but 
no definitive decisions have 
been made for the para pros, 
secretaries, or teachers of the 
BPS system.
   Despite opposition from the 
board, the BPS teachers are 
still receiving support from 
the community.
   “I support the Birmingham 
teachers, and all teachers,” 
teacher Ann Tomaszewski 
from Bloomfield Hills High 

School said.
   The main thing the commu-
nity was looking for, according 
to Warrow, was fair compensa-
tion. The better the compensa-
tion, 
the 
better 
the 
qual-
ity of 
edu-
ca-
tion.
   “We want to retain them 
(teachers) in public educa-
tion,” Warrow said.
   And the Board’s original con-
tract was not up to teacher’s 
standards. According to Craig, 
there has not been a pay raise 

The teens say they never 
thought “going to the 
theater to see a movie 

with some buddies” 
would affect an entire 

community.

for educators in Birmingham 
since 2007.
   Not only has it been long 
since a pay raise, but accord-
ing to Warrow, that last pay 

raise was 
nothing to 
celebrate.
   “Our 
last pay 
raise was 
only one 
percent,” 

Warrow said.
   Based on data from Statista, 
the average inflation rate for 
the United States has been 
1.69% from 2008 to 2015. 
The inflation rate, on a yearly 
basis over a course of seven 
years, is larger than the BPS’s 

pay raise rate from a single 
year.
   The BEA wanted a change. 
And what might that change 
be?
   “Teachers of all levels, both 
new and those that have been 
around for a while, are com-
pensated fairly,” Warrow said.
   As for how they will accom-
plish that goal, the protest 
held prior to the board meet-
ing was a major step for the 
BEA.
   “We believe that the rallying 
and coming together as a uni-
fied group of teachers dem-
onstrated a resolve,” Warrow 
said.
   According to Craig, they also 
wanted to bring public atten-

tion to the issue.
   The School Board has taken 
notice. On September 29, at 
the 7:00 bi-monthly Board 
meeting, mere minutes after 
the protest, BPS teachers were 
granted a contract.
   “We just got good news, so 
I’m happy at the end of the 
day,” Tomaszewski said.
   However, the teachers and 
other staff don’t believe their 
work is done.
   “The Board agreed to part of 
the teacher’s contract,” War-
row said. 
   The complete agreement of 
the contract was supposed to 
be officiated at the October 
20 board meeting, however 
no finalizations for a payment 
plan were announced.

“We are symbolically 
not being let in.” - Scott 

Warrow

Photo By Kayla Lang
Junior Isaac Susser, senior Jiiya Stubbs, and 
junior Leah Warren at TEDx. 
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Social Admission

Staff Editorial

   College is a popular topic of 
discussion for seniors. Where 
have you applied? What is 
your ACT score? What’s your 
first choice? It’s that time of 
year where Seaholm seniors 
first start to hear back from 
universities they applied to. 
   This is a very exciting time 
some, as the next chapter 
of student’s lives is about to 
begin. For others, it can be 
a time of great stress. This 
is why I believe students 
shouldn’t post on twitter 
or other social media about 
where they have been admit-
ted.
   Many students at Seaholm 
apply to U of M. It’s well 
known that Michigan releases 
their first wave of admitted/
denied/waitlisted students 
sometime during Christmas 

break. 
Imagine being a 
student who really 
wanted to go to U of 
M, but was denied 
entrance. This is 
already a tough time 
for the student and 
family. 
   Then think about 
how it would feel to 
just do something 
simple like check 
your twitter and see 
three of your class-
mates post about 
how they were ac-
cepted. Everything 
is so instantaneous 
now. We all find out 
at the same time, we 
all post about it at the 
same time. 
   Admittedly, I go 
back and forth on 
this issue. I do feel that our 
society has created a culture 
where it’s a bad thing to talk 

Adam Klepp
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

about personal accomplish-

ments. Getting into college 
is a big deal, and it is most 
definitely something to be 

Field Day

   On the day 
of Friday Oc-
tober 23, the 
annual event 
known as 
Field day will 
take place 
at Seaholm 
High School. 

But what will happen on that 
day? I don’t have an exact 
answer but I do have my 
predictions.
   I participated in every Field 
Day since I was a freshman 
here and I loved every min-
ute. Though I never partici-
pated in the games, I did help 
with the march and I cheered 
for every single team I was 
on. But now the final Field 
Day for me is about to come 
and I will forever miss taking 
part in such a festive tradi-
tion.
   Recently, I spoke with Dawn 
Whitehead, the overseer of 
the junior team, and I asked 
her some questions regarding 
Field Day. 
   “I think we’ll be much more 
confident and I think we’re 
going to win charity again,” 
Whitehead said.
   I also asked for her opinion 
on the other teams participat-
ing.
   “We’re all very excited about 
it and we will be helping the 
freshmen,” Whitehead an-
swered with a smile.
   Feeling curious, I decided 
to question if she was striving 
for any form of goal besides 
winning Field Day.
   “We want to win charity for 
the third year in the row and 
that’s our main goal,” White-
head told with a clear smile.
   Dawn Whitehead definitely 
had quite the heart of gold. I 
then asked if there was any-
thing special planned for the 
annual march.
   “We are trying really hard 
this year to be more creative 
for the march,” Whitehead 
answered with determination 
just sparkling all over.
   For my final curiosity I 
decided to ask if she had a 
prediction to win. She had 
this bold statement to say.
   “I believe we will win the 
upper school and beat those 
seniors,” Whitehead declared 
proudly but still keeping her 
respectful demeanor.
   Yes, the juniors are defi-
nitely quite excited for this 
year as is Mrs. Whitehead. 
I can only wish the best for 
them this year. Play your best 
and keep those smiles wide 
and open.
   As for my thoughts on the 
matter, though I may be par-
ticipating on the senior team, 
I expect each of the teams to 
give it their all and never back 
down. Their marches will 
definitely be the most creative 
this year and the costumes 
will be spectacular. The teams 
will play magnificently for the 
crowd as they go wild for each 
and every one of the students 
participating in the games, 
and even in the bleachers 
cheering along as loud as 
possible. I bet that this years’ 
Field Day will be the best 
ever.

celebrated. I just don’t think 

twitter is the place to do it.

Spirit Week Needs a Tweak

   I like when people tweet 
about their sports accom-
plishments and commu-
nity service projects they 
do, I just feel that college 
is different. Most of us 
probably have anywhere 
from 200-500 followers 
on twitter, and a quarter of 
who follows us most likely 
we don’t really have a true 
relationship with. We 
know them from school 
and only school. Do these 
people really need to know 
every college you’ve been 
accepted to? 
   To me, my college appli-
cation process is very per-
sonal. Everyone involved 
with it, counselors, par-
ents, brother, my friends, 
teachers, are all people I 
truly know and trust. At 
the moment, I have 368 
twitter followers, and about 
350 of those followers 

aren’t people I truly know and 

   Each year, 
spirit week 
leads up to field 
day with high 
hopes that the 
excitement will 
result in a field 
day better than 

before. However, poor themes 
for field day can leave the 
student body without grand 
expectations for the upcoming 
events. This year the partici-
pation and themes were above 
average, but still not at the 
level desired. 
   Let’s start off with Monday: 
Tacky Tourist Day. 
   First of all, this theme was 
used during Groves’ spirit 
week. I don’t wish to dupli-

cate the traditions of Wylie 
E. Groves High School in 
any way, shape, or form.  All 
feelings aside, we are being 
unoriginal in our choice of 
theme by using Groves’. 
   Besides it’s unoriginality 
and overall silliness, I happen 
to like this theme. From socks 
and sandals to various items 
from random tourist destina-
tions, I found this theme to be 
quite amusing. Grade: B-
   Now we come to Tuesday: 
Holiday Day. 
   Although beforehand I had 
not been a fan of this theme, 
seeing it in action changed 
my mind. The creativity of 
the execution is what really 
convinced me. Seeing all of 
the different holidays and 
the interpretations of each 
holiday was interesting to say 

the least. 
   I saw multiple students 
wearing orange suits in sup-
port of Halloween, in addition 
to the many sporting Christ-
mas lights. Creativity is what 
did it for me on Tuesday. 
Grade: B+
   Wednesday was an interest-
ing one: Wacky Wednesday. 
   This theme lacked any 
creativity or imagination. Stu-
dents were awarded participa-
tion points for wearing any-
thing that could be considered 
“wacky”. Walking through the 
halls one wouldn’t have a clue 
as to what the theme was, and 
I believe this to be a problem. 
Numerous students simply 
just turned their clothing 
backwards and were counted. 
There were no true guidelines 
for this theme. 

   Such an ambiguous theme 
doesn’t allow for unifor-
mity really among anyone at 
Seaholm. This theme received 
a low grade because of the 
random and overall weird 
nature of the idea and it’s 
execution by the students. 
Grade: C
   My favorite of the four was 
Thursday: Generation Day. 
   For the first time all week, 
a theme created uniformity 
among grades. Freshmen 
were to dress as babies, soph-
omores as tweens, juniors as 
adults/parents and seniors as 
senior citizens.  I had a feeling 
this day was going to be inter-
esting, and I was not disap-
pointed with the turnout. 
   What really separated this 
day from the rest was the idea 
that one could identify others 
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Standardized Success
   Hands cramp, eyes glaze 
over, and minds spin but all 
the while clocks persist as 
students spend hours of their 
lives trying to prove their 
worth. Their focus dwindles 
and so does their score on 
whatever test they have been 
condemned to take that Sat-
urday morning. This numeri-
cal value is going to pour into 
application offices along with 
a daunting amount of identi-
cal others. Their consistency, 
while seemingly efficient, is 
not entirely accurate. This is 
the concern.
   Knowledge is coming to 
light on how students rep-
resent a myriad of learning 
styles. Education reforms of 
the late 20th and early 21st 
centuries, in which standard-
ized tests were first imple-
mented, are being proven 
ineffective. The Highlander 
believes that standardized 

tests do not account for 
the variation of knowledge 
acquired and used by any 
one student in comparison to 
another.
   The looming threat of 
standardized tests is perpetu-
ally lodged in the back of the 
minds of those in-
volved in education. 
Students consciously 
prepare themselves 
to be tested on infor-
mation, as opposed 
to absorbing the con-
tent for long-term 
use into their adult 
lives – memorizing, 
not learning. 
   Ever since the No 
Child Left Behind 
Act of 2001 was 
passed, the agenda of schools 
has shifted into what experts 
refer to as a “teaching to test” 
strategy.  The classroom func-
tions for the sole purpose of 
receiving a grade.
   The vicious cycle continues 

when students are taught only 
what they need to know in or-
der to, in theory, perform well 
on standardized tests. Howev-
er, this is not how the major-
ity of students learn. Those 
students are now off to take 
a test where they could never 

score to their fullest potential 
and they are ill prepared for 
the world around them.
   Individualized learning is 
a healthy alternative to the 
controlling environment set 
forth by standardized tests. 

Students will never leave with 
the same set of information 
if each one is presented it 
differently. There is no way 
to measure the true extent to 
which learning through an in-
dividualized approach may be 
superior to “teaching to test.”

   Just because 
results can be 
measured, does 
not mean they 
are irrefutable. 
Performance on a 
standardized test 
can be strewn by 
last minute study 
sessions, which 
do not exist for 
students outside 
the realms of a 
classroom setting. 

Anyone can cram for a test. It 
is a lot more difficult to cram 
for a lifetime.
   Also, it would be undeniably 
easier to navigate through 
decisions if given a bundle of 
answers to which one was as-

suredly correct. However, this 
is not a common occurence 
outside the classroom.
   Standardized tests are not 
an accurate depiction of a 
student’s educational per-
formance and should not be 
treated as such when deci-
sions are being made about 
that student’s future. Extenu-
ating circumstances such as 
the ability to memorize infor-
mation for just a few hours or 
having to pick from a set of 
four to five answers will never 
exist in day-to-day life.
   As shaky hands await online 
results of miscellaneous 
standardized tests, they do 
so for all the wrong reasons. 
They anticipate this to be the 
definition of their success in 
education. Unfortunately, to 
many, it is. Half of the in-
formation they used to pass 
is no longer present in their 
minds. Conscious of that fact, 
they see their 33 and suddenly 
cease to care.

in their grade, as well as the 
belief that it was funny to see 
the different interpretations 
from grade to grade. From 
dad jeans to onesies, Thurs-
day was a success. Grade: A
   This year’s themes seemed 
as if they were trying to switch 
it up from the past. While 
the effort is appreciated, this 
year’s themes were dismal 
as a whole and seemed to be 
reaching for something that 
wasn’t there. 
   I mentioned my affinity 
to the themes that included 
class uniformity, which is 
what spirit week and field day 
is all about. The purpose of 
spirit week and field day are 
to increase not only school 
spirit, but also class spirit.  
This spirit week failed to do 
just that.

trust. I have been admitted to 
a school. Chances are, if you 
only just know who I am, or 
talk to me on occasion, you 
don’t know where. 
   It’s not that I don’t like 
you, and if anyone asks me 
where I have been admit-
ted, I would tell them where 
without reservation. I just 
don’t think everyone and their 
mother needs to know where 
I’ve been admitted. I may not 
even go there, so why does it 
matter?
   On the last edition of the 
Highlander every year, we 
do our college map. It’s my 
favorite thing we do all year. 
I love looking at the map, and 
seeing where all of my peers 
will be going to school. I want 
people to know where I’m 
going to school, and I want to 
see where all of my peers go 
to school. I don’t want to see 
their entire college applica-
tion process on social media.

Hawkins Hits the Spot
   The Girl on 
the Train, a 
novel by Paula 
Hawkins, very 
much deserves 
it’s title of 
#1 New York 

Times Best Seller.
   In the novel, Rachel, an 
unemployed alcoholic, was 
divorced by her ex-husband 
Tom. She has invested herself 
from afar in the lives of a cou-
ple that inhabit a house that 
her daily train passes. Her life 
has become a wreck and she 
chooses to not do anything 
about it. She finds comfort in 
their perfect lives, or so she 
lets herself believe. 
   Megan--whom Rachel refers 
to as “Jess”--is a married 
woman who lives in the house 

by the railroad tracks. She is 
exceedingly restless and 
finds herself constantly 
looking for things to keep 
her busy. Unbeknownst 
to Megan, Rachel has a 
habit of keeping tabs on 
Megan and her husband. 
She accidentally catches 
Megan having an affair 
from the train.
   Anna, Tom’s new wife, 
is tired of Rachel’s loiter-
ing on their street and ob-
session with her husband. 
Anna is content with her 
life, busying herself with 
Tom and their daughter 
Evie. If she could only 
get rid of Rachel, then 
everything would be con-
sidered perfect.
   The book was enjoyable 
because Hawkins did an 
excellent job of creating char-
acters that seemed like real 
people with real problems and 

struggles. (i.e. Rachel and her 

alco-
hol-
ism, Megan and her dis-

content, and Anna and her 
perfectionism.) 
   When Megan goes miss-
ing, the other two women 
find themselves drawn 
into the case for different 
reasons and far deeper 
than they bargained for. 
Anna and Rachel discover 
important truths that will 
affect their lives enor-
mously.
   The complexity of the 
mystery was refreshing. 
There was the possibil-
ity of coming up with 
multiple new theories per 
chapter. Thus, the reader 
was enabled to feel more 
involved in the story and 
its conflict.
   However, the book does 
have some dark themes 
that might be a little in-

tense for younger readers 
or those who do not prefer 

heavy reads. There are also 

mentions of alcohol, abuse, 
implications of sex, violence 
and strong language.    
   The Girl on the Train 
contains several plot twists 
concerning the characters 
and the mystery of Megan’s 
disappearance. It leaves read-
ers amazed and impressed 
with the complex storyline 
Hawkins created. She keeps 
everyone guessing until the 
end of the 323-paged book. 
   Those who have read and 
liked J.D. Salinger’s novel The 
Catcher in the Rye or Gone 
Girl by Gillian Flynn will like 
this thriller as well. 
   The book is a compelling, 
intriguing piece that is worth 
reading. It is also entertaining 
and well written. The Girl on 
the Train is dark, but there 
are important ideas and chal-
lenges the characters experi-
ence that could potentially, if 
unlikely, happen to anyone.

Lauren Wilson
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Chase Powers
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Drake Kondrat
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Students consciously 
prepare themselves to be 
tested on information, as 
opposed to absorbing the 

content for long-term 
use into their adult lives

Photo By Lauren Wilson
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Sisters in Sports
   
High school sports require 
a specific amount of com-
mitted time per week during 
the season. Teams bond 
and create friendships 
through the time 
spent together.  
   However, 
these friend-
ships 
aren’t just 
between 
team-
mates, 
but 

also between siblings. 
   Sisters Hannah and Sarah 
Whitman finish their school 

day 

only to return a few hours 
later together for their 
Maple Mo- tion 

dance practice. Early morn-
ing and afternoon practices 
construct Elizabeth and Vic-

toria Willard’s relation-
ship for the entirety 

of swim season. 
Even their nights 

are spent in the 
same room.
   “I get here 
(at) 5:30, 
leave at 5:30, 
and I see the 
whole team 
periodically 
throughout 
the day,” ju-
nior Victoria 
Willard said. 
“I probably 
spend more 
time with her 
and this one 
right here 
[Elizabeth] 
than most of 
the people 
at Seaholm, 
even my good 
friends.”

   Hannah 
and Sarah Whit-

man and Elizabeth 
and Victoria Willard 

are among the many 
Seaholm siblings par-

ticipating in the same sport. 
These sisters all agreed 

that when that much 
time is spent with 

another person, 
the relationship 

is going to be 
rock solid.
   “We’re best 
friends,” 
senior Hannah 

Whitman said.
   Sarah Whitman, a fresh-
man, is happy that she is 
able to spend such immense 
amounts of time with her 
sister inside and outside of 
their sport.
   “We get to do everything to-
gether,” Sarah Whitman said.
   The constant time together 
becomes a family affair 
among parents as well. The 
practices and competitions 
pile up. Eventually, the dual 
participation consumes 
enough time to be consid-
ered substantial in all those 
remotely involved.
   “It’s like swimming and us 
being on the swim team takes 
over everything at a certain 
point,” junior Elizabeth Wil-
lard said.
  Coach of Seaholm’s varsity 
Maple Motion Dance Team 
Erin Wheeler ensures that 
there are benefits to sisters 
playing for the same team.
   “I think it’s really fun 
to have sisters on a team 
because it brings an extra 
energy,” Wheeler said. “It 
just makes it seem more 
like a family because there’s 
already a family in it.”
   Willard’s and Whitman’s 
alike, they came to the con-
sensus that they always think 
of each other as sisters before 
teammates.
   “My mom is always saying 
‘Why don’t you treat your 
sister like you treat your 
friends?’” Elizabeth  said. 
“I’m like ‘It’s different.’”
   As the relationships be-
tween the girls continue to 

grow once they begin practic-
ing and competing together, 
the siblings become even 
closer than before.
   “My other teammates, most 
of those girls, the reason I am 
friends with them is because 
of Mamo and so I know them 
based on what their person-
ality is at dance and then I 
grew to know them by their 
personalities at school,” Han-
nah said, “but with Sarah it 
was flip flopped because I’ve 
known her my entire life.”
   This time and constant 
interaction with each other 
has allowed the sisters to cre-
ate a unique relationship that 
cannot be replicated among 
friends.
   “We have a stronger bond 
than anyone else on the 
team,” Sarah Whitman said.
   This bond is to be expected 
among any set of siblings, but 
there is a specific extent to 
which it is amplified among 
those who play a sport to-
gether.
   “It’s fun to be her teammate 
because I already know what 
she’s thinking,” Hannah said. 
“We’ve danced for so long 
together.”
   The girls who get to witness 
this connection are whole-
heartedly invested in encour-
aging it.
   “I know that the rest of the 
team loves having the sisters 
together,” Wheeler said. 
“I think they want them to 
support each other and they 
want to support them.”

Melanie Taylor
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

   

Vitality is alive and flourish 
-ing in the Motor City. 
   A little over a month ago, 
Murals in The Market, 1xRun 
and Inner State Gallery 
partnered with the Eastern 
Market to bring Detroit 
phenomenal art, in mural 
form. This specific Murals in 
The Market festival was said 
to have been created for one 
reason, to “loudly affirm that 
shared sense of place.” 
   Forty-five international 
and local artists had gath-
ered around the Eastern 
Market area to apply their 
skills on historic Detroit 
buildings, possibly leaving a 
positive impact on the city. 
   Kashink, one of the very 
few female artists in the 
French graffiti/street art 
scene, is known for her, 
“huge four eyed characters, 
with thick lines, vivid colors, 
in a very distinctive style,” 
according to the Murals in 
The Market website.
   Kashink’s homeland is 
Paris, France, but she has 
traveled all over the world 
showing her art pieces to 
audiences ranging from Eu-
ropean countries to Canada. 
She has decided to bring 
her skills to the Motor City 
through the Murals in The 
Market movement.
   The Eastern Market is 
already known quite well 
for it’s vibrant existence 
and now for these authen-
tic forms of art. Here at 
Seaholm, staff and students 
are a bit familiar with the 
Murals. According to a 
Highlander survey, over 60% 
of students and staff said 
they have traveled to Eastern 
Market and seen the works 
of art with their own eyes.
   Junior Issac Susser be-
lieves that the Murals in The 
Market can help Detroit 
make a new name for itself 
in the zone of art.
   “Detroit is…it’s almost like 
this clean slate,” Susser said.
   As Detroit earns it’s place 
in the world of art, artists 
believe the art is in return 
helping the city become 

greater than ever before.
   “I feel like it’s actually rep-
resenting the art movement 
that is happening in Detroit 
right now,” art teacher Kelly 
Vagts said. “It's [the art] 
beautifying it [Detroit].”
   Seaholm art teacher 
Elizabeth Moyer also thinks 
that the art will help Detroit 

succeed in 
business because people will 
be more attracted to the city.
   “It’ll possibly bring people 
in and help businesses,” 

Moyer said. 
   Another artist who cre-
ated Murals in The Market is 
Michelle Tanguay. 
   Tanguay was born and 
raised in New York and 
works as an artist, curator, 
painter and 
creator. 
   She now resides in Detroit, 

Michigan since her move 
years ago. 
   Her pieces are known for 
the range from black and 
white portraits to colorful 

geometric figures. It almost 
looks as if she had combined 
multiple aspects of what 
inspires her into this new 
mural. 
   The co-founder and CEO of 
1xRun (one-time run), Jesse 
Cory, is amazed at how suc-
cessful Murals in The Market 
has been since it’s start. 

   “Since moving 
our business to 
Eastern Market 
three years ago 
we've produced 
over thirty murals 
in the neighbor-
hood,” Cory said, 
“and with each 
of these murals 
we've seen an 
immediate direct 
impact on mul-
tiple levels.” 
   There are a lot of 
different opinions 
whether or not 
this new art will 
help Detroit grow 
more colorful or 
not, but it has 

already helped 
gain an increase 
in popularity as 
it continues to 

thrive in the area.
   “There's no feel-
ing like the one 
you get when the 
city you live in is 
so thankful for the 
gift 

of such a vast 
amount of public 
art in a concen-
trated area,” Cory 
said.
   Art, specifi-
cally murals, are 
becoming more 
and more known 
and respected 
down the streets 
of this cultivating 
city, which will be 
a change to really 
look out for. Cory 
and the other 
artists have high 
hopes for the 

future.
    “We hope to bring Murals 
in the Market back to Detroit 
in 2016,” Cory said.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

Kathleen Redebaugh
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Fall Fashion
    As the leaves change, stu-
dents trade in their flip flops 
and tank tops for boots and 
sweaters. Summer fashion 
trends begin to die out along 
with the leaves on the trees.    
   With a new season comes 
a whole new wardrobe for 
some students. The fashion 
sense of students is dramati-
cally different, and the trends 
change along with it.
   Fall fashion has changed 
dramatically over the past 
few years. 
    In the early 2000s, track-
suits were popular during the 
fall months, to which many 
teens today cringe at. Mid 
2000’s brought bootleg jeans 
and vintage t-shirts, and the 
late 2000s were filled with 
slim leg jeans and V-neck 
sweaters. 
   These fashions are still 
somewhat popular with cer-
tain people. 
   Seaholm students now tend 
to wear large, bulky sweat-
ers. Girls also like pairing 
their oversized sweaters with 
leggings or skinny jeans, and 
riding boots or rain boots 
with visible socks.  
   Different students also tend 
to have different fashion 
sense. Senior Emma Wil-
liams, who works at a store 
that sells apparel, seemed to 
be a trustworthy source for 
fashion sense. 
    Having a decent fashion 
sense is an important factor 
for working at an apparel 
store, because customers 
usually like to ask for fashion 
advice while clothing shop-
ping.
   “My favorite fall fashion 
includes boots with cute 
socks, jeans, sweaters, and 
fun beanie hats,” Williams 
said. “I also like pea coats and 
sometimes wear fingerless 
gloves, because it’s ideal for 
the weather.”
   Williams also believes bean-
ie hats are popular, mainly 
among teenagers.
   Celebrities including Ken-
dall and Kylie Jenner are 
fashion role models for fall 
apparel. 
   They have been photo-

graphed in high waisted jeans 
and long sleeved tight sweat-
ers, which makes blogs and 
fashion websites for the face 
of fall fashion.   
   Even when the fall fashion 
trends aren’t found at ex-
pensive and high-end stores, 
senior Sarah Camisa believes 
people can find these trends 
at stores like Urban Outfit-
ters, Aritzia and Caruso 
Caruso.
    For boys, the trends tend to 
be different during the fall.
   “Most days in the fall the 
weather is too cold to wear a 
short sleeve shirt, but too hot 
to wear a sweatshirt,” senior 
Emmett Kowalski said. “I 
love wearing plaid flannels 
and usually do almost every 
day, because it’s ideal for this 
type of weather.”

Paige Bartosik
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo by Paige Bartosik 
Michelle Tanguay’s mural in Eastern Market, Detroit, spanning over the 
walls of two buildings in the city.

Photo by Paige Bartosik  
One of Kashink’s colorful murals in Eastern Market, Detroit. 

Photo by Kathleen Redebaugh  
Seaholm senior Gabi Klos 
shows off her fall style. 

Murals in the Market
Photo by Charlotte Hoppen 

Junior sisters and teammates Victoria and Elizabeth Willard pose at the Seaholm Pool.
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The Unsung Aspect of Field Day

   For 93 years, field day has 
been a tradition and mem-
ory of Seaholm High School 
students and faculty. Each 
year students participate in 
the tug of wars, marches and 
floor-shows that are photo-
graphed for the yearbook and 
social media pages. 
   However, on social media 
pages, although there is an 
abundance of tweets and 
pictures recognizing who 
won tug or which grade had 
the best shirts, very few of 
those statements involve the 
community service aspect of 
field day.
   According to Cheryl Shettel, 
Seaholm’s Community Ser-
vice Organizer, this year the 
total amount of food raised 
through field day exceeded 
12,000 cans. The senior and 
sophomore classes together 
class raised approximately 
5,400 cans. The junior and 
freshmen classes raised ap-
proximately 6,600 cans.   
   The immense amount of 
food raised isn’t just do-
nated from the students of 
Seaholm. Instead, the charity 
co-chairs of each grade can-
vas the neighborhoods each 
year looking for donations.
   Sophomore Isabel Little 
has been a co-chair for the 

charity aspect of field day 
for her freshmen and sopho-
more year of high school. She 
believes that although most 
of the work is done along with 
her fellow chairs, get-
ting students involved 
allows them to acquire 
more donations.
   “I knew that there 
would be a lot of walk-
ing around neighbor-
hoods and delivering 
flyers,”
Little said. “I knew 
I’d have to get a lot of 
students involved be-
cause you need a lot of 
manpower to cover the 
whole community.”
   However, getting 
students to volunteer 
is harder than it seems. 
Senior Georgia Artz-
berger has been one 
of the co-chairs of the 
charity aspect for the 
past two years, and she 
believes students don’t 
have much of
an interest in volun-
teering.
   “It’s hard to gather people 
to volunteer and go canvas,” 
Artzberger said. “The first 
year was kind of rough.”
   Boyer believes that although 
a good amount of students 
donate cans of food, the real 
work comes from the chairs 
who sign up for the task.
   “When you consider there’s 
300 some kids in the class, its 

usually not all of them,” Boyer 
said. “It boils down to the 
charity chairs who are re-
ally out there canvasing the 
neighborhoods.”

   Although the charity 
aspect is often left up to 
the chairs, the charity can 
earn the highest amount 
of points for each grade on 
field day. Charity can earn 
up to 12 points, whereas 
other events like tug 
and march earn smaller 
amounts.
  According to Artzberger, 
each point for charity is 

worth 
500 cans, and with a maxi-
mum of 12 points, the goal 
each year, 6,000 cans of food 
can be raised and donated to 

the community.
   This year the junior and 
freshmen received 11 points 
and the sophomores and 
seniors received 9 points.
   Not only can the charity 
aspect of field day raise the 
most points, but all of the 
food donated goes to Gleaners 
Food Bank, which helps feed 
hungry people in the area.
   “People get really wrapped 

up in the sports aspect and 
who wins tug,” Artzberger said. 
“Charity is the biggest event 
and you can win the most 
points from it. It has the big-

gest value, you’re 
feeding people who 
are hungry.”
   Little thinks that the 
charity aspect is very 
undervalued in the 
Seaholm community. 
She believes some 
students are unaware 
that there is even a 
charity part of field 
day.
   “I volunteered be-
cause charity was an 
undervalued aspect 
of field day and I 
knew it needed to be 
valued more,” Little 
said. “It’s great for the 
community and it’s 
something that people 
don’t really know 
about.”
   Boyer said that for 
all the hard work the 
charity chairs do to 

raise food, they only receive 
recognition on field day itself 
for a brief moment. However, 
she believes that these stu-
dents don’t feel a need to be 
recognized more because they 
genuinely care about their ac-
tions.
   “The kids who work on that 
[charity], especially the kids 
who work every year on it, 
really dedicated to community 

Photo by Charlotte Hoppen
Seaholm Community Service Organizer Cheryl Shettel is joined by senior 
Georgia Artzberger (middle) and sophomore Grace Wilkins (right).

     
   School spirit around Seaholm 
is at a high, as all four grades 
met on Friday, October 23 for 
Seaholm’s annual Field Day. 
Culminating after Spirit Week, 
this year’s Field Day saw the 
Freshmen Firefighters team up 
with the Junior Jackpot to go 
against the Sophomore Scream 
and the Senior Seals in all the 

traditional Field Day fare.
   In a rare and surprising 
development, the Fresh-
men Firefighters defeated 
the Sophomore Scream by a 
comfortable amount, and the 
freshmen won Field Day over-
all, scoring the most points 
out of all four grades.
   “The freshmen’s perfor-
mance is a direct reflection 
of all of the hard work they 
put in every day in the weeks 
leading up to Field Day,” 

freshmen class advisor Ra-
chel Shaba said.
   The freshmen took home 
victories in big categories, 
such as march, song and 
floor show. Despite these 
victories, Shaba still thinks 
the freshmen can improve in 
the coming years.
   “I’m really happy with how 
we did, but I still think we 
can improve,” Shaba said. 
“Next year, I’d like to see the 
floor show become a bit more 

positive and embrace the 
great aspects of Seaholm.”
   Joining the Freshmen Fire-
fighters 
in victory 
in their 
respective 
matchup, 
the Senior 
Seals came 
out on 
top and 
defeated 
the Junior 
Jackpot by 
the score 
of 80-71.
   The 
juniors 
got off to a 
hot start, 
winning the 
categories 
of march, 
song, and floor show and 
leaving many seniors 
stunned. Once the field 
events started, the juniors 
took home victories in flag 
shuttle and sack race, but the 
seniors countered with victo-
ries in the mystery event, ball 
toss, ring toss and winning in 
both boys and girls for the fa-
mous tug-of-war event. The 
seniors made co-chair Joey 
Ashcraft’s guarantee that the 
seniors would win both tug 
events come true, and this is 
their second tug sweep in a 
row after, as juniors, win-
ning both events versus the 
seniors last year.
   “Tug is love,” senior and 
member of the boys tug team 
Justin Newberry said. “Tug 
is life.”
  Senior class advisor Shan-
non Feliciano was very proud 
of her class.
   “The seniors’ perfor-
mance at Field Day made 
me very proud,” Feliciano 

said. “Much effort went into 
the victory and all students 
who participated should feel 

excited for what they accom-
plished. I feel blessed to be 
the advisor for the class of 
2016.”
   Feliciano was impressed 
with the growth she saw over 
her four years as class advisor.
   “I knew when I met this 
class four years ago that they 
were kind individuals,” Feli-
ciano said. “However, what I 
realized over these past four 
years is that they truly look 
out for each other. They are 
fun, loving, fiercely competi-
tive, and for me, the perfect 
class.”
   Despite a close loss to the 
seniors, the juniors showed 
more promise this year than 
in years’ past. Coming off 
subpar showings as
the Freshmen Farmers and 
Sophomore Secret Agents, 
the Junior Jackpot improved 
this year, with victories over 
the seniors in march and floor 
show a highlight.
   “Considering how we’ve 

done in previous years, I think 
we did pretty well this year in 
comparison,” junior co-chair 

Grace Murray 
said. “We’ll look 
to build off this 
year and finally 
bring home a win 
next year.”
   The juniors’ 
victory in the 
floor show was 
the second 
straight for the 
class of 2017.
   “With our floor 
show, we felt 
like we really hit 
the jackpot, if 
you know what 
I mean,” junior 
floor show par-
ticipant Andrew 
Wilt said.

   After winning as freshmen, 
the Sophomore Scream had 
a somewhat disappointing 
performance this year, losing 
to the Freshmen Firefighters. 
The sophomores had a rough 
outing in the judged catego-
ries, losing virtually every 
one, but came up strong in 
field events, winning six out of 
seven.
   “We did the best we could,” 
sophomore co-chair Gillian 
Ryan said. “We’re looking for-
ward to going up against the 
class of 2017 next year. It’ll be 
a lot of fun going head to head 
again.” 
   As it does every year, Field 
Day 2015 provided Seaholm 
students with plenty of excite-
ment and entertainment. 
This year provided many 
interesting storylines, such as 
the freshmen victory and the 
junior vs. senior battle com-
ing down to whoever won tug 
wins the barrel. It was a great 
day to be a Maple.

Photo By Charlotte Hoppen
Senior co-chairs Kendall Ortale (left), Joey Ashcraft (middle), and Natalie Leitman perform 
their march. The seniors defeated the juniors 80 to 71.

Field Day: The Results Are In
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 really believe in.”
   Before the final count of 
cans for field day, Artzberger 
had urged all students to 
donate to the charity instead 
of just the sophomores or se-
niors. She believed the overall 
donations and actions would 
unify the grades instead of 
separating them by a friendly 
competition.
   Both Artzberger and Little 
were happy with the outcome 
of how many cans of food 
were raised this past year. 
They both believe members 
of the community and Glean-
ers Food Bank will be thank-
ful for the donations.
   “We were all really happy 
because we raised over 
12,000 cans for people in the 
community.,” Little said.
   Little hopes to earn 12 
points for charity in the 
future because it hasn’t ever 
been achieved in the past. 
Next year she plans on fund-
raising more to achieve this 
goal.
   No matter how much food 
is raised each year, Boyer is 
proud to work at a school 
with such motivated students 
willing to lend a hand to the 
community each year.
   “I’m really thankful that 
there are students who have 
that capacity for understand-
ing and that will work,” Boyer 
said, “and I’m proud of the 
work they’ve done.”

Photo by Charlotte Hoppen
The freshmen perform their floor show. The freshmen won 
Field Day overall.
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   “Any athlete who exhibits 
signs, symptoms or behaviors 
consistent with a concussion 
(such as loss of consciousness, 
headache, dizziness, confu-
sion, or balance problems) 
shall be immediately re-
moved from the contest and 
shall not return to play until 
cleared by an appropriate 
health care professional,” 
the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association (MH-
SAA) states.
   This is part of the standard 
protocol that all Michigan 
high schools, including 
Seaholm, must follow when 
a player is injured during a 
contest or practice. Along 
with the concussion proto-
col, all high schools must 
follow related precautions 
for injuries involving the 
head, heart and heat 
related injuries. 
   An anonymous 
student, whom in this 
article will be referred 
to as Joe Smith*, has 
played football on the 
Seaholm team, and had 
two concussions. These 
concussions were medi-
cally documented. 
   According to Smith, he 
received his first concus-
sion during a drill at a 
practice early on in the 
2014 season. 
   He had been diag-
nosed with a minor 
concussion. He was 
out for two weeks 
of the season, as 
ordered by a doctor. 
He went back to 
playing after those 
two weeks off, but 
didn’t visit a doctor 
and then contin-
ued to play.
   “I just thought I 
had a headache,” 
Smith said. “My 
head was a little 
rocked.”
   However, dur- ing 
the 2015 sea- son, 
Smith received his 
second concus- sion 
during prac- tice, 
almost exactly a year 
after his first one. He 
collided with another 
player while both 
players were wearing 
full equip- ment, and 
the other player’s 
shoulder came in 
contact with his head.
   Smith proceeded 
to lose conscious-
ness on the field, and he 
is unaware of how 
long he blacked out 
for. He doesn’t think 
anyone noticed him 
on the field.
   “I woke up on my 
hands and knees,” 
Smith said. “Coach 
was yelling at me 
to get up, so I got 
up.”
   His teammates and 
coach pushed him to 
play, and Smith played 

through the 
injury with proceeding 
tunnel vision and ringing 
in his ears. Smith claims 
that although his team-

mates encouraged 
him after some time to 
see the athletic trainer, he was 
resisting them.
   “I knew I had the concus-
sion not even after the first 
half of the practice,” Smith 
said. “I went almost until the 
end.”
   Smith went to medical first 
responder and Seaholm ath-
letic trainer Bill Watson, and 
Watson told him to go to the 
doctor after practice. Smith’s 
parents picked him up, and 
he left his car at Seaholm 
because he thought he was 
unable to drive. He then went 
to the hospital for a CAT scan. 
   He was unaware of the 
mandated protocol that was 
supposed to be followed im-
mediately after the time of 
his injury, and believes that 
it shouldn’t be followed only 
after it is too late. He claims 
he wasn’t informed what 
the concussion protocol was 
before the season started, and 
he wasn’t told after either.
   “They [the precautions] 

Playing Through the Pain
Charlotte Hoppen
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were 
fol-

lowed 
once 
they 
started 
to know 
some-

thing was 
wrong with 
me when 
I already 
knew and I 
tried to tell 
somebody,” 
Smith said. 
“They es-
sentially 
just said 
no you’re 
fine.”
   Aaron 
Frank, 
Seaholm’s 

Athletic Di-
rector, was in-

formed about 
the Smith’s 
story being 
published in 
advance in the 
case of Smith 
being an anony-
mous source. 
He urges Smith 
to step forward 
so he can ad-
dress the lack of 
protocol followed 
at the time of the 
incident.
   “I hope to learn 
about it somehow so 
we can address it,” 
Frank said. “Although 
at this particular point 
in time I can’t figure 
out how that is going to 
happen.”
   Joanne Gerstner is a 
sports writer with the 
New York Times and the 
sports journalist in resi-
dence at Michigan State 
University’s School of 
Journalism. She recently 
wrote a book about con-
cussions to be released in 
the spring of 2016, titled 
Concussion Clarity: real 
talk for students, parents 
and coaches.
   According to Gerstner, 
when an athlete at any 
level passes out due to a 
head injury or impact, they 
are to be immediately taken 
out of the practice or game 
to be evaluated. If someone 
continues to play and has an-
other head collision, Second 
Impact Syndrome can possi-
bly occur.
   Second Impact Syndrome, 
according to the Center For 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, can occur when there 
is another contact hit after 
someone receives a concus-
sion. The second hit causes 
the brain to swell, which can 
possibly result in a coma or 
death. Second Impact Syn-
drome is extremely rare, but 
players need to take precau-
tions immediately after the 
first time of impact.
   “Nothing good can 
happen if you go back 
to playing or practic-
ing if you’re con-
cussed,” Gerstner 
said.
   According to Watson, in the 
specific sports related case of 
concussions, a set of standard 
actions called a protocol must 
take place immediately after 
the time of impact. 
   “You have to get evaluated 
for concussions if you have 
the signs or symptoms,” Wat-
son said. “If it’s a concussion 
you call mom or dad and you 
say this is what happened. 
You either have to go to Beau-
mont now or two hours from 
now, or you can see a regular 
doctor tomorrow.”
   According to Aaron Frank, 
Seaholm has reported all seri-
ous injuries to the MHSAA 
in past years. This includes 
concussions and other sports 
related injuries that may 
affect the student athlete’s 
health.
   “Fortunately we’ve never 
had a serious injury that went 
unaddressed,” Frank said.

   

How-
ever, 
Gerst-
ner said 
that it is 
impossible 
to know 
the exact 
amount 
concussions 
that occur 
each year.
   “Less than 
half of con-
cussions get 
reported,” 
Gerstner 
said.
   It is a 
require-
ment that 

all Seaholm 
coaches, 

assistants or 
heads, are 
trained for 
emergency or 
sports related 
injuries that 
may occur 
during a 
contest or 
practice. 
Karl Hodg-
son has 
been the 
Seaholm 
women’s 
swim team 
coach since 
1991, and each 
year he has 
to take a test 
through the 
MHSAA that 
certifies him to 
continue 
coaching.

   “MHSAA 
now makes 
us take a 

test every 
year and 
that cov-
ers first 
aid, con-
cussions, 
CPR, 
aller-

gies, hazing, asthma,” 
Hodgson said, “almost like 
whatever the symptom of the 
year seems to be.”
   According to Frank, coaches 
are trained in all areas of 
sports injuries, specifically 
concussions, so that they are 
able to immediately recognize 
when a player is injured.
   “Our coaches all have to 
complete mandatory concus-
sion training,” Frank said. 
“When a student exhibits 
signs of a potential concus-
sion they’re taken out of a 
contest or practice. They have 
to be evaluated by a physician 
and then there is a return to 
play protocol which ends with 
a signed form by the physi-
cian that they can return.”
   Another anonymous stu-
dent, whom in this article will 
be referred to as Bill Jack-
son*, also received an alleged 
concussion during the 2015 
football season. He was aware 

of 
a 

pos-
sible 
concus-
sion, but 
chose to 
continue 
playing.
   “I had a 
concussion 
at one point 
in the season 
but I played 
through it,” 
Jackson said.
   Jackson 
said that he 
continued to 
play through 
because he 
didn’t want 
to let his 
coaches or 
teammates 
down. 
   Jack-

son’s 
head 

hurt, 
but 
he 

knew 
that 
if he 
went 
to the 
doc-
tor’s 
office 
there 
would 
be a 
possi-
bility he 
wouldn’t 
be 
able to 
continue 
playing.
   When 
partici-
pating in 
a sport, 
players of-
ten realize 
the poten-
tial injuries 
and dangers 
that can 
happen 
when they 
sign up. 
However, 
like in the 
case of 
Jack-
son, 
athletes 
may 
con-
tinue to 
preform 
even though 
they are in-
jured.
   Senior 
Emma 
Williams 
swam 
competi-
tively since 
she was four 
years old, and 
when she arrived 
at Seaholm, she signed up 
for the women’s swim team 
for the 2012 season.
   Williams had shoulder prob-
lems before she arrived at 
Seaholm due to her swimming 
career. After she had attended 
doctors visits and physical 
therapy, she was warned of 
the consequences that may 
come with her continuing the 
sport. 
   Williams informed Hodg-
son about her injury, and as 
a response he had her skip 
practices to attend physical 
therapy and doing other ex-
ercises that wouldn’t further 
her injury. Even though the 
necessary precautions were 
taken, Williams was still in-
jured due to her continuation 
of the sport.
   “Sophomore year [2013] at 
the beginning of the season I 
dove in during the medley re-
lay and my shoulder literally 
popped out,” Williams said. 

“It was the most painful 
thing I’ve ever experi-
enced.”
   She didn’t finish the 
rest of her races during 
the meet, and instead 
went to the doctor to 
later discover that her 
shoulder was half way 
in the socket and half 
way out. Williams 
had surgery the next 
week, and the rest 
of her season was 
done.
   Other cases 
involving sports-
related injuries 
have been reported 
to the school. 
For example, 
Mitchell Wolfe, 
a senior football 
player, received 
a mild concus-
sion during the 
Farmington 

Hills Harrison 
game in 

the 2015 
season. 

His head 
hurt, but 

he continued 
play- ing.
   Wolfe was 
ordered by his 
doctor to sit out 
of practice and 
games for no 
less than three 
weeks, and after 
that he must get 
back into the 
flow of practic- es 
with ease.
   Another 
football player, 
Nick Sierpien, 
received a con-
cussion during 
practice that 
didn’t allow him 

to hear things well 
during class during 
the 2015 season. 
After Sierpien went 
to the doctor one day 
after the collision, he 
was diagnosed with a 
concussion and had to 
take a baseline test, which 
can help indicate where 
the brain activity is, three 
times before returning. 

   Sierpian said that even 
though he passed the base-
line test, he still didn’t feel 
completely in the right state 
of mind to play due to his 
bad headaches and foggi-

ness. However, he returned 
to play before the season 

ended after his doctor 
cleared him.

   These students 
were aware of the 
steps they must 

take due to 
their in-

juries, 
and 

they 
have fol-

lowed them 
because 

they were 
educated 
on them 
before 
the 
season 

began. 
However, 

this doesn’t 
mean that all 

student athletes are 
fully aware of all the precau-
tions that are mandated by 
the state in the case of a seri-
ous injury. 
   According to Frank, af-
ter the student goes to the 
hospital for a CAT scan and 
diagnosis, all participants 
must have a licensed medical 
provider clear their return 
after the school files paper-
work with the MHSAA. The 
MHSAA also follows the state 
law, passed to help protect 
student athletes in the case of 
concussions.
   “We document the concus-
sion and it is recorded by the 
MHSAA,” Frank said. “We 
don’t use the student’s name, 
but we provide the details.” 
   Senior Sean Mackillop 
played water polo during the 
2012, 2013 and 2014 season. 
During the 2013, he received 
his first concussion during a 

practice drill.
   His coach allowed him to 
sit out when he received news 
of his condition, and he was 
allowed to sit out for a week 
after being ordered by his 
doctor to rest.
   “They say you’re okay after 
a week,” Mackillop said, “but 
you definitely feel kind of off 
for a month.”
   Mackillop is correct in his 
belief that a week may not 
allow a student to fully heal 
back to health. According to 
Gerstner, concussions take 
on average seven to fourteen 
days for a concussion to heal, 
and any lingering issues are 
categorized as Post-Concus-
sive Syndromes, which usu-
ally heal within three months. 
Post-Concussive Syndromes 
can include migraines, sleep 
problems and sensitivity to 
light.
   Almost exactly one year af-
ter Mackillop received his first 
concussion, during another 
practice he received a second 
concussion during the 2014 
season. There was only one 
week remaining in the season, 
so he was done playing for the 
rest of his season. 
   Even though Mackillop 
didn’t play for the rest of the 
season, he wasn’t sure what 
to do about his condition 
because he wasn’t informed 
by the school.
   “I don’t know what the 
procedures were,” Mackillop 
said. “No one really told me. 
I didn’t know we had proce-
dures.”
   Watson believes that al-
though there is a set standard 
of protocols when it comes 
to sports injuries, it doesn’t 
always mean that both the 
player and coach are follow-
ing them. 
   “There’s some kids who will 
have a bone sticking out and 
will want to play,” Watson 
said. “There’s some coaches 
who say the same thing. 
I have to be the voice of 
reason sometimes.”

   Hodgson also believes 
that even though all coach-

es are trained to report 
an injury when seen, it 

may not happen one 
hundred percent of 
the time.

   “I have never heard 
of a Seaholm coach 

forcing someone 
to do something they 

couldn’t because 
of an injury,” Hodgson 
said. “That doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t hap-
pen, but I’ve never 
heard of it.”
   To prevent the 
injury from further-
ing, Frank said that all 
players are taken out of 
a practice or contest 
if the injury involves 
the head or another 
fragile part of the body.
   “If they’re exhibiting 
any symptoms after their 
event,” Frank said, “we 
don’t put them back in.”
   Smith is still experi-
encing Post-Con- cussive 
Syndrome today, and 
this includes fre- quent 
migraines, memory and 
speech issues and dif-
ficulty balancing. He 
believes his symptoms 
wouldn’t be as bad had he 
stopped playing at the time 
of his injury. He is currently 
seeing a doctor for routine 
checkups to make sure the 
symptoms are not severe.
   “It wouldn’t have been as 
bad had it been stopped ear-
lier I can guarantee you that,” 
Smith said.
   Smith doesn’t believe that 
the standard injury protocol 
has been followed in all of the 
sports related injuries, espe-
cially concussions.
   “The responsibility falls on 
all of us,” Frank said. “The 
safety and well-being of our 
students is our number one 
responsibility.”

*These names have been ran-
domly assigned to protect the 
identity of the sources. They 
are not the actual names of 
the sources.

Graphic by 
Julia Wright
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       Maples Lose 
Homecoming Game

Seaholm Volleyball Prepares for the Playoffs

Sports 
Briefs

Men’s Varsity 
Water Polo

Record:  4-4
Last Game: 10/24 @ Holt East 
Lansing, L 6-10
Next Game: 10/30 vs. Ann Arbor 
Skyline
Key Players: Joe Perham
Quote: “Were a young team 
that has plenty of promise. Our 
coaches are pretty good, but one 
of them is leaving next year.
-junior Joe Perham

Chase Powers
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Using a recipe different 
from years past, this year’s 
girl’s volleyball team has 
found success, and finds 
itself at the top of the highly 
competitive OAA Red.
   As opposed to last year’s 
team, which included eight 
seniors, this year’s team 
has had to rely on receiving 
contributions from every 
girl on the team, from senior 
to sophomore. 
  “The biggest difference 
between this year and last 
year is the diversity of ages,” 
junior Karen Gallaway said. 
“The team dynamic was 
altered with the shift of 
leadership.”
  Senior Lauren McLeod also 
mentioned changes having 
to do with the team dynam-
ic, as well as her own role on 
the squad.
  “Personally I’ve had to 
play a different role on the 
team,” McLeod said. “Last 
year we had a lot of experi-
enced leaders on the court. 
This year with them having 
graduated I’m in a position 
of leadership as one of the 
captains. I try my best to 
encourage and motivate my 
teammates.”
    McLeod, who is commit-
ted to play at the University 
of Pennsylvania next year, is 
joined by fellow seniors and 
captains Annie Schechter, 
Kate Carey, and Kristina 
Astapchyk in leading the 
team through another suc-

cessful season. 
Coach Heather Lippert be-
lieves that the captains have 
led the team to victory due to 
their dedication to both the 
sport and the team.
  “They’re the heart of our 
team, the anchors on the team 
and our captains,” Lippert 
said. “They lead us on and off 
the court; they do a really great 
job.”

   All of the girls mentioned 
how difficult playing in the 
OAA Red can be, but they wel-
come the challenge and strive 
to preform to the fullest.
   “In this league, everything 
is fair game,” junior Amelie 
Cekauskas said. “Every team 
is extremely talented, so it all 
just depends on who brings it 
the most on game day.”
   McLeod noted that the key 
to competing at such a high 
level is by getting every girl on 

the team to contribute.
   “Winning doesn’t come 
down to just the players on 
the court,” McLeod said. “We 
have been successful due 
to a complete team effort 
including support from the 
players on the bench along 
with everybody pushing each 
other to become better during 
practices.”
   During the first week of Oc-

tober, the team defeated both 
Clarkston, whom the Maples 
hadn’t beaten in the eight 
years under Lippert, and Lake 
Orion, one of the top teams in 
the area. 
   “Beating Clarkston and Lake 
Orion in the same week really 
just shows us how good we are 
and how much better we can 
be and that we can hang with 
good teams,” Lippert said. “It’s 
just really exciting, I’m really 
proud of the girls.”

   Lippert couldn’t stress 
enough the importance of 
staying on the right path, 
even after victories against 
such quality opponents.
   “We have a lot of volleyball 
to play,” Lippert said. “This is 
a taste of some big victories 
that will prepare us for the 
post season. We talk often of 
being humble and knowing 
that the matches we won this 
week are over and that we 
now must look forward.”
   Cekauskas, a 3-year varsity 
player, has high expectations 
for this group of girls, and 
mentioned a feeling of dis-
satisfaction after last year’s 
finish.
   “We know what it takes to 
win, and we came so far last 
year to lose to Mercy, we now 
feel like there’s some unfin-
ished business,” Cekauskas 
said. “We’ve never been more 
motivated to achieve our 
team goal this year, which is 
states. This team has a lot of 
passion and we’re dedicated 
to getting better each day in 
the gym.”
   Even among other talented 
and competitive teams in the 
OAA Red, the girls are confi-
dent that they have the skills 
it takes to stand out above 
the rest.
  “The biggest key is to stay 
confident and focused,” 
Gallaway said. “This team is 
special because we are an ex-
tremely positive, driven team 
with a common goal that we 
collectively work toward.”
    
   

   
   The Seaholm Maples foot-
ball team was 2-4 coming off 
a 40-7 drubbing at the hands 
of Southfield high school 
before this year’s homecom-
ing game. 

   The record didn’t look any 
prettier at the games end; the 
Maples fell to Oak Park in a 
fashion you would have to 
see to believe. 
   In what looked to be a de-
fining point in the Seaholm 
season turned disastrous. 
   The Maples student section 
came alive and was arguably 
the loudest it has been all 
season. The students were 
fueled by the bold guarantee 
from Seaholm FS Jackson 
Mcelhenny that this game 
was in the bag. The cheers 
were soon reduced to silence 
by the games end. 
   The Maples, down one 
scored a touchdown to take 
the lead by one 14-13 with 
the clock winding down. Oak 
Park then executed the two 
minute drill to perfection. 
Slinging the ball through 
the air and converting on a 
fourth down and long. 
   The Oak Park offense then 
found itself at about the 
Seaholm 25 where it then ex-
ecuted a pass with under 10 
seconds left that turned into 
a touchdown as time expired, 
just like that Seaholm 14 Oak 
Park 19. 

   “That game knocked us 
out of playoff contention… a 
cumulative feeling of empti-
ness and sadness because 
I think our team was just 
coming around… our season 
got cut short on a game we 
should have won” quarter-
back Leigh Murray said. 
   In an untimely turn of 

events Seaholm fell to 
2-5 and are now a dismal 
2-6. The season itself has 
born fruitless. This marks 
Seaholm football’s worst 
season in Coach Dewald’s 
tenure as head coach dating 
back to 2012. 
   The Maples know best that 
football is a game of inches 
losing multiple close games 
over the year. 
   Nobody knows this more 
than senior free safety Jack-
son McElhenny “the season 
was disappointing because 
we were probably ten plays 
away from being a 6-3 team 
instead of a 3-6 team” McEl-
henny said. 
   The team has an upcoming 
date at Troy, but with play-
offs not a possibility for this 
year the team shifts focus 
toward next year. While los-
ing defensive standout Troy 
Hairstonwho will probably 
play college football next 
year, the Maples believe 
they have what it takes to 
stay and contend in the OAA 
white and avoid being rel-
egated back to the OAA blue 
they left two years ago. 

Men’s Tennis
Place: Tied for fourth in the state 
tournament.
Last Match: 10/State Tournament 
@ Holly High School
Key Players: Zaven Dadian, Joe 
Wujciak and Brendan Knight
Quote: “The team was made up 
of nice and hard working kids. 
Our coach new how to push us to 
improve. Day by day, we got more 
energy and spirit. A fourth place 
finish was amazing for us and was 
the best result in the four years 
I’ve been on this team.”
-senior Zaven Dadian

Women’s Swimming and 
Diving

Record: 6-1
Last Meet: 10/22 L vs. Rochester 
Adams
Next Meet: 11/5 Leagues @ Lake 
Orion
Key Players: Ally Russell, Linnea 
Anderson,  Hanna Erickson
Quote: “With the freshman the 
team is stronger than ever and is 
looking forward to states. Our hard 
work and team determination has 
lead to a great seasom.” -senior 
Caroline Kaleth

Men’s Varsity Football
Record: 3-6
Last Game: 10/23 vs. Troy High, W 
42-10
Key Players: Leigh Murray, Troy 
Hairston and Teddy O’Keefe
Quote:  “Although things didn’t nec-
essarily go as planned, we worked 
hard and enjoyed ourselves while 
still competing. Coach DeWald and 
all of the caoches pushed us to do 
our very best throughout the entire 
season.” -senior Jake Dietz

Women’s Golf
Place: Placed first in the state 
tournament
Last Match: 10/13 State Tourna-
ment @ Michigan State University
Key Players: Jamie Green, Allegra 
Cunningham and Jordan Michilak.
Quote: “We were able to come 
together as a team, root for one 
another, and finally achieve our 
goal of winning another state 
championship,” -junior Allegra 
Cunningham 

Men’s Cross Country
Place: Placed fourth at the re-
gional tournament.
Last Meet: 10/18 Regional Tourna-
ment @ Hess Hathaway Park
Key Players: Alex Skender, Jack 
Halpin and Alex Crump
Quote:  “Were gearing up as a 
team dor the state finals. We have 
improved as the season goes on.”
-junior Chase Lee

Women’s Cross Country
Place: Placed second at the 
Bloomer Invitational
Last Meet: 10/26 at Bloomer 
Invitational
Next Meet: : 10/31 Regional meet 
@ Hess Hathaway Park
Key Players:  Mika Hamady and 
Lily Tripp
Quote: “This season has been 
going great! Not only was our var-
sity able to win the Triple Crown, 
but also our JV. We really have a 
strong team and it is amazing how 
we push each other to run faster 
and improve at each race, and try 
hard at practice.” 
-senior Kaley Gooch

Women’s Varsity 
Volleyball

Record:  36-9
Last Competition: 10/24 @Mattawan 
L 1-2
Next Game: 11/2 districts @ BHHS
Key Players: Lauren Mcleod, Kate 
Carey and Annie Shecter
Quote: “The team is really strong 
this year and we have a fantastic 
group of seniors. All of us are look-
ing forward to the districts next 
week. Our first district game is on 
monday at BHHS. Everyone should 
come!” -senior Lauren McLeod

Men’s JV Football
Record: 4-5
Last Game: 10/22 vs. Troy High, L 
14-27 
Key Players: Joel Mitchell, Brady 
Flynn and Justin Miller
Quote: “The season was a success, 
Scott Simon and I were a good duo, 
Noel had a good season and so did 
Justin Miller. Brady Flynn was a solid 
quarterback for us and had a blue 
mouthpiece. Next year we will be 
on varsity and I hope we can have 
a winning season.” -freshman Joel 
Mitchell

Photo Courtesy of Diedra Righter
The varsity football team prepares to run onto the field in 
their homecoming game against Oak Park High School. 
They lost 19-14 in dramatic fashion.

Photo Courtesy Of Lauren McLeod
Seaholm Volleyball celebrates a point won in their game against Lake 
Orion. Seaholm went on to win 3-2.

dents’ support was much 
appreciated.
   “It felt great playing to-
night,” Kaminski said. “The 
support from the student 
section really helped out the 
team. It kept us excited and 

energetic for all 80 minutes.”
   While the Maples offense 
was a big part of the win, 
the defense played just as 
big of a role. Maples defend-
ers Cameron Esper, Jack-
son Schreiber, and Henry 
Mendel all played great in 
late moments of the game, 
including a goal-saving clear 
out of bounds by Esper after 
a Brother Rice shot hit off 
the side of the Maples’ goal 
with only 9 minutes left.
   With the help of the de-
fense, junior goalkeeper Joey 
Kopmeyer delivered a strong 

John Dolan
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

   The Seaholm boys soccer 
season has come to a close, after 
the Maples finish third in their 
division with a record of nine 
wins, four losses, and five draws, 
playoff season is here. The 
Maples played their first 
playoff game on Tuesday, 
October 20, ending in a 2-1 
victory over Brother Rice 
High School.
   In front of a packed stu-
dent section, the Maples 
got their revenge against 
Brother Rice after a 0-0 
draw back in the season 
opener on August 22.
   Recently returning from 
a groin injury that left 
him sidelined for 6 games 
during the season, junior 
midfielder and captain 
Michael Kaminski came 
through with one of the 
best performances of his 
3-year varsity career.
   Kaminski scored both 
of the Maples’ goals. The 
first one came with 28 
minutes left in the first half, with 
Kaminski booming a shot from 
around 13 yards. 43 seconds 
into the second half, Kaminski 
scored again. After a free kick 
by senior Cameron Esper that 
was misplayed by Brother Rice 
defenders, Kaminski took a chip 
shot over the goalie’s head to 
make the score 2-1.
   “We all worked well as a team,” 
Kaminski said. “There were 
times when tensions got high, 
but we kept our cool and contin-
ued to play the game our way.”
Kaminski gave credit to The 
Maple Forest, saying the stu-

performance, being credited 
with 9 saves in the game. The 
Maples faced a lot of pres-
sure in the last 10 minutes of 
the game with Brother Rice 
playing all their players up on 
offense, and Kopmeyer said 

the team’s performance in 
those situations was a big part 
of the win.
   “During the last couple of 
minutes, we knew Rice would 
go on the offensive and put a 
lot of pressure on the defense,” 
Kopmeyer said. “I can’t give 
enough credit to the defense 
during those last 10 minutes. 
They played great and really 
helped me out in goal.”
   Kopmeyer praised how the 
team handled themselves dur-
ing the game.
   “In those high pressure situ-
ations at the end of the game, 

we really did a good job stay-
ing focused,” Kopmeyer said.        
   “Sometimes those intense 
moments can get to your 
head, but we kept calm and 
played how we know how to 
play.”
   The Maples traveled to 
Bloomfield Hills High School 
on Thursday, October 22 
to play their second district 
playoff game against Berk-
ley High School, winning 
a defensive battle 1-0 after 
winning 5-4 in penalty kicks.
   This game featured another 
stellar performance from 
Kopmeyer. The junior had 7 
saves and recorded his 8th 
clean sheet of the season.                                
The game was dominated by 
defense, with very few shots 
on goal. Junior midfielder 
Aaron Weiss scored the 
game winning goal in penalty 
kicks, sending the Maples to 
the district championship.
   “We showed great resil-
ience tonight,” Weiss said. 
“There were spurts 
were we could have 
played better, but 
overall we played a 
good game. It feels 
amazing to get this 
win, but we can 
still improve going 
forward.”
   The Maples took 
on Bloomfield Hills 
High School on 
Saturday, October 
24 in the district 
championship game. A hard 
fought defensive battle, The 
Maples lost to Bloomfield 
Hills 1-0 after a penalty kick 
late in the first half. The loss 

put an end to the Maples’ 
exciting playoff run, but the 
Maples enjoyed a very suc-
cessful season and showed 
much improvement over 
previous seasons.
   “We had a great season,” 
head coach Ian Whitelaw 
said. “‘We were one point 
away from a league title and 

one goal away from a district 
title.”
   Whitelaw commended 
his team for the poise they 
showed throughout the 

season, and also showed 
appreciation for the support 
from Seaholm students.
   “I’m incredibly proud of 
this team and determina-
tion during both the season 
and districts,” Whitelaw 
said. “This year was special 
due to the amount of fan 
support from our opening 
game of the season through 
everyone staying and sup-
porting during the huge 
rainstorm at the district 
championship. The sup-
port was a huge lift for our 
team.”
   Whitelaw was happy with 
this season, and he believes 
the future is even brighter.
   “We had a small but very 
impactful group of seniors, 
and a very talented group 
of juniors,” Whitelaw said. 
“They made for a fun and 
entertaining season for the 
coaches. Next year, we are 
ready to take it to the next 
level.”

Seaholm Men’s Soccer Makes District Playoff Run

“We had a small but 
very impactful group 
of seniors and a very 

talented group of 
juniors...Next year we 
are ready to take it to 

the next level.”
-Coach Whitelaw

Photo by Charlotte Hoppen

Maple’s player Tom Booth goes for the ball in the Brother Rice 
game. Seaholm won 2-1.

Photo By Diedra Righter
                 The Maple Forest went with a ‘White Out’ theme for Seaholm’s Homecoming game.
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