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District Replaces DeAngelis
   On August 26, 2016, Deputy 
Superintendent Paul DeAnge-
lis resigned from his ten-year 
position at Birmingham Pub-
lic Schools (BPS).
      DeAngelis declined an 
interview on the matter. How-
ever, he offered a statement 
via email to the Highlander 
directly.
   “My transition from Bir-
mingham to my new position 
in Ann Arbor has supported 
my personal and family pri-
orities.” DeAngelis said.
   DeAngelis had taken a 
personal leave at the begin-
ning of July, 2016, according 
to Dr. Nerad, Superintendent 
of BPS. A staff letter sent out 
by Nerad at the beginning of 
August showed the district’s 
intention of starting the new 
school year without DeAnge-
lis.
   “Deputy Superintendent, 
Paul DeAngelis, remains on 
a personal leave of absence; 
however, he and the District 
have agreed to move forward 
to post and permanently fill 
this important position,” 
Nerad stated in the letter.
   Since then, DeAngelis 
gained employment in Ann 
Arbor.
   “He felt he needed to focus 
his attention on a specific part 

of his personal life. And then, 
at that point, may have found 
himself looking at similar po-
sitions elsewhere,” Kyle Hall, 
assistant Principal at Seaholm 
High School, said.
   DeAngelis has officially ac-
cepted the Executive Director 
for High School Education for 
Ann Arbor Public Schools.
   “What I can tell you is that 
DeAngelis went on a personal 
leave, and subsequently he 
did resign from the district 
and he has employment in 
another district now,” Nerad 
said. 
   Silveri initially said that 
there was a need to take 
over as an Interim because 
of DeAngelis’ switch to Ann 
Arbor.
   “The person who previously 
held the position, Mr. DeAn-
gelis, left for a position in Ann 
Arbor, so the position became 
vacant,” Silveri said.
   Silveri, however, holds that 
his newfound job had nothing 
to do with his personal leave 
from BPS.
   “Personal means personal. It 
was subsequent to his person-
al leave that he acquired the 
position,” Silveri said.
    Although the timing wasn’t 
ideal for his departure, the 
Administration supports 
DeAngelis’ decision to move.
   “School districts generally 
are very understanding of 
people who want to advance 
their careers, or just experi-
ence a different opportunity, 
even if they’re in mid con-
tract,” Silveri said.
   For the meantime, the role 

in BPS has been filled by an 
Interim Deputy Superinten-
dent, John Silveri, who has 
worked with BPS in the past 
on an interim basis. 
   Nerad hopes that through 
this interim period, he will 
have the time necessary to fill 
the role with the right candi-
date.
  “Typically in a circumstance 
like that, you want to take 
the time to fill the jobs in the 
right way. Thankfully Silveri 
was available,” Nerad said. 
“One thing I can assure is that 
while it’s important that this 
position be filled, it’s more 
important it be filled in the 
right kind of way.”
   Every Seaholm and Groves 
teacher asked to speak on the 
matter of the changes to the 
Deputy Superintendent role 
declined a public interview. 
Very few agreed to comment 
even anonymously.
   According to Silveri, a board 
of teachers sit in on inter-
views when a new person is 
being hired to Central Admin. 
However, once someone is 
hired, the only person who 
has control over whether or 
not someone is doing a satis-
factory job is Superintendent 
Nerad.
  “They have influence, but 
they don’t make the final deci-
sion,” Silveri said. 
   DeAngelis held the position 
for a substantial amount of 
time, and helped with some 
major changes within BPS.
   “He led a significant con-
ference in Oakland where 

educators from all around the 
county, and even interna-
tionally 
would 
come to 
attend,” 
Hall said. 
“He was 
very in-
strumen-
tal to the 
district.”
    Ac-
cording 
to Nerad, 
about 
a year 
ago the 
district 
went 
through 
a reorga-
nization 
plan, 
and 
DeAnge-
lis was 
an im-
portant 
part of 
that en-
deavor 
as well.
    Although this 
par-
ticular 
change 
was 
sudden, Nerad states that 
change is a norm in Central 
Administration 
   “It happens sometimes in 
public education that people 
have opportunities to look 
elsewhere and challenge 
themselves a little bit differ-
ently and it’s different for 

every individual,” Silveri said.
   Change in Central Admin 
could lead to direct changes 
in Seaholm High School’s 
Administration. According to 
Silveri, the role will be filled 
by someone who has adminis-
trative experience.
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Ivy’s in Her League
   On October 1, 2016, Senior 
Allie Russell received an 
email that only 5.2% of this 
particular school’s ap-
plicants get to see. The 
single word “Congratula-
tions!” was all Russell 
needed to read before her 
smile spread ear to ear. 
A tear of joy flowed down 
her face as she marveled 
at her phone screen.  
   She stood on the deck 
during the middle of a 
swim meet, while her 
teammates sat in wonder-
ment before the news was 
quickly spread through 
whispers amongst the 
girls in the span of a 
single minute. All her 
teammates couldn’t help 
but jump to their feet and 
surround Russell in a 
huge, wet group hug.
   The news? Come fall of 
2017, Russell will be one 
of the newest members of 
the Swim & Dive team at 
Harvard University.
   “I am really excited for the 
opportunity,” Russell said. “I 
have worked hard in school 
and in the pool for many 
years and dreamed of being 
able to go to a school like 
Harvard, so it’s rewarding to 
see that work pay off.”
   Russell has been a mem-
ber of the Swim and Dive 
team here at Seaholm for all 
four years of her high school 
career, all four of which she 
was a scoring member on the 
State Team. If there’s anyone 
to talk to about hard work 
and perseverance, it’s her.
    “I believe hard work does 

pay off, as simple as that 
sounds,” Russell said.  “It 
is easy when you are going 
through a difficult process 
to have rough moments and 
lose your motivation. I think 

in those moments if you can 
refocus and push through, the 
results do come. It’s normal 
to lose faith at times, but if 
you push through, you can 
achieve great results.”
   The Seaholm Girls Swim 
Team is coached by head 
coach Karl Hodgson, and 
assistant coach Dan Yuhn. 
Russell, along with the rest 
of the team, has developed 
strong relationships with both 
Hodgson and Yuhn.
   “Allie’s commitment to Har-
vard is incredible,” Yuhn said. 
“It’s very cool to see the cor-
relation between athletics and 
academics and even cooler to 

be a part of it. At a top-tier 
university, you have to go 
above and beyond to even be 
considered. The fact that her 
athletic ability is what drew 
the University’s attention to 

her academic career is a 
real testament to her focus 
in and out of the water.”
   Both Hodgson and 
Yuhn, along with the rest 
of the team, look forward 
to seeing what Russell will 
achieve in the future.
   “I personally tend to 
follow former swimmers 
from a distance,” Yuhn 
said. “I will certainly check 
collegiate meet results and 
wish her the very best, but 
one of the coolest things 
to see is the independence 
part of growing up. To be 
completely honest, I’m 
more excited to see how 
she ends up as a profes-
sional and a person,”
   Junior Linnea Ander-
son, also one of team’s 
most valuable swimmers, 
has been Russell’s lane 
mate, teammate, and close 

friend for three years now.
   “It’s really exciting to see 
Allie commit to Harvard 
because it shows her com-
mitment to her sport, her 
team and her school work,” 
Anderson said. “Both her 
academic and athletic efforts 
have really paid off over her 
years here at Seaholm. It’s 
extremely difficult to be a stu-
dent athlete, nonetheless at 
Harvard. But I know Allie will 
be able to handle it. She will 
do great things when she is 
there, in and out of the pool.”
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 Russell officially announces her com-

mittment to Harvard University for 
swimmg.
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Birmingham 
Brings Back-
ing to Ballots
Taryn Case
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   With the upcoming 
presidential election, many 
Americans have marked 
November 8th on their 
calendars. For residents of 
Birmingham, it is also im-
portant to mark the day on 
their calendars, as that is the 
day that voting to renew the 
current millage for the school 
district.
 “The millage represents the 
local homeowner support 
for our district’s operations. 
It’s based on the taxable 
value of a person’s primary 
residence,” Robert Lawrence, 
a member of the Board of 
Education, said.
   Millage for the school 
district is calculated by the 
cost per full time student 
times the number of full time 
students. 
   The current millage rate 
was approved by voters in 
2006, and stands at 10.9236 
mills. This rate is set to ex-
pire in December of 2016.  
   “If a homeowner’s taxable 
value stays the same, there 
would be no change to their 
tax bill; the millage rate stays 
the same,” Lawrence said. 
   If passed, the millage 
renewal would supply the 
needed operating revenues 

for the next 5 years. 
   “That’s money which pays 
for teachers, supplies, and 
utilities. [The millage failing 
to pass] would require dra-
matic cuts in staff and pro-
grams. Without this funding 
Birmingham would be one of 
the lowest funded districts in 
the state.” said Lawrence.
   “We feel a strong need 
for [the millage] to pass to 
continue our programming 
for these wonderful students.”   
Daniel Nerad, the superin-
tendent of the Birmingham 
school districts said.
   Should the millage renewal 
fail to pass, the district will 
lose about $43.2 million, 
which accounts for around 
38% of the school budget. 
   “[Voting] extremely impor-
tant. I think the things that 
the impact on decrease in 
funding can do will affect not 
only the classroom curricu-
lum, but the electives such 
as business, arts, and music 
classes. [Renewing the mill-
age] won’t increase taxes,” 
Barbara Slatin, a teacher in 
the business department, said. 
   “If [the millage] is not ap-
proved, the board will have 
to go back and vote again 
in the spring. We will go to 
the electorate with almost 
the same ballot language we 
have now, but it will be a new 
millage, because the current 
millage expires in December.”    
Assistant Superintendent for 

Business Services Deborah 
Piesz said.
   Should the school district 
have to go to the electorate, 
they will only be seeking a 
contract for 7.446 million, 
which will then have to be 
renewed in five years. 
   “The system put in place 
with Proposal A in 1994 needs 
to be revisited. Michigan’s 
economy today is very differ-
ent from what existed in 1994, 
and the demands placed on 
schools have significantly 
expanded,” Lawrence said on 
the matter of the current mill-
age system.
   “Proposal A was when 
school funding changed in 
Michigan. We became a 
hold-harmless school district, 
which meant we were at a 
level of funding that was here 
at $3870.23 for a full time 
equivalent for student.” Piesz 
said.
   She also elaborated on how 
this is frozen in time and how 
the math works to levy out the 
taxes.  The product of those 
two figures is then divided by 
the total taxable value. 
   “If you don’t levy the 18 
mills, you permanently lose 
up to how many you didn’t 
levy,” Piesz said.
   In the 2015-2016 school 
year, 37.12% of the budget 
was spent on Instruction, 
while 10.53% was spent on 
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Mr. Silveri works in the BPS Education and Administration Center in his new role of 

Interim Deputy Super Intendent. He will hold this office through early December.

  “Building principals are be-
ing considered as well,” Silveri 
said.
    However, applicants are 
given full privacy when apply-
ing to these types of jobs.
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Fall Play Provides a 
Blast from the Past

Jake Lievois
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   On November 4th and 5th, 
Seaholm’s group of theater 
students will put on the an-
nual fall play. This year’s play 
is The Night Thoreau Spent 
In Jail. The plot is based on 
David Thoreau’s rebellious 
decision to stay in jail to fight 
for what he thinks to be right 

and just.
   Senior Mari Sitner is di-
recting. Sitner has a lot on her 
hands, assuring both of these 
performances go according to 
plan while making it a posi-
tive experience for everyone.
   “Conducting kids on how to 
behave as someone from the 
40’s is a challenge,” Sitner 
said. 
    Sitner remembers learning 
about Thoreau’s night in jail 
in history classes and believes 
the play will rebuild this 
memory for other students.
   “The play will expand your 
knowledge from what was 
learned in English and history 
classes,” Sitner said. “And it’s 
actually coming along pretty 
well, better than I thought 
it would. If you had a good 
time in American Lit, you will 
enjoy the play.” 
   Merek Vincent, only a 
sophomore, was cast as Henry 
David Thoreau. He talked 
about how he felt about his 
role.
   “I feel like I can relate to 
Thoreau; he’s a very off-the-
scale person who likes to be 
his own individual and feels 
that being your own person is 
very important,” Vincent said. 
   Since the setting of this 
year’s fall play is around the 
1840s, it is not the type of 
play that most students are 
used to, nor are the characters 
of a trope that most people 
are familiar with.

Masquerade Concert Brings Students Together

   Seaholm’s annual Masquer-
ade Concert is the epitome of 
creativity. Choir and orchestra 
student ranging from grades 
eight to twelve come together 
on this momentous occasion 
to present to the public all 
that they have been work-
ing on since the beginning of 
school.
   “We come to school the 
second week of September, 
and all of the sudden, here in 
October, we have got a major 
concert. So we’re always 
busy,” Choir D+irector Laurie 
Frick said.
   On the night of October 
25, the culmination of all 
the students’ hard work was 
showcased.
   “The choir and orchestra 
kids both put a lot of hard 
work into this concert,” junior 
choir student Lulu Bushman 
said.
   The trademark of the Mas-
querade Concert, aside from 
the fact that all the students 
dress up in their Halloween 
costumes, is that the choir 
and orchestra get to share a 
performance.
   “I think it’s a great oppor-
tunity to showcase all of the 
great music education op-
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   “It’s going to be hard to 
follow because most people 
don’t know who Thoreau is,” 
Vincent said. “But I do think 
that some of the scenes will 
really grab the audience’s at-
tention.”
   Junior Lulu Bushman is 
playing the role of Ellen 
Sewell. Bushman expressed 
excitement about how the fall 
play is going so far.
   “I think it’s going very well, 
a lot of people who don’t usu-
ally do theater are coming out 
to do it so it’s a nice environ-

ment.” Bushman said.
   Bushman plays the role of a 
beautiful young woman whom 
both Thoreau and his brother, 
John, are attracted to. 
   “You can play her as con-
servative or a modern day in-
terpretation. She’s a fictitious 
love interest,” Bushman said.
   Bushman said she doesn’t 
consider herself similar to 
her character, yet she really 
enjoys getting to play the part.
   Junior Jenna Hochkammer 
was cast as Lidian Emerson.
   “Lidian is Ralph Waldo Em-
erson’s wife. She’s extremely 
loyal and always looking out 
for her family,” Hochkammer 
said. “(The show) is definitely 
different from last year, it’s 
really focused on American 
history and Henry David Tho-
reau’s’ life, and Civil Disobe-
dience’s inspiration on figures 
like Ghandi.”
   Hochkammer told the High-
lander she had to do some 
research on her character.
   “She is extremely submis-
sive. I have to tone myself 
down to play Lydian. I feel 
great about it,” Hochkammer 
said.
   Students acting in the fall 
play have been working very 
hard to bring an exciting and 
positive experience to the 
Seaholm Student body. They 
hope that everyone comes out 
and enjoys their performance.

portunities that we have in 
Birmingham Public Schools,” 
Orchestra Director Erin Little 
said. “The chance to collabo-
rate with the choir gives both 
the audience and the students 
an opportunity to see lots of 
different types of music mak-
ing that occur at Seaholm.”
   Sophomore Genevieve Fitch 
confirmed that the students 
love to see their friends from 
different mediums perform in 
their element.
   “I like to hear what the choir 
has to sing,” Fitch said. “You 
get orchestra and choir, but 
not always together. You get a 
nice mix.”
   In addition, Fitch enjoyed 
both the orchestra and choir 
students’ array of costumes.
   “Seeing everyone’s costumes 
is always a blast, especially 
since so many people go 
all-out,” junior choir student 
Rachel McCardell said.
   Frick, having witnessed 
many Masquerade Concerts, 
is still enjoying the novelty of 
the students’ costumes.
   “I think every student 
decides what to wear based 
upon their own sense of flare,” 
Frick said. “It’s wonderful to 
see everybody get involved in 
something creative.”
   However, Frick is still wait-
ing for someone to top class of 
2015 Sarah Kmiec’s costume 

Flex Serves the Community
Ben Gretchko
Features Editor
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   Recently, Seaholm’s Flex 
Program went to serve the 
community in their annual 
Flex Day of Service. Flex stu-
dents spend a day in a variety 
of places every year to serve in 
the community.
   “We started this a few years 
ago when we looked at the 
values of flex students and we 
decided that its good to read 
a book and get smart that 
way and go off to college and 
do your thing,” Flex teacher 
Robin Moten said. “The next 
step is what are you actually 
doing with all that knowledge. 
So it’s important for the entire 
Flex team to give back in 
whatever way that we can.”
   “Logistically, no one on this 
planet could accept 150 kids 
at one time so we have to split 
apart,” Moten said.
   One of the places the flex 
community went to this year 
was Grace Centers of Hope in 
Pontiac.
   “At the individual sites we 
all had our goals, we have 
coordinators at each site,” 
Moten said. “At Habitat for 
Humanity their goal was to 
finish cabinets and build. A 
lot was accomplished.”
   Second Mile in Detroit was 
another one of the places that 
flex students volunteered.
   “Second Mile is a place that 

focuses on helping people 
who are in poverty in Detroit,” 
Moten said.
   Students also ventured to 
Fenton to help out at Forgot-
ten Harvest Farm.
   “The goal at the farm was 
to help them clean up what-
ever had not been harvested,” 
Moten said. “We got a chance 
to be in corn fields, we got a 
chance to pick up the plastic 
bedding.”
   Flex has helped at Habitat 
for Humanity many times, 
this year in Oak Park.
   “It Switches locations every 
year, because you work on 
building a specific house,” 
Moten said.
   Locally, students assisted in 
raking leaves for the elderly 
at NEXT Senior Center on 
Midvale.
   “The kids will drive sepa-
rately there and will bring 
their rakes and garden tools 
and help senior citizens in the 
Birmingham area,” Moten 
said.
   Finally, students have 
spent the last couple of years 
developing the flex garden, 
previously located outside the 
Community Ed doors. Howev-
er, due to auditorium renova-
tions, this year students spent 
the day of service moving the 
garden out of the way.
   While Flex does delegate 
time to their garden in the 
spring, it always has a small 
team who stays back during 

  Seaholm Building Principal 
Rachel Guinn refrained from 
comment at this time, in 
order to respect the privacy of 
the process.
  “Really any role when you 
hire high quality people, 
skilled people, smart people 
who are very effective in what 
they do, there’s always an op-
portunity that you’re going to 
lose them,” Silveri said. “Be-
cause they are going to seek 
opportunities to advance, and 
sometimes they have opportu-
nities within.”
   If someone were to look for 
advancement from within the 
school district, Nerad would 
give them equal consideration 
as someone applying outside 
the district.
   “That would be another role 
to fill. Again, we would simply 
fill that in the same kind of 
manner,” Nerad said.
   According to Nerad, he is 
looking for a knowledgeable 
education leader that is caring 
and a good listener. 
   “Their main job is to pro-
cess and help people with day 
to day jobs that they have, 
whether that’s staff or parents 
or students,” Nerad said. “It’s 
equally if not more important 
that they have good human 
relation skills, that they’re 
good listeners, that they’re 
caring, that they can help 
people.”
    Central Admin is hoping 
to fill the role permanently 
around the beginning of De-
cember.
     “You work to identify the 
best candidate. Whatever time 
it takes us to get there, we’ll 
take that time,” Nerad said.
   Nerad was adamant about 
taking the necessary amount 
of time to fill this important 
role with the best candidate 
possible. However, accord-
ing to Nerad, Michigan Law 

only allows retirees to work a 
certain number of days a year. 
Therefore, Silveri’s time in his 
interim role is inhibited by 
external factors outside of the 
school district.
   The hiring process is well 
on its way. The position 
originally had one hundred 
and seven applicants, which 
was narrowed down to ten, 
and subsequently narrowed 
down again to four. The four 
remaining applicants will not 
be released to the public. No 
news will be released until 
Nerad makes a suggestion to 
the Board of Education, and 
from thereon the single cho-
sen candidate will be public.
   Given that this position is 
very prestigious, second in 
command only to Superin-
tendent Nerad, Seaholm High 
School specifically will be 
affected.
   “Anything in that level influ-
ences the administration at 
the High School level,” Hall 
said.
   Although it may be difficult 
for a new person to fill the 
position mid-year, Nerad is 
optimistic for positive change 
to come.
   “I’m trying to look at a 
silver lining with what we 
face here,” Nerad said. “This 
timing now would allow a 
person to come in, learn 
about the district, learn about 
the schools, learn about our 
people for the decision mak-
ing process for the next school 
year.”
   The Administration seems 
to be in a steady place for 
now. But the only thing con-
stant is change.
   “People retire, people get 
different jobs; there are no 
more changes that I’m antici-
pating right now, but you just 
never know,” Nerad said.

the day of service and helps 
out.
   “We have students who will 
work the garden usually in the 
fall because you’re cleaning 
up everything,” Moten said.
   Flex students miss a day 
of instruction in their other 
classes in order to participate 
in the day of service. Even so, 
Moten believes what they gain 
in return is valuable beyond 
academics.
   “The day of service is a 
chance for all of us to give 
back, not just individual sign-
ing up for community ser-
vice,” Moten said. “This is our 
program putting a stamp on 
the fact that service is impor-
tant that it only helps to make 
you smarter.”
   Experiential learning is one 
of the cornerstones of Flex.
   “Anyone who does a signifi-
cant amount of community 
service will tell you that they 
gain as much if not more than 
the folks they are helping 
out,” Moten said
   In the end, students leave 
the Day of Service with a 
sense of accomplishment.
   “I want the students to be 
reflective on that day and my 
wish would be that they’re 
filled with a sense of grati-
tude,” Moten said. “The things 
we have in the school and flex 
community not everyone has.”
   The students responded 
positively, as they always do.
   “The day of service is super 

fun, and it’s really nice to 
help people,” junior Anna 
Chisholm said. “We cleaned 
up fallen leaves, trimmed the 
bushes and cleaned up yards. 
I like serving in the com-
munity and seeing the senior 
citizens so happy.”
   Every site was a success.
   “At habitat for humanity, 
I helped dig holes and ring 
for the foundation of a shed,” 
senior Nathan Sylvia said. 
“I also helped with pulling 
out nails to pull up flooring 
boards that were wet. When 
it comes to the day of service, 
I just think it’s a great thing. 
Just the thought that what 
I’ve done has helped them 
have a better life. That is good 
enough for me.”
   Though the benefits of the 
Day of Service are evident to 
flex students now, having par-
ticipated for years, that has 
not always been the case.
   “The first time the day 
of service was announced 
students were questioning 
why are we doing this? Why 
are we taking time out of 
the classroom?” Moten said. 
“This year when we told the 
kids the date would be this 
year and the details, the kids 
applauded. They were excited, 
happy and its now part of the 
flex culture.”

to her senior masquerade 
concert.
   “There have been some 
amazing costumes over the 
years, but that’s the only one I 
can remember that’s one of a 
kind,” Frick said.
   Junior Derek Johnson 
recounted when he first saw 
Kmiec’s costume.
   “I was a freshman, and I 
was floored,” Johnson said. 
“She walked in wearing a big 
yellow tube with long arms. 
She was supposed to be one 
of the blow up things outside 
gas stations. It was hilarious, 
and that’s really the essence of 
masquerade.”
   But don’t think the costumes 
are just for the kids. Frick, 
Little and Derby Choir Direc-
tor Beth Buchanan all dress 
up as well.
   “I’ve been so many different 
characters through the years,” 
Frick said, “I usually make my 
costume.”
   With the Masquerade Con-
cert, the main focus is really 
to unite musicians bridging 
genres, methods and ages.
   “I’m very excited for the 
Derby kids to be joining us 
this year,” McCardell said.
   Not only does having the 
middle school students come 
to perform further diversify 
the concert, but the eighth 
graders get to grow as musi-

cians.
   “Having the eighth graders 
getting a chance to be part 
of the grand finale is really 
great,” Little said. “I think it 
gives the high school students 
an opportunity to show some 
leadership.”
   Eighth graders like Josh 
Taylor, a choir student at 
Derby Middle School, appre-
ciate the opportunity that the 
Masquerade Concert provides 
them.
   “I get to perform with other 
people who are older than me, 
most of whom I’ll be going to 
school with next year,” Taylor 
said, “They probably know 
more than me, so I get to 
learn from them.”
   Taylor had never performed 
with an orchestra before, nor 
had he been met with a piece 
of music so intricate.
   “It’s more complicated than 
middle school choir music 
because it has a lot of differ-
ent harmony parts,” Taylor 
said. “It has four parts, but 
usually we only do two part 
songs. It’s a little bit different 
in that aspect, but I think we 
can all do it.”
   Across the board, students 
enjoy the Masquerade Con-
cert and all its traditions.
   “It’s definitely my favorite 
concert of the year,” McCa-
rdell said.

Photo by Ellie Braun
Students practice for the fall play.
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Birmingham Schools Host 
Election Connection

   On November 8, 2016, 
Seaholm and Groves are co-
hosting an educational event 
for the entire Birmingham 
community named Election 
Connection.   
   After long campaigns, Elec-
tion Day is a highly-anticipat-
ed event where we finally get 
to see the new “leader” of our 
country. 2016’s election is fi-
nally coming its culmination, 
and the end of the election 
indicates which direction the 
country is going in on its most 
important issues.  However, 
that doesn’t mean the dia-
logue has concluded.
   Government teacher and 
head of Election Connection 
Barb Harte described the 
purpose of the event.
   “The goal is to create an 

   In the 2015-2016 school 
year, 37.12% of the budget 
was spent on Instruction, 
while 10.53% was spent on 
continuing education for 
adults. 5.88% was spent on 
teacher’s salaries, and an ad-
ditional 5.88% was spent on 
student services. 2.45% was 
disbursed towards athlet-
ics. The remaining money 
went towards administration, 
transportation and mainte-
nance among others.
     Birmingham Public School 
spends approximately $14,144 
per student, which is $2,819 
more than the average school 
in Oakland County. 
   “The House and the Sen-
ate decides that the governor 
puts out his budget proposal 
in February,” Piesz said. “All 
three come together in a con-
ference committee every May 
and they put together a state 
school funding bill. Then, 40 
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Why Students are Treating Their Friends Differently
  *This story 
was written 
by a student 
at Derby 
Middle 
School.
  There are 
many stu-
dents at 
Derby that have been left out 
of situations. Students are 
important and most of the 
kids leaving others out prob-
ably don’t know that they’re 
doing it. Usually they get so 
caught up in a situation that 
they forget about the rest of 
the people around them. We 
don’t want students to forget 
this because we want them 
to know when they’re leaving 
someone out. 
    I had the chance to inter-
view a student named Savan-
nah Weinrick at Derby and 
her thoughts on how other 

Ella Layer
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students have been left out of 
situations. Savannah thinks 
students being left out is a 
problem at Derby, because it 
gives Derby a bad name.
   Savannah has been left out 
at birthday parties, friend’s 
houses, and at school. Savan-
nah also is bothered when she 
tries to get into a conversation 
but it isn’t allowed. She feels 
like they don’t want to talk to 
her. Savannah thinks the best 
way to handle a situation like 
this when she’s really both-
ered, is to talk to the person 
so they know that you’re hurt. 
If they’re a nice person the sit-
uation gets better or is solved. 
If the person doesn’t handle it 
well it could make the situa-
tion worse. If it doesn’t work 
out she said you should try to 
hang out with a better crowd. 
   When a student is left out 
and that’s the only thing on 
their mind it can affect how 
they learn. This has happened 
to Savannah and she said it 

does affect how you learn. She 
said you usually think more 
about the situation, and con-
centrate less on the subject at 
hand, which could make your 
learning harder. 
   I asked Savannah: if she 
knew someone who was left 
out, would she help them? 
She said she doesn’t know 
if someone is left out unless 
they come talk to her. If she 
does know though, she will 
get them more involved. 
   She thinks everyone has 
been left out at least once. 
I think that’s true and most 
other people do too. Savannah 
thinks the people that make 
her feel like she’s never left 
out are her family, Stephanie 
Monk, and me. 
   I also had the chance to 
interview an administrator at 
Derby Middle School named 
Mr. Ofili on his thoughts 
about students being left out 
of situations. Mr. Ofili was 
a teacher for three years in 

Birmingham, then was an 
administrator at a different 
school for 2 years, and then 
returned to the Birmingham 
School District in an adminis-
trative role. 
   Mr. Ofili became an ad-
ministrator because he loves 
being with students and work-
ing with them. He also enjoys 
working with teachers and 
enjoys teaching other teach-
ers. Mr. Ofili has handled 
situations of students being 
left out of conversations oc-
casionally. He usually works 
with counselors to get these 
problems solved. 
   Mr. Ofili doesn’t think 
students being left out is a big 
problem at Derby. He thinks 
that the problem is big for the 
person and is an important 
issue. Mr. Ofili likes to go up 
to the students and teachers 
and ask them if something is 
wrong when they’re acting dif-
ferently. He thinks it’s impor-
tant to talk to students about 

empathy. He also thinks it’s 
important for students to 
know that people accidentally 
disclude people. 
   Mr. Ofili thinks that stu-
dents being left out of situ-
ations can affect how they 
learn. He believes that situa-
tions like being excluded will 
have a negative impact on 
your learning. When he no-
tices that students aren’t par-
ticipating and are affected by 
their learning he makes sure 
he finds a way to get them 
engaged. He talks to teachers 
and takes notes so he can find 
a way to get that student more 
engaged. 
   Mr. Ofili had been left out 
as a child. He remembers not 
being invited to a birthday 
party and he was really upset. 
He now knows that he needs 
to make sure that everyone is 
included. Mr. Ofili would usu-
ally handle situations himself 
as a child but if it didn’t work 
he would tell an adult. He 

wants students to do that too. 
He also knows that everyone 
has certain people in their 
lives where they are never left 
out. Mr. Ofili’s friends and 
family make him never feel 
left out. 
   Other teachers inspire Mr. 
Ofili every day. He watches 
how every teacher handles 
a situation the right way but 
different from other teachers. 
He wants kids to enjoy school 
because of inspiration. Things 
like kids being happier help 
them learn better. 
   Helping kids learn and feel 
more included makes school 
a lot easier for them. Kids 
don’t want to be excluded but 
sometimes they are. Teachers 
want the students to handle 
each situation the right way. 
You also don’t want to be the 
person that discludes others. 
Teachers want everyone to 
be included to make Derby 
better.

atmosphere to moderate pas-
sionate and heated conversa-
tion without being offensive,” 
Harte said.
   Election Night will feature 
12 breakout rooms where 
different topics will be talked 
about in small groups, a game 
room, and the election results 
being live streamed in the 
Seaholm Auditorium. 
   In anticipation of covering 
controversial topics, as well 
as hosting a wide perspective 
of viewpoints, Harte and the 
Election Connection Commit-
tee have taken many prepara-
tions to ensure that the event 
is a safe atmosphere to voice 
an opinion and converse 
respectfully. 
   “Each room with a con-
troversial topic will have an 
adult, almost always a teach-
er, monitoring the conversa-
tion,” Harte said. “Rooms 

with an uncontroversial 
topic or something I am not 
worried about won’t need an 
adult to monitor it.”
   Senior and breakout session 
leader Isaac Susser is excited 
for the night, and thinks that 
Election Connection could get 
people to gain new acceptance 
of ideas.
   “The beautiful part of this 
nation is people come togeth-
er and compromise,” Isaac 
said. “This nation was not 
founded on gridlock.”
   In case any attendees find 
themselves wanting a cool 
down from the talk, the game 
room is a go-to to get emo-
tions back in order.
   “It is for anyone who 
doesn’t want to talk, or gets 
too heated during one of the 
conversations to come to a 
neutral space and have a fun 
game of Bingo or Pin the Tail 

on the Donkey,” senior Sofie 
Johnson, head of the game 
room, said.
   The breakout rooms are 
all covering different topics, 
and are lead by Seaholm and 
Groves students. Some rooms 
from the Seaholm side in-
clude: Why Youth are Attract-
ed to Political Revolution, 
lead by seniors Faren Bar-
tholomew and Ryan Levy; The 
Importance of Government, 
led by senior Isaac Susser; 
and Muslims in America lead 
by senior Benjamin Vito Nepa 
and junior Shannon Stall.
   This night will be packed 
with great conversation and 
ideas from both students and 
parents. Everyone in grades 
nine through twelve and par-
ents are encouraged to attend 
this event and get some great 
ideas from our very own com-
munity. 

BPS
Cont. from page 1

districts in the state vote on 
the millage bill.”
   The business mileage falls 
under a separate ballot, 
though one that is also voted 
on every 5 years.
   “The millage renewal falls 
on a regular 5 year cycle; the 
timing of this request reflects 
that 5 year cycle,” Lawrence 
said. “Five years from now, 
the district has the opportu-
nity to join the homeowner 
millage and the business mill-
age into one ballot proposal. 
[The ballot language of the 
next millage renewal] will 
combine the homeowner mill-
age renewal with the business 
millage renewal into one bal-
lot question.”
   The November 8th ballot 
will also cover the election 
of four new members to the 
Board of Education out of 
seven potential candidates.   
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Staff Editorial
Who Can You Trust 2016?
     It’s no secret that this 
election is unlike anything 
America has ever experi-
enced in its history. Since 
its conception, this race has 
been packed with unexpected 
twists, controversial remarks 
and radical change. 
   Whether it’s Donald 
Trump’s wall, or the rise of 
Bernie Sanders’ socialism, 
or the nomination Hillary (a 
female) it’s fair to say that 
Americans have been looking 
for a totally different candi-
date in 2016. 
   However, it’s been a long 
race. A lot of things have been 
said, and then unsaid, and 
then resaid, during this elec-
tion. Who can you trust? 
A lot of stances have changed 
since the primaries, and it 
makes one wonder what poli-

cies will actually be carried 
out. Since the elimination 
of Bernie Sanders from the 
presidential race, Hillary Clin-
ton has trended a little more 
left than in the Democratic 
Primaries. 
   Now, Clinton has been lean-
ing more and more leftwards 
as her career progresses, 
which is fine. However, it is 
the within the past 2-3 years 
that she has flipped many of 
her stances to something a 
little more liberal. 
   Hillary Clinton didn’t agree 
with gay marriage until 2013, 
which is when Americans 
supporting gay marriage was 
above 50% for the first time.  
Although it’s possible she 
could be one of the people 
whose mindset or thinking 
changed to be more progres-

sive, the coincidences don’t 
really stop there. 
   Donald Trump’s wall has 
been hilariously mocked 
(and will be later on in this 
article) as a unamerican, 
unnecessary,and impossible 
political stance; however, 
Clinton voted to build a bor-
der fence while she was in 
senate. Fences and walls are 
different but the general idea 
is the same, to create a physi-
cal barrier to deter people 
from crossing into a specific 
area a specific way.
   Obviously, people and poli-
ticians are allowed to change. 
A politician shouldn’t be 
discouraged from flexibility in 
any way, it’s just that the val-
ues and frequency that Hillary 
has flip-flopped on should be 
noted. 

   But this isn’t limited to 
the Democratic side. Trump 
has been famous for endors-
ing and then un-endorsing 
an idea during this whole 
race. Trump’s immigration 
policy itself has been a rapidly 
changing, confusing policy. 
NBC has a list of 18 flip-
flopping stances on immigra-
tion from Mexico that Donald 
Trump has offered, and then 
an additional 15 different 
stances on his proposed 
“Muslim Ban”.
   His tax plan also has 
contradicted itself on whose 
taxes should be cut and by 
how much. It’s very difficult 
to understand what people 
are voting for when the cast 
Trump’s name on the ballot. 
His policies are so fluid that 

one cannot know whether or 
not it will remain the same by 
the next day. 
   One of Donald Trump’s 
most notable policy changes 
is his stance on abortion 
which when from criminal-
izing women for abortion to 
ceeding the power to states to 
being stating that the doctors 
should be in trouble over the 
span of about 80 minutes.
   How can we trust candi-
dates whose policies are so 
malleable? Are either of the 
two going to carry out any-
thing that they say they’re 
going to do? Flipping sides 
is a risk one takes with any 
politician in any election, but 
it really seems to be problem-
atic in 2016. 
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   Recently, clowns have been 
making an appearance in 
parks, backyards, parking 
garages., and on many college 
campuses. This creepy clown 
epidemic throughout the 
country has just about ev-
eryone scared to death.
   Social media is the 
main spotlight for all 
things clowns. Each 
Tweet and Instagram 
post is another splash 
of gasoline on this 
uncontrollable wild-
fire. The hashtags that 
have come along with this 
trendy topic only draw 
more attention to some-
thing that needs to 
be shut down fast.
   There are several 
videos being posted using the 
hashtag #IfISeeAClown. The 
videos are often humorous, 
giving light to the situation. 
Usually, they include a funny 
impersonation or reaction to a 
clown, if one was seen. How-
ever, with this unusual humor 
comes a dangerous reality.
   Individuals are sharing 
many forms of media that in-
clude a rather terrifying image 
of what these clown appear-
ances are truly turning into, 

and it isn’t pretty. There have 
been cases of clowns scar-
ing people, stabbing people, 
and even killing people. Most 
of the clown sightings seen 
on Twitter are completely 
harmless; however, they are 
definitely crossing a personal 
boundary.
   For instance, individuals 
have been posting videos of 

clowns attacking others, chas-
ing others and simply stalk-
ing the public. With all these 
posts, the situation is becom-
ing much worse. Due to the 
growth of popularity, people 
are wanting to join in on the 
craze.
   The clown population has 
vastly increased due to all of 
the attention being brought to 
this topic. Some of those who 
have watched the epidemic 
unfold are now taking part in 

     I love school dances. I love 
buying dresses and eating 
a nice dinner and spending 
time with my friends. Despite 
the expenses, drama, and 
ups and downs that always 
seem to be part of the night, 
I’ve always managed to have 
some fun. Because perhaps 
the best part of dances is 
that they never go exactly 
as planned. The excitement 
and uncertainty about what’s 
going to happen before your 
extended curfew seems very 
“high school” in the best sense 
of the word.
   The majority of dances fol-
low the same format; pictures, 
dinner, dance, party. The 
formula for what should be a 
magical night. The dance you 
spend hours getting ready 
for should be expected to be 
the highlight, right? In our 
generation, that doesn’t seem 
to be the case.
   The idyllic slow dance scene 
depicted in every teen movie 
is far from the Seaholm dance 
experience. The music of the 
evening tends more towards 
fast paced, up beat electronic 
than sappy romantic. 
   The atmosphere is better de-
scribed as a group of sweaty, 
hormonal high schoolers 
jumping up and down. Girls, 
make sure to watch your feet!
   Sometimes the dance seems 
like nothing but a precursor 

Quick Quiz from the Mind of John Dolan
Hey, folks! Here’s some trivia you need to know if you want to be taken seriously as an intellectual human being.

Dance, Dance
to a party that’s only better 
because everyone looks a little 
nicer. 
  Which is an exciting thing, 
I’m by no means complain-
ing. However, my complain-
ing starts when the party that 
has become the main event of 
the night gets busted by cops 
twenty minutes in.
  Sadly, that is what ultimately 
happened to my homecoming. 
But I would still call it my best 
dance yet.
  However cliché, your night 
doesn’t have to be defined by 
the events that take place. You 
can let it be defined by the 
people you experience these 
events with. Make sure you 
pick the right people, whether 
a cute boy you have a crush 
on, a long time girlfriend, or 
just a group of close friends.
   Dresses rip. Curls fall. Cur-
fews come, and parties end.
     But despite all this, ev-
ery single time a dance rolls 
around, I find myself hoping 
to be lucky enough to get a 
handsome date and spend 
a few hours in the Seaholm 
cafeteria. Feet bruises and all, 
something about a “dance” 
will always have an appeal.
   I’ll always love school 
dances. I’ll always love buy-
ing dresses and eating nice 
dinners and spending time 
with my friends. I’ll even love 
the slow dances I get, even if 
they are few and far between. 
However, next time, I could 
do without the cops. 

Quit Clownin’ Around
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it. 
   But why? Scaring innocent 
people, all for what?
   Furthermore, the obsession 
of Clowns is taking ‘stranger 
danger’ to a whole new level 
of extreme. Parents around 
the nation are becoming 
uneasy about sending their 
children off into the world on 
a regular day, especially after 
it gets dark. It’s crazy to think 
that clowns have taken such a 
toll on every day life of our      

  community. A once 
  enjoyable walk in the park 
   is now becoming a nui-
   sance due to the worry of  
  this bizarre creature lurk-
  ing in the shadows.

   The obsession needs to  
   end. Recently, clown sight-
  ings have begun to slow 

    down. However, it isn’t 
    completely over. So-

   cial media posts are 
   continuing to pop 

up and news stories 
are still being published. 
   All around the world, the 
clowns have made their 
mark. They have officially 
achieved the goal they hoped 
to accomplish - scaring the 
innocent with no justifica-
tion. Hopefully, this issue will 
disappear as the Halloween 
season comes to a close. Oth-
erwise, we are going to have a 
serious problem.

Graphic by Ellie Braun

Question 1: Who has the most 
passing yards in NFL history 
through their first 100 games?

A. Verynda Stroughter
B. Aaron Rodgers
C. Dan Marino
D. Matthew Stafford

Question 2: Who is the owner of Bobby’s Burger 
Palace in New York?

A. Bobby Griffin III
B. Bobby Flay
C. Bobby Carleton
D. Bobby Kennedy

Question 3: Who was the winner of 
Season 2 of American Idol?

A. Ruben Studdard
B. Kelly Clarkson
C. Barb Harte
D. Young M.A

Question 4: What album is Eminem’s 
“The Real Slim Shady” off of?

A. The Slim Shady LP
B. The Marshall Mathers LP
C. Now THAT’s What I Call Music! 39
D. Pull Up – Single

Question 5: In what movie does Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson star as Joe Kingman?

A. The Fast and The Furious 7
B. The Tooth Fairy
C. The Game Plan
D. Citizen Kane
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The Highlander, 

Words of 
Wisdom 

With John

   Hey, 
peers! High 
school 
can be a 
struggle 
sometimes. 
Important 
questions 
arise for 
students every day. Who 
do I sit with? How do I tell 
her I like her? Why does 
my physics teacher call the 
police when I follow him 
home? Well, I’m here to help 
Seaholm students with all 
their problems! Got a ques-
tion you want me to ask? DM 
@shshighlander on Twitter 
and I’ll answer it next issue. 
Let’s rip!
   Q. How can I be in the 
popular group of kids?
   A. What is this, 2006? Is 
being “popular” even a thing 
anymore? The days of the jock 
walking around in the halls 
wearing his varsity jacket 
with his cheerleader girlfriend 
shoving nerds into lockers 
are over. See, anonymous 
questioner, the beautiful 
thing about this school is that 
everybody has their place, and 
everybody can be comfort-
able. Seaholm offers so many 
ways to get involved and make 
friends, whether it’s playing a 
sport, being in a club, or writ-
ing for the Highlander (join 
the staff today!), students 
here find their community 
within the school, and it helps 
them flourish. Seaholm is a 
very accepting school. At all 
home football games, and at 
basketball games once winter 
comes around, you’ll see 
200+ happy, united Seaholm 
students all supporting their 
classmates. Who you’re 
friends with, how smart you 
are, or how good you are at 
any particular thing doesn’t 
matter to Seaholm students. 
If you go to this school, we 
want you to feel like you’re a 
part of it, and I think that’s 
what makes Seaholm such a 
happy place.
   Q. Hey John, there’s 
a girl I really like. She 
thinks of me just as a 
friend, how can I change 
her mind?
   A. Alright anonymous stuck-
in-the-friend-zone questioner, 
you need to get a little reverse 
psychology action going. Any 
time you’re with her, I want 
you to only talk about how 
good of a friend she is. Say 
things like “I wish there was 
another girl who was like 
you!” and “You’re like a sister 
to me!” Use literally as many 
platonic slang terms as you 
can, too. You should use at 
least one of dude, bro, guy, 
champ, chief, man, cowboy, 
cadet, buddy, comrade, com-
padre, etc. in every single sen-
tence. Just get into her head 
that you couldn’t be happier 
that you guys are friends. Talk 
to her about other girls, and if 
she gets mad, say “You’re just 
my friend, what’s the issue?” 
When you’re constantly re-
minded that your just friends 
with someone of the opposite 
sex, it suddenly doesn’t seem 
as appealing is it once did. 
If you seem so content with 
being friends with her, she’ll 
start to question why, and 
then BOOM! You’re in power 
now, my friend.
   Q. Huge Halloween 
banger this weekend and 
I’m tryna get some action. 
What costume do I wear?
   A. Boba Fett. Not sure if 
this question is from a boy or 
a girl, but honestly, this will 
work either way.
   Q. Rumor has it you’re 
a fast food aficionado, 
John. What’s the go-to 
spot for lunch?
   A. That I am, anonymous 
questioner. For lunch, I 
suggest hitting up my man 
Octavius at the Burger King 
off Telegraph. He’ll give you a 
nice witty comment when you 
order every once in a while. 
Plus, if you go enough, he’ll 
start to remember your name. 
Sure, some of you may view 
that as sad and pathetic, but 
not me. I view it as a true ac-
complishment.

Answers: D, B, A, B, C
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 Seaholm Student  Spends Sophomore Year Abroad 
   As a freshman, Kandace 
Mink grew increasingly bored 
with life in Birmingham. She 
dreamt of trading out the mo-
notonous town for a vibrant, 
far-away city. Now a junior, 
Mink has returned to the halls 
of Seaholm a changed girl.
   “I wanted to go on exchange 
so I went on Google, and I 
started searching all of the ex-
change programs,” Mink said. 
“That’s just my personality. I 
want to see more and do more 
and get out of my comfort 
zone.”
   Mink found a program 
called the Rotary Club, which 
provides high school students 
with the opportunity to leave 
their country for 10 months. 
Students attend schooling 
and live with two to three host 
families during their time 
abroad.
   “Students with the desire to 
travel, learn about the world 
and promote peace within 
the world are able to start the 
process online,” Local Rotary 
Club Rebound Chair, Shelly 
Lake said.
   Applications are due nearly 
a year in advance in order 
for an extensive interview 
and preparation process to 
be completed by all students 
prior to their exchange.
   “They prepare you during 
the whole year. You go to 
events, meetings and con-
ferences preparing you for 
exchange,” Mink said.
   Mink explained that she 
made a list of countries she 
would be interested in going 
to.
   “Students have the ability to 
go to any country that speaks 
a different language than we 
do here,” Lake said.
   Although not in complete 
control, Mink did reveal that 
she had her sights set on 
somewhere Asian. Taiwan, 
where the official language is 
Mandarin Chinese, was one of 
the options Mink was pre-
sented with.
   “I wanted an Asian country 

because the Eu-
ropean countries 
are kind of the 
same as the US,” 
Mink said. “In 
Taiwan, I don’t 
look the same 
and the culture is 
the complete op-
posite. I wanted 
to go there be-
cause I liked the 
challenge.”
   Eventually, 
Rotary assigned 
Mink to Taiwan. 
Just as she’d pre-
dicted, Mink was 
faced with some 
striking cultural 
differences that 
initially caught 
her off guard.
   “They have 
different views 
on mannerisms,” 
Mink said. “I 
was in MRT one 
day, which is the 
metro system, and all the ex-
change students were just sit-
ting there when this guy next 
to us just let one out, a burp. 
We’re all just looking at him 
like, ‘What did you just do?’”
   The nuances of a culture are 
something that can only be 
experienced through immer-
sion in it.
   “To live amongst people for 
a year, you develop a differ-
ent understanding than you 
ever would from reading about 
someone in a book,” Lake said.
   Mink could not find the 
words to describe what she 
encountered.
   “You have to experience an-
other culture to know what life 
really is,” Mink said. “It chang-
es your whole perspective.”
   Mink spent the school year at 
a Taiwanese high school called 
Neihu Vocational High School, 
meaning students specialized 
in certain professions as op-
posed to having a core academ-
ic curriculum.
   “They have different sections 
of learning like engineering 
or one that prepares you to 
be flight attendants,” Mink 
said. “It’s hard to make friends 

from the other areas because 
they’re always with the same 
people, but here we are always 
switching so we’re interacting 
with different people.”
   Mink was assigned to an 
English class to help the Tai-
wanese students. She noticed 
a different atmosphere in 
their school as opposed to 
Seaholm’s.
   “It’s not a high school like 
this. There, the students don’t 
raise their hands to ask ques-
tions, they just kind of listen,” 
Mink said. “The teachers 
are strict. You can’t really go 
against them. Students have 
to look up to them.”
   Mink believes that Taiwan is 
just generally more traditional 
than the United States.
   “The culture is more conser-
vative,” Mink said. “My first 
host family was completely 
Taiwanese.”
   Mink admitted, though, that 
it rounded out her experi-
ence to have a conventional 
Taiwanese host family.
   “I had the best of both 
worlds,” Mink said. “My first 
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family was kind of strict, and 
my second host family was 
more modernized.”
   Mink was impressed with 
her second host mom’s Costco 
membership. Even so, the 
adjustment was certainly not 
easy for her.
   “You get put with a family 
that you have to say is your 
family and they’re all of a 
sudden giving you all of these 
rules,” Mink said. “and usu-
ally you’re by yourself. When 
you have a problem, you came 
here alone.”
   When asked how she kept 
in touch with her American 
friends and family, Mink ad-
mitted that she really didn’t.
   “Some people suggest you 
just go in cold turkey and not 
talk to anyone, which I kind 
of did. It sounds bad, but I 
barely talked to my family,” 
Mink said. “I just wanted to 
assimilate myself into (Tai-
wanese) culture and have 
friends there. I didn’t want to 
have the US life come with me 
into Taiwan.”
   In the same way, Mink 

recognized that 
she needed to get 
herself out of the 
American mindset.
   “When we went 
there, we had 
to know that we 
aren’t tourists. We 
had to live there. 
We got a visa 
there. We were 
students there,” 
Mink said. “We 
had to fit into the 
culture; that was 
our job.”
   However, stu-
dents were still 
able to sightsee 
local zoos, moun-
tains, and temples.
   “During the 
first week, they 
call it the hon-
eymoon phase, 
where you’re re-
ally excited to see 
everything,” Mink 
said, “I think that 

everyone’s a tourist.”
   Though Mink wished she 
could remain in Taiwan, 

realities such as citizenship 
and graduation requirements 
required she return to Ameri-
ca this past July.
   Seaholm counselor Walt 
Romano recounted help-
ing both exchange students 
coming into Seaholm from 
foreign countries and Ameri-
can students coming back 
to Seaholm after their years 
abroad.
   “It has become more and 
more academically challeng-
ing for these students to do 
this,” Romano said, “Now, 
these exchange programs are 
saying these students have to 
earn credits in all these differ-
ent academic fields, and most 
of them aren’t really prepared 
to meet that level.”
   Regardless, Romano re-
ported that, despite difficul-
ties, students who take part 
in exchange programs do not 
regret their decisions.
   Junior Juan Pablo Luna, a 
Colombian exchange student 
enrolled in Seaholm for the 
2016-17 school year, ex-

plained his take on the values 
of learning abroad.
   “You get to see different 
things: how people socialize, 
what people do,” Luna said,  
“It’s a different experience, 
and it gives you a bigger per-
spective of the world.”
   Luna is not staying with a 
host family, but rather his 
cousin who went to school in 
America. He is considering 
following in her footsteps and 
returning to the United States 
for college.
   Likewise, Mink wants to 
continue traveling after high 
school. She is looking at either 
Taiwan or somewhere in Eu-
rope to attend college.
   “Coming back here, I feel 
like a foreigner in my own 
home,” Mink said.
   Lake finds that oftentimes 
students returning from their 
exchange share in Mink’s 
confusion.
   “As (students) come back to 
the United States, our culture 
is different so they experience 
what is called reverse culture 
shock,” Lake said. “Some-
times it’s difficult then to fit 
back into our society during 
that stage and relate to their 
parents or friends because 
they’ve had such different 
experiences for a whole year.”
   Mink recounted her own 
experiences with the phenom-
enon of reverse culture shock.
   “When I first came back, I 
was in the airport and there 
was English everywhere, and 
I was able to talk to people 
in English. That was a weird 
thing for me,” Mink said, “Be-
ing with my family, I didn’t 
know what to do. I was so 
frustrated the first week. I was 
so used to being in Taiwan 
and dealing with the city life 
and I come back here and 
everything is the same.”
   Nevertheless, Mink read-
justed and is enjoying her 
newfound perspective on 
Seaholm life.
   “As a person, I have changed 
so much,” Mink said, “It’s 
like a whole new world and a 
whole new adventure.”

Photos Courtesy of Kandace Mink
Exchange students participate in traditional Hakka Yamin Festi-

val in Taipei City, Taiwan.
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   With a university like Har-
vard being interested in her, 
many other schools will show 
interest as well. However, 
Russell said that her decision 
was easier than most would 
think it to be.
   “I had a number of schools 
that I was interested in, but 
after visiting the school, 
meeting the team and go-
ing through the recruiting 
process, Harvard became my 
top choice,” Russell said. “As 
cliché as it is, I really felt at 
home when I visited, and I 
loved Cambridge and Boston.”
   Russell also talked about 
how she will be treated as a 
student athlete at Harvard in 
the fall.
   “There are the expected 
benefits like team apparel, 
traveling together and train-
ing trips, but aside from that, 
the Ivy League views athletes 
as students first so there are 
no unique privileges that the 
student body does not receive 
as well,” Russell said. 
   Seaholm students are eager 
to see the places Harvard will 
take Russell along with all the 
things she will accomplish in 
her new chapter of life. Go Al!

Russell

   Among the wide variety 
of talented students here at 
Seaholm, one student who 
has recently gained some 
attention is senior Malcolm 
Mosley. Mosley, also known 
as Chef Malcolm, started 
rapping last year as a junior, 
but that isn’t when his music 
career started.
   In regards to his music ca-
reer, Mosley says he has been 
interested in music for quite 
a while.
   “I would say I’ve been 
involved with music to some 
extent since about fourth or 
fifth grade,” Mosley said.
   Mosley moved from Detroit 
to Birmingham during this 
7th grade year and attended 
Derby Middle School. Once 
he got to high school, though, 
he admits to having had a 
difficult time adjusting to the 
new environment. 
   “It took me a little bit of 
time to get accumulated with 
the Seaholm body, I ended 
up switching to Groves and 
had still had trouble acclimat-
ing there, so I switched back 
to Seaholm my junior year,” 
Mosley said.
   Up until 7th grade, Mosley 
played the violin. He then 
decided to switch to bass. 
During this transition, Mosley 

Mosley’s Golden Debut
met fellow bassist Mark 
Whalen. 
    “I would say I’m a part of 
Malcolm’s music,” Whalen 
said. “I help him write a lot 
of songs, not usually lyrically, 
but instrumental wise, I help 
him to produce a lot of stuff.”
   Ever since then, Whalen and 
Mosley have bonded through 
their love of music. Wha-
len helps Mosley write and 
produce his songs, creating 
the instrumentals that Mosley 
raps over.
   Mosley also collaborates 
with Niko Bokos, who gradu-
ated Seaholm High School 
in 2014. Bokos’ stage name 
is Rico Sanchez, and you can 
find him featured in many of 
Mosley’s songs.
   Mosley’s music is a product 
of a wide variety of music 
across all genres. 
   “Some of the people who 
inspire me are people like 
Chance, Earl Sweatshirt and 
all those guys. I’ve recently 
gotten into Mac Miller, MF 
Doom, and stuff like that,” 
Mosley said.
   “I think a fair part of what 
makes Malcolm’s music suc-
cessful is that what he thinks 
is cool and what he like in 
music he tries to, not copy, 
but emulate in his own mu-
sic,” Whalen said. 
   Mosley uploads most of his 
music to SoundCloud under 
his account name; ChefMal-
colm. His songs typically get 
anywhere from 500-1000 

plays. Mosley’s debut album 
is called Golden. He is thrilled 
about it and extremely 
hopeful about how it will be 
received.

   “If Golden is received well 
and people enjoy it through-
out, then that will give me 
what I need to really make 
that push to keep trying to 

   
The Quidditch Club is up-
and-coming here at Seaholm. 
In the Harry Potter series, 
Quidditch is a sport that in-
volved flying broomsticks and 
is played by the protagonist in 
the book.
   Ever since the series has 
been published, Quidditch 
has evolved into a real sport 
played internationally. 
  Quidditch involves different 
elements of rugby, dodgeball, 
lacrosse and tag, and includes 
seven players on the field at 
once for each team.
   “I went on every schools 
website within probably a 100 
mile radius, including schools 
in Ohio and up north Michi-
gan, and I did not find any 
Quidditch teams,” Quidditch 
Club Captain Whitney Hock-
man said.
   Still, she was able to find a 
group of students willing to 
play a match against them. 
   “I found that the Interna-
tional Academy has a Harry 

Quidditch Gets the Snitch

Potter fan club, so I emailed 
them and asked if they 
wanted to play us, and they 
said yes,” Hockman said.
   The game against the Inter-
national Academy was held 
last June on Seaholm’s own 
ground. It is the only game 
the Seaholm team has played, 
but Seaholm came home with 

the win.
   “We showed up and it was a 
great success,” Hockman said. 
   Chase McCormick, a very 
active player during the 
International Acedemy game, 
spoke about his excitement 
and explained how it felt to 
play in a real game. 
   “A lot of adrenaline was 

pumping, as soon as the bell 
rang I went for the Quaffle,” 
McCormick said. 
   Another key player, junior 
Tommy Trotta, has been a 
Harry Potter fan since he was 
little and participated as the 
Snitch in the game against 
International Academy.
   “The snitch in the books is 

a small round ball, but in real 
life it is a person dressed all 
in gold,” Trotta said. “I was 
the only person who wanted 
to be the snitch. when you’re 
the snitch, the whole team 
is trying to catch you, and I 
can go anywhere on Seaholm 
grounds. it’s pretty fun.”
   The team is sponsored by 
Shannon Feliciano, a math 
teacher here at Seaholm.    
   “I didn’t know much about 
Quidditch at the time, But 
then I looked up videos of it 
being played at colleges and 
around the country,” Feli-
ciano said. “I think it is a great 
way to be outside and active 
and have a lot of fun.” 
   The Quidditch team is satis-
fied with their undefeated 1-0 
record, and hope to play many 
more games in the future. 
They are always looking for 
new players and have practic-
es every Thursday after school 
from 3:00pm to 5:00pm. The 
Seaholm team plans to con-
tinue on their path to success, 
and hopefully more schools 
will join in playing this ex-
tremely interesting game.

Emilio Antunano 
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

pump out great al-
bums,” Mosley said. 
   Many of Mosley’s 
peers believe Golden 
will be received well. 
   “He’s been getting a 
lot better as time goes 
by,” Whalen said. 
   Mosley and Whalen 
also made it clear 
that there has been a 
lot of buildup lead-
ing to Mosley’s music 
career, and more 
specifically, Golden.
   “I can’t really see 
myself doing any-
thing that’s not mu-
sic,” Mosley said. 
   He also clearly stat-
ed that the support he 
has been received has 
been crucial to his 
success. 
   “I would like to 
thank everyone who 
supports me,” Mosley 
said. “I like when 
people are always 
asking when my new 
is album coming out 
or when my new song 
is dropping. That type 
of support is what 
keeps me going and 
what keeps me writ-
ing, especially when 

I’m staring at a blank 
Google doc and noth-
ing’s getting onto the 

page. That stuff is what keeps 
me going. So to anyone who 
is willing to call themselves a 
fan of the Chef, thank you.”

   “I also want to thank my 
orchestra teacher, Ms. Little, 
for all of the opportunities 
she’s provided for me,” Mos-
ley said. 
   Whalen also had high re-
gards for Erin Little.
   “Erin Little is a great per-
son. I’ve known her since 
she came in, her first year at 
Birmingham, great woman, 
great class, great everything,” 
Whalen said.
   “And let me tell you a little 
something about Tim Cibor,” 
Whalen said. “Tim Cibor is a 
great guy. He cares about stu-
dents and I think he brought 
the best out of both Malcolm 
and I. He’s also got great fa-
cial hair, he’s got a great head 
of lettuce.”
   However, the person Mosley 
would like to thank the most 
is his mom. 
   “I would like to thank my 
mom,” Mosley said. “My mom 
is really the only person that 
I talk to on a daily basis and 
I see on a daily basis about 
really deep stuff, its just been 
me and her since my dad died 
so she’s been very protective 
of me. So now that I’m finally 
coming out of my shell and 
making moves or whatever 
she’s been very supportive. In 
the end of it all, I just want to 
live a healthy life and live it 
with the people who love me.”

Photo by Luke Hardig
 Mosley shows off one of his many musical talents with the bass.

Photo Courtesy of Whitney Hockman
 The Seaholm Quidditch team practices their broomstick skills after school on Thursdays.

Luke Hardig 
Staff Writer
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You can find the results of the Seaholm Student Mock Election on the Highlander’s twitter page, @SHSHighlander. 
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   With expectations set high 
after the previous back to 
back first place wins, on 
Friday, October 15 the Girls 
Varsity Golf Team set out for 
the Division Two State Finals 
in Grand Rapids. After two 
full days of intense golf the 
girls came in second place. 
Trailing behind Midland Dow 
who finished with a score of 
645, Seaholm finished with 
a total of 693. Out of the 108 
girls who participated, sopho-
more Hailey Roovers placed 
9th overall. 
   “I was really happy with my 
top ten finish because it has 
been a goal of mine since last 
year.” Roovers said. 
   Roovers hopes to make it 
into the top five individually 
next year as a junior. 
   Senior captain Olivia Gooch 
talked about some of the chal-
lenges the team faced over the 
weekend in Grand Rapids. 
   “The biggest challenge that 
our team faced this weekend 
was managing the course,” 
Gooch said. “We played in 
one practice round at Grand 

Valley 
before the 
tournament, 
but other 
than that it 
was brand 
new to us. 
The course 
itself was 
very diffi-
cult.”
The weather 
was also a 
factor.
   “The sec-
ond day the 
weather was 
very cold 
and it was 
rainy, so we 
also had to 
manage all 
of the con-
ditions that 
we were 
playing in.” 
Gooch said.
   Although 
the team 
had many 
obstacles to 
overcome 
through the 
tournament, 
they were able persevere and 
maintained a positive atti-
tude. Another captain, senior 
Emma Whittington, talked 
about the bond the team has 

   Coming off their sixth 
straight county champion-
ship (an Oakland County 
record) and another OAA Red 
Division championship, the 
Seaholm Girls Cross Country 
team is in great position to 
win their third straight state 
championship. The team is 
no stranger to success; run-
ning meaningful races deep 
into the fall has become a 
tradition for the Maples.
   “I think it’s the general 
attitude of the team that 
makes us so successful,” 
junior Rachel McCardell said. 
“Everyone that’s here wants 
to be here, even if it means 
being here for three hours 
after school every day. It 

can get pretty intense, but at 
the same time stays fun and 
social.”
   McCardell said the intense 
and long practices from Head 
Coach Jeff Devantier are a big 
reason why the Maples have 
been so successful.
   “Our training comes 100% 
from our coach,” McCardell 
said. “He’s absolutely incred-
ible and his knowledge of 
running is through the roof.”
   Senior Audrey Ladd elabo-
rated about the specific 
things the team does to stay 
healthy and happy.
   “We vary hard and easy 
days to allow for recovery, 
and race together daily to 
push each other to our lim-
its,” Ladd said. “We set goals 
throughout the season, too. 
To keep morale up, we do fun 
activities like camp, kickbox-
ing, and Zumba. Things like 
that really help everyone 
bond.”
   McCardell said that Devan-
tier’s motivational abilities 
help the team as well.
    “He knows how hard he 
can push us, and he knows 
how to get more out of us 

even when we think we’re 
dead,” McCardell said. “Our 
team would be nowhere near 
as successful without Jeff.”
   Devantier declined to be 
interviewed for the story.
   McCardell placed fifth at the 
Oakland County Champion-
ship with a time of 18:46.3. 
While McCardell is mainly 
focused on the success of the 
team, she also looks to do her 
best personally to help the 
team.
   “Although we aren’t taking 
anything for granted, we are 
certainly setting our sights 
on another regional and state 
championship,” McCardell 
said. “As far as me personally, 
I’m just trying to do my best 
to support my team. If we all 
perform well individually, our 
team performs well. I think 

our top 3 definitely have a 
shot at top 15 at states.”
   The Maples’ number 1 run-
ner is Audrey Ladd. Ladd 
recently finished first at the 
county championship with a 
time of 18:15.4.
   “I was injured all of this past 
track season, so I was really 
proud to win this race,” Ladd 
said.
   Ladd is one of the captains 
this year, a title that has been 
held by numerous All-State 
runners in recent years.
   “I love being a leader on 
this team,” Ladd said. “Many 
girls on the team have never 
run before, and helping them 
grow into better athletes is 
my favorite aspect of being a 
captain.”
   Coming off back-to-back 
state championships, many 
expect big things out of the 
Maples again this year. Ladd 
believes the team is up to the 
challenge.
   “For states, the pressure is a 
lot higher than the rest of the 
year,” Ladd said.  “Everyone 
will have to run their best 
races for us to win. I have 
confidence we can make that 
happen.”

built throughout the year.
   “I think our team’s great-
est strength, this weekend as 
well as throughout the entire 
season, was definitely our 
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Girls Golf Finishes Second In State

Photo Courtesy of Olivia Gooch
State Finalists from left to right: Emma Whittington, Olivia Gooch, Hailey Roovers, Cate Joel-

son, Mary Neal.

Photo Courtesy of Audrey Ladd
The team poses for a picture after their sixth straight Oak-

land County championship.

bond as a group,” Whittington 
said. “The five (state finalists) 
of us became closer this year 
than ever before, and it really 
helped to keep us motivated 

and play 
not just 
for our 
own indi-
vidual ac-
complish-
ment, but 
for each 
other.”
   The girls 
main-
tained a 
positive 
attitude, 
worked to-
gether and 
were able 
to achieve 
their 
goals. Se-
nior cap-
tain Mary 
Neal used 
Seaholm 
Golf’s rich 
tradition 
to moti-
vate her. 
   “A goal 
of mine 

this year 
was to work 
hard on my 
game and 

help the team be successful,” 
Neal said. “Seaholm has such 
a great legacy and I really 
wanted to help carry that on.”
   Head Coach Matt Pesta 

prepared his team by practic-
ing on Fast Greens at Franklin 
and Oakland Hills the week 
prior to States.
   “We practiced with serious 
competition to get the mind-
set ready for the girls,” Pesta 
said. “We also practiced strat-
egy that they would be using 
during the tournament.”
    This year was Pesta’s first 
year as head coach, and after 
back-to-back state champion-
ships, expectations were high 
for the newcomer.
   “I think Seaholm met or 
exceeded expectations,” Pesta 
said. “Losing several con-
tributors from the year before 
made it really tough to repeat 
as state champions again, but 
I think another state title is 
near on the horizon.”
   “I think our team is heading 
in the right direction for next 
season,” Junior Cate Joelson 
said.
   She looks forward to next 
season.
 “After losing some of our top 
players last year, we really 
all had to pull it together and 
do our best this year, and I’m 
sure the girls will do the same 
next year as well. I have faith 
that our program will stay 
strong.”

Photo Courtesy  of Michael Kaminski
The Maples celebrate their district championship victory over Berkley on October 22.

John Dolan
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seconds left to send the game 
to penalty kicks. A diving stop 
by Kopmeyer in PKs set up 
senior forward Tom Booth for 
the game winner.
   “It was a close game; Troy 
was a good team,” Booth said. 
“I walked up to the ball, gave 
the keeper a little wink, and 
then shot it to the bottom 
right. After it went in, I was 
excited to get to the champi-
onship game and win.”
   Kopmeyer’s performance 
in goal impressed his team-
mates.
   “Joey’s been doing a tre-
mendous job,” senior mid-
fielder Joe Nuculaj said.  
“He’s one of the best goalies 
I’ve ever played with, and we 
all trust him like no other.”
   For Kopmeyer, the clutch 
saves were all about getting 
the team back on track.
“I was just trying to give my 
guys the best chance of get-
ting ahead,” Kopmeyer said. 
“I knew if I made a save I’d 
relieve a lot of pressure, and I 
was fortunate enough to get a 
hand on two of the shots.”
   Kopmeyer is a big commu-
nicator on the field, alluding 
to what Vince said earlier 
is one of the team’s biggest 
strengths.
   “When I’m on the field I try 
to communicate as much as 
I can to try and help out the 
defense,” Kopmeyer said. “It 
also helps me stay engaged for 
the entire game.”
   Seaholm returned to Troy 
for the district championship 
Saturday afternoon, taking on 

   In 2015, the Maples’ playoff 
run ended with a goal on a 
penalty kick from Bloomfield 
Hills in the district champi-
onship game. This year, the 
Maples would not fall to the 
same fate.
   On Saturday, October 
22, 2016 the Seaholm Boys 
Soccer team defeated Berk-
ley 1-0 to win the Divison 1 
district championship. The 
victory capped off the Maples’ 
impressive district playoff 
run, sitting at three straight 
wins and only one goal al-
lowed. The win also meant 
the Maples were moving on 
to regionals.
   Seaholm Soccer ushered in 
a new regime this year, with 
Jared Vince taking over as 
head coach. This was Vince’s 
first year as a head soccer 
coach, and he is happy with 
how it has gone.
   “It’s been incredible,” Vince 
said. “I inherited a really 
talented group of guys that 
know how to play soccer and 
know how to play together.”
   Vince’s style of coaching 
focuses more on possession 
and teamwork than in year’s 
past.
   “It’s hard to play soccer if 
you have a few individuals 
going for personal glory,” 
Vince said. “To play at a 
high level, you have to be a 
team. We definitely focus 
on communicating well as a 
team. You can attack well and 
defend well, but you need to 
talk too.”
   The playoffs began for the 

Maples on Monday, Octo-
ber 17 at Brother Rice High 
School. Senior midfielder 
Aaron Weiss scored the 
first goal of the game about 
halfway through the first half. 
Brother Rice answered with a 
goal of their own, but a strike 
from senior forward Alex 
Kerstetter with 15 minutes left 
in the game gave the Maples 
the victory.
   The district semifinal pro-
vided a much tougher task for 
the Maples. Seaholm took on 
Troy High School, a team that 
had only lost 4 games going 
into the matchup, at Troy. 
The game was played on the 
night of Thursday, October 20 
in rainy, 45 degree conditions. 
The game went as the weather 
did for the most part with 
little offense from both teams, 
leading to a score of 0-0 in 
regulation. Aaron Weiss took 
a shot just inside of midfield 
right before the game ended, 
but it bent wide right to send 
the game to extra time.
   Once the game got into extra 
time, the strong defensive 
effort continued, led by senior 
goalkeeper Joey Kopmeyer. 
Kopmeyer was stalwart in 
goal. Troy was on the attack 
with three minutes left in the 
first half of extra time, and 
attempted two shots on one 
possession, both saved by 
a diving Kopmeyer. In the 
second half of extra time, 
Kopmeyer came up big in 
clutch situations once again, 
having critical saves with 
both 1 minute left and 30 

Berkley High School. The 
Maples got off to a good 
start early, thanks to a shot 
from about 20 yards out by 
Alex Kerstetter courtesy of 
a through ball from junior 
Hagen Cunningham, putting 
the Maples up 1-0 halfway 
through the first half. The 
Maples’ defense stayed 
strong for the rest of the 
game, holding onto the lead 
to win the district champi-
onship.
   For senior midfielder 
Michael Kaminski, a captain 
along with Kopmeyer and 
Booth and a member of the 
Varsity Soccer Team for 
all four years of his career, 
bringing home gold also 
brought a feeling of fulfill-
ment.
   “This is the best I’ve felt 
over these four years,” Ka-
minski said. “Four years on 
varsity doesn’t mean much 
without a trophy to show 
for it.”
   Kaminski feels that his 
early years on varsity 
shaped him into the player 
he is today.
   “Freshman and sopho-
more year I was playing 
against kids bigger and 
stronger than me,” Kamin-
ski said. It really prepared 
me for these last two years.”
   The Maples moved on 
to play Grand Blanc High 
School in the regional semifi-
nals on October 25 at Stoney 
Creek. Seaholm lost 2-1, 
closing the book on their 
successful season.
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