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   In the 2003 blockbuster film, Mean Girls, when main char-
acter Regina George exposed gossip about her fellow class-
mates in a “burn book”, the consequences were minimal. 
   Fast forward a few years, and the proliferation of gossip is 
now through social media sites like Twitter, Myspace, and 
Facebook. This means that false information and harassment 
is now made public to millions, and could inflict greater dam-
age to the reputations of the victims, and possibly create more 
legal consequences for the harasser.  
   The reality of this growing problem hit Seaholm earlier this 
month when an anonymous Twitter account, “BurnBook248”, 
tweeted approximately 30 students, spreading gossip and 
hateful remarks that were not only hurtful, but could poten-
tially be considered libelous.

    The person, or persons, behind the account may not have 
realized the possible consequences of their tweets by simply 
stating “if you can’t handle the truth, don’t bother reading.”
  However, the suggestion that one can avoid online harass-
ment by simply ignoring it is not a legitimate argument, es-
pecially when it comes to school discipline and the legal sys-
tem.  According to the Student Press Law Center, if someone 
publishes a false statement that can be proved harmful to the 
reputation of the other person, they can be sued on the basis 
of libel.
   Clem Work, Professor of Media Law at the University of 
Montana School of Journalism reviewed the print screens of 
BurnBook248’s Twitter newsfeed for the Highlander.
   He found that most of the tweets were only “smack talk and 
name calling” and did not hold any legitimate legal value. But, 
several other tweets could be considered potentially libelous, 
and could require legal action. 
   “Three tweets stand out because there’s an implication of 
immorality, and loose sexual conduct,” Work said.  “[One of 
the tweets] implies incest.”

See TWITTER / Pg. 3

Getting 
Burned

The Next Angry 
Birds? Student’s 
iPad App Big Hit

News
Opinion
Student Life
Community
Sports

Featured Content

2
4
5
6
8

Contents
Field Day: time-
honored tradition or
simply worn-out? Read
the debate.

See Page 4 

The school’s October 6 
evacuation causes a big
stink.

See Page 2

News Student Life
Two Seaholm students,
with very different
rides. Their stories.

See Page 5

Community
The best images from 
Field Day, 2011

See Page 7

Opinion Sports
Girls golf ends season 
with a strong showing 
at state championships.

See Page 8 

   Sports, for most high school 
students, it means playing 
one of the 29 boys and girls 
sports offered at Seaholm. 
But for sophomore Russell 
Ladd, his sport is something 
very unique. Ladd spends his 
free time learning and pro-
gramming apps for Apple Inc. 
   “It’s his sport,” Seaholm 
Computer Technology teach-
er Leisa Passarelli said. 
   His second app, BLATCH has 
been a work in progress since 
he first began programming. 
Ladd created everything that 
goes along with the app in-
cluding programming and de-
signing all the graphics. The 
only thing Ladd didn’t do was 
the music. He recruited fellow 
classmate Dylan Packard for 
the music.
   BLATCH was released to the 
app store last Friday Octo-
ber 21.  And less then a week 
later Ladd got a request from 
APPLEMOBILE, in Italy, to 
write a review on his app and 
Ladd accepted 
   According to apple.itunes.
com “BLATCH is an arcade 
style matching game. It fea-
tures minimalist graphics 
and soundtrack with simple 
gameplay mechanics. Blatch 
is a game for people that like 
challenging puzzles and have 
the patience to enjoy them.” 
   Ladd first developed inter-
est in programming and cod-
ing when he was only in 6th 
grade. 
   “I first did programming in 
C++ on my own in 6th grade 
because I was too impatient to 
start the camp I was going to 
in the summer where I would 
learn programming there,” 
Ladd said.  “So I taught my-
self a whole lot of stuff and 
then my counselor, who was 
a computer science major at 
the University of Michigan, 
he taught me some more ad-
vanced topics.”
   Ladd first began program-
ming in PC but then quickly 
realized that the market he 
wanted to be in was with Ap-
ple. 
   “I really couldn’t distribute 
[the app] anywhere,” Ladd 
said. 
   Ladd realized that he would 
need a Mac computer to really 
pursue what he wanted to do. 
So with a little persuasion he 

convinced his mother to get 
him a computer that would 
allow him to further his pas-
sion. 
   Other than his one summer 
camp Ladd basically taught 
himself using videos posted 
by Stanford’s programming 
course on iTunes U.  iTunes 
U is a website that branches 
off itunes and makes it easier 
to learn and distribute infor-
mational video, lectures and 
lessons. 
   “I just kinda audited the 
Stanford course and taught 
myself iPhone programming,” 
Ladd said. 
   To date Ladd has created 
two applications, the most re-
cent came out Friday October 
21. 
   Ladd’s first app, “Polyfactor” 
came out in November of his 
8 grade year. This app was a 
calculator that factored poly-
nomials.  
   Though his apps are sell-
ing for .99 and he is receiving 
70% of that, Ladd will be the 
first to say that this is not why 
he is doing it. 
   “My sales figures are noth-
ing to get excited about,” Ladd 
said. “My real motivation is to 
just learn to be a good soft-
ware developer, because I’m 
passionate about it.”
   Classmate Jessica Harrison 
is a frequent user of “Poly-
factor.” She bought the app 
when she found out the Ladd 
had created it, she wanted to 
be able to support her friend 
but it has also came in handy 
multiple times. 
   “I think it’s really cool that 
he has the ability to create 
this type of stuff and that it 
has worked out so well for 
him,” Harrison said. 
   Ladd’s friend Ian O’Rourke 
found out about Ladd’s apps 
about a year ago and was very 
impressed about his innova-
tive ideas. 
   “I have played his new game 
and I think that it is defiantly 
one of the better puzzle games 
in the app store,” O’Rourke 
said. “And possibly one of the 
better games in the app store 
as a whole.” 
   In the future, Ladd hopes 
to attend Stanford University 
and after that work for Apple 
or start his own company. 
   “There is so much technol-
ogy that I don’t understand 
yet,” Ladd said, “and I really 
want to see the big picture.”
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   A first look at senior Matteo Iavicoli would 
yield nothing more than a nod or a smile, 
from a modest quiet student. The “Call of 
Duty” empire that he created and operates is 
masked behind his average high school life.
   In his spare time, Iavicoli operates a Call of 
Duty dedicated YouTube channel providing 
commentaries in Italian to over 25,000 sub-
scribers. These commentaries are especially 
popular in Italy with a few of his videos reach-
ing over 100,000 views. 
   Iavicoli just entered a mutual partnership 
with YouTube and Google Ads that he had 
been trying to confirm for six months. ill help 
distribute and promote his videos to his fans.
   “Yeah YouTube emailed me and proposed a 
partnership,” Iavicoli said. “I really can’t say 
anything more about the contract though.”
   Iavicoli answers to his own rules when it 
comes to video uploads. Basically the more 
videos he puts out, the more he gets paid. The 
StratigicoCallofDuty channel has always fol-
lowed a loose upload schedule but it’s hardly 
ever concrete. 
   “I just upload videos whenever I want,” Ia-
vicoli said.

Screencapture Courtesy Of  Youtube

Senior Matteo Iavicoli, seen above narrating, in Italian, a video about “a day in the life of a 
Seaholm student”, has more than 25,000 subscribers to his Youtube channel.

   Iavicoli earns money for his uploads, but 
he declined to give specifics. Typically chan-
nels with as much subscribers as Iavicoli’s can 
make hundreds of dollars per video depend-
ing on its views, favorites and likes. 
   “I’m not allowed to tell anyone how much 
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I make,” Iavicoli said. “It’s such easy money 
though.” 
   Still, the money isn’t that big of a deal. Iavi-
coli said he would still be playing Call of Duty 
and uploading videos just simply for fun. 
   Iavicoli moved to Birmingham four years 

ago as a freshman from Florence, Italy. He 
spoke broken English and didn’t really know 
a lot of people around town. To occupy his 
time and stay away from Michigan’s cold win-
ters he played PS3 with his friends from Italy, 
mostly Call of Duty. 
   “When I came to the U.S. I was so surprised 
that it was so cold during the winter,” Iavicoli 
said. “I just stayed in and played C.O.D. a lot.”
   Iavicolis’ friends were so impressed with his 
skills that they needed to know how he was 
doing so well. So Iavicoli took a video camera 
lying around at his house and filmed a few 
games. 
   “When I posted the video on YouTube I 
didn’t think much of it,” Iavicoli said. “After 
a few weeks, I went on and saw that my video 
had thousands of views.”
   Eventually Iavicoli started getting recog-
nized all around the world for his commentar-
ies so he upgraded to new software. 
   “I bought Huppage HD PVR system which 
plugs into my Mac and TV,” Iavicoli said.
   This provides optimal game streaming and 
top notch recording. “Stratigico Call of Duty,” 
Iavicoli’s channel name, is currently closing in 
on almost 5,000,000 total upload views. For 
a Call of Duty Channel in Italy, this is among 
the most prestigious. 

Photoillustration By Simon Schuster and Dylan Dulburg 

The Twitter handle was live for less than two days, but in 48 hours an unknown poster attacked the 
reputations of nearly 30 Seaholm students. The account was quickly deleted , but lasting legal ramifications 
may remain if the poster is caught.
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News Briefs

Seaholm at a Glance

   “To be clear, we were never asked to evacuate 
the building.”
   This is what Deputy Superintendent Paul 
DeAngelis sent to Seaholm staff in an email 
the day after classes were interrupted by a po-
tent smelling resin used in the injection of a 
harmless product into the storm drains sur-
rounding Seaholm. 
   Still, on October 7, DeAngelis made the final 
decision to end the school day before 5th hour, 
claiming that the move was based on two fac-
tors. 
    “First, due to the smell, we could not use the 
A and B halls on any of the three floors, thus 
space for classes was an issue,” DeAngelis said 
in his email.  “Second, the odor was enough 
that students and staff were experiencing 
symptoms that warranted medical attention.” 
   Science teacher Renee Moore’s classes were 
impacted, even before classes had been can-
celled school-wide.
   “I believe something should have been done 
before [Thursday],” Mrs. Moore said. “Be-
cause, as far as we knew, there was no specific 
day that it was going to end.” 
   Mrs. Moore’s 5th hour Environmental Sci-
ence class was forced to relocate several times 
due to the smell.
   “The smell was very nauseating,” Mrs. Moore 
said.  “I wasn’t concerned for the general 
health, but I knew for some students it was go-
ing to be more serious,” Mrs. Moore said.  
   Senior Mackenzie Moore was one of the stu-
dents affected by the smell.
   “I started to get a headache from the smell,” 
Mackenzie Moore said. “I have always been 
really sensitive towards smells like nail polish 
and stuff like that.”
   As time went on, the smell started to affect 
her more and more.
   “I started to get really dizzy and I was feeling 
really nauseous,” Moore said. 
   After making her symptoms evident to teach-
er Susan Kidd, she was directed to Assistant 
Principal Deb Boyer’s office.
   “I felt really tired and weak and then every-

thing went black for a few seconds at the bot-
tom of the stairs and Mrs. Loukmas caught me 
before I fell down to the ground,” Moore said. 
“When she grabbed me, that’s when I opened 
my eyes again.”
   After rushing Mackenzie Moore off to the 
hospital, doctors ran a few tests and told 
Moore that her symptoms were very typical of 
someone exposed to what they referred to as a 
“hydro carbon-type gas.”
   “I honestly thought it was pointless to go to 
the hospital,” Mackenzie Moore said. “But it 
was protocol.” 
   Boyer said that she was fairly certain what the 
odor was. 
   “What I have heard is that they were [putting] 
plastic piping inside the sewer lines that they 
were laying,” Boyer said. “Rather than put a 
pipe within a pipe, they simply sprayed the in-
terior of the sewer lines with the plastic so that 
it is coated all the way down. Our understand-
ing is that the spray coating that they were ap-
plying is what smelled.” 
   To be certain about the smell, air quality con-
trol was contacted. 

The Big StinkCamera Installation 
Begins 

Photo By Dylan Dulberg
The installation of 28 new cameras began 
on October 19. The cameras that are 
installed are now working and capturing 
footage. 
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Photo By Simon Schuster
EMS and the fire department discuss the mat-
ter at hand in the Seaholm main office. 

   This year Seaholm’s Field Day charity sup-
plied Gleaners food bank with an astounding 
amount of donations.
   “[Seaholm] donated 14,000 pounds of food,” 
senior co-chair Gabby Rodrigues said. Accord-
ing to the Gleaner’s website 14,000 pounds of 
food is enough to make over 15,500 meals. 
   Each year, Seaholm through its Field Day 
food drive is the largest contributor to Glean-
ers, according to Gleaners Food and Fund 
drive coordinator Cara Reyner.
   Gleaners sends the donated food to over 550 
partner soup kitchens, shelters and pantries 
in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Livingston and 
Monroe counties.
    “I think it’s great that high school students 
are willing to do the work needed to help the 
people in their community,” Reyner said.
   The amount of food Seaholm donates each 
Field Day is greater than any other school do-
nation made to Gleaners.
     “We are the only place that Gleaners sends 
two trucks to,” said senior class advisor Ann 
Deboer. 
According to Rodrigues, it took “an hour and a 

Photo By Simon Schuster
BPD Officer inspects the hallways where students weren’t allowed due to the odor. 

Field Day Charity Can 
Drive Deemed A Success

half” for Seaholm Field Day student volunteers 
to load up the truck. 
   “The seniors and sophomores kept all of our 
cans in Jilly Bickley’s garage,” said Rodrigues, 
“there wasn’t enough space to keep them in the 
advisor’s room.”
   The donations given to Seaholm Field Day’s 
charity collection are usually normal canned 
food, but it is not uncommon to find an expired 
can or a strange item in the pile of donations. 
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   “One person brought in a frozen chicken 
once,” Rodrigues said, “It was weird.” 
   While Seaholm Community Service Advisor 
Cheryl Shettel said it is an amazing feat to col-
lect 14,000 pounds of food in less than three 
weeks, but the Seaholm community is not fin-
ished yet. A food fight against Grosse Pointe 
North High School is taking place now until 
October 31.
    The radio station 104.3 WOMC, paired with 
PNC bank is prepared to match every dollar 
donated to Gleaners. For each of the money 
donations made to Gleaners, the food bank will 
in actuality be receiving twice as much. 
   The two schools are competing to see who can 
“collect the most and get the most donations,” 
said Shettel. 
   To participate in the food fight against Grosse 
Pointe North, go online to the Gleaner’s web-
site www.gcfb.org and click on the 104.3 
WOMC link that is located on the homepage to 
donate money. 
   “Students can encourage alumni and parents 
to donate,” said Reyner.
Reyner is very impressed with the amount stu-
dent’s donated during Field Day.
    “We are so grateful for all the hard work that 
students put in to this cause,” said Reyner.  

   Graduated senior Courtney Thomas will serve 
one year probation after pleading guilty to 
disorderly conduct. Thomas’ sentence, which 
was handed down October 5 at Pontiac Circuit 
Court also includes 100 hours of community 
service, which can possibly be served work-
ing with the NAACP. He was also sentenced 
to possible anger management courses, and a 
psychiatric exam. 
   In addition, Thomas has been ordered to stay 
500 feet away from Seaholm High School and 
500 feet away from the residency, work place 
and school of any person he listed on the bath-
room wall and those he sent the letters to. 
   Late in the afternoon, Thomas appeared in 
court wearing a dark navy suit jacket and a 

white shirt. His head was down and shoul-
ders slumped. When asked to speak by Judge 
Alexander, Courtney responded in a low, soft, 
monotone voice. For the rest of the hearing, he 
didn’t talk. 
   “I think Judge Alexander’s sentencing was 
spot on,” Thomas’ Attorney Elbert Hattchett 
told the Highlander. “Particularly in the sense 
that he seems to have been able to see all the 
issues and all of the things that contributed to 
emergence of the case in his court room.” 
    In June, Thomas was charged on a account 
of ethnic intimidation which was later dropped 
when Thomas accepted a plea bargain.  In ex-
change, Thomas pleaded guilty to disorderly 
conduct. He admitted, last May, to Seaholm 
administration of writing racist graffiti on the 
wall of the B-hall boys’ bathroom. 
   A reason for the plea deal is not known. The 
Highlander placed repeated calls to Oakland 
County Prosecutor Jessica Cooper to clarify. 
Those calls weren’t returned by press time. 
   However, Cooper did talk to the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Eagle on October 18, 2011.

   “As the case went on, and our assistant pros-
ecutor became aware of the case, we became 
aware of the fact that there was something that 
caused Mr. Thomas to do this, “ Cooper told 
the Eagle. “We wanted to know what was the 
entire story. There was a complete and full in-
vestigation.” 
   Birmingham Public Schools Director of Com-
munity Relations Marcia Wilkinson declined 
comment but did tell the Birmingham Bloom-
field Eagle, on October 19, that due to Thom-
as’s actions the district is implementing new 
programs with students to develop character 
education and diversity awareness.  
   “Our efforts are in awareness and apprecia-
tion in the schools and also staff development,” 
Wilkinson told the Birmingham Bloomfield 
Eagle. 
    Though Thomas reportedly never admit-
ted to writing the three offensive letters to two 
African-American students and a staff mem-
ber last school year, his sentencing specifically 
mentioned those victims. 

   “The air quality control people were called 
and they came out and measured at the site of 
the well,” Boyer said. “Even right at the sight 
of the well it was below any dangerous levels. 
There was never any danger.”
   The students were let out of school early 
simply as a precautionary measure. All after-
school activities were held as planned. 
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Field Day volunteers load the two Gleaners 
turcks with donated cans. 

Author Of Racial Graffiti Sentenced

October 28:

October 29:

November 1:

November 6:

November 7:

November 8:

November 11&12:

November 13:

November 15

Playoff Football Game @ 
Harrison 

Girls and Boys Cross 
Country Regional Meet

Ski Team Meeting- 
Groves Commons 7:30 
p.m.

Open House 2-4 p.m.

Competitive           
Cheerleading tryouts 
after school 

Voting Day for School 
Board & Millage 
Renewal 

 Play- A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream at 7:30 
p.m. in the Auditorium 

Play- A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream at 2:00 
p.m. in the Auditorium 

Breakfast Club at 7:30 
a.m. in the Media Center 

Lincoln Update

   Golfview Street closing has been delayed 
yet again due to weather delays. Golfview 
was expected to be closed as of Wednesday 
October 28, according to Seaholm Admin-
istration that would mean teachers would 
be unable to get into the teacher parking 
lot. 
   “We still have no confirmation that 
Golfview is closed,” Boyer said. 
   Boyer is expecting that in the coming 
days the west side of Lincoln will be open 
from Southfield for traffic going into the 
teachers parking lot as well as the drop off 
and pick up area in front of the Lincoln 
entrance to Seaholm. 
   At the end of last year Boyer sat down 
with city and presented them with infor-
mation on why she thought the best option 
would be to work on Lincoln at the end of 
last school year rather than the beginning 
of this year.  
   “[The city] choose not to listen,” Boyer 
said. 

For video coverage visit 
seaholmhighlander.com

By: Kelsey McClear
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Corner of Maple & Cranbrook

Lunch Combo #1
-1 Bambino 1 Topping Pizza
-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
-20 oz. Pepsi

$599

Lunch Combo #2
-Your Choice of 6” Sub
-Chips
-20 oz. Pepsi

$599

Lunch Combo #3
-2 Slices of Pizza
-1 Can of Pop

$500

plus tax

plus tax

plus tax

Meet English Teacher Billy Shellenbarger 

   Name: Billy Shellenbarger
   Subject: English (English 9 Team)
   Experience: After being in the Pharmaceu-
tical Sales business for 10 years after college, 
Shellenbarger realized that his true passion 
lied in teaching. He dropped his business 
career to get his teaching certification through 
Saginaw Valley State University. He taught at 
Utica Eisenhower last year and has been the 
boy’s varsity basketball coach at Clawson High 
School for the past four years. 
   Something Students May Not Know 
About Him:   “Something students wouldn’t 
know about me would be that my wife and I 
own an eight year old Thoroughbred horse.  
He was a former race horse whose career was 
over and was going to be ‘put down’.  We res-
cued him.  He is a huge, sweet horse and we 
are fortunate to have him.  My wife is the one 
who spends time riding and I am the one who 

does all the clean up.”
   Quote:  “Teaching at Seaholm is a dream 
come true.  Being a teacher is a dream come 
true, but being so fortunate to teach at a 
school as fantastic as Seaholm is beyond 
words.  The people at Seaholm are so selfless 
and kind.  Everyone has welcomed me with 
open arms, and I truly feel so at home here.  I 
am very lucky!”

This profile is the second in a series on new 
Seaholm teachers 

Profile By Olivia Seago

   Whether these tweets could 
result in legal consequences 
depends upon the damage it 
causes to victim’s reputation. 
   “[The tweets] were published 
and if false, could be a basis 
for a claim that they injured 
the reputation of the person 
referred to,” Work said. 
  Student Press Law Center At-
torney Adam Goldstein agreed 
Twitter is not responsible, but 
may have to release informa-
tion about the anonymous ac-
count.
   “If individuals mentioned by 
the Twitter account wanted to 
pursue a libel case, they would 
have to file a lawsuit against 
the anonymous person [ac-
count] and subpoena the I.P. 
address from Twitter and 
move forward from there,” 
Goldstein said.
   The person who created the 
Twitter account might also fall 
into trouble with the school 
district. According to Birming-
ham Public Schools Deputy 
Superintendent Paul DeAn-
gelis, if the tweets caused any 
distraction to the classroom, 
the creator of the account can 
be disciplined by the school.
   “Any incident occurring 
in or out of school that ulti-
mately create[s] a material 

and substantial disruption to 
the school can be addressed 
through school discipline,” 
DeAngelis said. “Assuming 
that the account did not access 
the district’s network, there 
may not be a violation in the 
[technology acceptable use 
policy.]” 
   Two recent cases, J.S. v. 
Blue Mountain School District 
(2010) and Layshock v. Her-
mitage School District (2010), 
may provide a legal blueprint 
for how these cases impact 
school discipline.
   In both cases, students cre-
ated fake online accounts par-
odying school officials. When 
the school districts found out 
about the fake profiles, the 
students were immediately 
suspended. In the federal 
court case, it was decided that 
school districts cannot take 
disciplinary action against 
students who assert their right 
to freedom of speech outside 
of the school setting.  
   With no information that 
the account was created or 
accessed on the school’s net-
work, the only argument 
Seaholm would have against 
the creator of BurnBook248 
would be if the tweets caused 
significant distraction to stu-

Twitter
Cont. from page 1

dents during school hours. 
   Freshman Emily Abbott was 
directly targeted by the Burn-
Book248 account. With the 
information easily accessible, 
she saw the tweet directly after 
it happened.
   “[I first heard about it] an 
hour after it came out,” Abbott 
said. “They tweeted about my 
sister, Chelsea, so she showed 
it to me.” 
   In addition to Abbott, fresh-
man McKinlay Vernocke was 
also harassed by the tweets. 
She didn’t understand the 
purpose of the tweets, or why 
they were targeting her. 
   “I was surprised, and I was 
confused,” Vernocke said. “I 
was like ‘what’s going on?’” 
   But, Vernocke didn’t take the 
tweets too seriously.
   “It bothered me [what they 
wrote], but I didn’t take it to 
heart,” Vernocke said.
   Even though the tweets were 
hurtful and offensive, both 
Abbott and Vernocke said they 
would not take any legal ac-
tion if the person behind the 
Twitter account was found. 
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The Seaholm Highlander is the official 
student newspaper of Seaholm High 
School. While school-sponsored, content 
and production is student directed and 
not subject to prior review. Our aim is 
to provide an accurate report and a free 
exchange of viewpoints in relation to 
interests and concerns that affect the 
Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room 
G107, Seaholm High School, Birmingham, 
MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish 
an editorial, which will not be bylined 
and will represent the viewpoint of the 
majority of the staff. Students are free to 
express opinions and guest editorials are 
welcomed. All such editorials and other 
features will be attributed to their authors.

Letters to the Editor: The Highlander 
welcomes all opposing viewpoints and 
encourages feedback from the Seaholm 
community. We request all letters be sent to: 
letters@seaholmhighlander.com, delivered 
in person to room G107 or mailed to the 
following address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

Letters must not exceed 300 words and 
the Highlander maintains the right to 
edit all letters for the sake of brevity. All 
letters must be attributed by name to 
be considered for publication. The final 
decision of whether the material is to be 

Ernest W. Seaholm Highlander
published will be left up to the editorial 
board.

Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
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Man on the Street:
If you could create an app, what would it be?

“An app that would get people’s 
[phone] numbers without having 
to ask them.”  

-Senior Rebecca Rosen

“An app for hockey of some sort.”  
-Sophomore Ian Bouwens  

“I would make a translator so you 
can go anywhere and hold up 
the [device]and it translates [any 
language] to English.”  

-Junior Micah Dabbs 

“I would create an app that down-
loads free music [and] all types of 
music onto your iPod.”  

-Freshman Emily Abbott 

   Sam asked me to pass him the CD that was 
tucked into the visor above the passenger seat. 
   “What’s this?”I asked, gently forcing the sil-
ver disc into the slot.
  Before anyone could answer, a sharp, 
upbeat chord struck in a repetitive 
and transcending melody. 
  Pulling into Grand Rapids with Sam, 
Micah and Big Tim, we sat speechless, 
staring out at the town all around us. 
   This tune had a freshness to it. It 
was like every feeling of entrapment 
and the need to escape, crunched into 
a 2 minute song. This sounded like 
being a kid and wanting to grow up, 
but being afraid at the same time. 
   Grand Rapids was our chance to get away 
from it all, just for a night. The song was called 
Lust For Life by the band Girls, and it was the 
soundtrack to our weekend. 
  Once our nighttime adventure had come to 
a close, about 20 hours later, I was home, still 
completely infatuated with the song. It was 
light, fun and allowed me to loosen up. But 
most of all—it left me wanting more. 
  So I hopped on my computer, went online and 
learned a little bit about the band. Lust For Life 
was off their first album, entitled Album. Af-
ter listening for a little while I realized among 

  One of the University of 
Michigan’s Fall 2011 Ross 
Business School Applica-
tion essay questions asks, 
“What are you most pas-
sionate about?” A response 
is optional, perhaps because 
it’s difficult to find a clear 
answer.
    But I have one.
   It’s Field Day.
  For the past four years, and 
even prior to high school, I 
have had a serious love affair 
with this event. It has been my varsity sport, 
my student congress, and my favorite subject. 
But Field Day is not about me.
    If you look in your planner, it will tell you 
that Field Day is about six different things: to 
encourage loyalty, build unity and school spir-
it, allow student leadership to grow and devel-
op, have a fun day on campus, permit students 
to work together and let students show their 
diverse talents.
    There isn’t anything mentioned about win-
ning. Not even about “healthy competition”. 
Among the hundreds of lessons that being 
Field Day chair has taught me, one is that win-
ning isn’t the goal.
       I’ll be the first one to admit that this year 
wasn’t our best. I was stressed out, angry, flus-
tered, tired, and looking forward to being done 
with my leadership role. The job took dark and 
frustrating turns I’d never seen it take before. 
I lost sight of the fun and excitement of Field 
Day I had fallen in love with as a kid.
  But amidst the pandemonium, I have found 
the fundamental six objectives come true every 
year.
  To encourage loyalty: this happens in so many 
ways, by wearing a crazy outfit the day before, 
donating cans, or by setting your Facebook sta-
tus as something like, “Go Sophomores!”
  To build unity and school spirit: I am often 
told by the judges how impressed they are with 
our hard work and fearless efforts, but this 
year they were even more impressed at how 
long Seaholm students have been this school 
spirited; 88 years.
    To allow student leadership to develop: 
throughout this experience, the other chairs 
and I have grown so much as people and as 
leaders.
    To have fun: admit it. Field Day is a good 
time. My aunt graduated from Seaholm in 
1963 and can tell you she lost her senior year, 
but remembers it being really fun.
   The final objective is for students to work to-
gether and show what they’re good at: every 
year, I’ve seen not only teamwork, but unique 
and new friendships come about.
    Field Day and I are no longer in a serious com-
mitted relationship. It was a rough breakup. 
And it’s someone else’s turn now. But the end 
has made me look at the big picture. Whether 
or not this event is competitive, happy, mad-
dening, joyful, or a complete failure, it is the 
longest standing tradition we have at Seaholm.
   That’s  what Field Day is really about.
  And almost 90 years later, win or lose, it’s still 
important.

their catchy riffs and ultra-genuine lyrics, that 
these guys weren’t a one-hit wonder. They were 
cool, they were different, and they were good.

   On top of that, Girls had just put out 
a new album about a month ago, and a 
few days later I was knee deep in pos-
sibly my favorite album of the year so 
far.
   Their new album is called Father, 
Son, Holy Ghost and man is it cool. It’s 
the same sound, with very subtle steps 
of change. If  I were asked to choose 
between the band’s two albums, I re-
ally wouldn’t know what to choose.
   Their first album had singles that got 
tons of well-deserved attention, in-

cluding Lust For Life and Hellhole Ratrace. But 
their new album has taken on a more complete 
“album as a whole” approach, where as the first 
one was a compilation of strong songs. This 
new album meshes in a fun blend of campy, 
studio pop highlighting on the darkest song on 
the album, Vomit.
   It’s actually kind of strange that my mind can 
latch on so tightly to something as insignificant 
as a song—but I’m glad it did. Now whenever I 
sit down with any Girls album, I’ll bring myself 
back to when I was sixteen, and I traveled with 
my best friends and left it all--just for a night.

   Field Day.
   An event that is so duly 
noted in Seaholm’s history, 
it’s practically part of the 
Birmingham community 
history.
   Field Day is an event that 
has been ongoing for 88 
years.
   Initially, it was a time 
when individual classes 
and even the school came 
together to collaborate in 
teamwork, unity, and spirit.
   But fast forward to 2011 and Field Day has 
turned into a vicious muddle.
   Past  marches were synchronized and execut-
ed perfectly by the entire class.
   The marches today have turned into 16, 17, 
and 18 year old students haphazardly gyrat-
ing across the sticky gym floor to dance club 
remixes and heart stopping techno music. 
   It’s less like Dancing with the Stars and more 
like the Walking Dead. 
   The freshmen butcher the floor show every 
year, which is awkward for everyone to sit 
through, and the seniors always end up crying, 
singing about their last year.
   Then there are the  juniors chanting “You 
wish you were a junior.” 
   Absolutely not.
   Sorry juniors, no one wants to be in your po-
sition. Junior year is not the prime year. 
   Then it seems as though the senior class is 
always disqualified for something or another, 
this year was no exception. 
   Don’t even get me started on the Field Events 
themselves.
   For one, the utility room where everyone is 
stuffed away until it is their turn to participate 
for their class is absolute insanity. 
   Too many sweaty bodies, screaming, and stale 
breathed students caked together in a room 
that isn’t intended to have 45 plus people.  
   It’s just an ugly scene. 
   The only thing Field Day has seemingly ac-
complished in the past years is upset the ad-
ministration and landing the student body an 
extra day off school. 
   I understand most people find Field Day to be 
filled with memories and tradition, but the tra-
dition has seemed to dwindle these past years, 
falling short of what field day is really about.
   And memories?Memories of what? People 
screaming? Horrific marches? The Brothers of 
2012 chanting?
   Wait, the Brothers of 2012 are kind of funny.
But other than that, I guess I just don’t see the 
appeal. 
   Overall, I feel like the main issue with the 
Field Day is the loss of class unity. 
   Each night before field day, the seniors target 
the juniors, juniors target the seniors by T.P-
ing one another’s houses. 
   It’s almost as if classes are turned against 
each other, forming an uncomfortable tension 
and inevitable hatred. 
   Some may say that the hatred is temporary, 
or they may even suggest that it is friendly fun, 
but I don’t find it to be at all like that.
   That was never the initial intention of Field 
Day.
   Either restore the main purpose and tradition 
or forget the event forever. 

Dooley Noted
Meghan Dooley

Field Day, 
Shmield 
Day 

All For Fun, 
Fun For All 

My Memories With Girls, The Band

Austin: Amp’d
Austin Filbin

Burnbook’s 
Flames Dwindle

   Burnbook viciously targeted several Seaholm 
students, tore apart their reputations and left 
them in complete humiliation and suffering.
   Oh wait, it was actually just a few annoying 
kids that saw the movie Mean Girls and said “I 
wanna be like that when I grow up.”
   Within the first 
hours of its existence, 
Burnbook was 
impossible to ignore. 
For the extent of the 
account, the average 
student’s Twitter feed was 
packed with tweets either 
directed to, or from, the 
anonymous Burnbook.
   After seeing the tweets, as so 

many students did, 
it’s obvious 
that the account 
was created for 
the sole purpose of 
offending people without 
having a face attached to the remarks.
   What the creators of Burnbook may not have 
known about their spiteful comments, was that 
their punishments, if discovered, could have 
been much more severe than the anger of an 
entire school. This type of bullying is fair-game 
for a lawsuit. 

   This form of public humiliation is called libel, 
and can get either the offender, or family of the 
offender, into legal complications that could 
potentially end in an expensive lawsuit.

   What Burnbook may not have 
realized is that anything that 

is put out online is the legal 
property of the poster. 

Even if they delete it, it’s 
published, and if anyone 
is going to take the hit 

in the end of 
the dispute, it’s 

going to be the 
offender.

   Burnbook’s goal was 
to get in a few people’s 

hair, create some buzz and 
ultimately put themselves 

above others. And guess what: 
it worked.

   But in order to defuse Burnbook and 
other online sources of harassment in the 
future, just remember that nothing anyone 
says online should have any real consequence 
in your life. The only thing those types of 
online sources of harassment are looking for 
are reactions of the people they are attacking.  
   After all, there is a reason they are hiding 
behind a computer.

Guest Editorial
Jamie Hinz

Have a comments for 
The Highlander? Write 
a letter to the editor: 
tips@seaholmhighlander.com
or deliver to G107

Online Actions Can
Have Real World
Repercussions

Page 1- Junior bakes delicious 
cupcakes for charity. 
Page 1- Plans have been made to 
install 28 new security cameras this 
October. 
Page 1- Junior running back Tim 
List adds to his 54 total rushing-
yards in varsity football’s win 
against Hazel Park. 
Page 1- Peter Redebaugh 
All Page 2- 28 cameras to be in-
stalled 
Page 10- Student Life Editor 
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Youtube 
Cont. from page 1

Photo Courtesy Of Nick Kroll
Sophomore Ryan Miller shows off the advanced skateboard trick called a “kick-flip.”

Kendall Hitch
Deputy Community Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

   Nothing else matters except 
the elaborate arrangement of 
poles ahead with a height of 
four feet three inches.
   Focusing, feeling the rhythm, 
and blocking everything else 
out.
   Carefully following the 
movement of the horse so they 
function as one, they take the 
jump at the perfect distance 
and for a moment they are 
flying, as the bystanders hold 
their breath.
   The jump is cleared and the 
rest of the world comes back 
into focus as sophomore Mag-
gie Ridenour looks towards 
her next obstacle.
   “I ride for the love of the 
animal and because I know 
nothing else,” Ridenour said. 
“Hard work, dedication, and 
perseverance are common 
terms I use to describe the ne-
cessitates of this sport, and I 
wouldn’t change that for any-
thing.” 
   Ridenour has spent the past 
seven years devoting her life 
to her horseback riding career 
and has achieved success lo-
cally, regionally, and nation-
ally.
   On the weekend of October 
15th, Ridenour competed in 
the Pennsylvania National 
horse show in the Pessoa Med-
al finals. This is an equitation 
competition, which means she 
was being judged on how well 
she uses proper riding tech-
niques over a course of jumps. 
Ridenour was one of four in 
Michigan to qualify for the 
competition.
   “Right now I’m in all the big 
national equitation finals,” 
said Ridenour. “To get to them 
you have to qualify for region-
als and then qualify for na-
tionals.” 
   Ridenour trains extensively 
to be able to compete at this 
level and that involves rid-
ing year round in all weather 
conditions with nearly frozen 

fingers in the winter and pes-
ky horse flies throughout the 
summer months. According 
to her mother, Deborah Rid-
enour, the commitment that 
horseback riding takes is the 
reason their family devotes so 
much time to it.
   “The shows are exciting and 
fun to be at…but what makes 
her dad and I support this pas-
sion is her commitment to it,” 
Deborah Ridenour said. “On 
the coldest days in winter or 
the hottest summer days, she 
is out there riding.” 
   Part of the commitment to 

Ridenour’s showing career 
means missing several days 
of school because she has to 
regularly travel to numerous 
states such as Florida and 
Kentucky. Ridenour admits 
that making up all the school 
work is difficult, but she says 
she wouldn’t have it any other 
way.
  “Last year I missed about 120 
classes and this year I’ll miss 
around 150,” Ridenour said.
   On top of all the responsi-
bilities of an average teenager, 
Ridenour has the responsibil-
ity of caring for and riding her 

two horses, Savvy and Show 
Boat. She needs the two differ-
ent horses at her level of com-
petition so she can participate 
in different types of competi-
tion. Savvy is used for hunter 
classes, in which she is judged 
on the movements of her 
horse, and Show Boat is used 
for equitation classes. 
   “I ride six to seven days a 
week,” Ridenour said, “and I 
ride about five horses everyday 
so I spend six to seven hours 
after school with riding.”
   Since Ridenour spends 35-
40 hours a week with riding 

alone, she builds an incredible 
bond with these animals. She 
often refers to them as “her 
boys” and accredits them for 
her success at shows.
   Ridenour’s barn is located 
in Holly, MI, an hour drive, 
meaning she doesn’t get home 
until 10pm or later each eve-
ning. When asked how she 
fits in all her schoolwork, she 
smiles as if she has been asked 
a million times before.
   “It’s tough, but it’s worth it,” 
Ridenour said. 
   According to Ridenour’s 
trainer, Kim Carey, her hard 

work and commitment has 
paid off.
   “Maggie is an exceptional 
rider for her age and [her] lim-
ited experience in the ring,” 
Carey said. “She has only been 
competing for five years and 
has achieved more than some 
riders that have been riding 
twice as long.”
   An example of Ridenour’s 
accomplishments is the fifth 
place she received in the Tay-
lor Harris Insurance Services 
national medal finals last 
year. The horse show that she 
competed in for the medal is 
known to bring together the 
best riders in the country.
   Carey said she has the ut-
most confidence in Ridenour 
and has no doubt that if she 
continues with riding her na-
tional achievements will con-
tinue with her.
   “With continued training and 
more experience in the ring 
[Ridenour] is going to further 
her achievements nationally,” 
Carey said. 
   Deborah Ridenour loves 
to watch her daughter suc-
ceed with her passion, but to 
her the life lessons that are 
learned with riding are what 
really matter.
  “For me, the life lessons are 
what make it worthwhile… she 
learns to work hard and how 
to get back on the horse no 
matter what,” Deborah Rid-
enour said.
   Ridenour also sees beyond 
the medals- to the way she 
feels horseback riding has re-
ally affected her life.
   “From the friends I’ve made 
to the things that I’ve learned 
to deal with, this sport shapes 
you to be a great person,” Rid-
enour said. 
   When Ridenour talks about 
her sport, she speaks as if 
she is an artist describing the 
beauty of her work.
   “I love what I do, day in and 
day out, hour upon hour of 
work, and I wouldn’t change it 
for the world,”Ridenour said. 

   Iavicoli still manages to uphold a normal high school life de-
spite his Call of Duty success. His parents don’t care much for 
his gaming, but he said they have nothing against it. 
   “I didn’t tell my parents about my channel until I had 10,000 
subscribers,” Iavicoli said. “When I finally did tell them they 
thought it was a joke.” 
   Iavicoli might not be a superstar in America but in Italy he is 
constantly reminded of his success.
Sometimes, when Iavicoli visits home, he is stopped in the 
streets and asked if he is Stratigico. 
   “Oh yeah, when I’m walking around in Italy it’s easy for them 
to recognize me because of my red hair,” Iavicoli said.
   In a few of Iavicoli’s videos he gives his Italian followers a tour 
of his life in Detroit, his usual route to school and he even takes 
them into his house to where the magic happens. These videos 
alone rack up over 200,000 views. 
   “Sometimes I talk about how different Michigan is from my 
hometown and people are usually interested in my opinion,” 
Iavicoli said.
   Ironically, Iavicoli hardly ever talks about the game during 
his commentaries. For the most part, in Italian of course, he 
current events issues are covered and interesting happenings 
on the web are discussed. Iavicoli always asks for feedback and 
approaches his videos in a blog type way. 
   “I’m not even that good at Call of Duty to be honest,” said 
Iavicoli. “I think I am so popular because I talk about my life 
during my commentaries.”
   These commentaries very rarely tell you word for word how to 
beat the game or how to level up super fast but for some people, 
like senior Connor Flynn, just seeing Iavicoli’s weapon choices 
and combat strategies can be enough to rethink the game.
   “I’ve watched Matteo’s commentaries and I’ve even played 
with him at his house before,” Flynn said. “I can definitely see 
why people watch his videos.”
    Senior Ben Jones found out about his friend Iavicoli’s chan-
nel at the beginning of last year and has been a subscriber and 
a fan ever since. 
   “Some of Matteo’s videos are great but I can never under-
stand what he’s saying,” said Jones. 
   Iavicoli has had some help in the spread of the Stratigico 
phenomenon. 
   “When I was less popular I did a few dual commentaries with 
people to get my rep up, but now I don’t really like doing dual 
commentaries because the people asking to do them usually 
only want to get more popular for themselves,” Iavicoli said.
   The StratigicoCallofDuty channel is well liked by its Italian 
subscribers. Iavicoli recently added a very cool intro to each of 
his videos and a subscriber commented, “pollici in su a la intro” 
which means, “Thumbs up to the intro.” 
   The famous Stratigico line: “Caio tutti Regazzi!” meaning 
“Hey guys” is heard at the start of nearly every commentary 
Iavicoli has ever put out, its a trademark to his channel’s repu-
tation. 
   Some of Iavicoli’s classmates at Seaholm want to see him do 
a commentary in English one day in the future. 
   “I have always wanted to know what Matteo’s been saying in 
these famous commentaries,” said Flynn.

Making Steazy Look Easy

   When it comes to throwing 
down a nice flip trick, where 
the board spins in various 
ways beneath the feet, over a 
gap, he knows exactly where 
to place his feet on the board.
   With regimented precision, 
he times it perfectly almost 
every time, popping the board 
with a swift and focused move-
ment, landing clean on the 
pavement across the gap.  
   Ryan Miller is a young prod-
igy on a skateboard and is al-
ways fun to skate with. The 
level of focus he has when 
attempting a trick is unreal 
and it really shows how deter-
mined a kid can be in order to 
push himself further.
   Miller is a sophomore at 
Seaholm and he fills the shoes 
of an average high school kid, 
but behind his demeanor is a 
very skilled, disciplined skate-

boarder who personifies the 
next generation of skateboard-
ing.   
   Miller pops and kicks his 
way to achieving the hardest 
of tricks on a skateboard like a 
hard-flip or a 360 shuv-it. He 
rides a board as smooth as a 
surfer and as clean as a snow-
boarder. He makes skate-
boarding look easy but in real-
ity is far from it.
   Alex Williams, a Groves ju-
nior, skates with Miller and 
marvels at how clean his tricks 
are.
   “Ryan skates like no one else, 
his style is his own and it looks 
so clean,” Williams said
   Miller has been skate board-
ing since age eight and has ex-
celled exponentially since. He 
displays his love for the sport 
with each push and each land-
ing he pulls off. 
   Bystanders take the time to 
simply watch him as he zooms 
off of ramps tucking and grab-
bing his board, tweaking it out 

to a near perfect landing.  Mill-
er spends the majority of his 
time skating at the Birming-
ham skate park’s rails, ramps 
and boxes. 
   “The Birmingham skate park 
is by far the nicest park I have 
ever skated at and it’s close to 
my house so I pretty much go 
there any time I’m not work-
ing or at school,” said Miller.
   The Birmingham skate park 
has been around for about 
seven years now and Miller 
has been skateboarding there 
since its opening. He looks 
for the obstacles where he 
can pull off his best tricks 
and make them look flawless. 
Miller doesn’t have one area 
of preference that he loves to 
skate; he skates pretty much 
every type of terrain knowing 
which specific tricks to try pri-
or to his first attempt. 
   A local skateboarder named 
Evan Weller has been skating 
with Miller for years and has 
watched his skills develop at a 

The Sophomore’s Stallion

dizzying rate. 
   “The kid has pushed his 
limits very far,” Weller said. 
“I used to be so much better 
than him and in a short period 
of time he has passed my skill 
level.” 
   Nico Haag, a Seaholm Ju-
nior, has also been skating 
with Miller for years.
   “Ryan has potential to achieve 
something out of skateboard-
ing. He’s so steazy.” Haag said.
   Steazy is defined as making 
something look very clean and 
easy.
   An underrated trick Mill-
er has basically mastered is 
called the kick-flip. It is a sim-
ple trick once down but he has 
perfected it to the point where 
he makes it look steazy when 
done. The kick-flip is basically 
Miller’s warm up trick down 
any gap or obstacle.
   Miller doesn’t exactly have 
a major dream of becoming a 
professional skater. However, 
he does want to push his abili-
ties to see how much he can 
accomplish on something that 
so many people are scared of 
and find a waste of time. 
   For now, Miller says, he is 
going to go with the flow. Go-
ing pro would be cool in his 
opinion, but it is not his first 
priority.
   “I definitely would take the 
opportunity to skate as a pro-
fessional but at this point I am 
focused on other things as well 
so I’m not sure what will hap-
pen,” Miller said. 
   He is just going to keep skat-
ing and doing what he loves, 
hoping that maybe he can 
make it somewhere far like 
the X-games,  the Dew tour, or 
the Maloof Money Cup. Still, 
for now he is just going to fo-
cus mainly on school, then his 
sport.
   “Skateboarding is basically 
my passion,” Miller said. “It is 
not a mere hobby at all.” 

Photo Courtesy Of  Allie Kreindler

Sophomore Maggie Ridenour riding a chestnut horse in the low junior jumpers showing. The jump is 4’3” tall.
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Photo Courtesy Of Paul VanErmen
Groves and Seaholm students on the 2011 Inland Seas Trip, sponsored by the Experiential Learning Center, take a break from learning and go dune jump-
ing. The Inland Seas Trip has been an AP Environmental Science tradition for five years, and highlights include a day at the Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Park.

Taylor Wyllie
Community Editor 
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Tips 
To Ace 
The 
ACT

   With icy breath that leaves 
her mouth in wispy, frozen 
clouds of white and skin pick-
led with tiny, flesh colored 
goose bumps, senior Erin 
O’Donnell takes the first step. 
   She sees the lake- the Great 
Lake- in all its glory right 
there in front of her, the blues 
mixing with the greens mixing 
with the clear. She takes the 
second step. 
   Everything else is sand. 
There is no solid ground, just 
small particles of broken rock, 
shaping hills and valleys for 
miles wide.  She takes the 
leap. 
   For a moment, she experi-
ences a moment of weight-
lessness during her dune 
jump, before landing with a 
sandy thud.
   “It just feels like you’re 
flying through the air.” 
O’Donnell said. “It’s a lot of 
fun.”  
   O’Donnell was one of 14 
students who participated in 
this years’ Inland Seas Trip 
to Traverse City, Michigan.  
She’s one of 2, 400 Birming-
ham students who have 
participated in trips organized 
by the Experiential Learning 
Center since 1989. 
   The Experiential Learning 
Center (ELC) is exactly what it 
sounds. It’s a department split 
into fourths- each section fo-
cusing on hands-on, involved 
learning. 
   “I know some kids are great 
visual learners and some are 
didactic learners and some 
are auditory learners and 
some learn with real cere-
bral applications and that’s 
terrific,” Experiential Learn-
ing Center department head, 
Paul VanErmen said. “In all 
cases, we’ve known since the 
ancient Greeks 3,000 ago that 

learning though experience is 
a great, valid way to develop 
yourself as a person.” 
   VanErmen doesn’t teach 
typical classes. His first job 
at the experiential learning 
center is to provide alterna-
tive, interactive ways to learn. 
It’s not English. It’s not math. 
It’s not science or history or 
health. It’s something differ-
ent, something experiential. 
   Natural resources, advanced 
natural resources and Ex-
periential Service Learning 
are the department’s three 
classes. They’re electives, and 
count for ½ an elective credit 
each, except for experiential 
service learning, which counts 
as an interdisciplinary credit. 
Contrary to popular belief- 
they are not science classes. 
   “The three most common 
tools used by teachers are 
activity, reflection and discus-
sion,” the ELC’s 2011 Natural 
Resources pamphlet says. 
“NR class consists of activities 
and events that challenge stu-
dents to act, learn and work 
together.” 
   The next challenge for the 
ELC is to provide workshops/
retreats that cater to each 
school’s needs. For Seaholm, 
this includes the diversity 
retreat held every year since 
2006.  
   Flex teacher Mike Wicker 
attended this workshop last 
year. 
   “There are underlying 
problems that Seaholm has,” 
Wicker said. “And things like 
the Diversity retreat helps us 
move to a better understand-
ing of each other. Even if 
[students thought] we’re all 
the same- they realize we’re 
all very different and it’s 
important to accept those dif-
ferences.” 
   And then there are trips. 
Trips that aren’t supple-
mented for any class, or for 

any purpose other than get-
ting out into the community, 
helping those who need it and 
learning about life through 
experience. There are an aver-
age of 10-15 trips offered each 
year. 
   A majority of the trips are 
open to students of all ages, 
although a student must be 16 
or older to participate in the 

Spring Break Service Project, 
in conjunction with Habitat 
of Humanity. Each cost a fee, 
depending upon on the loca-
tion of the trip, what exactly is 
being done and the different 
modes of transportation. 
   “We always offer scholar-
ships to students and families 
if they request it,” VanErmen 
said. “[My bosses] knew that 
the most important thing is 
to let kids have opportunities 
and not lock them out from 
doing that based on money.” 
   VanErmen also helps teach-
ers incorporate trips and 
activities, from hours long to 
days long, to help hammer in 
any lesson or value they feel 
their class needs to work on.  
   Math teacher Keith Hart has 
been incorporating a trip for 
his pre-calculus juniors since 
the late 1990’s. 
   “I had two weeks left with 
juniors, who were a year 
advanced in mathematics,” 
Hart said.  “And I was look-
ing for something that I could 
do with them that could be a 
signature event.” 
   That’s when the idea for 

the Detroit River Project was 
born. 
   These students go on a tour 
boat in the Detroit River and, 
using mathematical formulas, 
have to figure out the distance 
of the Ambassador Bridge 
from span to span, find the 
height of the Renaissance cen-
ter, and try to determine the 
speed of the water and other 
to-be-determined problems. 
   “We just get a chance to 
get out in the city, do some 
math problems that are real 
time problems,” Hart said. 
“And then to me, the magic is 
when we come back to school 
we spend probably a full two 
days, where [students] are 
just trying to crunch the num-
bers. And we’re talking about 
just five problems.” 
   O’Donnell got to be apart 
of this type of ELC program 
with her AP Environmental 
Science class.  On the Inland 
Seas Trip, O’Donnell experi-
enced more than the beauty 
of Lake Michigan and the 
faux-flight of dune jumping. 
She experienced an unforget-
table weekend full of sinking 
bogs, black and white snakes 
and a man named Bob, whose 
life revolved around the fish 
he hatched. She submersed 
herself into the world of 
Environmental Science. She 
learned. 
   “It was a really memorable 
weekend,” O’Donnell said. “I 
learned a lot of science and 
really bonded with the group. 
It was nice.”
   All in all, that’s what the 
experiential learning center is 
about. 
   “That’s what the experiential 
learning center is built to do,” 
VanErmen said.
   Students should contact 
VanErmen or call (248) 203-
3539 for more information or 
to sign up for these trips. 

Urban Adventure program
   Oct. 27-29, 2011. Cost = $50

Seaholm Multicultural 
Communications Weekend
   January 6-8, 2012. Cost = 
$95. Requirements: Must be 
invited to attend. 

Dog Sledding and Winter 
Camping
   February 18-24, 2012. Cost 
= $190

Spring Break Service Proj-
ect
   April 1-7, 2012. Cost = $370 
+ TBD airfare. Requirements: 
Age must be 16 yrs + 

Economics Trip to Chicago
   April 12-14, 2012. Cost = 
$120 + transpiration to Chi-
cago, Illinois 

   Monthly Adventure Se-
ries: 
Offered each month, these 
programs last only one day. 
Costs vary. 
They include:
   Huron River Canoeing
   High Ropes Course Climb-
ing
   Snowshoeing
   Physically Challenged 
Awareness Day 
   One Day Service Projects
   City Based Art Exploration
   Poverty and Homelessness 
Awareness Day
   Rock Climbing

Available
2011/12 

ELC Trips

Olivia Seago 
Deputy News Editor 
oseago@seaholmhighlander.com

“It was a really 
memorable weekend. I 
learned a lot of science 

and really bonded 
with the group.”
- Erin O’Donnell

The Experiential Learning Center offers classes, retreats, trips 
for students and teachers. The ELC encourages a different,

hands-on learning style. 

Kendall Hitch
Deputy Community Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com The Steve Jobs 

Legacy:
By the Numbers

   With the ACT test just 
around the corner, junior 
Caroline Bartholomew is feel-
ing anxious. 
   “Wherever you want to go 
to school is depending on the 
ACT,” Bartholomew said.
   Every Saturday afternoon, 
Bartholomew is tutored for 
two hours, and her tutor as-
signs practice problems for 
Bartholomew to complete 
over the week.
   “We get work to do during 
the week, and we go over ev-
erything during our session,” 
Bartholomew said.
   Colleges stress the impor-
tance of obtaining a high 
score on the ACT, which some 
students feel is difficult to 
achieve due to involvement 
in various extracurricular 
activities. Some students are 
uncertain of how to prepare 
for the ACT.
   Seaholm counselor Rebecca 
Rossen suggests going directly 
to the ACT website.
   “What I tell most of my 
students is that actstudent.
org is a website that offers 
free resources on it,” Rossen 
said. “You can get practice 
tests on there and just sit and 
do online practice drills and 
tests and sign up for an email 
question of the day. There are 
free resources right on ACT’s 
website.”
   Rossen also suggests enroll-
ing in the Community Educa-
tion course that is offered in 
January through Birmingham 
or hiring a tutor. She stresses 
the importance of time man-
agement. 
   “I personally think that 
the best way to prepare for 
the ACT is to practice tim-
ing yourself,” Rossen said. 
“Students might know the 
material, but they don’t neces-
sarily have the ability to time 
themselves.”
   Tina Angelelli, Director of 
Beverly Hills Learning Center, 
also encourages students to 
practice.
   “The key is the practice,” 
Angelelli said. “You can read 
all of the books in the world 
about strategy, but you’ve 
got to do them. The students 
that do the practice get better 
results.”
   Bartholomew agrees with 
Angelelli.
   “With the practice it’s get-
ting better,” Bartholomew 
said.
   Although each student takes 
the same ACT test, they use a 
variety of methods to study.
   Junior Stephanie McNutt 
has not begun preparing for 
the ACT, but she plans on do-
ing it soon. 
   “I have a program that will 
help me study, but I haven’t 
started using it yet,” McNutt 
said.
   Junior Lily Slavin has been 
studying for the ACT since 
this past summer, and she 
plans on taking it in Decem-
ber.
   “I just started during the 
summer and started looking 
online at the practice tests,” 
Slavin said. “I’ve been doing 
the online prep stuff on the 
ACT test site.”
   The ACT is offered every 
other month, beginning in 
September and going through 
June. Seaholm provides a 
free, mandatory ACT to all 
juniors in March.
   Angelelli strongly suggests 
buying a review book or hir-
ing a tutor as opposed to not 
studying.
   “Looking in textbooks and 
whatnot doesn’t help,” Ange-
lelli said. “You have to be very 
specific about the four parts 
of the ACT. It’s not a test you 
want to go in and take cold.” 

Percent of students 
own or have owned 
an ipod is

47% of students 
use an iPad at home 
or at school

38.5% of 
Seaholm students 
own a Mac computer

 Percent of Seaholm 
students own an 
iPhone is    In light of Apple CEO 

Steve Job’s death, the 

Highlander polled 200 

Seaholm students to see 

how Jobs really affected 

the Seaholm student body.

35%

92.5% 
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Field Day 2011

For complete of Field Day 
visit

seaholmhighlander.com
or scan the code with your 

mobile device.

above photo By Simon Schuster
ABOVE: Seniors Sara Olivova, Grace Varlese and Carrie Quigley end their march with a roar. BELOW: The dancing, pageantry and activity of Field Day

Sophomores soar through 
Field Day while seniors 
sabotage their own chances. 

Photos By Simon Schuster and 

Dylan Dulberg
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  After winning their first ever OAA Blue 
league title, the Seaholm Maples soccer team 
expected a long playoff run.  The Maples 
started off by defeating Pontiac in the first 
round by a score of 8-0.
  But their run fell short after just one playoff 
win. Brother Rice edged out a 1-0 win over the 
Maples on October 19 at Troy High School. 
  The conditions were brutal with heavy rain 
and howling winds along with temperatures in 
the mid 40s. The game was tied at zero going 
into halftime after the Maples couldn’t capital-
ize with the strong winds to their back.
  “[The conditions] were huge,” senior defen-
seman Kevin Witenoff said. “Obviously we 
don’t want to blame our loss on the conditions 
because we couldn’t score but if we played 
them again in an indoor setting I think it 
would be a different game.”
  Head coach Ian Whitelaw agrees.
  “The weather changed the way the game was 
played,” he said. “We did a great job of adjust-
ing and controlling the tempo of the game for 
the majority of the game but sometimes the 
bounces just don’t go your way.”
  Going into the second half, the Warriors had 
their shot to use the winds to their advan-
tage, which they did right away. Freshman 
midfielder Rob Cort fired a shot from about 
35 yards away which sneaked its way through 
Seaholm goalie Chris Dasbach’s hands and 
into the net. The goal gave the Warriors a 1-0 
lead five minutes into the half. 
  Seaholm saw few chances to find an equal-

izing goal in the second half, as the ball 
remained in Brother Rice’s possession for a 
majority of the second half. The Maples only 
came away with two shots on goal in the sec-
ond half. 
  “We were pretty evenly matched and had one 
or two breaks gone our way it could have been 
a totally different game,” Witenoff said.
  Although the team was disappointed with 

  The inexperienced, young 
Seaholm Girl golf team rode 
confidence into a second place 
finish at the state tournament.  
  The Maples were one of 
the 15 teams to qualify for 
the Division 2 state tourna-
ment, after winning Regional 
9 at Heather Highlands Golf 
Course in Holly, Michigan on 
October 6th. Essence Biggs 
shot the low round of the 
regional with a 79 and all five 
Seaholm girls finished in the 
top 15. 
  The Division 2 state finals 
were held at Katke-Cousins 
Golf Course at Oakland 
University. Seaholm came in 
as the youngest team in the 
tournament with two fresh-
men, Rachel Wilson and Ja-
mie Greene, two sophomores 
Megan Lam and Riley Miller 
and their senior anchor, Es-
sence Biggs. 
  Essence had to take on a 
different role on the team this 
year, being the only upper-
classman, which brought on 
an additional leadership role.
  “If our coach didn’t like the 
way the team acted it was my 
duty to make sure it didn’t 
happen again,” said Biggs. 
  The state finals consisted of 
two days with the best com-
bined score of all five golfers 
on a team over the 2 days. 
  After the first day Seaholm 
was second place, 10 strokes 
behind the leader, lead by 
freshman Rachel Wilson (82). 
  “I handled the pressure by 
trying my best and knowing 
the team was there for me 

no matter what,” said Wil-
son. 
  Day two was moving day but 
the bad weather led to 10 of 
the 15 teams shooting worse 
in day two then day one. 
  “We were striving for first 
but still happy with second 
given the conditions on the 
windy and rainy days we 
played,” said Lam.
When all was said and done, 
Seaholm widened its second 
place finish by 31 stokes but 
the veteran squad of Muskeg-
on Mona Shores won the state 
tournament by 27 stokes. 
  “I am ecstatic about how our 
team finished,” said Wilson. 
“How I played was not great 
but in the long run it worked 
out.”
  It was an improvement from 
their 7th place finish last year. 
  Biggs finished 7th indi-
vidually at the tournament, 
shooting an (83-82) but the 
weather kept her from play-
ing her best golf. 

Girl’s Golf Swings to 
Second Place Finish
Andrew Weiss
Sports Deputy
aweiss@seaholmhighlander.com

  “It was heavy wind and very 
cold, but for the most part but 
I didn’t hit the ball bad,” said 
Biggs. “What killed me was 
my short game.”
Biggs learned a lot from this 
team before she takes her 
golf game to Seminole State 
College.
“Being a senior with such a 
young team is frustrating but 
rewarding,” said Biggs. “It’s 
frustrating because all these 
girls have so much emotions, 
but rewarding because the 
friendships are unbreakable, 
and the leadership lessons 
will definitely be with me for 
life.”
  The future is looking bright 
at Seaholm with four of the 
five varsity girls returning for 
at least the next two years.
  “I am looking forward to 
come back next year and 
hopefully win a state champi-

onship,” said Wilson.

Maples Soccer Ends With Banner
Scott Anderson
Staff Writer
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

the loss, players will remember the success 
the team had in the regular season rather than 
dwell on the last game. 
  “We had a great year, fought hard, but came 
up short against Brother Rice,” senior captain 
Jason Crick said.
  The loss gave Seaholm a final record of 13-4-
3 to go with their OAA Blue league champion-
ship. Their title is the first in school history 

and there will be a ceremony to commemorate 
the team at a basketball game this winter. A 
banner will be raised in the gym to recognize 
the 2011 team.
  Along with the varsity team’s success, the JV 
and freshman squads also had excellent sea-
sons. The JV team finished at 9-1-4, and the 
freshman went 9-3-2. The combined records 
of all three teams was 31-8-9, the best mark in 
recent history.
  “With the level of play from our JV and 
freshman teams along with the return of some 
extremely talented juniors we are looking for-
ward to next year already,” Whitelaw said.
  While Whitelaw looks forward to future suc-
cess for the Maples soccer program, he will 
also miss the leadership of this year’s seniors 
that will be missing next fall.
  “We had three fantastic captains in Jason 
Crick, Andrew Weiss, and Reid Davison,” he 
said. “Andrew has been a great leader and was 
the heart and soul of the team all season while 
Reid is an extremely talented player and our 
leader in goals and points.”
  But Whitelaw points to Crick, who was the 
only two year captain, as the most influential 
leader.
  “As for Jason, all I can say is he is the best 
captain I have ever played with or coached,” 
Whitelaw said. “I believe he has personally set 
the tone for expectations for our program for 
years to come.”
  The 2012 team hopes to repeat as OAA Blue 
league champions next fall with Alex Gordon, 
Tommy Bowman, and Dalton Geraldo as key 
returners.

 

  After a less than satisfying 
regular season, the Seaholm 
varsity boys tennis team 
headed into the state playoffs 
with optimism.  
  Seaholm finished the year 
going 1-10, with their lone 
win coming against the Lah-
ser Knights.
  After qualifying for the state 
playoffs with 11 points (teams 
needed ten points in region-
als to qualify), the Maples 
entered the post season as 
underdogs.
  “Coming in as underdogs, 
we did not expect much,” se-
nior Mikael Nefcy said.  “But 
through some good playing 
we managed to take tenth in 
the state.”
  Although Seaholm did not 
send anybody to the second 
day, they still finished the 
season 10th in the state for 
Division 2 schools.
  The #3 Doubles pairing of 
juniors Jason Mondry and 
Alec Tropea reached the 
quarterfinals before they 
were bounced by Andover. 
Mondry and Tropea made it 
the furthest of any Maples.  
  Mondry and Tropea upset 
U of D Jesuit on their way to 
the quarterfinals.  The Cubs 
were the top team at region-
als.
  Junior Josh Schecter (#1 
singles), sophomore Kenji 
Johnston (#3 singles), and 

senior Mikael 
Nefcy and 
freshman 
Roqo Gibrout 
(#4 doubles) 
all won their 
first round 
matches, 
but then got 
knocked out 
in the second 
round.
  Schecter 
defeated Troy 
Gargrave 
from Sterling 
Heights High 
School in 
straight sets 
(6-0, 6-4).  
Schecter’s 
run was end-
ed by Fisher 
Sutherland 
from Traverse 
City Central 
(6-3, 6-0).
  Johnston knocked off Joseph 
Zilinski from East Detroit (6-
0, 6-1) before losing to Austin 
Woody of Midland Dow (6-0, 
6-1).  Woody went on to win 
the championship for #3 
singles.
  Nefcy and Gibrout ousted 
Grant Shaheen and Matthew 
Kain of Grosse Pointe North 
(6-0, 6-3) before dropping 
straight sets to the 1 seed 
from Midland Dow (6-3, 6-4).
  Mondry and Tropea beat 
Portage Central and then Tra-
verse City Central before los-
ing their quarterfinal match 

Tennis Finishes 10th 

Courtesy Of Ann Gordon

Senior Matteo Iavocili lifts junior Alex Gordon after scoring the game winning goal against 
Lahser. 

Courtesy Of Seaholm Yearbook
The Seaholm Girls Golf Team celebrates their runner up fin-
ish at the state tournament. 

Courtesy Of Seaholm Yearbook 
Senior Matt Wilkinson prepares to serve the 
ball in an earlier match at Seaholm High 

J.D Hess
Staff Writer
jhess@seaholmhighlander.com

to Andover.
  The day was highlighted with 
pleasant surprises and some 
solid victories.
“The regular season didn’t re-
ally go how we wanted it to,” 
senior captain Tommy Fink 
said.  “But we turned it on 
when it mattered and played a 
great state tournament.”
  Junior Aaron Rosen agreed 
with Fink on how the team 
performed during the state 
tournament.
  “The team worked really 
hard this year,” Rosen said.  
“We really came together dur-
ing states.”

  The Birmingham Unified Hockey team has 
high hopes as the 2011-2012 season ap-
proaches, and the team may has a new look to 
them. 
  With an overall record of 11-12-3 last year, 
the team started off slow but ended the sea-
son with a solid 10 game winning streak and 
falling just short to St. Claire Shores in the 
Regional Title game with a score of 3-2.  BU 
hopes to build off of last year’s momentum 
and make an even deeper run into the playoffs 
than they did last year. 
  Even with the loss of seven seniors including 
star captains Kevin Wilberding, Chris Don-
nellon, and Brad Almeter, BU brings back a 
solid roster including a JV team that won the 
Michigan Interscholastic Prep Hockey League 
Playoff Championship.  
  But the players who are being brought back 
from last season are the least of the buzz dur-
ing this year’s off-season.
  According to Seaholm athletic director Aar-
on Frank, former Detroit Red Wing hockey 
player Petr Klima brought over 14 talented 
Czech hockey players to Michigan this past 
summer in hopes of playing AAA hockey for 
the U18 midget major Honey Baked hockey 
team.
  Senior forward Drake Braun also heard 
about this.
  “I heard that Petr Klima, the former Detroit 
Red Wing, was bringing over some Czech 
players, but I heard from another player that 

Two Czech imports may 
skate for BU hockey

some of them were ineligible to play AAA 
travel hockey and that if they got cleared by 
Aaron Frank that they could play for BU,” said 
Braun.
  AAA hockey is the highest level of hockey one 
can play before the age of 18.
  The Honey Baked hockey team has also been 
known as one of the best travel hockey teams 
in Michigan every single year.  
  Fortunately for Seaholm, two of these Czech 
players, whose names have not yet been dis-
closed for now, found out that they were not 
allowed to play for Honey Baked this season.
  “Two of the guys were ruled age ineligible 
for the[Honey Baked] team,” Frank said when 
talking about them wanting to play for Honey 
Baked.  “I saw the email [from Groves athletic 
director Tom Flynn] saying they were eligible 
to play [for BU].”
  An email was sent to the MHSAA to see if 
these players would be allowed to play for the 
BU hockey team.  According to Frank, these 
players were granted eligible to play and will 
be allowed to play for BU this upcoming sea-
son.  
  “I am looking forward to meeting these guys 
and seeing the skills that they have,” senior 
forward James Bertrand said.  “I hope they can 
add on to the solid group of seniors that we 
have already.  Only rumors have been going 
around, but supposedly they are very good.” 
  If everything works out, BU will have two 
great players to add to their hockey squad this 
season.  
  “Hopes are high and hopefully we can live up 
to the hype,” Bertrand said.

Sterling Johnson
Staff Writer
sjohnson@seaholmhighlander.com

  The Seaholm Girls Cross 
Country team continued their 
stellar season by capturing an 
OAA Red title on Thursday, 
October 20.
   The Maples had four run-
ners finish in the top 20.
  Junior Tess Wilberding led 
the way for Seaholm with a 
third place finish and a time 
of 19:04.9 for the 5k.
  Freshman Audrey Belf was 
also a top ten finisher, finish-
ing the day in ninth place, 
with a time of 19:31.0.
  Juniors Aubrey and Mallory 
Wilberding finished 13th and 

19th, respectively.
  Juniors Kendall Weinart and 
Selena Wallace and freshman 
Julia Demko all had top 50 
finishes.
  Runners had to overcome 
less than stellar weather and 
bad field conditions.
  “The weather was cold and 
rainy so the course got pretty 
torn up,” senior Sarah Feiten 
said.  “People’s shoes came 
off in the mud but we were 
able to overcome it and ended 
up winning leagues by eight 
points.”
  The Maples head into Re-
gionals with high hopes to 
finish as a top team and come 
out on top of Region 7.

  Waterford is the host for 
Region 7, which also includes 
Groves and Troy Athens.
  “Our goal is to finish as a 
podium team,” junior Mal-
lory Wilberding said.
  Anything less than a top 
three finish for the Maples 
this year would be consid-
ered a disappointment.

Girl’s Cross Country Wins 
OAA Red Title

J.D Hess
Staff Writer
jhess@seaholmhighlander.com



PLAYOFFS!

For The First Time Since 
2005, Varsity Football 

Clinches A Playoff Berth.
See Inside For In-Depth Coverage And 

Statistics
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David Vs. Goliath 
 After falling to the Groves Falcons 21-3, the Seaholm Maples fell 
to 6-3 on the season. 
   But even with the loss, the Maples are going to the playoffs for 
the first time since 2005.
   After defeating Ferndale in week 8, the Maples got their sixth 
win and qualified for the Division two state playoffs. The Maples 
had aspirations of hosting a first round playoff game, but after 
losing the Groves game they lost out on that opportunity. 
   Instead the Maples now begin their playoff journey at Farming-
ton Hills Harrison tonight at 7:00. 
   Harrison is the defending Division Two state champion, and 
is currently 9-0 on the season. They have won 23 consecutive 
games, features three seniors that are committed to play college 
football at division one schools, and several other division one 
prospects. 
   Harrison is also lead onto the field by John Herrington. Her-
rington has been the head coach at Harrison for 42 years, and 
has won 13 state championships, and is one of the winningest 
coaches in the history of Michigan high school football. 
   The Maples will have their hands full with not only one of the 
most talented teams in the state, but also one of the most talented 
teams in the nation. 
   But when the Maples gathered at senior offensive tackle Dan 
Gibbs’ house last Sunday evening to watch the playoff selection 
show, the team was not disappointed when they heard their draw.
   Gibbs had an excited reaction when he found out that they were 
playing Harrison. 
   “I was pumped up,” Gibbs said. “People are going to say ‘oh you 
have to play Harrison, that’s too bad’. No, it’s that we get to play 
Harrison. We’re all looking for a great week of practice to pull off 
the upset.”
   Seaholm head coach Jim Pobursky loved the way the players 
handled themselves when they heard they were playing Harrison.
   “Nothing was negative,” Pobursky said. “Nobody said ‘oh my 
goodness’ or anything like that. They felt that they had a chal-
lenge for themselves, and they handled it perfectly.”
   Harrison is widely known for their “Big Three”, three seniors 
who are playing college football next season. The three seniors 
are senior wide receiver/cornerback Aaron Burbridge who is 
committed to play football at Michigan State, senior offensive 
tackle/defensive end Mario Ojemudia who is committed to play 
at Michigan and senior tight end/linebacker Devin Funchess who 
is committed to Michigan. 
   Another player who could possibly be playing college ball would 
be senior captain quarterback Jake Vento, who is interested in 
possibly playing wide receiver in college.
  “If I’m offered a scholarship, I’d consider playing,” Vento said. 

Seaholm Draws
Harrison In First Round 

Matchup

Seaholm Maples

Key Performers

   This is Barr’s third season on the Maples 
varsity football team and currently is lead-
ing the team in rushing. He is a two-year 
captain, and has 596 rushing yards and 4 
rushing touchdowns.  Barr also added 10 
receptions and 2 receiving touchdowns. 
Barr’s best game was against Berkley when 
he ran for 188 yards.

Leading Rusher

   This is Glazier’s second season as the 
Maples starting quarterback. He has been 
playing quarterback in the Seaholm foot-
ball program since he was a freshman. This 
season he has completed 67/122 passes 
for 1305 yards and has also thrown for 11 
touchdowns and ran for 6 more touch-
downs. Glazier’s season is highlighted by 
his record breaking game against Avondale 
when he threw for 313 passing yards and 3 
passing touchdowns.

   Hess has been on the Maples varsity foot-
ball team for two years and has accounted 
for most of the Maples receiving yards.  
He leads the team with 27 receptions for 
7 touchdowns.  His longest reception of 
the year was an 85 yard reception against 
Avondale in Week 5.

Leading Receiver

Leading Passer

John Glazier

JD Hess

Chris Barr

Peter Redebaugh
Sports Editor
predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com

Fahr

Carleton

Carleton

Carleton

Carleton

Fraser

Fraser

Fraser

Fraser

Fraser

2005

2003

2002

2001

2000

1997

1995

1993

1992

1992

2nd Round

1st Round

2nd Round

3rd Round

3rd Round

3rd Round

1st Round

2nd Round

2nd Round

1st Round

L 7-3

L 27-3

L 31-28

L 49-24

L 29-13

L 21-7

L 12-6

L 20-3

L 38-20

L 13-7

Coach Year Round Result

Last 10 Playoff Appearances

Sterling Johnson
Steven Palmeri
Alex Vestevich
Kramer Schultz
JD Hess
Connor Shantz
Kerry Mott
Brandon Altman
Chris Barr
Matt Brown
Chris Hill
Jack Apap
Dylan Kanaan
Scott Anderson
John Glazier
Kai Czajka
Jake Martin
Tim List
Tom Sheppard
Nick Vestevich
Stephen Guenther
Justin Brooks
Darshae Edwards
Gabe Everett
Carlo Clavenna
Kevin Kristopik
Jack Mentag
Zach Pendracki
Max Dull
Andrew Barton
Russell Frye
Emmett Green
Tyler Scott
Aaron Ware
Austen Park
Neal Page
Spencer Mink
Xavier Taylor
Dan Simon
Trevor Daines
Zach Granett
Will Jones
Karl Marback
Josh Kreitman
Peyton Alverson
Dominic Sierpien
Jack Payne
Armani Zori
Joshua Smith
Dante Capicchioni
Sam Wilson
Tommy Oelke
Matthew Rothschild
Dan Gibbs
Clay Petry
Marckenson Sylvestre
Mark Redmond
Jake Badalementi
Richard Righter

TE
WR
WR 

WR

WR
QB
WR
RB
RB

WR
TE
QB
RB
WR
RB
QB
RB
QB
TE
WR
WR

WR

WR

RB
WR
WR
WR

RB

OL
QB
OL
OL

OL
OL
OL
OL
C
OL
OL
OL
OL
WR

LB

DB
DB
DB
DB
DB

DB

LB
LB
DB

DB

DB
DB

DB

DB

DB
LB
DB
DB
DE
LB
DB
DB
DB
DE

DE
LB
DL
LE
DL
LB
LB
DL
LB
DL

DL

DL
DL

DL
DL
DL
DL

12
12
10
12
12
12
10
10
12
11
10
12
10
12
12
12
11
11
9
10
11
11
10
9
12
11
10
12
11
10
12
9
11
10
11
12
10
12
11
12
11
11
10
12
11
10
9
11
10
11
11
11
10
12
12
12
11
12
10

Name Position Grade#
2
3
3
4
5
7
7
8
8
9
9
10
10
11
12
13
14
15
15
15
17
18
18
18
19
20
20
23 
24
25
25
27
28
29
30
32
35
42
44
52
53
54
55
56 
57 
58
63
67 
70 
72
75
77
78
79
85
88
91
92
94 

Team Roster

OAA Blue Standings
Team OAA W-L ALL W-L
Groves 6-2 6-3

North
Farmington

6-2 7-2

Seaholm 5-3 6-3

Lahser 5-3 6-3

Avondale 4-4 5-4

Berkley 4-4 4-5

Ferndale 4-4 4-5

Hazel Park 2-6 3-6

Andover 0-8 0-9

Division Rank

Source: mlive.comPhotos by Simon Schuster



David Vs. Goliath 
Seaholm Draws

Harrison In First Round 
Matchup

“But I don’t plan on being a walk-on.”
   Also on the list of Hawks playing college football is sophomore 
running back Lorenzo Collins. 
   Collins is the leading rusher for the Hawks and is on his second 
year on the varsity football team, and is being recruited by several 
schools. 
   With all of these talented players, Harrison is the clear favorite 
in this matchup and the Seaholm players are thriving off the idea 
that they are the underdog.  
  “We know that we are the underdog and that people are saying 
that they expect us to lose,” senior cornerback Carlo Clavenna 
said. “But we are going to play the hardest we have ever played 
because we have nothing to lose.” 
   Pobursky has confidence in his team that they will play hard to 
the end.
   “I think if the kids can execute our game plan, we should be in 
the ball game,” Pobursky said.
   The Maples defense has a tough road ahead of them, trying to 
slow down an offense that averages over 40 points a game. 
   “I think we have a strong defense,” senior linebacker Jack Apap 
said. “Even though Harrison is one of the best teams in the coun-
try, I believe that if we all do our jobs, we can pull off the upset.” 
  Even though Harrison has their sights set on taking home a 
second straight state championship, Herrington is not worried 
about his team overlooking opponents in the playoffs. 
  “I’m not worried about our boys losing their focus,” Herrington 
said. “They just love going out there and playing football, and 
right now they are focused on Seaholm. 
  Burbridge echoed his coach when it came to the team keeping 
their intensity throughout each playoff game.
   “We gotta stay hungry,” said Burbridge. 
  If Seaholm was able to pull off the upset, it would probably be 
one of the most monumental wins in Seaholm history. But win or 
lose, the class of 2012 will leave their senior season with a good 
mark left on the program. 
   The Maples were able to qualify for the playoffs for the first time 
since 2005, and the football program has a completely different 
atmosphere. 
   “We were the first team to finally get things turned around for 
the program,” senior defensive end Neal Page said. “It’s been 
a long road, when we were freshman, the varsity was 1-8. Now 
when we are seniors, we are 6-3.”
  Page hopes that the class of 2012 will be remembered as the 
beginning of the new era of Seaholm football. 
   “I hope to be remembered as the class who brought Seaholm 
football back to what Seaholm used to mean,” Page said. 
   Win or lose, the Maples are playing a playoff game for the first 
time since 2005, and many would call it a successful season.
   The winner of the Seaholm vs. Harrison game will play the win-
ner of North Farmington vs. Brother Rice in the district final. 

Harrison Hawks
Dorian Fields
Ken Russ
Chris Massey
Devin Funchess
Lamarr Marshall
Jake Vento
Klarence Johnson
Gairus Coleman
Lloyd Dexter
Grant Laymon
Roger Simmons
Ben Brantley
Aaron Burbridge
Jordan Head
Quinton Carter
Ed Huckleby
Lorenzo Collins
Austin Hunter
Keith Marshall
David Kawesa
Gary Hosey
Marcus Ferguson
Carlos Goliday
Ja’Kane Townsend
Preston Kenan
Joseph Blessman
Kalyd Manville
Chris Moner
Tegan Petersen
Julian Lawlah
Tyler Prihoda
Olando Washington Jr
Shady Diab
Antonio McKelton
Taquee Muhammand
Mario Ojemudia 
Aaron Johnson
Jake Slobin
Jacob Albee
Kevin Johnson
Bryce Brunson
Steve Berishaj
Casey Coleman
McCoy Sloan
Ahmad Spiller
Noah Downs
Deabram Turner
Ryan Scriven
Adam Dorchak
Michael Hume
Cody Goodson
Chase Barnes
Brandon Beverly
Paskual Pjetrushi
Brandon Barnett
Anthony Woods
Evan Schut
Steven Frederick
Andrew Rexroth
Sultan Hubbard
Travis Parkins
Bryan Brunson
Kyle Armstrong
Brandon Buckner
Zac Maas

QB
WR
TB 
TE
QB
QB
TB
WR
WR
UB
WR
WR
WR
TE
WR
UB
TB
TB
WR
TB
UB
DE
WR
WR
WR
WR
WB
UB
UB
WR
SB
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OT
OG
OT
OT
OT
OG
OG
C
OL
OL
OL
OL
OG
OT
OL
OG
OL
OL
OT
OG
OT
OL
OT
OT
OT
OT/K
OT
OG
OT
OC
WR
K
K

OLB
DB
DB
OLB
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB
LB
DB
DB
DB
DT
DB
DE
LB
NG
DB
DB
LB
TB
DB
NG
DB
DB
DB
DE
NG
DB
DB
DE
DT
DT
DT
DT
OLB
DT
DE
DT
OLB
DT
DT
NG
NG
DT
DE
DT
LB
DT
DT
NG
DT
LB
DT
DT
DT
DT
DT
DT
DT
DT
DB

11
12
12
12
12
12
12
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
11
11
10
12
12
12
10
11
11
11
12
11
11
11
12
11
12
12
12
11
11
12
12
11
11
12
11
12
12
11
11
11
11
11
11
12
11
11
11
11
12
11
11
11
11
12
11
12
11
12
11

Key Performers

   Collins is playing in his second year on the 
Hawks varsity football team, and is only a 
sophomore. He leads the Hawks with 894 
rushing yards and 11 touchdowns. Collins 
is currently being recruited by several divi-
sion one programs such as Michigan, Mich-
igan State, Alabama, Penn State, and many 
more. The school that he is most interested 
in is MSU.

Leading Rusher

   This is Vento’s second season on the 
Hawks varsity football team, but his first as 
a quarterback. He was a wide receiver for 
last year’s team. Vento is a captain, and has 
completed 62/105 passes for 1152 yards 
and 12 passing touchdowns. Vento has also 
scored 8 rushing touchdowns off of 430 
rushing yards. Vento is undecided on if he 
is going to play college football, but he will 
only play if he is offered a scholarship in-
stead of being a walk-on.

   Burbridge has been a starter on the varsity 
football team since he was a sophomore. He 
plays both wide receiver and cornerback. 
He is a captain and has 20 receptions for 
444 yards and 3 touchdowns. Burbridge is 
considered one of the top high school foot-
ball players in the state and will be playing 
football at Michigan State University. 

Leading Receiver

Leading Passer

Jake Vento

Aaron Burbridge

Lorenzo Collins

Name
Team Roster

Position Grade#
2
3
4
5
7
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
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20
21
23
24
25
26
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28
29
30
31
33
36
37
40
42
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
84
85

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

Herrington

2010

2009

2007

2006

2005

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

State Champions

2nd Round

3rd Round

State Champions

State Semifinals

State Semifinals

2nd Round

State Champions

State Champions

State Champions

W 38-28

L 20-14

L 49-10

L 42-17

L 27-13

L 20-7

L 28-21

W 28-6

W 42-0

W 42-35

Coach Year Round Result

Last 10 Playoff Appearances

OAA White Standings
Team OAA W-L ALL W-L

Harrison 7-0 9-0

Oxford 5-2 7-2

Southfield 5-2 6-3

Adams 4-3 6-3

Farmington 4-3 5-4

Oak Park 2-5 3-6

Southfield 
Lathrup

1-6 2-7

Stoney Creek 0-7 1-8

Division Rank

Source: mlive.com

Photos by Dylan Dulberg

Birmingham
Seaholm



Last Wednesday, senior soccer captain Jason 
Crick assumed he was done with his fall sports 
career. 
  That changed when senior Linebacker, Kick-
er, and Punter Sterling Johnson tore ligaments 
in his ankle during the first quarter of last Fri-
day’s Seaholm/Groves football game.
  Going into the playoffs against the top ranked 
team in Michigan, Farmington Hills Harri-
son, the team can replace a linebacker, but are 
completely out of viable options at kicker and 
punter. So Seaholm Head Coach Jim Pobur-
sky called for open tryouts for place kicker on 
Monday, October 24th. 
  “Jason came out for our open tryout, we 
watched him kick for awhile and we liked what 
we saw,” Pobursky said. “From what we saw, 
we’ll probably keep him”.
  Turning soccer players into place kickers has 
been a popular move in football, including go-
ing into the NFL. Syracuse grad Gary Anderson 
was a soccer player who scored 19 goals in his 
freshmen and sophomore years. Anderson was 
then recruited to turn into a kicker and went on 
to have a successful 22 year career as the third 
highest scorer in NFL history, and in 1998 was 
the first kicker in NFL History to have a perfect 
season (min. 20 field goals, 30 xpt). 
  “Sterling and Russell (Frye) called me last 
weekend and asked me to kick,” Crick said. “I 
honestly didn’t know about the try-out until I 
got to the practice. I was better than I thought 
and I’m pretty sure my consistency was what 
got me the spot.”
  Crick showed impressive technique according 
to senior wide receiver Kai Czajka
  “There were eight guys there from the soc-
cer team and a couple of toe blowers,” Czajka 
said. “Most of them took about five steps to get 
to the ball, when you really only have time for 
two. (Crick) did a good job of getting the kicks 
off quickly and his technique was good.”
  This clearly wasn’t Crick’s first time kicking, 
his skill showed when he drilled a 43 yard field 
goal from the left hash mark.
  “In my free time I used to come out and kick 
field goals with my dad,” Crick said. “I watch 
Jason Hanson kick too. He’s my idol. I plan 
on doing the long run up that he does on kick-
offs.”
  Crick will take over the place kicking and kick-
off duties, which left the punting job wide open.
Enter junior soccer goalie Kieran O’Keefe.
  “We had a punt-off between O’Keefe and soph-
omore Michael Levitsky,” Czajka said. “They 

  The Maples football team will literally be 
limping into playoffs.
  Senior captain Sterling Johnson and senior 
Jake Badalamenti are two key players whose 
injuries could impact Seaholm’s playoff run.  
  In last week’s 21-3 loss against Groves, John-
son tore a ligament in his right ankle.  
  “My ankle hurt during the game but once 
the game was over it started to hurt ten times 
more,” Johnson said.  
  Johnson’s injury happened during the first 
quarter and he continued to play on his bad 
ankle for the remainder of the game.  Johnson 
managed to score the only points of the night, 
kicking a 24 yard field goal on his hurt ankle.  
  For the Maples’ first playoff game against 
Farmington Hills Harrison, Johnson will not 
play.  
  “It is a big deal that we lost Sterling because 
he is our kicker,” senior right tackle Dan Gibbs 
said.  “Now we have to find a new kicker and 
linebacker.  Dan Simon will do a good job fill-
ing the linebacker spot but Sterling will defi-
nitely be missed.”     
  Senior wide receiver Kai Czaijka agreed.
  “Sterling’s kicking ability will be missed se-
verely,” Czaijka said.  “Also, he brought good 
leadership to the team and he would focus the 
team up.”
  Josh Kreitman and Simon are two candidates 
to step up in Johnson’s linebacker spot.  Kicker 
tryouts were held the Monday after the Groves 
game.  Six soccer players tried out and senior 
soccer captain Jason Crick got the job.
  Senior defensive and offensive lineman Badal-
amenti is also hurt.  
  In the game against Ferndale, Badalamenti 
fractured his sesamoid bone in his foot.  
  “I was tackling someone and another lineman 
fell onto my foot,” Badalamenti said.  “I came 
out for a few plays in the third quarter, let Allo 
[Trainer Bill Watson] tape it up, and went back 
in.”  
  Badalamenti finished the game in a lot of pain 
but he didn’t let his injury faze him.  Badala-
menti said he fought through the pain having 
two key tackles and one deflected pass.

  Gibbs commends Badalamenti’s toughness.
  “He is a really tough player,” Gibbs said.  “He 
finished the entire fourth quarter with a frac-
tured foot.”
  Head coach Jim Pobursky hopes that Badala-
menti gets better.  
  “Jake has been a positive asset in leadership 
and performance on the field,” Pobursky said.  
“Jake has done a very nice job this season and 
we are missing him quite a bit.”
  Before the Groves game, Badalamenti was un-
sure if he was going to play.  
  At game time, Badalamenti decided to pad up 
and play against Groves.  Badalamenti tried his 
best and gave it his all throughout the game.
  “I wasn’t able to contribute as much as I would 
have liked,” Badalamenti said.  
  Unlike Johnson, Badalamenti is able to play 
through his injury for playoffs.  
  Despite these injuries the team is getting ready 
to play Harrison in their first playoff game. 
  “As my coach would say, ‘It will be a challenge 
of a lifetime’, so I expect the team to fight all 
48 minutes,” Johnson said.  “We are the under 
dogs but we can change the script.” 

2005 2011
Gas Prices
Lions Record
U of M Record
MSU Record 
#1 song

Seaholm Enrollment
Hit Film

President
Quarterback
Head Coach
Points For
Points Against 
Division
Score vs Groves

$2.24
5-11
7-5
5-7
Gold Digger- Kanye 
West
1,147
Revenge of the Sith

George Bush
Trevor Jeske
Chris Fahr
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Oakland 2
L 21-7
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5-2 
6-1
6-1
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Adele
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Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows- 
Part 2
Barack Obama
John Glazier
Jim Pobursky
276 
161
OAA Blue
L 21-3
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Playoff Coverage

Spencer Eick
Staff Writer
seick@seaholmhighlander.com

Maples Limping Into 
Playoffs

   Defending state champion 
Farmington Hills Harrison not 
only has the talent to contend 
for another state champion-
ship, but they also have a head 
coach who has the experience 
to take them all the way. 
   John Herrington has been 
coaching high school football 
for 50 years, 42 of those years 
being at Harrison. Herrington 
began his coaching career at 
North Farmington, and then 
began coaching at Harrison. 
   Herrington has been the only 
football coach ever at Harri-
son, and has led the program 
to 13 state championships. 
  Herrington has built Harri-
son not only into a state pow-
erhouse, but they are also rec-
ognized on the national level 
as a perennial high school 
football juggernaut, and most 
credit has been given to Her-

put up some line drive 50 plus yard punts. But 
O’Keefe started to show that he could put some 
air under his punts too and he won.”
  According to the athletic department, the 
players must have three days of practice with-
out pads which creates a challenge for O’Keefe 
and Crick. They will only have Thursday to get 
used to kicking with pads on. Plus, Crick and 
O’Keefe will need pads because they’re the last 
line of defense for kick-offs and punts. And to 
make matters worse, Harrison has 3 punt re-
turn TD’s and 2 kick-off return TD’s this sea-
son in nine games. 

rington.
   “We’ve had a real good staff 
over the years, and once you 
get the tradition going, kids 
know what they are coming 
into and it’s easy for them to 
buy into it,” Herrington said. 
“We also have had a lot of tal-
ent.”
   Harrison has won 23 con-
secutive games dating back to 
last season, and hope to repeat 
as Division Two state champi-
ons. 
  Winning one state champion-
ship is hard enough, but win-
ning back to back is even more 
difficult. But it can be done. 
Herrington has repeated as 
state champions six different 
times in his stint at Harrison. 
   Herrington also credited his 
players to his success on build-
ing the football program. 
   “I wouldn’t necessarily say 
it’s harder to repeat [com-
pared to winning the first 
championship],” Herrington 

Photo By Dylan Dulburg
In his career, Coach 
Herrington has 50 years 
of experience and 13 state 
championships, all of which 
have been with Harrison.

Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

New Legs Join Maples 
Playoff Roster

Peter Redebaugh
Sports Editor
predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of Ann Gordon
Senior Jason Crick prepares for a soccer 
game earlier in the season. 

Photo By Simon Schuster

Senior Jake Badalementi suffers on the bench 
from a right foot injury.

said. “When you’ve got good 
players, it’s not any harder  to 
repeat. We just focus on that 
first game against Seaholm.”’ 
   Senior captain quarterback 
Jake Vento claims that Her-
rington never talks about his 
prestigous reputation.
   “He doesn’t let us know how 
famous he is or how long he 
has been coaching,” Vento 

said. “He’s been here for so 
long and he know’s a lot about 
football and is respected by 
many people.” 
   Seaholm coach Jim Pobur-
sky has respect for what Her-
rington has accomplished as 
a coach, and it excited to play 
him.
   “It’s quite an honor [to coach 
against Herrington],” Pobur-
sky said. “I know John per-
sonally, and he’s a very good 
coach. He does a really good 
job with his kids. It will be a 
treat and honor to see what we 
can do about him.” 
   Pobursky also recognizes 
how Herrington has been 
able to build a program from 
scratch.
   “He has been fortunate to 
have gotten good, athletic 
kids,” Pobursky said. “He has 
gotten them into his scheme 
of things and they thrive off 
of that.  He’s a traditional guy, 
you don’t see any fancy stuff 

Harrison’s Veteran Coach Eyes 
Fourteenth State Title

and likes to run I-formation.” 
  Herrington has had star play-
ers in his coaching tenure 
at Harrison. Players he has 
coached include Detroit Lions 
quarterback and former Mich-
igan State Spartan Drew Stan-
ton, who attended Harrison in 
the early 2000’s. 
   Stanton had moved to the 
Metro Detroit from Califor-
nia and enrolled at Harrison 
because of Harrison’s reputa-
tion, reputation built by Her-
rington. 
  After 50 years of coaching 
high school football, Her-
rington has posted a 385-87-1 
record, and his 13 state cham-
pionships is a record for Mich-
igan high school football. 
   Herrington consistently puts 
his teams in situations to win 
state championships, and his 
Hawks are the odds on favor-
ite to win the state champion-
ship and repeat as Division 
two champions. 

Photo By Dylan Dulberg

A magazine cover hanging in 
John Herrington’s classroom.  

Seaholm 

Detroit Cass Tech (Eastern Michgan)
@ Southfield 
Rochester Hills Stoney Creek 
Oxford 
@Southfield-Lathrup 
Oak Park 
@Rochester Adams 
@Lake Orion 
Farmington 

Harrison
Oppenent Score

W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W

43-7
28-14
37-0
34-7
43-0
48-35
48-21
28-7
56-13

Oppenent Score
@ North Farmington
@ Bloomfield Hills Andover
Bloomfield Hills Lahser
@ Romulus
@ Auburn Hills Avondale
Hazel Park
Berkley
Ferndale
@ Groves

W 
W 
L 
W 
L 
W 
W 
W 
L

48-14
56-21
20-0
44-0
29-26
34-18
38-17
27-21
21-3

2011 RECORDS
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