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   There has never been a 
rowing team or rowing club 
at Seaholm, but that hasn’t 
stopped Nick Willson from 
becoming one of the nation’s 
top rowers.
   Over the last couple of years, 
the senior has quietly become 
an elite rower and even came 
in twelfth place at last year’s 
nationals. His event is the 
men’s singles sculling, which 
means he rides solo.
   Willson began rowing just 
three years ago at the Uni-
versity of Michigan Summer 
Rowing Camp.  After an initial 
bad experience, he quickly be-
came hooked and realized his 
potential for the sport.  When 
he came home he joined the 
Detroit Boat Club.
   “I kind of hated it when I 
went to the camp at U of M,” 
Willson said.  “But on a good 

team, or a better team like De-
troit was then I actually liked 
being there.”
   Willson began his high 
school career in Canada, but 
moved to Berkley soon after 
that and attended Brother 
Rice until his sophomore year.  
He transferred to Seaholm for 
his junior year, but then took a 
year off to concentrate on row-
ing.
   But that doesn’t mean he 
wasn’t busy.  During this 
time, he rowed all across the 
country, competing in New 
York, New Jersey, Tennessee, 
Canada, Massachusetts, and 
frequenting races in Philadel-
phia.  
   His decision to row for the 
year was fully supported by 
his family.
   “I was one hundred percent 
in support of it, he had already 
proven himself to us by going 
to 5 am practices every day 
and afternoon practices every 
day,” Nick’s mother Laura Da-

vidson said.  “We knew that he 
was serious, so we let him do 
it.”
   He rowed in the largest two-
day Crew event in the world, 
The Head of the Charles Re-
gatta in Boston, where he and 
his partner from the Detroit 
Boat Club placed twelfth out 
of 62 in the Men’s Junior Dou-
bles event.  The pair went on 
to finish eighteenth together 
in the same event at nationals.
   “Hopefully, I can do better 
than twelfth,” Willson said 
about this year’s national 
competition.
   He also went to the Junior 
Worlds Sculling Camp in Cali-
fornia that same year.
   “It’s when I did most of my 
training,” Willson said looking 
back on the year.
   That training involves, cold, 
early mornings.  Grueling 
practices become a regular oc-
currence.  Managing training 
and school work can be a lot to 
handle.

   “For me it isn’t as hard core 
as most rowers,” Willson 
said.  “But when I rowed for 
Detroit, I’d wake up at 4 am, 
drive down to the Boat Club, 
have an hour-and-a-half or 
two hour practice on the water 
and it’d be freezing cold.  Then 
I’d come to school, go back to 
practice afterschool and do 
the same thing and finish up 
around 7:30 pm.”
   Senior Lexie Hamilton can 
relate to his difficult schedule.  
She currently rows for the De-
troit Boat Club and formerly 
rowed with Willson.
   “He’s just really dedicated,” 
Hamilton said.“He gets the 
training, he sculled at the 
Philadelphia Sculling Club 
over the summer, and he 
had a pretty good experience 
with his coach there.  He just 
stepped it up to the next level 
with the extra training he got 
over the summer.”

David Granadier 
Sports	Editor	
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com
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Senior Nick Wilson competes in rowing competetions across the U.S. He took a year off from school to concentrate on his 
rowing and has returned to Seaholm this year. 

Seaholm	Senior	
Rows	into	Nationals
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   Students settle into their seat, while the 
shuttle bus is parked, before departing to 
Groves. 
   This may be Seaholm’s tightest squeeze-- a 
13 inch wide seat, barely longer than a sub 
sandwich. 
   Policy dictates the shuttle bus to Groves 
can legally pack three students into each 
bench, but students say it is far from com-
fortable. 
   The full story on page 2

Unfairly Detained? Though in Class, 
Some Claim They’re Marked Absent

Sleepless	
in	Seaholm

   Phoebe Anstett 
is sick. Cough, no 
voice, runny nose 
kind of sick.
  On any given 
school day, she 
wakes up at 5 AM 
for swim practice, 
goes to school, 
then swims for 
another two and 
a half hours. She 
then comes home 
for half an hour, 
eats a quick dinner, 
then departs to dance lessons, 
which last until 9:15. 
   Only when she comes home 
does she start her homework.
   “I’ve been doing all my activ-
ities for so long I can’t imagine 
cutting one out of my sched-
ule,” Anstett says. “I can’t 
quit.”
   Anstett typically gets five 
hours of sleep a night, and her 
body is starting to feel the toll.
   “I’m exhausted all the time,” 
Anstett said.
   Anstett isn’t alone. 
   Junior Caroline Stacey’s busy 
schedule keeps her on her feet 
and out of bed.
   Stacey is a member of In-
stant Replay Volleyball Club 
of Metro Detroit, a club which 
trains for three and a half 
hours a day 3-4 times a week. 
She also works out on her off 
days and has a tournament, 
typically outside of the state, 
every weekend. Outside of 
athletics, she’s a regular baby-
sitter and frequently attends 
architecture workshops in De-
troit. She finds herself sleep-
ing about six hours a night.
   “This year I’ve definitely 
been challenged [finding time 
to sleep and do homework] 
with my course load associ-
ated with junior year,” Stacey 
said.
   Beside tournaments, Sta-
cey has also been doing out of 
state college visits on week-
ends, relatively frequently.
   “Because I’ve been traveling 
so much, I usually do [home-
work] on airplanes or in air-
ports on the weekend,” Stacey 
said. 

   According to a Highlander 
survey, 6:30 A.M. is the aver-
age wakeup time for a Seaholm 
student on a normal schedule 
day.  Along with after school 
games and extensive practic-
es, most students involved in 
extracurricular activities stay 
at school upwards of 8 hours a 
day, with an average bedtime 
is 11 P.M.
   According to West Bloom-
field-based pediatrician Evan-
dro Silveira, the pressure 
students put on themselves 
to succeed reflects on sleep 
schedules, which in turn can 
affect brain structure.
   “There are two phases of 
sleep, REM and non-REM,” 
Silveira said. “Individuals 
need to spend a certain time 
in both phases to build con-
nections in the brain.”
   According to the National 
Sleep Foundation [NSF], 
more than 50% of teenagers 
nationally are exhausted dur-
ing the day. Only 20% report 
an adequate amount of sleep.
   “Generally speaking, a teen-
ager between 12 and 20 should 
be getting at least around eight 
to 10 hours of sleep a night,” 
Silveira said.
   Depriving the body of the 
sleep it needs can have devas-
tating effects over time.
   “There’s a lot of immune 
responses to the body which 
protect you against infec-
tions,” Silveira said. “If you’re 
not rested you won’t have 
them when you need them.”

   *Names have been changed 
   Senior Claire Smith* ner-
vously answers a phone call 
from her mom. On the other 
end of the line her mom scolds 
her for skipping fourth hour. 
The problem is, Smith was in 
class. 
   “I wasn’t late or anything,” 
Smith said. “I was on time to 
class and the worst part was 

I even gave a ten minute pre-
sentation where I presented 
to the class and the teacher 
asked me questions and I was 
still marked absent.”
   The new attendance policy 
makes students sign out be-
fore they leave the school. 
Unexcused absences, in which 
the student did not sign out, 
will not be excused. The new 
policy reduces skipping but it 
also makes it difficult to prove 
that the absence was a mis-
take. 

   Attendance secretary Susan 
Pomroy said the issue is not 
very common. 
   “It’s usually one of two is-
sues,” Pomroy said. “Either 
there is a substitute and a 
student will walk in late or 
be sitting in the wrong seats, 
and with the teachers, again 
I’m hearing the student aren’t 
coming into the right class or 
they don’t come in and check 
in with the teacher.” 
   But for Smith neither situ-
ation was the case. According 

to Smith, this also isn’t the 
first time it has happened. 
   “This has happened to me 
twice now in the same class,” 
Smith said. “Once on the sec-
ond week of school and a week 
later on the day I gave the pre-
sentation. On top of all that, 
last week I get a thing saying 
I have Saturday detention be-
cause of the absences.” 
   Smith’s parents agreed to ex-
cuse the detention. 

Kathleen Davis
Editor	in	chief	of	
web
kdavis@
seaholmhighlander.com
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See	Attendence	/	Pg.	5

See	Rowing	/	Pg.	8

Andy Teahan 
Staff	writer
ateahan@seaholmhighlander.com
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  Seaholm students report getting less  
  than adequate sleep, resulting in low  
  function during the school day. 

Seaholm Men’s 
Tennis team finishes 
fifth in the state.
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District 
opens up 
to public
By Kendall Hitch

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
The bus which transports students from Groves to Seaholm and vice versa. Overcrowding 

this year has raised safety concerns and could possibly be a problem for the district.

Sumer Ghazala 
Staff Writer
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior Night 
Approaches 

Teachers 
administer 
attendance 
policy
By Kendall Hitch

Seats are 13 
inches wide, 
causing 
students to 
sit three to a 
bench

House Rules Nearly Set

By Kendall Hitch

Esther Seawell
Staff Writer
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com

   October 29, Seaholm will 
hold its annual junior parent 
night beginning at 7pm.
   This event provides an 
opportunity for the Seaholm 
counseling department to 
speak with current juniors 
and their parents to prepare 
them for the upcoming year.
   Topics scheduled for 
discussion include testing, 
college readiness, and the 
college application process. 
   All juniors and their fami-
lies are invited and encour-
aged to attend. 

   Sunday, November 4, the 
Birmingham School District 
will host its annual communi-
ty-wide open house.
   The building will be open 
to the public from 2pm until 
4pm.
   According to the district 
webpage, the open house 
targets anyone who is sim-
ply interested in learning 
more about what the district 
and what its programs have 
to offer. This could include 
potential students and their 
families.
   “Meet staff members, visit 
classrooms, and talk with 
students and parents that are 
taking advantage of a world 
class education in their own 
backyard,” noted a posting 
on the Birmingham District 
webpage.
   Seaholm Students will be 
giving tours throughout the 
day and staff members will 
be present to talk about their 
respective programs or de-

partments.

   Seaholm staff members 
have begun assisting admin-
istrators with enforcing the 
attendance policy.
   The staff members partici-
pating include Mr. Harwood, 
Mr. Wicker, Ms. Rossen, and 
Mr. Shellenbarger. 
   These teachers are now 
responsible for distributing 
detention papers when stu-
dents reach three tardies or 
have an unexcused absence.
   According to Principal Dee 
Lancaster, the reason these 
teachers have taken on this 
added responsibility is be-
cause they are training to be 
administrators and they need 
around a hundred hours of 

administrative experience.

   Lancaster said that Mr. 
Peterson and Mrs. Boyer 
will still be administering 
punishment and will be the 
central authorities on mat-
ters of attendance.

   Nearly 100 proposed House 
Rules have been narrowed 
down to 15. Some of the 
original options included it’s 
cool to care, be positive, and 
take pride in yourself.
   The rules are being reviewed 
Wednesday night, October 
24th, by the character 
education committee. 
   “We’ll put them on survey 
monkey and then the students 
will be able to vote,” Principal 
Dee Lancaster said, “and then 
we’ll decide how we’re going to 
roll it out and get the students 
involved from there.”
   A big thing about these House 
Rules is the fact that they have 
been written by a group and 
not one person.
   “It’s definitely more of a group 
thing. We tried specifically to 
move away from one small 
group working on it,” Flex 
teacher Robin Moten said, “we 
wanted to make sure that it 
was more inclusive, that more 
kids were involved. Not just 
kids in Birmingham Voice.”
   So far this year the 
Birmingham Voice students 
have been using the majority 
of their time on the House 
Rules. They have been taking 
student suggestions and going 
over them to make sure that 
they will fit to Seaholm’s 
environment. 
   “Last year we worked with 
the club and we had the club 
trying to figure out what 
good House Rules would be,” 
Birmingham Voice President 
Katie  Rink said, “we went 
back to the drawing board, 
we gave everyone the House 
Rules that we made last year 
and they had their own voice 
in the matter.”
   The Groves House Rules, 
which have been in place for 
four or five years have worked 
well for their community.
   “At Groves when they did their 
House Rules, they worked a 
lot better to incorporate the 
whole school,” Rink said, “and 
they wanted us to incorporate 
the whole school this year.”
   “What it kind of was is 
a language. It was about 
ownership. It was about 
respect, it was about character, 

it was about integrity, all the 
things we kind of strive to do 
as a society. And in this specific 
case, strive to be as a school,” 
Vice Principal Othamian 
Peterson said.
   Something that seems to be a 
recurring theme of the House 
Rules is how people treat each 
other and themselves.
   “I hope that people 
understand the impact they 
have on everyone else and how 
easy it is to be kind to each 
other,” Rink says.
   “Students create their own 
sort of ground rules,” Peterson 
said, “it’s how they want to 
treat each other, how the class 
should look.”

Accept others but more im-
portantly accept yourself.
   
Give respect to gain re-
spect.
   
Take pride in yourself.
   
Encourage individuality.
   
Stand up Speak out.
   
Stand up for others no one 
should have to stand alone.
   
Don’t stand by, stand up.
   
Reach out.
   
It’s cool to care.
   
Bring out the best in oth-
ers.
   
Own up to your actions.
   
Keep your head up.
    
Be Positive.
   
You have an Effect on oth-
ers.
   
Leave a positive legacy at 
Seaholm.
   
Get past the Mask.
   
#OneMaple

Tentative 
House Rules 
for Seaholm
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Attention Loyal Readers:
It’s not too late to 
subscribe to the 
Seaholm Highlander
The Highlander is moving to a new subscription-based delivery 
process, beginning October 19. Single issues will also be available 
for $1.50 at the Maple Tree.

Students who paid for a subscription during August registration are 
now automatically enrolled in the publication’s new personalized 
2nd period room-delivery format. 

Subscription plans are available for $10 (2nd period delivery) and 
for $20 (home delivery).

I want to subscribe!

Please make all checks out to “Seaholm High School”

Sign me up for room delivery.$10  

Sign me up for home delivery.$20  

NAME:
2nd Period Teacher

1st TRI 2nd TRI 3rd TRI

Address (home delivery only)

Street                                                         City                  State              ZIP

Please cut out, include check and mail to:                          
         Seaholm Highlander
                            2436 West Lincoln, G107
                               Birmingham, MI 48009

Questions? Call us (248-203-3803) or email: tips@seaholmhighlander.com 

   Dylan Packard has a prob-
lem.
   Every day the Seaholm 
senior rides the shuttle bus 
to Groves to get to his second 
hour, AP physics BC class. 
   And every day he finds him-
self sitting in the aisle way 
instead of a seat. 
   “Basically even though I 
leave my Seaholm class at the 
expected time, I arrive to a 
completely full bus,” Packard 
said. 
Between carrying a backpack 
and an instrument, Packard 
said it’s hard to find a seat. 
   “I find it detestable,” Pack-
ard said. “Most of the time 
I’m sitting on my clarinet case 
on the floor wedged between 
two seats filled with three 
people. Obviously there’s a bit 
of a shortage.”
Packard is one of the more 
than 50 students who ride the 
bus between first and second 
period.   
The 1.8 mile, six minute bus 
ride shuttles students every 
hour between Seaholm and 
Groves for different classes. 
Legally, the bus is within its 
capacity, however students 
say it’s still a tight squeeze.  
Senior Ryan Vanderhoef said 
he has to put his legs on the 
aisle way. 
 “It’s really crowded,” Van-
derhoef said, “and there’s just 
not enough room.”
   Bus Driver David Danforth 
transports students to Groves 

and back each day.
   There are up to 54 students 
on the bus, and according to 
Danforth it should hold 44 
students comfortably.
        “I think the regulations 
state you can have three kids 
to a seat legally,” Danforth 
said. “Now with the elemen-
tary kids, that’s possible, but 
with high school students, 
they’re too big.”
According to senior Sam 
Becker, riding the bus can be 
uncomfortable.
“Sometimes [a different bus 
driver] will make you sit three 
to a seat,” Becker said, “or on 
the floor.”
   According to Ken Mick-
lash, a Pupil Transportation 
Consultant for the Michigan 
Department of Education, the 
crowding is legal, provided 
students stay off the aisle 
floor.
   “You’re legally allowed to 
have three to a seat,” Mick-
lash said, “but if students are 
sitting on the floor, that is 
violating a safety code and it 
is illegal.”

      “We do not want any 
student body parts, book bags 
or equipment in the aisle 
way that would cause a risk 
of injury in an accident or 
block the emergency exits of a 
school bus,” General Manager 
of Durham School Services 
Chris Schoemann said.
Schoemann acknowledged 
that the logistics can be chal-
lenging. 
   “This is three, 13 inch wide 
students per seat,” Schoe-
mann said, “which we know is 
not the reality of a high school 
student, though it is possible.”  
  Packard disagreed. 
“I can’t fit as a third person on 
a seat,” Packard said. “Legally 
no one should be sitting on 
the floor. If they slam the 
brakes I have nothing in front 
of me.”
    Finding a spot can be tough, 
even for students who make it 
on time to the bus. 
    Senior Heather Shen takes 
AP French second hour at 
Groves and most days is 
forced to sit three to a seat. 
   “I have to run from class if 

I want to sit with one person 
instead of two,” Shen said.
   Sophomore Caitlin Da-
vis also takes the shuttle to 
Groves.
   “There’s three to a seat,” 
Davis said. “It’s definitely 
overcrowded.”
   Senior Cece Barron said she 
also finds herself sitting three 
to a seat, forcing her back-
pack on the floor. 
  “It’s super crammed and 
super annoying,” Barron said. 
“It’s not safe either.”
Starting last week, Durham 
Transportation announced 
they will no longer be provid-
ing a back up bus to pick up 
late students.  
   According to a packet sent 
out October 4th from The 
Birmingham Transportation 
Department and the Birming-
ham Public Schools, students 
are arriving late to the shuttle 
buses and waiting for the 
next shuttle bus to transport 
them. That’s why the second 
bus was cancelled, effective 
October 15.
   According to Seaholm Prin-

cipal Dee Lancaster, there 
never was a second late 
bus. It was simply the same 
bus doing a double loop from 
Seaholm to Groves. 
 “We had students who knew 
there was this bus which 
made them either really super 
late for a Groves class or 
leaving really early from their 
Seaholm class,” Lancaster 
said. “Eventually we said no 
more double-loop.”
   This means students who 
may have an incident or for 
some reason can’t make it to 
the first bus have to find their 
own means of transportation. 
  Packard said adding an addi-
tional bus is the only solution.
 “They need to be circuiting 
more buses to us,” says Pack-
ard, “I can’t think of any other 
options.” 
 “I don’t want to encourage 
students to complain,” Dan-
forth said, “but if you com-
plained enough I would have 
to ask for a second bus, but I 
don’t know if they would give 
it to us.” 
  Micklash said if students be-
lieve there is a potential safety 
concern, they must follow 
prescribed protocol. 
  “Michigan is a local control 
state,” says Micklash. “To 
remove a safety concern the 
issue must be addressed to 
the transportation director, 
then to the principal, which 
must be followed through to 
the Legal Board of Education.

  As of press time, no formal 
complaints have been lodged 
with the transportation direc-
tor.
   Lancaster says it depends 
upon the communication be-
tween the offices and dispatch 
of the shuttle service in order 
for the Seaholm administra-
tors to know about an over-
crowding.
   “Kids sitting in the aisle way 
is against the law,” Lancaster 
said. “I’ll call transportation, 
and find out whether they’re 

just not communicating.”

Students Question Shuttle Crowding
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Senior girls tug-a-war team beats out the junior girls team. The girls won the event for their forth year in a 
row.

Senior Mallory Mareski and Cece Barron perform in the senior floor show at 
Field Day. The group lost to the juniors in their last Field Day.

The freshmen class marches into the gym.  The freshmen did well considering it was their first Field Day.Sophomore Natalie Nepa runs in the shuttle run. 

Field Day

The sophomore class marches into Field Day. The class col-
lected the most points overall.

The junior class celebrates after a victory. The juniors were notably successful in floor show and march.

Freshman Stuart McNutt participates in the mystery field 
event. 

Part of the senior floor show included an emotional testimo-
ny for their final Field Day. 

2012

Freshmen Freedom

71
Surfin’ Sophomores 

83
Junior Jollyrogers

68
Senior Swat

81

All Photos By Madeline Tew



Opinion Wednesday, October 24, 2012 
the highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com4

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:
What are you being for Halloween?

“I’m being Quinn from 
Glee when she went 
through a punk/Goth 
phase.”
-Sophomore Megan Jones

“I want it to be a 
surprise!” 

-Senior Max Cormier  

“I’m being a Spartan 
cheerleader from SNL.”

-Junior Jessica Harrison

“A cop.”
-Junior Aaron Collins

Staff Editorial
Field Day: Class Spirit at its Finest
   Field Day.
   One look across the gym at the bleachers on 
the other side and it was clear the whole school 
wasn’t there.
   Committees of dedicated students worked 
for months to prepare everything for that one 
day.  From march to costumes, and everything 
in between, these students spent hours work-
ing toward Field Day.  Yet many students still 
refused to show up. 
   It was hard to tell though, because the excite-
ment of the crowd that did choose to partici-
pate almost made up for the absence of others.  
Because, maybe just for that one short day, 

everyone in the Seaholm gym was filled with 
Maple pride.
   This is why all students should be required to 
attend field day each 
year.  
   Field Day should 
not be treated as a 
day off or the begin-
ning of a long week-
end.  While it may 
not be an educational 
day, it does more for 
the community of 
this building than all 
of the other administration-sanctioned assem-
blies in the world. 
   There isn’t a single day of the year when the 

Seaholm community feels closer or more like a 
family.  Students cheer “seniors, sophomores!” 
or “juniors, freshmen!” 

   Whether they are 
sweeping the other 
grades in field events 
or embarrassing them-
selves in the floor 
show, these teams of 
under and upperclass-
men are winning or 
losing together. 
   And it’s not just a day 
for fun and games, ei-

ther.  At the end of the day, it’s also for a good 
cause.  This year alone, the four grades com-
bined collected nearly 11,000 pounds of food 

for Gleaner’s food bank.
   This is part of the attraction that keeps com-
munity members and parents coming back to 
the event each year.  Even Seaholm alumni 
come to relive their own Field Days.  It is a 
memorable experience for everyone.  
   And then, by 11 o’clock, it’s over.  Students are 
free to do whatever they want with the rest of 
the day and, really, they still get a long week-
end.
   For those four hours though, students should 
be required to be in the gym, supporting their 
grade and participating in Field Day.  
   Because is it really worth an extra few hours 
of sleep to miss out on the rush of school spirit 
that is so unique to this day?  

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
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to provide an accurate report and a free exchange of 
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affect the Seaholm High School community.
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By Lenny Terterian 

   Too 
much of a 
good thing 
is never a 
good thing.
   The new 
food regu-
lations are 
just that, 
too much of 

a good thing.
   While the previous year’s 
stock in the cafeteria and the 
Maple Tree may have been 
a little excessive- including 
cookies, tons of different can-
dies, sugary drinks, and many 
other dessert options, cutting 
students off completely is not 
the answer.
   Students are already com-
plaining about the new re-
strictions. What many stu-
dents don’t know is that the 
changes are only currently be-
ing phased in. They will not go 
completely into effect until the 
2013-2014 school year.
   If students are complaining 
now, odds are complaints are 
going to skyrocket once they 
come back to school to find all 
their beloved cookies, candies, 
and slushies gone.
   Since the regulations are so 
extreme, they aren’t really go-
ing to achieve their purpose, 
which is to advocate a healthy 

lifestyle. 
   It is often the case that when 
you restrict people from some-
thing, they go crazy when they 
have access to it. This prin-
ciple holds true regarding the 
food regulations. 
   While freshmen and sopho-
mores eat in the cafeteria, the 
overwhelming majority of 
upperclassmen do not. This 
means that once the current 
freshmen and sophomores 
become upperclassmen they 
will have access to off-campus 
lunch and a wide variety of 
fast food restaurants.
   Since these students will 
have been so strictly con-
trolled in their underclassmen 
years, they will definitely take 
the opportunity to eat tons of 
unhealthy food, more so than 
they would have if they had 
the opportunity for some un-
healthy options in past years.
   At this point, the entire pur-
pose of these regulations is out 
the window.
   Also, while these regulations 
might force kids to eat healthy 
lunches during school hours, 
nobody is going to be there 
to force healthy food down 
students’ throats after school, 
in college, and for the rest of 
their lives.
   By not giving students the 
option to monitor their own 
intake of unhealthy foods, the 
food regulations are truly hurt-
ing students in the long run. 

Once students move on from 
high school they will not have 
acquired any lifestyle skills as 
far a balanced diet, because all 
of the decisions were made for 
them. 
   This will not only provide 
a harder transition to life on 
their own, but could also cause 
them to develop poor eating 
habits after high school be-
cause they don’t have time to 
learn.
   On a national level, these 
regulations need to be made 
less restrictive. Instead of 
completely taking cookies 
and candy out of the school, 
they could have them offered 
only two to three days a week, 
showing students that treats 
are okay in moderation.
   At the Seaholm level, the 
school should not take federal 
funding for breakfast. Accord-
ing to principal Dee Lancaster, 
it is most likely that the school 
will take funding for breakfast 
next year.
   If they don’t, the food regu-
lations will not apply during 
breakfast. This means that 
other entities will be allowed 
to sell food at this time. This 
opens up the possibility of the 
Maple Tree selling some treats 
or clubs having bake sales 
in the morning, so students 
could grab one cookie or drink 
to save for the rest of the day.

Food Regulations Backfire
Kendall Hitch
News Editor
kchitch@seaholmhighlander.com

Commentary

Students should be required 
to be in the gym, supporting 

their grade and participating 
in Field Day.  

5 Things You Need to Know: Starbucks Rewards
Effective October 16th, Starbucks’ loyalty program changed for their Gold Level members, Starbucks costumers who frequently purchase 

drinks.  To obtain Gold level status customers must purchase 30 drinks within a year, on a registered card.

Content by Meghan Flynn
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   The dog laid, curled on the floor, breath-
ing deeply in what was almost, but not quite, 
a snore.  He’s a Shih Tzu, with a mix of dark 
grey and white fur and only one eye. 
   “[That’s] Little Billy Bones: the one eyed 
munchkin pirate dog,” the man behind the 
desk said. “Billy Bones is the name of the first 
pirate in Treasure Island- one of my favorite 
books ever.”
   The man behind the desk is Craig Mac-
Neill, known simply as Mac to his friends. 
He’s a rather conspicuous man, donning thin 
rimmed glasses, the lens of which are tinted a 
dull, light yellow. He has a thin strip of gray-
ing hair around the outer circumference of his 
mostly bald head, and a full, thick beard and 
mustache combo he’ll occasionally play with 
as he thinks. 
   But, what’s most noticeable about “Mac” is 
his love of books. Short stories, and long nov-
els, and hard-covers, and paperbacks overflow 
the shelves around him, spilling onto chairs 
and tables. The smell of musty, crinkled pag-
es is unmistakable in every inch of the room, 
from the green plant in the store’s display, to 
the back door and only entrance.  
   “There’s this old line that teachers used to 
use a long time ago, teachers and librarians,” 
Macneill said. “Books [are] like ships that will 
take you to other times and places...”
   MacNeill is the owner and only employee 
of Second Hand Books-- a used book store 
tucked in between an art gallery and aban-
doned tattoo shop within driving distance of 
Seaholm. He comes into work around 11:30 
each day, leaving by about 7:30 in the eve-
ning. During these hours he’s able to read 
books of his own, and meet the quirky people 
that he claims make his job.  
   “I really get to meet some really nice to re-
ally strange people,” MacNeill said. “Used 
book stores sometimes tend to attract crazies. 
When I say crazies I mean people that range 

Taylor Wyllie 
Managing Print Editor 
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Taylor Wyllie
The neon sign hanging in the display window of Second Hand Books. The store sits between 
an art shop and abandoned tattoo shop about 15 minutes away from Seaholm. 

from being delightfully eccentric to truly nuts. 
The delightfully eccentric are just wonderful to 
meet.”  
   MacNeill grew up in the east side of Detroit, 
raised by his mother and step-father in a fami-
ly full of children. His mother passed down her 
love of reading to him, her eldest boy. 
   “My mother was an avid reader. I was used 
to books being around the house from the start 
and I was eager to learn how to read,” MacNeill 
said. “I had been read to. As far back as I can 
remember there was always books around.”
   He originally worked at a printing company, 
but by 1990 realized that the trade was no lon-
ger for him. 
   “I had enjoyed the trade, out of high school 
I apprenticed as a printer... [My boss] loved 
the business, he loved his employees. He was 
a dictator of course, but he was a benevolent 
dictator who really did want us to be happy 
and do well,” MacNeill said. “He died and his 
wife remarried and brought in a total jerk who 
didn’t know anything about the business and 
knew even less about how to deal with peo-
ple. Important people in the business started 
quitting...I felt it was time to leave.”

   When a good friend of his offered to sell him 
her used book store, he jumped at the oppor-
tunity. 
   The platform of Secondhand Books is simple. 
He’ll accept donated books from members of 
the community, or occasionally buy them if 
these books are “gems”. Then he’ll do research- 
either on the internet or in the thick, red refer-
ence “books about books” lined up behind his 
desk to find the appropriate price. 
   “[Pricing] is probably the thing that takes 
the longest to learn,” MacNeill said. “It’s hard 
to say. For the most part I try to sell them for 
about 50%, if it’s common, fairly current, 50% 
of the original cover price.” 
   He once sold a book, a first edition of A Con-
federacy of Dunces by William Kennedy Toole, 
to a collector for $700. But that was rare, and 
most days he sits inside his little store, filled 
to the brim with books of all shapes and sizes, 
from all different centuries, waiting, hoping for 
customers. 
   “The most challenging part,” MacNeill said, 
leaning back, hands playing with his beard. 
“Selling enough books to stay in business.”
           Second Hand Books 3155 W. 12 Mile Rd

Community member, 
Craig MacNeill, shares 
his stories as a used 
book store owner

Attendance
Cont. from page 01

     “They excused it but they weren’t happy 
about it because I shouldn’t have been marked 
absent in the first place,” Smith said.
   Senior JP Tallent had a similar experience.
   “I didn’t know I was absent until I got a Sat-
urday detention,” Tallent said .“I didn’t really 
think much of it. But I know a lot of people who 
this has happened too. When I went to turn in 
my detention sheet there was a whole line of 
people with detention sheets there and they 
were complaining about being marked absent 
[When they were there].” 
   Instances of students who are wrongfully 
marked absent sometimes go unreported. Stu-
dent Jessica Johnson* said she didn’t report 
the absence.
   “Well I was in class that day and I checked 
Power School later and saw that I was absent, 

so my parents just talked to the teacher and he 
excused it. We didn’t talk to the attendance of-
fice or anything,” Johnson said. 
   Pomroy said this is becoming less of a prob-
lem as the trimester goes on. 
   “It has died down because now the teachers 
know who their students are,” Pomroy said. 
“So they’re aware when they sit in a seat that 
isn’t there’s or if they walk in late they can pick 
it up.”
   Some teachers, such as Social Studies teacher 
Dawn Whitehead have developed their own 
method of taking attendance to ensure stu-
dents are not accidentally marked absent.
   “I have a class roster with attendance and 
dates and then I take that list and verify num-
bers and call off names just in case somebody 
may have not signed in by mistake,” Whitehead 
said. “I check absences so I actually, between 
the signing in and my double checking atten-
dance is kind of done three different times, and 
it has worked for me over the years.” 

FIRST VISIT 20% OFF

HALLOWEEN:
The Highlander’s guide 
to finding the right 
costume for you

START:
Do you 

appreciate all 
things scary? 

NO YES

A character 
from your 
favorite 
book

Ex: The Mad 
Hatter

A character 
from a hor-
ror movie

Ex: 
Hannibal 
Lecter 

A ghost

Would you 
be willing 
to wear a 
mask?

Would you pre-
fer to make 

your 
costume?

Do you 
like to 
read?

“I didn’t know I was absent un-
til I got a Saturday detention. 
I didn’t really think much of it. 
But I know a lot of people who 
this has happened too...”

- Senior JP Tallent

A superhero

YES

Would you 
wear face 
paint?

NO YES

 
APPLE DRIVING SCHOOL INC. 
4895 STODDARD TROY, MI 48085 

(248) 689-8224 
SEAHOLM HIGH SCHOOL 

 
SEGMENT I 

 
OCT 8-25, 2012 Oct 8,9,10,11,15,16,18,19,22,23,24,25, 2012 (3 weeks) 

5-7 pm SEA1012 seg 1 
 

NOV 5-28, 2012 Nov 5,6,7,12,13,14,19,20,21,26,27,28, 2012 (4 weeks) 
5-7 pm SEA1112 seg 1 

 
SEGMENT II 

OCT 16,18,19, 2012 T, Thurs, F 7-9 pm SEA1012B seg 2 

OCT 29,30, NOV 1, 2012 M, T, Thurs 5-7 pm SEA1012C seg 2 

NOV 12,13,14, 2012 M, T, W 7-9 pm SEA1112 seg 2 

NOV 26,27,28, 2012 M, T, W 7-9 pm SEA1112B seg 2 
 
 
  

NO

NOYES

YESNO

Berkley’s Hidden Stories
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Winners will be randomly chosen from all entries. 
Employees of all promotional partners and their agencies are not eligible. Please arrive early. 

Seating is basted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Seats are not guaranteed.

ON OCTOBER 26 
TREAT YOURSELF 

Paramount.com/FunSize

LET’S 
GET THIS 
SEARCH 
PARTY 

STARTED
For your chance to win a

Prize Pack and Free Movie Passes 
send an email to 

FunSizeDET@gmail.com 
and let us know where 

you think Albert is hidden.

 Airheads – 
Out of Control  

www.Airheads.com 

 Airheads – Crush, Let the Flavor 
Set You Free  

www.crushsoda.com 

Lessons From Laramie

Sleep 
Cont. from 

page 1

Photo By Kelsey McClear
Students practice for the fall play, The Laramie Project, in the auditorium. It will be           
performed in front of students on November 7.

Molly Force
Student Life Editor
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

   On Wednesday, November 7, The Laramie 
Project is coming to Seaholm.
   From 7:30 am to 10:15 am, students in grades 
ten through twelve will watch the play, follow-
ing with a student-led discussion. First hour 
will start at 10:30 am and the rest of the day 
will be run with an abbreviated schedule.
   “The play is basically dealing with the after-
math of a young man out of Wyoming who 
was relatively known as being openly gay in 
the town of Laramie,” Scott Craig, GSA and 
Diversity Club sponsor who is involved in the 
production said. “He led kind of a difficult ex-
istence but in the end he is actually killed by 
two men who pretended to be interested in 
him sexually but what they really wanted to do 
was take him out, they beat the crap out of him, 
and then they left him tied to a fence way out 
in the country side and he died of exposure. So 
he was literally bullied to death. He was beaten 
and left to die because he was gay.”
   This young man’s name was Matthew Shep-
pard. Tectonic Theater Project traveled to 
Laramie and conducted interviews with the 
people of his town. The play was made to fol-
low the story after his murder and the town’s 
reaction to it.
   Junior Shane McPartlin, who plays 6 roles in 
this play, is excited to take part in the produc-

tion.
   “I believe this play, although it is definitely 
not a comedy, still has a lot of great material to 
deliver,” McPartlin said. “It’s not really much 
of a story about homophobia as it is a story 
about how a supposed hate crime and sensa-
tionalism of the story itself takes the innocence 
away from a small town in Wyoming. It’s al-
most more about the town itself rather than 
the crime.”
   Another actor in the play, junior Ryan Glavin, 
believes this play really gives the audience 
something to think about.
   “I like to do theatre work and it seemed like 
a fun endeavor to do,” said Glavin. “I’m indif-
ferent to the fact but personally, four out of my 
five characters are homophobic people and you 
just get to see a lot more points in the matter 
than you do just living in Birmingham.”
   The play will only be shown to all classes 
but the freshmen. The freshmen will partake 

in something different, according to Principal 
Dee Lancaster.
   “We just decided we are doing tenth, elev-
enth, and twelfth grades only for a couple rea-
sons,” Principal Dee Lancaster said. “We will 
do something else with the ninth graders, with 
maybe something a little more maturity appro-
priate for them. Then we will do break out dis-
cussion groups for everyone afterwards.”
   The goal of the discussions following the play 
is to facilitate communicating about the topic 
of bullying and accepting each other.
   Ben Briere, director of the play, wants the 
discussion to feel relaxed and open.
   “The purpose of the discussion afterwards is 
just to have a discussion. In a discussion, there 
is a risk that you will have people disagree and 
that’s really important,” he said. “To have a 
good community, you need people to be able 
to openly disagree and to openly discuss about 
their feelings. I think when you don’t talk 
about things, it makes it worse. If you just say 
the rule is that you can’t be homophobic, that 
wouldn’t work. People need to be able to talk 
about their feelings in an open forum but they 
need a real example because I think things like 
bullying get removed form our everyday lives 
and we don’t think it happens to us or we don’t 
think it will happen in our lives. But it is an ev-
eryday occurrence and it is good to remember 
that these things have context.”
   Craig believes the play gives the students at 
Seaholm the opportunity to really listen and 
understand this nonfiction story.

   “It will be dealing with the homophobia that 
frankly a lot of Seaholm students that have,” he 
said. “Particularly our male students probably 
more than the females. There is a lot of teasing 
and joking that goes on. There are a lot of com-
ments made. A lot of students, I think, think 
that it’s funny. They don’t think it really has 
any serious consequences and this young man, 
Matthew Sheppard, he lived his whole life with 
the fact that he was bullied, teased, made fun 
of, ridiculed.”
   Lancaster thinks the play would be useful to 
everyone.
   “I think any school needs this, not just 
Seaholm. I think that any time that you can 
have discussions is good,” said Lancaster. 
“We’ve had our fair share of issues here at 
Seaholm the past couple years having to do 
with recognizing other people’s differences 
and respecting one another. We are taking a 
different look at diversity and who people are.”
   This assembly is required but there is an opt-
out option, however, which does not mean that 
students can just sleep in. It entails participat-
ing in an alternative activity conducted by Ann 
Deboer.
   “There has to be that opt-out for people be-
cause even though the play takes place after 
the murder, but the premise is still that it was 
because he was gay and there certainly are 
some people who believe, for their own per-
sonal choice, that being homosexual is wrong,” 
said Lancaster. “So do I think there’s probably 
going to be some push back? Yes, I do. And 
that’s part of the reason why I have no interest 
in tackling the morality or immorality about 
him being gay. I don’t want to talk about that 
piece of it. I want to talk about respecting the 
fact that he was and that even though you don’t 
necessarily agree with who he was, that you 
still can respect him and love one another.”
   Briere doesn’t feel the need to worry about 
the risk factor that comes with showing this 
play at Seaholm.
   “I think every act of theatre is a risk. You are 
putting people on stage and either the audi-
ence is going to get it or they’re not,” Briere 
said. “And I think risk is good. It raises the 
stakes and it makes us ask was it worth it? And 
we wont know until afterwards. Did people get 
what we were going for? Is our school better 
because this play happened? I would like to 
have a positive impact. I want people to go, 
‘wow, I really felt that.’ Whatever they felt, just 
that they really felt it,” Briere said. “If they feel 
anger, then feel anger. If they feel surprised, 
to feel surprised. If they feel happiness, to feel 

happiness. I want them to have an experience.”

     According to the NSF, a 
deprivation of sleep can be 
linked to motor vehicle acci-
dents and a greater likelihood 
of obesity. Lack of sleep is 
also linked with poor perfor-
mance in school and sports, 
and has been known to affect 
both short term and long term 
memory.
 Because the body’s sleep cycle 
is mainly based on light, con-
stant exposure to television, 

computer, and phone screens 
can keep your body awake 
long after bedtime.
   However, students won’t 
change their habits knowing 
the risks.
   “I chose my schedule and 
extracurriculars even though I 
knew it was going to be hard,” 
Stacey said. “I feel like it’s all 
worth it just to keep me busy 
and diverse.”

Fall play aims 
to confront 
bullying, 
homophobia
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Junior running back Jack Mentag carries the ball for a gain against Hazel Park.  The Maples running game was crucial in their 49-32 win.

Mathew Wilson
Staff Writer
mwilson@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm clinched at least a share of the OAA 
blue on Friday, defeating Hazel Park 49-32. 
The Maples move to 7-1 on the season (6-0) in 
the OAA Blue. 
   “The offense played really well, we scored a 
lot of points,” senior slot receiver Matt Brown 
said.
   Hazel Park’s defense contains outside runs 
well, and the Maples thought they could use 
the pass to score points. 
   “We wanted to attack the middle because 
they left their two safeties out wide,” senior 
wide out Jake Martin said.
   Senior tailback Tim List played a key role 
in the win, leading the team with 128 rushing 
yards and two touchdowns.

   “Tim could basically run where ever he want-
ed, the offensive line played well,” Brown said.
   The offensive line has been a huge reason for 
the Maples success this season, especially the 
last two games.
   “The offensive line has been carrying this 
team the last two weeks, I’ve only been sacked 
once,” senior quarterback Stephen Guenther 
said
   Guenther also ran for two scores, and threw 
a third quarter 43 yard touchdown to Jake 
Martin on the biggest play of the game.
   “We had been setting up the play the whole 
1st half, the safety bit on the play action, and it 
was wide open,” Martin said. 

The 2012 Seaholm Football squad has been 
primarily known as a defensive football team 
with a power running game that will grind you 
out. That changed on October 5th, with the of-
fense putting up a season high 35 points, 21 of 
which, came through the air in their 35-33 win 
against Lahser. 
   It was the last ever home game for Lahser 
because next year, Lahser will combine with 
Andover to form one football team.
   “We knew Lahser would be tough to beat 

because it was their last home game, and it ob-
viously felt awesome to win the last ever game 
being played at Lahser,” senior slot receiver 
Matt Brown said.
   It was a cold, rainy, Friday night with tem-
peratures in the 40s, but that didn’t stop the 
Maples’ offense.  
   “Offensively we were looking to throw the 
ball a little bit more because of what lahser 
was doing with some of their coverages,” head 
coach Jim DeWald said. 
   A huge reason the maples offense was able to 
succeed was due to senior quarterback Ste-
phen Guenther’s breakout game.
   “We saw on film that we could expose their 
linebackers in the pass game,” Guenther said. 
   Guenther went onto score four touchdowns, 
three in the air, and one on the ground. 
   “Stephen threw four verticals very well, he 
was able to manipulate the Lahser free safety, 
and dictate where he was going to throw the 
ball,” DeWald said
   The offensive line was a huge contributing 
factor, not allowing a single sack throughout 
the game. 
   “The offensive line gave me time all night, I 
didn’t get sacked,” Guenther said.
   Despite the defense giving up 33 points, the 
team was satisfied with the win. 
   “It was nice to carry the defense, they’ve 
been the rock all year, and it was great to re-
turn the favor,” Guenther said. 
   The Maples played championship caliber 
football, executing their offensive game plan to 
perfection. 
   “We played very well, and we played an in-
spired football game,” Matt Brown said. 
  

Maples Clinch 
League Title 
and Finish 
Regular 
Season 8-1

   In the first round of the 2012 MHSAA 
State Playoffs, Seaholm will host the Ox-
ford Wildcats in a 1st time ever matchup. 
Oxford is a perennial football powerhouse 
that now plays in the OAA White Division, 
this year going 5-2 in the Division and 6-3 
overall. 
   The Wildcats are led by sophomore QB 
Glacier Wallington (#10), senior RB/LB 
Zach Hadron and work horse junior RB 
Benjamin Line (#42), who was the Week 
9 OAA White Player of the Week with 33 
carries for 164 yards and 2 TD's.
   The game will be at 7:00 at Maple Field 
on Friday October 26.

Seaholm Faces 
Oxford in First 
Round of Playoffs

Maples Ground Falcons 22-15, Oxford’s Next

   Call it the “Miracle on 13 Mile”. 
   The Maples defeated Groves 22-15 on Fri-
day, winning in stunning fashion, coming back 
from a 15-0 halftime deficit.
   The game changed on a clutch fourth quar-
ter defensive play by senior linebacker Dan 
Simon.  
   With less than three minutes remaining in 
the fourth Groves held a slim 15-14 lead and 
appeared poised to add six more.
   But on a Groves touchdown attempt from 
the Maples’ one, Simon singlehandedly saved 
the day, forcing a turnover and taking it 99 
yards the other way for what would become 
the game-winning score.
  “The guy was leaning into the end zone,” 
Simon said. “I came in and stripped it and just 
started running.” 
   The win was electrifying for the team
   “Beating Groves was obviously a great feel-
ing; I thought our team showed great charac-
ter,” senior wide receiver Tyler Scott said.
   With the win, the Maples clinched the OAA 
blue conference title outright, and earned the 
right to host playoff game. 
    The Maples will host Oxford this Friday at 

Maple Field, at 7 p.m.
    “Winning the OAA was important to our 
team, the seniors set out goals before the 
season, and that was one of them,” Scott said.  
“Now we have a home playoff game for the 
first time in 11 years, and that is a huge deal.” 
   They’ll look to take this momentum into the 
playoffs.
   “Now we have to capitalize and keep the 
season going. We believe as a team that we can 
make a run and that starts Monday at prac-
tice.” Scott said. 

Seaholm 49, Hazel Park 32
October 12

WANTED:
DREAMERS, 
VISIONARIES, 
AND FREE SPIRITS.

Lawrence Technological University 
isn’t for just anyone. We want 
the restless thinkers, scientists, 
and designers who will create the 
world of tomorrow.

If you believe that everything is 
possible, and that “possible” is 
everything, we want you at LTU. 

Visit ltu.edu/applyfree to have 
your application fee waived!

POSSIBLE IS EVERYTHING.

Lawrence Technological University | Office of Admissions  
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058 | 800.225.5588 | admissions@ltu.edu | www.ltu.edu

Seaholm 35, Lahser 33
October 5
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Football Team Falls to Oxford in 
First Round of Playoffs, 42-8

New Coach, 
Same BU Hockey
Zach Granett
Staff Writer
Zgranett@seaholmhighlander.com

Mathew Wilson
Sports Editor
mwilson@seaholmhighlander.com
     The Seaholm varsity foot-
ball team ended their season 
after falling to the OAA white 
Oxford 42-8 in the first round 
of the playoffs. They finished 
with an overall record of 8-2, 
and an OAA blue conference 
championship.
   The Maples had a plan going 
in, but it wasn’t enough to 
defeat Oxford. 
   “Oxford was a very talented 
football team,” junior safety 
Andrew Barton said. “Our 
game plan defensively was to 
load up the box, to stop the 
run and we did load up the 
box, but they were just too 
overpowering physically.”
   Oxford was too overpower-
ing, they rushed for over 200 
yards as a team. 
   Another reason for Oxford’s 
massive win was their stout 
defense, who didn’t give up a 

touchdown until late into the 
fourth quarter when Stephen 
Guenther threw a 5 yard 
touchdown pass to Tyler Scott 
on a hitch route.
   “It was tough across the 
board for everyone, we had 
faced an opponent who was 
very strong across the board, 
and gave everyone a rough 
time,” assistant coach Bill 
Shellenberger said.
   This group of Maple seniors 
accomplished their goals, and 
they relished every moment 
of it.
   “It wasn’t the way we 
wanted our season to end, and 
it wasn’t the way our seniors 
wanted to go out, but we still 
had a great season,” senior 
receiver Matt Brown said.  
   The Maples finished with 
many accolades. Amongst 

them, the Maples finished 
undefeated in their confer-
ence for the first time in more 
than a decade, they won their 
division for the first time in 
seven years, and hosted the 
first home playoff game in 11 
years. 
   “It was great to be a senior 
on this team, and leave a 
legacy of winning champion-
ships and hosting playoff 
games,” Brown said.
   This 2012 Maple football 
team not only won the OAA 
blue conference title, but won 
road games against tough op-
ponents like Lahser, Groves, 
and Berkley.
   “My favorite part of this 
season was beating Lahser 

on the road because it was 
the MIPrepzone game of the 
week, and our offense explod-

ed that game,” senior lineman 
Tom Oelke said.
   The achievements of this 
2012 Maple football team will 
always be remembered.
   “This team will go down 
as one of the best teams in 
Seaholm football history 
because of our success in the 
OAA,” Barton said. “Winning 
the OAA blue was the great-
est accomplishment of my 
football career.” 
   This team not only achieved 
success on the field, but has 
character off the field. 
   “It was an incredible season, 
to be able to coach a group of 
kids with such high character, 
and for those high character 
kids get rewarded for their 
success was incredible,” Shel-

lenberger said. 

   The Birmingham United 
Varsity Hockey team is ready 
to kick off the season with 
new coach John Chateau at 
the helm.
   This is Chateau’s first year 
at the varsity level and he has 
high hopes for the upcoming 
season.
   “I expect that we battle for 
the OAA Red championship 
every season, finish in the top 
three of the league, and then 
make some noise in the play-
offs,” Chateau said. 
   Chateau has been coaching 
the BU JV team since 2007, 
where he took the team to a 
league championship in 2010, 
and a 2nd place finish last 
year.
   Chateau said the players 
know what to expect from 
him and are familiar with his 
coaching style.
   “All our players already 
know how to play BU hockey,” 
Chateau said. “They are famil-
iar with our style of defensive 
minded play.”
   Being the main part of the 
team, the defense will look to 
perform well led by Seniors 
Kevin Kristopik and Mark 
Deacon.
   “I think it will take a few 
games for the new defenders 
to adjust to the speed of var-
sity hockey,” Kristopik said. 
“After we are all comfortable I 
think we will be strong.”
   Senior Adam Susalla will 
lead the attack this season. 
Susalla was a key player on 
last year’s team. Susalla was 
second on the team in points 
last year with 29. Susalla had 
15 goals and 14 assists.
   Susalla will look to improve 
not only on the ice this year 
but as a leader for the team.
   “I will work on my commu-
nication skills with the team 
and focus on the team becom-
ing a family,” Susalla said.
   Chateau praised Susalla, 
along with the other team 
leaders.
   “Zach Tayler, Michael Madi-

gan, Mark Deacon, and Adam 
Susalla are seniors that will 
take the team on their shoul-
ders and carry us through 
when things aren’t going our 
way,” Chateau said. “We need 
our senior leadership to be 
solid, these guys will provide 
that leadership, and I know 
they look forward to the chal-
lenge.”
   Chateau has been involved 
with hockey his whole life. He 
played club hockey at Central 
Michigan University.
   In 2000, Chateau started 
the Utica Eisenhower pro-
gram. It was the first varsity 
program in Macomb County 
and he finished with a 55-34-
11 record, adding a MAC Red 
Division Championship from 
2004-2006.
   “[Chateau] is liked and 
highly respected by all of us,” 
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Junior running back Nick Vestevich is tackled by two Oxford defensemen as he carries the 
ball for a Seaholm gain

“All our players 

already know how to 

play BU hockey.  They 

are familiar with 

our style of defensive 

minded play.” 

-Coach John Chateau

Cross Country Not 
Allowed to Run in 
Midwest Regional
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Seniors Aubrey and Tess Wilberding congratulate each other after their winning the state 
championship.

David Granadier
Sports Editor
Dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

   When the No. 1 ranked 
team in the nation isn’t 
allowed to compete in the 
regional and national tourna-
ments, something doesn’t add 
up.  
   But this is exactly what hap-
pened when the Maples were 
told they couldn’t compete in 
the Nike Cross Midwest.
   The race was held on Satur-
day, November 10, in Terre 
Haute Indiana, and is the high 
school regional championship 
meet for teams from Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, and 
Missouri.  The winning teams 
would move on to compete at 

the NXN (Nike Cross Nation-
als) for the national title.
   The No. 1 team in the coun-
try was denied the chance to 
defend their ranking due to 
a misunderstanding between 
the Nike tournament admin-
istration and the MHSAA.
   Since states is considered to 
be the last event of the season 
the NXN was technically 
an off season race.  For this 
reason, NXN had to receive 
approval from the MHSAA for 
the girls to compete as a team.
   Unfortunately, Nike never 
got the message that the run-
ners were allowed to com-
pete and did not want to be 
responsible for making any of 
the returning girls ineligible 

for the high school season, so 
they pulled the entire team.
   “It’s an MHSAA rule, and 
it’s pretty much only with 
Michigan, that teams aren’t 
allowed to compete after the 
season,” sophomore regional 
runner Rachel Dadamio said.  
“So Nike didn’t want to be 
liable for us not competing 
which is understandable.”
   Without a regionals perfor-
mance, the Maples will not get 
a chance to run at nationals 
and prove that they’re the best 
team in the country.
   Some of the runners would 
have still been allowed to run 
individually but decided that 
it was no longer worth it to 
make the trip to Indiana.

Controversial Call Gets  
Maple Volleyball Team Sent 
Home From Tournament
Riley Micallef
Staff Writer
Rmicalleff@seaholmhighlander.com
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Andrea Gothard gets ready to set her teammate up during 
the district championship game against Marian.

   The Lady Maples volleyball 
team is known for their inten-
sity, although intense doesn’t 
even begin to describe the 
Halloween day tournament in 
Bedford.   This year the girls 
experienced some Halloween 
trickery and wound up going 
home early.
   Seaholm had been playing 
well all day, beating Lakeland 
and Ladywood easily.  After 
these victories the Maples 
found themselves in the “gold 
bracket” against Bedford, the 
host of the tournament.  
   Up against Bedford the 
Maples were tied 1-1, and the 
third set was 15-14 in extra 
points, with Bedford lead-
ing.  That meant that Bedford 
could win on the next point.  
   During this part of the set, 
Heather Lippert, the Maples’ 
head coach, was giving the 
server, junior Daisha Martin, 
signals behind her clipboard 
regarding where to serve the 
ball.  Lippert then noticed a 
tall man dressed in black in 
the crowd holding his hand 
up giving the same signals 
she was to the Bedford team, 
spoiling where the Maples 
were going to be serving.
   Lippert’s first reaction was 
outrage, bringing it to the 
attention of the ref.  She then 
addressed the man, pointing 
at him, and called him out 
for his apparent cheating, 
embarrassing him in front of 
the entire gym full of multiple 
different schools.
   “The whole gym became 
completely silent,” said senior 
Erin Nuenenfeldt.  “Craziest, 
most intense volleyball mo-
ment I’ve ever experienced.”
   With tensions rising higher, 
the man in the stands left, but 

this was just the beginning.
   After the drama in the 
last set, the Maples lost the 
last point, causing elimina-
tion from the tournament.  
However, because they lost, 
tournament rules required 
them to referee the next 
game, which featured Bedford 
vs. Novi.
   During this game, Seaholm 
girls made two controversial 
calls, which made it seem as if 
they were favoring Novi after 
their feud with Bedford.  The 

Bedford coach then requested 
the Maples not referee their 
game, causing an aggravated 
coach Lippert to pack up and 
leave the tournament.

Susalla said.
   Chateau won coach of the 
year in 2004, 2005, and 
2006.
   BU finished last season with 
eight wins, nine losses, and 
six ties.
   BU will kick off the season 
against Macomb Dakota, 
November 17 at 8:30 p.m. It is 
a home game at Birmingham 
Ice Arena.
   BU drew St. Mary’s and 
Brother Rice for the post-
season and the team is very 
excited about the challenge
   “We hope to challenge them 
and make a playoff run.” Sus-
alla said.
   For all BU updates, follow @
BUhockey or @coach chateau 
on twitter.
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