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District Title. 
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Racy pictures sent from your cell 
phone can lead to serious criminal 
charges. It’s a costly lesson 
students at one Southeast Michigan 
high school are learning. 
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   Election Day just got a little more complicated 
for first-time voters.
   Across the state, registered voters are learning 
that, unless they registered in person with the 
City Clerk or at a Secretary of State’s office, they 
cannot vote absentee in this election.
   That’s because new voting rules in Michigan 
mandate first-time voters under the age of 60, 
registered by mail, to show identification and 
vote in person.
   Former Seaholm student Paul Beshouri, now 
a sophomore at Central Michigan University, is 
not happy with the change.
   “It’s an attempt to make it difficult for younger 
people to vote,” said Beshouri.
   However, Birmingham City Clerk Nancy Weiss 
said the measure was needed to insure accuracy.
   “It is not an attempt to make it difficult,” said 
Weiss. “It’s an attempt to eliminate any kind of 
voter fraud that could occur.”
   Weiss stressed that there’s a big difference 
between registering in person and simply mailing 
in a form; both sending a registration form in 
the mail and voting absentee could provide an 
opportunity for fraud.
   Dr. Paul Kubicek, a professor of political 
science at Oakland University, said the measure 
was necessary.
   “Clearly you have to register in person and 
you actually have to go and vote in person,” said 
Kubicek. 
   However, Kubicek also noted that the law could 
be interpreted as voter restraint.
   “If you were genuinely absentee…it could 
be considered voter suppression law,” said 
Kubicek.
   Ashley Haglund, a Seaholm graduate and 
freshman at Michigan State University, said the 
rules make things harder, but she understands  
their importance.
   “It’s a big deal to vote,” said Haglund. “You want 
to make sure everything’s done legitimately.”
   Regardless, some young voters are upset with 
the lengths they have to go to in order to vote.

Decision 2008

President
OBAMA (D)  53.9%
McCain (R) 39.9%

Congress

senator
Levin (D) 65.3%
Hoogendyk (R) 34.7%

Knollenberg (R) 57.6%
Peters (D) 42.4%

Rep. Joe Knollenberg (R-Bloomfield) speaks to AP Govern-
ment students. The Congressman fielded questions during the 
40 minute visit, October 9. Photo by Ashley Harte

Seaholm 
Chooses Obama

Proposal 1
Medical marijuana

yes   67.5%
no   32.5%

yes   70.9%
no   29.1%

Proposal 2
Stem cell research

Michigan’s Best

Senior Alex Lipa sinks 10 foot putt on third sudden death hole to win 
state title and propel team to a state championship. STORY PAGE 11 

Students line up to vote in Mock election. 

Our full story on the 
mock election 
process inside

“I like talking to students, 
particularly in government 
classes, you all should have 
a good bit of exposure to 

your elected officials.”

U.S.Rep. Joe Knollenberg
GOP Congressman, MI-9th

9th District Representative Joe Knollenberg 
reaches out to local constituents, youth vote
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   Michigan’s 9th Congressional District 
Representative Joe Knollenberg took time out of his 
campaigning to speak with government students and 
visit local constituents at Seaholm High School. 
      The October 9 stop served to promote his 
candidacy and allowed students to speak on the 
issues first hand with their elected representative in 
Washington. 
   “It was really smart on his part,” said senior Sarah 
Kanaan. “Especially since a lot of his followers are 
our parents. I think it’s good he’s reaching out to the 
younger generation, that’s something that lots of R 
epublicans don’t do.” 
   Knollenberg spoke of his background and how 
various local leadership positions within Oakland 
County and a conversation with an old friend, 
former Congressmen Bill Bloomfield, encouraged 
him to run for Congress. 
    “Knollenberg’s story is kind of what the whole 
Jeffersonian idea of politics is,” said senior Aaron 
Pryka. “He can relate to the whole small business 
thing because he had a real 
job before politics. He wasn’t 
one of those guys who just 
trained his whole life to be a 
politician.”
   He described his long-
standing role on the House 
appropriations committee, 
which is involved in putting 
together and funding the 
budget.  He addressed his 
stance on health care and 
retirement, alternative energy 
and his personal growth 
throughout his experience in 
Congress.
   Knollenberg left time for questions on anything 
pertaining to his campaign and current political 
issues. Senior Stephanie Harrison asked Knollenberg 
how he plans to create jobs in Oakland County.
   “I’m working with county executive L. Brooks 
Patterson to bring in some 85 new companies to 
Oakland County,” said Knollenberg. “These aren’t 
just auto companies, these are communications 
companies, software companies and the big one 
is the medical companies coming in. These are 

companies from Atlanta, the North 
East and South West coming here 
because we have a talent base of 
skilled hungry workers who left 
Ford, GM, Chrysler and Delphi. We 
have already created 13,000 jobs.”
   Knollenberg’s speech received 
mixed reviews amongst the student 
population.
   “Aside from avoiding questions 
and jumping from answer to answer 
like a bullfrog, he answered his 
questions with a hardly acceptable 
level of competency,” said senior 
Scott Covey. 
   Following his speech Knollenberg 
agreed to a one on one interview 
with the Highlander. 
   “One of the things I like most 
about being in Congress is being 
able to talk to the people,” said 
Knollenberg. “I like talking to 
students, particularly in government 
classes, you all should have a good 
bit of exposure to your elected 

officials.”
   Knollenberg 
c a m e 
p r e p a r e d 
and didn’t 
hesitate to 
respond when 
asked questions about the 
impending economic crisis- 
specifically his stance on 
the federal bailout of failing 
Wall Street corporations.
   “The second bill we voted 
on, while it wasn’t perfect 
and there was some pork 
in there, was the only thing 

we could do, because it was the only chance we 
were going to have to get something done,” said 
Knollenberg. “Originally constituents and I were 
moving in the direction of saying we shouldn’t do 
anything, but later though we were changing our 
minds because they could actually see what was 
happening. The stock market was rapidly dropping; 
they couldn’t get a loan or maybe something for 
their house.”
   Knollenberg said economic recovery may be a 
long term process. 

   “Well when I tell you it’s going to be short term, 
I don’t mean two days or two weeks, it’s going to 
take longer than that,” said Knollenberg. “A lot of 
people have seen their retirement plan, their 401k 
and any other investments they’ve got dropped 
substantially. It’s going to take a while, I keep 
telling people it’s not a silver bullet out, I feel firmly 
though that we did the right thing.”
   Less than 20 percent of Seaholm seniors are 18, 
and thus unable to vote in the upcoming election. 
In four years, those who heard Knollenberg speak 
will be entering the workforce, and inheriting the 
economic decisions shaped by Congress over the 
next four years. Knollenberg stressed how he 
would work in Congress to create various jobs 
within the county and reaffirm Michigan’s 
economic strength. 
   “I want to make sure we keep and bring back 
the seniors from here after they graduate from 
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the lengths they have to go to in order to vote.
   “I have to drive two hours home from Central 
to vote,” said Beshouri. 
    Young people make up a considerable 
amount of voters in Michigan. In the primary 
earlier this year, 15 percent of all voters were 
under the age of 29, according to statistics 
collected by The Pew Charitable Trusts.
   The upcoming election is expected to bring 
in record-breaking numbers of voters. For 
the first time ever in the state of Michigan, as 
many as 5 million people may vote. If absentee 
ballot issues prevent a significant number of 
first-time voters from casting their ballot, the 
move could have an effect on these numbers.
   However, Weiss isn’t worried that will 
happen. 
   “No, I don’t think [a decrease in 
voters] will be the case,” 
said Weiss.
   Beshouri 
s a i d 
voter 

education efforts on the CMU campus are helping 
students understand the process.
   “I’ve become very familiar with the rules,” said 
Beshouri.
   Carrie Campana, a freshman at Illinois State and 
former Seaholm student, was able to register at the 
Secretary of State office, but she said that the rules 
were not fully explained to her.
   “The only reason I knew about [the law] was 
through my government class,” said Campana.
   Regardless of the law, Haglund believes that 
young voters will still find a way to vote.
   “People are energized to vote,” said Haglund. 
“They will do whatever it takes.”

Voting Rules

out of the 667 votes cast, 
67.5% voted yes on Proposal 
1 to make medical marijuana 
legal in michigan Seaholm Mock Election

   Senior Sarah Wilson stood waiting in a seemingly 
endless line, surrounded by eager students and 
Channel 7 news cameras for one reason and one 
reason only: to vote in Seaholm’s mock election. 
   “My birthday falls on Election Day this year. 
Unfortunately, I will only be turning seventeen,” 
said Wilson.  
     Like so many others who were too young cast 
a ballot in the official Presidential Election, she 
decided to let her voice be heard to the high school 
community.
      “We definitely had the highest percentage 
turnout ever,” said community service organizer 
Cheryl Shettel.
   Though there was an immense amount of 
participation, students’ motives for completing the 
arrows were widely across the board.
   “I think it’s important, and if you have issues that 
you care about, you should let the world know,” 
said senior Beth Oelke
   Seniors Lauren Kirby and Brady Green seemed 
to agree.
   “I need to exercise my right as an American 
citizen,” said Kirby.
   “I believe that we are the future of this country 
and it’s important that we voice our values,” said 
Green. 
   “I voted so McCain can win,” said Freshman Clay 

Petry.
   Senior Tom Turnbull had a 
particularly unique reason why 
he cast a vote.
   “I’m Canadian so this is 
my only chance. I’m glad 
the school gave me this 
opportunity.”
   Though it seemed 
most students voted 
because they 
wanted to voice 
their opinions, 
others were 
b r u t a l l y 
h o n e s t 
a b o u t 
the real 
r e a s o n 
t h e y 
decided 
to show 
up.   
   “I just 
needed 
a good 
e x c u s e 
to get out 
of class,” 
s a i d 

freshman Dylan Dulberg.
   Senior Richard Washington seemed 

to care less about having his voice 
heard and more about having his 
face seen.
   “I came because the news was 
there,” said Washington.

   Reasons for taking part in the 
election were very different, but 
everyone seemed to agree that 
underage voting was an excellent 
i n t r o d u c t i o n 

to the political 
process.

   “It exposes our 
students to see what 
the opportunity to 
vote is 
l i k e 

a n d 
l e t s 

them go 
t h r o u g h 

the process 
of filling out a 

ballot and seeing 
what the results 

turn out to be,” said 
Assistant Principal 

Staci Peterson.

   “It encourages people to get out and have their 
say. It’s good to start at an earlier age,” said senior 
Elizabeth Grobbel.
   Not only was it a good idea to start practicing 
voting at a young age, many students thought it was 
necessary in order to teach inexperienced voters.
   “A lot of people didn’t know how to vote. [Someone] 
even asked me where to write her name on the 
ballot,” said senior William Scott, who volunteered 
to help students with the voting process.
   “I tried to vote but I screwed it up so I just gave 
up,” said senior Michael Carnegie.
   Despite these difficulties, a number of students 
still felt the mock election would correlate with the 
official Presidential Election.
   “In the past, the results were fairly consistent with 
the way that the national results turned out,” said 
Peterson.
   “I think the results will be the same as the national 
election because there are a lot of kids who are 
steadfast republicans and a lot of people who are 
diehard democrats so both sides should evenly be 
heard,” said senior Molly Stacy.
   The majority of students, however, did not think 
the mock election would relate to voters across the 
nation.
   “Birmingham is a highly Conservative area based 
on socioeconomic status where people are more 
worried about their taxes than social programs and 
stuff like that,” said senior Daniel Porcerelli.
   “The mock election may show the general feelings 
of students, but we only represent one demographic 
out of many,” said senior Alex Palffy.
   Grobbel seemed to agree with the widely known 
theory regarding the voting propensity of high 
school students.
   “The younger population tends to be more left 
wing than the entire nation,” said Grobbel.
   In addition to the voting tendencies of teenagers, 
a lack of political efficacy may have been another 
factor that skewed results. “I just chose a random 
person because I don’t really care who wins or 
loses,” said Carnegie.
   If our parents are the ones voting in the real 
election, shouldn’t the mock election simply reflect 
their views? 
   “My parents’ views greatly influenced my vote. 
Everyone in my family is a Democrat and so am I,” 
said freshman Kevin Yam.
   Other students did not feel inclined to vote as their 
parents do.
   “My mommy voted for McCain and I voted for 
Obama,” said senior Cameron Boese.
   “My parents did not influence my decision 
whatsoever,” said one student who wished to remain 
anonymous.
   With a 53.9 percent Obama lead, Seaholm’s 
election seemed to mock actual statewide polls, 
where Obama is up by 11.5 points. Coming in 
second, McCain received 39.9 percent of votes, with 
Ralph Nader at 3.7 percent, and Cynthia McKinney 
at .5 percent.
   Whether they voiced their own opinions or their 
parents’, students were eager to learn the final 
results.
   “Everyone keeps saying they are voting for Obama 
because they think it’s the cool thing to do, so it 
will be interesting to see how many people actually 
follow through,” said senior Sarah Kanaan.
   Kirby felt students would practice what they 
preach.
   “Obama will win by a landslide no matter what.”

Seaholm Students Complete the Arrows
Alexi Knock
Lifestyles Editor
Aknock@seaholmhighlander.com
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 high school and college,” said Knollenberg. “In 
the future you’re going have to have math, science, 
technology, engineering or healthcare skills. These 
jobs are going to be the jobs created within the 
area.”
   Knollenberg also addressed how Michigan’s 
geographic qualities enhance its marketability for 
companies looking to locate themselves. 
   “This state has a lot of qualities; we don’t have 
hurricanes, tsunami’s, earthquakes, at least none 
since I’ve never been around,” Knollenberg said. 
“The climate…people like to live here, it’s a 
beautiful setting. This will help to keep the jobs 
coming and coming.” 
   Congress currently sits at an all time low approval 
rating. Democrats have targeted Knollenberg’s seat, 
pouring big dollars into negative ads connecting 
Knollenberg to the failed economic policies and 
painting Knollenberg as one of Bush’s “foot 
soldiers.”
   So what does he tell the young voter who asks 
why he deserves another chance?
   “I can understand your disappointment,” 
Knollenberg said. “But what I tell them is this thing 
going on is not just one problem, it’s a variety of 
problems that came together in this perfect storm 
kind of situation. It’s the oil situation, the whole 
terror thing to some extent, were buying oil from 
countries that aren’t exactly friendly to us.”
   Knollenberg said his 16 years in the House sets 
him apart from Democratic challenger Gary Peters.
   “It’s also a case where it’s about experience,” 
Knollenberg.  “One thing about Congress is this; if 
all the incumbents get beaten and that won’t happen 
but say a number of them do those people replacing 
them aren’t just going to march to the front of the 
line. This is a seniority system; it took me eight 
years to become a chairman, because if you don’t 
have the rank, you don’t go to the front of the line, 
you go to the back of the line. So people that alread     
y have the experience that makes a big difference in 
what you can accomplish, so for that reason I think I 
would be a better selection than my opponent.” 

   Knollenberg has been rigorously campaigning to 
retain his incumbent seat in Congress, and according 
to electoral-vote.com (a website that averages major 
polls daily) is in a dead heat with opponent Gary 
Peters.  
   Despite his incumbency, traditionally an advantage 
in Congressional races,  Knollenberg is placed at a 
disadvantage because GOP presidential nominee 
John McCain recently pulled out of Michigan to 
focus his efforts elsewhere, thus taking with him 
many crucial Republican field organizers and 
support. 
   But Knollenberg remains optimistic about 
his chances, and firmly believes that GOP vice 
presidential nominee and Alaskan Governor Sarah 
Palin will come to Michigan again to speak with 
voters and electrify the republican vote.
   “She made some comments in Missouri 
about wanting to comeback to Michigan,” said 
Knollenberg. “And people back here love her, they 
really do, she has a great support system wherever 
she goes. It’s conceivable that McCain could come 
back to, but we would like to have Palin come back. 
I think we will wind up getting her back here though, 
we just don’t know when. My staff is talking to her 
staff currently, so were moving along.”
   Bill Ballinger, the editor/publisher of Inside 
Michigan Politics, believes that it’s foreseeable for 
Palin to make another appearance in the State.
   “It’s wishful thinking on his (Knollenberg’s) 
part, but often wishes like these come true,” said 
Ballinger. “But if he told you that Palin is coming 
back than I am sure he wasn’t lying.”
   Ballinger weighed the pros and cons of a Palin 
comeback, specifically its impact on Knollenberg’s 
current race.  
   “It’s hard to say whether it will have a big impact 
on his campaign,” said Ballinger. “A lot of people 
don’t like Sarah Palin, but on the other hand she 
would energize the base of the party, and could help 
by holding a fundraiser for the party.”
  As the Knollenberg-Peters race approaches its 
finish, the candidates are getting short on money. 

 Republican Joe “Not the Plumber”
According to the Detroit Free Press, Knollenberg 
has raised $3.1 million to Peters $1.9 million. 
Knollenberg currently has $1.9 million at his 
disposal, to Peters’ $472,108. Fundraising could 
provide an even greater advantage to Knollenberg, 
as he would have more money to put towards the 
campaign.
   “Heading towards the end of a campaign, in a 
neck and neck fight, you want to have a financial 
advantage,” said Ballinger. “That money can be 
used for T.V ads, radio and literature. Having 
more money is a huge help, but it’s not going to 
guarantee victory.”
   Ballinger believes that because Obama has run 
up a big margin in Michigan, Peters may reap the 
benefits. Still, in his eyes the election is a complete 
toss up at this point. 
   “The fact that Obama appears to have run up 
a big margin hurts Knollenberg because people 
might vote a straight democratic ticket in the 9th 
Congressional District,” said Ballinger. “It will 
come down to what impact will the financial 
advantage of Knollenberg have on the race against 
the margin Obama might have created.”

out of the 663 votes cast, 
70.9% voted yes on Proposal 2 
to make Embryonic stem call 
research legal in michiganSeaholm Mock Election

   “It encourages people to get out and have their 
say. It’s good to start at an earlier age,” said senior 
Elizabeth Grobbel.
   Not only was it a good idea to start practicing 
voting at a young age, many students thought it was 
necessary in order to teach inexperienced voters.
   “A lot of people didn’t know how to vote. [Someone] 
even asked me where to write her name on the 
ballot,” said senior William Scott, who volunteered 
to help students with the voting process.
   “I tried to vote but I screwed it up so I just gave 
up,” said senior Michael Carnegie.
   Despite these difficulties, a number of students 
still felt the mock election would correlate with the 
official Presidential Election.
   “In the past, the results were fairly consistent with 
the way that the national results turned out,” said 
Peterson.
   “I think the results will be the same as the national 
election because there are a lot of kids who are 
steadfast republicans and a lot of people who are 
diehard democrats so both sides should evenly be 
heard,” said senior Molly Stacy.
   The majority of students, however, did not think 
the mock election would relate to voters across the 
nation.
   “Birmingham is a highly Conservative area based 
on socioeconomic status where people are more 
worried about their taxes than social programs and 
stuff like that,” said senior Daniel Porcerelli.
   “The mock election may show the general feelings 
of students, but we only represent one demographic 
out of many,” said senior Alex Palffy.
   Grobbel seemed to agree with the widely known 
theory regarding the voting propensity of high 
school students.
   “The younger population tends to be more left 
wing than the entire nation,” said Grobbel.
   In addition to the voting tendencies of teenagers, 
a lack of political efficacy may have been another 
factor that skewed results. “I just chose a random 
person because I don’t really care who wins or 
loses,” said Carnegie.
   If our parents are the ones voting in the real 
election, shouldn’t the mock election simply reflect 
their views? 
   “My parents’ views greatly influenced my vote. 
Everyone in my family is a Democrat and so am I,” 
said freshman Kevin Yam.
   Other students did not feel inclined to vote as their 
parents do.
   “My mommy voted for McCain and I voted for 
Obama,” said senior Cameron Boese.
   “My parents did not influence my decision 
whatsoever,” said one student who wished to remain 
anonymous.
   With a 53.9 percent Obama lead, Seaholm’s 
election seemed to mock actual statewide polls, 
where Obama is up by 11.5 points. Coming in 
second, McCain received 39.9 percent of votes, with 
Ralph Nader at 3.7 percent, and Cynthia McKinney 
at .5 percent.
   Whether they voiced their own opinions or their 
parents’, students were eager to learn the final 
results.
   “Everyone keeps saying they are voting for Obama 
because they think it’s the cool thing to do, so it 
will be interesting to see how many people actually 
follow through,” said senior Sarah Kanaan.
   Kirby felt students would practice what they 
preach.
   “Obama will win by a landslide no matter what.”

Seaholm Students Complete the Arrows
Knollenberg Continued

Let Your Voice 
Be Heard

Write a Letter to the Editor at

letters@seaholmhighlander.com
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Music pumped loudly throughout the gymnasium 
as Seaholm seniors marched their way across the 
floor. Applause and loud screams filled the air as 
one Seaholm student casually walked through a 
busy crowd sporting nothing but a jock strap and a 
rubber George Bush mask. 

In front of hundreds of parents and students in 
the northeast corner of the gym, the nearly naked 
intruder attempted to disrupt Field Day in the most 
unique fashion in years.

“Almost all the parents were laughing,” said the 
streaker, who spoke on a condition of anonymity.  
“Some told me it was the funniest thing they ever 
saw.” 

He didn’t get very far through the crowd. 
   Varsity football head coach Chris Fahr intercepted 
the streaker before he could make it on the basketball 
court, detaining him briefly. 
   “I was able to apprehend the young man, but he 
was able to slip away,” said Fahr.  
   Fahr and Assistant Principal Deb Boyer both 

A Bush Mask and a Jock Strap
Meghan Warwick
Staff Writer
Mwarwick@seaholmhighlander.com

   Lights. Camera. Action. Over the summer several 
teenagers were extras in movies filmed in the local 
area. Michigan is becoming a big hot spot for 
movie locations, not only because of the beautiful 
landscapes the state provides but also because of 
Governor Jennifer Granholm’s recently passed 
movie tax rebate.

 The Michigan movie rebate law basically 
states that up to 42 percent of the money spent on 
making the film will be given back to the directors, 
producers, actors, actresses, etc. However, some say 
that Governor Granholm was being too generous 
with the movie tax rebate. After all, with big movie 
budgets, Michigan can end up losing a large amount 
of money. 

“According to the nonpartisan Senate Fiscal 
Agency, the credit will bring $17 million into 
Michigan through income and sales taxes in fiscal 
year 2009. Yet due to the payouts to film companies, 
the credit will reduce the Michigan Business Tax 
revenue that year by $127 million – for a net loss of 
$110 million,” said State Senator Nancy Cassis.

Although this may put Michigan back a few 
steps, they may be able to redeem themselves in 
the great amount of movie directors that have been 
wanting to film in the state. Not only has Michigan 
been attracting small films, but also big Hollywood 
premieres with Hollywood elite actors that include: 
Drew Barrymore, Ellen Page, and David Cross. 

Hitting even closer to home, several local high 
school students were extras in a Lifetime Original 
movie called “Prayers for Bobby.” Getting paid $75 
dollars for being an extra in a movie doesn’t seem 
to hard but it turns out it can be time consuming.

 “Overall, I thought it was worth the $75 and 15 
minutes of fame, so I would definitely recommend 
doing it and would do it again,” said Matt Baus. 

“It was an easy way to make money since we 
only had to walk around in front of the camera, but 
we had to wait around for 7 hours before we did 
anything. I would only recommend it if you have a 
lot of free time,” said Seaholm junior Alex Naski.

Recently filmed Michigan movies to look out 
for: Drew Barrymore and Ellen Page were in the 
area filming a movie called “Whip It,” and David 
Cross is in the middle of filming a movie called 
“Demoted.”

Take One,Take Two,
Take Michigan?
Eden Cooney
Staff Writer
Ecooney@seaholmhighlander.com

claimed that the George Bush look a- like was 
greased up.

“He was a little slick,” Fahr said.
   However, the streaker in the barely there outfit, 
said that was not the case. There was no lotion, no 
grease, no oil at all. 
   “Fahr grabbed my arm, but I twisted around and 
ran away,” said the streaker.  “P.S I was not greased 
up.” 

   After escaping Fahr’s grip, the birthday suit bandit 
darted out the gym’s northwest exit, faked right and 
then ran across Cranbrook to a waiting car.

“The only person that knew that I was doing this 
was my getaway driver, Dick Cheney,” the secret 
streaker said. “I would like to provide a special 
thanks to him for his efforts.”  

The streaker said only an hour’s worth of planning 

went into the act.
 “I went to a Halloween store and got a 
George W. Bush mask,” he said. “The jock strap 
just seemed like a good idea.”  
   Senior Tyler Haggerson called the moment a 
juvenile prank.
   “Kids will be kids,” said Haggerson. 

“I think that streaking is funny,” Seaholm Senior 
Bobby Krausmann. “People do it just to make 
people laugh.”  

While some parents and students were laughing, 
Boyer said administrators were not amused.

“We don’t want the attention taken away from 
the event we are celebrating,” said Deb Boyer. “If 
we recognize or identify the person there will be 
consequences.”

Ultimately, Boyer said, when it comes to being 
a streaker, people are laughing at you and not with 
you.  
   “They are looking for attention for themselves,” 
said Boyer.  “It is an attention getting device. To 
start a big investigation plays right into their hands. 
That is exactly what they want you to do.” 
   So just why did the anonymous streaker do it?

“I don’t know, I was bored,” he said. 

“I don’t know, I was bored,” 

-Anonymous streaker describes 
his motivation

As you fall into a deep sleep most probably 
one of the last things on your mind is that your 
car could be stolen, “hopped”, or jacked.   You 
may want to keep in mind that there have been a 
significant amount of items vanishing from locally 
parked cars during the night and early morning 
hours.  

“With both academics and extracurricular 
activities gearing up in the fall, students and new 
drivers can’t afford to let their guard down,” said 
Oakland County Sheriff, Michael Bouchard on the 
Oakland County Sheriff’s Office web site. “Many 
students work hard for their vehicles and need to 
use common sense and take precautions to protect 
their property.”

According to the Auto Theft Prevention 
Authority annual report, fall is the season for auto 
theft and “car hopping”.  One genre of theft seems 
to be recently increasing:  taking tires and rims 
from parked automobiles.

 All four tires and rims were stolen off of five 
General Motors brand cars Sept. 29-30 between 9 
p.m. and 6:30 a.m., between Maple and Lincoln 
near Glenhurst. The vehicles targeted included 
Trailblazers and GMC Yukons.

The way these crimes work is at night, after you 
park your car, someone else is casing the perimeter 
where your car is parked.  When the coast is clear, 
a perpetrator begins to lift your car using a jack.  
In the end, your may still have your car, but it will 
most likely be sitting on cement blocks absent of 
all four wheels.  Just the tires can on average be 

worth anywhere from $500 to $4,500, depending 
on the make and year of the car. 

“We’ve found if they’re looking for fancy 
rims they tend to go for newer ones,” said Terri 
Miller, director of H.E.A.T., Michigan’s statewide 
auto theft prevention program, in a report on the 
program’s web site.

While wheel theft is on the rise in and around 
Birmingham, wheels certainly are not the only 
items being stolen.  Phones, iPods, cash, credit 
cards, I.D. cards, Social Security cards, and 
of course the car itself may all be hot items for 
crooks.  

According to the 2007 Birmingham Police 
Department Annual Report, there were 24 vehicle 
thefts and over 300 larceny cases reported.  While 
not all larcenies involved a vehicle, a vast majority 
in fact did.

“The more attractive the stuff in the car, the 
better the chance the vehicle is going to be stolen,” 
Miller said.

In Birmingham and surrounding cities you may 
be much less likely to become a victim of a violent 
crime, although keep in mind that criminals lurk 
around looking for a quick and somewhat easy 
way to get money and valuable goods.    

Dont become a victim; take into consideration 
these precautionary steps to protect yourself, your 
belongings, and your beloved car.

Tips on keeping your car and belongings safe: 
• Close windows tightly. Don’t even leave them 

cracked. Always lock your car. 
• Keep all personal belongings, including iPods, 

cell phones and other valuables out of sight. 
• Never leave your vehicle running and 

unattended, even just for a few minutes. 

Cooper Parry
Staff Writer
Cparry@seaholmhighlander.com

“Hopping” Comes to B-ham • Have a mechanic install a concealed kill-
switch. 

• Add a second layer of protection to your 
vehicle by using a steering wheel locking device, 
a steering column or an alarm with a visible 
flasher. 

• Consider etching your vehicle identification 
number onto the glass surfaces of your vehicle. 
VIN etching makes vehicles less attractive to 
thieves because all windows must be replaced 
before the car is tagged with a fake VIN for 
resale. 

• If you know anything about an auto theft, report 
it to your local police department and H.E.A.T.’s 
confidential tip reward line at (800) 242-H.E.A.T

Tips courtesy of H.E.A.T. website.

Bill FOX CHEVROLET 
www.billfoxchevrolet.com

New and Preowned Cars 
Specialize in the first time car buyer
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725 S Rochester rd 
Rochester Hills MI 48307

3 miles north of M-59 on Rochester RD 

Open Saturdays

Home of The FOX

Bring in this ad to receive a free gift card
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  Kyle Pavone had planned on finishing high school 
like a normal student. 
  His tough junior year was coming to an end, and 
he had every intention of returning for a final year 
until one fateful message changed his path forever.
   “Andy [Glass] (a former Seaholm Student) mes-
saged me and told me they needed a new member 
in their band,” said Pavone.
  After losing their keyboard player on tour, the al-
ready successful Christian rock band       “We Came 
as Romans”, was in a desperate spot, and they knew 

all the way down to Florida,” said Pavone. “After 
spending that much time with these guys, we con-
sider ourselves brothers.”
  “We drive in a 15 passenger van that’s pretty awe-
some, and we all switch off driving,” said Pavone.
   Performing nearly every night for a month to 
audiences of about 600 could be pretty rough, but 
Kyle seems to think otherwise.
“I mean, it’s rigorous, but it’s something that I re-
ally love, I`m really happy with my decision to join 
the band,” said Pavone.   “School just wasn’t right 
for me.”
  Though the traditional path to graduation was out 
of the question with his hectic schedule, Pavone 
still has plans to receive a diploma by the end of 
the school year. 
  “He is taking classes at “Click” in Troy, which is 
great,” said Caroline Pavone, Kyle’s mother. “It’s 
very flexible.” 
  The money is another plus. Though each show 
fluctuates, Pavone said he earns a few thousand dol-
lars from each tour. He`s been on four tours.
  Even the most famous bands break up due to 
power hungry members, but Pavone says that it’s 
a non-issue.
  “We all consider ourselves equal, decisions are 
made by everyone and no one person takes more 
credit than another,” says Pavone.
  Though quitting school to join a rock band seems 
like just about every kid’s dream, it also seems like, 
well, every parent’s nightmare.
  “My parents were shocked at first” explains Pa-
vone, “but now that they see what we`re all about, 
its growing on them…I might even get them to 
come to a show or two.”
  “I`ve had his back for 18 years, and as long as he`s 
doing something healthy that he loves, I`m happy,” 
said Caroline Pavone. “He`s surrounded by good 
kids.”
  As for the future?
  “I don’t know,” Pavone said.   “I’m kind of living 
in the moment.”

Pavone had what it took.
“We heard Kyle’s stuff from his band ‘Stanford 
Grace,’ and we liked the sound,” said manager Matt 
Stewart.
  Pavone sings vocals with who he refers to as “the 
screamer guy” – 20 year old Dave Stevens – and 
was thrust into the band as the keyboard player as 
well.
  “I hardly had any experience with the keys be-
fore, but my piano experience helped a lot,” said 
Pavone.
  Pavone has now transitioned into his unexpected 
new rock star lifestyle.
  “We`ve traveled as far north as New Hampshire, 

Kyle Pavone decided that high school just wasn’t for him. Photo Courtesy of Matthew Franklin

Former Seaholm student Kyle Pavone left high 
school to pursue a career in musicianship

Pavone Takes a Different Path

Susie Plaggemars
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
splaggemars@seaholmhighlander.com

Seaholm Parents 
Boost School Spirit

   To many, a lack of spirit around Seaholm is clearly 
evident, especially at football games.
   Football booster co-chairs, Patrick and Laura Fen-
ton, organized a meeting in which around twenty 
couples got together and brainstormed possible 
ways to increase spirit at football games.
   “Spirit’s been just dwindling over the last year or 
so,” said Patrick Fenton. “The parents and I decided 
we really needed to step up.”
   The result included many firsts for Seaholm foot-
ball games. 
   At the Rochester-Seaholm game on October 10th, 
signs decorated the entrance of the student parking 
lot, with the name and number of each player on 
the team.
   In front of the entry gates to the field, a table 
was filled with maroon and white hair dye, face 
paint, and “S” stencils. Another table near it had 
doughnuts and cider for anyone who got their face 
painted.
   Prior to the game, freshmen and JV football play-
ers, along with other students, created a “tunnel” 
for the players to enter through. At the end of the 
tunnel, a banner was waiting for the players to 
break through.
   “Our goal was to boost spirit,” said Denise Bi-
anchini, a football parent.
   These parents plan to continue to encourage spirit 
at the Groves game this Friday.
   “We want them to know that we are behind them 
supporting them, even if they weren’t winning,” 
said Bianchini.

Abbie Genautis
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iDeaf?

   “In order to truly rock, I have to listen to my 
iPod at full gauge,” senior Josh Wegener said. 
“This allows me to truly experience the song in new 
vibrant ways.”   
    But Wegener and others who enjoy listening to 
their iPod at high decibels may be jeopardizing 
their ears’ ability to properly function.  According 
to a recent study conducted by European Union 
scientists, listening to your iPod for just an hour 
a day for five years straight at volumes over 89 
decibels, or full iPod volume, will greatly increase 
the odds of hearing trouble, if not absolute loss.  
    “It is a known fact that excessive noise induces 
sensory neural hearing loss, however each case 
is unique,” specialist Eve Leinonen of The Ear 
Nose and Throat Specialists PC in Novi told the 
Highlander. “The definition of excessive is still 
pure opinion,”
   The producers of the iPod, Apple, are aware of 
this problem.  In 2002, Apple was alerted that their 
shipments of iPods to French consumers were being 
stopped due to violation of French noise regulation 
law.  The iPods, which were capable of cranking out 
an incredible 104 decibels, exceeded the legal 100 
decibel French limit.  Apple had to put an unpopular 
sound limit on the device in order to keep doing 
business with French mp3 consumers. 
   In the United States, Apple has attempted to 
combat this problem by offering a sound limiting 
feature under the options menu in the iPod.  
   “I have never used that volume control and don’t 
plan on it,” senior and frequent iPod user Chris 
Howe said. “Education is the answer.  Young 
people need to understand that this habitual use can 
damage their hearing for life. “
   Heredity and chronic exposure to loud noises are 
the leading causes of hearing loss.  There is no cure 
for the loss of hearing; however, measures can be 
taken to prevent hearing loss.   And experts suggest 
consulting  your doctor or specialist to find out if 
your listening is just a bit too loud.    
   “Frankly, I just don’t care,” said senior Charlie 
Stevens. “I’m going to play my music as loud as I 
need to in order to truly feel the good vibrations.”

An 
Apple a 
day can 
make 
your 
hearing 
go away
Photo Illustration by Celia Nelson

New Kroger Gives Lunch-Goers
More Organic Choices

INSIDE:
Seaholm’s own gossip girls 
prove catty, ruthless banter 
is not just in movies. PAGE 6

Seaholm students open 
up to the new Kroger 
and find better deals
Peter Gargaro
Staff Writer
pgargaro@seaholmhighlander.com

The Highlander gives new 
movie “W.” 3 out of 4 
stars. PAGE 8

  Despite similarities between Kroger and 
Plum Market, many Seaholm students hold 
strong opinions over which one is better 
quality. The two grocery stores are right 
across the street from each other at Maple 
and Lahser road.  The new Kroger opened 
in August.  
   Both stores are open during lunch hours, 
and each has its fans.  
   “Plum has better food for the same price,” 
said Sharon Shebib.  
   Shebib also told the Highlander she did 
not think Kroger was as well organized as 
Plum, nor did it have the same variety.    
    “Kroger is good to my people [Italians],” 
said Seaholm JV soccer coach Ron Nota-
rainni.  “They have better hot lunches and 
dinners for better prices.”  
    “I like them both,” said senior Margeau 
Barnes. “I don’t have a preference but if I 
want to get a salad then I go to Plum.”
   “The food costs less at Kroger,” said se-
nior Joey Bianchini.  “I get the samples.”   
   Bianchini and another football player ate 
an entire chicken at Kroger. 
    “I’ve never been to Kroger before, I only 
go to Plum,” said senior Nancy Miner. 
   The first thing you see when you walk into 
Plum Market is a room full of alternative 
and organic foods, such as healthy snacks 
and beverages.
   “You get more [food] at Kroger for a 
better deal,” said sophomore and former 
Plum purchaser Sammy Shebib while eat-
ing lunch at Kroger with her friend Calley 

Murphy.  
   “Kroger is really similar to Plum, but 
the eating area is larger so it doesn’t get 
crammed at lunch.”  
   Kroger also provides outdoor seating.
   Both stores have televisions (Kroger now 
has Wi-fi), an eating area, prepared foods, 
and organic foods. They also have a strong 
student turnout during the Seaholm lunch 
hour.  
   “At Kroger, our lunch hour usually starts 
at about 11, but we still get student custom-
ers at 10 to 10:30,” said Kroger manager 
Rachel Ross.
   “Apart from other grocery stores, we offer 

the best selection of natural, organic, local 
and specialty items like the freshly brewed 
Zingerman’s coffee drinks at our coffee 
bar,” said Candace Atisha, a Plum Market 
employee.
  Both stores have florists on staff.  Kroger 
is able to provide corsages and boutonnieres 
for any dances or parties. 
   Kroger seems to be the more organized of 
the two stores because of its size: Kroger’s 
managers could easily handle its busy lunch 
hour, and answer questions about their store 
at the same time, but on the day this report-
er attempted to contact them, Plum was too 
busy.

Photo Illustration by Celia Nelson
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Girls Gone Too Wild

   Recent events at one Southeast Michigan high 
school have students thinking twice for sending a 
risqué photo to a friend, boyfriend, or classmate 
that could potentially cross the line from a 
“practical joke” to pornographic content that can 
put you behind bars.
   That’s what happened at Pinckney High School, 
located a mere 45 miles from Seaholm, where 
a picture meant as a practical jokes quickly 
escalated into a scandal involving potential 
charges of child pornography. 
   “To our knowledge 30 to 40 [students] have 
received the photo,” Pinckney High School 
Principal Jim Darga told The Highlander.  “But 
the photo [has been circulated] way beyond our 
school.”
   On October 7th, Principal Darga received a 
printed copy of the racy cell phone picture of a 14 
year old student along with an anonymous note. 
The administration immediately took action.
   “We launched an investigation in junction with 
the [Washtenaw] county sheriff’s department to 
determine which students were in possession of 
the photo,” said Darga.
   Immediately after commencing the investigation, 
student cell phones that were suspected to contain 
the photo were confiscated and officials urged 
students whose cell phone contained to photo to 

turn theirs over as well.
    Because the student’s photograph was of a 
pornographic nature and because the student was 
under the age of 18, she is technically responsible 
for distributing child pornography, a serious criminal 
offense, prompting school administrators to contact 
federal authorities. 
   “As a school official you don’t make the decision 
what actions to take,” said Principal Darga. “I do 
decide, however, what a criminal act is and what is 
not. If it a student is involved in has made a criminal 
offense, it is my job to report it.”
    In Birmingham, the Seaholm administrators 
said that such action is necessary in these 
circumstances.
   “The administration is in essence mandatory 
reporters of any criminal activity that they discover, 
especially if it’s on school property,” said Corporal 
Ron Halcrow, the Birmingham Police Department 
school liaison.  “Their rights are more lax under 
the 4th Amendment. They can search with just mere 
suspicion.”
   “We have obligations to meet as far as reporting,” 
said Seaholm vice Principal Deb Boyer. “It wasn’t 
that the school’s authorities simply chose to contact 
authorities because they wanted to get this girl into 
more trouble. They were only following the rules 
and guidelines that they gave. It isn’t a pick or 
choose situation.” 
   The administration also confirmed that in drastic 
scenarios, drastic actions would be taken at 
Seaholm.
   “We would have to contact law enforcement in any 

situation that is out of the boundaries or jurisdictions 
of what we do,” said Seaholm Assistant Principal 
Staci Peterson.
   The criminal consequences of the girl photographed 
as well as those who whose phones were confiscated 
after not deleting the photo had not been determined 
at press time. However, the Michigan Penal Code 
does not look lightly on such offenses.
   According to the Michigan Penal Code, “A person 
who distributes or promotes…any sexually abusive 
material or child sexually abusive activity is guilty of 
a felony, punishable by imprisonment for more than 
7 years, or a fine of not more than $50,000.00.”
   “Her being status as a juvenile in juvenile court for 
procession and distribution of sexual material, the 
harshest punishment is she serves time in a juvenile 
detention facility,” said Halcrow. “Other penalties 
could be strict probation or heavy fines ranging up 
to $10,000.”
   As far as those who simply did not delete the 
photo after their phones were confiscated or proven 
to have distributed the pornographic content, the 
Michigan Penal Code states that these students 
could potentially face a maximum of 4 years of 
imprisonment or a hefty fine of, at most, $10,000. 
In addition to these penalties, these students will 
not have their cell phones returned to them unless 
they are willing to pay for an expensive a computer 
forensics procedure to ensure the photo has been 
permanently deleted from the phone’s memory.
    The indecent exposure of teenage girls has not 
just been confined to Michigan. Whether it is media 
scandals of celebrities such as Vanessa Hudgens 
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Cell Pic Scandal at SE MI High School Serves as Warning

Similar to other high school across the 
country, students at Seaholm have elected a 
new town crier to spread gossip and news about 
what’s going on at school.  The information 
that used to pass through word of mouth is 
more commonly seen being sent through a text 
message. 

Check any of the newest, hottest cell phones 
-- staple items in the purses and pockets of many 
Seaholm students – and there is a good chance 

Electronic Courage: 
Amanda Smith
Staff Writer
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

gossip will be found.
   Texting has become one of the most popular 
means of communicating for high school 
students.  Confrontation via text is on the rise, as 
the safeguard of emotionless words and distance 
between the sender and receiver generates what 
seems to be “electronic courage.”
   “I feel like people can’t handle face to face 
confrontation, so they just resort to texting.  It’s 
safer” said Seaholm junior Calley McMillan.  
“Everyone’s more comfortable texting because 
they’re not actually in the situation.”
    McMillan admitted to being an avid “texter” 
herself, and noted the danger of sending a 

confrontational message in written form.  
   “Once they get your text, you’ll never be able to 
delete it” said McMillan.  “They can save it, they 
can forward it, and they can add things.  You never 
really know who else is going to read it.” 
   Sophomore Maddie Nichols also knew of 
consequences that could come with careless 
texting. 
    “When I’m texting more than one person, one 
time I didn’t look at who I was sending it to, and 
I ended up sending it to the person I was talking 
about” said Nichols.  
   Chris Smith, a Seaholm junior, was also wary 
about mistakenly typing in the wrong recipient.  

“When you text someone a certain thing, you 
might send it to the wrong person” said Smith.  
“It will start this whole drama.”
   Several students agreed that when 
sending a text, it’s 
easy to discount 
the effect their 
words may 
have.  An 
innocent 
conversation can 
turn vicious as mean 
messages are typed into 
the keypad.  

or Miley Cyrus leaking less than squeaky-clean 
images to the web or the scandals involving high 
school students, it seems as though the a teenager’s 
“one little joke” is turning into a nationwide trend.
   “It’s always possible that something like that could 
happen, especially with the amount of technology 
that is readily available [for teens],” said Peterson. 
“Whether it’s Internet access and all those different 
social networking sites that students readily use and 
of course the fact that almost all of our students and 
probably teenagers across the country in general 
have cell phones containing technology that allows 
them to [send pictures]. It is very possible that 
something that begins as a joke potentially can turn 
into something very serious.”
    On October 3rd, a 15-year-old girl attending 
Licking Valley High School in Newark, Ohio could 
potentially be listed as a sex offender for 20 years 
after sending nude pictures of herself to classmates 
over her cell phone. 
   In another case, The Associated Press also reported 
last January that two photos of two high school 
girls performing lewd sexual acts were circulated 
to the student population of  Parkland High School 
in Allenstown, Pennsylvania. The photo was also 
reported to have reached students at Harvard and 
Temple Universities and even Oregon, on the 
opposite side of the country.
   “The biggest searched item on the internet is 
pornography,” said Halcrow. “Once it gets out there 
it can go to all corners of the globe.”
   In the past, even Seaholm students have participated 
in similar scandals that received administrative 
attention.
    “Four years ago we had three freshmen young 
women who took pictures of each other,” said 
Boyer. “In this particular case the girls were mostly 
clothed [but were] very suggestively posed and they 
sent those out.”
   Because there was no exposure of sexual body parts 
and the photos were taken and distributed outside 
of school and not on school owned technology, no 
disciplinary actions were taken by the school or 
authorities.
    “The school repercussions are more of a personal 
nature than of a disciplinary nature,” said Boyer. 
“It’s dealing with the students’ reactions to what has 
happened. Some kids took it as funny ha-ha, some 
kids took that as who they were and they developed 
a reputation from that.” 
    With consequences ranging from ruined 
reputations to criminal offenses, one would wonder 
what power the administration has to prevent such 
scandals from occurring in the future.
    “I don’t know how any school can take precautions 
to prevent somebody from doing that,” said Boyer. 
“They were in one of the girls bedrooms at the time, 
at home, far away from any kind of school authority. 
So what could we do to stop that?”
    “This was someone who wasn’t thinking,” said 
Halcrow. “It starts out as a prank and steps over the 
line of criminal law. Kids don’t look that far ahead 
and evaluate that what they consider a joke isn’t a 
joke to society.”
    Although there is little room for proactive action, 
administrators still use unfortunate circumstances 
such as those occurring at Pinckney as a learning 
tool.
    “[Students] need to use good judgment and know 
they could be putting themselves and their future 
in danger,” said Darga. “You don’t know if those 
pictures could be on the web and seen by college 
admissions officers or future employers.  Basically 
the same precautions you would take on a social 
networking site such as Facebook.” 



   “Girls here can be extremely mean,” said 
senior Leslie Armstrong. “If you don’t buy the 
expensive clothes, you might get evil looks or 
mean comments.”

   From mass texts revealing private details to 
shoving in the halls to name calling to relationship 
sabotage, mean girl behavior is alive and well at 
Seaholm.

   “It was really rough,” one anonymous student 
who experienced some of the above told the 
Highlander.

  “Sophomores do it to freshmen, girls do it to 
girls. They are catty.”

   “Boys use direct power. Even at age five, if 
they want to swing, they push the other kid off,” 
said Dr. Lorrie Hart, a private practice psychologist 
specializing in adolescent behavior.

   “Girls, on the other hand, deal in indirect 

   
Girls Gone Too Wild

   Walking the halls of Seaholm, an observer 
sees flyers advertising everything from football 
to Forensics, hears the chatter of happy suburban 
kids, and feels the atmosphere of scholarship and 
tolerance our administration has worked hard to 
build.

   What they don’t see is Seaholm’s undercurrent 
of bullying and harassment among girls.

   Despite the appearance of a healthy school 
environment, some say that the school has a 
very real “mean girls” problem, ranging from 
harassment in the hallways to torment outside of 
school.

“People 
would 

definitely not 
say some of the 

stuff they say in a 
text straight to your 

face” said Seaholm 
junior, Lauren Stinson.  

“It’s not as personal.”  
When talking through 

texting, you don’t get the 
same experience you would if 

you were conversing in person.  
It’s easy to stick a smiley face 

at the end of a sentence, but beyond 
that, an “emoticon” is about as close to a 

real emotion as you get.  
“I don’t think it’s that emotional” said 

freshman, Morgan Morton.  “Sometimes people 

take things the wrong way.”    
   Lauren Stinson had a similar opinion. 

 “It’s not necessarily the best way to deal with 
problems or talk to people about stuff because the 
message gets skewed and stuff comes out wrong” 
Stinson said.
   Nichols noted the benefits of the distance 
between the person who is sending the message 
and the person who is receiving, and why it builds 
the confidence of the sender.     
   “You don’t have to deal with what they say 
back to you because you can just think about your 
answer and then say it” said Nichols.  
   When people pull out their phones to send a text, 
their words are not censored.  They can be crude, 
harsh and absolutely intimidating.
    “I would definitely say that texting can be a type 
of bullying” said McMillan.  
   Chris Smith experienced this bullying first-hand.  

What you will say when no one can see your face?
“It sucks when two people are together, and 

texting you and trying to cuss you out” said Smith.    
“I don’t think they would ever say it to your face.”  

Most students agree that what gets said through 
a text doesn’t always match what would have been 
said in person.  

“I don’t think the person would say 
[certain things] to your face because it’s easier 
[over text] even though it’s lamer” said Nichols.  

Morton had a similar view.  “They don’t 
have the confidence to say it to your face.”

So is the inflated sense of self-confidence 
permanent, or does it only surface when someone 
can hide “behind” a cell phone? 

 “Anyone has the power to call someone 
out over text, but not everyone has enough courage 
to call someone out in person” said Stinson.

power, where they manipulate relationships to get 
what they want. “

   Dr. Hart also offered an explanation as to why 
such behavior spreads from girl to girl.

   “Other girls want to avoid being picked on, 
and they think that they can do that by siding 
with the leaders of the cattiness. Generally, there 
is some sort of social payoff for being associated 
with those in power, and for not being an outcast.”

   The power of the “norm” is a large part of 
adolescent harassment as well.

   “Norms are very powerful in groups, and often 
are not really even questioned,” said Hart.

   “Once some kind of norm gets set, like 
cattiness in a group, it is very difficult to change 
without some girls banding together to stand up to 
the ring leaders.”

   Kathy Sievering, a school psychologist and 

crisis counselor, believes that mean-girl behavior 
stems from a lack of belief in oneself.

   “Cattiness is a desire for power and control. 
Girls who resort to such behavior feel insecure 
within themselves,” said Sievering.

   Adding to the difficult is some students’ 
belief that the administration can do little to 
nothing about harassment.

  “At school, I couldn’t go to Mr. Piper and say 
oh, this is happening, because that would make 
it worse, or nothing would stop. You can’t tell a 
teacher in high school anymore. In elementary 
school you might have, but these days it won’t 
do anything,” said the anonymous student.

   Dennis Rozema, Seaholm’s crisis counselor, 
acknowledges that many students feel powerless 
to stop victimization.

   “Although there shouldn’t be, there is 
certainly truth to the fact that students are 
reluctant to talk to an administrator about any 
kind of bullying,” said Rozema.

   “If the child who is being bullied tells us 
about what is going on, often the first response 
of the person bullying is to make the situation 
worse.”

   Rozema believes that it is up to the student 
to stop harassment by reporting and, more 
importantly, continuing to report it as long as the 
bullying continues.

   “[Students] need to know that they will have 
to following through if the harassment does not 
stop,” said Rozema.

   Fortunately, he can offer students a little help 
with that.

   “My approach…has always been that I can 
talk to [students] to [show them] how to better 
deal with the situation, or I can help them report 
what is happening,” said Rozema.

   It is ultimately up to students, however, to 
stand up for themselves and report any bullying 
that may take place.

  “It is only their own actions that [students] 
have control over, and they need to focus on that 
if they want to change what is happening.”

Mean Girls

Alex Park
Staff Writer
Apark@seaholmhighlander.com

They whipser in hallways, and walk among us, though some choose to ignore it, there are mean girls in our midst.                                                                                       Photo illustration by Celia Nelson
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Up close and 
personal with W.

   When you put controversial director Oliver 
Stone and embattled president George W. Bush 
together, you’d expect a high-octane bashing of 
Bush, honing in on all of his political miscues and 
blunders. 
   However, the end result, Stone’s presidential 
biopic ‘W.’ is anything but. In this understated 
biopic of the president’s life, instead of attacking 
President Bush or calling him out, Stone simply 
tells his version of the story. This is what makes 
the movie so enjoyable.
   The acting in ‘W.’, particularly that of Josh 
Brolin as George W. Bush and James Cromwell 
as George H. W. Bush, is a big part of why the 
movie is believable. You forget you’re watching 
Brolin, you think you’re watching George W. 
Bush as himself, quite a large feat considering 
most Americans see George W. Bush on television 
every day.
From the first scene in the film, in which the 
administration concocts the phrase ‘Axis of Evil’ 
on, the film doesn’t take itself too seriously. 
It revels in the absurdities of Bush’s life. The 
moment our president almost died when he choked 
on a pretzel, his love of the musical ‘Cats’, or how 
fast Bush runs a mile compared to other recent 
presidents; all of these things are presented to 
show us that Bush is not a bad man, not an evil 
man, just a normal man thrust into a situation he 
isn’t suited for. 

   Unfortunately, the situation was being the 
president of the United States of America.  
   Instead of falling into the trap so many liberal 
filmmakers and documentarians before him, the 
trap that is telling us how much they detest the 
Bush administration for two and a half hours, 
Stone instead takes the proverbial high road, 
letting the viewer decide whether or not Bush was 
a good president. 
    The acting performances of those playing his 
cabinet members—such as Thandie Newton as 
Condoleezza Rice and Scott Glenn as Donald 
Rumsfeld—could certainly be better. However, the 
acting of the central characters is all exemplary. 
Elizabeth Banks is great as Laura Bush, and 
Jeffery Wright is fantastic as Colin Powell. 
   Since the characters are public figures, it was 
very important to get the acting performances 
right, and for the most part the actors did just 
that. It makes the movie very sincere, gives it the 
quality of honesty absent from many political 
films.    
   You don’t leave the theater feeling angry at 
George W. Bush, nor do you leave feeling Bush 
was a bad man, or even a bad president. You 
empathize with the President, you feel bad for him. 
You leave with the feeling that Bush didn’t have 
the slightest idea what he was getting into when he 
ran for president and that he ended up as a puppet 
for his advisors. 
   Most people are aware of the job Bush is doing. 
His approval rating is in the low thirties. Pointing 
out Bush’s mistakes would have been neither new 
nor interesting. We’ve been hearing about Bush’s 
botched presidency for six odd years now. It was 
time someone gave an objective version of the 
president’s life. ‘W.’ is that exactly.
   Rated PG-13. 131 minutes. Playing at the 
Birmingham 8. 

Susie’s Previews
      In the greatly anticipated sequel to ‘Mad-
agascar’, the gang is back for more outra-
geous mishaps. 
“The story is a little bit more sophisticated 
than the first movie,”says director Tom Mc-
Grath.  
     The all-star cast, including Chris Rock, 
Ben Stiller , Sacha Baron Cohen, and Ced-
ric the Entertainer, make this comedy one of 
a kind, facing obstacles only crazy cartoon 
writers could possibly think of. They find 
themselves out of their New York Zoo, and 
on the African Island of Madagascar. Yeah, 
it gets even  crazier. They brainstorm a plan 
to get home, the penguins leading the bunch, 
naturally. Despite their best attempts, the 
animals remain on the island, facing zany 
natives and wacky wildlife. Will they find 
that life on the island is better than their New 
York home? Find out on November 7. Rated 
PG. Sara Dzierbicki contributed to this re-

Madagascar 2

 ‘High School Musical 3: Se-
nior Year’ is the Wildcats last 
“HOORAH” as they prepare to 
go their separate ways for col-
lege. As a tribute to their high 
school life, the senior class 
plans one final spring musical 
to reflect  the past, and hopes 
for the future. As usual, the mu-
sic and dance scenes are larger 
than life, with Gabriella and 
Troy lighting up the big screen. 
Come see this high energy flick 
, opening everywhere on Octo-
ber 24th. Rated G

High
School 
Musical 3

Psycho killers, mind games,  
and the unavoidable race 
against time. Though the 
character “Jigsaw” himself 
is dead, his twisted traps 
will never die.  Saw is back 
for more, and lord knows, it 
wasn’t invited. Out on Octo-
ber 24, rated R for RIDICU-
LOUS.

Saw
V

Opening on Halloween night, ‘The 
Haunting of Molly Hartley’  is the 
ultimate suspense tale. Molly leads 
the typical privileged private school 
life, but something terrible is lurking 
beneath the surface. It isn’t until the 
eve of her 18th birthday that she dis-
covers the truth about what she is to 
become. Out October 31, rated PG-
13

The 
Haunting 
of Molly 
Hartley

By Susie Plaggemars
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Democrat vs. Republican 

Issue: US Economy
Wyatt Meldman-Floch
Guest Writer
Democrat

Scott Stoddard
Guest Writer

Republican

   The economy is the biggest issue we face in 
today’s society. With economic markets at an all 
time low, Americans defaulting on their loans, 
and mortgage foreclosure soaring one must 
become educated at a new level on this issue. We 
look to the presidential election which will be 
essentially decided on the perception of a good 
economic and tax plan, but the real issues with 
the economy are much more fundamental. We 
as American people have been deprived of an 
important freedom, the freedom of free markets. 
   We can observe as our economy has shifted from 
a free market to a more socialist mixed market. This 
issue has the power to change the American way of 
life. There has been a continued amount of pressure 
to change America’s inherent freedom to a more 
social European model. Over-regulation will kill 
our markets and eventually our country as a whole. 
We need to protect this right and fight the liberal 
notion that regulating companies and increasing tax 
on them will help America as a whole. The success 
of individuals and companies does not mean they 
have a social right to help the unsuccessful, although 
many feel a moral need to help through charitable 
donations. When companies are over-regulated and 
over-taxed how do you expect them to keep creating 
new jobs? You can’t and you shouldn’t. Companies 
are blamed for loss of jobs, but is it really their fault? 
Absolutely not they have to make a profit to stay 
in business or everyone losses their jobs. Liberals 
want to increases the tax burdens on companies, and 
expect them to continue to be successful without 
penalizing employees through downsizing. We 

need to begin to shift the markets to a freer market.
   The market that I speak of would incorporate 
Darwinism into the economy. Now this may 
seem odd, but the ideology behind it is ingenious. 
Darwinism calls for survival of the fittest as would 
economic Darwinism, in the sense that companies 
would sink or swim. Darwin said, “In the struggle 
for survival, the fittest win out at the expense 
of their rivals because they succeed in adapting 
themselves best to their environment.” If they can’t 
support themselves then they shouldn’t expect to 
survive. The government should not be a crutch 
for unsuccessful business. The plan would self 
regulate the economy and competition would keep 
people honest because if fraud or money laundering 
occurred they companies would sink. Businesses 
that are run well would flourish and market needs 
would dictate production of products in addition 
with compotation prices would stay low.  There 
would be no room for failure because there would 
be plenty of efficient companies to pick up the slack. 
   The importance of free markets is paramount, 
and essential if America wants to continue to 
be successful in today’s dog eat dog global 
market. We have a tradition of free markets here 
in America, and in recent years over regulation 
and tax hikes have shifted the markets to a 
more social stance that are doomed to fail.

   Unless you’ve been living under a rock for the 
past three months, you’ve at least heard of the credit 
crisis our nation, and now the whole world, faces. 
The cause of the worst economic crisis since the 
great depression stems from a five letter word the 
boys at ENRON have come to know far too well: 
Greed. “Fear is so pervasive today because for years 
the financial markets showed no fear at all. Wall 
Streeters didn’t have to worry about regulation, 
which was in disrepute, and they didn’t worry about 
risk, which had supposedly been magically whisked 
away by all sorts of spiffy nouveau products… 
This lack of fear became a hothouse of greed and 
ignorance on Wall Street — and on Main Street as 
well. When greed exceeds fear, trouble follows.” 
(Time 9/29) The reason the credit crisis happened 
is because of republican economics. Republicans 
constantly advocate deregulation and an economic 
policy stemming from what’s known as the trickle 
down effect. “Trickle-down” economics, as it’s 
called, is nothing more than a bold elitist claim 
that the government should provide tax or other 
benefits to businesses and rich individuals, in the 
belief that this will benefit the broad population. If 
there is anything eight years in the Bush regime has 
taught us it’s that this doesn’t work.  The root cause 
of the crisis was credit companies who knowingly 
approved unqualified people for “subprime” loans; 
subprime loans being for those who were deemed 
a high risk of default. Why did this happen? 
Because the powers that be enforced virtually 
no regulation at all, and allowed for corporate 
America to gamble with our nation’s credit.
   

   With all that’s happened I bet you’re wondering 
what the final outcome of the financial crisis is 
going to spell out for America. How can we keep the 
same kinds of people from doing the same theings? 
The answer is to not re-elect four more years of 
the same neglegence and downright ignorance that 
have brought our country to the brink of another 
great depression. The Keating Five were five 
United States Senators accused of corruption in 
1989, igniting a major political scandal as part of 
the larger Savings and Loan crisis of the late 1980s 
and early 1990s; The same kind of crisis-only now 
on a global scale-that we are facing today. Can you 
guess which current presidential candidate was 
member of the Keating Five? John S. McCain. I 
just cannot understand how an average of 43.2% of 
Americans could believe a person, who was charged 
of the same crimes that have faced our nation with 
the most serious financial crisis since the great 
depression, is qualified to lead our country. As a 
little side note it’s toted by many respected news 
media that John McCain doesn’t even know how to 
use a computer; most notably the Huffington Post, 
which so bluntly put: “John McCain admits that he 
doesn’t know how to use a computer”. Over forty 
percent of Americans think a man who cannot send 
an email is ready to lead our country into the future.
   For right now, Americans can rest easy because 
for right now the bailout plan is kind of working. 
Arguments over the different conditions of the bill 
will be settled by the new administration. The truth is 
that the fate of our economy rests in the hands of the 
next president, and the steps, he then, decides to take.

   The prevailing attitude amongst Seaholm 
students is that we’re not an institution of athletic 
supremacy. The Highlander would like to refute 
this notion and extend an immense congratulation 
to the various fall sports teams who have achieved 
remarkable success this year. A disappointing 
football season has taken the limelight from the 
significant accomplishments other fall athletic 
programs have earned. Discontent with our football 
team shouldn’t overshadow the fact that Seaholm 
is home of the division two state champions in 
women’s golf, an undefeated women’s’ swim 
team, the second best men’s tennis team in division 
two and the district champion men’s soccer team. 
   Football draws the biggest crowds and the most 
money, so it’s understandable that we define our 
athletic achievement relative to how they perform, 
but we fail to recognize they play an enormously 
challenging division one schedule, against teams 
that will surely go deep into the playoffs: such as 
Rochester Adams, Southfield and West Bloomfield. 
We shouldn’t invest so much of our personal 
judgment based on one team’s performance. Despite 
their misfortunes this season, the team has multiple 
athletes of unmatched skill on the field and several off 
the field who are students of outstanding character. 
   The soccer team has had solid support and 
attendance throughout the season and has pleased its 
fans by performing at a high level. The team knocked 
off an undefeated Cranbrook to bring home a league 
title this past Saturday. Strong senior leadership and 
skill all across the field has put them at a position 
to compete for another Seaholm state title (as of 
press time). It’s not unrealistic to think they should 
compete for the crown and at least be in the game. 

   As the swim season goes forward the women’s 
team has put themselves in a position to contend 
with top team Mercy for a state championship. 
Being last year’s league champions and having 
the undefeated season has provided indication 
that a league championship is near certainty. A 
stacked duo of freshman freestyler’s Charlotte 
Yaw and Chelsea Abbot have been a huge boost 
for the team and serve as great promise for the 
future. Senior Lauren Nichols has led the team all 
season and will surely continue her swim career 
at a prestigious athletic and academic institution. 
   The tennis team ended its season on a great 
note, finishing second in the state by one point to 
East Lansing. Although tennis and golf aren’t big 
money makers and across the nation don’t have 
as significant a fan base as other sports, they still 
deserved more student support than they got while 
their seasons were going on, admittedly even from us.
   Only one school each year per division can lay 
claim to a state championship team. Amongst 
dozens of schools who participate in women’s 
golf at the division two high school level, we 
have the best team and the best player. Alex Lipa 
is a remarkable athlete and deserves unparalleled 
amounts of praise. Golf is a game of composure, 
skill and a perseverant will to better yourself as 
a player. She has become an embodiment of the 
game and will forever make Seaholm proud. We 
congratulate Lipa going forward as she continues 
her playing career at either Yale or Georgetown. 
   So, before you knock Seaholm’s athletic ability, 
look at the successes we have achieved in other 
sports. Few, if any other schools in Oakland 
County could stack up with the success of our 
fall athletic success. Here at The Highlander 
we’re proud to represent the Maple Leaf.  

Kudos to the other Seaholm sports

Dan Meredith
Staff Writer
Dmeredith@seaholmhighlander.com

   Is that Sarah Palin or Tina Fey?
   These days, political satires such as presidential 
portrayals on Saturday Night Live, The Daily Show 
and The Colbert Report have seemingly captivated 
a younger generation and how they view politics.     
Instead of watching CNN or other official news 
sources to obtain political information, this young 
generation is watching comedic portrayals and 
analysis of current political events.
   “The younger generation is more into satire than 
they are political press conferences,” said Benjamin 
Burns, a professor of communication at Wayne 
State University. 
   But is this a good thing? Burns thinks that it is.
  “It’s a good way to get people interested in 
politics, as it’s tough to present people with dry, 
dull information,” Burns said.
 Robert Washington, an AP Government student, 

has the same view.
   “I’d definitely rather watch Stephen 
Colbert than tune into CNN,” he 
said. “It’s just more entertaining.”
   Xan Schwartz, a student in the 
Flex program, agrees.
   “The Daily   Show   is funny; CNN 
is just plain boring.”
   While it’s believed that many young 
people are more into political satire 
than actual coverage of political 
happenings, it’s not a ubiquitous 
belief that it’s a good thing.
   AP Government teacher Scott Craig 
said satire “is a lot of fun,” but he 
warns that it fuels a fire of negative 
belief in American government.
 “It feeds into people’s cynicism of 

the government,” he said.
   Though tuning in to political satire may shine a 
negative light onto the youth of America, Burns 
believes that it’s not due to a lack of political 
knowledge. “Young people are smart,” Burns said. 
“They appreciate those who look at things and can 
make light of them.” 
   As young people view these satirical portrayals 
of the political system, they are still obtaining 
information on current happenings of the 
government, and it seems to be working.
   “I think that Tina Fey could get elected to 
something,” Burns said due to the portrayals of 
Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin.
   What used to be hidden in newspaper’s political 
cartoon sections is now the mainstream mode of 
political knowledge. What’s most important is that 
one pays close attention to what they’re actually 
watching: is that  really   Sarah Palin or Tina Fey?

Our Generation’s News Source
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Sweet Victory
Nick Naski
Deputy Sports 
Editor
Nnaski@seaholm-
highlander.com

   Second place. The 
one constant reminder 
the Seaholm girls golf 
team had to deal with 
after a heartbreaking 
second place finish at 
states last year. Mo-
tivated by last year’s 
finish, the girls per-
severed and won the 
2008 MHSAA Divi-
sion 2 girls state cham-
pionship.
   After the first day, 
Seaholm was 1 shot 
behind Battle Creek 
Lakeview. According 
to head coach Leon 
Braisted, they were 
in the prime posi-
tion because they had 
nothing to lose. With 
the pressure off their 
shoulders, Seaholm 
took full advantage and 
ending up winning the tournament by 16 
strokes.
   Not 1 girl on the Seaholm squad shot 
over 200. Senior Alex Lipa shot 152, ju-
nior Ali Restaino shot 175, junior Elyse 
Jackson shot 195, junior Sarah Norris 
shot 195, and senior Brooke Selis shot 
196 for a team total of 707.
   Lipa was tied after the second day with 
Liz Nagel from DeWitt both with totals 
of 152. They went to a 3 hole playoff 
where Lipa secured the individual cham-
pionship. Lipa said the second day was 
a key factor towards her first individual 
championship at the state meet.
   “The first day was a struggle, I was 
down 7 strokes, but the second day I felt 
pretty good about my swing,” said Lipa. 
“I had confidence in my stroke and trust-
ed my game.”
   There was another Seaholm athlete 

who finished in the top 10 at states- Ali 
Restaino finished in 9th place. Restaino 
said that the first day was key for her 9th 
place finish, shooting an 83. Seaholm 
was the only team with 2 top 10 finish-
ers.
   Seaholm was expected to be in conten-
tion with the defending state champion 
DeWitt who ended up finishing in 3rd 
place. By winning the state champion-
ship, these expectations were met.
   Head coach Braisted was ecstatic af-
ter the state championship. Braisted be-
lieves that always pairing up with the top 
dogs was key to their postseason suc-
cess. Seaholm played in the OAA Red 
division where they played teams like 
Rochester who won the division 1 state 
championship.
   “I had all the top teams pair up with us 
so we’d be ready for the state meet,” said 

Braisted. “Eventually the reward was at 
the end of the season.”
   Lipa and the seniors couldn’t have 
asked for a better finish to their 4 year 
career at Seaholm. She wouldn’t have 
wanted to accomplish this award with 
any other group of girls.

From Left to Right: Junior Sarah Norris, Junior Ali Restaino, Senior Brooke Selis, Senior Alex Lipa, and Junior Elyse Jackson celeba-
rate their win on the golf course The team won the Division Two State Championship by 16 strokes.

After a disappointing second place finish at last year’s 
state meet, Girls Golf team wins state title

Girls swim team confident heading 
into the state meet
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Sara Dzierbicki
Staff Writer
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Boy’s Cross Country; tireless 
effort pays off
PAGE 12

Tennis Team Misses 
State Title by One Point
Meghan Warwick
Staff Writer
MWarwick@seaholmhighlander.com

Swimmin’ Women

Sports Briefs

Varsity football 
splits last two 
games

Boys Varsity Football
Overall Record: 1-7
OAA Record: 1-6
Last Week: Lost to West 
Bloomfield 21-2
Two weeks ago: 26-6 Win over 
Rochester
This Week: Friday at Groves
Quote: “Hopefully we beat 
Groves this week and finish out 
the season on top,” said junior 
Jimmy Feiten.

Boys JV Football
Overall Record: 1-7
OAA Record: 1-6
Last Week: Lost to West 
Bloomfield
This Week: Thursday vs. Groves
Quote: “We have learned a lot of 
this season from our coaches,” 
said junior Joel Cortright.

Boys Freshman Football
Overall Record: 3-4-1
OAA Record: 3-3-1
Last Week: Defeated West 
Bloomfield 12-0
This Week: Thursday vs. Groves
Quote: “It’s been a good 
season but we have room for 
improvement,” said freshman 
Neal Page.

JV Soccer
Overall Record: 2-8-4
OAA Record: 2-5-4
Last Week: Tie Avondale 0-0, Tie 
Andover 2-2
Quote: “The improvement in the 
second half of the season was 
tremendous,” said junior Sergio 
Lanza. 

Freshman Soccer
Overall Record: 7-6
OAA Record: No league record
Last Week: Lost to Stoney Creek 
3-0, Defeated Groves 1-0
Quote: “It was so exciting playing 
such good competition,” said 
freshman Emilio Lanza. 

   “All 4 girls are amazing players and 
great friends,” said Lipa.
   Not only were the seniors outstanding 
on the golf course, they were even better 
in the classroom. All of the seniors on 
the golf team this year had a 3.5 GPA or 
higher unweighted.
   Restaino credits a lot of her individual 
success and the team success to her head 
coach. According to Restaino, the prog-
ress she has made from freshman to ju-
nior year is remarkable and appreciates 
the advice she receives from Braisted.
   “He always made sure we were on 

District champs!
STORY PAGE 11

More on Alex Lipa’s incredible run. 
STORY PAGE 12
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It was a bittersweet day for the Seaholm boy’s 
tennis team, as they ventured back from Kalamazoo 
state runners-up in Division Two, after losing by 
one point to the East Lansing tennis team.

Captains Matt Vanderhoef, Edd Benda, and 
Tucker Blake helped Coach Bernacki to guide their 
teammates towards reaching their full potential. 

      “We practice six hours a week. On Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday we have two hour practices 
from 3-5. One Tuesdays and Thursdays we have 
matches,” said varsity tennis player Keith Brown.

     Even though the varsity tennis team did not 
defeat East Lansing to win it all, they still enjoyed 
playing in the state championships. 

      “States is fun unconditionally. Our whole 
team grew a sense of unity. Each flight gave its 
best effort on the court and did whatever they had 
to do to prepare for the matches. For the older 
players it created great memories. For the younger 
players it was a great learning experience for future 
championships,” said Brown.  

     However, a few of the tennis team players did 
win states in their flights. 

     “It would be good to let the school know that 
Seaholm’s two singles, Graham Gettel, two doubles, 
Matt Vanderhoef and DJ Lydy, and three doubles; 
Bennett Thomson and Andrew Globe all won states 
in their flight.” Said Varsity Tennis team captain 
Matt Vanderhoef. 

      Making it to the state championship is not an 
easy task and the boy’s tennis team was still happy 
that they came in second. 

       “I am really glad that the team finished the 
season so strong. Finishing second in the state for 
both my junior and senior year. I am really proud 
of the team and give them the best of luck in the 
coming years,” said Vanderhoef. 

For updated 
news and scores 
go our web site:
www.seaholmhighlander.com
www.seaholmhighlander.com
www.seaholmhighlander.com 
www.seaholmhighlander.com
www.seaholmhighlander.com 
www.seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm girl’s swim team currently has 13 
athletes qualified to swim at states. They are 7-0 
with a positive outlook looking forward.
   The swim team plans to continue their new found 
streak of beating their long term rival, Groves 
High School.  Last year, the girls celebrated all 
the way through the season, ending with a league 
championship.  Their goal for this year is a repeat. 
The next meet is leagues on November 5 through 
7 at Groves High School.
   “If we have the right mind set, we can win states,” 
said junior Alex Stephens.  
   The team’s success has been paved by Lauren 
Nichols, Chelsea Abbott, Charlotte Yaw and Sam 
Arnold.  Lauren Nichols, senior captain, is trying 
to beat Seaholm’s 50 meter freestyle record and 
the 100 meter freestyle state record for division 
two. Her current times are 23.7 seconds in the 50 
meter freestyle and 52.5 seconds in the 100 meter 
freestyle.
   “We had confidence that we were going to be 
a good team this year,” said senior captain Anna 
Koseck.
   “The team is very tight knit and we always love 
each other,” said senior captain Molly LaFave.
    “It’s a love hate relationship when it comes to 
swimming,” said senior Ellen VonFoerster. “We 

love practice sometimes, like when we get to do 
starts or go to the cider mill, but we hate it when 
we have a tough set.”
    Karl Hodgson, the team’s coach, is very 
dedicated to the success of the swim team.  He 
pushes the team to work hard and to take every 
race seriously.
    “Seaholm swimming has a tradition of excellence.  
We have a strong swim community and a lot of girls 
and parents who are very dedicated,” said athletic 
director Aaron Frank. “When you combine that 
with our great coaches, it makes the combination 
for success.”
    Swim team members want to expand their 
community. The team is looking for school 
support.  
    “We are 7-0 and football is 1-7, yet no one 
comes to the swim meets but everyone flocks to 
the football games,” said junior Sam Krawczak.

top of our game,” said Restaino. “ He is 
one of the most respected coaches in the 
state.”
   Lipa believes she will take his teach-
ings into consideration when she plays 
college golf at either Georgetown or 
Yale.
   “He has been my coach for 4 years 
now,” said Lipa. “I greatly appreciate 
all his efforts to plan our practices and 
matches.”
   Braisted throughout the season preached 
a theme through the good and bad times: 
You got to believe. This helped the play-
ers believe in their game and made them 
sure they were there for a reason.
   After winning the championship, Bra-
isted left the team with 1 quote to re-
member.
   “Success is a journey,” said Braisted,  
“not a destination.” 
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Coach Reed-Nordwall and the Varsity Soccer Team celebrate with the District Championship trophy.  The team downed Cranbrook 1-0 to win the title.  

Conner Pavone
Staff Writer
CPavone@seaholmhighlander.com

District Champions

The team gets a first look at their championship trophy.

   When Alex Lipa first struck a golf ball 
at age 12, she was probably unaware of 
the impact that it would have on her, but 
also the impact that she would have on 
her sport and her school.
   “I always remember just starting out 
and golfing for fun,” said Lipa. “Things 
just really clicked for me, I never expect-
ed this.”
   These thoughts were racing through the 
mind of Lipa, as she, with sweaty palms 
and shaking hands, sunk a 10-footer in 
the third playoff hole to defeat two-time 
defending champion Liz Nagel of Dewitt 
for first place at the Division 2 State Fi-
nals in Ypsilanti, and pumped her fist in 
jubilation.”
Lipa registered an impressive score of 78-
74-152 to tie Nagel, before finishing the 
job with extra holes.
   “My hands were literally shaking,” said 
Lipa. 
   “I’m not sure how I made the putt, I 
just tried to relax by singing a song in 
my head, you know, whatever was on the 
radio before we arrived at the course, I 
don’t remember which song.”
   Apparently, the excitement of the mo-
ment brought out the best in the two golf-
ers.

   “Both girls were driving very big on 
the final holes,” said Seaholm Coach 
Leon Braisted. “There were at least 100 
people in the gallery and the adrenaline 
was flowing. I mean, the eleventh hole 
was the toughest hole on the course and 
they made it the easiest.”
   This marked the first time in three sea-
sons that Nagel would not take top hon-
ors, and Lipa was crowned as the new 
champion.
   “Liz [Nagel] missed her putt on the 
last hole, then Alex sunk a ten-footer and 
pumped her fist,” said Braisted. “It was 
exciting.”
   With the help of whatever was on the ra-
dio that day, Lipa, in the unusual position 
as the underdog, overcame a seven-stroke 
deficit at Eagle Crest Golf Club, before 
conquering Nagel on the third playoff 
hole.
   “Alex shot 3-under for the last 13 holes 
of her career,” said Braisted “She was 
very clutch.”
   “I was probably not expected to win,” 
said Lipa. “Liz was ahead by so many 
[seven] shots.”
   Aside from the individual accomplish-
ment, Lipa’s triumph would not have felt 
complete had it not been for the entire 
team’s first place finish.
   “I am so happy for my teammates,” said 
Lipa “I just really wanted Brook (Sellis), 
Elyse (Jackson), Ali (Restaino), and Sar-

ah (Norris) to win also, so it was great to 
get both.”
   Lipa, a senior and captain, made it 
a point help her younger teammates 
throughout the season.
   “I try to encourage them as much as I 
can, and I will also help them if they are 
struggling with something.”
   Junior Ali Restaino greatly appreciated 
Lipa’s presence on the team. “Alex is 
great,” said Restaino “I mean, she’s obvi-

David Foreman
Sports Writer
DForman@seaholmhighlander.com

  The Seaholm Maples beat the formerly 
undefeated Cranbrook Cranes 1-0 to win 
the District Championship. 
  Senior Chris Mackenzie scored the lone 
goal in the first half on a tough angled 
shot from the end line. 
  “I was ecstatic,” Mackenzie said. “I 
don’t even remember celebrating with 
my bros. I just gave Buxties a big chest 
bump.”
    When the time ticked to zero , the 
team stormed the field, piling over each 
other in a victorious jubilee. Senior Goal 
tender Jentzen Mehl added another shut 
out to his resume’ as he has yet to let in a 
goal this playoffs. 
“It was a good win,” head coach David 
Reed-Nordwall said. “They’re an 
excellent team and we played well, so it 
was nice to win.” 
  The Maples have defied all odds this 

season, led by captains Chris Mackenzie, 
Thor Erikson, Will Kane, and Kevin 
Buxton. 
   “We play by four goals,” said Kane, a 
defensive standout. “Ball out of net, ball 
in net, possess the ball, and give 100% 
all the time”. 
   These goals have contributed to the 
team’s success and are the main reason 
they are considered contenders for the 
state title. 
   The Erikson-Mackenzie duo is another 
key reason the team has had success thus 
far, and with aid from Dangovian and 
transfer student Josh Woods, the Maples 
expect nothing less than domination on 
the field. 
   “When we prepare [for a game], we 
think about what we’re going to do. If 
we play our game, we’re the better team 
every time we step on the field,” said 
Mackenzie. 
   The Maples’ next contest, a regional 
playoff game against Riverview 
Community High School was Wednesday, 
October 22, and after this publication’s 

deadline. A win was needed to keep their 
state championship hopes alive. 
  “We have to stay focused,” Reed-
Nordwall said Tuesday. “We’re the 
favorite team going in, but I keep telling 
the guys not to look past tomorrow. If we 
keep the focus, I think we’ll be alright.” 
   Editor’s note: Thursday’s game results 
will be posted on our web site: www.
seaholmhighlander.com

Senior forward 
Chase Panosian 
pushes the ball 
upfield during the 
district champi-
onship win over 
Cranbrook.
All photos courtesy 
Kevin Buxton 

ously really good at golf, but she is also 
really fun to be around.”
   Braisted noticed Lipa’s influence on her 
teammates.
   “The other girls on the team definitely 
watch how Alex practices and how she 
warms up,” said Braisted. “I mean, they 
don’t copy her, but they look at her as an 
example.”
   In terms of college golf plans, Lipa has 
narrowed her choices to two highly re-

spected academic institutions.
   “I am pretty much down to Georgetown 
and Yale,” said Lipa. “Only Georgetown 
has offered me a scholarship, Yale is dif-
ferent about scholarships because of be-
ing an Ivy.”
   Wherever Lipa’s golf game takes her, 
her accomplishments at the MHSAA 
State Finals are nowhere near the end of 
the road, in fact, they are just the begin-
ning.

Alex Lipa gets a hug after sealing her state title with a 10 ft par putt on the 3rd sudden death hole. Photo courtesy Restaino family

Lipa overcomes 7 stroke deficit to take state title
Seaholm senior wins it with a par 
on 3rd sudden death hole
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Mapes Get Ready For Groves
After a less than perfect season, the Maples look to finish with a win over cross-town rival

Dan Meredith
Staff Writer
DMeridith@seaholmhighlander.com

After all the disappointment endured most of the 
Maple’s football season, there’s one more chance to 
prove their worth this year. 

   Friday, October 24th is the last chance for 
Seaholm seniors to play their nemesis, the Falcons 
of Birmingham Groves High.

   “We are getting the win. The offense is going to 
run all over them,” said senior safety Bo Brooks on 
his last matchup against the rivals.

   The Maples enter the matchup with a record 
of 1-7, slightly worse than the Falcon’s 3-5 record 
thus far.

   This doesn’t hinder the Maple’s confidence, as 
they all feel that they will end their season with a 
convincing win against Groves.

    “We’ve blown them out every time,” said se-

nior Tommy Stacy. 
   For any senior Maple who has played Fresh-

men, J.V., and then Varsity football for two years, 
they’ve never lost to the cross-town rival. 

   A key that may help them this year is a strong 
knowledge of the offense Groves will be running.

   Matt Turner, who was Seaholm’s offensive co-
ordinator last year, now fills that role for the Fal-
cons. 

   The Maple’s defensive players are excited for 
the opportunity.

   “It’s exciting to play against him,” said senior 

linebacker Adam Fenton, “I don’t like him.”
   If the cross-town rivalry isn’t enough to propel 

the Maples to a win, this helpful insight to Groves 
game-plan should give them a huge advantage.

   Foreshadowing the game plan, Head Coach 
Chris Fahr kept it simple.

 “We’re going to try to run the ball, and manufac-
ture some big plays,” said Fahr.

   The game is scheduled for Friday, October 24th 
at 7:00 P.M. at Groves High School. 

The players look to Coach Fahr as he congratulates them on their first win of the season. 
Photo by Celia Nelson

The players join in a pump-up huddle during their game.                                   Photo by Celia Nelson

Seniors top juniors 42-36 to take Powder Puff title
 OT Thriller!

The S.O.S Movies at the Maple 
night will no longer take place on 
October 30th. The new night will 
be sometime in November. The 
events exact date will be 
announced in late October, early 
November.

Seaholm SOS Update:

Left; senior Teresa Patterson looks to 
take it to the house. Above; senior Julia 
Rivera looks left as the seniors drive 
down field. Above right; senior Coach 
and number one fan Dave Guenther 
shares some of his wisdom with the 
senior ladies. Right; the junior defense 
gets set before they look to shut down 
the prolific senior offense. 
PHOTOS BY ASHLEY HARTE
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