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Shawn Conway’s first half TD catch boosts Maples to 13-7 win 
over West Bloomfield as rivalry game vs. Groves awaits 

   Going into the game as 22 point underdogs, the Seaholm 
football team shocked the city of West Bloomfield by 
defeating the Lakers 13-7 this past Friday.
   Seaholm dominated the first half with two touchdowns. 
The first touchdown was a quarterback keeper by senior 
Jack Quigley, and the second was a pass from Quigley to 
junior wide receiver Shawn Conway. The Maples were 
able force a timely turnover at their own goal line. Other 
than that drive by West Bloomfield, Seaholm contained 
their offense leading at halftime 13-0.
   The key play in the first half was when Seaholm faced 
a fourth down around midfield. An execution of a fake 
punt pass to senior wide receiver Tommy McCardle gave 
Seaholm a big first down and led to a touchdown and 
halftime lead.
   The second half began to look similar to the Rochester 

game. Most of Seaholm’s offense came on their opening 
possession, but were unable to capitalize, missing a field 
goal. After this possession, Seaholm mainly ran the ball to 
juice the clock. West Bloomfield turned the game into a 
nail-biter, scoring a touchdown to make it 13-7. After West 
Bloomfield’s touchdown, Seaholm’s defense did a great job 
of stopping them late in the fourth quarter. An interception 
by senior cornerback Jimmy Feiten on the final play sealed 
a 13-7 Seaholm win.
   Seaholm’s win ruined West Bloomfield’s homecoming 
and their chances at making the playoffs. 
   Feiten ran straight to the sidelines after he intercepted the 
final hail mary. He was ready to start celebrating with his 
teammates after clinching Seaholm’s second straight win. 
   “After I intercepted the ball in the end zone, we all went 
crazy and celebrated a great win,” said Feiten.
   Quigley is honored to know that his senior class will be 
leaving a legacy that is putting the Seaholm program in the 
right direction.
   “Fahr talking about the senior legacy we’ll have is an 
honor,” said Quigley. “Beating a team like West Bloomfield 

will put us on the map.”
   With back to back wins, senior wide receiver Keith 
Otterbein is confident the team will end the season on a 
good note against arch rival Groves.
   “Hopefully we can carry the momentum into Groves and 
finish the season the right way,” said Otterbein.
   Quigley expects a win from the red hot Maples, and hopes 
to lead his team in his final game as the Seaholm quarter-
back.
   “I am definitely expecting to win,” said Quigley. “We 
think we are the better team.”
   The Seaholm football team won their first game of the 
season in dramatic overtime fashion by defeating Rochester 
20-17 on Friday, October 9.
   Rochester jumped out to a quick 7-0 lead in the first 
quarter on a long touchdown pass. After that play, Seaholm 
and dominated the rest of the first half.  Sophomore kicker 
Sterling Johnson blocked two punts, Seaholm recovered 

   Seaholm’s new online grading system, PowerSchool, 
is a program that allows both parents and students to ac-
cess the student’s grades and attendance online with the 
use of a login and password issued to them by the school.
   The system was opened up to parents and students last 
Friday, October 16, 2009, and there have been several 
different reactions, both good and bad to the fact that 
grades and attendance are now accessible 24/7. 
   Technology Operational Assistant Robert Michon has 
received feedback from teachers about how students 
have changed their work habits in a positive way.
   “The teachers are seeing improvements in [how] miss-
ing and late assignments being turned in,” Michon said.  
“The [time it takes to turn in assignments] has short-
ened.”
   Business Technology teacher Leisa Passarelli echoes 
this observation.
   “I like the Powerbook because it’s making students 
more responsible, and they’re watching their own grades 
now,” Passarelli said.  “I just noticed [the students] get-
ting their work in in a more timely way.  Rather than 
panicking at the end of the term, they’re doing it now.  
They’re getting it done as they go along.”
   Passarelli said that she has also received feeback from 
parents, all of it positive.
   Seaholm parent Kathleen Acker spoke very highly of 
her new ability to access her daughter’s grades online.
   “PowerSchool is a fantastic tool for facilitating the 
communication triangle of teacher, student and parent,” 
Acker said.  “This program is straightforward, easy to 
use, and offers details that would otherwise only be 
available at conferences,” Acker said.
   Seaholm teacher Ann Deboer however, has found the 
program to be somewhat of a nuisance.
   “I used to do my own grades at home on my own grad-
ing program,” Deboer said.  “To be truthful, it’s much 
more cumbersome than my own grading program I 
used.” 
   Overall, Deboer is not a proponent for the new Pow-
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   Districts across the state will have to tighten 
their belts even more.
   Just when it appeared that state legislature 
would only be cutting $165 per pupil cut 
throughout Michigan schools, on Monday 
Governor Jennifer 
Granholm signed 
off on removing 
approximately 
$54 million from 
the public school 
by eliminating 
20J funding. 
   For Birmingham 
Public Schools, 
this means 
an additional 
$955,748 loss in 
state funds.
   “These cuts are 
just one problem 
on top of another,” 
said District Spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson.
   Granholm said the legislature left her no 
choice.
  “The school aid budget presented to me is 

inadequately funded,” Granholm said in an 
October 19 release. “If this school aid bill were 
a check drawn on a bank, it would be returned 
for insufficient funds.”
   Granholm went on to place the blame on the 
legislature, saying the body had “much more 
work to do to complete a balanced funding for 
our schools.”
   Senate Republicans said Granholm’s move 
was politically motivated. A majority of the 
districts affected are wealthy Republican 
districts in Oakland and Wayne County.
   Granholm’s veto, Senate Majority Leader 
Michael Bishop (R-Rochester) said, was a 

serious mistake.
   “Do not veto 
portions of these 
budgets with the 
expectation that 
money will be 
reappropriated 
at a later date to 
fund the vetoed 
programs,” said 
Bishop in an 
October 20 letter 
to Granholm. 
“There is not 
sufficient support 
in the Senate 
R e p u b l i c a n 

caucus for tax increases and for you to think 
otherwise is a mistake.”
   Birmingham Education Associate (BEA) 
vice president and Seaholm teacher Scott 

Craig agrees that Granholm’s actions could 
have serious ramifications on school districts, 
especially Birmingham Schools.
   “The budget situation in Lansing could be 
disastrous to Birmingham Schools if these cuts 
go through,” said Craig.
   In addition to this reduction, BPS is 
anticipating additional cuts in state per pupil 
funding. Although state legislature signed off 
only a $165 cut on October 8th, shortages 
in state revenues could mean even more 
reductions in per pupil funding.
   “They evidently think that the original figure 
on what they thought the revenue would be is 
now going to be a lot lower,” said Wilkinson. 
“It could be as much as $300 per student.”
   With the current $165 per pupil cut, BPS 
stands to lose about $1.3 million. But with the 
possibility of more cuts in the near future, BPS 
is worried about how loss of funding could 
affect their growing deficit.
       “We’ve already been dealing with a structural 
deficit for many years,” said Wilkinson. “In 
the next two years we anticipate to incur $16 
million deficits, so per pupil cuts would just 
add to an ever growing problem.”
   Although State Legislature has yet to tax, 
BPS’s goal is to keep any cuts away from the 
classroom.
   “This is considered a midyear cut, so because 
programs and services are already in place, we 
would try to locate as many areas to reduce 
funds that did not impact students,” said 
Wilkinson.
   In the past, BPS has frozen funds for 
supplies, conferences, and travel expenses to 
offset figure cuts. Wilkinson also noted that 
the district would not be spending any funds 
that were not absolutely necessary to maintain 
business.

“Do not veto portions of these 
budgets with the expectation that 
money will be reappropriated 
at a later date to fund the vetoed 
programs.”

Michael Bishop (R-Rochester)
MI Senate Majority Leader
Letter to Gov. Jennifer Granholm

Granholm’s surprise veto
cuts nearly $1M from BPS

BPS Board stunned by 
“unprecedented” cut

SPEAKING 
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Asst Superintendent Deborah Piesz and 
Board Trustee Robert Lawrence listen to 
comment at Tuesday’s BPS Board meeting

   As the dust was still settling from Governor 
Jennifer Granholm’s bombshell veto, the Bir-
mingham Public Schools Board of Education 
was still trying to make sense of the move.
   “What really upsets me is when I hear the 
haggling that’s going on in Lansing is that 
they are not considering the students,” said 
Board Trustee Geri Rinschler. 
   Granholm’s veto eliminated funding for 50 
districts in Michigan under 20J. Birmingham 
is one of many districts that will be impacted 
by this loss.
   “Governor Granholm had made comments 
continually about ‘this extra money’ when she 
talked about 20J,” said Board trustee Robert 
Lawrence.  “It is not extra money, it is propo-
sition A money. [Cutting 20J funds] makes no 

rational sense. It’s not fair and is not just.”
   Board Secretary Michael Fenberg shared 
the view of many Board members that Gra-
nholm’s cut has created an unprecedented 
challenge. However, the Board agreed that 
while BPS might be negatively impacted by 
this loss, they will do anything in their power 
to stay positive and keep cuts away from the 
classroom.
   “[Cutting education funding] is a state cri-
sis,” Fenberg. “We as the district have to deal 
with it, but we do not have to take the same 
crisis mentality and use our students as pawns 
in this.”
   State Representative Chuck Moss (R-Bir-
mingham), who attended Tuesday’s meeting, 
slammed Granholm’s move. 
  “It’s important that this failure, this loss be 
laid directly at the door of the person that has 
done it and that is the Governor,” said Moss. 
“This represents a failure of leadership in the 
part of the Governor. I think it’s a cynical and 
irresponsible use of her powers.”
   Moss felt that Granholm’s cuts were targeted 
towards wealthier Republican districts such as 
Birmingham.
  “[Districts without 20J] they hear Bloomfield 
Hills and Birmingham, they don’t hear qual-
ity, all they hear is rich,” said Moss. “They’ve 
said go get that money, our kids are worth 
as much as theirs. Now my thought is when 

OUT:
Seaholm students attend student rights 
seminar Tuesday night. STORY PAGE 6
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   Despite confusion in the first couple weeks 
of school, it appears that the counseling depart-
ment, along with the college application pro-
cess, is running smoothly. 
   “It’s been going very fast and furious,” said 
counselor Walt Romano. “We’ve processed 
well over 300 college applications at this point, 
and we have been just flooded with kids com-
ing in and submitting apps.”
   Senior Heather Stoner was pleasantly sur-
prised when she submitted her applications to 
the counseling department. 
   “I was actu-
ally shocked 
with how fast it 
went,” Stoner 
said. “I thought it 
would take a lot 
longer.”
   “Over the last 
couple years 
they’ve really 
prepared us pret-
ty well,” said senior Jacob Simon. “They told 
us what we’d have to go through, they had all 
those meeting with parents and stuff like that, 
so I felt like I somewhat knew what I was do-
ing when I was applying.”
   However, the process hasn’t been flawless.
   “There are a lot of forms that you have to turn 
into the counselor each time you apply to each 
college,” said senior Lydia Matthes. “And it’s 
hard to reach them because they’re always re-
ally busy.”
   Rather than reaching the counselors, it was 
the recommendation letters that worried Ston-
er.
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   “They got them out within the timeframe they 
said,” Stoner said. “But because I have a new 
counselor, it was kind of weird having them 
send out the recommendation letter for some-
one they didn’t even know.” 
    Not everyone has submitted their applications 
like Stoner, however. According to Romano, 
about half of the seniors have submitted their 
forms to the counseling department, while oth-
ers will wait until later in the fall.
   “There’s a lot of work early on, and then 
there’s a lull,” said Romano. “And then once 
we get between November and winter break, 
we’ll get a lot more.”
   Senior Jacob Simon has already submitted 
three applications, but still has a few more to go.

   “I’ll probably send 
in another one or two 
apps,” said Simon. 
“Hopefully by the end 
of the month [they’ll be 
done].”
   The students that have 
already submitted their 
applications are glad 
they did so early.
   “Applying is annoy-

ing but once it’s done you feel a lot better,” said 
Matthes.  
   However, some students didn’t complete their 
forms correctly.
  “I’m still getting a lot of forms that aren’t filled 
out,” said Romano.
  That is why, according to Romano, some stu-
dents find that their applications don’t get turned 
around as quickly as they would like. After 
chasing down students to get them to correct 
their application, the applications go through 
the counseling department, and they get sent to 
the school, it could be a couple weeks. 
   “We’re cranking them out,” said Romano.

Counseling knocks out college apps

   A Troy court recently ruled in favor of a lo-
cal student, reinforcing a 2007 ruling by De-
troit judge David Lawson, who determined 
that forcing pedestrian minors to submit to a 
Breathalyzer test was unconstitutional. 
   The September 10 ruling contested the con-
stitutionality of preliminary breath tests without 
a minor’s consent.  The law in question was 
the City of Troy Ordinance 98.10.03, which 
states that an officer with “reasonable cause to 

believe a person less than 21 years of age 
has consumed alcoholic liquor may require 
the person to submit to a preliminary chemical 
breath analysis.”
   The court argued that this goes against the 
fourth amendment to the United States Con-
stitution, which states that all instances of 
search and seizure must have “probable 
cause”. 
   Contrary to recent rumors, the Sep-
tember 10 ruling does not actually 
change any Michigan M.I.P laws.  
Due to the subject matter of the 
case, however, many Seaholm 
students were under the impres-
sion that  a new law had in fact 
been put in place.
   However, according to attor-

ney William McNeil, a bill has been pro-
posed that could potentially affect the 

outcomes of an M.I.P.  The bill 
would make one’s first M.I.P 

a civil infraction rather than 
a criminal charge. 
   “It’s something that I’ve 

been pushing for,” McNeil 
said. “Because I think it should 

be decriminalized.” 
   Although McNeil is for the bill, 

he added that it is just in its begin-
ning stages.

   “It’s going to go through a million 
different changes I’m sure, even if it’s 

passed.”
   If the bill ends up being passed, Seaholm 
junior Sara Johnson* believes that it 

would be beneficial.
   “I think it would be a good thing because kids 
are getting M.I.P.s,” Johnson said.  “It could be a 
small mistake and it shouldn’t be affecting their 
whole future.” 
   *Names have been changed. 
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Counseling Dept says they have recieved about half of the senior class’ forms for college applications.
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Troy court questions Breathalyzer law

Lights out, doors closed

   Although the lights all across Seaholm unexpectedly turned 
off last Wednesday, students in first hour Chemistry used 
the opportunity to get creative and have fun. One boy asked 
Chemistry teacher Maribeth Ruedisueli if they could play 
hide and seek in the lab, and after he was denied, he requested 
the game be allowed if they wore their safety goggles. 
   However, Ruedisueli was not convinced this was a good 
idea.
   “The kids were wonderful, but after sitting in the dark for 
about 25 minutes, they became extremely anxious,” Ruedis-
ueli said.  “One window [for light] wasn’t enough, especially 
at 7:30 in the morning.”
   Her students were supposed to take a test that hour, but 
the security lamp and flashlight she tried using didn’t cut it, 
resulting in the test being postponed until the next day. 
  Senior Zade Alsawah was getting out of his car when he 
noticed the lights in the lot suddenly go out. 
   “I was confused because it was still very dark outside,” said 
Alsawah.
   Alsawah’s first guess was that someone had pulled a prank. 
Soon after, he was aware it was not a hoax.

   “[I hoped] the power would be out long enough for us to be 
dismissed,” said Alsawah.
   Unfortunately, Alsawah had his second hour at Groves, 
which did not lose power, so his day wasn’t as short as he 
had hoped.  
   Senior Abby Levitsky was speaking to lifeskills teacher 
Susan Kidd when the power went out.
    “All I could think about was when I would be able to go 
home,” said Levitsky.
   Other than the terrible weather that morning, there no other 
reason was given for the unexpected loss of electricity. 
    Students were held in their first hour class until 9:15, when 
then were told that they could go home. 
   “We were waiting for notification from DTE so our admin-
istration could make the decision on whether to dismiss the 
students or not,” said Assistant Principal Staci Peterson.
   A second power outage struck the following day,  during 
fifth period. Peterson said it was a technical issue. 
   “The problem was within the power grid around our 
school,” Peterson said.
    Field Day, which occurred the next day, was not affected, 
although it put a burden on some of the event preparations.
   “The spirit of Field Day grew even stronger along with the 
community coming together,” Peterson said.
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LEFT: Students coming from the parking lot Wednesday were greeted by the dark view of the pool entrance

Students wait to be dismissed from Lynette Mayman’s classroom

The media center was one of many rooms without lights
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“We have been just flooded with kids 
coming in and submitting apps.”

   Walt Romano
   Seaholm counselor

State Rep: Veto 
“punishment” cut
BOARD from Pg. 1
I hear conservative republicans talking like 
Fidel Castro on this issue, I know we have a 
problem.”
   A majority of the blame, according to Moss, 
goes to Granholm.
   “Jennifer Granholm has been a terrible Gov-
ernor,” said Moss. “I hope [Granholm] doesn’t 
do any more damage, but the damage is already 
done with this 20J cut.”
   Tuesday, Senate Majority Leader Michael 
Bishop told the Detroit News Granholm’s 
move amounted to political “extortion”. Moss 
appeared to echo the view.
   “My belief is that the Governor is lining things 
out that are what we used to call punishment 
cuts,” said Moss. “They are the things that are 
the most damaging, most painful, and most 
hurtful to try and convince you to give her her 
taxes.”
   Those taxes, according to Bishop in an open 
letter to Granholm Tuesday, do not have to sup-
port of Senate Republicans and may not hap-
pen.
   “Everything is very much up in the air because 
we don’t know what the economy is going to 
look like at the bottom,” said Moss to the High-
lander. “Until we know what the new normal is 
for the economy, it’s all going to be up in the air. 
Things are going to have to change. We have to 
make choices, obviously schools, public safety, 
and public health are the priorities.”
   Despite the suddenness of the move, the loss 
of 20J funds was something the Board had long 
dreaded.
   “It is something we have fought every year 
to protect, but I think we all knew in the back 
of our minds that we knew potentially this day 
would come where we lost funding from 20j,” 
said Soifer. “This is an unprecedented year for 
us.”
    Still, Rinschler said, the Board has no choice 
but to move on and plan for the future.
   “I know it can be really depressing when you 
think long and hard about what is happening in 
this community,” said Rinschler. “But when I 
look around and see what we do as a Board, it’s 
very encouraging. The people here really roll up 
their sleeves and make sure all the decisions are 
learning based.”
   Board President Laurie Soifer said the district 
is equipped to handle the challenge.
  “We do have the ability to adjust to this change 
and respond to this crisis in a very rational and 
thoughtful plan,” said Soifer.  “We have a stra-
tegic plan and we are in better shape than most 
districts. We absolutely have a challenge and 
crisis that we have to respond to. We will do it 
while remaining focused on student learning 
and achievement. We have much to be proud 
of. We will come out on the other end a stronger 
district.”
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PowerSchool system.
   “From a practical point of view, I don’t like it at all,” Deboer 
said.
   Worry was also expressed that now that parents have ac-
cess to the grades, she will be hearing more feedback from 
parents, and less from students.
   “I like the fact that the student has access to their own 
grades,” Deboer said.  “I think also it’s good that parents have 
access to those grades as well, but I would hope that they 
would actually interact with the students before they would 
interact with me.”
   She hopes the students will still take the initiative to come in 
and talk to her, rather than having their parents do it for them.
   “The student has to learn to approach [their teachers],” De-
boer said.
   Junior Taylor Stinson has only accessed her grades one time 
since the launch of Poweschool, and already acknowledges 
that she has altered her study methods because of the pro-
gram.

   "It has allowed me to be more aware of my grades every 
step of the way which has made me study that extra ten min-
utes for things," Stinson said.  
   Sophomore Julie Naski says she checked her grades around 
five times since PowerSchool became accessible, and also 
admits to putting in more of an effort toward her studies.
   "It's made me try harder because I know my parents can see 
my grades now," Naski said.
   Michon said that now that students are accessing their 
grades, teachers can keep track of how many times each per-
son looks at their account.
   "It does log for the teachers how many times their particular 
portal has been logged into," Michon said.
   In some classes, students have displayed particular interest 
in PowerSchool.
   "There was a teacher who had to tell their students that 
checking 30 times a day was a bit excessive," Michon said.
   Passarelli acknowledged that some students were a little too 
obsessive about looking up their grades.
   “Some of them are watching [their grades] over, and over, 
and over again until it’s crazy,” Passarelli said.

   Some teachers were surprised by the student's reaction to 
the new system.
   "Teachers found it very interesting that students were anx-
ious to log into the system to check their progress, and check 
their grades," Michon said.
   Stinson also knows that her parents can now access her 
grades whenever they would like, and is worried about the 
fact that they see every score for every assignment, and not 
just the overall grade.
   "My parents have not checked [my grades] since receiv-
ing the login," Stinson said.  "Secretly, I'm hoping they don't 
because parents don't quite understand that bombing one quiz 
doesn't mean that in the end you can't get an A in the class."
   Unlike Stinson, senior Erica Reich is not worried about her 
parents checking PowerSchool.
   "I highly doubt my mom will ever check," Reich said.  
   Not only that, Reich predicts that she will never visit the site.  
   "I feel no need," Reich said.
   Reich is not alone.  Fellow senior Bill Getschman also has 
yet to view his grades online.  
   "I haven't checked them," Getschman said.  "I don't really 

PowerSchool launch meets mixed reviews
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plan on it because I already know my grades.  I get them from 
my teachers." 
   Concerns were voiced by students about a rumor that their 
parents could view comments that their teacher has made, but 
they cannot.  
   "I was told that there can be comments between teachers 
and parents that the students cannot see," Michon said.  "I 
don't think the parents can leave comments for teachers.  I 
think teachers can only leave comments for parents to see."
   Acker continued to express her happiness with the new 
system.
   “Our trimesters present us with the challenge of a fast-paced 
calendar and workload,” Acker said.  “Having the ability to 
immediately determine a subject that would benefit from ad-
ditional help is key.”
   Acker plans to make it a habit of keeping track of her daugh-
ter’s grades and attendance.
   “I accessed the information at PowerSchool upon receiving 
the ID and password and plan to do so weekly,” Acker said.

CUTS From page 1
    “It puts [BPS] in a very difficult situation when the state 
makes these cuts,” said Wilkinson. 
 Although the School Aid Fund (SAF) that was passed earlier 
this year includes $100 million in new revenues designed to 
balance the budget, The Legislature has yet to come to an 
agreement on these revenues.
   “Without further action, the cut to the state’s school districts 
will skyrocket,” said Wilkinson. “Whatever we do to address 
the situation, we want to make sure it doesn’t impact the 
students in anyway.”
   Craig feels that if cuts go through, BPS will have no choice 
but to make major changes across the board.
   “We could be forced to lay off teachers and cut programs,” 
said Craig. “Down the road we could be looking at closing 
down one or two elementary schools, maybe closing a 
middle school.”
   Since the school year is already underway, BPS cannot 
make changes to these contracts next school year. However, 
it is likely that BPS administrators will look to make staffing 
changes next school year.
   “We haven’t started formal bargaining with them yet, but 
I’m sure once we do, they will want take backs [in staffing],” 
said Craig.
   But in addition to state wide per pupil cuts, Governor 
Granholm and state legislature have yet to make decision on 
whether they will be eliminating or reducing the Michigan 
Merit Promise Scholarships, a decision that has much 

potential to impact students.
   “The students are suffering from this one,” said Wilkinson. 
   BPS anticipates that state legislature will have a final 
decision cuts in per pupil funding by the end of the month. 
In the mean time, the school board has organized two 
community discussions on budget issues. These meetings 
will be held on October 22nd at Berkshire and November 5th 
at Derby. Both meetings will start at 7pm.
   “We are hoping we can get a lot of input from the 
community and people in the district about things they might 
suggest,” said Wilkinson.
   Seaholm parent and former PTSA Volunteer of the Year 
Lori Eaton is one of the many members of the community 
with ideas on how to approach budget shortages.
   ““I would probably look far away from the class room 
first,” said Eaton. “Selling the old administration building is a 
good place to start.”
   Generally, Wilkinson seems optimistic that with help 
from the community, the school district will be able to find 
solutions for state cuts that will have as little impact on the 
classrooms as possible
    “There is so much talent within this district that we are 
hoping that by pulling together we can come up with some 
good options,” said Wilkinson.

For continued coverage of the state education funding debate 
and its impact on the Birmingham Public School District, go 
to our web site at www.seaholmhighlander.com
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Ship already sinking: Granholm has 
steered us into a financial storm
Highlander Editorial

Javon Castillo
Columnist
Jcastillo@seaholmhighlander.com

Dear Editors,

   The September 16, 2009 edition of The Highlander 
contained an article about the new Promethean Boards that 
were generously donated to Seaholm’s Math Department 
by the Birmingham Education Foundation.  I appreciated 
The Highlander showcasing our department as we were 
becoming acclimated to this new technology and mode of 
instruction.  
   As it was The Highlander’s first edition of the new school 
year, our teachers were interviewed only days after using 
the Promethean Boards for the first time.  I am pleased 
that our teachers were able to provide the newspaper 
with a comprehensive overview of the board’s numerous 
capabilities.  It was, however, difficult during those first couple 
of days of school to understand the positive transformation 
that the Promethean Boards would have on our instruction.  
Additionally, any initial concerns related to the boards or 
technical difficulties expressed during those interviews have 
subsided.
   The Math Department has been spending many hours 
devoted to learning and mentoring each other about the 
Promethean Board’s capabilities so that we may provide our 
students with state of the art instruction.  While it has been 
challenging and sometimes frustrating learning something 
new, it has also been very exciting and rewarding.  
   The Seaholm Math Department would welcome an 
opportunity to share with The Highlander many of the 
new things we have learned about the Promethean Boards 
and our experiences in the classroom now that everyone is 
much more proficient with the boards, their accessories and 
interactive software.  We also want to encourage support of 
the Birmingham Education Foundation so that perhaps they 
may support other departments who wish to incorporate 
Promethean Boards into their instruction.

Sincerely,
Carol Pinneo, Mathematics Department Head

Dear Editor:
   
   Having had a couple of months to explore the capabilities 
of the math department’s new Promethean interactive white-
board systems, I am very pleased with them as instructional 
tools.  As a presentation tool, it offers functionality that is far 
superior to traditional whiteboards.  As any of my current or 
former students can attest, I possess the bare minimum of ar-
tistic ability, but the Promethean board allows me to make 
geometric and graphical sketches and figures much more ac-
curate and clear.  
   As I see it, though, the real advantage to the Promethean 
board comes from its ability to interface with dynamic and 

Seaholm Sudoku

   Beth Ditto’s haunting voice and lyrics are a combination 
that can no longer be ignored.
   Ditto and her band, Gossip, released their first studio re-
corded album, Music for Men, on October 6.
   Ever since 1999, Gossip has been slowly crawling their 
way up from underground music success. Heavy Cross, their 
early 2009 single, gained them notice among the techno uni-
verse. 

   Music for Men 
should be the final 
push they need to 
break into the main-
stream.
   After its June release 
in Europe, Music 
for Men became an 
overseas sensation, 
especially in the UK. 
And now that the 
official US release 
has arrived, fans of 
all genres of music 
should be excited.
   With an extremely 
unique mix of techno, 
alternative, and pop, 

Gossip is here to stay. If the music doesn’t convince you, then 
the lyrics undoubtedly will.
   Heartbreaking choruses and upsetting verses flow together 
to create a sinister, but relatable, view on happiness.
   Loving and losing love is the predominant theme on the 
record. Love Long Distance is a song about being away from 
a loved one, and not being able to cope with the distance.
   “Breaking up or breaking down, when I need you, you can't 
be found,” Ditto sings on Love Long Distance. “I want some-
one who's around for me. Does it have to be so complicated? 
Either way I'm devastated, I could use a little comforting.”
   Heavy Cross is clearly the best track on the record, mixing a 
dance-worthy beat with unexpectedly bitter lyrics.
   “It's a cruel, cruel world, to face on your own,” Ditto sings. 
“A heavy cross, to carry along. The lights are on, but every-
one's gone. And it's cruel. It's a funny way, to make ends 
meet. When the lights are out on every street. It feels alright, 
but never complete. Without joy.”
   Stand out tracks include Heavy Cross, Dimestore Dia-
mond, Love Long Distance, and Men in Love.
Shangri La Studios, 43.35 minutes (12 tracks), US Released- 
10/6/09, Available on iTunes, Amazon, Rhapsody, CD

Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

Gossip’s newest 
worth the buzz

Letters to the Editor

 By: Matthew Cotter

Thoughts from the 
King of Comedy

   From now on, Javon will speak in the first person.  Starting now.
   Many of people have asked David Hasselhoff’s sexier black twin, AKA why he 
dresses so sexily. This is one of the questions that will be answered right now. 
   Besides the fact that I’m sexier than Fabio in his early days, before I started looking 
like Pamela Anderson with muscles, the real reason he started dressing so excellent-
ly was the community service experience that changed the this student’s  apparel.
   When getting community service hours over the summer, I accompanied my 
mother while she taught people how to read, how to deal with current problems in 
life like time management, and money management, how to deal with stress and 
much more.
    In order to be involved this unique type of community service I had to wear a 
shirt and tie. 
   Since I began wearing fresh yet formal attire, I have been receiving a lot of atten-
tion, which came not just because of my comedic genius, but also because of my 
rather dapper clothing (don’t ask what the word means Mrs. Boyer uses it). 
 I have set out to dress sexily for the rest of the year and thought all fans, hater’s, 
teachers, admirers, stalkers, and all other students that will read this column to know 
that my sexy dress will not stop. 
   Watch out, because 20 years from now, you are going to look up sexily in the 
dictionary and see a picture of me in a suit and tie as the definition.  It will even be 
on *NSYNC’s comeback album.
    In the next column, I will give an in depth explanation of what the word sexily 
means, and show how with the correct tutoring, people can try to dress as sexy as 
the King himself.
   Warning don’t try too hard to dress sexily it may result in tacky clothing, clashing 
colors, and sometimes downright non-matching outfits.
   Now for some random thoughts:
    Plies is the most successful rapper who still uses the “Hooked on Phonics” pro-
gram.
   Javon is still #1 sexiest and sexily dressed man in Seaholm.
    Javon has the ability to keep dressing sexily and will continue being sexier than 
David Hasselhoff when he was on Baywatch and Michael Jackson with his first 
nose. 
   Hasbro Toys went down 0.3 (-1.09%) in the stock market on Tuesday.

Photoillustration By:Mari Manoogian and Lindsay Boeckl

interactive software.  Our new systems allow me to show stu-
dents dynamic visual representations of concepts that can be 
quite abstract.  Having a visual referent for complex concepts 
has allowed my students to build more robust understandings 
of mathematical ideas.  All of this has helped them become 
more sophisticated in their approach to solving problems.  
   Another powerful tool math teachers now have thanks to 
the generous support of the Birmingham Education Foun-
dation is an audience response system.  These devices have 
already proven to be invaluable to classroom instruction.  
Students are being more consistently and actively engaged 

in classroom instruction and discussion.  Teachers receive 
continuous and instantaneous feedback on how the class is 
doing.  Students even report having fun in math class.  This 
last point is not to be overlooked or underestimated.

Thad Wilhelm, Math Teacher

Math dept praises Promethean Boards, B.E.F.’s generosity

Make your voice heard -- write a 
letter to the editor. 
Letters@seaholmhighlander.com

   The news wasn’t very good to begin with: Birmingham School 
District was already staring in the face a loss they claimed was go-
ing to amount to $16M over the next two years. 
   But Monday night, when Governor Jennifer Granholm vetoed 
funding for the 20J fund (a veto that precludes 50 school districts, 
Birmingham included, from approximately $1M each), matters got 
much, much worse. 
   Needless to say, Granholm picked a highly inopportune time to 
deny Michigan public school districts significant amounts of mon-
ey. 
   Though the 20J fund is not officially dead, whether or not it will 
make it through both the State House and Senate again with a two-
thirds vote in each chamber to overturn Granholm’s veto is highly 
questionable. In short, the future of the fund is doubtful. 
   It has been speculated that Granholm took this action in an at-
tempt to force representatives from the 50 school districts—many 
of whom are heavily Republican—to vote for tax hikes that have 
recently been introduced.
   It is true that the proposed raise in taxes that Granholm is fight-
ing for would in some ways be a prudent option in the midst of 
the state’s current budget crisis. However, to hold public school 
students hostage in an attempt to get what she wants is a failure in 
leadership on the part of the governor.

   Though Birmingham School District is considered to be one of 
the wealthier districts in the state, that does not necessarily mean 
we will be without a serious problem when the budget cut sets in. 
The amount of money that the district is losing has been described 
as ‘unprecedented’. Being without $4M--this year alone--is not a 
problem that can be solved easily, especially considering the board 
was not expecting such mammoth cuts to be made.  Dealing with 
a deficit of $16M over the next two years will not be any easier. 
The lost money cannot be simply absorbed into the district. Cuts, 
unfortunately to something, will have to be made. 
   This cut is considered to be a mid-year cut, so the administration 
will attempt to reallocate the funds such that the loss will not affect 
students this year. The leadership of Birmingham School District 
has done an admirable job in preparing for such a crisis, banking 
nearly $20M dollars in a “rainy day fund”.    
   Clearly, this is a rainy day. 
   Comparatively, we are in better shape than other districts across 
the state.
   This can, in part, be chalked up to good leadership on the part 
of our central administration. Though the cut is not what we ex-
pected, and hardly what we hoped for, we have the means to make 
it through this crisis. 
   This being said, it is doubtful we’ll be able to stay afloat that much 
longer at the rate the ship appears to be taking on water. 
   Especially considering Granholm is slowly adding more to the 
boat, bucket by bucket.
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LIFESTYLES

   Seaholm social studies teacher Chuck Pas-
sarelli, doesn’t teach the stereotypical history 
class. Passarelli has the ability to teach not only 
in a way where all will benefit, but in such a 
way that all will enjoy.
   “We are getting America into the war so we 
can kick butt and take names,” Passarelli told 
his fourth hour World War II class on Monday. 
That was the first of many jokes made just with-
in the first 15 minutes of class, others included;
   “It was like telling people today they can’t use 
muskets. [It’s not going to do much].”
   All of his joking kept the class active and inter-
ested in the conversation allowing the students 
to easily absorb and understand the material.
   It was this that led the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) to Seaholm High 
School.
   “We heard about Mr. Passarelli through a 
previous student who spoke very highly of 
him and said that he actually made history in-

teresting for him,” said Kristine Sokol, History 
Chairman of the Ezra Parker Chapter of the 
DAR who nominated Passarelli for the Most 
Outstanding Teacher of American History 
Contest. “This sounded to us like someone we 
should investigate.”  
   According to the DAR, the teacher nominated 

must be able to relate modern life and events to 
history, have high standards and be committed 
to his students. After interviewing Passarelli, 
other Seaholm teachers, and Seaholm principal 
Terry Piper, the DAR found him to personify all 
those qualities.
    While the award is nationally known and has 
been presented to some of the best teachers in 
the country, Passarelli’s reaction to the nomina-

Passarelli nominated for prestigious award

Mary Hathaway
Staff Writer
Mhathaway@seaholmhighlander.com
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tion was simple. 
   “[I was] shocked,” Passarelli said.  “Teaching’s 
not like acting, you know. You don’t expect that 
you’re getting an Academy Award. You don’t 
go into teaching thinking, ‘Gee, I hope I get a 
lot of awards.’ You never think about this as an 
award winning profession.”
   Passarelli may have been shocked, but the stu-
dents at Seaholm were not.
   “He totally deserves [his nomination],” said 
Jamie Hinz, a sophomore and student in Pas-
sarelli’s class. “He is a really fun teacher. He 
tells jokes that make [learning enjoyable].”
   Senior Kate Becker currently has Passarelli as 
a teacher in his World War II class and has had 
him in the past. Her admiration for Passarelli’s 
classes has never changed.
   “ [World War II] class is fabulous,” said Beck-
er. “I have known him for four years. He is my 
favorite teacher. If I could have a professor that 
is half the teacher that Mr. Passarelli is, I would 
be set.”
   His co-workers are also excited for him.
   “That was a well worthy nomination right 
there,” said social studies teacher Bob Carleton. 
“That man embodies history. He has taught me 

more about history then anyone, and I have a 
Master’s Degree in history.”
    In response to Passarelli calling Carleton 
‘the Yoda of Seaholm’ he was more than will-
ing to give him a title. “[He is] the Emperor of 
Seaholm, the Darth Sidious if you will.” Car-
leton said laughing.
   The ceremony to announce the winner of the 
statewide competition will be held in January. 
The winner of the state then goes on to Region-
als, then finally Washington D.C. for the Na-
tional Contest. 
   In the past the Ezra Parker Chapter has had 
many state winners.
   “We believe,” Sokol said, “that we have se-
lected another teacher who is worthy of the 
honor.”
   But to Passarelli, winning is not as important 
as the nomination.
   “I’m excited about the nomination, but I’m 
indifferent about the award,” Passarelli said. 
“That a former student nominated me is an hon-
or. That somebody that was in my class thought 
enough that they remembered afterward, ‘Hey 
that class wasn’t too bad. He seemed to do a 
pretty good job.’ To me that is the best thing of 
all of this. If nothing else happens, that’s fine.”

“You don’t go into teach-
ing thinking, ‘Gee, I hope I 
get a lot of awards.’”

-Chuck Passarelli

Passarelli delivers a lecture in class

Chuck Passarelli works on his computer before class        Photo by Sidney Krandall

   In less than two weeks, the Birmingham 
community will have a chance to give back to 
both its local businesses and schools, simply by 
shopping and eating dinner. 
   On Thursday November 5, the Pierce El-
ementary PTSA will host a shopping night in 
Downtown Birmingham to support academic 
programs at Pierce such as the accelerated read-
er and math enrichment programs.
   Paige Leary, Peirce mom and lifetime Bir-
mingham resident, and Deborah Knight, a 
fellow Pierce mom who also grew up in Bir-
mingham, got the idea for the fundraiser when 
they noticed recent closures of local businesses. 
The two women co-chair the Pierce Ways and 
Means Committee.
   The night is a “big push to promote small 
businesses,” Leary said.  She also said that it 
is a great opportunity for high school students 
to support both their town and the elementary 
school that many of them attended, especially 
because there is no school the following day. 
   Around 30 stores and eight restaurants have 
agreed to participate.  
   Stores will donate 15% of their sales to Pierce, 
and restaurants will give 20%.  
   Anyone who wishes to support the cause 
through eating will need to pick up a coupon, 
which Leary says will be placed in the Seaholm 
office sometime before the event. 

Jillian Spina
Staff Writer
Jspina@seaholmhighlander.com

Shopping event 
to support Pierce

   Seaholm math teacher Thad Wilhelm was 
honored by Denison University as an “out-
standing teacher” on October 5, 2009. 
   Wilhelm received a certificate signed by Pres-
ident Dale T. Knobel, and Vice President and 
Director of Admissions, Perry H. Robinson.  
   “At some colleges, they ask incoming stu-
dents if there was a high school teacher who 
made an impact on them,” said Wilhelm.  “This 
student recommended me.”
   Wilhelm feels honored to have received the 
award, and acknowledges that all Seaholm 
teachers are outstanding in their own way.
   “I feel gratified that I was able to make an 
impact in this student’s life, and their academic 
achievements,” said Wilhelm.  “All teachers do 
that at some level, but I was fortunate enough to 
have been recognized.”

Wilhelm honored by 
Denison University
Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo by Sidney Krandall
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Text OPTIK

FOR 
STUDENT 

SPECIALS

TO 63636

Lost Your iPod? 

Take a deep 
breath. 
Relax.

STEP ONE: STEP TWO:
Retrace your 
steps; make 

sure that your 
iPod was 

actually stolen

STEP FOUR:
- Give police 

Apple # 1-800-
275-2273

-iPod can only 
be flagged by 

police

STEP FIVE:
- Contact 

Credit Card 
Company

- See if they 
have product 
replacement

STEP SIX:
- Check 

Craigslist, 
EBAY, and
Amazon for 
stolen good

STEP SEVEN:
- If you find it, 
contact police 

department 
report was 

made in. Don’t 
go vigilante.

STEP THREE:
Find Serial Number

-www.apple.com/support/expert
-Click “Begin Apple Expert experience now”

-Fill in Apple ID/Password

STEP FOUR:
- Contact 

Police
- Give detailed 
description of 
iPod, as well 

as music

In light of the recent thefts, The Highlander has seven simple steps to recovering your missing iPod

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

The Pierce School PTSA in conjunction with the
following downtown Birmingham stores is offering
up to 15% of all proceeds made between 6-9 pm on

11/5/09 to Pierce Elementary School.

Adventures in Toys
Astrein Jewelers
Barbara’s Paper Bag
Birmingham Design Studio
Caruso Caruso
Don Thomas
Flash Accessories
Heartwear Designs
Kilwin’s
Labelle Provence
Lori Karbal
Max & Erma’s
Oliver’s Trendz
Optik
Pink Pump
Right Off the Sheep

6-9 pm
Thursday, November 5th

Pierce Shops Local

Bridget and Stacie
Root and Sprout
Sam and Lola
SEE Eyewear
Simply Wine
Stacey Leuliette
Suhm-thing
The Annex
The Art Loft
The Italian Dish
The Knitting Room
The Varsity Shop
Tiffany Florist
Via Bella
Woodward and Maple

QUESTIONS?

Please contact our
Ways & Means Chairs:

* Deborah Knight

248-632-3200

* Paige Leary

248-672-8119

The following participat-
ing restaurants will donate

20% of all food & drink
orders, including carry-out
ALL DAY. Does not apply

to gift cards.

Dick o Dows
Maple Leaf Café

Max & Erma’s
Salvatore Scallopini

Toast

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

Students, experts discuss rights at Speak Out

Spirit Oct. 26-30

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

College Day

Costume Day

Western 
Day

PJ Day

Decades
Day

Week

Mari Manoogian
Mmanoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

   When 35 students gathered in Seaholm’s media center on 
Tuesday night for a discussion with experts from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties, students didn’t shy away from asking the 
tough questions.  
   In an effort to raise awareness about student’s rights, the 
Seaholm Advisory Board organized Speak Out, a question 
and answer session with a panel of student’s rights experts. 
  “Initially, it was just me and Jake [Drutchas] and Eric 

[Deacon] [asking questions] and 
it was really cool when other 
students started getting involved, 
and brought up their personal 
issues,” said senior Allie Leitch, 
Vice President of the Seaholm 
Advisory Board.  
   While attendance at Speak 
Out was made an extra credit 
opportunity for some students in 
AP Government, many students 
came simply to learn what their 
rights were regarding different 
policies.
   “I just want to know if we have 
rights, because we’re people too.  
We have freedom of speech,” 
said senior Lane Vines.
   “I want to know the text mes-
sage rule, because a bunch of 
people have been telling me that 
[administrators] can read your 

text messages,” said senior Natalie 
Gross.   “And some people have been telling me they can’t.”
   Gross and Vines are against the current cell phone policy, 
and were candid when giving reasoning behind their 
opinions.
      “I think its garbage,” said Gross.  “This is our phone.  We 
shouldn’t be afraid to say what we talk about on text mes-
sages.  It’s nobody else’s business but your own.”
   “I think it’s an invasion of privacy,” said Vines.  
    Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent for Ann Arbor Schools, 
discussed the role that the administration plays in the educa-
tional process.

   “I think it’s extremely important for us to promote in 
schools the ability for young people to grow in a lot of ways, 
academically, socially and emotionally,” said Roberts. “Part 
of that is giving you the ability to speak your mind”
   Dr. Roberts, who was previously employed by Birming-
ham Public Schools as the deputy superintendent for seven 
years, expressed the responsibilities of the administration.
    “As school administrators, one of our primary responsi-
bilities is to keep you safe,” said Roberts.   “I think what you 
want to have is for students to have the ability, any place that 
you are, to have the ability to exercise their rights and not to 
have their rights infringed upon.”
   Michael Steinberg, Legal Director of the ACLU of Michi-
gan spoke to students regarding many different aspects of 
the rights of students.
   “Public schools are supposed to prepare all of you to 
participate and function and make our democracy work,” 
said Steinberg.  “Among the things that they are supposed to 
teach are the freedoms.” 
   Steinberg explained his biggest fear was an infringement 
on student rights by the administration and teachers.  
   “What concerns me about many public schools is often 
times, they talk the talk.  They teach you about these things 
in your civics class and history class, but they don’t walk the 
walk,” said Steinberg.  “When it comes to students exercis-
ing their rights, they don’t care.”
   Steinberg stressed that students have a responsibility to 
make sure their freedoms are not trampled upon by teachers 
or administrators.  
   “The Supreme Court has said that students do not give up 
their rights when they enter the school house, although not 
all the rights are as great as they are outside the school, you 
still have rights,” said Steinberg.  “And it’s up to [students] 
that these rights aren’t taken way.”

   After hearing both experts speak, the floor was opened to 
a question and answer forum.  Among the topics addressed 
were security cameras.
   Two high schools in Ann Arbor, Pioneer and Huron, have 
implemented the use of security cameras.  Roberts discussed 
the different viewpoints of the issue. 
   “In terms of discipline, suspensions are down about 12 
percent between the two high schools [Pioneer and Huron],” 
said Roberts.
   Roberts also indicated that another aspect of high school 
has a greater impact on student safety.
   “The people in the building make the school safe, ulti-
mately” said Roberts.
   He also stressed that just because it is helping in Ann Arbor 
does not mean it will help everywhere.
    “There are different needs in different locations, so from a 
school administrator’s stand point, I don’t think you can say 
there is a ‘one size fits all’ solution” said Roberts.
   Steinberg was vehemently opposed to the use of security 
cameras, and expressed his ideas openly.
   “There is a right way and a wrong way to make schools 
safe,” said Steinberg.
   Upon the conclusion of Speak Out, Leitch explained what 
she believed was most beneficial to students.   
    “I think [students who attended Speak Out] benefited 
because they learned from Mr. Steinberg that they have the 
right to protest, and they have the right to have rights.  A 
lot of times we are taught that we have these rights, but we 
aren’t shown that we have them,” said Leitch.
   Leitch believes that the Student Advisory Board’s event 
was a success and is looking forward to offering more op-
portunities for students to attend in the future.
   “We don’t want this to be a one time thing,” said Leitch.

Michael Steinberg speaks at Tuesday’s SAB Speak Out.    Photo by Haley Landgraff 
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   The Seaholm Girls swim team is currently the only unde-
feated team at Seaholm.   
   They are 8-0, adding their sixth league win last Tuesday, 
October 13th against Berkley.
   “So far we’ve been swimming well,” coach Karl Hodgson 

said, “but we haven’t swum against any tough teams yet.” 
   Adding to their success, the Maples took second in the 
county meet last Saturday, October 3rd, improving  on last 
year’s 4th place finish.  
   “We were really surprised with how well we swam,” se-
nior captain Melanie Rogers said. “It’s the best we’ve done 
in years.”
   But with great success comes hard work.  The Maples en-
dure grueling two and a half hour practices Monday through 
Saturday and some swimmers even swim in the mornings.

The Seaholm girls swim team practices  in between meets in October.  Photo by Linsday Boeckl

Zach Hill
Staff Writer
Zhill@seaholmhighlander.com

Undefeated swim team qualifies 11 for states

You are walking down the hallway, when suddenly you feel a 
sharp pain in your back. You hope that it will go away soon, but 
it continues to flare up the rest of the day. Don’t rule out pos-
ture as one the culprits. Here are some tips on correct posture:

Picking up books
o Squat down, bending at 
the knees, not at the hips
o Keep back straight
o Grab books
o Straighten legs to get 
back up

Sitting in a chair
o Butt should be touching 
the back of the chair
o Back should be straight
o Knees should be at 
hip level

Wearing a backpack
o Wear both straps over 
shoulders
o Wear on back
o Backpack should not be 
below your butt
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an onside kick, and the defense outmatched Rochester’s 
offense. Touchdowns by senior quarterback Jack Quig-
ley and senior wide receiver Keith Otterbein gave the 
Maples a 14-7 lead at halftime.
   The second half was a defensive struggle. The only 
points scored in the half were on a Rochester touch-
down to tie up at the game 14-14 in the fourth quarter. 
With time running out, Rochester attempted a game 
winning field goal, but it was tipped by a Seaholm de-
fender and fell short. 
   The missed field goal set up a college-style overtime, 
but each team started on the ten yard line instead of the 
20 yard line used for college football. Seaholm came up 
with a defensive stand holding Rochester to three points. 
On Seaholm’s first offensive play, Quigley scored on a 
ten yard quarterback keeper that started the celebration.
   The defining point in the game was when Seaholm 
held Rochester to a field goal on the first possession of 
overtime. This set up Quigley’s touchdown seconds af-
ter the defensive stand. 
   It was pandemonium as the entire football team rushed 
the field, celebrating a well deserved victory. 
   Quigley knew the right play call was key in order to get 
the touchdown they needed to win the game. The play 
was executed to perfection.
   “Fahr called 25 power and I just ran behind Gibbs,” 
said Quigley.
   Seaholm head football coach Chris Fahr was very 
proud of Seaholm’s satisfying result. Fahr knew all 
the hard work put in this season would pay off against 
Rochester.
   “I am very happy for the seniors and everyone on the 
football team,” said Fahr. “To see the smiles was awe-
some.”
   Senior wide receiver Keith Otterbein has made a huge 
impact ever since he came back from his injury against 
Country Day. He feels that the team is starting to head in 
the right direction.
   “It feels good to know that I made a difference,” said 
Otterbein. “The team really came together and I’m glad 
I was a part of it.”
   Fahr believes the team gives its all no matter what the 
result of the game is. This could be crucial as Seaholm’s 
schedule at the end of the season gets lighter.
   “The team gives everything every day and they will 
always do the best they can,” said Fahr. “Winning won’t 
change our mentality.”

FOOTBALL from page 1

Maples on a roll

The senior girls celebrate their 22-0 victory over the juniors on Wednesday, October 14th.                    
 Photo by Sidney Krandall

Powderpuff: Seniors dominate 22-0

   The girls seniors forgot about last year’s heartbreaking 
loss by blowing out the juniors 22-0 Wednesday night in 
Seaholm’s annual Powderpuff game.
   The juniors’ lack of experience showed early in the game. 

Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

   “We are midway through the season which is the heart of 
our training,” Hodgson said, “This is the toughest part of the 
year practice wise.” 
   “Practices are really hard,” senior captain Jane Howard said, 
“but they are very rewarding in the end.”
   “We sometimes swim four or five miles a day,” adds senior 
captain Alex Thane.
   Last season the Maples lost Lauren Nichols, one of 
Seaholm’s best swimmers. Nichols was a two-time state 
champion and is currently swimming for Purdue.  Despite 
this loss, they have still found ways to be successful. 
   “A lot of seniors have stepped up this year [including] se-
nior Emily Parsons, and Kelly Frasier who recently broke 
Seaholm diving school record,” Thane said.
   The Maples are trying to build on last year’s strong finish, 
where they placed third at the state meet.
   “We had a great season last year,” said Coach Karl Hodg-
son. “We swam well at the end of they year and finished third 
which was a great bonus.”
   “We were happy with last years finish,” Thane added. “It’s 
where we expected to place.”
   The Maples have high expectations for the upcoming 
season.  They are currently the only undefeated team in the 
league and are ranked top five in the state according to The 
Detroit News, along with local teams Marian and Mercy. 
   “Our goals this season are to win the league, finish at least 
top three at states, and for everyone to do their best,” Hodg-
son said.
   Seaholm currently has 11 swimmers who have qualified 
for the state meet including Calley Murphy who finished 
seventh at states last year, Melanie Rogers who finished 13th 
and the 200m Freestyle relay team who won the county meet 
this year. 
   The Maples are also looking forward to the upcoming meet 
against Groves.  Seaholm has beaten the Falcons the past two 
years and are determined to make it three.  
   “We’ve been looking forward to this meet all year,” How-
ard said.  
   This year’s meet comes with some added pressure.  
Seaholm and Groves are currently the only undefeated teams 
in the OAA league, and the winner of this meet will have the 
outright lead going into the league meet.  
   “Groves has some very strong swimmers, but we have 
more depth,” senior captain Franny Gagnier said, “and if we 
take advantage of this, we know we can win.”
   The Maples take on the Falcons Tuesday October 20, at the 
Groves Natatorium. 

Senior quarterback Jack Quigley dives into 
the endzone on to give the Maples a 20-17 
win over Rochester. Photo by Bob Lewis

First quarter snaps fell to the 
turf, causing numerous broken 
plays.  Senior running back 
Molly Parsons scored for the se-
niors on their first drive on a 68 
yard jet play up the left sideline. 
After tough senior defense, the 
juniors were forced to punt. On 
the opening play of their second 
drive, senior running back Hallie 
Taylor took it to the house, scor-
ing on a 70 yard run. 
   The seniors meshed well as a 
team and had chemistry from 
last year, allowing them to come 
together and be successful dur-
ing the first quarter. Junior Head 
Coach Joshua Young believed 
all the juniors needed was a little 

more practice to become familiar 
with the game.

   “The junior’s lack of experience between the quarterback to 
center exchange was a problem in getting the offense going,” 
said Young. “[The juniors] never got that one play to build up 
their confidence.”
   The junior defense was able to stop the seniors in the second 
quarter, preventing them from putting the game out of reach 
early. At the end of the first half, the score was 14-0 in favor 
of the seniors. 
   The third quarter was a defensive struggle and nobody 
scored. The juniors were able to complete a few passes to 
junior wide receiver Cyndia Robinson.
   During the fourth quarter, the seniors were re-energized. 
The key play was when senior running back Sammy Shebib 
scored a touchdown from the 40 yard line making the final 
score 22-0. 
   All eight juniors had a chance to pull her flag, but she broke 
a long run ending the game.

   “The play was supposed to go to the right,” said Shebib. “I 
was going to fake the ball to Molly and run to the right. All 
I saw was pink, so I turned to the left and went all the way 
around the juniors.”
   Even though the seniors outshined the juniors, senior Head 
Coach Evan Treharne thought the junior defense picked up 
after the first half.
    “Coach Young did a great job defending us, especially 
our outside plays,” said Treharne. “After the first quarter, the 
game was pretty even. He made the right adjustments do de-
fend our offense.” 

Freshman Tess Wilberding -- one of three triplet sisters on the team -- approaches the finish line during the October 10 
Oakland County Championship meet. Wilberding finished sixth  (19:25). Photo courtesy  Cie Brown

Senior co-captain Alex Mathews runs in the 
Oakland County championship meet. 
Mathews finished 19th (20:15). 
Photo courtesy Cie Brown

Wilberding triplets lead girls cross country

    Placing second in County Championships October 10, 
2009, Seaholm’s Girls Cross Country team is having a won-
derful season. 
    With promising prospects freshmen Mallory, Audrey, and 
Tess Wilberding -- who all finished in the top 14 at the Oak-
land County Championships -- the cross country team has 
exceeded the expectations of their coach Jeffrey Devantier.
    “This year we have a great team,” said Devantier. “This is 
the first year that I’ve had a team this close. They are a group 
of great girls.”
      With four wins, including a meet against Groves, a West 
Bloomfield invite, an OAA Division 1 Jamboree, and a Mott 
invite under their belt, the cross country team is preparing to 
do well at the state meet with their top varsity runners. Con-
tenders for these spots include Cross Country captains Alex 
Matthews and Maggie O’Reilly-Treter.
    “Everybody on the team is really supportive and we all 
work hard together,” said Audrey Wilberding. “I think Alex 
Matthews is inspirational, she’s really good.”
   “[Matthews] is a very valuable captain, runner, and team-
mate,” said Devantier. “She has battled through injuries and 
always finishes off her seasons well.”

Junior quarterback Carly Signorello runs behind 
Mallory Smyk’s block. Photo by Sidney Krandall

Design by Lindsay Boeckl
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Varsity Football
Record: 2-6
Last Week: Won at West Bloomfield  13-7
This Week: Friday vs. Groves
Key Players: Jack Quigley, Keith Otterbein, Shawn 
Conway
Quote: “We started out slow, but everything is 
coming together and we are setting a good ex-
ample for next year,” said senior Tyler Kerstetter.

Junior Varsity Football
Record: 0-8
Last Week: Loss to West Bloomfield  28-0
This Week: Thursday at Groves
Key Players: John Glazier, Russell Frye, Kramer 
Schultz
Quote: “Hopefully Glazier will be back for the 
game this week,” said senior Jack Quigley

Freshman Football
Record: 2-6
Last Week: Won vs. West Bloomfield  32-16
This Week: Thursday at Groves
Key Players: Stephen Guenther, Dante Capicchioni, 
Sam Wilson
Quote: “The freshmen had a very solid win  last 
week, hopefully they can end on a two game win 
streak,” said senior Jack Quigley

Girls Varsity Swimming
Record: 8-0
Last Week: Won tri meet with Berkley and DCD, 
Won CK invite
This Week: against Groves
Key Swimmers: Calley Murphy, Maddie Nichols, 
Melanie Rogers
Quote: “The farther into the season we go, the 
stronger we get,” said junior Megan Smith

Boys Water Polo
Record: 1-4 in division
This Week: Districts on Friday and Saturday
Key Players: Jim Lafave, Matt Gallinger, James 
Held, Alex Wood
Quote: “We’re determined to win on Friday,” said 
senior James Held

Boys Varsity Soccer
Record: 1-12-3
Last Week: Loss at North Farmington: 3-2
This Week:  Districts
Key Players:  Mike Beck, Charlie Kelly, Matt 
Maertens
Quote: “It’s been tough, but we’ll do great in the 
playoffs,” said senior Mike Beck

Varsity Tennis
Record: 6-1
Last week: 5th place at Division II state champion-
ships
Key Players: Pietro Colombari, Graham Gettel, 
Bennett Thompson
Quote:  “States was a little bit of a letdown,” said 
senior Jake Drutchas

Sports Briefs
Football

Swimming 

Water Polo

Soccer

Tennis

Larry’s Lowdown

Tennis finishes fifth at States

Part of the No. 1 doubles team, senior Bennett Thompson advanced to the state finals but lost to Okemos.Photo by Charlie Carpenter

   With a league and a regional championship under their 
belt, the 2009 boys tennis team headed to states with high ex-
pectations. Finishing the weekend in fifth place, some were 
slightly thwarted.
   “Overall the team played well but we had the potential to 
play much better,” senior Jake Drutchas said. 
    Midland Dow, winners of the D-II state tournament fin-
ished with 30 points, 7 points ahead of the second place team.
   “We knew Midland Dow would be our toughest opponent 
this year because we had seen them in a smaller tournament 
earlier in the year,” said Assistant Coach Paul Young.
    Tennis is not meant to be played in 40 degree weather with 
a heavy wind but those were the conditions Seaholm and the 
rest of the Division II boy’s state tennis tournament had to 
overcome at the Canton Tennis Center. 

Eric Deacon
Staff Writer
Edeacon@seaholmhighlander.com

   As the great coach Vince 
Lombardi once said, “Win-
ning is not a sometime thing; 
it’s an all time thing. You 
don’t win once in a while, 
you don’t do things right once 
in a while, you do them right 
all the time. Winning is habit. 
Unfortunately, so is losing.” 
   Habits seem to be changing 
for the varsity football team. 
After six straight losses and 
thoughts of a defeated season, 

all was changed when the 
Maples won two in a row, 
and it couldn’t have come at 
a better time.

   Winning over said to be 
powerhouse West Bloomfield, and holding them just to sev-
en points, confidence literally blasted into the team. Although 
not being at the game myself, Facebook updates of “We did it 
and bring it Groves” gave me the sense of more of a winning 
team than a Lion-like football team.
   Ending the year against Groves couldn’t be a bigger event. 
Between the final seasons for seniors, or the end of the season 
and winning the season out, a 3-6 season can be looked at 
positively. Students are abuzz at school, which is a big im-
provement from fans being more interested in the balloons at 
the game than the team. 
   The expected talent is showing and glaring but not to be 
overlooked. Groves is strong itself, with nearly an identical 
record; they come off of a massive victory over Royal Oak. 
Players have been expecting a dirty game from Groves and 
Seaholm, so an Avalanche versus Red Wings rivalry game 
is in store.
   Next year the team moves down a division to play teams 
which are more at our level of play, not talent but play. The 
young team is just waiting for its chance. I see a 7-2 year sea-
son next year but I hope this doesn’t come across as a Fahr 
fetched idea.
  Now that the team is thinking more along the thoughts of 
winning and not how much we are going to lose by, all are 
expecting a win from the team. They are too, better yet a 
Bobby Boucher attitude seems to be held by the team, “Well, 
I like school, and I like football! And I’m gonna keep doin’ 
them both because they make me feel good!”

Alec Larry
Sports Columnist
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

Maples on a 
roll, eye win 
over Groves

    “Our team came together well as a team. Going into the 
weekend ranked sixth and coming out fifth, we did better 
than we expected,” said head coach Theresa Logar.
   Seaholm’s No. 1 doubles team of Bennett Thomson and 

Andrew Globe, pre-
formed remarkably well, 
beating the number one 
seed, Adam Jadun and T.J. 
Brogan of East Lansing in 
the Semi Finals but lost in 
the finals to Okemos High 
School. 

   “We did what we expected to do, we knew we had a good 
shot at getting to the finals but in the end Okemos came out to 
hard,” senior co-captain Bennett Thomson said.
    After coming off two straight years finishing as runners up 
in the Division II State Tournament in 2007 and 2008, the     
Seaholm boys tennis team had large shoes to fill.
     Seaholm’s No. 1 singles player Graham Gettel had a tough 
draw and was defeated by Harry Jadun, of East Lansing in 
the second round by the score of 6-3, 6-1. Jadun went on to 
win the tournament at No. 1 singles. 
   With another tough draw at No. 2 singles Pietro Colom-
bari lost in his third round match Will Jung of Battle Creek 
Lakeview.
    Seaholm’s No. 2 Doubles team of Jake Drutchas and Hank 
Carpenter thought they should have made it further as they 
lost a third round match to Groves. Drutchas and Carpenter 
had beaten Groves in Regionals a week earlier.
    Number four seed David Foreman, Seaholm’s No. 3 sin-
gles player made a third round exit, defeated by the fifth seed 
Billy Heckman of Portage Central.
    Seaholm’s No. 4 singles player Zade Alsawah lost a tough 
three set match (6-3,  3-6, 7-6) through a tie breaker in the 
semi-finals to David McGee of U of D.

League champ 
Maples unable 
to beat tough 
seeds, weather

Seaholm No. 1 sin-
gles player Graham 
Gettel volleys during 
his first round win. 
Gettel lost in the 
second round to 
eventual state cham-
pion Harry Jadun 
from East Lansing 
High School, 6-3, 6-1.
Photo by Charlie 
Carpenter

 The Seaholm girls golf team capped off an impressive 
season with a third place finish in the Division 2 state meet.
  While the team finished third, sophomore Essence Biggs 
recorded a second place finish as an individual, one stroke 
away from the win. Kim Dihn (Midland Dow), who was 
there with no teammates, finished as the top individual.
   Even though Biggs hoped to finish first, she was still content 
with second.
   “I fought hard to get second, so I was still proud,” said 
Biggs.
   Seaholm entered this meet as regional champions. A familiar 
position for the Maples, as they have won the regional meet 
for eight straight years. This year they won while shooting a 
record 325 as a team.
   “We’ve been a little spoiled these past couple years,” coach 
Leon Braisted said. 
   Luckily for Braisted, the girls have not taken this streak 
for granted. The team did not assume they would make it to 
States, repeating as state champions. They worked hard the 
entire year in pursuit of this goal.
   “My kids worked especially hard to try to duplicate, to try 
to repeat,” says Braisted.
    Unfortunately for the Maples, the Muskegon Mona Shores 
team stood in their way. After day one Seaholm was five 
shots behind Mona Shores, who was ranked number one in 
Division 2 heading into the state meet, and four shots behind 
second place Battle Creek Lakeview.
   The Maples shot a 685 for the two day meet, behind 
Lakeview’s 681, and Mona Shores 666.
    Braisted was very happy with his team’s performance. All 
the girls shot what he expected. 
    “I’m satisfied, tickled pink,” said Braisted, “Any time you 
can finish in the top 3, that’s not bad at all.”
  He was especially happy with their performances 
considering the 
weather conditions 
in East Lansing: 
Heavy winds and 
cold temperatures.
   The third hole 
proved especially 
difficult. With out of 
bounds and hazards 
galore in addition to 
the weather, it was 
difficult to hit the par 
five.
    “It [Hole 3] had out 
of bounds to the left 
and hazards to right. 
The weather didn’t 
help either,” said 
Norris.
     The weather 

conditions, combined with the long course at Forest Akers 
East golf course, influenced the strategy of the team. Picking 
the right club in such windy conditions was a tricky task.
    “The only way you could score was by your short game, 
getting chips close and making putts,” Biggs said.
   Competing as an individual, while also competing for a 
team, may have affected Biggs’ strategy as well. Playing on 
a team can take away from the aggressiveness of the putts an 
individual uses.
    “It changes the complexity of what you are 
trying to do as opposed to being there individually,” 

Braisted said.
   Having a team there was certainly a benefit. A major 
component of the teams’ success was the cohesiveness of the 
girls. When one player was having a bad day, the rest of the 
team made sure to lift up her spirits.
    “We were able to lift each other up,” said Biggs.“I’m proud 
of my team.”

Miss Biggs Shot
Golf team finishes 3rd as 
soph sensation misses 
state title by stroke
Jesse Frank
Deputy Sports Editor
Jfrank@seaholmhighlander.com

ABOVE: Sophomore Essence Biggs lines up a putt on 
the practice green. Biggs finished second to Midland 
Dow’s Kim Dihn in the MHSAA Division II tournament.  
LEFT: Two Seaholm golfers brave the 40 degree weather 
before teeing off.  Photos courtesy Ali Restaino.

Sarah Norris, Elyse Jackson, Sophie Hardig, Essence Biggs and Ali Restaino at the state tournement

Check us out online:
www.seaholmhighlander.com
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