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   Lugging a backpack full of books, notebooks, binders 
and pencils from class to class has become a fact of high 
school life.
   Backpacks could become much lighter in the near fu-
ture, though, thanks to an initiative proposed by mem-
bers of Seaholm’s faculty to adopt new devices such as 
iPads into the classroom. 
   Proponents of the initiative hope to use iPads and oth-
er devices as replacements for textbooks and notebooks. 
   Flex and English teacher David Reed-Nordwall is one 
of the foremost supporters of the plan. He advocates that 
integrating technology into the learning process will cul-
tivate a more informed student. 
    “It’s not necessarily the iPad,” Reed-Nordwall said. 
“It’s the concept of the iPad. The theory is, every kid 
needs connectivity.   The dream of the iPad is that every 
student, on their desk and in their own environment, 
can connect simultaneously to their interest, what they 
want to inquire about, and the information that is out 
there and accessible.”
   The iPad and other “tablet” devices could also play a 
role in math and science courses. The textbooks offered 
in these classes are available online and are therefore ac-
cessible through the iPad. 

   Math Department Head Carol Pinneo recently pur-
chased an iPad and said that they have the potential to 
change classroom experiences. 
    “I think it has the potential to really revolutionize the 
way we’re operating in our classrooms,” Pinneo said. “I 
know that Seaholm is looking at putting together kind 
of a task force with members from each department to 
look at how we could use the iPads in the classroom and 
for instruction. But we’re learning too, and you know 
we’re hoping that maybe students would be a part of this 
task force as well.”
   Reed-Nordwall praised the iPad’s ability to lesson stu-
dents’ loads. 
    “The iPad I’m holding in my hand right now has 
thirty books in it, has ten newspapers, and has so far a 
hundred essays I’ve written,” Reed-Nordwall said. “It’s 
smaller than a sheet of paper, and a half an inch thick, 
and weighs about a pound and a half. Take all those ma-
terials, put them in a backpack, and what do you have? 
You’re talking three backpacks, compared to the iPad. It’s 
automatically, visually, obviously simpler, more stream-
lined.”
   Recent research supports the view that reading on elec-
tronic devices can help students connect to their mate-
rial.  
   A study conducted by Scholastic Corporation in con-
junction with Quinley Research and Harrison Group 

   After visiting politicians’ campaign headquarters, most 
AP Government students got five points of extra credit. 
Senior Allie Provost, however, was featured on national 
television. 
   Provost, eight other seniors, AP Government teacher 
Ben Harwood and Harwood’s teaching assistant John 
Lund were interviewed by C-SPAN Multi-Platform 
Video Journalist Debbie Lamb about the upcoming 
election. 
   “I felt like my message kind of got out,” Provost said. 
“And what my opinions [are] on government and the 
election in November.”
   Provost visited Republican Congressional candidate 
Rocky Raczkowski’s campaign office to get yard signs, 
where she talked to Raczkowski’s wife, Amalia, about 
her AP Government class. Amalia then told Rocky and 
Lamb about Provost.
   “I went to Rocky’s campaign office,” Provost said. “And 
I introduced myself and asked for signs for extra credit 
for AP Gov and a whole series of events occurred and 
someone from C-SPAN called me and asked if she could 
come to school and interview people.”

   Lamb heard about Harwood’s AP Government class 
and asked if she could interview first-time voters in his 
class. 
   “I found out that Ben had conducted a mock elec-
tion here at Seaholm High School, and I happened to be 
at Rocky Raczkowski’s…office,” Lamb said. “Someone 
had come in and I thought it would be great to find 
out...what issues that are important to [first time voters] 
and why.”
   Provost visited Raczkowski’s campaign office on 
Wednesday, October 6. The next day, Lamb called and 
asked if she could come to Seaholm.
   “I knew about it,” Provost said. “But I didn’t know it 
was going to be [that soon].”
   Lamb asked each student their thoughts on Washing-
ton, what they would like to see the federal government 

do, what issues were most important to them, how the 
economy affected them and if they planned to vote in 
the election.
   Students expressed concern over everything from un-
employment to health care, and Provost said that being 
in AP Government has helped their understanding of 
politics. 
   “It just kind of makes you aware of what’s going on in 
Washington,” Provost said. “When you’re not in AP Gov 
or a government class in general, you’re not really aware. 
I didn’t know what a grant or a mandate was before this.”
   During her interview, senior Kelly Stacy said that the 
drinking age should be lowered, prompting further 
questioning from Lamb. Emily Gordy
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Senior Allie Provost discusses the economy with C-SPAN video journalist Debbie Lamb.   Photo by Sidney Krandall

C-SPAN comes to Seaholm
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AP Government 
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national television
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surveyed over a thousand six to 17-year-olds this past 
spring. The report on their findings, released September 
29, found that 57 percent of nine-to-17-year-olds would 
be interested in reading books on a digital device. 
   The study also found that, of those surveyed, 33 per-
cent would read more books for fun if they had greater 
access to eBooks compatible with electronic devices. 
   The findings also indicated, however, that eBooks 
should not be a replacement for traditional print media. 
    “Two in three children say they will always want to 
read books printed on paper even though there are eB-
ooks available,” the study said. “Kids who already have 
experience reading eBooks are just as likely as kids who 
have not had experience eReading to agree.” 
   Many students argue that if iPads and other devices 
are allowed, they would be more distracting then engag-
ing. With Apple’s App Store, students have access to a 
vast number of games and other applications that could 
draw them away from what’s happening in the class-
room. The iPad also comes installed with Safari, Apple’s 
web browser. 
   Junior Sam Corey said that putting the entire internet 
at students’ fingertips during class would be too tempt-
ing to resist.
    “I think that people are too consumed with Facebook 

SEE iPad / Pg. 2

Teachers like David Reed-Nordwall say that iPads could revolutionize classrooms and serve as replacements to textbooks and notebooks.        Photoillustration by Simon Schuster

   Usually at this time during the school year, stories 
of stolen phones, iPods, wallets, and keys are floating 
around Seaholm’s hallways. This year, however, those 
voices seem to have been muted.
   According to Principal Terry Piper, the number of 
reported thefts thus far can be counted on one hand.
   “Since we started school, I can think of four or five 
[thefts] that I know of,” Piper said.
   Birmingham Public Schools Police Liaison Ron Hal-
crow echoed this sentiment.
   “There are very few [thefts] to report that I’ve 
received,” Halcrow said. “[There have been] one or two 
this year. I can only think maybe of a couple, but there’s 
been no suspects and nothing much to follow up on at 
this point with the one or two of them I have had.”
   There was one incident recently, however, involving 
the boys’ water polo team.
   “Addison Williams--a sophomore on the team--had 
his phone stolen, and several people have gotten money 
taken,” senior Matt Maniaci said.
   Williams’ iPhone was taken from the weight room 
while he was practicing.
   “[My phone was stolen] during my water polo prac-
tice,” Williams said. “It was with my stuff in the weight 
room. It wasn’t out in the open or anything.”
   Maniaci agreed that the majority of the thefts oc-
curred while the team’s belongings were out of their 
sight.
   “It happened during practices, not during games,” 
Maniaci said. “We practice from 4:30 to 7:30 every day. 
We’re normally doing weights and stuff from 4:30 to 
5:30, and we’re in the pool until 7:30. It’s been happen-
ing while we’re in the pool.”
   Williams said that his phone wasn’t the only one 
taken that day.
   “I heard that two phones were stolen that day before 
mine, and I know one of them was an iPhone,” Wil-
liams said.
   Though Williams did not personally file a police 
report or tell an administrator, he said that a teammate 
of his did, but no further action has been taken.
   On the other hand, the girls swim team has experi-
enced far fewer thefts this year than in the past.
   Senior co-captain Meghan Smith has had two phones 
stolen in the past, but has not heard of any thefts this 
year.
   “This year I haven’t [heard of any thefts],” Smith said. 
“We had a lot of people break in last year. The entire 
boys swim team got their cell phones stolen. There was 
a girl on the water polo team who had $80 stolen. I got 
my cell phone stolen, and the year before that I had my 
cell phone stolen. And I filed a police report that day, 
but they never followed through on anything.”
   Smith thinks part of the reason may be the effort to 
keep possessions locked up.
   “Basically everyone has a locker this year,” Smith said. 
“If not, they share a locker with someone else, or just 
don’t bring anything worth stealing unless it’s locked in 
a locker.”
   Halcrow, however, is prepared for thefts to become 
more common.
   “Almost every school year the number [of thefts] will 
pick up exponentially,” Halcrow said. 
   Piper described the steps that are taken when a stu-
dent reports a possession missing.
   “The first thing we do is we sit with the student who 
had something stolen,” Piper said. “[We] find out 
exactly what was taken, what day, and what time of 
day. One of the key questions is was it locked up. I’d 
say about 9 times out of ten, the student says, kind of 
sheepishly, ‘No, I didn’t have a lock up, I had it in my 
bag on the floor or on the bench.’”
   The student is also asked if they have any knowledge 
that may help advance the search.
   “Then we also ask the student do you have any 
ideas, have you heard anybody talking about it,” Piper 
said. “Let’s say somebody loses a cell phone- have you 
heard anybody talking about a cell phone that looks 

Administration: 
Number of thefts 
down from last year
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   In the September 24 issue of the Highlander, the drug 
K2 was reported to be legal. On Thursday, September 
30, however, K2 was banned in the state of Michigan, 
according to Granholm spokesperson Liz Boyd.
   “The governor felt strongly that banning K2 was go-
ing to help protect the state’s population,” Boyd said.
   In an interview with reporter Will Schmidt in 
the September 24 issue of the Highlander, Health 
Education Supervisor for the Oakland County Health 
Division Karen Ciprianik said that side effects may be 
serious.
   “K2 follows addiction patterns of traditional can-
nabis,” Ciprianik said. “Users can experience an intense 
high as well as panic attacks, vomiting, hallucinations, 
pale skin, severe agitation, seizures and elevated heart 
rates and, of course, the possibility of addiction exists.”
   Health risks were the governor’s main concern when 
contemplating the law.
   “[Granholm] believes that the synthetic [substance] 
poses a significant risk to the health and safety of the 
residents of Michigan, and that’s why she was very sup-
portive of the law and therefore signed it as well.”

By Natalie Wright

Granholm signs anti-K2 law
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   “It was really nerve-wracking and I was kind of at a loss 
for words, mumbling,” Stacy said. “But overall I think it 
was really fun.”
  Lamb said that C-SPAN liked the videos, but added that 
not all of them will be used. At press time, she did not 
know when the videos would air. 
   Voter turnout for young adults is often low, but Provost 
stressed the importance of voting as a teen.
   “We are the future voters of America,” Provost said. “If 
we don’t vote in the future, who else is going to vote?”
   Lamb agreed, saying that C-SPAN aims to give po-
tential voters with the information they need to make a 
decision.
   “What we try to do at C-SPAN is provide you with 
enough information,” Lamb said. “Which is why we’re 
profiling [the 9th District Congressional] race, so that 
you can think for yourself about what you need to go 
into that voting booth.”
   The 9th District Congressional race between Racz-
kowski and Democratic incumbent Gary Peters is one of 
a number of important races, according to Lamb.
    “This is one of many races that are considered key toss-
up races,” Lamb said. “What we’d like to do is give our 
viewers a perspective from both sides of the campaigns 
and also talk with reporters about giving us a background 
of the race.”

that looks like yours, or do you have any 
reason to believe that a certain person 
might be involved? Because we always 
say to students, if you have anything we 
can go on at all, we’ll work our best to 
follow up on the lead, and see if we can’t 
track it down.”
   Both Piper and Halcrow stressed that 
better camera systems would greatly 
improve the odds of catching the guilty 
parties.
   “[Cameras] are valuable because they’ve 
been functional and valuable in other 
schools,” Halcrow said. “We were able 
to close a big case a couple of years ago 
based on cameras that were in Madison 
Heights High School. We were able to 
identify suspects on those cameras that 
were in the spots at the right time and 
turned on, and solved our cases well.”
   Piper agrees that cameras could be the 
difference between a solved case and an 
open one, but the current placements of 
the cameras are not where they need to 

   Facebook and fantasy football sites as it is,” Corey said. 
“I don’t think that students are responsible enough for 
iPads.”
   Mr. Reed-Nordwall views this concern as a non-issue. 
    “Prove to me that my students sitting there with no 
games, no cell phone, no computer, are not distracted 
and I’ll agree with you, but I would argue they are dis-
tracted,” Reed-Nordwall said. “They’re doodling, they’re 
daydreaming…If you give kids parameters, hold them 
accountable to the parameter, and give them real class 
work, things that are really engaging and interesting and 
demanding, and then move around the class and work 
with them, I don’t think you’re going to find any more 
problem then you already have with kids being distract-
ed.” 
   Exactly how the faculty would move their classrooms 
into the digital era has yet to be determined. If the district 
were to allocate the funds necessary to distribute devices 
among the students, the estimated cost would be over 
half a million dollars for Seaholm alone. The other op-
tion is to simply allow the use of students’ own tablets 
and laptops in the classroom.
   Reed-Nordwall places his motives more towards ad-
equately arming his students for the future. 
   “What I’m saying is, these things exist in the kid’s 
lives already,” Reed-Nordwall said. “It’s the world they’re 
growing up into, I don’t care what century in, I would 
like them to be prepared for the century that they’re step-
ping into … instead of just swallowing a certain amount 
of information.”

iPad cont. from front page CSPAN cont. from front page

   The Seaholm Leadership class went on a field trip to 
Carstens Elementary School to help the students learn 
and build outdoor facilities.
   “It allowed the students to interact and do something,” 
leadership teacher Robin Moten said.
   The visit was broken up into four different groups.

be.
   “I had cameras in my other high 
schools were I was principal, and they 
were very effective,” Piper said. Where 
they were effective in my other schools 
was if you had one right outside the 
boys’ locker room and right outside the 
girls’ locker room.”
   Halcrow also emphasized the impor-
tance of cameras by the locker rooms.
   “[The cameras] are not positioned in 
the areas where they’re going to do me 
the most good, that will do the school 
the most good, and whoever’s going to 
follow up on it,” Halcrow said. “That’s 
by the locker rooms. That’s where the 
most need is if we’re going to be able 
to contact the individuals responsible. 
That’s where those cameras need to be, 
not in some area where we don’t have 
any thefts.”
   Neither of them thinks that the cam-
eras the school have now are sufficient.
   “I don’t think they’ll make a huge dif-
ference because they’re not in the build-
ing,” Piper said. “They’re just right at the 
entrances.”

   Halcrow echoed the same concern, 
and wondered why people in the district 
are so against the cameras.
   “If people are worried about their 
privacy rights, then you wouldn’t have 
cameras outside either,” Halcrow said, 
“But when it comes 
into the [school], 
people seem to 
have a problem 
with that. It seems 
hypocritical to me. 
If you want some-
thing done, than 
you’re going to put 
the tools in there 
so we can do some-
thing with them. As 
a law enforcement 
official, I totally 
support those in 
common areas and 
the areas where the 
crime is happen-
ing.”
   Piper also doesn’t 
understand the con-

cern involving the cameras. He believes 
the safety benefits far outweigh all other 
aspects.
   “If I had a camera in the hallway out-
side, I would know who came and went 
during that period,” Piper said. “To 

me, it would seem that students would 
like to have that. But there was a con-
cern about it, I’m not quite sure why, a 
couple years ago, so the board didn’t ap-
prove of them. I think it was a mistake, 
because I’m in favor of them.”

cont. from front page

Leadership Class Helps Build the Community

Seniors Blake 
McGregor and Matt 
Roden get help from 
Detroit elementary 
school students while 
building raised flower 
beds. 
Photo courtesy of 
Leadership teacher 
Robin Moten.

Junior John Glazier sits with a Carstens elementary school student while doing 
community service.              Photo courtesy of Leadership teacher Robin Moten.

Make your voice heard:
letters@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Sydney Wolf helps a student build a bench at Carstens elementary in Detroit.            Photo courtesy of Leadership teacher Robin Moten.

Thefts

   Senior Ben Bianchini led a team of students who built 
the benches and raised garden-beds. Senior Allison Bell 
was in charge of an interactive game called Gold Rush. 
Junior Timmy Christensen taught a science lesson to 
the elementary students. Junior Kellie Howe set up a 
scavenger hunt for the students.
   Moten believes that helping children is something 
everyone should do. 
   “The more you reach out and help kids, the better you 
are,” Moten said.

Jeffrey Butler
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com
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Should Seaholm use iPads?
“Our school is struggling with 
keeping  janitors. I think we 

should get more money 
before we bring new 

technology in to our school.” 

“They would be good for 
English. You could have all 
your books on it and type 

papers on it.“

“We could use them for 
everything. iPads can do 

everything.” 

“We can get all of our books 
on it and we wouldn’t need 

backpacks.” 

- Senior Carly Signerello

- Junior Neal Page

-Sophomore Jacqueline Mee

-Freshman Bryce Shanaman 
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Letter to the Editor:

   The iPad has taken the world by 
storm, and has become a fixture in 
the workplace, but might be moving 
into the schools.
 Seaholm has 
begun discussions 
about making the 
iPad apart of our 
everyday lives at 
Seaholm.
   Though this is far 
away from actually 
happening, people 
are already voicing 
their opinions. 
The question isn’t 
whether iPads are a great source of 
technology, but whether they will 
truly be beneficial in the school.
   Supporters say that iPads are a great 
source of information, and would 
give students an endless amount of 
resources.
   In an ideal world, that would be 
enough to get the tablets in school, 
but the administration needs to be 
realistic.
   Along with all the access to 
information that an iPad has, it also 
has access to many distractions.

 If you’ve ever held an iTouch, 
you know that all the fun games 
and interesting applications are 
extremely addicting. 
   Now imagine taking that iTouch, 
increase the size six or seven times, 
and make it apart of every single 

class. See the problem?
   We can hope that every student 
will do their work efficiently, but its 
safe to say  some kids would find 
Madden 2011 more interesting than 
your basic reading assignment.
   Not only will iPads be distracting, 
but the risk of giving every kid their 
own personal $600 “text book” 
would be high.
   Even if every student took perfect 
care of their iPads, the fact that one 
student could cost the school a 

minimum of  $600 is absurd. 
   The initial first proposed plan 
would implement the iPads into the 
Flex program.
   There are roughly 200 students in 
the Flex program. Giving an iPad to 
each kid would cost the school over 

$100,000.
 The distract is forced 
to make countless 
budget cuts each year, 
so Seaholm doesn’t 
necessarily have the 
$100,000 to throw 
down on Apple 
products.
   You can drop a 
textbook hundreds of 
times without breaking 

it. Dropping an iPad once would 
probably do the trick to destroy it.
  Whether the issue is money, the 
risk of breaking them, or distractions 
with iPads, they seem to bring a lot 
of problems.
   Textbooks have worked for years, 
and there is no need to replace them.
    iPads are exciting, useful and are 
an amazing source of information, 
but the consequences and risk of 
having them would far outweigh 
any upside.

iPads: cons outweigh pros

There are roughly 200 
students in the Flex program. 
Giving an iPad to each kid would 
cost the school over $100,000. 

Highlander Editorial

Highlander -

   I read your article concerning the 
installation of cameras at Seaholm, 
and I would like to say that I am 
appalled by the entire situation. 
Primarily, I don’t believe that high 
schools need security cameras. In-
stead of trying to express to students 
that stealing is wrong, the admin-
istration is using a scare tactic. Sec-
ond, spending $212,421 that the 
school district doesn’t have seems 
wasteful and unnecessary. I don’t 
want money that should go towards 
my education being put into a proj-
ect that I had no input in. Third, 
the administration snuck the cam-
eras in without alerting parents, or 
students. Does that deed go unpun-
ished? My privacy and education are 
being harmed by these cameras. I go 
to school to learn, not to be on Can-
did Camera.

Kit Kuhne
Seaholm Junior

new cameras 
are costly and 
unneccessary



Class of 2014
Class Advisor: 

Mr. Wicker
Co-Chairs: 

Olivia Darany, 
Shane Mcpartlin,

Kaitlyn Pike
Song Tune: 

“I’ll Make a Man Out of You” 
(Mulan)

Floor Show Themes:
Dr. Phyllis’problem solving

Tug MVP: 
Jennifer Kendall,
Carl Marback
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Led by Laura Stanley, the first Senior $wag march group fist pumps 
their way across the gymnasium floor.     Photo by Sidney Krandall.

Class of 2011
Class Advisor: 

Ms. Gerlach
Co-Chairs: 

Nicole Sarvis, 
Caroline Held
Song Tune: 

“Cooler Than Me”
(Mike Posner)

Floor Show Theme: 
Scrapbook of memories.

Tug MVP: 
Cyndia Robinson, 

Hunter Luikart

Class of 2012
Class Advisor:
 Mrs. DeBoer
Co-Chairs: 
Jamie Hinz, 

Gabby Rodrigues
Song Tune: 

“Tomorrow/It’s a Hard Knock Life”
(Annie)

Floor Show Theme:
 Juniors in detention.

Tug MVP:
 Chelsea Abbott, 
Jordan Costello

Class of 2013
Class Advisor: 
Mrs. Whitehead

Co-Chairs: 
Mackenzie Grout, 
Kendall Tamler

Song Tune:
 “I’m a Star”

(Jeremih)
Floor Show Theme:
 A play off Glee.

Tug MVP: 
Lexie Hamilton, 
Daniel Simon

SEEING STARS

Two 
freshman 
3-legged 
racers 
hustle to 
the finish 
line, trying 
to outrun 
their 
sophomore 
opponents.
Photo by 
Simon 
Schuster. 

(TOP) Sophomores shine in 
their march. (RIGHT) Junior 
Nick Resnick shows his school 
spirit before rushing the floor. 
(LEFT) Seniors turn their swag 
on for the judges.
Photos by Sidney Krandall and 

Simon Schuster. 

(LEFT) The sophomore girls’ tug team pull their way to victory over the fresh-
men. (TOP) A freshman sack racer hops across the floor while the rest of his 
class cheers him on.

Photos by Sidney Krandall and Simon Schuster. 

All eyes were on the Sophomore Celebrities
as they took home their first Field Day 
trophy after beating the freshmen 90-66. 
The seniors capped off their final year with  
a victory as well, beating the juniors 87-65.

by Taylor Stinson and Emily Gordy
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Students leave Seaholm 
to pursue art careers

Gold rimmed aviators, a 40 year 
old mustache, and a walkie talkie holstered 
on his hip, the new parking lot attendant 
Charles “Chip” Gorman looks over 
Seaholm’s 1300 students.
   Gorman’s face may be a familiar one; He 
has worked for Birmingham Public Schools 
for several years. He was on the custodial 
and maintenance staff for the past nine years 
and helped coach Seaholm’s cross country 
team. He attended Michigan State.
 Gorman replaced former parking lot 
attendant Doreen Moore. Moore retired at 
the end of the last school year.
 “There were a number of applicants,” 
principal Terry Piper said. “We were looking 
for a person with strong work ethic and the 

Chip Gorman sits in his car and watches as students 
leave the parking lot. Photo by Simon Schuster

right personality. We thought Chip had the 
right characteristics.”
   A parking lot attendant observes all students 
entering and leaving the campus grounds for 
security purposes. Other tasks include being 
a messenger for office staff  by receiving 
and delivering messages to people all over 
the campus grounds and issuing tickets 
to students  violating parking rules such 
as illegal parking, parking pass violations, 
underclassmen parking, and public safety 
violations.
  Gorman also monitors underclassmen 
trying to sneak out to lunch. Freshmen and 
sophomores keep a wary eye out for Chip.
   “I’ve caught one sophomore and chased 
a freshman back into the school,” Gorman 
said.
  Gorman also has to deal with the abundance 
of car accidents that occur in the student lot.  

Left and Below: Field day charity volunteers take a break 
from loading donated food into the Gleaner’s truck.
Right: Maddy Weinert’s garage is where the sophomores 
and seniors stored donated food in the weeks leading up 
to field day.
Photos courtesy of Cheryl Shettel

Austin Filbin
Staff Writer
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

Will Schmidt
Staff Writer
Wschmidt@seaholmhighlander.com

Remarkable Reunion

Three Seaholm students 
have decided to permanently leave 
Seaholm and learn in different, 
independent methods.
  After being in Birmingham Public 
Schools for 11 years juniors Carly 
Grushko, Meg Grow and Chas 
Chapman started taking alternative 
learning programs.    
  However, Grushko is the only one 
that has decided 
to take the 
homeschooling 
education route.
  “Right now 
I am doing 
four hours of 
homeschooling, 
four days a 
week,” Grushko 
said. “I’m also 
doing four art 
classes a week.”
 Grushko 
says that the 

homeschooling 
program is an 
“ i n d e p e n d e n t 
learning” program 
taught by her mom, Kim Haveraneck.
  “[Seaholm] just wasn’t right for 
Carly,” Haveraneck said, “I think this 
sort of self-governing curriculum is 
better suited for her.”
   According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau her future may be significantly 
impacted by this decision. The U.S. 
Census Bureau states that “on average, 
high school dropouts earn $19,000 
a year” when “high school graduates 
earn $28,000 a year on average.”
   The phrasing of the word “drop-
out”, however, was not a phrase that 
Chapman was quite satisfied with.
“I wouldn’t necessarily call what we are 
doing ‘dropping out’,” Chapman said, 
“It’s more like a change of learning. I 

   Searching for a friendly face, unaware that her 
future would awaken echoes from her past, junior 
Erin O’Donnell stepped into 
the Media Center to join her AP 
Literature class. 
    She had moved to Birmingham 
from England just three weeks 
before. 
    Busy with her group assignment, 
senior Darcy Hackert smiled 
at Erin with no idea of the past 
connections they shared.

   “I was new 
to the class 
that day,” said 
O ’ D o n n e l l . 
“We were 
talking about 
whether beauty 
was cultural, 
and I said 
something about, ‘Oh, when I 
used to live in Japan…”
    “…people stood in the shade 

to keep their skin pale,’” finished 
Hackert. “And I was like, oh, you 
lived in Japan?”
    Disbelief written on her face, 

Hackert explained that she had lived in Hiroshima 
and attended the international school. 
   “I was near Peace Park,” Hackert said.
   “Oh my gosh –so was I!” gasped O’Donnell.
    It was at that moment that the girls realized 
they were long-lost friends. Hackert was five and 
O’Donnell was four during the year of overlap their 
families both spent in Hiroshima.
    “I remember an Erin… It was so weird,” Hackert 
said. “We were in the same class! We went to H.I.S., 
Hiroshima International School, so it was Japanese 
and American. A lot of the Japanese kids went there 
so they could go to America later on [for college].”
   O’Donnell’s mother, Mary O’Donnell, was 

thrilled with her daughter’s 
discovery. 
   “The girls used to play 
together. They were in 
the same classroom,” 
O’Donnell said. Her 
husband was working for 
Mazda when he took an 
assignment in Japan from 
1997 to 1999.
    Hackert’s father, Paul 
Hackert, was working 
for Ford when he and his 
family moved to Japan in 
1998. 

   “I was asked to take 
an assignment as Chief 
Program Engineer 
in Hiroshima,” Paul 
Hackert said. 
   The O’Donnells and 
Hackerts met through 
an expatriate group of 
54 American families 
living in the Hiroshima 
area, working primarily 
for Ford and Mazda. 
   “Many would get 

together for holidays 
like Thanksgiving,” Paul 
Hackert said. 
   Both families have 
traveled widely. During 
the Hackerts’ years overseas, they visited Australia, 

Thailand, Singapore, South Africa, England and 
France. 
   “It’s really given our kids a love of traveling and 
a willingness to live anywhere,” Paul Hackert said.
   After their years in Japan, the O’Donnells moved 
to Pennsylvania, California, and England before 
coming to Birmingham in September. 
   Separated for over a decade, Darcy Hackert and 
Erin O’Donnell are already finishing each other’s 
sentences. Although they are in different grades at 
Seaholm, the girls’ friendship continues to grow as 
they reminisce about the past and attend AP classes 
together.
   Learning of the girls’ remarkable discovery, both 
families were surprised and pleased. 
   “I was just delighted to find that out and 
immediately got a hold of her mother,” Mary 
O’Donnell said. “It was great. We had a nice 
reunion after the football game on Friday. It was a 
lot of fun to figure out what everyone’s been doing 
for the last ten years.”

O’Donnell, age 4 
Photo courtesy 
Hiroshima 
International School 
yearbook

Hackert, age 5. 
Photo courtesy 
Hiroshima 
International 
School yearbook

After ten years and 
thousands of miles, two 
long lost friends 
reconnect in AP Lit class
Kayla Murrish
Deputy News Editor
Kmurrish@seaholmhighlander.com

O’Donnell and Hackert in Mrs. Hall’s AP Lit class, where they reunited after ten years. 
Photo by Kayla Murrish

  The tagline to David Fincher’s 
new film The Social Network 
reads “You don’t get to 500 
million friends without making 
a few enemies.” 
   It’s doubtful though, that The 
Social Network will have any 
enemies.
   The film depicts the creation of 
Facebook, and, more specifically, 
its co-founder Mark Zuckerberg, 
played by Jesse Eisenberg 
(Zombieland). 
   The movie opens with 
Zuckerberg on a date with Erica 
Albright, played by Rooney 
Mara (Youth in Revolt). Eating 
at a local bar, Zuckerberg tries 
to make conversation, but talks 
more at Albright than with her. 
He can only talk about joining 
prestigious clubs at Harvard, 
and how it would benefit them 
both, because she could be 
seen at these clubs with him. 
Albright tells Zuckerberg off 
and leaves. Zuckerberg then 
runs across campus back to his 
dorm and blogs about Albright 
and her flaws, all while making a 
website called Facesmash, which 
compares every girl at Harvard. 
Zuckerberg gets in trouble for 
this site, but it puts his name on 
the street.
   Three upperclassmen Tyler 
and Cameron Winklevoss (both 
played by Armie Hammer), 
and Divya Narendra (played 
by Max Minghella) approach 
Zuckerberg about helping 
them make a website called The 
Harvard Connection, a social 
network connecting all Harvard 
students. Zuckerberg agrees to 
help, then runs to find his best 
friend Eduardo Saverin (Andrew 
Garfield), telling him he wants 
to start a social network website. 
They make Facebook together, 
with the help of a few other 
roommates of theirs. 
   As Facebook grows, so do 
Zuckerberg and Saverin. 
Facebook spreads to numerous 
colleges, including Stanford. In 
California, Napster founder Sean 
Parker (Justin Timberlake, Alpha 
Dog), notices the website and sets 
up a meeting with Zuckerberg 
and Saverin. At this meeting 
Parker blows Zuckerberg away 
with his suave sense of the world. 
Zuckerberg moves the company 
to California, while Saverin stays 
at Harvard. Parker puts Facebook 
on the map and becomes closer 
to Zuckerberg. Saverin then 
comes to visit, and Zuckerberg 
pushes him out of the company.  
  The movie interweaves both 
the past and the present, 
flashing back and forth between 
Facebook’s creation and the 
subsequent lawsuits. Eisenberg 
does a great job of playing the 
socially estranged Zuckerberg. 
Timberlake – yes, Timberlake 
– turns in an award-worthy 
performance, capturing perfectly 
the vibe of Parker, a man brilliant 
enough to stick with Zuckerberg, 
but often his own worst enemy.  
 Fincher (Fight Club) and 
screenwriter Aaron Sorkin (TV’s 
The West Wing) take what could 
have been a simple topic of a 
website and turn The Social 
Network into an edge-of-your-
seat adventure that defines a 
generation.

4 stars, rated PG-13 for sexual 
content, drug and alcohol use and 
language.

Jesse Eisenberg, left, and 
Joseph Mazzello  in Colum-
bia Pictures’ “The Social 
Network.”  © 2010 Columbia 
Tristar Marketing Group, Inc. All 
rights reserved.

Social 
Triumph

Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com

Facebook movie 
captures a 
generation

You’ll like this.

wasn’t comfortable in a public schools 
system, being the only gay kid and all. I 
felt like I was constantly being judged.”
 The program is called Lincoln 
Interactive (not affiliated with BPS’ 
Lincoln Alternative School), and is run 
completely online. It is a free program 
that monitors the amount of time you 
log-on each week.
   “The program is just like school,” 
Chapman explains, “but instead of 
teachers you get text to read and to study. 
If you have questions on any of the 
material you are able to e-mail a teacher 
and ask any questions that you have.” 
The program’s website claims to have 
over 250 courses and that the program 
provides students with an innovative, 
effective educational experience while 
utilizing state-of-the-art technology. 
  Chapman said that instead of being 
told what classes to take, it allows you 
to set-up a completely “independent 
personalized schedule”. For Chapman, 
the online schooling system works much 
better for him than public schools.     
   However Chapman warns that the 
program is only for the “self-driven.”
   “You have to sign on four to five times 
a week,” Chapman says “And there 
are tests and quizzes, just like normal 
schooling, so you really can’t fall behind 
on your work or it only affects you 
negatively.” 
  Chapman said that the program offers 
a variety of classes.
 “[There is] even a photography class, 
just as good as the one at Seaholm.” 
Chapman said. 
   There are also certain requirements 
students need to fill, just like in a public 

school system.
   “Chas and I are 
taking all the same 
classes,” Grow said. 
“We want to get all of 
our requirements out 
of the way, so we can do 
a bunch of cool classes 
senior year [of the 
program].”
 Brian Flatter was 
Chapman’s counselor at 
Seaholm and described 
Chapman as “a very 
smart and capable” 
student. Flatter shows 
confidence in Chas but 
has a different view on 
dropping out.

  “Dropping out is truly not what I 
would hope for any of my students,” 
Flatter said. “We in counseling have not 
only learned how much dropping out 
affects your salary but most employers 
consider it [dropping out] a minimum 
requirement.”
   Still Grushko, Chapman, and Grow 
believe that, despite the advice from 
counselors and statistics, they made the 
right decision.
  “[The online program] is much better 
for me,” Chapman said. “I don’t regret 
it at all.”
   Grushko couldn’t help but agree.
  “Yeah,” Grushko said. “Regret 
nothing.” 

Meg Grow. Photo from 2010 Piper 
Yearbook.

Chaz Chapman and Carly Grushko. 
Photo from 2010 Piper Yearbook.

   “At lunch one time I 
was turning and hit a 
parked car,” senior Kelly 
Stacey said. “Chip helped 
me out and calmed 
my nerves. Everything 
worked out okay.”
  Parking lot attendants 
also have access to a high-
tech camera system that 
allows them to zoom 
in on any one point in 
the lot. The high image 
quality makes identifying 
license plates much easier. 
   Gorman has the 
charisma with Seaholm’s 
students and is looking forward to future 
years as an attendant.

Seaholm welcomes new parking lot attendant
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   The Senior All Night Party committee is hosting a fundraiser at 
Max & Erma’s on Thursday, November 11. 
   In order to participate, diners must take the fundraiser flyer be-
low to Max & Erma’s at any time during the day, and 20 percent 
of the total sales will go toward the All Night Party. 
   The flyer can also be found in Seaholm’s AP office and on the 
Seaholm website. 
   The All Night Party is Seaholm’s annual post-graduation event 
for seniors. It depends solely on fundraising, so committee mem-
ber Janie Kelly stressed the importance of the Max & Erma’s 
fundraiser.
   “The All Night Party relies on 100% fundraising efforts to 
support the event,” Kelly said in an e-mail to the Highlander. 
“That is why it is so important to get the word out about the 
fundraisers.”

Emily Gordy
Editor-in-Chief
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

All Night Party 
commitee plans 
fundraiser at 
Max & Erma’s

Want more
Highlander?
Get up-to-the-minute 
information on the 
Highlander’s award-

winning website. 

www.seaholmhighlander.com
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Gibbs pancakes opposing lineman during the Seaholm victory over North 
Farmington. Photo By: Sidney Krandall 

Braden Geraldo
Sports Deputy Editor
BGeraldo@seaholmhighlander.com

   It’s the Seaholm cheer team’s second year 
back into their routine, and things are already 
looking bright for the school’s newest squad. 
   “The cheerleading season is going great!” 
head cheerleading coac Jennifer Szura said.  
“I see a lot more camaraderie amongst the 
girls than last year.”
   Senior Jasmine Ware agreed.
   Ware said that despite the fact Seaholm had 
a difficult time accepting the cheer team last 
year she believes the school is now beginning 
to enjoy the team’s presence at the football 
games. 
   “[The students] are getting used to seeing 
cheerleaders again,” Ware said. 
   Athletic Director Aaron Frank said he has 
received very positive feedback in relation 
with cheerleaders being back at Seaholm.
   “I personally think that it’s fantastic that 
we have a team back on the sidelines,” Frank 
said. “I think the support of the students, 
and the fans at the game has been really 
strong.”

  The Seaholm varsity football team 
entered Friday’s game at Berkley 
knowing that they had to win their 
final three games if they wanted to 
clinch a spot in the playoffs -- some-
thing that the football program has 
not done since 2005.
   But Berkley running back Terrell 
Porter single-handedly crushed that 
dream.
   Porter and  his 145 yards, and 
seven touchdowns were too much 
for the Maples to overcome in their 
48-21 loss to the Bears.
   It was Berkley’s homecoming game 
and the team was prepared for the 
Maples when they came into town. 
The Bears  (7-0, 6-0 OAA Blue) 
jumped to a quick lead and 28-0 in 
the second quarter.
   The Maples seemed to be getting 
their offense together on the final 
drive of the first half. They drove 

down the field and junior quarter-
back John Glazier connected with 
senior wide-receiver Shawn Conway 
for a 23-yard touchdown pass. With 
the two-point conversion success-

   He is 6’8” and 320 pounds and blocks 
defensive linemen with ox-like strength.  
The largest student in the school, junior 
offensive lineman Dan Gibbs is a 16 year 
old boy in a man’s body.
   Gibbs is being recruited by a number of 
the top Division I universities including 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Alabama.  
   Gibbs credits his success to the countless 
hours he spends weight lifting and 
conditioning in the off season.  
   His weekly regimen consists of heavy 
squat/dead-lift on Mondays, speed bench on 
Tuesdays, speed squat on Wednesdays, and 
heavy bench on Thursdays.  He fills the rest 
of the week with conditioning and agility 
workouts.
   “It’s always nice to have something you do 
pay off,” Gibbs said.
   Not only has 
Gibbs had success 
in football but in 
weight lifting as 
well.  
    On March 
13, 2010 Gibbs 
attended the 
A m e r i c a n 
P o w e r l i f t i n g 

FederationMichigan state powerlifting meet.  
He got first place with a score of 1162, a 
combination of squat (402 lbs), bench (259 
lbs), and dead lift (501 lbs).
   Gibbs said he is leaning towards the maize 
and blue of the University of Michigan.
   “At this point I’m most interested in the 
University of Michigan,” Gibbs said, “closely 

followed by Wisconsin.”
   Michigan was the first school to contact 
Gibbs.  
   In May of 2009 he received the first of 
many recruitment letters from Michigan.  
Upon receiving their letters, he decided to 
attend some of their summer camps.
   “I’ve been a Michigan fan all my life,” 
Gibbs said.  “When I went to their camp 
over the summer I really liked the coaching 
staff and facilities.”
   Gibbs has already talked with the coaches 
who would guide him if he chooses the 
University of Michigan.
   “In person I’ve spoken with the head coach 
[Rich Rodriguez] and the head lines coach 
[Greg Frey] of Michigan,” Gibbs said.
   His teammates and coaches have told Gibbs 
that he could play in college since he was a 
freshman, but it wasn’t until he received the 
first letter that he believed that it was going 

to be a reality.
   “[Gibbs] is an 
absolute monster 
and destroys 
whatever’s in his 
path,” senior center 
Charley Doherty 
said.
   Many of his 
teammates marvel 
at his superior size, 
skill, and strength.  

He pancakes defenders like he owns his own 
IHOP.
   “Playing with Dan is a great experience,” 
senior tackle Sam Anderson said. “He’s 
bigger and smarter and stronger than 
everyone he blocks.”
   Gibbs has always been bigger than his 
peers, even when he began playing football 

for the Royal Oak Chiefs at the age of nine.  
   However, instead of playing with his 
nine year old friends he was bumped up to 
the 13-14 year old age division due to his 
massive size.
   It has taken a lot to maintain his size 
with the amount of calories he burns daily 
from football and weight lifting.  Gibbs eats 
anywhere between 8,000-10,000 calories a 
day, the same amount as Olympic swimmer 
Michael Phelps.  
   According to medical news today that 
would provide enough energy for five grown 
men.
  Gibbs is also a very coachable player, 
according to head varsity football coach 
Chris Fahr.
   “He’s very attentive and intelligent,” Fahr 
said.  “He’s everything you would want in a 
football player and a person.”
   Gibbs already has plenty of size for the 
NFL – the average line for the Super Bowl 
winning New Orleans Saints is 6’4” and 

321.8 pounds – his top three choices all 
present him with a good opportunity to play 
in the NFL.  
   Michigan currently has 31 active players 
in the NFL, Alabama has 26, and Wisconsin 
has 19.
   “Dan Gibbs will be successful in anything 
he chooses to do,” Fahr said, “whether it’s 
football, whether it’s anything.”
   Gibbs knows football might not always 
be there for him with the risk of injury that 
every player faces, so he plans on majoring 
in pre-med or biology in order to pursue 
a possible career in sports medicine or 
orthopedic surgery.
   This season his only focus is winning.
   “I want to help my team to victory,” Gibbs 
said 
   As for his overall football career, his goals 
are fairly simple.
   “I want to be the best that I can be,” Gibbs 
said.  “I want to contribute to a D1 college 
football program as well.”

Seaholm’s Giant Recruited 
by NCAA’s BCS Giants.

Big Man Gets Big Time Attention

Girls Varsity Volleyball
Record: 5-1
Last week: Clarkston
Key Players: Paige Neuenfeldt, Nicole 
Sarvis, Alex Gothard
Quote: “We are definitely better than 
last year,” senior middle blocker Nicole 
Savris said.“I think our record proves it.”

Girls JV Volleyball
Record: 1-5
Last week: Rochester
This week: Thursday vs. Farmington
Key Players: Lisa White, Claire Meads, 
Elizabeth Weber, Hailey Willet
Quote: “We have been playing really 
well this season,” sophomore middle 
blocker White said. “All of our games 
had been close.”

Girls Swimming
Record: 4-0, third at counties
Key Players: Megan Smith, Maddie 
Nichols, Morgan Mckay, Kelsie Gariepy
Quote: “The season is right on track to 
win leagues and place in states,” Smith 
said.

Girls Varsity Golf
Record: 7-3
Last week: Second in regionals
This week: States
Key Players: Essence Biggs, Megan Lam, 
Taylor Stinson
Quote: “The season is going really 
well,” senior Ali Tonis said. “Better than 
expected.”

Girls Cross Country
Last week: Seventh in Counties
This week: Leagues
Key Players: Mallory Wilberding, Tess 
Wilberding, Aubrey Wilberding
Quote: “We had higher expectations 
for the season,” sophomore Mallory 
Wilberding said. “But overall we are on 
the right path.”

Boys Varsity Soccer
Record: 5-7-5
Last week: Ferndale, Groves
This week: Farmington 
Key Players: Brandon Wiseman, James 
Ruby, Jason Crick
Quote: “We worked hard during the 
season for playoffs,” senior midfielder 
Brandon Wiseman said.  “Now that 
they’re here we’re ready to go.”

Boys Water Polo
Record: 2-2
Last week: Troy Athens
This week: Grand Blanc
Key Players: Jim LaFave, Matt Maniaci, 
Drew Bernard, Griffin Korner, Luyi Pintér
Quote: “I wish we would have had our 
coach this year for all four years,” senior 
captian Korner 

Boys JV Tennis
Record: 7-4
Last week: Farmington Hills
Key Players: Mikael Nefcy, Adam Rosen, 
Alec Tropea
Quote: “This season went fantastic I 
can’t wait for next year,” junior one 
doubles player Nefcy said.

Sports 
Briefs

ful the Maples cut the lead to 28-8 
heading into halftime.
   But the second half was much 
like the beginning of the game, as 
the Maples were unable to stop 

Porter, who shredded the 
Seaholm defense -- finishing 
one touchdown shy of tying 
the state record for rushing 
touchdowns in a single game.
   “We couldn’t stop him,” 
junior linebacker Jack Apap 
said. “He could run inside, 
outside … he could run wher-
ever. We just didn’t have an 
answer for him.”
  After starting the season 3-0, 
the Maples are not 3-4 (3-3 
OAA Blue) and the chances 
of making the playoffs are 
very slim.
  “Injuries have been a key 
part to our season,” Apap said. 
“We lost a lot of our key guys 
due to injuries. After the [De-
troit] Country Day game we 
lost some of our confidence 
and fell downhill.” 

   Despite not having the chance to 
play in the playoffs after the regular 
season ends, the team hopes to stay 
motivated and end the season on a 
strong note.
  “We are definitely still motivated 
for the upcoming games,” junior 
fullback Mike Nadolski said. “We’re 
going to have great energetic prac-
tices and [work hard].”
  Head coach Chris Fahr said that 
injuries have been a major factor in 
the Maples’ losing streak.
   “Our main focus right now is to 
get healthy and get our regular team 
out there,” Fahr said. “A lot of kids 
are stepping in and playing as hard 
as they can. I’m very proud of the 
guys.”
   The Maples close the season with 
Ferndale at home tonight and later 
in October against Groves.
   Despite the season not turning 
out the way the team planned, Apap 
said the team is still motivated and  
really wants the  to win their final 
two games.
  “We wanna win them for the 
seniors,” Apap said.

Berkley’s Terrell Porter runs on his way 
to seven touchdowns against the Maples. 
Photo  courtesy of Robert Michon

Peter Redebaugh
Staff Writer
Predabaugh@seaholmhighlander.
com

Coming Up:
10/13
Home vs. 
Ferndale 
(4-3), 7 PM

10/22
@ Groves
(2-5), 7 PM
Seaholm 
leads all- 
time series 
36-13

Berkley Crushes Seaholm’s Playoff Hopes

   League championship. 
   That’s the new goal for the 2010 boy’s cross 
country team. 
   “Initially our biggest goal was trying to 
qualify for the state meet,” head coach Derek 
DiGiovanni said.
   The team has been off to a quick start, so 
they have had to reconsider their goals.
   “We’re now looking at possibly winning 
the league in about two weeks,” DiGiovanni 
said.
   Junior Jack Howard (16:25) led Seaholm 
to a second place finish at their first league 
meet Sept. 14. 
   The Maples believe they have a good 
chance of winning the OAA Red –one of 
the state’s elite leagues.
    “We’re really proud to be able to compete 
in that level with the big schools such as Lake 
Orion, Clarkston and Troy,” DiGiovanni 
said.
    Junior Zack Demko (16:48) led the 
Maples to another second place finish Sept. 
28, at Stoney Creek Metro Park. Demko 
finished sixth overall.
    “I felt really good about my second [league 
meet] finish,” Demko said, “knowing that it 
was the result of all the hard training me and 
the team had put in this season.” 
  Saturday, Seaholm competed in the 
Oakland County Championships at 
Kensington Metro Park. They received 11th 
place overall. Demko once again lead the 
Maples with a time of 17:26. 
   Demko and Howard lead by example.
  “They’re incredible,” junior Andrew Benson 
said. “I don’t know how they run so fast, but 
they are definitely people to try to catch up 
to, and get as good as them.” 
     The team is not only successful on the 
course but also has great leaders to new team 
members.
     “You know when I got on the team, I felt 
like I had been with these guys for years,” 
junior Timmy Christensen said. “They’re 
great. They welcomed me in and it’s just a 
big family.”
    “All the guys are really nice and really 
support you,” freshman Jack Williams said.
    The biggest challenge for the league will be 
out-running top team Lake Orion. The next 
meet is the league championship, which will 
take place on October 21st at Bloomer Park 
in Rochester. 

Running 
Towards 
Success
Andrew Weiss
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   With this, Frank said 
that he often gets one 
or two alumni who 
approach him, telling 
him they enjoying seeing 
the cheerleading program 
restored. 
   Junior Briana Jones is 
also positive about this 
year’s squad. 
   “I feel that we have 
progressed a lot, we’re 
still struggling because it’s 
our second year, but we’re 
coming along,” Jones said. 
    Along with their general 
progression, Ware added 
that Szura has been much 
harder on the team this 
year as opposed to last.
   Though there is a reason for the coach 
being tougher, Szura is looking for success 
this season. 
    “[Our goal is] to bring everyone’s skills up 
to the same level and increase the difficulty 
in our routines,” Szura said. 
   Beginning November 8, the team is looking 
to go competitive.
   “Sometime in October, we’ll hold a couple 
of after school meetings for anyone who 
wants to learn more about competitive 
cheer,” Szura said. 
   Szura tmentioned that the team would hold 
tryouts for anyone interested in competitive 
cheerleading, and from that point hopefully 
move to a competitive squad. 
   “[We want to] have a lot of girls come out 
for the competitive [cheer] team,” Jones said. 
   With the competitive team coming 
Seaholm’s way, the team is still uncertain as 
to which competitions they’ll be attending. 
   Now that the team’s second season is under 

way, there have been many questions as to 
why cheerleading was brought back into 
Seaholm athletics. 
   “We had a really strong program in the 
80’s,” Frank said.  “A lot of girls on varsity 
and JV. And at some point during the 90’s, 
the number of girls who wanted to cheer 
started to shrink.” 
   Frank said that the number of girls who 
wanted to cheer began to decrease was due 
to the fact other sports for girls began to 
make themselves prominent in the Seaholm 
athletic program. 
     “We have 17 varsity girls’ sports here and 
14 boys’,” Frank said. “So we have a lot of 
opportunities.”             
  Frank said that during the late 90’s, the 
number of girls that wanted to cheer declined 
to a number that didn’t work anymore. This 
resulted in the program’s termination. 
  Throughout the past couple of years, Frank 
said that there have been multiple groups 
of girls who have attempted to bring back 

cheerleading to Seaholm.
   “But [those girls] were never 
able to get enough interest,” 
Frank said. 
   Last fall, when a new group 
of girls approached Frank, 
requesting the restoration of 
the team, that group of girls 
happened to get enough interest 
to restart the team.
   For Ware, bringing back 
the cheer team brought out a 
different side of Seaholm.
   “Being that last year was my 
first year in a new environment, 
I see big chance’s as to the 
way they feel about having a 
cheerleaders at Seaholm High 
School,” Ware said. “It shows 

a lot that nine girls can change a school’s 
attitude toward anything.”
   Overall, Ware, Jones, Szura, and Frank 
are all positive about the restoration of the  
program. 
   “I think the cheerleaders have added a lot 
to the game,” Frank said.” I was noticing at 
the football game last week. The fans are 
really following along. And really responding 
to the cheers and it’s great to see.”
   Despite this, the team is still looking to 
improve in some aspects.
“[Our goal is] to build a strong team bond,” 
Szura said. “And create an environment that 
is invites new girls to tryout.” 
    Szura believes the student body is 
becoming more accepting of the cheer team.
 “We thank those students who are showing 
their support,” Szura said. 

Cheerleaders pose during the Detroit Country Day football game Sept. 16. Photo by: 
Sidney Krandall 

Cheerleaders Turn Over a New Leaf
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Briana Jones poses for the camera during the 
football game against Detroit Country Day. 
Photo by: Sidney Krandall

 “[Gibbs] is an absolute monster 
and destroys whatever’s in his 
path.” 

Charley Doherty 
Varsity senior center
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