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Seaholm Spirit Week Preview 

For the full story on Seaholm’s new and improved Spirit Week, see page 2.  Graphic by Esther Seawell.

   Birmingham and Bloom-
field 12th grade students have 
exceeded the national average 
in both alcohol and mari-
juana use. 
   According to the 2011-2012 
Birmingham Bloomfield 
Community Coalition survey, 
more high schools seniors in 
Birmingham and Bloomfield 
use marijuana and drink alco-
hol than the national average. 
   According to Kelly Michaud, 
director of the youth potion 
of the BBCC, the concern-
ing part of this data is that 
Birmingham/Bloomfield 
averages are below or about 
equal to national averages in 
alcohol in marijuana use until 
teens reach their senior year. 
    “Of concern, is the increase 
in use as our teens get older,” 
Michaud said. “12th grade use 
has increased from our 2009 
survey, and is also higher 
than the national average”
   The coalition gives these 
surveys every two years. With 
the questions about usage, 
are also questions about why 
this usage occurs.
   According to the data for 
alcohol and marijuana use, 
the number one reason why 
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teens decide to use substances 
is the perception that a peer is 
also using the drug.
   “I believe that teens think 
more teens are actually drink-
ing and using drugs than 
actually are,” Michaud said.  
“Most of our teens are mak-
ing good choices, but there 
is a pretty big misperception 
that more teens are drinking 
and using drugs than actually 
are.”
   While at first glance this 
may seem like good old’ 
fashioned peer pressure, the 
survey concludes that the 
main cause of use is distinct. 
Rather than a friend pressur-
ing a student into smoking 
or drinking, the student puts 
pressure on themselves to fit 
into community norms.
   One of these community 
norms is a declining percep-
tion of risk associated with 
marijuana use.
   According to the survey, 
about 47% of eleventh and 
twelfth graders associated 
marijuana use as a highly 
risky behavior.
   Junior Ashley Sawchuk 
said that she finds this to be 
a common misperception at 
Seaholm.
   “I'd say the biggest miscon-
ception is that weed has no 

health risks,” Sawchuk said. 
“Just because it's never tech-
nically killed someone doesn't 
mean it's not bad for you”
   Michaud said that a low risk 
of harm is a problem with 
both alcohol and marijuana 
use. 
   “There is also a pretty big 
misperception that there is no 
real harm form drinking or 
smoking marijuana,” Mi-
chaud said.
   Seaholm student Ally John-
son* said that she believes 

using marijuana in limited 
amounts is acceptable and 
expected for most high school 
students.
   “I believe that smoking 
weed now and then on the 
weekends with your close 
friends in safe, non-risky 
areas can be harmless,” John-
son said. 
   According to Johnson, the 
majority of people who use 
marijuana and alcohol are ac-
cepted by their peers.
   “Over all, if you're not a 

complete burn out stoner  
who fills the ignorant lazy 
hippy stereotypes, than you 
are most likely still accepted 
within the social community 
because at some point almost 
every high school student par-
ties,” Johnson said.
   Johnson said that per-
swonal experience has led her 
to see that there are in fact 
some risks associated with 
marijuana use.
   “Through personal experi-
ence, I have learned that weed 
is not as always as harmless 
as us youngsters claim it to 
be,” Johnson said. 
   According to Johnson, prob-
lems can occur when smoking 
becomes a student’s number 
one priority.
   “Over time, there is a chance 
that their grades slip, friend-
ships will be ruined, but the 
most harmful, possible, affect 
is they become too comfort-
able with it,” Johnson said. 
   As far as lowering Bir-
mingham’s substance abuse 
statistics, Michaud said that 
parents play a key role.
   “Parents need to stay in-
formed, be connected to their 
teen and communicate their 
values,” Michaud said.
   According to the survey, 
parent approval is the num-
ber one factor in a teen’s deci-
sion to drink or use drugs. 
   Michaud said that some 
parents don’t think their 
teen’s drug us is a problem.

   When American teenagers 
think of moving they think of 
relocating to a big city,across 
state lines, or maybe from 
coast to coast.  Rarely do they 
think of someone moving 
from one country to another.  
Usually a move like that is the 
result of a student’s parents 
needing to move for work 
related reasons. 
   Seaholm freshman, Sharba, 
moved from Syria to the Unit-
ed States as a refugee search-
ing for freedom and perhaps 
to save her life. Sharba was 
born and raised in Syria, 
but with the country’s civil 
war raging and no peaceful 
solution in sight, her family 
sought a new life in America. 
Sharba moved to Michigan 
from Syria last year, attend-
ing Derby Middle School for 
eighth grade. 
   “I was excited to move to 
the U.S., but I feared for my 
friends who I went to school 
with for so long,” Leen Sharba 
said.
   Sharba was relieved when 
she heard that her best friend, 
Dana Al-Haj from Syria has 
recently found refuge in 
Germany. Al-Haj recalls how 
her life changed when Sharba 
and her family told them that 
they would be traveling for a 
few months when in reality 
Sharba and her family “would 
be gone forever.” 
   Al-Haj remembered her in 
almost everything she did. 
   ‘’I missed Leen’s hugs and 
studying with her for quizzes 
together.” Al-Haj said.
   Sharba believed that Ameri-
ca was just as it was portrayed 
in movies she saw in Syria.   
Since living in America for 
a year, her perspective has 
changed.
   “America is not the coun-
try I thought it was,” Sharba 
said. “There are people being 
treated badly everywhere.’’
   Despite her observations of 
America, Sharba and her fam-
ily feel safe now that they are 
in the United States. Sharba 
never felt unsafe in Syria until 
the recent unrest.
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Award winning author and 
journalist Alex Kotlowitz 
visited Flex on September 
19 and 20. The Flex Pro-
gram read his book There 
Are No Children Here over 
the summer, in preparation 
for their American Year. He 
answered questions about 
his writing process, the 
characters, the city of Chi-
cago, and how things have 
chnaged since the book’s 
release in 1991. 

By Esther Seawell

Flex Hosts 
Acclaimed 
Author

Seaholm’s annual Spring 
Musical for the coming year 
will be Tarzan. The music 
students in choir, band, and 
orchestra voted on Septem-
ber 30. The choices were 
between Mary Poppins and 
Tarzan. Director Matthew 
Szalkowski listed the pros 
and cons to both musicals. 
Since there were more parts 
in Mary Poppins, most stu-
dents voted in favor of Mary 
Poppins, according to junior 
Amanda Najor.
 
“Intially people weren’t very 
thrilled,” Najor said.

When students checked the 
website that night, Tarzan 
was posted as the winner. It 
turns out that the rights to 
Mary Poppins are not avail-
able to the Midwest until 
Fall 2014.

Najor is trying to keep 
an open mind about the 
change.

“I think it’s an incredidibly 
unique choice that will set 
us apart from other schools 
and let us do something 
new and exciting,” Najor 
said. “We are one of the few 
schools who have a fine arts 
program and I feel that we 
should be thankful and take 
advantage of it no matter 
what.”
 By Esther Seawell

Spring 
Musical 
Chosen

Students and adults in the 
building alike were sur-
prised to see a Starbucks 
coffee machine in the pool 
hallway during the last 
week of September. The 
machine is run by Athletic 
Director Aaron Frank.

The machine opened on 
September 25. It serves two 
kinds of coffee brews and 
hot chocolate for $1.50 a 
cup. 

However, the machine 
does not take cash. It only 
takes debit, credit and 
Starbucks gift cards. Where 
the profit is going has not 
been decided yet, according 
to Seaholm Principal Dee 
Barash.

“I don’t really know yet,” 
Barash said.

Although nothing is final, 
the profits will most likely 
be split between the athletic 
department and the Prin-
cipal’s account. The Princi-
pal’s account is used to fund 
activities like Challenge 
Day.

“It’s better than another 
fundraiser,” Barash said.

So far, Barash believes the 
machine has been more 
successful with adults who 
come into the building, 
such as those who rent out 
space for businesses or 
other events, rather than the 
students.
 By McKenna Ross

Seaholm’s 
New Brew

   Field Day and Homecom-
ing are some of the school 
year’s most anticipated 
events. This year, Seaholm 
has moved those events to the 
same week.
   “I think the whole spirit 
week leading up to the home-
coming game leading up the 
homecoming dance, I think it 
was all a good decision,” Stu-
dent Congress Advisor Mike 
Wicker said.
   Starting off the week, stu-
dents will each have designat-
ed times on Sunday afternoon  
to decorate hallways.
   “Now they’re giving big sec-
tions of the wall to decorate 
and so we’ll have to stagger 
our time and keep each other 
away from everybody else’s,” 
Principal Dee Barash said.
   Replacing the banner with 
decorating the wall was a 
decision made last spring by 
Student Congress Represen-
tatives and the 2012 Field 
Day Chairs. 
   “My belief about banner has 
always been that it’s a lot of 
work and a lot of money for 
something that hangs in the 
gym for half a day,” Barash 
said. “Versus something 
where we could leave up all 
week and everybody would 
get to enjoy it and it would be 
cool and and it would show 
off our school spirit.”
   All of the other events at 
field day will stay the same.
   Continuing in the week, stu-
dents and staff will be dress-
ing up in different themes 
each day, which is a new part 
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Seaholm Introduces Spirit Week
of Seaholm’s Spirit Week, 
according to senior Melissa 
Shiner.
“I think it is awesome that 
everyone is dressing differ-
ently each day,” Shiner said. 
“Everyone gets an opportu-
nity to express themselves in 
a different way each day.”
   Monday will kick off the 
week with Color Day. The 
seniors will wear black, the 
juniors blue, sophomores 
whites, and the freshman red.
   Tuesday’s theme will be 
Western Day and that night 
will the annual Junior-Senior 
Powderpuff game at 7 pm on 
Maple Field.
   Wednesday’s schedule 
consists of a Testing Day. 
The freshman will be taking 
the MEAP, sophomores the 
PLAN, and juniors the PSAT. 
Those grades will come in at 
7:30, while the seniors start 
class at 11 am. The theme of 
Ugly Sweater Day will allow 
students to remain comfy 
while testing.
   On Thursday, the theme is 
Maple Day, so wear anything 
relating to Seaholm Pride.
   Thursday night will also be 
the Homecoming Parade. It 
will start at 6 pm. 
   “Anybody who wants to 
actually [can march],” Barash 
said.
   The Parade will be about a 
mile and a quarter.
   “The plan is to leave from 
the Methodist and Presby-
terian Churches on Maple,” 
Barash said. “Come all the 
way down Pleasant to Lin-
coln, then Lincoln to Cran-
brook and into the student 
lot and into the stadium.” 
   Immediately following the 
parade will be a pep rally.

   Friday is Field Day. 
Students will show up at 
7:30 and the event starts at 
7:30. Each grade will dress 
up like their name sake. 
According to Wicker, the 
grades are Freshman Farm-
ers, Sophomores Space 
Invaders, Juniors Jets, and 
Seniors Spartans.
   After field day ends at 
noon, students are given the 
rest of the day off. 
   “I know [field day/home-
coming] is a little later in 
the year, but I think it’s 
all the same buildup and 
allows people to get out of 
school early without miss-
ing class,” Wicker said.
   The Homecoming Game 
versus Groves starts at 7 
pm. The Maple Forest will 
be in tee-shirts that say 
“Seaholm Maples” on the 
front and “Fear the Forest” 
on the back.
   Before the game, there is 
an alumni tailgate. Accord-
ing to Assistant Principal 
Deb Boyer, alumni have 
been invited back for the 
90th field day.
   “I continue to put it out 
all the time so I don’t have 
a good sense of who will be 
there,” Barash said. “There’s 
no real way to track that, so 
I’m hoping that a lot will be 
there.”
   Finishing up Spirit Week 
will be the Homecom-
ing Dance. According to 
Wicker, the theme is candy-
based.
   “It’s called Homecoming: 
How Sweet It Is,” Wicker 
said. “There’ll be candy 
distributed as well as candy 
decorations.” 

NHS Policy Changes for 
Incoming Freshmen

Meghan Flynn
Student Life Editor
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   A whirl of panic rushed over 
Seaholm’s juniors and lower 
classman on September 17th 
when NHS announced their 
new required GPA would be 
a 3.7.  This was a .2 increase 
from previous years.  How-
ever, only three days later an 
“eblast” was sent out to all 
of the people that attended 
the meeting and all of the 
Seaholm mailing list, stating 
that the requirements to be 
able to apply to NHS were 
going to be lowered back to 

the previous years standards 
for juniors and seniors, while 
this years freshman were to 
live up to the new 3.7 GPA 
standard.
   At the opening meeting con-
cerns were quickly raised by 
many students. Junior Phillip 
Wandyez who brought up a 
concern about the difference 
in rigor between students’ 
schedules. For example taking 
all AP classes could result in 
a lower GPA than taking all 
electives.
   The president of NHS, 
Maria Callaghan, declined 
comment on the policy 
change.       However, NHS’s 
public “eblast” notified the 
Seaholm public of the new 
changesshown below. 
   “Current sophomores, ju-
niors, and seniors will be held 
to the existing 3.50 cumula-
tive unweighted GPA require-
ment. We believe this is fair 
and historically consistent 
with past practices. We apolo-
gize for any inconvenience 
this may have caused.”
   The “eblast” reassured many 
worried parents and students 
that they would be able to 
apply to NHS, this upcoming 
year. 
   “I think the officers and 
some of the students [wanted 
the policy changed to a 3.7] 
because it’s such a high 
number. So, you know this 
year’s junior class with the 
un-weighted 3.5, half the class 
qualifies for NHS,” Barash 
said. “So what happens is, and 
it’s kind of what I explained 
during the meeting, everyone 
uses it for college entrance, 
and if they’re seniors they 
won’t be coming to meetings. 
They don’t pay their dues. 

They don’t do their commu-
nity service because they have 
already have it on their apps. 
So, we’re trying to have a little 
more meaning into it than 
just something to say they did 
it but not just follow up.”
   When the idea of the switch 
was still in the air, there was 
a buzz of worry going around 
the junior grade trying to 
figure out if they were quali-
fied to apply to NHS. Many 
students realized how detri-
mental this would be for their 
college applications if they 
were not in NHS.
   “I truly put on my mom hat 
on and went ‘alright if I all 

along thought that my sons 
were going to qualify based 
on the 3.5 then all of a sudden 
it changes, and their right on 
the cusp, it changes to a 3.7 
and their really that 3.5-3.6 
kind of kid, is that fair?’” 
Barash said. “No not really, 
we need to do a better job 
communicating it, so I went 
back to the officers and Mrs. 
Wichers. ” 
   “I support the current NHS 
and any decisions the officers 
have made,” said last year’s 
president David Granadier.  
   NHS’s national entrance 

requirement is a 3.0 GPA. 
However, Seaholm has so 
many qualified students those 
in charge of the decision felt 
they needed to challenge and 
raise the GPA to make it more 

exclusive at Seaholm.

Photo By Esther Seawell
Mrs. Barash and Mrs. Wichers induct senior Lucy Mastellar into NHS for the 2012-2013 year.

DRUGS
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   “There are some that are 
completely unaware that it's 
happening at all and think it 
would never be their teen,” 
Michaud said.
   Beyond parents, the school 
system is also part of prevent-
ing and punishing drug and 
alcohol abuse.
   According to Assistant prin-
cipal Deb Boyer, Seaholm’s 
policies are modeled off of 
national policies.
   “There’s a national board 
that looks at board of educa-
tion policies, so any policies 
we have are based on those 
policies,” Boyer said. 
   Boyer said that when it 
comes to enforcing punish-
ment for drug and alcohol 
related offenses, solid proof 
that the offense is occurring is 
a necessity. 
   “I can here lots of things, 
but it doesn’t mean I have 
proof of a lot of things,” Boyer 

said.
   Principal Dee Barash said 
that when students are caught 
with illegal drugs or alcohol at 
Seaholm there is a specific set 
of steps in place. 
   “The automatic policy is a 
ten day suspension which is 
reduced if we get a negative 
drug screen back. If we get 
a positive drug screen then 
you have the full ten days,” 
Barash said. “If you get caught 
a second time that’s another 
ten days and the third time is 
a recommendation for expul-
sion.” 
   Superintendent Daniel 
Nerad said that the district 
has gone as far to expel 
students for drug related of-
fenses.
   Nerad said that the district 
desires a prevention rather 
than a punishment focused 
system.
   “We’re really focused on 

Current 
sophomores, 
juniors, and 

seniors will be 
held to the existing 

3.50 cumulative 
unweighted GPA 

requirement.

- NHS

prevention and focused on 
behaviors that help them be a 
strong person,” Nerad said. 

*name is changed upon the 
request of the student 

**survey information is 
based on the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Community 
Coalition survey that is done 
by a professional with built 
in checks for false or faulty 
information.

Graphic Courtesy of the Birmingham Bloomfield Community Coalition
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   The ACT, the SAT, AP tests, 
the Michigan Merit Exam- but 
wait, there’s more!
   On October 16, 2013, juniors 
will be taking the PSAT.
   Counselor Toby Loukmas 
says this is only the second 
year of the mandatory 
testing. Originally, students 
heard about it on the 
announcements and signed 
up in the office and paid to 
take it. Now, the district is 
paying for all the juniors to 
take the exam.
   “The SAT is a very different 
kind of test,” Loukmas said. 
“It’s actually a really good 
thing.”
   According to Loukmas, 
the SAT differs from the 
ACT because of its format. It 
tests the student on critical 
reading. She believes one 
of the best reasons to take 
the test is because it is 
the qualifying test for the 
National Merit Scholarship. 
This year, the school has 
seven seniors who are semi-
finalists for the scholarship 
this year.
   According to nationalmerit.

org, once 
a student 
becomes a 
semi-finalist, 
they have 
to fill out an 
application 
and take 
the SAT. If 
they meet 
the standard 
for the 
score, then 
the student 
becomes 
a National 
Merit 
Finalist.
   Many 
students, 
however, 
are unaware 
of the 
scholarship 
program. 
Senior semi-
finalist Olivia 
Darany said 
she was one 
of them.
   “Honestly, 
I had no idea 
the program 
even existed,” 
Darany said. 
“I just wanted to score well 
because they told us some 
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scholarships were involved.”
   Darany plans on taking the 

   Who murdered Mr. Uno?
   This is the question audi-
ence members will be asking 
during Seaholm’s 2013 Fall 
Play, which is called the Mur-
derous Mansion of Mr. Uno.
   “It’s a comedy, which 
Seaholm hasn’t done in a 
while,” senior Sydney Alexan-
der said.
   Fall Play Director Ben Briere 
and members of Seaholm’s 
International Thespian 
Society (ITS) looked at five 
plays and decided which one 
students would perform this 
year.
   “We did a long one last 
year. So, I just kind of wanted 
to do a real quick comedy,” 
Briere said. “This is going to 
be an hour and a half show 
and hopefully it’s going to be 
hilarious.”
   The run-down of the show 
will be a skit, Act One, inter-
mission, two more skits, and 

MURdER STRIKES SEAHOLM
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news Editor
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then Act Two.
   Since this is a show with a 
smaller cast, Briere decided 
to try to get the students that 
auditioned and didn’t make it 
to still have a part.
   “I’m going to try to get skits 
that are funny, but have as 
many people as possible,” 
Briere said.
   This year’s cast consists of 11 
actors and Shane McPartlin as 
student director.
   “I feel that, although it 
limits the amount of actors, 
it allows us to really focus on 
our roles and all aspects of 
the show,” senior Sara Kmiec 
said. “With a larger cast it 
would be much more difficult 
to accomplish this.”
   Part of the reason for a 
smaller play is that it will 
reduce the cost.
   “We also don’t have a lot 
of money. We’re having it in 
the Little Theater instead of 
the [auditorium]. It has three 
scenes, so we’ll only have 
three sets, and with 11 char-
acters we only have to do 11 

costumes,” Briere said.
   An exciting twist to this play 
is that it has 11 different end-
ings.
   “In the sort of murder mys-
tery tradition, it has multiple 
endings,” Briere said. “And 
the audience gets to vote on 
who the killer will be.”
   During the intermission, the 
audience will decide on which 
of the 11 characters they 
choose to kill Mr. Uno.
   “I think it’s going to be re-
ally cool to have the audience 
vote on who they think the 
suspect is, break the fourth 
wall, and see it come to life,” 
Kmiec said.

SyRIA
Cont. from page 1

   Her mother Amal Idrees, 
a medical doctor who 
worked for a pharmaceuti-
cal company, seemed upset 
to leave her homeland.
   “My kids were in the 
best schools and once the 
war started everything 
changed,” Idrees said. “We 
were forced to leave every-
one we loved and had to 
start over from zero.”
   Sharba has been sur-
prised of the events that 
have taken place. 
   “I never thought some-
thing like this would 
happen.  I was surprised 
because a lot of people 
misunderstand what’s 
happening and it’s not be-
cause I am Syrian,” Sharba 
said. “I never thought this 
would happen to the Syrian 
people. I mean, even when 
it started, people always 
had hope.  Everyone was 
okay and just living.’’

   Sharba recalls that the 
situation escalated during 
the last year she spent in 
Syria. She described hear-
ing gunshots and bombs 
going off near her house, 
and seeing looped videos of 
explosions from the night 
before on the local TV 
news. 
   ‘‘I couldn’t sleep alone,” 
Sharba said. “I was so 
scared.’’
   Leen’s father Alarm 
Sharba had to make the 
difficult decision to leave 
their homeland.
   “We sacrificed a lot in 
able for our kids to have a 
good life,” Alarm said. “It 
was really difficult for us, 
but we did it for our kids 
and we are still trying.”
   Sharba had never thought 
badly of President Assad, 
Syria’s leader before the 
weapons attack, though she 
admitted he has mishan-
dled some things and was 
responsible for some of the 
problems facing the people.
   “Americans don’t fully 
understand the crisis in 

Syria,” Sharba said. “It is 
a complex situation and 
outside organizations and 
influences are also at fault 
and are heavily involved.”
  However Americans are 
not the only ones who do 
not fully comprehend the 
situation.
    “You have to understand. 
In Syria, some people 
believe the propaganda,”  
Sharba said. “They don’t 
know better. Conspiracies 
sometimes are taken as 
fact.”
   Overall Sharba remains 
anxious about the Syrian 
crisis. 
   “The situation is bad. If 
the U.S becomes involved, 
it will escalate and get 
worse.’’
   Despite recent tensions 
between the U.S and Syria, 
Sharba hopes for a nonvio-
lent solution. 
   “If the U.S gets its way, a 
lot more people will die.  I 
don’t want to see anyone 
else die,” Sharba said.“We 
have had enough violence 
in a once peaceful country.”

SAT on November 2, and is 
preparing by studying and 

getting a tutor. 
She believes 
she is a good 
test taker, and 
scored a 33 on 
the ACT and 
is not worried 
about the 
scholarship 
process.
   “It was just 
like another 
college app,” 
Darany said. 
We had to fill 
out an essay.”
   According 
to Loukmas, 
many colleges 
will give 
scholarships 
to National 
Merit Finalists. 
Kim Lakocy, 
a Seaholm 
graduate of the 
class of 2013 
and one of 
two National 
Merit Finalists 
from her class, 
received a 
full ride to 
University of 
Kentucky.

   “I hadn’t really studied a ton 
for the PSAT and my score 

was pretty much at the cutoff 
from the previous year so I 
didn’t think I had much of a 
chance,” Lakocy said. 
   After finding out about 
being a semi-finalist, Lakocy 
realized the gravity of the 
scholarship program. 
   “After I found out I was a 
finalist I put a lot of work 
into my application, finding 
recommendations and into 
studying for the SAT,” Lakocy 
said. 
   Now, Lakocy is studying 
in the nursing program at 
UK and is glad the National 
Merit program influenced her 
decision. According to Lakocy, 
she had not considered 
UK deeply before she was 
recruited by them.
   “When I found out, it went 
from barely on my radar to 
one of my top 4 schools,” 
Lakocy said.
   Loukmas believes taking the 
PSAT is a great opportunity 
for students to learn about 
the SAT and to see if they 
qualify for the National Merit 
Scholarship.
   “We want as many people to 
move through the competition 
as possible,” Loukmas said. 
“It only benefits the students.”

   A new club at Seaholm may change the way 
students interact with the Special Education 
department.
   Senior Fiona Fay started Seaholm Links, 
a club where students go to the Special 
Education classes during X-Block and spend 
time with the students. Fay got the idea from 
spending time with the students last year for 
AP Psychology.
   “Off the expression on their face, they were 
so happy to see people encouraging them for 
simple things,” Fay said. “It was a great thing 
not only for them, but for us.”
   Fay heard about a program at Derby Middle 
School similar to what she experienced during 
the AP Psychology class and decided to start a 
club similar to it herself.
   “I kept thinking ‘why didn’t Seaholm have 
one like that?’” Fay said.
   Fay decided to approach junior Theresa 
Ross and AP Psychology teacher Rochelle 
Rogers to start the club. Rogers liked the idea 
of the club because it promotes diversity and 
an understanding of the Special Education 
department.
   “The [Autism Spectrum Disorder] ASD 

Senior Pursues Links Between Austistic Students 
program is just as much a part of the Seaholm 
community,” Rogers said.
   Although the date is to be announced, the 
club will be open to all Seaholm students 
and the meetings will occur once a month, 
according to Fay. She hopes that once it gains 
more members, it will happen every other 
week.
   

Senior JBess Ruby was a part of Derby Links 
and will be joining Seaholm Links. She also 

was a part of the AP Psychology class and 
went swimming with the Special Education 
students with 
her class. 
   “We had 
so much fun 
encouraging 
them to play and 
be with people 
they’re not used 
to,” Ruby said.
   Ruby has been 
encouraging 
other students 
to join the club 
and thinks it will 
grow fast. 
   “People should 
definitely get 
involved and 
experience it 
and have fun,” 
Ruby said
   Rogers 
directed Fay to Special Education teacher Eric 
Hall   to get the club started.
   “[Fay] took the initiative and came forward 
which was great,” Hall said.
   According to Hall, leadership students and 
students from Lincoln Street Alternative 

“They were so 
happy to see people 
encouraging them 

for simple things. It 
was a great thing 
not only for them, 

but for us.”
-Senior Fiona Fay

come in to work with his students, but he 
appreciates the Links program in a different 

way.
   “It’s part of a 
class and credit 
and everything 
not only have 
awareness, 
but more than 
awareness 
about 
differences at 
Seaholm and 
also be really 
accepting,” 
Rogers said.
   Fay ultimately 
wants the 
experience to 
be one that 
brings all of 
the students 
together. 

   “The most that I’m hoping for is that when 
the kids see the Autistic kids in the hallway, 
they’ll make an effort just to say hello,” Fay 
said. “We’re all in one building; we’re all 
under one roof. We might as well get to know 
each other.”

McKenna Ross
Page design Editor
mross.shshighlander@gmail.com

Graphic by Fiona Fay.
Fay created this lgo for the Seaholm Links program

Photo By Seaholm High School
Senior National Merit Semi-Finalists  in the courtyard. Top row: Ian O’Rourke, Russel Ladd, 
John Greenburger, Andrew Geller Bottom row: Kendall Hitch, Olivia Darany, Rachel Mucha

 Class of 2015 to Take PSAT After Last year’s Success
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    The first thing that is to be 
said about “Gravity” is that 
it is not recommended to see 
this movie if you have trouble 
watching scenes that are 
overly suspenseful.  
   Other than that, Gravity 
would strike the interests of 
anyone who enjoys intense 
suspense thrillers or movies 
about space.
   “Gravity” stars Sandra 
Bullock (The Blind Side, Miss 
Congeniality) as Mission 
Specialist Dr. Ryan Stone and 
George Clooney (O Brother, 
Where Art Thou?,  Ocean’s 
Eleven) as Lieutenant Matt 
Kowalsky.  Bullock’s char-
acter is a medical engineer 
currently on her first trip to 
space to help repair a satel-
lite with veteran astronaut 
Kowalsky. As they are finish-

ing up after a week-long trip, 
the two workers (and another 
specialist) get an alert from 
Houston that there will soon 
be debris flying in their path 

from a Russian missile explo-
sion at the speed of a bullet. 
They attempt to get back to 
a safe location, but are soon 
caught in the wake of the 

debris. Although they survive, 
the astronauts have a tremen-
dously strenuous task ahead 
of them. 
   Although this movie was 

Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowers.shshighlander@gmail.com

Gravity: Reasons Why to Not Become an Astronaut
enjoyable, there are many 
gut-wrenching scenes that can 
be hard to watch. All that Dr. 
Stone does to try to survive 
this accident make it seem 
like the universe is working 
against her. It feels almost as 
though everything that could 
possibly go wrong inevitably 
does for Dr. Stone. Stone goes 
through intense challenges in 
her attempt at survival. 
   Bullock made herself very 
relatable which makes her the 
hero of this story. She often 
talks about how she lost her 
four year old daughter to a 
freak accident which has left 
a pretty obvious scar on her. 
She created a very personal 
relationship with the audi-
ence. Due to the fact that 
she faces many hardships 
throughout her journey, one 
cannot help but root for her.   
George Clooney’s character 
was a highly likeable, charm-
ing man which made it easy 

to like him. He is also very 
relatable due to the fact that 
he makes himself out to be 
the confident and cocky air-
head with a big heart and an 
even bigger ego. In times of 
distress, Kowalsky still makes 
sarcastic and goofy comments 
to a panicking Stone.
   Every part of the movie was 
entertaining and kept the 
audience on the edge of their 
seat. Anyone interested in 
suspenseful movies should 
go see “Gravity.” Sandra 
Bullock and George Clooney 
both give very commendable 
performances in this Alfonso 
Cuarón (Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban) movie. 

   3.5 stars out of 4, MPAA 
rating: PG-13, running time: 
90 minutes. Movie comes to 
theaters October 4th. 

Photo Courtesy Of Warner Bros.
Sandra Bullock detached from her space shuttle. She is in utter fear for her survival in Grav-
ity. 

There are 
a lot of 
options for 
gaming on 
the market. 
Among 
these many 
options is 
the humble 

home console. Favoring 
power over portability, these 
weird looking boxes can offer 
much entertainment.
    The problem many devel-
opers are facing these days is 
how to set themselves apart 
from the crowd of numerous 
other game systems flooding 
the market. The main three 
duking it out in the console 
department are Nintendo, 
Sony, and Microsoft.
   The answer is simple; have 
a unique goal that makes one 
company differentiated and 
special. Microsoft has failed 
to do this. They are not as 
focused on gaming as Sony 
and don’t have half as many 
exclusives as Nintendo [exclu-
sives are games that are only 
available on one company’s 
system(s)]. 
   Microsoft is kind of like that 
one guy that tries to please 
everyone, while he ends up 
pleasing no one. Their up-
coming console, the XBOX 
One, tries to be some sort of 
entertainment hub that is 
voice controlled. It is always 
listening, waiting for you to 
summon it by robotically 
saying, “XBOX, on!” It may or 
may not be the beginning of 
Skynet.
   The XBOX One neither fo-
cuses on gaming nor TV, but 
tries to do both. This scares 
away the dedicated gamer 
market initially. Like those 
2-in-1 products on infomer-
cials that promise to give 
you flat abs in 6 weeks while 
it walks your dog, it doesn’t 
really work out as anticipated. 
Trying to multitask in a com-
pany can lead to failure.
   Nintendo has a clear prior-
ity: provide a gaming expe-
rience that is like no other 
company. They do this with 
their innovative hardware 
and plethora of exclusives. 
Sony tries to appeal across 
the wide spectrum of gam-
ers by providing exclusives 
that range from the E rated 
LittleBigPlanet to the M rated 

Listen to Luke
Luke Sperling
Staff Writer
lsperling.shshighlander@gmail.com

Uncharted series.
   Microsoft desperately needs 
exclusives. They own Halo. 
Halo sells millions of cop-
ies per game. They also have 
Gears of War. These are the 
major exclusives on XBOX 
consoles. These two series 
have a large fan base, but 
they only appeal to a specific 
audience. They are both rated 
M (17+ years of age). This es-
sentially repels a large portion 
of the audience that could buy 
the XBOX One.
   Imagine competing theme 
parks. In Microsoft’s hypo-
thetical park, a long line of 
paying customers stand in 
a line of pure anticipation. 
Then Microsoft shouts, “Hey! 
Seventeen and up only! Kids, 
out!” They wouldn’t make as 
much money. This is what 
Microsoft is doing.
   After the announcement 
of the XBOX One, stocks for 
Sony increased, while Micro-
soft’s declined because fans 
preferred the Play Station 4 
(Sony’s soon-to-be-released 
game console) to the XBOX 
One. The fan base is not 
happy with Microsoft. The 
company has to act fast.
   The main thing Microsoft 
can do to improve its standing 
is to create some new game 
series that appeal to more 
than one audience. This will 
draw in more customers and 
will boost sales. They won’t be 
able to survive forever off of 
only shooter fans.
   Making a couple new 
games that are exclusive to 
the XBOX One and targeting 
new audiences (along with 
being well made games) will 
definitely bring some new 
consumers over to their side. 
They should make a game that 
is a side-scroller, one that’s a 
JRPG (Japanese Role Playing 
Game), and one that is geared 
towards kids. This would be a 
good start, as it would entice a 
more diverse pool of custom-
ers to try the XBOX One.
   Say that Microsoft’s fic-
tional park had only a Ferris 
wheel. No roller coaster, no 
spin-until-you-puke rides, no 
anything else. Who would go 
to that? People would instead 
go to Nintendo’s park that has 
many, many rides.
   If Microsoft listens to Luke, 
they have a chance at becom-
ing the top gaming company 
of this generation. But re-
ally, Nintendo should open a 
theme park.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                           

How do you plan on using the Starbucks machine?

“I am planning on not us-
ing it.”  
-Freshman Stephanie Sills

“I don’t.”  
-Junior Katie Wells  

“I didn’t even know there 
was a Starbucks machine”  

-Sophomore Liam Little

“I don’t drink coffee so it 
doesn’t really affect me.”  

-Senior Peter Kessel

   Dear Juniors,
   Start thinking about college 
NOW.
   Everyone tells you to do it, 
but barely anyone does.
   Sure, preparing for the 
ACT is a good first step, but 
there is more to be done to be 
prepared.
   It’s amazing how many 
seniors still aren’t quite sure 
which colleges they are apply-
ing to, if they’re doing early 
decision, or what early deci-
sion even is.
   These are all important 
questions that you do not 
want to be answering a month 

Juniors, You Better Crack Open the College Pamphlets
before your application is 
due.
   Many juniors favorite 
phrase is, “I’m too busy”
    Well I can assure you, 
you’re not too busy for this.
   All those things that you 
think you are too busy with 
like grades, ACT prep, and 
sports will not matter unless 
you figure out what your goal 
is after high school.
   While this may seem like a 
scary and unreasonable task, 
it’s actually pretty easy and 
maybe even a little bit fun. 
   Start off by just doing what 
you’re best at, surfing the 
Internet. Maybe take a couple 
online quizzes that will match 
you to some colleges.

   Once you get a few schools 
in mind the next step is to 
search their websites. This 
may seem overwhelming 
because of the sheer amount 
of information out there, but 
it doesn’t have to be. 
   Almost every college website 
has a section for perspective 
students that will give you all 
the information you need to 
know if it’s the right school 
for you. 
   If you have a particular 
dream school in mind, make 
sure you’re meeting all the 
requirements for the program 
you want to go into. 
   Sure, a 36 on the ACT would 
be awesome. But, what if your 
dream school required four 

years of science and you only 
took three?
   Do you really want that to be 
the reason you don’t get in? 
   Once you’ve done some 
research and looked at schools 
you’re interested in, make 
sure your selections are rea-
sonable.
   It’s sad to see seniors who 
are just realizing that a 3.0 
GPA is just not
going to cut it for U of M, and 
that they have no back up 
options. Always have back up 
options! 
   A dream school is great, but 
if you don’t get in you don’t 
want to be stuck at home for 
the next four years while your 
friends are off living the col-

lege dream. Find a second, 
third, fourth, and even fifth 
choice.
   Finally, talk to your parents 
about how your family will be 
paying for college. If it’s all 
going to be on you, you may 
need to reconfigure where you 
can exactly afford to go. 
   It may not be the most fun 
conversation, but it sure is 
better to have this conversa-
tion before you get your heart 
set on a school that you won’t 
be able to pay for than after.
   That being said, there are 
always scholarships to look 
into, which can start in your 
junior year! So if money is 
a big consideration for your 
family, maybe get a head 

start on the scholarship game 
before you start your senior 
year.
   Websites like fastweb.com 
allow for constant email up-
dates on scholarships you are 
applicable for with very little 
time investment.
   While all these suggestions 
may seem overwhelming, 
getting a head start will only 
help to prevent stress down 
the road. 
   All things considered, put-
ting aside a couple hours per 
month to allocate to college 
planning your junior year 
will pay huge dividends when 
you’re getting ready to send 
in your apps a year from now.
   Good luck juniors! 
   -Highlander Seniors

Staff Editorial

   To get flavorful Mexican 
food, one used to have to go 
to a dive to get a burrito and 
some salsa. Even worse, some 
settled their late night crav-
ing with fourth meal at Taco 
Bell.  However, MEX! opened 
a month ago, in Bloomfield 
Hills near Telegraph and 15 
mile,  it offers everytype of au-
thentic Mexican food anyone 
could wish for.  
   The décor of MEX! is fun 
and eye catching.  No wall is 
blank and the interior design 
is based off of the movie “Al-
ice and Wonderland”.  When 
walking in, the vibe hits you 
right away. The restaurant is 
filled with a nice mix of Mexi-
can and glamorous décor. 
From the candy skull painting 
to the giant metallic chairs, 
this is not one to miss.  
MEX! is very different from 
the other restaurants that chef 
Zack Sklar has in the area. Sk-
lar is also head chef at Social 
Kitchen and Bar, a personal 
favorite. MEX!’s atmosphere 
is more whimsical, however, 
both are extremely sought 
after dinner seats in the Bir-
mingham area.

Mexican Food With a Kick

MEX!’s wait was 30 minutes 
long on a Tuesday night.  The 
wait on a Friday or a Saturday 
is 30-45 minutes. However, 
the food is completely worth 
the wait.
   The menu includes every 

type of Mexican cuisine one 
could think of. The food isn’t 
typical Mexican food either; 
each dish has its own special 
kick and a mix of different 
flavors.  The menu even has 
vegan options.

Meghan Flynn
Student Life Editor
mflynn.shshighlander@gmail.com

The food isn’t 
typical Mexican 
food either; each 
dish has its own 
special kick and 

a mix of different 
flavors.

Photo By Meghan Flynn
A candy skull painting inside MEX! The décor is a mix of 
Mexican and something else.

  The food is priced extremely 
reasonably, for such a highly 
acclaimed chef as Zack Sklar.  
Their out-of-this-world gua-
camole is only $9.5, a classic 
burrito is $13, fish tacos are 
$9.5, and chicken tacquitos 
are only $11. 
Overall the food was a satisfy-
ing and legitimate Mexican 
food. It is definitely a pleas-
antand fun spot but it’s not an 
every day dinner restaurant.
After all, how many times can 

one person eat Mexican food 
a month?
MEX! is open Sunday through 
Thursday 4-10 pm and Friday 
through Saturday 4-11pm.  

Man on the Street:

“I plan on going to the 
actual Starbucks to get 
a cake pop.”

-Junior Noah Correll

“I would drink their hot 
chocolate but it tastes bitter 
to me.”

-Sophomore Robert Brown
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Photo Courtesy Of Emily Potter
Emily Potter [center, in blue] sits with a group of young children in Detroit. Potter’s love for helping those in need has 
changed her plans for after she graduates.

A Chick Flick With A New Destination 

   You're more 
than your ACT 
score 
   You may have 
heard it many 
times before, 
but with the 

last round of ACT scores 
coming in this past Monday 
and college App season heat-
ing up, it's easy to forget that 
your ACT does not define 
who you are.
   Ever since I was a junior 
and my peers started tak-
ing the ACT, it's been rare 
to make it through a school 
day without mention of the 
dreaded test.
   “How many times have you 
taken it?”
   “What score does Michi-
gan need?”
   “I not getting into col-
lege, my ACT score is 
terrible.”
   While these statements 
may seem exaggerated, I've 
heard them all before just 
walking the halls of Seaholm.
   So what's the problem? 
   Students are too focused on 
their scores.
   I hate seeing kid's holding 
their breath as they click on 

the link to their most recent 
score, only to look like their 
going to break into tears 
after seeing it wasn't quite as 
high as they wanted.
   Letting your happiness ride 
on your ACT score is not a 
good idea. The simple fact 
of the matter is that the vast 
majority of people are not 
going to get a 36!
   While this may seem easier 
said than done, it is possible.
   If you're afraid your ACT 
score is going to prevent you 
from getting into your dream 
school, improve another part 
of your application to com-
pensate.
   Instead of spending your 
days stressing and feeling 
helpless, put that energy into 
something you feel passion-
ate about.
   Maybe you love to run, or 
act, or write. Take some time 
off college apps, and do what 
you love.
   A truly inspired person 
writes much better essays 
than someone completely 
consumed with the feeling of 
inadequacy because of their 
ACT score. 
    Ultimately, just remember 
that regardless of the final 
score that goes on your col-
lege apps, you have all the 
potential in the world for a 
bright future ahead of you. 
According to the Washington 
Post study "Bad Scores, Good 
Company" there is often 
no correlation between test 
scores and how successful a 
person becomes.

Kendall Hitch
Editor-In-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

A Hitch 
in it: 
You’re 
More 
Than A 
Score

S E A H O L M  H I G H  S C H O O L ’ S  S T U D E N T  V O I C E

HIGHLANDER
WWW.SEAHOLMHIGHLANDER.COM2436 W. LINCOLN RD. - BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009

Attention Parents :
It’s not too early to 
subscribe to the 
Seaholm Highlander
The Highlander will be continuing subscription-based delivery for 
the 2013-14 school year. Single issues will also be available for $1.50 
at the Maple Tree.

Subscription plans are available for $15 (in-class delivery) and for 
$20 (home delivery).

**If you purchase a Highlander Subscription today you don’t need to 
buy another during registration in August. 

I want to subscribe!

Please make all checks out to “Seaholm High School”

Sign me up for room delivery.$15  

Sign me up for home delivery.$20  

NAME:

Address (home delivery only)

Street                                                         City                  State              ZIP

Please cut out, include check and mail to:                          
         Seaholm Highlander
                            2436 West Lincoln, G107
                               Birmingham, MI 48009

Questions? Call us (248-203-3803) or email: subscription.seaholmhighlander@gmail.com

   Many people would write 
Baggage Claim off imme-
diately for being just an-
other stereotypical romantic 
comedy. If you're one of 
those people don't pass on 
it just yet. This was a funny 
movie with a wonderful cast, 
outstanding and fitting sound 
track, and ever-changing 
scenery. Although the plot 
got a bit predictable as the 
film progressed, it didn't low-
er the quality of the movie.
   All her life, Montana Moore 
(Paula Patton, Mission Im-
possible – Ghost Protocol) 
has been raised around the 
idea of finding a husband and 
getting married. Her selec-
tiveness towards potential 
boyfriends and her lifestyle 
as a flight attendant has left 
little in the way of love. The 
only man she's had a long-
term relationship with was 
her childhood friend William 
(Derek Luke, Captain Amer-
ica: The First Avenger). Her 
mother Catherine (Jenifer 
Lewis, Think Like A Man) 
was married five times and 
now that her sister Sheree 
(Lauren London, I Love You, 
Beth Cooper) is engaged, 
Montana must bring a man to 
Sheree's wedding reception.
   After finding out that the 
man she was dating has 

another girlfriend, who is 
pregnant no less, Montana 
has to find a new man. With 
the help of her friends Sam 
(Adam Brody, Seeking a 
Friend for the End of the 
World) and Gail (Jill Scott, 
Obsessed), they create a plan 
to set Montana up with her 

ex's as they're traveling during 
the holiday season, hence the 
movie's tagline, 30 days and 
30,000 miles.
   She "runs into" many of 
her ex's, all of whom have 
big problems which prevent 
another chance at love. The 
men range from pretending 

to be rich, to a control freak, 
to having his own boyfriend, 
and to being too affection-
ate. Through her journey, she 
realizes her feelings towards 
Will might be more than 
friendly. All until Montana 
meets up with an ex, Quinton 
(Djimon Hounsou, Blood 

Diamond), who seems to have 
all the right qualities, except 
for one. He owns a hotel and 
offers to take her around the 
world, but he doesn't want to 
get married. With no time left 
before her sister's reception 
dinner, Montana must choose 
to show up alone or accept 
Quinton's offer.
   One big aspect of the movie 
was not practical. Montana 
and her friends could have all 
been fired and jailed for their 
actions, seeing as they are 
putting her without identifica-
tion or paying onto airplanes. 
Sam even mentioned this, but 
Montana and Gail didn't even 
blink an eye. Personally, if I 
was about to commit a fed-
eral offense, I'd at least think 
about it beforehand.
   Director David Talbert did 
manage to put a new spin on 
traditional romantic com-
edies. The main character 
didn't start off single and she 
started dating exes instead 
of finding someone new. She 
also had a job that didn't 
revolve around the men. Actu-
ally the opposite, the men 
depended on her job. This 
movie also highlighted a lot 
of real life character flaws in 
all of Montana's exes, which 
made it more realistic.

MPAA Rating PG-13. Run-
time 96 minutes. Release 
Date: September 27 2013.

Esther Seawell 
News Editor
eseawell.shshighlander@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy Of   Katrina Kostrzeba

Baggage Claim provides a new take on the traditional romantic comedy, with different sce-
narios of the main character dating her ex-boyfriends. 

“I hate seeing 
kid’s holding their 

breath as they click 
on the link to their 
most reacent ACT 

score.”

- Kendall Hitch

5 Things You Need to Know: Halloween Costumes

Content by Meghan Flynn, Graphics by Esther Seawell
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Nummer’s Memorable Mission Trip 
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Photo Courtesy Of  Abby Nummer
Abby Numer entertaining and having fun with all of the Ugandan children while in 
line for medical equipment.

   Early September, Seaholm 
junior Abby Nummer traveled 
to Uganda. This was her 
church’s annual medical 
mission trip. While there, 
Nummer worked to provide 
medical assisstence to 
Ugandan children. 
   “Uganda was a place I 
wanted to go for a really 
long time, and it was well 
known throughout my church 
community,” said Nummer. 
“So when the medical team 
was faced with an opportunity 
to bring someone extra, who 
wasn’t medical, they were kind 
enough to think of me and 
invite me to come along with 
them.”
   Nummer could not pass 
up this opportunity. Their 
clinic provided for over 3,300 
patients in five days. She was 
accompanied by her pastor 
and his wife, Pastor Slator and 
Inell Slator, of Highland Park 
Baptist Church, located in 
Southfield.
   “Abby and a couple Ugandan 
teen girls provided a safe fun 
program everyday for [the 
Ugandan children],” Slator 
said. “She worked all day 
everyday and did an excellent 
job loving kids and interacting 
with children and adults.” 
   Nummer learned many 
things from the Ugandan 
people. 
   “One of the characteristics 
of the Ugandan people in 
general is that they’re just 
so welcoming, and when 
someone new comes they just 
really embrace them and try 
to get to know them and they 
really care,” Nummer said.
   “She didn’t complain and 
learned what it meant to 

continue serving people 
when the fun part was over,” 
Slator said. “Everyone was 
tired every day, but Abby 
was fun and positive keeping 
the team morale up. She 
stretched to try many new 

foods and experiences.”
   Nummer missed the first 
two weeks of the 2013-2014 
school year. She has missed 
a lot of work and will have to 
catch up.
   “It’s been hard to miss that 
much school, but Seahlom 
teachers are all super helpful 
and no one has been mean,” 
Nummer said. “They’ve been 
really helpful in getting me 
caught up.”
   Nummer’s parents were 
very supportive of Nummer’s 
trip. They thought it was a 
very educational experience 
and a good preview for what 
Abby might want to do in the 
future.
   “As her parents, we 
naturally had concerns 
about her traveling to a part 
of the world that at times 
has been unpredictable and 
dangerous,” Patti Nummer 
said. “We received maybe two 
to three text messages while 
she was away. We, however, 
knew she was with great 
people and people who had 
been there many times so that 
eased our minds.”
   Abby has plans to continue 
missionary work in the future. 
She is graduating a year early 
and was considering going 
back to Uganda, but now 

   On Friday, September 20, 
Apple has come out with two 
new versions of their current 
iPhone 5: iPhone 5s and 
iPhone 5c. 
   The iPhone 5s offers a va-
riety of innova-
tive additions 
to the iPhone 5. 
First, Touch ID 
has revolution-
ized the unlock-
ing process. 
Now with just a 
simple touch of 
the user’s fin-
ger, the iPhone 
is unlocked. 
This is because 
there is a sen-
sor inside of the 
home button, 
which analyzes 
the fingerprint 
of the user.  
   “Touch ID 
defines the next 
step of how 
you use your 
iPhone,” Jony 
Ive, Senior Vice 
President of 
Design, said. 
   Instead of 

Claire Markley
Community Editor 
CMarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com
Luke Sperling
Staff Writer
Lsperling.shshighlander@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy Of  Abby Nummer
Ugandan children lined up for medical equipment

she hesitant to go back 
to Uganda for that entire 
year, considering how 
different it is and how far 
away from home it is.
   “I think she realized that 
instead of going there for a 
whole year next year, that 
she would attend a college 
that allows students to 
study abroad in Uganda,” 
said Sydney McKay, one of 
Nummer’s close friends. 
“Maybe after she is done 
with that she will figure out 
what she wants to do next.”
   Abby is happy to be 
back in Birmingham with 
family and friends, and she 
thankful to have had the 
opportunity to go on this 
trip.
   “Our hope for Abby was 
for her to have the most 
amazing experience with 
the people of Uganda,” 
Mike Nummer said. We 
also wanted her to come 
home with a better idea if 
this was in fact a country 
where she might spend 
more time in after college 
as a missionary.”

   Every time she has entered 
an arts competition, she has 
never left empty handed.  Her 
photography style emulates 
the simplicity of nature with 
a twist, as defined by her 
self-proclaimed “bizarre, and 
unique eye”.  Rarely found 
without her Canon Rebel T2i 
in hand, senior Madeline Tew 
hopes to take her passion for 
photography to the next level 
by attending art school.  
   “I had always been drawn 
to art as a coping mechanism 
and when my uncle, who 
is a photographer gave me 
a camera, I couldn’t put it 
down,” Tew said.  “Art makes 
me happy and that’s what I’m 
looking for.”
   Tew has been interested in 
various art schools throughout 
the country, but has narrowed 
it down to three top choices- 
School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, Milwaukee Institute 
of Art and Design, and Colum-
bia College Chicago.
   “I plan on majoring in 
photography and minoring 
in psychology,” Tew said. 
“My dream job is to be an art 
therapist, but anything deal-
ing with photography is what I 
plan on pursuing.”    
   In order to prepare for a 
rigorous college curriculum, 
Tew has taken the necessary 
classes at Seaholm for art 
school admission.  
   “I have taken all the photog-
raphy classes I could possibly 
fit in my schedule,” Tew said.  
“I am taking portfolio prepa-
ration classes and AP courses 
to advance my placement in 
college.”
   According to Seaholm art 
teacher, Elizabeth Moyer, The 
Seaholm Art Department of-
fers a wide range of courses to 
expose students to various art 
mediums and experiences.
   “In all visual arts classes, 
we emphasize critique and 
explaining one’s ideas about 
their art and the art others 
make,” Moyer said.  “This 
gives students practice for 
when they get into college and 
will be expected to justify what 
they are doing with thought 
provoking ideas.”

   Moyer believes the Seaholm 
Art’s curriculum is an excel-
lent way to prepare art-inter   
“Our art department is at-
tempting to grow the program 
and include more students in 
the visual arts,” Moyer said.  
“We are doing this by con-
tinuing to update how we plan 
the courses, as well as ex-
panding the range of courses 
that we offer.”
   The applications for art 
schools vary greatly from 
standard college applications, 
such as the Common App.
   “Most art schools are not on 
the Common App and have 
their own application pro-
cess,” Tew said.  “Along with 
submitting transcripts, ACT/
SAT scores, and rec letters, 
essays are optional but help 
and usually relate to why you 
are inspired to be an artist.”
   Tew stated that the portfolio 
is the most important part of 
the application process, and 
typically includes anywhere 
from 10-30 pieces of an art-
ist’s medium.
   This will be the third year 
Tew is entering the Scholastic 
Arts and Writing Competi-
tion, which gives students the 
opportunity to win awards 
and scholarships through the 
College of Creative Studies in 
Detroit.  
   “Scholastics is the most 
highly regarded art competi-
tion in the country,” Moyer 
said.  “If students are chosen 
for the regional show, the 
teacher brings their work to 
CCS for the exhibit.”
   As noted in a March 13, 
2012 Birmingham Patch 
article, the Scholastic Art & 
Writing Competition re-
ceives more than 140,000 
submissions annually from 
more than 77,000 students 
in grades 7–12. From those 
submissions, 1,000 winners 
are selected nationwide. 
   From the competition, Tew 
has won various awards.  Her 
collection includes two of the 
highest awards, golden keys, 
and two honorable mentions.
   Tew admits her art is hard 
to describe, but chooses to 
pursue it for other reasons.  
   “Art has been a coping 
mechanism for me,” Tew said.  
“Through my struggles I have 
found inspiration.” 
 

A Girl and Her Art

typing in a password, the 
iTunes Store, the App Store, 
and iBooks Store can scan 
the user’s fingerprint to make 
purchases. 
   More features of iPhone 5s 
include the A7 64-bit chip, 
M7 coprocessor, all-new 8 
megapixel iSight camera 
with True Tone flash, Face-
Time HD front facing cam-
era, Ultrafast LTE wireless, 

and iOS 7 operating system. 
The 5s comes in iPhone 5s 
comes in gold, silver, or 
space gray. 
   “I think it’s a great phone. 
It’s a refinement of what 
they’ve done in the past,” 
Senior Russell Ladd said. 
“They remarkably continue 
to simplify and make it more 
elegant. They did a phenom-
enal job with hardware.” 

   The iPhone 
5c is a unique 
spin on Apple’s 
usual metal 
look. It has a 
seamless plastic 
shell around 
a steel frame. 
The 5c comes 
in blue, green, 
pink, yellow, 
and white.  
   “iOS 7 is 
designed to 
compliment 
the iPhone 5c 
beautifully,” 
Craig Federighi, 
Senior Vice 
President 
of Software 
Engineer-
ing said. “The 
wallpapers are 
color matched 
to the exterior, 
and the trans-
lucency inher-

Seaholm Shares Thoughts on New iPhone 5s, 5c: A Survey

Caroline Filips
Managing Editor 
CFilips@shshighlander@gmail.com
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An example of Tew’s unique and “indescribable” artistic style

ent in iOS 7 carries this color 
through everything you do.” 
   More features of the iPhone 
5c include the 4-inch Retina 
display, the A6 chip, and 8 
megapixel iSight camera. 
The 5c also runs on the iOS 7 
operating system. 
   “The color is refreshing,” 
Ladd said. “The 99 dollar 
price tag is great. It fits nicely 
with iOS 7.” 
   When comparing the iPhone 
5s and 5c, significant differ-
ences are found. The iPhone 
5s is about $100 more ex-
pensive than the 5c in each 
model. The 5s has models 
with 16 GB, 32 Gb, and 64 
GB of storage available while 
the 5c only has models with 
16 GB and 32 GB. The 5s 
weighs 4.65 ounces while the 
5s weighs 3.95 ounces. The 5s 
includes auto image stabiliza-
tion, burst mode, and Slow-
motion video. 
   “I don’t want to change be-
cause I am on the old Verizon 
plan that has unlimited data, 
and if I changed phones they 
will change my data plan,” 
Seaholm staff member Susan 
Pomroy, owner of the iPhone 
4, said. “So I’m against getting 
the new one right now.” 
   How do Seaholm students 
react to Apple’s newest ad-
ditions to the iPhone fam-

ily? Nearly 70% of a 99 
person survey taken said 
they were not planning 
on buying an iPhone 5s or 5c 
as of right now. Nearly 65% 
of these surveyed students 
would prefer to have the 
iPhone 5s if they were to have Graphic by Meghan Flynn        

one, compared to the 17% that 
would prefer the 5c and the 
18% that had no preference. 
   The 5s and 5c are just two 
new additions to Apple’s 
iPhone family.

Graphic by Meghan Flynn        
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   The 2013 boys tennis team 
has had a good season so far 
this fall. They have a record 
of eight wins, three ties, and 
three losses. 
   “We’ve been playing good 
tennis,” head coach G. Scott 
Ransome said. “Our sched-
ule’s been challenging and the 
guys have met each challenge 
admirably.”
   Senior captain Ben Mc-
Dermott, playing in the one 

Claire Markley
Commnuity Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com

Boys’ Tennis Team Continuing a Series of Excellence
singles position, has had a 
tough season so far, but has 
been a good leader.
   “I feel like I’ve played a lot 
of good matches,” McDermott 
said. “It’s a tough spot, but, 
you know, I do the best that I 
can.”
   Playing in the two singles 
flight is sophomore Zaven 
Dadian. Three singles is 
junior captain Rocko Gibout, 
and sophomore Gavin Butler 
plays the four singles position. 
In the doubles, junior Griffin 

Neel and senior captain Kenji 
Johnston play the one spot, 
senior Francisco Leyva and 
sophomore Andrew Latessa 
play two, junior Alex Cross 
and senior Chris Breeden play 
three, and sophomores Will 
Geller and Brendan Knight 
play four. Conor Ryan and 
Andrew Geller play at five 
doubles.
   Last year at the state tour-
nament, the Seaholm boys 
placed fifth in Division II.
They are about half way 

through the season, and they 
have a positive outlook on the 
remaining part of the season 
and the MHSAA state tourna-
ment.
   “We are going to be better 
than five in the state,” Ran-
some said. “And we think that 
that goal is attainable and we 
think it’s realistic.”
   Neel and Johnston at one 
doubles have had a strong 
season thus far. They have 
only lost a couple matches, 
and they are still going strong. 

The state tournament is Octo-
ber 18 and 19. 
   “Griffin and I have only lost 
a couple of times, probably 
twice, the whole season,” 
Johnston said. “You know, 
we’re just a solid team.”    
“One doubles has been tough, 
they’ve played really well,” as-
sistant coach Paul Young said.
   Gibout has also had a favor-
able season. He has beaten 
three singles players at North 
Farmington and Division I 
schools such as Troy.

   According to MI Prep Zone, 
associated with the Oakland 
Press as Oakland County 
High School sports coverage, 
the Michigan High School 
Tennis Coaches Association 
has ranked Seaholm as eighth 
in Division II as of September 
16.
   “Our goal since the begin-
ning of the season has been to 
place higher than fifth. That’s 
still our goal right now,” Mc-
Dermott said. “First we have 
to get there one step at a time. 

That’s our goal.”

   Playing a competitive sport 
in college is an aspiration of 
many, and for senior Labina 
Petrovska that dream will 
come true next year.
   After seven years of concen-
trated tennis and countless 
hours on the court, Petro-
vska’s determination has 
paid off in a big way with a 
commitment from Western 
Michigan University. 
   “To finally have commit-
ted feels amazing; to be part 
of such an intense program 
has been my goal every time 
I walked onto practice,” 
Petrovska said. “Now to 
finally have the opportunity, 
I’m relieved and nervous and 
thrilled all at the same time.”
   With only five losses in 27 
matches last year,Petrovska 
is ranked as the ninth best 
player for her age in Michi-
gan. 
   Petrovska’s talent has 
shown considerably at 
Seaholm, and will continue to 
do so at Western. 
   “She will definitely succeed 
at Western. Playing college 
tennis has been a goal for 
her for a long time,” Seaholm 
teammate Laine Boitos said. 
“I think she will strive to be 
the best teammate and player 
she can be.”
   The high stakes atmo-
sphere at Western is one that 
Petrovska looks forward to. 
With two-a-day practices, 

Theresa Ross
Staff Writer
tross.shshighlander@gmail.com

and tournaments year round, 
Western is set to be a chal-
lenging environment for 
Petrovska to flourish in. 
   “I know that I still have a 
long way to go,” Petrovska 
said. “Nonetheless I can’t wait 
to do what I love for a school 
and team that will bring so 
many opportunities.” 
   In addition to working on 
her conditioning, Petrovska 
will begin to play in college 
level tournaments to see how 
she matches up against other 
college level players. 
   Petrovska was not only 
recruited by Western, but 
also schools such as Michigan 
State, Miami of Ohio, and sev-
eral other east coast schools. 
   A usual week for Petrovska 
consists of practices six to 
seven days a week, which can 
range anywhere from one to 
six hours. 
   “I think she works harder 
than any other player I know 
and never complains,” team-
mate Jackie Meier said. 
   From age eleven on, tennis 
has been at center stage in 
Petrovska’s life. Convinced 
first to try tennis by her 
parents, Petrovska could not 
imagine her life without it. 
   “When I’m not at school 
or doing homework I’m at 
tennis,” Petrovska said. “It 
teaches me a lot about work-
ing hard and standing up 
for myself, and other than 
that it’s just a way, outside of 
school, to get rid of stress.” 
   When faced with adversity, 

Petrovska only comes back 
stronger, as shown through 
a torn ACL freshmen year. 
Starting the season only days 
after she had been cleared 

Senior Tennis Player Petrovska Commits To WMU
to resume sports, Petrovska 
excelled in the one doubles 
position. 
   “After I tore my ACL, I 
kind of began to respect the 

practices more, you realize 
what your life would be like 
without tennis,” Petrovska 
said. “It made me a stronger 
player, and it made me work 
harder.” 
   Petrovska is both captain 
and plays one singles for 
Seaholm’s team.
   Petrovska has been a mem-
ber of Seaholm’s state team 
every year, including the 2012 
team, which took home the 
state title. Last year she was 
also all-county first team.
   “I think that Labina is 
the standard by which all 
of Seaholm tennis can be 
measured. She has an ex-
emplary work ethic, a won-
derful skill set that only has 
greater promise this season 
and going forward,” Seaholm 
coach Scott Ransome said.                                                                                                                             
“I think that we would all be 
fortunate to be as Labina is in 

Photo By Claire Markley
Petrovska competing at the State Tennis Competition in 
2012. 

terms for her love of the game 
and the passion that she has 
for competing.” 
   Petrovska credits the 
Seaholm team with her desire 
to continue her career, due 
to the team atmosphere the 
Maples exhibit. 
   According to Petrovska, 
playing for a team is different 
than a competitive individual 
tournament. Playing for a 
team involves cheering on 
your teammates, and even 
going as far as to rely on them 
for the win, 
   Petrovska has been a fear-
less leader for the team in the 
past year, and will continue 
to be one this year, according 
to junior Rachel Wilson. 
   “She speaks with her racket, 
and I think a lot of the girls 
take inspiration from her,” 
Ransome said. 
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   The Varsity Girls’ Volley-
ball team is off to a surpris-
ingly good start. Starting off 
the season with a tourna-
ment win and a victory over 
the dreaded cross town rival 
that is Groves, this season 
is looking to be a Cinderella 

story.
   With the loss of a senior class that will go 
down in history, fans of the varsity volleyball 
team didn’t expect this good of a start. 
   The team is lead by the captains, who 
include junior setter Paige Zywick, junior 
outside hitter Natalie Nepa, junior defensive 
specialist Madison Martin and senior defen-
sive specialist Eleni Barr.    
   This young team is an elite group of girls 
that can really go far this season. With only 
four seniors on the team, the younglings 
are going to have to show their skills. This 
Seaholm team includes eight juniors, three 
sophomores and one freshman. 
   This group of young women has some play-
ers on their team who can really drop some 
bombs on the court. With intimidating spikers 
such as senior Emma “Chief Schief” Schiefel-
bein and sophomores Annie Schechter and 
Lauren McLeod, the Maples often snipe the 
ball between the other team’s players, alert-
ing the student section that there is in fact, a 
sniper in the building. These snipers, although 
accurate, are often avoided by the student sec-
tion due to the fact that they always make sure 
they get down. Whenever a sniper unloads a 
shot, the fans are alerted to get down to the 
ground to avoid the heat-seeking ball. This is 
a regular custom within the Maple Forest. 
     Sophomores Kate Carey and Lauren 
McLeod currently lead the team in kills with 
Schiefelbein in third and Schechter in fourth. 
   Not only does this strong Maples team have 
powerful hitters, they also have the finest of 
finesse players one can hope to find out on 
the court. With junior setters such as Paige 
Zywick and Maddie Varlese, and defensive 
specialists such as senior Eleni Barr and 
junior Madison Martin, non- Maples seem to 
have trouble getting the ball to find the floor 
on the opposing side.
   The varsity volleyball team is currently sit-
ting at a record of 18-7. They are also second 
in the league, behind Lake Orion and ranked 
29th in the Class A in the state. 
   Due to the fact that the Lady Maples lost a 
plethora of seniors from the previous year, not 
a lot of people had high hopes for this season. 
I was one of those people, but not anymore.  
   Seaholm Varsity Volleyball has proved that 
they are a force to be reckoned with. Win-
ning fourteen of their first seventeen matches, 
this rag-tag group of girls will soon be sitting 
pretty in the standings. 
   With the way the team has been playing this 
far, they won’t have any trouble finding them-
selves in the playoffs. As far as I’m concerned, 
only one thing comes to mind when I think 
of high school women’s volleyball playoffs. 
Marian. 
   The rivalry that is Seaholm v. Marian varsity 
volleyball can only be compared to that of the 
Romans and Carthaginians. An all-out, never-
ending, heart-pounding, dream-killing and 
career-ending battle that can shake the nerves 
of the strongest man. 
   Sooner or later, the greater Birmingham-
Bloomfield area will realize who the one true 
high school women’s volleyball General is.
   This year’s playoffs will take place at Mar-
ian High School, which is just a stone’s throw 
away from Seaholm. I look forward to cheer-
ing on the Mighty Lady Maples take on the 
cross-town volleyball presence of the Marian 
Mustangs. 

Reed My Lips: 
My Volleyball 
Hands are Most 
Certainly Up
Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowers.shshighlander@gmail.com

   As the season rolled around, the 
Seaholm women’s diving team was out 
of a coach.
   However, Matt Egbers was ready to 
step up and take on the job of coaching 
the team to victory. 
   With goals of scoring more points at 
meets, Egbers is pushing the team even 
harder. According to senior captain 
Claire Neville, they have a lot of poten-
tial.
   “I think he is a really good coach.” 
Neville said.“He’s really nice and funny. 
And he has a lot of patience with us 
when we are messing around.”

   According to junior divers Sammie Siegel, 
Carly Wade, and senior  Neville, Egbers has 
been focused on trying to get the girls to try 
new dives. 
   “They’re a little bit hesitant to throw some 
of the harder stuff,” Egbers said. “But I think 
they’re starting to see the need that they need 
to step up a little bit, take it to the next level.”
   Committed to his divers, Egbers has even 
gone so far as to buy a team wetsuit so the 
girls can try new dives without the conse-
quences of smacking the water. 
   According to Wade, Egbers has brought 
energy and enthusiasm into the program, 
specifically relating to technology. 
   “We use this program called e-dive for the 
meet that’s extremely tricky and tempera-
mental. It’s the scoring system that totals ev-

ery girls dives and points,” Wade said.“He 
writes software for his job and was talking 
about improving the program or rewriting 
it or something in that nature, so every-
one’s looking forward to that.”
   A former diver at the University of 
Vermont and a past coach at Brother Rice, 
Egbers’ new job has been both difficult 
and rewarding. 
   “I’ve never coached girls before so that 
was a little transition,” Egbers said. “But 
it’s very rewarding from the girl’s side as 
well.” 
   According to Siegel, Egbers transition 
has proved successful. 
   “He’s really easygoing and understand-
ing, but he pushes you to be better at the 
same time. It’s a good balance,” Siegal 

said. 
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New Women’s Head Diving Coach Whipping the Team into Shape

Monisha Gowda
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   Nothing else matters except for the adver-
sary that lay ahead. 
   Maintaining focus, anticipating each and 
every move, and blocking all sense of anxi-
ety is key.
   Carefully examin-
ing the opponent 
so she can counter 
the first attack, she 
balances her foot-
work and on cue 
swiftly raises her 
saber in response as 
the referee closely 
watches. 
   The hit is clear, 
and advanced lung-
es follow, as senior 
Despina Tsitlakidou 
focuses on fencing 
her way to success. 
   “I can be really 
nervous before a 
competition and 
just like you know 
have butterflies in 
my stomach and 
cold feet, but then 
the moment that 
I plug in all my 
equipment, and 
sit in the strip end 
I am ready to go,” 
Tsitlakidou said. “I 
just feel like I’m in 
the zone, like I’m in 
my right place, like 
nothing really else 
matters; I am just 
really calm.”
   Tsitlakidou’s fencing career was influ-
enced by her mother, Mia Kee, devoted 18 
years of her life to fencing.  Fencing was her 
passion, but due to differences in her Ko-
rean culture that conflicted with the sport, 
she couldn’t continue.
   “I came across my mom’s equipment, so 
I decided to try it on and surprise her, and 
then she saw me for the first time,” Tsitlaki-
dou said.  “She saw me with a mask on and 
a foil in my hands, and she was just laugh-
ing.  After that I kind of took a couple of 
classes and it kicked off from there.”
   Kee wanted her daughter to go after her 
interests, without any obstacles. 
   “When she [Despina] was a little girl, I 
wanted her to do whatever she wanted to 
be, enjoy fencing,” Mia Kee said.” I started 
teaching her when she was five, and took 
her to the fencing club.”
   Despite, Tsitlakidou’s young fencing 
exposure, her fencing career has been an 
intermittent process.  
   Tsitlakidou first fenced at age five, then 

stopped. She picked up the sport again at age 
nine, fenced for seven months, until she stopped 
and resumed freshman year. Following fresh-
man year, she dropped the sport again until 
junior year. Since then she has continued with 
the sport. 
   “She got fussy a little bit and didn’t want to do 
it, but when she got into high school, she said 
she wanted to do it, and that’s why we started 

it again,” Kee said. She’s good enough to do 
the elite class. She’s doing pretty well and she’s 
coaching right now.”
   For Tsitladkidou’s varied fencing career, she 
has been working hard towards actively improv-
ing and competing. 
   “For the amount of experience that she’s had, 
she’s been competing a lot in the last season,” 
Tsitlakidou’s fencing coach, Scott Dressell said. 
“This is her second real season that she’s been 
spending a lot of time and competing.”
   Tsitladkidou practices her fencing skills at the 
Renaissance Fencing Club, in Troy Michigan, 
and has been coaching intermediate students for 
the past five months. 
   Typical fencing practice for Tsitlakidou in-
volves a warm up of handball, or soccer, fol-
lowed by runs and intensive footwork. The 
fencers practice cuts with their blades, perform 
drills involving both handwork and footwork 
and conclude with thirty minutes of fencing.  
   One of Tsitlakidou’s first fencing competitions 
had her participate in a National Qualifiers com-
petition, in which she took part in saber fencing 
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Tsitlakidou saber fencing against an opponent in a fencing tournament. 

and placed third. 
   Saber fencing, amongst it’s other two types, 
foil and epée, uses a cross-section of a blade 
that is similar to a Yor V shape and involves 
more sporadic movements, with fencers 
targeting their opponents around the torso, 
above the waist, and the head.  
   “Despina is really motivated, she’s smart, 
she works hard,” Dressell said. “She’s one 

of those students that 
you’re always happy 
to have because she’s 
driven to be the best 
she can be and she’s 
anxious to get more, 
learn more, and do 
more, so she’s a real 
pleasure.”
   Tsitlakidou’s kindled 
passion for saber fenc-
ing has led her to want 
to continue with the 
sport through college. 
   “It’s very competitive. 
The strongest fencers 
are in college fencing, 
it’s very, very tough,” 
Dressell said. “In order 
to find a spot in a var-
sity college team she’s 
[Despina] going to 
have to work very hard 
and post some good re-
sults. I have confidence 
that she’ll be able to do 
that.”
   Tsitlakidou has 
been contacting fenc-
ing coaches, and has 
narrowed her college 
choices to Wayne State 

University and the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy, 
both of which have 

shown interest to recruiting her onto their 
college teams. Tsitlakidou would hopefully 
attend either one through a fencing scholar-
ship. 
   “I think she’s pretty good at fencing; she’s 
pretty accurate at it,” Alexi Tsitlakidis said.  
“Sometimes she might have these bad days, 
but others she’s really good, she comes back.”
   Kee loves to watch her daughter succeed 
with her passion and push herself to be the 
best she can be. 
   “She’s very competitive, after tournaments 
she will always be like; I should have, would 
have, or could have...” Mia Kee said. She re-
ally learns from her mistakes and tries hard 
about that.  I think she will do the fencing for 
the rest of her life. “
   Fencing has had a definite impact on Tsit-
lakidou’s life. 
   “It’s given me a lot of self-control, and a lot 
more independence,” Tsitlakidou said. “It’s 
definitely taught me a lot of discipline. It’s 
just been progressively getting better. I’m not 
stopping any time soon.” 

Senior Fencer Comes a Long Way 

   With the loss of a heavily senior-run boys’ 
soccer team, this year’s Seaholm Varsity 
Boys’ Soccer team is off to a tough start.
   So far, the team has three wins, six losses 
and four ties. With wins over Lake Orion 
and Farmington, the team is looking to go 
on a large winning streak to get above a 
record of .500 wins to losses.
   Seaholm is currently ranked fifth in their 
conference, behind Groves in first place, 
Bloomfield Hills in second, West Bloom-
field in third and Lake Orion in fourth. 
   “We’re doing well for such a young team,” 
senior midfielder Kevin Jubera said. “We 
can definitely improve on some technical 
stuff.”
   Along with Jubera, Alex Stangeland, and 
four year varsity player Ryan Nolan are the 
only returning seniors for this year’s varsity 
team. Returning juniors include Zach 
Strong, Max Brown and Andrew Delong. 
   “We are coming out nicely,” Coach Ian 
Whitelaw said. “The boys have given great 
effort, which is what we expected.”
   Due to a lack of leadership because of a 
deficit of seniors, it has been tough for the 
team to start off strong. Although Jubera 
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 Varsity Boys’ Soccer Team off to a Rough Start

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
Junior Max Brown juggling a ball during practice on Monday, October 7. Max is one of the three returning 
juniors to the varsity team.

was on varsity last year, he had 
just moved from Maryland to 
Seaholm at the beginning of his 
junior year. Nolan has had a lot 
of experience on varsity, due to 
the fact that he has been on var-
sity all four years. And Stange-
land is the goalie, so he has had 
a lot of experience in goal from 
last year, usually playing in any 
non-league games. 
   As for the new players, 
whether they were on junior 
varsity last year, or are now in 
the organization for the first 
time, they have had to step up 
into leadership positions. 
   “We have the juniors who 
were on varsity that didn’t play 
a lot last year have been play-
ing now,” Jubera said. “A lot of 
young juniors have stepped up 
a lot.”
   As this season moves forward, 
the Mighty Maples are hoping 
to gain some success in the lat-
ter part of this year.
   Under the coaching of Whitelaw and the lead-
ership of Jubera, Nolan, and Stangeland, this 

team will be looking forward to finishing out 
the season on a strong note after a rough first 

half of this 2013 season. 

Photo By Reed Powers
The Volleyball team lines up for pre-game 
introductions from the announcer before their 
game against Oxford on Tuesday, October 8. 
The Maples went on to lose that game 3-1. 
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