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   It’s a rumor that’s been troubling the Seaholm math department for 
years: students might be using a particular tutor in order to see test ques-
tions before taking the test and therefore forcing them to choose between 
their educational ethics and a good grade.
   “In the past couple of years I’ve had students in Pre Calculus who had 
gone to Tucker Deeds for tutoring before a test,” said Seaholm math 
teacher Thad Wilhelm. “After taking the test, these students were obvi-
ously distressed and asked if they could take a different test.  I asked why, 
and they told me that they had seen a strikingly similar test the night be-
fore during their tutoring session.”
     “I have had a couple of instances where I’ve seen work in a student’s 
notebook that looked like they had been working on test questions ahead 
of time,” said Seaholm Calculus teacher Eric Bruns. “I’ve seen students 
with certain problems written down from a previous years test and have 
them numbered exactly as they appear on the test.”
   Is it really possible that by simply paying $60 an hour to see the tutor 
Tucker, students can see in advance the questions that will be appearing 
on their test?
   “I’ve had discussions with students about 
[Deeds],” said Bruns. “Some students are 
pretty frank about what goes on, but I feel like 
I don’t always get the full story.”
   The Highlander contacted Deeds’ to hear 
her side of the story. Initially, Deeds’ declined 
doing an interview over the phone and insist-
ed answering questions in person. However, 
Deeds’ cancelled the night before the inter-
view, but did refute the accusations against 
her.
   “From what I hear, there is a very hostile 
environment in the Seaholm math depart-
ment right now,” said Deeds over the phone. 
“I don’t use their tests, I just write questions very similar to them. I’m very 
good at my job.”
   However, some of the similarities between Deeds’ questions and test 
questions may be a little more than coincidental.
   “I’m gonna be honest, [Deeds’] gave me very similar problems to what 
I’ve seen on my tests,” said one of Deeds’ current students Bill Smith*. “I 
don’t really know how she does it.”
  “I’ve had two friends go to Tucker the night before a test and see the 
same exact problems she gave them on the test the next day, just different 
problems,” said senior Kate Murray, who has also gone to Deeds’ for 
tutoring.
   The Highlander contacted several students who allegedly use Deeds’ 
services. Of these students, very few were willing to answer whether or 
not they have received test questions during their sessions.
      “I’m not saying anything,” said junior Emily Parks, who is currently 
going to Deeds for tutoring. “I’ll be shocked if [Deeds’] students talk 
smack about her. Hopefully whoever talks bad about Tucker, she will 
drop them.” 
   Others just simply have never seen anything resembling a test or quiz.
  “I went to her for a while and I never got any [tests] from her,” said 

previous Seaholm student Brad Verona. “We just went over concepts.”
   “I’ve never had the feeling that she is devious in anyway,” said Murray. 
“She just seems like a normal tutor.”
   Students did however say that Deeds’ uses many supplements such as 
worksheets and problems from various teachers’ editions of math books 
she has collected over the years. 
   “She just has so much information that she has collected over the years, 
that she has gotten really good at writing questions that look a lot like the 
questions we see on tests,” said senior Jake Drutchas, another long time 
student of Deeds’.
   Whether Deeds really does or doesn’t have access to tests, teachers 
speculate that no tutor would be able to accomplish such a feat without 
student assistance.
   “My assumption is that students that she tutors consistently when they 
are done with a test to go over it with her and she might make a photo-
copy of it,” said Bruns. “That’s my best guess.”
    If this were to be the case, Bruns feels that the Seaholm student hand-
book constitutes this as not only a form of cheating, but morally incorrect.
   “The handbook says that giving information to a student who hasn’t 
taken the test is cheating [although] it doesn’t specify receiving the infor-
mation,” said Bruns. “It’s just morally wrong. I have a hard time believ-
ing that a grown woman would think that this is an okay thing to do.”
   Yet few students view their actions as morally incorrect.
   “I guess I never thought about it as [immoral],” said Smith. “It’s never 

crossed my mind.”
   Both Bruns and Wilhelm acknowledge that 
the reason many students might be willing to 
overlook Deeds’ methods of tutoring could be 
the pressures to succeed.
   “Not all students are readily willing to say 
they see Tucker because they know deep down 
something isn’t right,” said Bruns. “I under-
stand that young students maybe see that, but 
give into the need to pass a test. I don’t agree 
with it, but I see how they would justify it to 
themselves.”
   “It is dismaying that an adult is putting my 
students in these troubling situations where 
they have to choose between their conscience 
and their grade,” said Wilhelm. “Over the years 

many students have expressed feelings of being scandalized by their tu-
toring experiences.”
   While the math department has obviously been very discouraged by the 
possibility of cheating occurring, many students feel that the teachers are 
partially responsible for the present situation.
   “Even if she did give tests out, it’s the teacher’s responsibility to change 
them anyways,” said Parks. “Kids have all different trimester schedules. 
Most teachers hand back tests anyways, so if they wanted to, they could 
give them to friends.”
   “If teachers are so concerned about [cheating], why don’t they just stop 
handing back tests or change them every single time?” said Murray.
   Teachers recognize that they could be partially responsible for this prob-
lem, but still hesitate to seize distributing tests.
   “I understand this is part of my fault because I give students’ tests back 
and don’t hold them,” said Bruns. “I want to be able to give student’s 
their tests back so they can use them freely to study from. I hate the idea 
of having to punish the masses just because of the few or not so few that 
may be benefiting from [cheating].”

“It is dismaying that an adult is put-
ting my students in these troubling 

situations where they have to choose 
between their conscience and their 

grade.”

   Thad Wilhelm
   Seaholm Math Teacher

Lanie Barron
Co-Editor in Cheif
Lbarron@seaholmhighlander.com

   Despite numerous setbacks, PowerSchool 
is scheduled to go online this week. 
   Though teachers and other staff members 
have been using the new grading and at-
tendance system since the beginning of the 
school year, the online component was not 
instigated due to technological concerns.
   On Monday, October 5, a letter from Bir-
mingham Public Schools Superintendent 
David Larson was sent to parents, notifying 
them about the upcoming launch of online 
student information system.   
   With the new online system, both parents 
and students will receive passwords that 
allow them to access grades, attendance re-
cords, and schedule information.  
   “By the end of [the] week, everything 
should be distributed and everyone should 
be able to log on,” Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer said.
   Though some students have voiced con-
cern over others’ ability to view grades, ju-
nior Josh Howard noted the benefits of such 
a system.
   “It’s a good thing,” Howard said. 
“Because then I know what grade I’m get-
ting instead of waiting for a progress report.”
   To access PowerSchool, students and 
parents can go to the Birmingham Public 
Schools district website and click on the 
District Resources page, where a link to the 
web portal can be found. 
   From there, users can see their grades on 
each assignment in each class. They can 
also view their overall grades as well as cu-
mulative GPA information.
   Attendance records are also online, in-
cluding information on whether or not an 
absence is excused. 
   If parents have concerns over their child’s 
grades or attendance, they can request fre-
quent e-mail updates.
    “I’m really kind of excited about it be-
cause it gives you some real concrete things 
to talk about,” Boyer said. “We can talk 
about it and see exactly what’s going on.” 
   Birmingham Public Schools Executive 
Director of Technology Lisa Martinico 
echoed Boyer’s enthusiasm.  
   “I think it’s a great use of software,” Mar-
tinico said. “It’s a good replacement for 

our past electronic grade book…It’s easier 
to use, it’s got some more features, it’s got 
some better features.”
    The total cost of the new program, includ-
ing both the administration system and the 
online portion, as well as training and sup-
port costs, was $244,853.
    While PowerSchool offers a number of 
new features, it has come with a share of 
problems. The system has crashed five 
times since the start of the school year, caus-
ing delays in teachers’ attendance and grad-
ing records.
   PowerSchool was briefly down on Count 
Day, which caused some teachers to voice 
concern. However, Boyer said that the prob-
lem was fixed quickly. 
   “It was down a brief time,” Boyer said. 
“But it was right back up again, and obvi-
ously tech services knew how important 
that day was.”
   She added that though the crashes have 
been frequent, they are rarely long-lasting.
   “Typically within a couple of hours they’ll 
have it up and running again,” Boyer said.
    Martinico said the problems had to do 
with the actual PowerSchool system, not 
the school itself.
   “It seems to be a software application 
problem, so it’s nothing on our end,” 
Martinico said.

Emily Gordy
News Editor
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com
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   The state’s proposed funding decrease of 
$218 per student across the state has been 
shot down, but negotiations over education 
budget cuts continue.
   The proposal was rejected 106-2 in the 
House, late last week, but work still re-
mains on a budget for the 2010 fiscal year. 
The government is currently running on a 
continuation budget that expires midnight, 
October 31.
    “They are going to renegotiate,” State 
Representative Chuck Moss (R-Birming-
ham) said. “But they will have to [agree on a 
budget] soon.” 
   Moss told The Highlander a 21 percent 
decrease in state revenue forced the need for 
budget cuts. The auto industry’s domestic 
decline, Moss said, has been a cause of this 
decrease.
   Last week, the Michigan Education Asso-
ciation told the Detroit Free Press, the killed 
$218 per pupil proposal would have resulted 
in 10,000 teacher layoffs across the state. 
   Locally, the proposed cut would have cre-
ated a $1.75 million budget shortfall for the 
Birmingham Public Schools District. The 
school district’s budget was written last June. 
   “We have already made a budget for this 
school year,” said BPS Director of Commu-
nity Relations Marcia Wilkinson, last week 
before the move was shot down, “and this 
will be another burden that we have to deal 
with.”
   According to Wilkinson, to make up for 
this possible loss, the Birmingham Public 
Schools would have had to take out money 
from their equity funds. This would only be 
possible if the Board of Education votes in 
favor of such withdrawal.
   The proposed cuts were seen as too deep, 
but schools will still likely see decreased 
funding.
   “They shot down the $218 per student pro-
posal,” said Moss, “but they will be renego-
tiating a new one.”
   Wilkinson said that she is encouraging ev-
eryone to contact their state representative to 
try to lower the budget cut proposal.

   “We are trying to at least make the budget 
cut more reasonable like around $100 per 
student,” said Wilkinson.
   Moss said the state still has $600 million 
available from the federal stimulus bill, but 
the legislators are unwilling to use it all in the 
first year, in case the state’s economy wors-
ens.
   “Down the road, there may be cuts as 
much as $300 or $500 per student if we use 
it all this year,” Moss said.
   Seaholm parent Kristen Getschman op-
poses future cuts to education spending.
   “We always say that we want to prepare 
our kids for the future,” said Getschman, 
mother of former student Emily Getschman, 
and current senior Bill Getschman, “but we 
cut K-12 students first before anything else.”
   Getschman also added that because Bir-
mingham Public Schools has already cut 
staff to consolidate with budget cuts, she 
doesn’t know where else they can cut to stay 
afloat.
    Seaholm junior Griffin Korner agrees.
   “They already take a lot from us,” said Ko-
rner, “so I don’t get why they need to take 
more.”
   Wilkinson said that the state legislature has 
proposed other ideas to replace this cut, but 
they have fallen short. 
   “We have pitched ideas like increasing the 
tobacco and alcohol taxes,” said Wilkinson, 
“but they turned down both of those ideas.”
   Moss said that the legislature does not want 
to cut education, and there have been talks 
about other possible tax ideas. They could 
be anything from bottled water, to sporting 
event tickets.

“Down the road, there may 
be cuts as much as $300 or 
$500 per student if we use 
[all the stimulus money] this 
year.”

State Rep. Chuck Moss
R-Birmingham
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   Seaholm students now have a united voice in the efforts 
to improve the school. The Seaholm Advisory Board is the 
voice that represents students’ questions, problems, and con-
cerns. The board (SAB) was created by seniors Eric Deacon, 
Allie Leitch, Josh Schaefer, Jake Drutchas and Mack Howell 
to act as a communication line between students, staff, and 
administration.
   “We want to have some authority and respect between the 
administration and the students,” said senior and SAB mem-
ber Allie Leitch.
   The board discusses issues students may have with the 

Leaders in the Making

Explore nearly 100 undergraduate, master’s,
and doctoral programs in Colleges of
Architecture and Design, Arts and Sciences,
Engineering, and Management.

Personally focused and private,
Lawrence Technological University offers a rigorous, high-quality education. You benefit
from individual attention, engaging classes in a high-tech learning environment, and 
faculty committed to your success. Hands-on experiences in projects, competitions,
internships, co-ops, applied research, and more provide you the skills needed to become
a critical thinker, lifelong learner, and leader in your field.

Lawrence Technological University   
Office of Admissions   
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058   
800.CALL.LTU • admissions@ltu.edu • ltu.edu

Ayannah Carson
Staff Writer
Acarson@seaholmhighlander.com

Seaholm student body finds a collective voice

   Aspiring writers, actors, and directors at Seaholm might be 
able to add actual experience to their resumes.
   Dan Dobrovich, Auditorium Manager and Fall Play Di-
rector, and David Reed-Nordwall, Creative Writing Teacher, 
have combined their respective talents to form a new compe-
tition for students to participate in.
   “The concept is a festival,” Reed-Nordwall said. “It’s kind 
of a mix between a showcase and a competition.”
   Students in Reed-Nordwall’s creative writing classes will 
write a one-act play, and submit it. The four best will be cho-
sen by Reed-Nordwall and Dobrovich.
   Unlike the fall play, the one-act will be directed by four 
senior directors.
   “Those four seniors are going to work from the beginning 
of the production to the end of the production casting, set 
design, lights, costumes, blocking, everything,” Dobrovich 
said. “RN and I are just going to be producers, but the entire 
production is going to be in the hands of the students.” 

Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

school environment, such as academic misconduct, school 
policy changes, and student service learning. It will provide  
student groups Peer-to-Peer mentoring that will help student 
communication. The group will consist of representatives 
from different organizations throughout the school. 
   Senior Charlie Kelly, a member of SAB, feels that this 
group will be very successful in creating a better environment 
for students.
   “Seaholm students should have more of a say in what the 
school does,” said Kelly.
   Last year, several students in former Seaholm teacher Robin 
Moten’s leadership class decided, after watching films about 
other students’ activism groups, they wanted to make a dif-
ference at Seaholm. They wanted to create a platform for 
students to voice their opinions to administration, so they 
formed SAB with the administration’s approval.

Competition lets students to write, direct  and act 

Fall play director Dan Dobrovich, along with David Reed-Nordwall, is forming a one-act competition .Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

   “The whole event becomes sort of a celebration of what 
the students can do,” Reed-Nordwall said. “It’s unique where 
the students do the work, and that’s what’s acted out, verses 
the fall play where it’s mostly professionally written, and you 
actually get to see just how good the stuff is.”
    “I think I definitely want to go into theater or film, so defi-
nitely acting or directing,” senior Allison Fisher said. “I think 
it would [help with job experience], because it’s kind of like 
a contest.”
   “If you want to pursue a job, and you want to pursue it 
in writing, or directing, or acting, those are huge industries, 
especially in Michigan, and if those industries possibly come 
here anymore, it’s a wonderful avenue to pursue,” Reed-
Nordwall said. 
   Scripts should be in to Reed-Nordwall before winter break, 
but no specific date has been set. Auditions will be either late 
March or early April. The one-act is scheduled to take place 
sometime in May.
   “I have always been a believer in giving the students the 
most opportunities I can,” Dobrovich said. “It was in high 
school I found out I wanted to do this, and I wouldn’t have 
found that out if my director hadn’t given me that opportunity 
to direct a one-act. That’s what education in high school is all 
about.”

   “The teachers in the math department deal with their tests and quizzes in a variety 
of ways,” said Carol Pinneo, Head of the Seaholm math department. “I personally 
hand back all my quizzes and tests and intend to do so as long as I can.”
   Another solution to this problem would be to change the math tests and quizzes 
every single time they are distributed.
   “I vary my tests from year to year, but I keep maybe 50% of the tests and change 
them a little or swap problems,” said Bruns. “[It’s easier] in lower level math classes 
to just change the numbers around. In Calculus, it’s hard to come up with good, 
unique problems from scratches that force students to think on a test and tell you 
something about what they do and don’t know.”
   “It takes me three or four hours to put together a test for Pre Calculus,” said Pinneo. 
“Because of time, we are not always able to make completely new tests or quizzes 
or make minor changes to them.”
   At this point in time, the math department is not considering making any drastic 
changes to their testing policy.
   “At this point I feel like the damage is already done,” said Bruns. “This is what it 
is. A few students are going to cheat off [Deeds’], but I’d rather the 95% of student 
use [tests] properly than none at all.”
   “It makes us more reluctant to give back our quizzes and tests, which is unfortu-
nate,” said Pinneo. “But again, I don’t intend to make any changes soon.”

   “We’re not trying to fight the power,” said Drutchas. “We 
just want some place where students can get together and 
give their point of view.”
   The SAB does understand that the rules will not immedi-
ately be overturned. According to Leitch, the board just wants 
to make sure students are involved and can be heard in the 
decision making process.
   If a student has a problem they could come to the meetings 
and voice their concerns. There is also discussion about an 
e-mail system in which students can e-mail their opinions. 
    “If anyone has any problems, or they just need help from 
other students they could help them out,” said Kelly.    “They 
may have similar problems and similar concerns.”
   The SAB is holding a meeting for interested students on 
October 20, 2009 in the media center at 7:00 p.m. Dr. J. Todd 
Roberts, former Deputy Superintendent for Educational Ser-

vices, and Michael Sternberg, a lawyer from the  American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) will be in attendance. They 
will be discussing student rights and the  benefits of having a 
Seaholm Advisory Board. They will present opposing view-
points about student rights.
   “I think it will be great for everyone that wants to know 
their rights,” said Leitch.
   The board is encouraging every student who has an opinion 
to come and make it known through the Student Advisory 
Board.
   “If I had a problem with something I would be happy to 
take it up with them,” said sophomore Julie Naski. “I feel 
more comfortable talking to students.”
   The board, according to their mission statement, “will 
hopefully create and maintain a sense of community be-
tween Seaholm students, faculty, staff, and administrators.”

Continued from Page 1:

“If I had a chance to meet with [Deeds], 
I think I would just say ‘how do you, as 
a grown woman, think that this is correct 
and how is this in the best interest of the 
student both morally and academically?”

 Eric Bruns
 Seaholm Math Teacher

Math teachers: Tutor’s practices, ethics questionable
   Pinneo also points out that going to a tutor who focuses on specific problems 
rather than concepts are only providing a disadvantage to students.”
   “The hardest part of math when you get into higher levels of math is setting 
up the problems, so we don’t 
want tutors to just keep setting 
up the problems for students, 
but to work through strategies 
with them as to how to set up 
the problem,” said Pinneo. “If 
tutors just help students with 
specific problems that they 
know or they think they are go-
ing to be tested on, that doesn’t 
improve the learning of the stu-
dent.”
   “Too often we find students 
who say they have been go-
ing to Tucker for four years,” 
said Bruns. “Well if you’ve been going to her for that long, shouldn’t you have 
some point learned some mathematics that you don’t need a tutor anymore? 
Apparently it’s not working because you aren’t learning enough to not need her 

anymore.”
   Despite the staff members’ opposition to Deeds’ alleged method of teaching, many 
students feel that the math department is overreacting.

   “The math department is ridiculous,” said Parks. “Why are they 
so intimidated by Tucker? It’s because she’s the best math tutor 
around.”
   “If you can find a tutor who is able to better explain concepts 
to you and help you understand certain problems in a way that 
teachers can’t, how is that a bad thing?” said Drutchas.
   Seaholm math tutors have no intentions of investigating the al-
legations against Deeds any time soon. In the mean time, teachers 
hope that both students and tutors will exercise integrity when it 
comes to preparing for tests and exams.
   “If I had a chance to meet with her, I think I would just say ‘how 
do you as a grown woman think that this is correct and how is this 
in the best interest of the student both morally and academically?” 
said Bruns. “I just wish her file of tests would disappear.”
   “I think when a student is struggling, a tutor can be helpful,” said 

Pinneo. “But I hope that a student will also make use of us, their math teachers when 
things get tough in math.”
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ACT tutoring may be putting the emphasis on how much money 
is spent on the whole testing process, rather than on the 
actual quallifications of the applicant.          
   Photoillustration  By: Lindsay Boeckl

FACT or FICTION?
Next year, will every 
classroom have new 

flat screen TV’s?

Can you lose credit in 
classes if you have more 

than 8 excused 
absenses?

The heat in the building 
will not turn on until 

November 1?

Seaholm parents will be 
able to view student’s 
grades on their home 
computers and web 
enabled cell phones.

FICTION!

 FACT!

FICTION!

     FACT!

The decision is not final, 
but it looks like there 
will not be enough 
money to fund new 

televisions. 

The Seaholm Student 
Handbook states that 
any student who has 
been absent from a 

class 8 times and does 
not pass the class exam 
may lose credit for that 

class. 

The heat in the building 
was turned on October 

1.

Power School officials 
say that Power School 
can be accessed from 

any web browser, 
including cell phones.

   It’s early on a Saturday morning and you are sitting in Cranbrook and King-
swood’s Keppel Gymnasium waiting for the proctor to tell you the rules for the 
exam.  It’s your fourth time taking the ACT, and you are basically a pro by now.  
   Mom and Dad bought $300 of extra help for you and so far it’s paid off; your score 
has already gone up by three very valuable points. 
  As the timer starts, you know that in a few short hours, your future at a top univer-
sity is pretty much guaranteed.
   College entrance exam scores are one of the main criteria that universities use to 
decide whether or not the applicant gets an acceptance or rejection letter.
   College admissions boards cannot tell the difference between a student who earns 
a 35 by studying on their own and another student who earns a 35 after taking a test 
prep class and having several hours of one-on-one tutoring. Essentially, if you have 
the money you can buy your way into the university of your dreams, and there is 
something fundamentally wrong with this statement.
   Once a student and his or her parents condone spending large amounts of money 
on test preparation, they automatically have an unfair advantage over the competi-
tion.  Whether or not a student is accepted to a college should be determined by how 
qualified they truly are, not how much parents are willing to spend to get their child 
accepted to an Ivy League school.  
   With something as important as ACT testing, it is essential that every student has 
an equal opportunity at doing his or her best.  
   In a survey taken by The Highlander of 75 Seaholm seniors, 42% said they had 
some sort of ACT tutoring or test prep either in the form of a one-on-one tutor or a 
class.  In addition, 63 of the students surveyed said they took the test more than once.  
   This can become unfair for the students who cannot afford to have test preparation 
or take the test more than the one time offered by the state.  While I certainly do not 
object to taking the exam more than once, scores can become misleading after tak-
ing the test three or four times after having substantial test preparation.
   Since 84% of the seniors who took this survey are taking AP courses, the results of 
this survey cannot be generalized to the entire population of Seaholm seniors.  This 
outcome may be a better representation of students who are enrolled in AP courses. 
   Still, it seems even more puzzling that so many students who are taking some of 
the most difficult classes that Seaholm offers need to have tutors to do as well as they 
would like on their college entrance exams.
   For students who use substantial amounts of tutoring, their scores are a false indi-
cation of how well prepared they are for college.  All of the additional test prepara-
tion inflates test scores, and thus, university admissions boards need to examine the 
scores in a different way.  
   For the  Seaholm students applying to top universities such as Georgetown and 
Amherst, which both recommend that applicants have a 29-33 on the ACT, an in-
flated score can make a difference between being in the top 25% of applicants or 

   In addition to the costs of tutoring, the cost to take the exam is not exactly cheap.  
To register for the ACT Plus Writing exam, which most colleges and universities 
require, it costs $47.00 for each test.  Although the state of Michigan administers 
the test for free during the PLAN testing in early March, students may have already 
taken the exam more than once before this test date.  It becomes unaffordable even if 
you’re just studying alone and taking the ACT three times, simply because the cost 
to test is ridiculously high.  
   Not only does the cost to take the exam hinder the ability of disadvantaged students 
to have an equal shot at doing well on the ACT, but the cost to send the score reports 
to colleges is also astronomically high.  A separate fee of $9.00 per test per school is 
assessed.  It is insane to have to pay that much to release test scores that are required 
by the admissions boards.  For students who are applying to multiple universities, 
the cost of sending the score reports, combined with the additional testing and ap-
plication fees makes even applying to college unaffordable.
   And the greed doesn’t stop there.  According to Americans for Testing Reform, the 
Iowa state Attorney General has recommended to the IRS that the ACT’s non-profit 
status be reviewed after finding that the CEO and Board of Directors may be over 
compensated.  It seems peculiar that a company that claims to be non-profit had a 
gross profit of $38.3 million last year, and is able to compensate its CEO, Mr. Rich-
ard L. Ferguson, $630,918, which is 16.5 times that of other CEO’s in this industry.
   Since there isn’t a ‘check here if you went to a tutor for you standardized test-
ing’ box on college applications, what was meant to be a factor that leveled the 
playing field has turned into a money-making scheme, both for the ACT non-profit 
organization and the many test prep companies and tutors, which may or may not 
actually be predictive of success in the future.  Although there is so much emphasis 
on testing, high school GPA is still considered the most predictive when it comes to 
gauging success in college.  
   While it may not be entirely the fault of overachieving students and parents, mak-
ing the necessary significant changes to the college entrance exam process begins 
at home.  Being admitted to college should be based solely on one thing; does this 
applicant meet the qualifications and standards our institution represents.  If students 
didn’t get substantial tutoring, test scores would not be inflated, and would truthfully 
reflect qualification for admission. 
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   Members of the Seaholm math department have been complaining about the tutoring methods of Tucker Deeds for a few 
years. 
   Going to Deeds has been likened to taking a shortcut in the educational process, not too much unlike cheating. 
   It appears what students told the Highlander corroborates the long-held opinion of the math department: Deeds is giving out 
questions to students strikingly similar, if not identical, to the ones that appear on the test before the test is taken.
   Deeds strongly refutes the allegation, saying she’s simply good at her job.
   We’re not buying it.
   Both Deeds and the students who know she has test questions are in the ethical wrong. 
   Students who take a math test they’ve previously seen, or solved problems on, have a ridiculous advantage over other students 
-- even if other students are seeing other tutors. 
   Not only do Deeds’  students appear to see the test questions before they take the test, they have Deeds to walk them through. 
The fine line between tutoring and cheating is being toed, if not crossed completely.
   While seeing a tutor who helps you understand mathematical concepts is certainly within ethical boundaries, seeing a tutor 
who has test questions is a different story entirely. If Deeds had any personal ethical code at all, she would have made quite sure 
that the questions she gave out on ‘worksheets’ could not be called too similar to the questions on the test by anybody. Claims 
by her and her defenders that she is simply ‘very good at what she does’ can only be called true if ‘what she does’ is make it 
possible for kids to cheat on tests. 
   The second the originality of her math problems came into question, by not coming up with new problems that did not 
resemble those on the test, Deeds compromised not only the fairness of the test, but her own and her students’ educational ethical 
innocence.
    To be sure, many students who see Deeds were quite reluctant to come forward for an interview, and most declined altogether. 
    For the most part, this can be chalked up to a grade-obsessed student body willing to compromise educational ethics in order 
to get an A. 
   Maybe they’re afraid to come forward, and speak out in a story that may show Deeds in a bad light. Then they won’t be able 
to continue to receive her tutoring, thus dropping their grade.
   This blatant disregard for the educational ethical system does a great disservice not only to the classmates they are competing 
with, but to themselves as well. They are not truly learning and understanding the mathematics, they are simply memorizing 
how to do certain problems correctly to get a good grade on the test. 
   This strikes the heart of a problem with the attitude of students at Seaholm High School. Kids are so incredibly focused on 
getting an A, they lose sight of the curriculum that they are to learn. 
   Essentially, they’re more than willing to exchange $60 – Deeds’ hourly fee – for a sneak peek at the upcoming exam.
   The bottom line at the end of the trimester is the grade, not if the student is walking away with a greater understanding of the 
material. The stress of trying to get into college has blinded students to what is truly important: education. 
   At best, Deeds is helping to facilitate this Seaholm mindset. At worst, Deeds is profiting and taking advantage of the thirst for 
a winning grade.
   For Deeds, an adult, to profit off of the eagerness of students to get a good grade is morally questionable and perhaps her guilt 
lays in her reputation. She is known as the tutor who gives students a definite leg up over other tutors by giving out test questions. 
That alone is all that needs to be said. 
  Regardless of whether she gives out actual test questions or is simply ‘very good at what she does’, in order to retain an shred of 
ethical decency she must make sure that her questions show absolutely no resemblance to the questions on the test.
   While we’d ask her to significantly adjust her methods, we’re skeptical the demand she’s created would allow her to do so.
   So, in response to Deeds’ shady tutoring methods, maybe Seaholm math teachers should switch up test questions trimester to 
trimester.  
   Writing a math test takes three to four hours – time few teachers can spare – but we may have the perfect solution:  Pay each 
member of math department 40 hours of overtime. That should cover 10 tests – enough for a trimester.
   And then send Deeds the bill.

the bottom 25%.  
   While studies done by the National Center for Fair and Open Testing have shown 
that success on a college entrance exam is not necessarily the best indicator of suc-
cess at the college level, 830 accredited bachelor-degree granting institutions do not 
assess test scores as a part of the admissions process.
   Regardless of the fact that ACT scores are found to only be predictive of freshman 
year grades in college, it is still a very important element in the admissions process.  
The ACT is used to test what students have learned in their past two to three years 
in high school.  
   While unnecessary tutoring is one of the main culprits of this growing problem, 
the greed of ACT non-profit organization is not helping matters.

 Embezzlement Update
 September 25, we reported Birmingham Police are investigat-
ing two additional suspects in the Seaholm Athletic Department 
embezzlement probe.
  Police and school sources still have yet to name these individu-
als, however we have confirmed both are not current employees 
and neither was ever employed by Seaholm or Birmingham 
Public Schools.
  Our web story and editorials were updated last month to include 
this information.
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Editors Note: Names have been changed to protect the identities of  
Seaholm students

 As the policeman hands you that little pink ticket, thoughts of your 
parents grounding you, the rumors around school on Monday, or be-
ing forced to sit a few games during your next sports season. What 
you may not be thinking about is that employer six years from now 
not hiring you, or that college that won’t accept you.
   “If it doesn’t affect [students] now, they’re not going to think about 
the future,” junior Amy Smith* said.     “I think being kicked off their 
sports teams is a bigger deal for a lot of them.”
   However, it may be the consequences years from now may make 
the biggest impact on your life.
   “[An MIP] is a serious offense and should be taken seriously,” At-
torney William McNeil said. Based around Western Michigan, one 
of McNeil’s specialties is handling student crimes, including MIPs. 
   According to McNeil, MIPs are misdemeanors in the state of Michi-
gan. Students aged 17 and older are treated as adults, and the offense 
goes on their permanent record, and will probably remain there when 
applying to colleges and looking for jobs.
   “After five years, you can file to have [an MIP] taken of your re-
cord,” McNeil said. 
   This means an 18-year-old senior who gets the MIP during the sum-
mer before senior year will carry the offense through the college ap-
plication process, college, and the beginning of the career hunt.
   “Colleges will look at that,” said McNeil. “Anyone who has ever ap-
plied to college will know, typically they will ask you have you ever 
been convicted of a crime or misdemeanor or felony and if they ask 
that question, then you would have to answer yes.”
   “Very few kids think about college [when they think of MIPs],” said 
junior Lucy Hopkins. 
 As college admissions continue to become more competi-
tive, schools might decide not to admit students with a criminal record 
such as an MIP and instead accept students with a clean record. 
   “It certainly has an effect, I believe, at the undergraduate level and 
it absolutely has an effect at the graduate level when you’re talking 
about medical school, law school and those kids of professional 
schools,” McNeil said.
   But how about after college? Even less apparent to students is the 
impact an MIP in high school will have five years down the road after 
college in the career world.
   “I wouldn’t even think about a job,” said Hopkins. “It’s so far away.”
   Yet, it may have the biggest impact of all on the student’s life.
   “[Employers] can absolutely look at it,” McNeil said. “Teachers are 
going through criminal record sweeps and so MIPs are coming up on 
teachers’ records and they’re having to explain their behavior.”
   Even lawyers may be denied membership to the State Bar of Michi-
gan because of MIPs, according to McNeil, meaning that they can’t 
become a lawyer.
   Nevertheless, students will most likely continue to drink.
   “Even though the consequences are strict, they still drink,” said 
Smith. “Kids would just rather drink.”

Kathleen Schaaf
Deputy News Editor
Kshaaf@seaholmhighlander.com

“Very few kids think about 
college [when they think of 
MIPs],” 

Lucy Hopkins
Seaholm Junior

“Anyone who has ever ap-
plied to college will know, 
typically they will ask you 
have you ever been convict-
ed of a crime or misdemean-
or or felony and if they ask 
that question, then you would 
have to answer yes.”

William McNeil
Attorney

The Ultimate Hangover:

How an MIP now could   
            haunt later
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lander that she is really benefiting from coming during her 
lunch. 
   “It’s really helping me out,” said Potter.
   Potter decided that when she is a junior or senior, she would 
like to be a tutor who can help others in her position. 
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LIFESTYLES

Seaholm OutSICK

Fall viruses are anything but uncommon in high schools.  
This year, students are not only out with the common bug, 
but have contracted more serious illnesses that require miss-
ing school and sports.
   “It feels like everyone is sick,” said senior Lindsay Moss, 
one of the many students who have been missing school due 
to varying illnesses.
   “I was out for two days with a virus,” said Moss.  “I had a 
stuffy nose, a sore throat, headaches, and [I was] so tired.”
   Due to her absences, she has had a difficult time making 
up work.  
   “I had three tests this week,” said Moss.  “But my teachers 
have been very understanding and accommodating about let-
ting me make up the work.”
  Doctor Paul Ehrmann, a D.O. at the Family Health Care 

Center in Royal Oak said the most common illnesses he has 
seen are the common cold, strep, and mononucleosis.  
   Ehrmann has yet to diagnose a patient with the swine flu.
   Even though the number of patients he has treated this year 
has remained similar to previous years, he is expecting an 
increase in the future due to the possible swine flu outbreak.  
   Moss, who had heard the swine flu hype, decided to make 
sure her virus wasn’t anything serious.
   “I went to Birmingham Urgent Care clinic and they tested 
for strep,” said Moss.  “[It] came back negative so they as-
sumed it was swine, but the next day I went to my pediatri-
cian who tested me specifically for swine and it came back 
negative.  It’s just a virus.”
   Moss is not alone.  Attendance Secretary Susan Pomroy 
acknowledged that there is definitely a bug going around the 
school.
   “I just know that there’s a virus [lasting] three to four days,” 
said Pomroy. “There’s a stomach one and there is a head 
cold-maybe bronchitis-that are going around.”
   As the threat of getting the swine flu still lingers, and stu-
dents take additional precautions to avoid getting sick, but the 
virus continues to spread.
   “Students are picking it up very quickly,” said Pomroy.
   Pomroy negated the idea that the bug going around is any-
thing as serious as Ridenour’s illness.
   “This is just a simple fall virus [going around],” said Pom-
roy.
   Senior Erica Reich took two days off of school to recuperate 
from her own virus.
   “I had a fever, I was lethargic, achy,” said Reich.  “I had a 
sore throat and [sinus congestion].”
   Despite being sick and needing time to rest, the workload 
Reich accumulated over the days she was out sick kept her 
busy at home.  

   “I had to work while I was sick which was difficult,” said 
Reich.  “So during the day when I should’ve been lying in 
bed, I was doing my math homework.”
   Reich has not been alone in her suffering.  
   “A lot of my friends have been sick,” said Reich.  “The bug 
is being passed around among students.”
   While some students decide to take the day off so they can 
recover, others attend school knowing they might pass their 
cold along to their friends.  
   Like Reich and Moss, junior Lauren Rentschler, a member 
of Seaholm’s varsity dance team, missed two days of school, 
and was asked by her doctor not to dance at the homecoming 
game on Friday, October 2.
   “Well, I have bronchitis, and I missed around two days of 
school,” said Rentschler.  
   “It started with a sore throat, then after a week and a half I 
still had a pretty persistent cough, so on Friday I went to the 
doctor and they gave me antibiotics, a new inhaler that I had 
to use twice every four hours, and they said I couldn’t dance 
at the game.”
   Rentschler was not the only student waiting to see the doc-
tor.
   “There were quite a few kids in the waiting room,” said 
Rentschler.
     Freshman Caroline Ea-
ton sympathizes with the 
students who feel com-
pelled to attend school even 
though they are sick.
   “It’s hard to stay home in 
high school because you 
miss a lot of work, so I 
don’t blame them for com-
ing in,” said Eaton.
   Freshman Emily Potter, 
however, is annoyed that 
she is at risk of getting an 
illness.
   “I wish they would just 
stay home so I won’t get 
sick and suffer the conse-
quences,” said Potter.

Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

Tips from the King

This is being written in third person because no other human 
being possesses the skills necessary to teach worthy pupils 
how to become a Genuine Class Clown. 
   Therefore, Javon Rene Castillo took time out of his busy, 
hectic schedule to offer tips to those who wish to be recog-
nizable in school. 
   Javon Rene Castillo is a licensed comedian, and therefore 
has the privilege AND authority to give out such confiden-
tial, yet crucial information in his own column. 
   In this column, one of the first two concepts taught in be-
ing an aspiring class clown is how to be unpredictable. 
   Bringing props to class might help one of these props 
might be a sword from another school’s marching band 
that might have been lying in the hall way (or that you 
stole when the mascot wasn’t looking). Also, original items 
would work as well, like your mom’s pillow or an oversized 
stuffed teddy bear named Snuggles. All of these will work to 
captivate your audience. 
   But that’s just one of the tools that a comedic genius would 
use.
   Up and coming class clowns also need to know how to 
use their surroundings. 
   For example, if you find that a classroom floor is easy to 
slide across, this is the perfect avenue for a dance off. First, 
hit the audience with the moon walk. Then, proceed with 
the hammer dance. Last but not least, pull the classic Break 
Dance Spin and Pose (for any demonstration see Javon 
Castillo at any time before 11p.m.).
   Once the two most important skills have been mastered, a 
novice class clown is at the level to be taught by Javon Rene 
Castillo himself. 
   On a side note, a lot of people have asked Javon Rene 
Castillo why he dresses so impeccably on a daily basis. 
   Serving community service hours changed the way Javon 
dresses and might possibly change how Javon Rene Castillo 
behaves.  
  The truth is, Javon Rene Castillo is the most attractive man 
to grace the hallways of this high school, and therefore has 
the right to dress sexily in order to attract female attention, 
although he can do it without the suit and tie.  
     And now, a few thoughts random thoughts…
   The dollar stores are the best places to go when you have 
the munchies. 
   If Primo’s doesn’t change the price of a slice (oh sweet that 
rhymes) I’m going to explode with anger and jump over the 
counter, make the cashier eat 10 pieces of that hot pizza that 
burns your mouth, and walk out.
   If someone in the drum line fell backwards and their big 
drum fell on top of them it would hurt so bad they would 
probably cry. 
   Mrs. Elanora is an international spy that works for the 
CIA. I’m almost positive.

Javon Castillo
Columnist
Jcastillo@seaholmhighlander.com
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 MAy ContAin inexpliCAble rAndoMneSS

How to: 

Be a Class Clown

   Math teacher Edward Caughell’s learning lab is not your 
normal class. 
   Monday through Thursday during A and B lunch, upper-
classmen students become teachers and mentors for other 
underclassmen students who need help with math.
   Freshmen arrive in Caughell’s room during A and B lunch 
ready to work. Lunches in hand, the first thing they are asked 
about is homework they received or tests that might have 
been returned. 
   On Thursday October 1, during B lunch, it took some en-
couraging for one student to show his test, but with the sup-
port of Caughell and the other student teachers, the student 
relented; they went over each answer to make sure the stu-
dent understood each problem. 
   The class is designed for students who need help with the 
transition from middle school classes to high school classes. 
With a heavier workload and faster paced work, some fresh-
men students are left behind the rest. 
   “The goal is to help them to succeed,” said Caughell.  
“Some of these kids have struggled in math or science in 
the past. The idea is that if we can give a little bit of tutoring, 
a little bit of instruction and ideas for organization. We are 
hopeful it will lead to success.”
   The primary focus of the class is math and science, but 
when all the other math and science work is done, it will 
sometimes branch off into other subjects.  
   The class, currently in its first year, has about six freshmen 
in each lunch.
   “There are three [student] teachers,” said junior and student 
teacher Kaitlyn Krizanic, “And five or six students during 
each lunch.” 

   With Caughell as the main 
teacher, the tutors give each 
student the personal help they 
need.   According to Caughell, 
the student teachers are more 
than capable to help students 
with almost any subject.
   The student teachers consist 
of juniors and seniors who 
have an interest in pursuing a 
career in teaching.
   “The experience of learning 
how to work with the kids [is 
a benefit],” said Krizanic, who 
added teaching is something 
that has to be learned by doing. 
   “It’s like teaching someone 
how to walk,” said Krizanic. 
“You know how to walk but 
trying to put it into words [is 
difficult].”
   An added bonus for the stu-
dent teachers is the fact that 
there is no class on Fridays.  
Both the teachers and students 
get to have a free hour during 
this time. 
   The work Krizanic has done 
with the underclassmen stu-
dents is already paying off.
   “The kids are improving,” 
said Krizanic. “I’m seeing a big difference already and it’s 
only been [about] three weeks.” 
   This is mirrored when freshman Emily Potter, a student 
who spends her lunch learning in the class told The High-

Mary Hathaway
Staff Writer
Mhathaway@seaholmhighlander.com

New learning lab offers freshmen smooth transition 

Javon’s mad comedic skills attract female attention
Photo by: Linsday Boeckl

Junior Kaitlyn Krizanic helps freshman Caroline eaton with her math homework
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   Of all the things that a typical Birmingham student or 
resident knows about the city they live in, public art is most 
likely not one of them.  
   The Birmingham Arts Board is hoping to change that with 
their newly reinstated CityScapes program, a combined 
effort with the Cultural Council of Birmingham/Bloomfield.
   According to CityScape’s website, the purpose of the 
program is to “promote art is public spaces and educate the 
community on the value of art.” 
   The Birmingham Arts Board has decided to create a 
walking tour of the 14 sculptures that are currently on loan 
from local artists and on display throughout Birmingham. 
The board recently released the map of the tour, which covers 
almost all of Birmingham, online. 
   The tour begins near Baldwin Park and ends at the 
downtown 555 building, including stops at the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Arts Center and City Hall. 
   While many aspects of the walking tour are complete, the 
board is still “entertaining ideas” of how to involve the public, 
said Toya Glenn, a management intern for the Birmingham 
Arts Board. Most importantly, according to Glenn, the board 
hopes to involve local students through community service 

opportunities associated with the new walking tour. 
   In an email to the Highlander, Glenn said that 
“community service opportunities have not yet been 
identified.” 
   However, Glenn said that students could get involved 
and share their ideas with the Arts Board through monthly 
public meetings. The date for this month’s meeting has 
not been picked yet, but Glenn welcomed all students.  

Jillian Spina
Staff Writer
Jspina@seaholmhighlander.com
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   Reaching for a cell phone while driving is nearly as danger-
ous as driving under the influence. 
   That’s what newly released numbers from a federal trans-
portation report show.
   According to newly released Traffic Safety Facts from the 
Department of   Transportation, nearly 6,000 people were 
killed and a half-million were injured in car crashes caused 
by distracted driving in 2008.
    “I try not to text when I’m driving,” said senior Erica Reich.   
“And learning the number of texting related fatalities sways 
me to not text and drive.” 
   16 percent of all car crash fatalities were reported to have 
involved some form of distraction. This is an increase from 
2004 when this number was only 11 percent. An estimated 
2,346,000 people were injured in motor vehicle crashes in 
2008. The number of people injured during a crash with re-

ported distraction was an estimated 515,000 people, which 
accounts for 22 percent of all injured people. 
 In 2007, the number of hand-held electronic devices used 
by drivers was up six percent, which is an increase from the 
previous year. An estimated 11 percent of vehicles in the typi-
cal daylight moment have a driver who is using some type of 
electronic device behind the wheel.
   In 2008, an estimated 11,773 people died in drunk driving 
related crashes. 
   Teenagers seem to be at the center of these accidents and 
are reportedly the most likely to be involved in fatal crashes 
where texting was taking place.
   Drivers under the age of 20 are responsible for 16 percent of 
distracted driving crashes, which is the greatest proportion of 
distracted drivers involved in the survey. 
   “It doesn’t surprise me that teenagers that are texting while 

driving causes crashes, but I didn’t know the number was that 
big,” said senior Mallory Hinz.
   The dangers of texting while driving are becoming a main 
concern of government officials across the nation, and they’re 
looking at enacting legislation and enforcing new laws.
   “Absolutely [texting] is dangerous,” said Officer Matekcik 
of the Bloomfield Township Police Department. “If you look 
at the statistics, you are over 300 times more likely to get into 
an accident. You are more likely to get in an accident while 

texting than if you are intoxicated. I am all for that [a law 
about texting]. Once you’ve gotten in an accident, you are 
either hurt or someone is hurt, and you don’t get a do over.”
   The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety is launching a new 
legislative and communications campaign to reduce distract-
ed driving. On September 25, AAA announced that they will 
work to pass laws banning text messaging by drivers in all 50 
states by 2013.
   “AAA Michigan is working with Michigan legislators on 

a text messaging ban while driving,” said Nancy Cain, AAA 
Michigan spokesperson. “We are also embarking a public 
awareness effort. Many studies have shown that text messag-
ing is not a safe activity while driving.”
   According to the Free Press, Senator Charles Schumer of 
New York and other Democrats introduced legislation in July 
that would require states to ban texting behind the wheel or 
lost 25 percent of annual federal highway funding, but the 
Obama administration hasn’t yet taken a position on the bill. 

Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

Chilling statistics sway students
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   Few students would jump at the chance to uproot them-
selves senior year and move schools, let alone switch states. 
   However, for former Seaholm student senior Will Kessel, 
moving to Green Bay, Wisconsin for hockey was an oppor-
tunity he was happy to take.
   Kessel is now a forward for the Green Bay Gamblers, a 
junior hockey team in the United States Hockey League 
(USHL). 
   After attending Seaholm for his first three years of high 
school, Kessel made the move to Wisconsin. He played five 
years of AAA hockey in Michigan, two with Little Caesers 
and three with Honeybaked.
   “I decided to move to Green Bay to get to play a higher level 
of hockey than what was offered in Michigan” said Kessel. 
“Green Bay offered an opportunity to play against older and 

www.brooklynpizzaonline.com

LUNCH SPECIAL
Monday thru Friday 

10:15am till 12:30pm,
Any two slices+Meduim 

drink-- only $5.00

111 Henrietta St in Birmingham, MI
248.258.6690

COUPON EXPIRES ON 12-31-09
BRING IN TO REDEEM

Looking for a Comeback

Alec Larry
Staff Writer
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

Fruit Leather’s
These easy to carry snacks contain all 
natural sugars from fruit and are the 
equivalent of half a serving of fruit.

1
Apple and Banana
-Apples are high in fiber and 
are shown to make people 
feel fuller. Eating an apple 
15-20 minutes before a meal 
will help to cut down on the 
amount of food you consume 
during the meal.
-With lots of vitamins and 
minerals in this delicious fruit, 
a banana will provice you with 
the energy to make it to lunch.

2

3 Almonds with Raisins
Yes these are high in fat 
but, it’s the good kind 
of fat. In fact, Almonds 
help lower cholesterol 
levels. Add the raisins 
to give make this snack 
taste a little bit sweeter.

4
Fig Newtons
Figs are rich in antioxidants, In this 
cookie form, a bit of health may be 
sacrificed for a the delicious taste.

Dark Chocolate
Dark Chocolate can 
lower cholesterol and 
blood pleasure while 
quieting your sweet 
tooth. But be careful, 
have dark chocolate 
in moderation, just 
little bit every day

Apricots
I prefer these dried. 
They help with skin 
problems and contain 
iron and potassium.

5

6

stronger competition.”
   The Green Bay Gamblers are certainly playing at a high 
level; they have had over 100 players earn college scholar-
ships while playing for the team, and 12 players go through 
their system and play in the NHL. Kessel is hoping to join 
that list of players who have earned college scholarships.
   “My goal is to obtain a Division One hockey scholarship 
and hopefully play hockey in the CCHA, which has great 
teams such as Michigan, Michigan State, Miami, and Notre 
Dame,” Kessel said. “Playing in the USHL really opens 
chances to get scouted by high level hockey programs, 
whether it be college or pro scouts.”
   Former teammate of Kessel, Danny Bailey, played with 
him this past spring. He said that Kessel has a great all around 
game, but his shot is definitely his strongest skill. 
   “If I had to compare him to someone in the NHL, it would 
be Marian Hossa,” said Bailey.
   There is no salary in the USHL, but the team takes care of all 
the players’ expenses for housing, equipment, ice time, and 
all expenses on road trips.
   The Gamblers drafted Kessel in the fourth round of the 

USHL Futures Draft last November, and since then he said 
it has been his goal to make the team and push himself to 
become a better hockey player.
   Kessel did make the team, and although he is excited about 
this year, he knows it will be a tough one because, at age 17, 
he is the youngest forward on the team.
   “I’m hoping to crack into the lineup and be able to per-
form,” he said.
   On top of all this, Kessel still has to balance his time playing 
hockey with high school. 
   “I’m going to high school pretty much full time, my school 
is on a four period a day quarters schedule,” Kessel said. “Be-
ing a Gambler, we are exempt from going to fourth period, 
which has been nice.” 
   Being on a hockey team requires a lot of traveling to play 
away games, but Kessel said that the teachers have been pret-
ty flexible and helped him makeup what he missed.
   While in Green Bay, Kessel and teammate Aaron Harstad 
are living with a local family.
   “It’s been awesome living with Will,” said Harstad. “We’ve 
become really good friends.”

   Harstad, who is 17, plays defense for the Gamblers and is 
committed to Colorado College on a scholarship.
   The family they have been staying with has been hosting 
players for five years and has made the transition much easier 
for them.
   “It has been fun. It’s great living around your hockey bud-
dies which become your best friends out here,” said Kessel. 
   “I definitely miss home and not being able to see family 
and friends,” said Kessel. “I’ll be able to come home only 
during Christmas break for a week or so, other than that I’m 
in GB all year.”
   Kessel’s dad has come out to visit him one time so far, but 
he said his “family has been really encouraging throughout 
the whole situation and are hoping for the best.”
   Kessel will most likely be spending two years in Green Bay 
playing for the Gamblers, and will have to enroll at college a 
year after his classmates, but Kessel isn’t worried about that.
   “All in all this opportunity will help me reach my goal of 
obtaining a Division One hockey scholarship,” said Kessel.

   Boys’ water polo has begun with a splash and is underway. 
Nearly mid way through the 2009 fall season, the team has 
boosted to a winning record and impressive performances in 
their multiple tournament appearances.
   Beginning early in August, the team shot out of the gate 
with multiple wins at the River Rat invitational and a big win 
against Troy High school.
   “When we ran over Troy that put a lot of confidence in our 
team and to the new kids on the team, although our team is 
mainly upperclassmen, it never hurts 
to gain confidence early,” said senior   
James Held.
   Recently the team has been falling 
well short of their opponents with 
consecutive losses to Troy and cross-
town rivals Groves.
   “We lost talent this off season,” said 
team manager Juliana Bada.  “To be 
honest this team has so much more of 
a bond and heart that I think the tal-
ent loss doesn’t even effect them, the 
team is great and a close knit family.”    
   With mass success in the previous 
years, boys water polo has become 
a division power house and started 
facing much more difficult oppo-
nents, which is slowly dimming their 
chances of repeating last year’s great 
performance. 
   Early in the season the team had a big 
district tournament game against high 

ranked and rival Walled Lake Central, where a close game 
ensued to the final minutes where the Maples fell to a two-
goal loss.
   “We won our first few games but then we lost three in a 
row. For a team being third in the district, we should be play-
ing better especially going into the post season,” said junior 
Drew Bernard.
   With only three invitationals left, a couple of tournaments, 
and few matches, the team show promise with talent of se-
niors Alex Wood and James Held combined with the superb 
efforts of junior Jim Lafave.
   “We are a stacked team of heart and talent,” said senior Alex 
Wood if we can keep it together.  “I see no reason why we 
won’t be bringing home the district title.”

Junior Mints

VS.

Sohpomore SailorsFreshman Blues

Senior Varsity

VS.

FIELD DAY PREVIEW

Kessel Leaves SHS to Play Hockey for Green Bay
Alec Nathan
Staff Writer
Anathan@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Patrick Williams (5) plays at the tournament on Friday, October 2.
             Photo By: Lindsay Boeckl

Senior Matt Gallinger looks to score at the tournament on Friday, 
October 2.             Photo By: Lindsay Boeckl
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Varsity Football
Record: 0-6
Last Week: Loss vs. Rochester Adams
This Week: Friday at Rochester
Key Players: Jack Quigley, Keith Otterbein, Jim Feiten, 
Shawn Conway
Quote: “We are progressing week by week,” said senior 
Hunter Bartosik.

Junior Varsity Football
Record: 0-6
Last Week: Loss vs. Rochester Adams
This Week: Thursday vs. Rochester
Key Players: John Glazier, Russell Frye, Kramer Schultz
Quote: “The JV team is improving and our program has a 
bright future,” said senior Keith Otterbein.

Freshman Football
Record: 1-5
Last Week: Loss vs. Rochester Adams
This Week: Thursday vs. Rochester 
Key Players: Stephen Guenther, Dante Capicchioni, Sam 
Wilson
Quote: “It’s been an up and down season,” said fresh-
man Stephen Guenther.

Boys Varsity Soccer
Record: 1-10-2
Last Week: Loss vs. Troy, Loss vs. Royal Oak
This Week:  Monday vs. Groves, Tuesday at Rochester, 
Thursday at Harrison
Key Players:  Mike Beck, Nick Naski, Charlie Kelly, 
Matt Maertens
Quote: “I’m so pumped for our game against Groves,” 
said senior Mike Beck.

Junior Varsity Soccer
Record: 4-5-2
Last Week: Lost vs. Troy, Won vs. Royal Oak
This Week: Monday vs. Groves, Tuesday at Rochester, 
Thursday at Harrison
Key Players: Cullen O’Keefe, Andrew Pryka, Joey Ka-
minski
Quote: “The overall feeling on our team is very satisfy-
ing,” said sophomore Cullen O’Keefe.

Freshman Soccer
Record: 2-6-1
Last Week: Loss vs. Troy 
This Week: Monday at West Bloomfield, Wednesday at 
Troy, Friday at Stoney Creek
Key Players: Tim Pearce, Sam Gomez, Lucas Arbulu
Quote: “Trey Wanicke is our team’s number one fan,” 
said freshman Tim Pearce.

Girls Varsity Swimming
Record: 7-0
Last Week: Won Lake Orion
This Week: Saturday Oakland County Championship at 
Lake Orion
Key Swimmers: Calley Murphy, Maddie Nichols, Mela-
nie Rogers
Quote: “We’ve had a very good season,” said sophomore 
Emily Davidow.

Boys  Varisty Water Polo
Record: 4-4
Last Week: Loss vs. Troy
This Week: Tuesday at Ann Arbor Huron, Thursday vs. 
Grand Blanc, Friday River Rat Invitational
Key Players: Jim Lafave, Matt Gallinger, James Held, 
Alex Wood
Quote: “We’re a young team,” said junior Jim Lafave.

Varsity Tennis
Record: 6-1
Last week: Won OAA Red Division League Meet
This Week: Monday at Brother Rice, Thursday MHSAA 
Regional Tournament at Groves
Key Players: Pietro Colombari, Graham Gettel, Alec Na-
than, Jake Drutchas
Quote:  “We won leagues so we are a good team,” said 
senior Pietro Colombari.

Water Polo

Tennis gears up for 
Regionals, Swimming 
remains undefeated

Larry’s Lowdown

Alec Larry
Sports Columnist
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

   The crowd was in shock when 
number seven, Nate Hicklan, of 
Troy attempted a bicycle kick in 
the first four minutes of play which 
sailed three feet over the cross bar. 
   “I knew he was capable of these 
types of shots because last year he 
scored an unreal goal against us,” 
senior co-captain Charlie Kelly said. 
  Hicklan, a highly recruited D-1 
college player is one of the many 
soccer studs Seaholm faced this year 
as they moved up a league from OAA 
white to OAA red. The change has also put 
Seaholm from Division II to Division I and 
given them a schedule that some would call 
unreasonable. Seaholm plays or has played 
teams like Lake Orion, Clarkston, Roches-
ter, and Troy High, all of which are top 10 
in the state. 
    On a cold 50 degree fall day with the wind 
blowing, Tuesday, September 29 Seaholm 
played number two in the state Troy High. 
Seaholm, a heavy underdog, kept with Troy, 
tied 1-1 at half time. Remarkable goalten-
ding by James Ruby and an early goal by 
Matt Martins kept the game close.  
   But in the second half, Troy dominated 
play not letting the ball out of the Seaholm 
defensive zone for the first four minutes. 
A Hicklan goal gave the Colts a 2-1 lead, 
and they never looked back, scoring seven 

Eric Deacon
Staff Writer
Edeacon@seaholmhighlander.com

   101 RBI’s, 31 home runs, and a 
.323 batting average: all stats of a 
Major League superstar. 
   Two run-in’s with the police and 
a .26 blood alcohol content (at 6 
am on the morning of a game day), 
seem more like the numbers of an 
unemployed drop out, not Tigers 
first baseman Miguel Cabrera. 
   Think about that for a second.  Ca-
brera’s BA was nearly three times 
over the legal limit. 
   During a recent home stand, Ca-
brera has been getting pretty com-
fortable the bar at the Townsend 
Hotel in Downtown Birmingham. 
Instead of spending time at home 
with his wife and daughter, Ca-
brera decided to party it up at the 
Townsend until six in the morning 
with whom else? Players of the 
White Sox.
   As a diehard Tiger fan, this comes 
as a severe disappointment to me 
and shows a very poor example. 
Ultimately, this situation has made 
Cabrera the butt of several jokes 
told by sports writers across Amer-
ica.  This situation only proves one 
thing.  Miguel Cabrera is complete-
ly immature and totally out of line.
   The story doesn’t end there. A 
month later, Cabrera arrived at his 
home, drunk yet again. At nearly six 
in the morning on Saturday before 
the Tigers game against the Chi-
cago White Sox, BPD were called 
to the Cabrera residence regarding 
a domestic dispute between Ca-
brera and his wife. Police were then 
called to the scene and drug tested 
the boozed up Cabrera. BPD then 
took Cabrera to the station where 
they awaited Detroit Tigers Presi-
dent, Dave Dombrowski.
   Drinking while driving is not a 
joke. The fact is that Cabrera was 
not arrested for any alcohol offence. 
Now a drunk in Birmingham might 
not be too uncommon, but the fact 
that police did not arrest him or cuff 
him is irritating.
    An all star setting a poor exam-
ple, of course not a first, (*cough* 
Kobe). But unlike Kobe, it is most 
likely Cabrera won’t be facing 
jail time, but that doesn’t mean he 
doesn’t deserve to spend time be-
hind bars.
 Average citizens of Birmingham 
would have their life altered by af-
ter facing a drunken run in with the 
cops, but it seems that this is just a 
minor bump in the road for Cabrera. 
   Like Mitch Albom, I call foul 
play. In a domestic dispute where 
you have an abused wife and a 
completely drunk husband, it’s 
pretty obvious the aggressor was. In 
light of the 2009 Playoffs, I suspect 
Dombrowski is playing cover up 
and asking the BPD to stay quiet on 
the situation until a later time. 
   To sum up this entire situation, 
the word pathetic comes to mind. 
It doesn’t matter who he is or how 
high his stats are. A lowlife hits 
their wife is not a role model. Bust-
ing open her lip and destroying her 
phone in a drunken rage is down-
right awful. 
   “Baseball is a lot like life,” Ernie 
Harwell once said. “It's a day-to-day 
existence, full of ups and downs. 
You make the most of your oppor-
tunities in baseball as you do in life.” 
  What exactly are you doing with 
your opportunities, Cabrera?  Ernie, 
fans, and the Tigers organization 
have been let down.

Maples Fall to Adams 42-7

  Despite Seaholm’s best efforts, Rochester Adams lived up to their hype, 
defeating the Maples 42-7 Friday on homecoming.
  Adams started off with a bang with two quick scores leading 14-0 early. 
Junior Matt Roden’s interception led to a 25 yard pass from senior Jack 
Quigley to senior Keith Otterbein cutting the Adams lead to 14-7 in the 
second quarter. 
  However, Adams was able to overpower Seaholm near the end of half 
and get two quick scores through the air to end the first half at 28-7.
   The second half was all Adams. Adams came out with a quick 
touchdown, which caused the 35 point running clock rule to go into 
effect. Seaholm’s defense did a better job stopping their high powered 
attack in the second half, but still allowed two touchdowns to make the 
final score 42-7.
   The clear turning point in the game was when Adams scored a 
touchdown right after Seaholm did to make it 21-7. This is when Adams 
started to pull away and took the momentum right away from Seaholm.
   Seaholm head football coach Chris Fahr thought the consistent mistakes 
the Maples squad made was what led to the tough loss.
   “We made too many mistakes and they didn’t make any,” said Fahr. 
“That equals a butt whipping.”

   The size and depth also played a large role in Seaholm’s loss to Rochester 
Adams. Rochester Adams has more people on their varsity football team 
than Seaholm has in their entire program.
   Senior defensive end Hunter Bartosik believes the lack of depth was 
crucial down the stretch on Friday night.
   “We just ran out of gas,” said Bartosik. “The amount of kids they had on 
their team was ridiculous.”
   Adams truly showed that they were as good as their 4-1 record. Adams 
was the more talented team. Seaholm needed to play the absolute perfect 
game to win on Friday night. With a big offensive line and multi-faceted 
quarterback, Adams was able to exploit Seaholm’s weaknesses.
   Senior wide receiver Jim Feiten expects big things from Rochester Adams 
as the season goes on.
   “I’m sure we will hear of them making news in the state playoffs,” said 
Feiten.
   Fahr believes that plenty of progression has been made even with a 0-6 
record. The players and coaches know that the team is improving, which 
Fahr believes is a sign of things to come. 
   “I’m very proud of our team,” said Fahr. “If you see [us] on film, we are 
getting better each week.”
   Senior quarterback Jack Quigley is getting a better feel for the offense as 
the season goes on. He knows the offense will only get better.
    “We have gotten more consistent week by week,” said Quigley. “We are 
starting to play four quarters of football.”
    The Seaholm football team has faced plenty of adversity since the very 
beginning of the season. The team looks forward to playing the final three 
games of the season, which they feel they have a legitimate chance at 
winning all of them.
    “I believe that these final three games are winnable with this team,” said 
Feiten.

State powerhouse 
drops team to 0-6

Pushed to Improve
Team moves 
to OAA’s top 
division

more goals in 30 minutes. Final score Troy 9, 
Seaholm 1.
   When judging a sports team, the first thing al-
ways looked at is the team’s record, in Seaholm’s 
case 1-10-3, but to accurately judge the men’s 
soccer team, one must look much deeper. 
    Ask an ordinary critic of the team and they will 
tell you that it has been a rough first half of the 
season. Head Coach David Reed-Nordwall sees 
it differently. Losing has been rough, but within 
the losses the team has matured more than any 
team he has seen in his life a the Seaholm coach. 
   “This team has grown mentally more in the first 
three weeks of the season than any other team I 
have ever coached,” Reed-Nordwall said. “This 
is the first soccer team that I have seen who can 
handle the failure and still see the positives to im-
prove on their game. No other team of mine was 
tough enough to do this.” 
   The captains of the team seem to still have an 

upbeat mind-set about the season. 
   “I would rather lose to the top teams in the 
state, and learn from them, then beat teams we 
know we are better than,” Kelly said.
   September 17 Seaholm played the power 
house team of Lake Orion and were mercied, 
8-0. 
    “We have a number of players that are being 
scouted by collegiate teams, we made a deci-
sion to keep our starters in the entire game so 
they were able to get good looks by the col-
lege scouts, it was nothing personal against the 
Seaholm program,” said Lake Orion Athletic 
Director Bill Reiss. 
  When playing such a great team, one player 
said it’s hard to be too upset about a loss.
 “I couldn’t help but laugh at how good some 
of these kids were, they were pulling off un-
real moves. The Lake Orion players were very 
classy about winning,” Kelly said.

Nick Naski
Sports Editor
Nnaski@seaholmhighlander.com

Seaholm attempts to get the offense going at last Friday’s homecoming game, but to no avail.                Photo By: Sydnee Krandall

Seaholm attempts to get an offense going in the game against Groves on Monday, 
October 2.      Photo By: Allie Leitch

Cabrera 
Takes MLB 
Opportunities 
for Granted, 
Loses Role 
Model Status
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