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   Leah Lavigne sits poised, deep in 
thought, eyes vaguely searching the ceil-
ing of Zuma Coffee House, for an an-
swer to the question just asked of her.
   She shrugs backs into the cold, 
wooden chair, takes a sip of her car-
amel coffee, and with a sheepish, 
yet ambitious grin, she shakes 
her head and whispers:
   “This is what I love. This is 
what I’m decent at. There is 
nothing that’s going to stop 
me from writing music.”
   Lavigne sings in a melodic, 
light-as-a-feather tone, but 
her lyrics take on heavy is-
sues way beyond her time.
   Playing at such serious 
venues, like the Diversity 
Club’s Candlelight Vigil 
against Racism, Lavigne is 
able to share with her com-
munity more than just her 
voice. She wants to share her 
message.
   “Hi guys, my name is Leah, 
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   A new locker policy, in-
school cell phone usage, 
stricter scheduling policy, 
and the supposed “Snowflake 
Ball” are all changes altering 
the environment at Seaholm.
   However, these policies 
aren’t all the edict of the new 
principal, Dee Lancaster. 
   “Contrary to popular be-
lief, I didn’t just come in and 
start changing everything,” 
Lancaster said. “The recent 
changes to school policy were 
happening before I got here.”
   Sophomore Eliana Barwins-
ki associates the changes with 
Lancaster because the change 
in administration happened 
concurrently.
   “There seems to have been 
a lot of changes to Seaholm 
since Mrs. Lancaster got 
here,” Barwinski said.
   The most prominent of the 
changes involved the reorga-
nization of student’s lockers. 
Administrators cast aside the 
traditional grade-level divi-
sions in favor of a system 
that intermingled the entire 
student body. The alphabeti-
cal layout of the lockers is a 
necessary step to foster unity 
in a school that faced consid-
erable struggles last year, ac-
cording to Lancaster.
   “It was an opportunity to get 
students to interact with one 
another and build a sense of 
community,” Lancaster said.
   Barwinski believes that the 
new policies are fulfilling 
their intention.
   “I think the new rules are 
good,” Barwinski said. “The 
locker policy has given me a 
chance to meet a lot of new 
people I wouldn’t have nor-
mally talked to.” 
   Junior Stephanie McNut 
said she doesn’t think the 
changes are as positive as 

they were intended to be.
   “It’s really hard to have your 
friend’s locker on the oppo-
site side of the building from 
you,” said McNut.
   Senior Lauren Almeranti 
said the locker changes have 
had the opposite effect of 
community building.
   “People don’t talk anymore 
because their lockers aren’t 
near each other,” said Almer-
anti. 
   Another, more subtle 
change, was a restriction in 
the ability that students had 
to change their schedules 
once the school year began.
   “It came as a concern to me 
pretty early, actually in July 
when I first got on the job,” 
Lancaster said. “Our coun-
selors were spending the two 
weeks prior to school starting 
and the first week of school 
changing decisions made in 
January, switching things like 
one elective to another elec-
tive, but in the course of that 
we were destroying entire 
core class numbers.”
   Lancaster stressed the need 
to relieve an overworked 
counseling department by en-
couraging students to finalize 
their scheduling decisions in 
January, not August. 
   Sophomore Katie Doerfler 
said that the outcome of the 
new scheduling policy is go-
ing to be negative.
   “People aren’t going to want 
to take the challenge of higher 
classes if they think it’s going 
to be hard to switch out if they 
need to,” said Doerfler.
   The winter Dance has also 
been a topic of controversy, 
with rumors circulating about 
its apparent demise and re-
placement with the “Snow-
flake Ball”. 
    Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer said Lancaster isn’t try-
ing to ruin the winter dance. 
She is actually trying to save 
it.
   “There was talk of canceling 
the winter dance altogether 
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Jim Pobursky said. “But with 
the wind in our faces in the 
second and fourth quarters, it wasn’t very 
conducive to throw the ball. I was sort of sur-
prised that we ran the ball that well, but I’ll 
take it.”
   Senior Chris Barr led the Maples in rushing 
with 104 yards off of 15 carries.  Senior Mike 
Nadolski had a great game on the ground as 
well, scoring four touchdowns off of 11 carries. 
   Nadolski was the first Maple to have a four 
touchdown rushing game since 2000. 
   “The offensive line offered great protection,” 
Nadolski said. “They helped us establish a 
good run-offense.” 
   One of the offensive linemen, senior Jake 
Badalamenti, had been a starting defensive 
tackle for the Maples this year. But against 
Hazel Park, he started at guard. It was not 
only his first start on the offensive line of the 
season, but his first time playing offensive line 
since he was a sophomore on the junior var-
sity team. 

   “In the past couple of games we’ve had some 
trouble moving the ball up the middle,” Ba-
dalementi said. “I made the switch to o-line to 
try to and open up some holes for our running 
backs.”
   Badalamenti did not have any trouble mak-
ing the transition back to offensive line.
   “It was like riding a bike,” Badalamenti said. 
“I was able to pick it up again immediately.”
   Pobursky was pleased with Badalamenti’s 
performance on the offensive line. 
   “Jake did a great job,” Pobursky said. “We 
asked him to move over to gear up the offen-
sive line and he did a great job. He also still 
wants to play defense so we still worked him 
in on the defensive side of the ball as well.”
   The defense put together a solid performance 
when it came to shutting down the Hazel Park 
offense that loves to run the ball. 
   Senior linebacker Jack Apap and the rest of 
the defense prevented Hazel Park from ever 

   On any given morning the 
Seaholm student parking lot 
is overcrowded, congested 
and according to security and 
parking attendant Chip Gor-
man, potentially dangerous. 
   This year, due to the delayed 
construction on Lincoln, un-
derclassmen parents join stu-
dent drivers in filling almost 
all of the available 350 park-
ing spaces. So far, only 320 to 
330 parking passes have been 
sold. 
   “We haven’t over sold the lot 
yet, so that means we should 
have plenty of room for our 
students out there,” assistant 
principal Deb Boyer said. 
“We think that some staff 
that haven’t been able to find 
their way around [Lincoln], 
may park there [and] some 
parents. There are probably 
people parking out there that 
don’t belong that are making 
it way too tight.”
  According to construction 
worker Rob Helberg, Pamar 
Construction Company, the 
main contractor working on 
Lincoln, originally aimed to 

be done on October 15th, but 
due to the rainy spring and a 
late start, is now expected to 
be done in November. 
   “I’m not surprised it has 
taken this long,” senior Den-
nis Wegienek said.  “It will 
probably take longer, but the 
construction had to be done. 
Lincoln was in really bad con-
dition.”
    Boyer sat in on the plan-
ning meeting last spring, 
when the city manager, the 
city engineer and the sum-
mer school principal, Susan 

Kidd discussed the issue. She, 
along with Kidd, was told that 
the construction would have 
to affect about six weeks of 
school no matter what.  Their 
choice came down to which 
six weeks. 
   “My thought was to have 
[Lincoln] torn up at the end 
of [last year] was better than 
the beginning of [this year],” 
Boyer said. “We were notified 
indeed it would be the 
beginning of the new school 
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Running Over Schedule, 
Construction Continues to 
Afflict Lincoln

A Sweet Homecoming
   Hazel Park is a team that 
has been traditionally known 
to run the ball until some-
one can stop them. Seaholm 
gave them a taste of their 
own medicine as the Maples 
rushed for over 200 yards 
in a 34-18 Homecoming win 
September 30.
   It was a cold, rainy night 
with the temperature dipping 
into the 40’s and the Maples 
used their running game to 
manage the game in the poor 
weather.
   “We initially had passing in 
our game plan,” Head Coach 
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Junior running back Tim Listt adds to his 54 total 
rushing-yards in varsity football’s win against Hazel 
park.
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Construction has complicated the morning commute and 
drop-off for students and parents. 
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and I wrote a song inspired by the recent events at 
Seaholm,” Lavigne said. “If you come away with any-
thing from my song I hope it encourages you to stand 
up for what you know is the right thing.”
   Lavigne has a history with music. She has been 
singing since age two and playing piano since age 
seven. It was only two years ago that she put her 
two passions together.
   “I was supposed to be practicing and I tried sing-
ing along to it.” Lavigne said. “It sounded good. 
So I was like ‘Write that down, write that down.’”
   Just one year later Lavigne decided to enter the 
talent show as a freshman at Seaholm. Lavi-
gne chose 

to play her song called “Make a 
Difference”.
   “It was the third song I had ever written,” 
Lavigne said. “I was actually kind of ner-
vous.”
   This was the song that won her the talent 
show and put her on the map for local tal-
ent.

Photoillustration by Dylan Dulberg & Simon Schuster
Singer-songwriter Leah Lavigne tickles the ivories at a recent music video shoot.
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Plans have been 
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security cameras this 
October.
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   As of the 2011-2012 school year the Bir-
mingham Public Schools district policies 
will now be accessible on the Birmingham 
website.
   “We wanted staff and community to have 
access to policy without the burden on hav-
ing to do manual searches through printed 
binders,” Deputy Superintendent Paul 
DeAngelis said. “In addition, the electronic 
version has a search feature.”
   As well as the search feature, this new ad-
dition will also allow for easier updating and 
editing when laws are changed at either a 
state or federal level. 

By Kelsey McClear

   

   

  
 

News Briefs
BPS Policies Now Available 
Online

 48 Cameras Soon to be Installed

Chelsea Abbott
Staff Writer 
cabbott@seaholmhighlander.com

Graphic By Dylan Dulberg 

       This October, Seaholm will be 
seen from 48 different angles after the 
installation of new security cameras around 
the school.
   According to Seaholm’s new principal 
Deanna Lancaster, the security cameras 
will be installed mid to late October. 
   The cameras will be installed first in 
Groves High School and then in Seaholm. 
There will be a total of 48 cameras in 
the halls of Seaholm, costing the district 
over $160,000 plus upwards of $50,000 
in annual maintenance fees, based on 
information said during the Board of 
Education’s June meeting.
   According to Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer, the cameras being installed in the 
two schools have the purpose of making 
the environment safer and more secure. 
Administrators say they’ll be better able 

to monitor who enters and exits the 
building and determine who is at fault 
for any crimes that take place. The Board 
of Education and school administrators 
have taken this into account, and, 
according to Board president Susan Hill, 
they are prepared to prove the benefits 
of the cameras. 
   Boyer assures that the cameras will 
be used for safety and not for spying.                
“Absolutely just for security,” Boyer 
said. “Security has been an issue for a 
long time. People have lost things from 
various places and we would like to 
make sure we have the opportunity to 
recover those.”
   According to Boyer, only if a situation 
occurs where looking at the tapes is 
necessary, such as a fight or theft, will 
the administrators watch the tapes.  
   Although there have been concerns 
that the cameras will increase the 
disciplinary levels of Seaholm, Boyer 

assured that while the administrators 
can use them for behavioral issues such 
as skipping class, “the intent is not to do 
that.”
    Students have mixed emotions when it 
comes to the security cameras. 
   Freshman Mike LaFave and sophomore 
Melissa Shiner, both victims of locker 
room theft, feel that cameras are essential 
to the protection of student’s belongings. 
   “If they had cameras in the school they 
would’ve found out who took my phone,” 
Shiner said.
   LaFave, whose cell phone, a Samsung 
Nexus, was also stolen from the locker 
room, agreed. 
   “The cameras would help,” LaFave said. 
   Sophomore Kendall Spina said that 
the cameras will make the students feel 
untrustworthy.      
    “I would say it is a big invasion of 
privacy,” Spina said. 
   Boyer assures that the security of the 

Lincoln Alternative Moved to 
Seaholm

New Cell Phone Policy Piloted

Incoming freshmen weren’t 
the only new addition to 
the Seaholm hallways when 
students returned for the 
2011-2012 school year. 
Seaholm is now piloting a 
policy which allows students 
to use their phones during 
passing times, at lunch and in 
certain classes with teacher 
discretion. 
   “It seemed as if when the 
students had free time [they] 
should be able to use them,” 
Assistant Principal Deb Boyer 
said.  “And we support the 
teachers in the rules that they 
have for classroom use.” 
The new idea has been in the 
works for a while but Seaholm 
administrators said they 
had to figure out ways they 
could make it work with the 
Birmingham Public Schools 
board policies. 
   “We told you as a student 
body that this is a pilot 
program,” Boyer said. “Groves 
is not on board with this at 
this point in time.” 
Students were informed on 
the second day of school, 
during grade level assemblies, 
of the change in the cell phone 
policy.   
With this pilot, the 
administrators and BPS 
Board members will be 
looking for the pitfalls to cell 
phones and deciding whether 
or not they will return to the 
old ways. 
“We will look to see if 
student use was appropriate 
and use of cell phones and 
other technology enhanced 

teaching and learning,” BPS 
Deputy Superintendent Paul 
DeAngelis said. 
At the end of the 2011-
2012 school year, central 
administration will be in 
charge of reporting back 
to the board whether or 
not there was an increase 
academic misconduct as a 
result of cell phones and 
whether there were more or 
less problems in relation to 
electronic devices.
“When they weren’t to be out 
in the hallway, we would have 
a cache of cell phones every 
afternoon to deal with,” Boyer 
said. “And that wasn’t a good 
use of my time.”
Not only are cell phones a 
communication device they 
can also be a tool for the 21st 
Century Learning system 
that Seaholm has adapted 
to more then ever this year. 
However Boyer believes 
there can be some confusion 
when it comes to 21st Century 
Learning. 
  “Don’t let there be a 
misunderstanding of 21st 

Kelsey McClear 
News Editor 
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Century Learning,” Boyer 
said. “21st Century Learning is 
not just grabbing every gadget 
that’s out there.” 
Seaholm students and 
teachers are also voicing their 
opinion when it comes to the 
use of their phones during the 
school day. 
“Its really nice to be able to 
text your friends before lunch 
so you can meet up,” freshman 
Jamie Greene said. “It gives 
students a lot more freedom.”  
With this freedom comes a 
sense of responsibility and 
integrity. 
“I think [cell phones are] 
good,” senior Fiona Eaken 
said. “As long as people don’t 
try to take advantage of it.” 
Seaholm teacher Dawn 
Whitehead is also on board 
with the new plans. 
“Yes I am very supportive of 
[cell phones],” Whitehead 
said.  “I think that any time 
we can take technology and 
incorporate it into learning 
we can see nothing but good 
from it.” 

Wireless Web 
Installed
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Seaholm Students Rebecca Rosen and Shane Levy  enjoy the 
new cell phone policy.                  

   iPods, iPads, and smartphone owners 
rejoice, this summer BPS installed high speed 
wireless internet  to Seaholm High School in 
order to replace the outdated network. 
   Joseph Jelasic, Seaholm’s new Technology 
Operations Assistant said that the new 
Wi-Fi network covers every square inch of 
Seaholm’s campus, providing a high speed 
connection for BPS students and faculty. 
   “The Wi-Fi covers the whole school,” Jelasic 
said.
   The new Wi-Fi network does indeed work 
throughout the entire campus. However, 
connecting to a Wi-Fi network by the 
outside the building’s east entrance can be 
a headache. It came through eventually but 
took considerably longer than most hotpots. 
   Seaholm’s second level connected to the 
Wi-Fi rather fast, compared to a few places 
on the lower level.  Astronomy teacher Kevin 
Hoffmeyer’s classroom had similar slow start 
up issues to areas around the bus turnaround.
   Since joining Seaholm this summer,  
Jelasic has been involved in recent Wi-Fi 
installations.  
   “This has been an ongoing project,” Jelasic 
said. “We installed access point broadcasters 
throughout the entire school for this year.”
   When a student connects to the Wi-Fi 
network, they will be logged on immediately. 
Don’t get too used to this though --according 
to Jelasic, this will change very soon. 
   “The Seaholm guest network will require 
authentication soon,” Jelasic said. “Students 
will have to use the passwords they currently 
use for the 2011-2012 school year to log on to 
the Wi-Fi. 
   Wi-Fi also works on the football stands so 
student can tweet during Seaholm football 
games. The Highlander tested the Wi-Fi with 
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    At the September 30 Seaholm home-
coming game, Principal Deanna Lancaster 
announced the 2011 homecoming court and 
homecoming king and queen for each grade. 
   Sophomore court included Andrew Barton 
and Allie Wright; junior court consisted of 
Eric Smith and Kathy Quigley; and senior 
court included Stephanie Muir, Katie Root, 
Lauren Yousif, and Sarah Nagley. 
   Crowned king and queen were seniors Kit 
Kuhne and Christian Sanford. 
   “I honestly had no idea I was nominated,” 
Sanford said. “I was definitely flattered, 

though.”  
By Kelsey McClear

Homecoming Court

   Lincoln Street Alternative School has been 
relocated to the garden level of Seaholm.
     There are currently 45 students attending 
Lincoln Street, and there are six classrooms 
being used. Lincoln Street’s principal, Gary 
Bigger, reflected on the move to Seaholm.
   “We are still in the organizational and 
adjustment stage, but so far it’s been very 
smooth,” Bigger said. 
   Lincoln Street students are allowed to 
park in the Seaholm student parking lot, 
and upperclassmen are given the option to 
go out to lunch.
   Science teacher Sara Fetsco works with 
the Lincoln Street students, and she found 
that the transition was very beneficial.
   “Seaholm had some extra space so the dis-
trict was able to consolidate buildings being 
used,” Fetsco said.    
   Bigger thinks that the relocation to 
Seaholm has proved very successful.
   “I will have to say that we have been well 
received by Seaholm,” Bigger said. “They 
have made us feel very welcomed.”

   By Olivia Seago

 Photo By Dylan Dulberg

Seaholm at a Glance

   October 11 Freshmen Field Day March 
Practice during x-block
   October 11 Boys Varsity Soccer at Berk-
ley 
   October 11 Boys Varsity Water Polo at 
Seaholm 
   October 12 Field Day Can Drive from 
2:45pm – 5:30pm
   October 12 Boys Varsity Soccer at 
Seaholm 
   October 13 Field Day Can Drive from 
7:00am-8:20am and 2:45pm – 5:30pm.
   October 13 Girls Varsity Swim and Dive 
at Seaholm 
   October 13 Girls Varsity Volleyball at 
Seaholm
   October 14 Field Day 
   October 14 Boys Varsity Soccer at Farm-
ington Harrison  
   October 14 Boys Varsity Football at  Fern-
dale
    October 15 PSAT Administered 
    October 17 Boys Varsity Water Polo at 
Troy High 
   October 19 Seaholm Conferences from 
4-7 
   October 18 Lollapa’D’za Music Festival 
at 6:30
    October 18 Girls Varsity Swim and Dive 
at Groves
    October 18 Girls Varsity Volleyball at 
Seaholm
    October 19 Boys Varsity Water Polo at 
Seaholm 
    October 20 Mandatory KOM x-block for 
freshmen 
    October 20 Girls Varsity Volleyball at 
Clarkston Quad 
   October 21 Seaholm vs. Groves football 
game
   October 24 Girls and Boys Varsity Cross 
Country at Rochester 
   October 25 Mandatory KOM x-block for 
freshmen  
   October 26 Powder puff flag football 
game at 7 
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   The Seaholm Highlander lost its first issue 
after a district-wide server crash. All stories 
and page designs for the Highlander were 
destroyed Wednesday, September 21 around 5 
in the evening. Everything saved after Monday 
evening was lost.
  Most important was a folder used to store 
data known as the “O Drive” that can be ac-
cessed by anyone who is in the network and is 
not stored on only one computer.
   “I was in shock,” Highlander Editor-in-Chief 
Simon Schuster said. “Dozens of hours of 
work was gone in the blink of an eye.”
   “The [O-drive] crash was caused by the 
brownouts that occurred the day before,” 
Seaholm Technology Operational Assistant 
Joseph Jelasic said. “We had about four or five 
brownouts in a sequence that day.”

took place, it could not protect against it and 
back up everything. 
   “The entire school 
was affected,” 
Jelasic said. “The 
school all has access 
to these drives.”
   “Still, I’m im-
pressed by the matu-
rity the staff dis-
played in the face of 
adversity,” Harwood 
said. “They dealt 
with it and moved 
on to the next issue.”
   After waiting for 
four hours for the 
replacement drive, it 
took about 20 hours 
to restore. The fail-
ure greatly affected 
the whole school. 

   A brownout is a temporary loss or shortage 
of power. They can occur because of overloads 
on the electrical system, storms disrupting the 
distribution grid, or because there are other 
problems in the system. 
   “What’s so frustrating was that we were only 
an hour away from sending our issue to the 
printer,” Highlander Adviser Ben Harwood 
said.
   The software that is used is RAID-5. RAID 
stands for Redundant Array of Independent 
Disks. This software allows for one drive to 
crash, and it then swaps out and copies data 
and both drives. 
   The brownouts occurred so many times, that 
it caused two drives to fail instead of the usual 
one that Seaholm and the RAID-5 program is 
prepared for.  
   “When two drives fail it’s a complete [soft-
ware] fail,” Jelasic said.
   The software was only prepared for the fail-
ure of one drive and when two drive failures 

Jelasic believes that the costs of this new drive 
were covered by warranty.

    “The RAID array is set up 
for failure,” Jelasic said. “It is 
extremely uncommon for two 
crashes to happen. In five or 
six years it never failed like 
that.”
   As for further protections 
being implemented there 
are no plans for changes or 
improvements for the RAID 
software as of right now. 
Along with the one backup 
that RAID has, it also weekly 
and nightly backs up the 
drive.  
   “All the precautions are 
already being taken,” Jelasic 
said. 

Server Crash Kills Highlander’s First Print Issue 
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This error message flashed across all 
12 pages moments after the district’s
S, O and T drive server crashed.  

   Cost savings, charter school 
caps and online classes were 
among the topics debated last 
week at the League of Women 
Voters’ “Meet the Candidates 
Night”.
  The hour-long question 
and answer session, hosted 
at the Birmingham Public 
Schools’ administration 
building, featured incumbents 
Christopher Conti and Robert 
Lawrence as well as first time 
candidate John Connelly. 
The three candidates are 
running for two open Board of 
Education positions.
  Connelly is both a resident 
and a parent in the BPS 
district. 
  “Public service is a big part 
of my life and my family,” 
Connelly said. “I believe 
that I have the discipline, 
knowledge, and passion to be 
a solid contributing member 
of the board of education.” 
   Lawrence, a BPS parent, is 
running for re-election for the 
board. He has served on the 
BPS board from 2003-2011 
as treasurer and is hoping for 
another four-year term. 
   “My stand on the board 
has been exciting, to say the 
least,” Lawrence said. “We 
have gone through many 

changes.” 
   Conti, also a parent in the 
district, is running for re-
election on the board. He 
served from 2007-2011 as the 
Secretary to the Board. 
   “Good, excellent public 
schools are the cornerstone to 
every good community,” Conti 
said.  
   The questions ranged 
from cost saving tactics to 
experiences with diversity. 
   Here are some of the 
highlights:
   Q- How do you feel 
about schools of choice?
   Conti- There is [sic.] a lot 
of things that I like about 
schools of choice and there 
are some things I don’t 
like.  It gives people the 
opportunity who are in a 
district that is not offering a 
top rated education to receive 
a top rated education. What 
I don’t like about it is that it 
can dilute our community and 
could potentially take chairs 
away from our children and 
could also take construction 
time from our children as 
well. 
   Lawrence- The fundamental 
fairness problem I have with 
[schools of choice] is that in 
Birmingham the residents 
have chosen since 1994 to tax 
themselves at a higher rate to 
provide greater schools. 
   Connelly- I believe that 

schools of 
choice offer 
some benefits 
but come 
with some 
issues that 
impact schools 
particularly 
right in the 
classroom. 
Schools of 
choice offer the 
opportunity 
for kids 
from under-
performing 
districts the 
opportunity 
to receive an 
education that 
they would not receive in their 
current residents. [sic.]
    Q- Your opinion on the 
proposed legislation that 
lifts the cap on charter 
schools? 
    Conti- Personally I don’t 
agree with it. I think there is 
[sic.] enough charter schools 
as it is. There is already not 
enough resources for the [sic.] 
schools we have. 
    Lawrence- What it does is 
negatively impact all the other 
school districts in the state of 
Michigan. The intent is good, 
the consequences are not so 
good. 
    Connelly- I believe that 

School Board Candidates Debate Policy, Savings

lifting the cap on charter 
schools is a mandate that 
would dilute funding that 
we currently have available 
for schools in the state and 
current districts. 
   Q- What are your 
thoughts on E2020 
otherwise known as 
cyber schools?  Do you 
think students can learn 
a subject without teacher 
student interaction? 
Does cheating become an 
issue? 
   Connelly- The one benefit 
of a cyber school situation 
would be a possible added 
revenue stream for a city 
like Birmingham. But the 

devils in the detail is how it 
is implemented, what has 
to be closely monitored for 
the benefit of education is 
the measures used to unsure 
cheating does not occur and 
that education does. 
   Conti- I think there are 
certain courses that lend 
themselves to online learning, 
courses that you can do a lot 
of independent study with.  
Depending on the age group 
I think it can also be very 
problematic. 
   Lawrence- I don’t think 
you are ever going to get 
as good a education with 
strictly an online course.  
[Online classes] has a 

Kelsey McClear
News Editor
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Simon Schuster
The school board canidates answer questions about important issues going 
on in the Birmingham district. 

place as a supplement but 
nothing replaces kids in the 
classroom. 
   Q- What ideas do 
you have for revenue 
generation and cost 
savings? 
  Connelly- I think we would 
look for opportunities for 
possible revenue generation 
is programs outside the box. 
I am aware that we have 17 
Russian hockey players taking 
classes in the Birmingham 
District. 
   Conti- I think really taking 
a lot of our best practices, 
especially in the 21st Century 
Learning and working for 
a fee with other districts. 
In terms of saving I think 
down the road we could look 
at things like busing and 
looking at additional tuition 
reimbursements. 
   Lawrence- We leverage 
our school buildings for 
rental in both in the athletic 
fields and pools, we leverage 
the classrooms in the 
high schools. There is an 
idea about leveraging out 
best practices and finding 
a way for teachers and 
administrators in this district 
to present to other districts. 
I would very much like to see 
this building we are sitting in 
tonight sold. 
   For extended coverage of 
the debate, go to 
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Cameras 
Cont. from page 2

will be in much better shape because of the 
cameras. 
    “Seaholm has hoped to have cameras or 
tried to have cameras for a number of years,” 
Boyer said.  
    Robin Moten, a Flex teacher at Seaholm is 
also worried about the affects of the security 
cameras. 
   “I am really not a fan of the security 
cameras,” Moten said. “It has nothing to do 
with safety, it has nothing to do with expense, 
it has everything to do with how we achieve 
safety.” 
   Moten feels that cameras are not the ideal 
way to achieve safety at Seaholm. 
   “More efforts need to be put into making 
sure we have a community, then, if necessary, 
add cameras,” Moten said.
Based on information Hill said, this is not 
the first time that interest in the subject of 
security cameras has been brought up to the 
Board of Education. These concerns stem 
mostly from the parent community, and 
they are concerned for their students safety.           
“The cameras should not circumvent the 
responsibility everyone in the building has 
to look out for one another and do the right 
thing,” Hill said.

Wireless 
Cont. from page 2

with an iPod touch 3rd gen and a iPhone 3G -- 
they both worked.
   The Wi-Fi is set up with Cisco boxes on the 
“N generation” network. This runs very fast 
according to Jelasic. 
   The “N” network is becoming increasingly 
popular in high schools across the nation. A 
large portion of New York City high schools 
plan to go wireless this year.  
   With the new cell phone policy in affect this 
year, students can use their cell phones during 
passing time and during lunch. This means 
students with Wi-Fi compatible devices will 
also have access to the new Wi-Fi network.
   The school’s Wi-Fi does deny access to 
restricted sites like Facebook so some wireless 
users might not be tempted to use the Wi-Fi. 
   Teachers are beginning to take advantage of 
the schools universal Wi-Fi however.
   On a Seaholm forum, Chemistry teacher 
Holly Minoletti asks students to bring their 
Wi-Fi devices to school on some days. 
   “I will have laptops for those without devices 
to use,” said Minoletti. 
   BPS Executive Director of Technology 
Joseph Hoffman told The Highlander in 
May that Seaholm’s internet connection was 
“clunky” and “slow.” The new speeds are 
fasters than ever now according to Jelasic.
   Debate and Flex teacher Peter Shaheen has 
seen students using the new Wi-Fi network in 
his class and throughout the school. 
   “The new Wi-Fi is beneficial to Seaholm,” 
said Shaheen.

  Name: John Kovalchuck 
  Subject: Engineering Tech-
nology (Engineering Com-
puter Aided Drafting and 
Design, Three Dimensional 
CAD, Architecture Drafting 
and Design)
  Experience: In addition to 
being a certified manufac-
turing engineer, he taught 
at Western Illinois Univer-
sity and Bowling Green State 
University for five years. 
After that, he was hired by 
General Motors and Ford as 
an Advanced Applications 
Engineer, Manager and Superintendent, in 
which he used Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
and Manufacturing technology.
   Something Students May Not Know About 
Him: “I landed on the USS Enterprise twice, 

Photo By Dylan Dulberg
Kovalchuck assist a student during one of his computer tech-
nology classes. 

From Campus and Detroit 3, 
Meet John Kovalchuck

Profile by Olivia Seago

This is profile is the 
first in a series on new 
Seaholm teachers. 

and I don’t pass up a fishing trip.” 
  Quote: “The engineering program at Bir-
mingham schools is outstanding and I relate 
to the students that like to design and create 
something from nothing.  Dream it, draw it, 
make it!”

before Mrs. Lancaster came,” said Boyer.
   Lancaster said she wants to make the dance 
school-oriented, but keep the fun theme of the 
dance. Lancaster had a meeting with Student 
Congress over the summer, where they dis-
cussed the possible changes to the dance. 
   “We want to make the dance school appropri-
ate and maintain a dance where you just come 
with friends and have fun,” said Student Con-
gress adviser Ann DeBoer.
   Boyer said changes might be made to the win-
ter dance so it can continue, but Lancaster said 
she isn’t in any rush to implement these new 
policies and she won’t be making all these deci-
sions on her own. 
   “I want to see what a dance is like before I 
change anything,” Lancaster said. “I will also 
make sure to collaborate with Student Con-
gress before any changes are set.”
   Regardless if Lancaster is making these 
changes, sophomore Arden Aiello says she 
doesn’t want them to happen.
   “The winter dance was inappropriate but 
it was fun because you didn’t have to have a 
date,” said Aiello. “I wouldn’t agree with any 
changes to it.” 
   No definite changes have been agreed upon 
yet, meaning that the “Snowflake Ball” is only 
an idea for now.
   “The theme of the winter dance has not been 
decided yet,” said Boyer. “The Snowflake Ball 
is just an idea right now.”
   Lancaster stresses that these revisions to pol-
icy have been a long time coming, and didn’t 
necessarily indicate a change in administrative 
philosophy.
   “I don’t know if it was a change of philosophy, 
because it had been discussed with the previ-
ous administration before. I think it was just 
a lot of things,” Lancaster said. “The changes 
I’ve made, the people have brought to me and 
discussed as a group. They have not been uni-
lateral changes.”

Changes 
Cont. from page 1
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Student Life

   Senior Sam Corey had a few major goals for 
the new program that went into initiation this 
year.
   “We want the freshmen to always have some-
one to look to,” Corey said. “And it doesn’t have 
to be about school. But [the freshman should] 
become comfortable with their mentors.”
   However, according to freshman Zena Fari-
da, the effect of the program is already taking 
place.
   “[The Kick-Off mentorship program] made 
me less scared of the seniors because they 
seemed nicer after the program,” Farida said. 
“I hope to make some new friends, on top of 
the friends I already have. The program is 
helping me branch out.”
   The Kick-Off mentoring program is a nation-
wide program designed to give freshmen a 
smooth transition into high school life. 
   This means that every Seaholm freshman is 
assigned to an upperclassmen mentor. Each 
mentor went through somewhat of an exclu-
sive application process, dispersing roughly 70 
upperclassmen mentors and 16 captains onto 
the freshman grade.
   The job of these mentors is to support their 
freshmen in any way they can, whether it be 
answering school-related questions or just be-
ing there to listen during tough times. 
   There are five mentors and one captain per 
homeroom. The captain’s job is to supervise 
conversation in their homeroom. 
   Corey, a captain in the program, was put into 
the program without even having to apply. 
   “For me [the program] is a huge, preventa-
tive thing,” Corey said. “It’s foreseeing all the 
troubles the freshmen might have. Whether 
it’s, drinking, drugs, suicide; all that stuff.”
   Corey says that his goals are not necessar-
ily different from any other of the mentors, but 
being captain gives him a little bit more voice 
when it comes to program facilitation.
   On top of what Officer Timmy Christensen 
calls “the hierarchy of the program” are the 
four officers. This includes Seniors Timmy 
Christensen, Rebecca Rosen, Eboni Clemoens 
and Daniel Bekemeyer.
   “Our job is basically to bounce around from 
homeroom to homeroom,” Christensen said. 
“We come up with ideas for the program and 
communicate them with Ms. Rossen.”
   Counselor Rebecca Rossen is the administra-
tive leader of the new program and is continu-
ing to look for new, creative ways to change the 
student body of Seaholm. 
  “We really need to make sure we are giving 
them [the freshmen] activities that will help 
their transition,” Rossen said. “Activities that 
will help the culture at Seaholm.”
   Rossen says that for a first-year program, 
things are running pretty smoothly. However, 
the group also recognizes that once some of 
these organizational issues are resolved, the 
program will be able to accomplish much more.
   “We just need to streamline things a bit more,” 
Rossen said. “We need more staff involvement. 
We need a better communication program be-
tween me and the students, and the students 
[with other] students.”

   “After I won, everything started to change,” 
Lavigne said. “It was like some new found con-
fidence.”
   This summer, Lavigne has taken yet another 
lunge forward with the release of her first, self-
titled and self-produced E.P., Leah Lavigne. 
   “I kind of took my best six songs,” Lavigne 
said. “I thought it would be better than a full 
album, just to get my music out there.”
   The E.P. did just that. Lavigne has been put-
ting the disc out at shows, just to, as she puts it, 
“get her name out there.”
   Now she is, not only interested in a career in 
music, but she is dedicated to it. Lavigne ex-
plains how there is nothing in her life that will 
stop her from playing music.
   “If it [playing and writing music] means drop-
ping out of school, if it means never sleeping,” 
Lavigne said. “I’ll do it.”
   Lavigne is confident in her potential as a mu-
sician and in her future in a musical career. It’s 
this confidence that Lavigne considers to be 
the thing that separates her from other musi-
cians.
   “Lots of people sing and play instruments.” 
Lavigne said. “But I’ve got ambition. I’m ambi-
tious. That’s what makes me different.”
   Another defining quality that sets Lavigne 
apart from other artists is her unique selection 
of musical influences.
   “I really love Cat Stevens or Bob Dylan,” Lavi-
gne said. “And it’s not necessarily because of 
the music they play. It’s because of who they 
are. They are musical people, it pumps through 
their veins.”
   Lavigne says her favorite song of all time is 
“Can’t Help Falling In Love” made famous by 
Elvis Presley, something that would not com-
monly be said by and up and coming 21st cen-
tury talent.
   “I just love everything about it,” Lavigne said. 
“The lyrics and melody are so simple but so 
good.”
Lavigne claims, however, that you can’t learn 
much about her just by looking at her influ-
ences or even hearing her CD.
   “If people don’t see me live and if they don’t 
connect to my music, then they don’t know 
me,” Lavigne said.
   Now she is staring at her half full cup of cof-
fee, twisting the straw around with the tip of 
her middle finger, deep in thought. Lavigne is 
thinking about all the success she has had with 
her music, and all that is still to come. She says 
how amazed she is by it all, but finally she is 
able to put her finger right on the answer:
   “It’s the support from everyone,” Lavigne 
said. “Without people you’re no one.”

Tamler’s Tasty Treats

Photo Courtesy Of Tamler Family

Tamler shows two of her creme filled cupcakes which can be 
purchased for $2 a piece with proceeds going to charity.

   One on one help, verbaliza-
tion, and phones in class are 
not phrases you would expect 
to hear when describing a 
math class.
   But in Carol Pinneo’s Algebra 
II class, this is the new normal.
   Pinneo, the math department 
chair, has made the transition 
to 21st Century Learning in 
her classes.
   She said the move has given 
the students more opportuni-
ty to obtain help during class 
time.  
   “I used to use most of the 
class time to teach a lesson, 
and now that can be done 
on their own,”  Pinneo said.  
“There’s much more opportu-
nity for one on one help, I’ve 
been able to work with each 
student several times.”
   Seaholm’s attempt at a 21st 
Century Learning system is 
still new, and classrooms are 
now realizing the change. 
   The district’s interpreta-
tion of 21st Century Learning 
has six major components – 
they’re even visualized on a 
color wheel on the Birming-
ham Public School district’s 
web page.  
   The goal, BPS says, is to cre-
ate an environment that en-
courages self motivation, col-
laborative learning, making 
global connections, creating 

information, identifying and 
solving problems, and allow-
ing students to develop and 
improve technology skills.
   Pinneo said her classroom 
has changed drastically be-
cause she can see where each 
student stands with the mate-
rial.
   “It’s easy to find out what 
each students’ understand-
ing of the material is,” Pinneo 
said.
    Junior Kevin Kristopik said 
more individual student and 
teacher time is improving his 
understanding dramatically.
   “It’s better being able to have 
one on one help, and not even 
having to come in for X-block 
to do so,” Kristopik said.
   Social Studies Department 
Chair Barb Harte has also re-
tooled her class to fit a 21st 
Century environment. Harte 
said that it gives the student 
more control, and in hope that 
they’ll have more indepen-
dence throughout the learn-
ing.
   “Many students that I have 
say that it’s a harder way to 
learn,” Harte said.  “But it 
definitely gives you more con-
trol, and if you’re invested in 
the learning, the assumption 
is that you’ll have better reten-
tion.”
   “The opportunity to go on-
line and being able to utilize 
the various resources available 
can be helpful in addition to 
using a textbook,” sophomore 
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21st Century Learning 
Gets Mixed Reviews

Photo Courtesy Of  Giovanni Lavigne
Leah Lavigne self-released her debut album 
earlier this year. 

Lavigne 
Cont. from page 1

Josh Leitman said.  
   Leitman said that 21st Cen-
tury Learning puts him at an 
advantage for his learning 
strengths.
   “It puts me at an advan-
tage because I have a smart 
phone,” Leitman said.  “I be-
lieve that a small percentage 
is at a disadvantage because 
some kids don’t have Inter-
net access on their phones, or 
they’ll be tempted to do other 
things when they’re supposed 
to be working.”
   The economics classes have 
also switched over to a stu-
dent-centered format.
   Molly Blank, a junior in Ben 
Harwood’s economics class, 
believes that the different style 
of learning engages her and 
helps her stay focused.
   “I think it’s a fun and differ-
ent way of learning,” Blank 
said, “We take online quizzes 
using our phones and then we 
discuss them.”
   Not every student has been 
won over by the change.
   Senior Steven Palmeri, thinks 
that 21st Century Learning 
sometimes gets him more dis-
tracted rather than it helping.  
    “I find myself fooling around 
with other applications on my 
phone, rather than doing my 
work,” Palmeri said, “I feel like 
that can happen to any high 
school student.”
 

New Mentoring 
Program Kicks Off

   The newest addition to the 
Seaholm staff is one who many 
students may recognize as a 
former classmate. 
   Joseph Jelasic, a 2009 grad-
uate of Seaholm, recently be-
came the school’s new techni-
cal operational assistant. 
   Jelasic who studied at Central 
Michigan University and Lan-
sing Community College after 
graduating from Seaholm, at-
tended technical school and is 
currently pursuing his degree. 
    Being only three years older 
than the seniors at Seaholm 
may give Jelasic an advantage 
when it comes to relating with students, but 
when building a sense of authority he said it is 
proving to be difficult.
     “It is more of a challenge trying to instill 
that I am a staff member, but because I am so 
young it is difficult to get that notion across to 
everyone,” Jelasic said. 
    However, junior Mallory Wilberding believes 
that Jelastic’s young age is not a problem.
   “It’s interesting to have someone who gradu-
ated in the same grade as my sister on the 
Seaholm faculty,” Wilberding said. “I am ex-
cited to see how it works out.”
   Coming in with a good reputation built 
among his new colleagues, who used to be his 
teachers, Jelasic already has an advantage in 
the workplace.
   “It’s a unique experience. It is definitely a 
huge shift going from a student to a staff mem-
ber but it is a good change. It’s been really nice 
and all the people are really helpful,” Jelasic 
said.
   Social Studies teachers Bob Carelton and Lou 
Pavloff incorporate a tech-heavy 21st Century 
curriculum and have been impressed with 
Jelasic’s professionalism. 
   “It’s great, he is very cool, calm and collected,” 

Carleton said. “He has a very good expertise at 
what he is doing. You could see that even when 
he was a student, he was very good at the tech. 
He was always helping out other groups in my 
class, so I am all for Mr. Jelasic being here, it’s 
great.” 
   “To see him as an adult and to see the compe-
tency he has at his field, he is just so very good 
at what he does,” Pavloff said.
    Although Jelasic came in to the department 
with vast knowledge of not only computers but 
Seaholm as well, getting up to date has been a 
challenge. 
   “There was quite a bit to work on,” Jelasic 
said. “It is part catch up and part of trying to 
get ahead of things right now.” 
   Jelasic, known to many students as the Tech 
Wizard, will be on the lookout for students who 
abuse their technology privileges. 
    “Playing games and going on non-instruc-
tional web sites is pretty much what we catch 
kids doing the most,” Jelasic said.
    If one is caught on an un-instructional web-
site, it can result in a suspension of computer 
privileges. 
    “I see everything,” Jelasic said. 
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Photo By Dylan Dulberg
2009 Seaholm graduate Joe Jelasic at work as the new 
technical operational assistant.

   After opening the front door, 
it’s tough to avoid being lured 
inside by a savory aroma.
   Encased in a delicate paper 
liner, a vanilla cupcake topped 
with cookie dough butter-
cream frosting, filled with a 
cookie dough center, and em-
bellished with a small cookie 
and chocolate chips showcases 
the work of a baker.
   It’s this attention to detail she 
loves so much. With a life-long 
passion for baking and a crav-
ing for desserts, junior Kend-
all Tamler knew that she had a 
sweet future ahead of her.
   That is why she founded Fill 
in the Cake, a non-profit cup-
cake organization based out of 
her house.
   “Cupcakes have always been 
one of my favorite desserts 
because I think of them as 
a blank canvas, and you can 
make any creation you want,” 
Tamler said. “So when I really 
started experimenting with 
flavors this summer, a bunch 
of my friends told me they 
would buy them if I sold them. 
So, I just sort of ran with it 
from there and attempted to 
start a business.”
   Tamler made the decision to 
donate her profits to charity 
after hearing stories of young 
children dying from cancer 

and reflecting on her lifestyle.
   “I really just want to try to 
help those who aren't blessed 
with all the incredible luxuries 
that I have been unbelievably 
lucky to have access to,” Tam-
ler said. “I have enough at this 
point in my life, and I'm ready 
to reach out and help others 
create a better life.”
  Tamler has no target money 
goal because she focuses on 
doing the best that she can. 
However, Tamler is still un-
certain of where to donate her 
profits. 
   “I haven't picked the charity I 
want to donate to yet because I 
want to make sure I really feel 
passionate about it,” Tamler 
said. “But I am looking at lo-
cal charities like Allie's Angels 
and Suite Dreams that help 
children with cancer and other 
serious illnesses.”
   Tamler created the com-
pany name “Fill in the Cake” 
because each of her cupcakes 
has a different filling, such 
as cookie dough or chocolate 
frosting.
   While Kendall states that her 
most popular flavor is Cookie 
Dough, some of her other 
flavors include Cookies and 
Cream, Nutella, Peanut Butter 
Cup, Lemon Raspberry, and 
S’mores. 
   After putting long hours into 
baking 96 cupcakes in three 
days, Tamler decided to re-

duce her baking to about 12 to 
24 cupcakes per week. 
   “I have really cut back be-
cause you wouldn’t guess it 
but cupcake baking is pretty 
hard work,” Tamler said. 
   Tamler executes the entire 
business by herself, which in-
cludes buying the supplies, 
baking and frosting the cup-
cakes, and cleaning up the 
mess. She makes the cupcakes 
100 percent from scratch. 
Tamler’s mother, Trish Tam-
ler, believes Tamler’s efforts 
have also transformed their 
household. 
   “The kitchen becomes a fun, 
central part of the house when 
we are all drawn to the smell 
of the warm cupcakes coming 
out of the oven,” Trish Tamler 
said. “I think that Kendall’s 
cupcake business has been a 
great thing.”
   Tamler used expense free 
advertising by creating a Face-
book page titled “Fill in the 
Cake” where customers can 
read information about her 
business and view pictures of 
her creations. She also has a 
Twitter to draw in customers.
   “It's really difficult to pro-
mote my business because I 
don't have any money to put in 
to advertising,” Tamler said. “I 
just post pictures of my cup-
cakes on Facebook and Twit-
ter and hope that people will 
see them and think, ‘Wow, 
that looks delicious. I think 
I'm gonna go get a cupcake.’”
   To order cupcakes, custom-
ers can email Tamler at ktam-
ler@aol.com. Tamler’s cup-
cakes sell for $2 each or $20 
for a dozen. Junior Catherine 
Young thought that the price 
was very practical.
   “I think her cupcakes are very 
reasonably priced,” Young 
said. “The quality of the cup-
cakes is awesome, and I know 
she puts a lot of time in mak-
ing every one perfect.”
      Just like local cupcake 
businesses, Tamler’s cupcakes 
come in plastic containers that 
hold six cupcakes each.
   Although Tamler is focusing 
on baking cupcakes right now, 
she says that she may expand 
to other desserts if her busi-
ness takes off. While Tamler 
feels overwhelmed at times, 
she believes that her hard 
work pays off in the end.
    “It can get really exhaust-
ing, but it makes it all worth 
it when I get a text saying my 
cupcake is the best thing some 
one's ever tasted,” Tamler 
said. 

Olivia Seago
Deputy News Editor
oseago@seaholmhighlander.com

2009 Grad Joins Faculty 
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   -year instead. It was certainly not our recom-
mendation in any way, shape or form.”
    The construction involves paving a majority 
of Lincoln and the replacing most of the sewers 
located beneath the concrete. 
   “We’re replacing a bunch of combined sewer, 
storm sewer and water main and water leads 
and sanitary sewer leads,” Helberg said. “And 
then we’re going to pave the whole road with 
concrete, from Southfield to Cranbrook.”
   This construction, which in total will last 
around six months, has impacted and will 
continue to impact three major parts of the 
Seaholm community. Student drivers, teach-
ers and buses all have been affected. 
   “It’s not just slowing people down,” English 
teacher Mitchell Nobis said. “It’s actually af-
fecting people getting to class on time and 
things like that.”
    Juniors, who are new to the student parking 
lot, have an even more difficult job this fall. Be-
sides learning how to work with other student 
drivers, parents and occasional teachers are 
now thrown into the mix. 
    “New junior drivers usually aren’t ready for 
the crazy parking lot,” Wegienek said. “I got 
hit once in the parking lot and I wasn’t even in 
my car at the time. I have yet to repair my car 
because of the likelihood of getting hit again.”         
    Teachers are impacted by the delayed con-

struction as well. There is only one open 
street that connects to the teacher parking lot, 
which can be difficult to find for those new to 
Seaholm. According to Nobis, this detour can 
be rough on cars. 
 “The work around is to go on Golf View, and 
just the 20 feet between our parking lot and 
Golf View is enough to destroy a small sedan,” 
Nobis said. “I’m a little worried about bring-
ing a small car over those bumps. They’re not 
bumps, they’re craters.”
   Until November, when the construction is 
estimated to be finished, the shuttle between 
Groves and Seaholm has been to be rerouted. 
Like teachers, their work around is through 
Golf View. 
   For now, though, there isn’t anything people 
can do except to wait and be cautious. 
  “There’s so little I can do about it with so much 
traffic,” Gorman said. “When the construction 
is gone, it’ll ease a little bit.”

“It’s not just slowing people 

down. It’s actually affecting 

people getting to class on time 

and things like that.”

- Mitchell Nobis

Lincoln 
Cont. from page 1

 JD Hess
 Staff Writer 
 jhess@seaholmhighlander.com
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Members of the Seaholm Girls Cross Country team run on the beach as they race to finish their three-day journey. Ten runners from the 
Seaholm Cross Country Team participated in the Great Lakes Relay. 

   Swift-moving rivers, dense trails of mud, the 
constant nag of pesky mosquitoes, and sinking 
in sand with every step were just minor obsta-
cles that runners faced during the 2011 Great 
Lakes Relay in July.  
   A total of 10 runners from the boys and 
girls Seaholm Cross Country teams were up 
for the challenge that started on July 15.  Se-
niors Jack Howard and Zack Demko teamed 
up with former Maple cross country runners 
Ryan Petry and Clay 
Monahan to create 
“The Red Rockets”.  
Senior Sarah Feiten 
and juniors Tess and 
Mallory Wilberding 
lead a separate team 
named “Seriously?!” 
that included Selena 
Wallace, Paige Rus-
sell, Julia Demko, 
Elaina Brown, and 
Allison Wegner.
   The three-day, 282-
mile journey began 
in Oscada, Michigan 
and ended in Em-
pire, Michigan, stretching from Lake Huron to 
Lake Michigan.
   Participants would run between three and ten 
miles each day through swamps, thick brush, 
and roads that cars could not even function on.  
   “It was ridiculous terrain,” Demko, whose 
team finished 20th with a total combined time 
of 37:20:00, said.

  Team “Seriously?!” went home finishing 30th 
out of 35 teams.
   The race did feature some of Michigan’s most 
scenic parks like the Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes 
and beautiful forests, but that did not make 
these trails any easier to run on for most of the 
Maple participants.
   “It was definitely one of the most challeng-
ing things I’ve ever done,” Feiten said.  “Every 
day we pushed ourselves harder physically and 
mentally.” 
   Mallory Wilberding’s toughest stretch of the 
relay was named “send your goat”.  This leg 
included trails that were approximately three-

fourths of a foot wide 
and in the forest.   Each 
trail was completely 
surrounded by sand. 
   “If you were lucky 
enough to be off the trail 
you were in the tracks 
with sand,” Mallory 
Wilberding said.
   “Send your goat” be-
gan with an eight min-
ute switchback course 
that went uphill.  The 
second portion of the 
leg had runners fighting 
for position on the trail 
because it was narrow 

enough for only one person.  At the 20 minute 
mark, the runners had another uphill track in 

the sand.

   The searing heat coming from the sun 
only made these legs more difficult on the 
runners.  Thermometers hit mid to upper 90s 
throughout the weekend.

   Training for this relay consisted of two-a-
days and running on local trails to get used to 
the uneven terrain.  But the trails in Oakland 
County were no match for what these runners 
were seeing on this course.
   “We ran in trails around here,” Mallory Wil-
berding said.  “But they were nothing like the 
trails up there.”
   The teams ran this race mainly to stay in 
shape for the upcoming season and to race 
against some tough competition.
   Girls Cross Country coach Jeff Devantier was 
very happy with the members of the team that 
participated in this event.
   “I was extremely proud of 
all the runners and crew that 
participated in this event,” 
Devantier said.  “It proves how 
tough and resilient these la-
dies are.”
   Even though it was not easy 
for them, every runner from 
Seaholm completed the race 
and received their custom 
made ceramic mug as a gift for 
running one of the country’s 
most difficult relay courses.
   The runners from Seaholm 
realized what they had accom-
plished over this three-day re-
lay, and are satisfied that their 
training and dedication paid 
off.
   “The sense of accomplish-
ment I felt finally reaching 
Lake Michigan and finishing 
on the beach with my team is 
something I will never forget,” 
Feiten said.

        After November 8th, ev-
ery student in the Birmingham 
Public School District could 
receive $800 less of funding 
from the state.
   On top of the previous $470 
per student loss due to the 
state-wide cut this summer, 
the Birmingham Public School 
District could face an addi-
tional loss of $800 per pupil if 
the millage is not renewed.
   According to Stuart Jef-
fares, co-chair of the millage 
renewal campaign, there have 
been cuts to the budget in past 
years, but, they have been 
made so that they do not affect 
the classroom environment. 
   “The district has cut $28 
million from the budget since 
2003.” Jeffares said. “The cuts 
have been made so as to not 
impact the classroom. Actions 
such as selling buildings, part-
nering with other districts and 
outsourcing services have re-

duced any visible fiscal pain.” 
   If the millage does not pass, 
the cuts would cause changes 
to the school environment. 
   “If the millage fails, the cuts 
would impact the classroom. 
There would have to be teach-
er reductions and increased 
class sizes,” Jeffares said. 
   The Birmingham School Dis-
trict Director of Communica-
tions, Marcia Wilkinson, be-
lieves that if the millage does 
not pass, the effects will not 
only be seen in the classroom 
but also in the community. 
   “The millage will affect the 
community because strong 
schools help property values,” 
Wilkinson said. “We need to 
keep our schools strong so 
that people will want to move 
to our district.” 
   The imperativeness of the 
millage renewal is agreed 
upon by Wilkinson and Jef-
fares but some voting mem-
bers of the community are un-
aware that the millage exists 
Jeffares said.
   “Since this election does not 

have any significant non-local 
issue,  such as a presidential 
race, gubernatorial contest 
or state proposal, it has not 
drawn as much attention,” 
Jeffares said. 
   The false idea that the mill-
age will raise taxes has impact-
ed the opinion of the millage 
for one Birmingham resident. 
   “I don’t think I’ll be voting 
for [the millage] because I 
don’t need any tax increases,” 
an anonymous member of the 
Birmingham community said.
   Jeffares also believes that the 
misguided opinion that the 
millage renewal will raise tax-
es is making some members 
of the community hesitant to 
vote for the renewal.
   “People are hesitant 
to vote for the renew-
al, undoubtedly due to a 
miscommunication,”Jeffares 
said. “The taxes on the resi-
dent’s homes will not change 
regardless of outcome. This 
tax is a renewal on non-home-
steaded property.”
   Contrary to the residents 

mentioned above, Sharon 
Spilken, a mother of children 
in the district, believes the 
millage renewal is needed.
   “Renewing this millage will 
allow the district to maintain 
the current outstanding level 
of programs,” Spilken said.
   Wilkinson reiterates the im-
portance of people voting for 
the millage.
   “People should vote because 
it’s a regular renewal but a 
very critical one,” Wilkinson 
said. “It is a zero increase for 
the taxpayer and means BPS 
can continue to provide our 
outstanding programs.” 

Piper Yearbook 
FAQ

Our school makes it easy for families and friends to create meaningful, 
memorable yearbook ads. You can create and purchase your ad online.

Important information about yearbook Recognition Ads

• Our school reserves the right to edit ads per our guidelines.

• We retain the right to remove any explicit text, graphic photos 
 or copyright-protected imagery or photos.

• For the ad to appear in the yearbook, your ad must be purchased by 
 the order deadline.

• Color photographs uploaded for black-and-white ads will appear in 
 black and white.

• We will make every effort to use your layout and text as indicated. A 
 proof will not be provided and no changes can be made after purchase.

Order online 24/7 at JostensAdService.com
	 	 1. Choose your ad size and layout.
  2. Enter your text.
  3. Upload or mail your photos.

Questions? Call Jostens at (800) 358-0800

Ad Pricing:

Frequently asked questions
Can I create my ad online even if some of the photos I 
want to use are paper photos instead of digital?
Yes, you can create your ad online and submit the digital 
photos through the website, then mail the paper photos to 
the address indicated on the attached order form and shown 
on the website. Mailed photos should be no larger than 8x10 
and cannot be submitted on CD or other storage media.
Should I send in original photographs?
We will make every effort to return all photos sent in; however, 
we don’t recommend sending your only copy of a priceless 
family photo.
How are the ad prices determined and what is the 
money used for?
Ad prices are determined by our school. The revenue from 
Recognition Ads helps us support our yearbook and keep 
it affordable for everyone.
How is the ad deadline determined?
The ad deadline is set by our school based on the production 
schedule for the yearbook.
What should I say in my ad?
The most effective ads reflect a balance between words and 
pictures. Ad text can consist of personal messages, inspiring 
quotations, and/or passages from poetry. If you would like 
to see samples of the messages used in other ads, visit our 
website JostensAdService.com.
Can I send my materials to the school?
No, please do not send your materials to our school. Our 
school has selected Jostens to assist with our ad program. 
Please send all materials to the address indicated on 
the order form and call our customer service number 
(800-358-0800) if you have questions or need assistance 
in creating your ad.

Show them how proud you are with a yearbook Recognition Ad.  Go online and order your yearbook ad today!

Order your Yearbook Ad today!
Seaholm High school

Deadline: 1/13/2012

Dear Parent or Student,
Yearbook recognition ads are a great way for parents, families and friends to commemorate student achievements and
important milestones. In addition, revenues from recognition ads help our school to create a better yearbook. For the 2012
school year you may purchase and create your ad online or submit your materials and payment to the staff for them to
produce it. To submit your materials to the yearbook staff please visit the school's yearbook webpage at
www.itsyouryearbook.com/seaholm.html.

Please take into account our school's ad content guidelines on the bottom of this form during the creation of your ad
online. All ad orders must be placed online by 1/13/2012.

Ad Size Color
Full Page $350.00
1/2 Page $200.00
1/4 Page $125.00
1/8 Page $75.00

Your school has issued the following guidelines surrounding recognition ad content:
Our school reserves the right to edit ads per our guidelines. Please make sure all submitted materials are
appropriate for school publication.

Q: When are senior portraits due?
A: 12/1/11
Q:Does it matter who takes my son/daughter’s pic-
ture?
A: No. They all do great work. We work with Prestige, Seger 
People, Karen Lucke, Fox Portraits and others. 
Q: Can we just use the picture my senior took at regis-
tration?
A: Yes. However, you must notify the yearbook via email 
atseaholmyearbook@gmail.com, by phone or in writing of this 
decision by 12/1/11. 
Q: Is your system PC or Mac?
A: PC only. We can’t do Macs. 
Q: What is the best way to get the pictures to you?
A: CD or via the web at www.itsyouryearbook.com/seaholm.
html
Q:Can I design my senior’s ad on the computer?
A: Yes! You can order online at www.JostensAdService.com- 
be sure to specify Seaholm High School. The deadline to get 
this is in 1/13/12.
Q: If I still have questions, or something pops up, who 
do I call?
A: Ben Harwood- 248-203-3803. bh08bps@birmingham.k12.
mi.us 

Cross Country Stars Past and Present Complete 
Three Day, 282 Mile Mega-Marathon 

   “It was definitely one of 
the most challenging things 

I’ve ever done. Every day 
we pushed ourselves harder 

physically and
mentally.”  

- Sarah Feiten



Ryan Law
   Grade: 12
   Employed at: Subway
   Salary (per hour): $7.40
   Current hours (per week): 7 to 8 
   What does your job entail? 
“There’s a lot of sweeping, I do a 
lot of sweeping. Clean tables, make 
some sandwiches, clean a lot of 
glass.”
   What is your favorite part? 
“My favorite part has got to be the 
customers. Everybody that walks 
through there is either really weird 
or really cool, so I like seeing every-
body.”
   What is your least favorite part? 
“My least favorite is probably that I 
smell like Subway when I get home. 
It’s not good.” 
   How you balance school with 
work? “I cut back on my hours, so 
I only work on Saturdays. And I just 
[do] sports and all that other stuff 
during the week. It’s not that difficult, 
actually.”
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   Spencer Miller 
   Grade: 9
   Employed at: Dairy Deluxe 
   Salary (per hour): $7.25 plus tips 
   Current hours (per week): 5-7.5
   What is a typical day like? “You 
get there, you do some jobs for the 
boss-- whatever he wants you to do. 
Usually I work the window and then 
make ice cream, and if he needs me 
to clean anything I clean it. That’s 
basically it.”
   What is your favorite part? “The 
free ice cream, that’s the best.” 
   How do you balance school with 
work? “During the school year, it’s 
not that hard to balance [a job with 
school] because [I work] on the 
weekends. If for some reason [school 
and work] have to intercept I would 
definitely go with school first, and 
[my boss] knows that too.”
   What’s your most memorable 
customer? “There’s this one custom-
er that comes everyday that rides his 
bike. He always has one quote that 
he says and always gets a medium 
twist. He always has a different quote, 
every day.” 

Gettin’ 
Down 
To 
Business

68.5% of 
students do 

not.

31.5% of 
Seaholm 
Students 

have a job.

 Connor Saeli 
   Grade: 11
   Employed at: Brooklyn Pizza 
   Salary (per hour): $7.40 plus tips
   Current hours (per week): 9-10 
   What steps did you take to get 
your job? “My brother used to work 
there, actually. And so the owner 
really liked him a lot and the owner 
needed new employees so he asked 
my brother and it kind of went from 
there.” 
   What is your favorite part? “See-
ing all the people. It’s in Birmingham 
so I get to see a lot of my friends.”
   What is your least favorite part? 
“When it gets pretty busy, in Bir-
mingham especially, it’s not very fun. 
It gets pretty hectic, and you don’t 
know what’s really going on.”
   Why do you have a job? “It’s just 
something to do instead of just sitting 
around the house all day. Get active.” 

Paige Korner 
   Grade: 10
   Employed at: Twisted Fruit
   Salary (per hour): $7.40
   Current hours (per week): 12
   What steps did you take to get 
your job? “I noticed that they were 
building a frozen yogurt store near 
where I lived. I kept waiting for them 
to show a job sign, and one day they 
had an all day event where you could 
fill out applications, so I just went to 
that.” 
What’s a typical day like? “I show 
up. I basically get straight to the 
back. I put on an apron, if they need 
help in the front I go up there. Cash 
registers, give out samples. Or I’ll 
stay in the back and cut up fruit or 
wash the dishes.”
  What is your favorite part? “I 
guess the fact that I work at a frozen 
yogurt store, just in general. Plus it’s 
just a pretty simple job, nothing re-
ally hard to do. It’s just a good first 
job.”
   What is your dream job? “I want 
to be a writer.”

During The School Year

52% of 
students do 

not.

48% of 
Seaholm 
Students 

have a job.

During Summer Vacation

 Hannah Haley
   Grade: 10
   Employed at: Birmingham Ice 
Arena 
   Salary (per hour): $7.50 
   Current hours (per week): 15
   What’s the hardest part of your 
job? “The hardest part would be at 
the end of the night when you have to 
wash everything down and scrub the 
grill and the deep fryer. You have to 
make sure it’s really clean, because 
you’re working with food and stuff.”
   What is your favorite part? “My 
favorite part is that I’m constantly 
doing different things. I never doing 
the same thing and I get to meet new 
people and help people and not just 
be by myself in a room.”
   Why do you have a job? “I have a 
job because I wanted my own pocket 
cash. I mean, you know, no teenager 
wants to rely on their parents for 
money all the time.”
   How you balance school with 
work? “My boss is amazing. She’s 
really lenient. I try and only work on 
weekends and even then I’m allowed 
to do homework in between big 
rushes.”

Freshmen
Sophomores

Juniors
Seniors

Average Hours Worked Average Wage Per Hour

$8.80

$9.50

$9.60

$8.30

4.9

9.1

20.3

13.6
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COME ON IN FOR LUNCH!

 

 

(248) 642-1400 
996 S. Adams

Birmingham, MI 48009

Hey Seaholm Students! 

Fall Seaholm Student Special

2 Slices & an Arizona Iced Tea

Only $3! 

Offer Expires 10/31/11



                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:
What was your opinion on the new alphabetical locker situation?

“I don’t mind it...it doesn’t 
bother me at all.”

-Senior Tessa Raymond

“I feel like it’s good 
because you get to meet 
upperclassmen.”
-Freshman Lauren Hudak

   Gov. Snyder and our legislators are 
engaged in another round of reform 

measures for public education. While 
inspecting these set of bills closely, 
one might wonder if their interests 
are genuinely intent on improving 
public education or if there are ulterior 
interests and motives involved. Let’s 
take a close look at some of this new 
legislation.
   Lifting the cap on charter schools: 
While touting the need to have fewer 
school districts in Michigan to save 

on operational dollars, the governor is 
promoting more charter schools. These 
additional “little school districts,” which 
do not need to comply with regulations 
and guidelines as K-12 public schools, 

will drain dollars from an already depleted School Aid Fund. 
I would encourage the governor to read the performance 
research on charter schools (Charter Schools - Not a Silver 
Bullet of Education Reform). The research makes  clear that 
charter schools generally underperform their public school 
counterparts, have little transparency and accountability 
for expenditure of public tax dollars, are more racially 
segregated and regularly turn away special needs students.
   Open Schools of Choice: The fundamental institution in our 
great American democracy is our local public school system. 
The local public school system is not only the bedrock of 
our democratic society, but is entrusted to educate each 
community’s most cherished asset, their students.
   Why harm and undermine the trust and relationship 
within a community by promoting and enticing students 
to betray their community by attending a school in another 
community?
   The research is clear that a School of Choice policy 
just further weakens struggling districts, causes facility, 
transportation and operation quandaries and undermines 
communities in general.
    Public Tax Dollars Funding Private/Parochial School 
Tuition: Shunning any testimony and feedback from 
Michigan parents and teachers, the Michigan Senate 
Education Committee chose instead to have Tony Bennett, 
a pro voucher official from Indiana, provide testimony 

and advocate for taking dedicated public school funds 
to support choice scholarships at private and parochial 
schools. Already, resources were robbed from the School 
Aid Fund for community colleges. Now there is discussion 
to take public dollars and fund tuition for private schools.
   What our governor and legislature needs to do is look 
closely at the research regarding best practices of those 
countries who are high on the list of top performing 
developed countries (Finland, Singapore, etc.). The key 
fundamental factors of these top performing countries 
include:

•	 Elevating the professional entry requirements for 
teaching and compensating teachers at the same 
status and level of other top respected professions 
in the country. 

•	 Providing adequate and sustainable funding 
commensurate with the financial resources 
necessary to operate a high performing school 
system. 

•	 Ensuring a strong induction program as new 
teachers grow and evolve into experienced master 
instructors. 

•	 Investing heavily in the professional growth of 
teachers. Supporting the conditions where best 
teaching practices can be inspected, shared and 
replicated to scale. 

•	 Rather than promoting low level basic skills and 
drill tests, rely on assessments that measure 
higher-order thinking skills. With less of a “drill, 
test and punish” environment, teachers are free 
to engage students deeply where inquiry, critical 
thinking and creativity are fostered. 

•	 Foster and nurture the conditions where parents 
are better able to provide support and partner with 
the local school in supporting their child’s learning. 

  During committee hearings, instead of seeking input and 
listening to public school parents and teachers, our elected 
representatives have only taken testimony from charter 
school representatives, the Mackinac Center, pro-voucher 
representatives and private business vendors. It makes 
me wonder. Does our leadership in Lansing really want to 
improve public education, or do they have ulterior motives?

  When you think 
about school, 
or at least when 
most people 
think about 
school, the first 
thing that usually 
comes to mind 
is monotonous 
classes, textbooks 
and lectures. 
   Well, not 
anymore! 
 More than 
ever before, classrooms are being 
altered into 21st century learning 
environments. 
  Students are able to integrate iPads, 
iTouches, laptops, and even more 
astonishing, their cellular devices 
into a classroom setting.
  Waltz into any class at Seaholm 
and you can spot no less than three 
computers. Class agendas generally 
include a movie, PowerPoint, or some 
sort of Smart Board presentation. 
   Sounds great, right? Everyone loves 
a fast-paced classroom environment 
where everything is technologically 
up to date and relatable to society.
   One problem, though.
 What happens when the power goes 
out?
   On September 7, there was a slight 
brownout that lasted the entire 
third period. While my newspaper 
class was attempting to use a new 
online forum known as Today’sMeet.
com, to discuss story ideas for the 
issue you are currently reading, the 
Internet went down, momentarily 
halting the class discussion. 
   Granted, we eventually circled up 
our desks and came up with story 
ideas the old fashioned way. But 
what is this disruption saying about 
our dependency on technology?
   I’ll answer that for you--we’re WAY 
too dependent.
   Don’t get me wrong, it’s very 
favorable when class is generated in 
the same way you live your life.
   However, I think if something 
like this were to ever occur again, 
we should have a backup situation. 
Classes should be able to run without 
the technology we have so diligently 
implemented into our curriculum. 
   This may seem to be an overreaction, 
and most of you are probably 
thinking-- oh, the power rarely goes 
out. 
   Wrong.
   Let’s take a trip back to September 
8, 2011-the third day of school.
   The power was out for all of third, 
fourth, and fifth hour.
   While school remained in session, 
many classes were unable to run as 
planned and throughout the halls 
you could hear the groaning of 
students everywhere all asking the 
same question-why are we here? 
   The truth of the matter is, many 
students don’t know how to learn 
in an old school manner. Just five 
years ago, students were learning 
solely by textbooks and less updated 
resources, with only some computer 
access. 
   Whether we like it or not, the school 
has developed into a technology 
driven center, clearly too advanced 
for its own good.
   20 years ago, if a school lost power, 
the biggest concerns were heat and 
light. Today, it’s a crippling lesson 
show stopper.
   Now I guess the real question stands 
as, where do we go from here? 
   Seriously, though. With the lights 
out and my cell dead, I’m kind of lost. 

mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com
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Dooley Noted
Meghan Dooley

“It’s bullcrap. It’s always fun 
for the senior pranks when 
you have the  senior hall  
all to the seniors.”

-Senior Alia Applin 

Wilco 
Brings 
It Home 
with The 
Whole 
Love

“Alot of my friends don’t 
like it, but I don’t re-
ally mind.   I’m next to 
my brother, so it doesn’t 
matter.”

-Sophomore Luke Braun  

   Wilco and I go 
way back. 
   I was raised on 
their first album, 
A.M., just as 
much as I was 
raised up on the 
White Album or 
Abbey Road.
   At age 8, my 
parents took me 
downtown to see 
them during the 
tour of their most 
influential, and controversial album, 
Yankee Hotel Foxtrot. In between 
front-man Jeff Tweedy stopping in 
the middle of a song and going off 
at an audience member for being 
obnoxious with her friend, and the 
visible bond between Tweedy and the 
rest of his band, I was hooked.
   So I bought a Wilco T-shirt, complete 
with the 2002 band members on 
it, grew my hair out and, at age 8, 
became the real Wilco fan that I will 
always be.
   Today I still have that T-shirt and, 
as I’m writing this article, listening to 
their newest album, The Whole Love, 
I am staring into the once neatly 
colored, cartoon faces of Tweedy and 
his gang. 
   The Whole Love is the type of the 
album that has complete nostalgic 
warmth. Although this is only my 
first week with this album I feel 
like I have been singing along to it 
for countless summer nights. And 
even though Wilco is a completely 
different band then when they first 
started, I can hear every little piece of 
influence that has hit Tweedy along 
the way.
   Every album that Wilco has ever 
put out has this effect on me. Even 
though they invent a new type of 
sound for every album they release, 
there is always a definite Wilco hint 
to it. 
  In the band’s first few albums, like 
A.M. and Being There, they built 
off Tweedy’s old alternative country 
group, Uncle Tupelo. A.M. took on 
all the Uncle Tupelo fans and turned 
them into a bunch of tough, whiskey-
drinking gamblers. 
   But my attraction to Wilco was 
what got them kicked off their label a 
little after they had a released a very 
successful and beautifully produced 
pop album, Summerteeth. 
   The album that changed everything 
for this group was called Yankee 
Hotel Foxtrot and man, did it blow 
me away. It sounded like Tweedy 
held a microphone up in the middle 
of a busy New York subway station 
and started singing his heart out to a 
group of strangers.
   I can remember vividly sitting 
cross-legged on my floor, speakers 
on either side of me, listening to 
Yankee for the first time. Some kids 
have religious events to mark when 
they become men. This was mine.
   Every step Wilco takes, I’ve been 
right there with them. And every 
musical development they discover 
within themselves, it feels like I’m 
wising up to what good music should 
sound like.
   With their ninth album, The 
Whole Love, Wilco takes an accurate 
snapshot of everything they’ve 
learned from album to album. 
Although it may not be their best, it 
perfectly embodies where they are in 
their career and where the fans are 
in their lives; established, happy and 
comfortable.

afilbin@seaholmhihglander.com

Are We Too 

Dependent 

Upon 

Technology?

   Finally, Seaholm has caught up with modern day 
society. 
   No, we aren’t talking about including computers or 
iPads into the curriculum. We are referring to the new 
cell phone policy. 
   Students no longer have to stealthily utilize their cell 
phones during class and in the hallways.
   With the new rules, students can now their phones in the 
hallways, during lunch, and during “non-instructional” 
time in the classroom. 
   All we can say is, it’s about time.
   To be quite honest, the fact that it took this long to 
update the policy is almost inexcusable.
   Cell phones have been a part of modern-day society for 
many years, and the fact that we are only now including 
them in the curriculum is absurd.
   Cell phones make it possible to research information on 
the go, take notes, keep an orderly schedule and more. 
   In addition to incorporating phones into the classroom, 
they serve as a useful tool for helping students make 
lunch plans, find out about after school activities and 

plan for that night’s homework. 
   Rather than waiting last minute to text your friend for 
lunch plans, you can figure out lunch plans early in the 
day, without additional stress. 
   The Highlander staff sees the new cell policy as a 
positive thing, but we are also mindful of the possible 
abuse that comes with it. 
   If someone abuses the new policy and the new rules, it 
hurts all of us. 
   All we can ask of the student body is, please, don’t be 
that guy.
   The cell phone policy has provided new learning 
opportunities and great possibilities for the educational 
atmosphere, as well as making high school life more 
efficient for students.
    So, to anyone who is thinking about abusing the policy 
and using their cell phone during an instructional period, 
or when the teacher has asked for you to keep it in your 
backpack, please follow the rules. 
   Your choice to ignore the rules may have a bigger affect 
on the entire school in the long run. After all this time, 
we just acquired the ability to use this technology. Let’s 
not overuse it and lose it.

Highlander Editorial
Cell Policy a Welcome Change, Don’t Blow It

Improve Education or Ulterior Motives?
Guest Commentary

Lansing’s Reform Measures:

   Although Seaholm’s new locker assignments have re-
ceived a generally unfavorable reaction, the benefits to 
lockers which are arranged by name rather than grade 
and clique should not be discounted. 
    A major fuel for student opposition to the new 
assignment method is that friends are inconvenient. 
    While certainly friends may not be within two or three 
feet of each other, meeting in between sections of lock-
ers shouldn’t take more than a few minutes. There is still 
time to catch up with one another – it merely requires a 
little exercise. 
    The previous method of locker assignment kept stu-
dents separated by grades, further widening the social 
gap between grades caused by class levels. 
   In the new arrangement, freshmen and juniors may 
find themselves friends or at least good acquaintances. 
The intimidation some underclassmen feel when faced 
with upperclassmen may be replaced with acceptance, 
openness, and friendliness. 
    It isn’t merely the grade arrangement, however, that 
enables students to meet others – students in the same 
grade who before were never more than strangers may 
become friends over discussions of classes and sched-
ules. 
    On what is perhaps a smaller note, the randomiza-
tion of grades in the new locker arrangement effectively 
means that there is no single hallway for seniors to target 
on their final day at school. 
    This may be a cause of dismay for seniors, but for stu-
dents for whom the seniors’ last day is just another day 
at Seaholm, it will reduce the stress of having to navi-
gate through a hallway densely filled with crickets, flour, 
maple syrup, water, or some other unpleasantry.  
    Overall, the alphabetical lockers have some upsides 
despite what some people believe. 

12 Months

POINT: Carolynn Gragg
Alpha-Lockers Broke Relationships

David F. 
Larson, Ed.D. 

Birmingham 
Public Schools 
Superintendent

   Senior year. Finally.
   Top of the school, rulers of the senior hallway, and only 
one year away from college. 
   We assumed, since it has been a tradition at Seaholm for 
years, that our lockers would be next to our friends in the 
A Hall. 
   At registration in August, however, we were shocked to 
hear that we would no longer be surrounded by our friends 
in the famous “Senior Hall”. 
   The administration made a decision to change the way the 
students’ lockers were arranged this year, a decision that 
has negatively impacted my senior year experience. 
   While I understand that this change was made to build 
community in our school, it has actually had the opposite 
effect. 
   In the past, lockers served as a home base, a place for 
friends to gather. Every section of  lockers served as its 
own community- community building was never an issue. 
Seaholm has attempted to fix something that was never bro-
ken. 
   Now, those same communities have been torn apart be-
cause we have no control over where our locker is. Friend-
ships have been broken down by this new arrangement.
   It is next to impossible to find friends that do not share 
your lunch or your classes during the day. Just like the say-
ing goes: out of sight, out of mind. 
   There is a huge difference in maturity level, age, and all 
around life experience between a senior and a freshman. 
   While the stressed out 18 year old is tired of high school 
and applying to college, the intimidated 14 year old is new 
to the high school life. A student who can legally purchase 
cigarettes, join the armed forces, and vote for the next Unit-
ed States President should not be sharing a space with a stu-
dent that can’t even take driver’s ed yet. 
   Simply put, these two students are at completely differ-
ent crossroads in their life, and many have no interest in 
befriending one another.    
   This decision should not have been made lightly. It has 
hindered the overall school experience, and left many se-
niors feeling bitter towards the administration, a real unfor-
tunate way for Seaholm students to leave high school. 

COUNTER-POINT: Sarah Levett
New Locker Policy Has Upside

By Lenny Terterian

Austin: Amp’d
Austin Filbin
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   Sports movies fall into three 
categories: intense, inspiring, 
and cheesy. Moneyball falls 
into none of the above.
   While viewers could make 
the case that it’s an inspiring 
underdog story, it clearly isn’t. 
It’s about the injustices in the 
game and how the game of 
baseball really is in the front 
office.
   Moneyball is the film adap-
tation of the book Moneyball: 
the Art of Winning an Unfair 
Game by Michael Lewis. The 
cast is stocked with heavy-
weights Brad Pitt (“Inglorious 
Basterds”) Phillip Seymour 
Hoffman (“Charlie Wilson’s 
War”) and Jonah Hill (“Super-
bad”). 
   The movie chronicles the 
journey of the 2002 Oakland 
Athletics, beginning with the 
2001 ALDS against the New 
York Yankees. No, that isn’t 
a typo, the opening graphic 
shows the two team’s payrolls 
with the Yankees at $144 Mil-
lion and the A’s with a meager 
$39 million. 
   While the Yankees prevailed, 
GM Billy Beane (Pitt) is forced 
to replace his three 
biggest stars, closer 
Jason Isringhausen, 
1st Baseman Jason 
Giambi, and Outfield-
er Johnny Damon, 
who have all been 
signed by big market 
teams with which the 
A’s can’t compete in 
the money war. It also 
doesn’t help that the owner of 
the A’s (Bob Kotick) has no 
more money to give to Beane 
to piece together a winner.
   To solve the problem, Beane 
goes to the Cleveland Indians 
to try and make some deals to 
bolster his roster. While there, 
one of the assistants to Indi-
an’s GM Mark Shapiro (Reed 
Diamond) gives Shapiro some 
advice against trading one of 
their younger prospects to the 
A’s. Beane seeks the assistant, 
known as Peter Brand (Hill), 
and tries to figure out what he 
knows that Beane doesn’t. As 
it turns out, Beane decides to 
hire this assistant to piece to-
gether the Oakland A’s new 
look.
   Brand’s philosophy on re-
placing the big stars from the 
2001 team is based on base-
ball statistics known as Saber-
metrics, which at the time  was 
an obscure area of statistics in 
baseball.

   By taking the on base per-
centages of Damon and Giam-
bi, he can find three or four 
cheap, overlooked players 
with the average on base per-
centage of Damon and Giambi 
to help the A’s win games. The 
math is complex but to the 
average high school student, 
his reasoning for seeking out 
these overlooked players is 
understood.
   No matter what the sports 
movie is about, there have to 
be heroes on the field. One 
of which is one of these over-

looked prospects, Scott Hatte-
berg (Chris Pratt). Hatteberg 
was once a catcher for the Red 
Sox but was released when he 
ruptured a nerve in his elbow 
and was told he could never 
throw again. But Hatteberg’s 
on base percentage was what 
the A’s needed. Beane and 
3rd Base Coach Ron Wash-
ington (Brent Jennings) visit 
Hatteberg and convince him 
to make the move to 1st base 
where he won’t have to throw 
and sign with the A’s.
   The other hero is relief 
pitcher Chad Bradford (Casey 
Bond). Major League teams 
decided his lackluster 83 mph 
fastball and submarine style 
was not worthy of their team, 
so the A’s signed him for a 
steal. Chad became a specialist 
against right handed batters 
and went on to have a stand-
out career out of the bullpen.
   Bradford is the guy that 

Pitt’s Moneyball an 
Inspired Grand Slam
Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

gripped me more than any-
one else because of the human 
side of his story. He was never 
given a chance anywhere when 
Howe finally started calling 
upon his specialties, Bradford 
showed up.
   And, as always, there has to 
be the antagonist. Unfortu-
nately for Beane who is build-
ing the team, it’s his manager 
Art Howe (Hoffman). After 
many arguments and a 20-
26 start to the season, Beane 
deals prospect Carlos Pena to 
the Tigers and dumps party 

animal Jeremy Giam-
bi (Nick Porrazzo) to 
the Phillies, forcing 
Howe to let Hatteberg 
take over 1st base. Im-
mediately Hatteberg’s 
ability to get on base 
impacts the team as 
they A’s take off to-
wards a 103 win sea-
son.

   As the A’s go on their climac-
tic win streak, I couldn’t help 
but think about how cheesy 
the writers could have made 
the streak. The movie does a 
fantastic job balancing real-
ity and the magnitude of the 
events that take place. They 
didn’t exaggerate any of the 
events, they told the amaz-
ing story as it happened, and 
in this case the truth is more 
gripping than any story you 
could make up.  There was a 
bittersweet aftertaste to the 
movie as the A’s could only 
afford to keep this particular 
group of players for one sea-
son.
   Director Bennett Miller, cap-
tured the 2002 Oakland Ath-
letics perfectly in an ornate 
balance of seemingly impos-
sible inspirational moments 
and reality. It runs 130 min-
utes and is rated PG-13.

Photo By/Courtesy Of  Flixster.com

Brad Pitt plays Billy Beane, a  general manager forced to 
replace his top players.

   If mammoth landscapes, brutal conflicts, and 
a killer story make a top notch video game, 
then “Gears of War 3” just made a masterpiece. 
   Most commonly known for its unmatched 
game play and cinematic excitement, the 
“Gears” trilogy deserves your attention. Jacin-
to is underground and the Coalition of Govern-
ment (COG), leaderless and desperate launch 
their final efforts towards freedom. “Gears of 
War 3” is an intense epic that will not go unre-
membered. 
   The “Gears of War” franchise has always been 
ahead of its time in the third person shooter 
arena. The gameplay is electrifying, to say the 
least. Players will feel like they’re behind Mar-
cus’ lancer when they chainsaw their brutal 
enemies. 
   The visuals and physics work together in har-
mony, providing an extremely fluid flow as you 
navigate the terrain. The difference between 
”Gears” 2 and 3 in this category is enormous. 
The gore factor of “Gears 3” is unlike anything 
“Gears” has put out before.
   The subtle splurges and squishes when Mar-
cus unloads on a locust makes for a superb 
third person shooter experience. There is sure-
ly no scarcity of blood in “Gears 3” however. 
Exploding a lambent’s glowing body is one of 
the most rewarding feelings in the game. 
   The “Gears of War 3” campaign follows the 
weathered COG lieutenant Marcus Fenix in 
his struggle defending his home planet, Sera. 
Along his side fights Dominic Santiago, a 
brother, a friend and a hero. 
   The two of them, with the help of an incred-
ible ensemble of teammates, work their way 
off the island of Vectes which has been riddled 
with Locust’s, the COG’s warzone foes that are 
infected with toxic imulsion. The COG is run-
ning out of heroes. Marcus’ Gears might be Se-
ras’ only hope for survival. 

   The multiplayer is a home run. “Gears 3” 
offers six team based game modes, all team 
oriented and all a gruesome as the next. The 
competitive edge that “Gears” gives some play-
ers against others is easily seen in Execution, a 
game mode where in order to defeat the other 
team, players have to perform an execution to 
be rewarded a kill. 
   Unlike Treyarch’s “Call of Duty” there are no 
“killstreaks” or “perks” to give players advan-
tages over each other. To win in multiplayer 
you simply have to be the best. Team Death 
Match is a particularly exciting game mode 
because your survival depends on the strength 
of your teammates. The first team to drain the 
other team’s 15 lives loses. This keeps players 
on their toes and alert. 

Joseph Pecoraro
Staff Writer
jpecoraro@seaholmhighlander.com

   Winning in the “Gears” multiplayer is an in-
credible feeling that keeps players coming back 
with bragging rights and gloating egos. The 
level-up system is pretty standard as well.   
   Players earn points for success in game modes 
and level up until they reach 100. The servers 
are fast and the flows of the games are crisp. 
The multiplayer is insane and a breath of fresh 
air coming back from “Gears 2”.
   Beast mode, a new addition to the “Gears of 
War” franchise allows the player to have a 360 
degree view on the game itself.  Players will 
take the place of Locust and try to break COG 
strongholds and eliminate all survivors. In re-
versal to Beast mode, we have Horde. 
   Horde is nuts. Gamers and up to four other 
teammates try their luck fighting off waves af-

Gears of War is Gritty Fun

No matter what the 
sports movie is about, 
there have to be heroes 

on the field.

   Pegged in advertisements as the funniest 
movie since “Bridesmaids” the newest roman-
tic comedy, “What’s Your Number?” falls short 
in comparison to the hilarious summer block-
buster.    
 Directed by Mark Mylod (Entourage) and star-
ring Anna Farris (The House Bunny) and Chris 
Evans (Captain America), the film struggles to 
get past a predictable and lackluster plot that 
promotes double-standards.
   The movie starts with late twenty-something 
single and newly jobless girl, Ally Darling (Far-
ris), reading an article in Marie Claire only to 
discover that she has slept with more men than 
twice the national average- putting her at 20.
   Convinced by a study that women with a high 
number of sex partners are less likely to get 
married, Ally is devoted to keep her number 
from going up and insists she won’t sleep with 
another guy until she knows he’s “the one.”
   The pressure to find the perfect man is on, 
as Ally’s younger sister Daisy (Ari Graynor) is 
about to get married.  In addition, Ally strug-
gles to meet the expectations of her mother, 
Ava (Blythe Danner) to follow in her sister’s 
footsteps.
   So, with the help of her womanizing, yet ador-
able next door neighbor, Colin (Evans) she em-
barks on a quest to track down all of her old 
exes, in order to see which ones have gotten 
better with age and are now “husband mate-
rial.”

    Unfortunately Ally must go through the 19 
losers from her past in order to come to the 
conclusion that Colin is the man for her.
    The main problem with the film is it encour-
ages the double standard that women who 
have slept with more than 20 guys are sluts 
doomed to be spinsters, whereas men with 
countless one night stands are acceptable mar-
riage material.  
   The script written by Gabrielle Allan and Jen-
nifer Crittenden, is based off a novel by Karyn 
Bosnak and fails to bring in anything fresh 
to the romantic comedy genre.  Fortunately 
the film is somewhat saved by the undeniable 
chemistry between its two main stars: Farris 
and Evans.
    While Farris continues playing another ditzy 
blonde character, in yet another movie her 
performance is memorable, as she is able to 
garner many laugh out loud moments from the 
audience.  Perhaps the funniest scene is when 
she reunites with one her exes, and her British 
accent turns from “Eliza Doolittle” to “Borat.”
   Ultimately, the movie is a decent chick flick 
that will leave most viewers with a smile on 
their face, as long as they have somewhat low 
expectations.  While there is no surprise twist 
ending, the film may cheer up those hopeful, 
but unlucky romantics out there and will at 
least get a few laughs.  My suggestion is you 
save ten dollars and wait for the DVD release.

“Whats Your Number?”  rated R, 106 minutes

What’s Your Number: 
Just Another Chick Flick
Kathleen Dow
Student Life Ecitor 
kdow@seaholmhighlander.com

   A good fighting movie challenges the concept 
of what is possible and what is impossible with 
the journey of a hero.
   A bad fighting movie features robot boxers 
defying every law of physics, shoddy excuses 
for a ‘hero’, and a plot that ends in the most 
depressing way possible. 
   The latter applies to Real Steel, directed by 
Shawn Levy (“Night At The Museum”), and 
starring Hugh Jackman (“X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine”), Evangeline Lilly (“Lost”), Dakota 
Goyo (“Thor”) and Kevin Durand (“I Am Num-
ber Four”).
   To put it simply, Real Steel was full of dis-
appointments. The special effects look like 
they were done in Microsoft PowerPoint. The 
plotline is as consistent as chewed hamburger 
meat. The characters exhibit less emotion than 
the average toaster.
   The only positive things that can be said about 
Real Steel are the soundtrack and the brilliant 
(edit: shameless) use of product placement 
that helped Disney recover from the gigantic 
production cost they incurred. In other words, 
Life In The Fast Lane by Eminem featuring 
Bad Meets Evil backing the commercial for the 
“Xbox 720 with Virgin Mobile 3G” is the only 
redeeming aspect of Real Steel. 
   Real Steel is the story of boxer-turned robot   
boxing controller Charlie Kenton (Jackman). 
The film opens to show Charlie heading to a 
fight for his robot, ‘Ambush’. The opponent? A 
bull. We are supposed to root for the guy who 
is about to attempt to kill an animal, using a 

2-ton metal death machine, for entertainment 
and fun.
   After the fight, Charlie is informed that his ex-
wife has passed away, leaving him the sole bene-
factor of his son, Max. Charlie makes a deal with 
in-laws to cede his parental rights to Max at the 
end of the summer for $10,000. In other words, 
Charlie sells Max.  Charlie and Max head to a 
gym where Charlie purchases the robot. (The 
gym is, in real life, the Detroit Fire Department). 
The robot is destroyed in its first fight.
   They head to a junkyard to scavenger for ro-
bot parts. After becoming frustrated with Max, 
Charlie leaves, but Max stays behind to dig up a 
robot he stumbled upon. The next morning, Max 
arrives at the car with the 2-ton robot in a shop-
ping cart. He apparently dug up this gigantic 
robot all by himself. Using this new robot, they 
work their way up the ranks of the robot league 
and earn a match with the world champion. The 
final bout is set at a futuristic arena, which is 
actually the Cobo Arena in Detroit.  Real Steel 
ends directly after the title fight.
   Ultimately, Charlie is not an admirable ‘hero’. 
He is a cheapskate scumbag who uses 2-ton 
metal death machines to kill animals and make 
a quick buck. He abandoned his wife and son, 
(who he subsequently sold for $100,000). The 
only admirable thing Charlie does in the movie 
is buy Max a hamburger halfway through the 
movie. But Disney says Charlie Kenton is our 
hero, so Charlie Kenton is our hero.
 
“Real Steel” Rated PG-13, 147 minutes, opens in 
theaters today

Dylan Dulberg
Photo Editor
ddulberg@seaholmhighlander.com

“Real Steel”, Real Bad

ter waves of locusts. Horde is 
an incredibly adrenaline filled 
game keeping players reli-
ant on their teammates at all 
times. 
   There’s no such thing as a per-
fect game. Despite the amaz-
ing triumph that is “Gears of 
War 3” it does have its flaws. 
For instance, the campaign is 
corny at times and the char-
acters’ dialogue is easily pre-
dicted. 
   The story is a little over dra-
matic and Marcus does come 
on a little slow in the head 
sometimes but it’s all in good 
fun. To be honest gamers 
probably won’t care what they 
say as long as they are explod-
ing enemy lambent and split-
ting Locust Corpsers in half.
   The multiplayer can get a 
bit frustrating at some times 
and the graphics may take a 
few seconds to stabilize when 
you spawn. As with in all the 

“Gears” games you’ll find your-
self facing the annoying “shot-

gun-somersault” people who are a pain in the 
neck to get ahold of. 
   Get the game, enjoy the game but don’t get 
too excited. Gears of War 3 will test your men-
tal toughness and emotional stability. It really 
shouts in epic proportions compared to its pre-
decessors.
   To be honest, I would have like have seen 
more game types, like a free-for all game mode. 
Also, a more intricate ranking system would 
have been a nice touch to the online experi-
ence.
   The journey of Marcus and Dom will live on 
through true gamers who like and respect the 
Gears trilogy. “Brothers to the end.” 9.5/10.  

Photo Courtesy Of Examiner.com\
The “Gears of War” franchise concludes in a its last bitter and bloody outing. 
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 the defense prevented Hazel Park from ever get-
ting into a rhythm. 
   “The defense played very solid and we came to 
play from the very start which is what we need-
ed,” Apap said. “I think this will carry over into 
the next week and hopefully into the playoffs.”
   The talk of the playoffs no longer seem prema-
ture as the Maples are now 4-2, two wins away 
from clinching a playoff spot for the first time 
since 2005.
   Senior captain defensive end Neal Page has a 
positive outlook on his team’s playoff chances. 
   “You will see us in the playoffs,” Page said. “Just 
keep playing ball.” 
   With the Maples quest for a playoff berth going 
down to the wire, it could come down to the last 
game of the year, which is against rival Groves.
   Pobursky hopes that the Maples clinch a play-
off spot before their showdown with Groves, but 
admitted that the fate of their season could be de-
termined in the Groves game.
   “We hope it doesn’t come doesn’t come down to 
the Groves game,” Pobursky said. “We have two 
games before then against Berkley and Ferndale 
and we’ll have to play them and see what hap-
pens. It most certainly could come down to the 
Groves game, and that would be quite a battle.”
   The Maples (4-2) hope to inch closer to the 
playoffs when they play their next game against 
Berkley (3-3).
   Apap can’t wait to get out on the field to prepare 
for Berkley.
   “After our win against Hazel Park we are still 
not satisfied,” Apap said. “We are preparing for 
a tough Berkley team. It should be a good game.”
   The game is tonight at 7:00pm at Maple Field.

  It’s a typical summer day, not 
a cloud in the sky, the birds 
are chirping and the nearest 
lawn chair is waiting comfort-
ably. School is finally out and 
it’s time to relax and enjoy 
the freedom, except for senior 
Josh Kreitman. 
  The only thought on Kreit-
man’s mind was “The Weight 
room”. Kreitman spent this 
summer literally living at the 
Beverly Hills Club (BHC). 
He spent three hours a day, six 
days a week devoting himself 
to improve his strength and 
conditioning to play varsity 
football. 
  “At the end of last season 
(former head coach) Fahr told 
me if I devote myself to lifting 
weights, I could earn a start-
ing spot on varsity,” Kreitman 
said.
  Even though Fahr resigned, 
Kreitman still believed in him-
self and never gave up.
  “I devoted myself to being the 
hardest worker in the weight 
room,” Kreitman said.
  Coming into high school, Kre-
itman, who moved from the 
Farmington school district, 
arrived at Seaholm as a skin-
ny, backup quarterback. He 
didn’t see much playing time 
as a freshman and decided to 
switch positions to left guard. 
  “At the end of my freshman 
football season, coach Dan 
Drapal told me that I could 
become a good offensive line-
man, if I started working out, 
so I decided to switch,” Kreit-
man said.
  His sophomore year resulted 
in very little playing time on 
JV, and he received even less 
playing time as a junior on 

varsity.
  The loss of Coach Nick Deane 
in May, forced him to push 
himself even harder.
  “I used the loss of Coach 
Deane as motivation to be-
come stronger and faster,” 
Kreitman said. “I wanted to 
put myself in the best possible 
shape to win and make Coach 
Deane proud.”
  Kreitman improving his 
strength is an understate-
ment. In just two months Kre-
itman raised his bench, squat 
and deadlift all by around 50 
pounds.
  “I spent my time working on 
upper body Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday and lower body 
on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday,” Kreitman said. “I 
wanted to keep a balance and 
not allow one part of my body 
to be stronger than the other.”
  He occasionally works out 
with his twin brother Seth, 
who pushes him to never give 
up. 
  “I made sure Josh was very 
committed,” Seth said. “We 
didn’t miss any days and even 
lifted during family vaca-
tions.”
  Josh also became senior Joe 
Hellrung’s trainer, who prais-
es Kreitman’s work ethic.
  “Josh is very hard working in 
everything he’s done,” Hell-
rung said. “Whether in the 
classroom or the weight room, 
he inspires me push myself to 
the limit.”
  Josh would also ride his bike 
to and from the BHC to build 
his stamina and leg strength.
  Listed at 5’11” 195 pounds, 
Kreitman puts up ridicu-
lous numbers in the weight 
room. Currently benching 285 
pounds, squatting 350 pounds 
and deadlifting 405 pounds, 
Kreitman is easily one of the 

Lifting to New Limits

Ruffino Named Michigan’s Mr. Golf

Sterling Johnson
Staff Writer
sjohnson@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of Barr Family
Senior Josh Kreitman blocks a Lahser defender on September 9.

Maples Dust 
Vikings, 34-18

  Junior Francesco Ruffino was at a golf tournament 
in Oregon when he received the call from his coach 
Leon Braisted.  
  His coach told him that he had won the coveted Mr. 
Golf award for Michigan.
  “I was a little surprised,” said Ruffino.  “I mean you 
can never take anything for granted. I knew I was 
in the top for consideration for this event but still, I 
wasn’t completely sure.”

  Not only is Mr. Golf the highest award given in the 
state of Michigan to high school golfers, but Ruffino 
was the first sophomore to win in the history of the 
award.  
  “That was the cool-
est part of the whole 
thing,” said Ruffino, who 
will receive the trophy 
in November.  “Being 
able to say that I’m the 
only sophomore to ever 
win the award was awe-
some.”
  During the 2011 season, 
Ruffino had an average 
of 71.5 for 18 holes.  
  He also dominated all season in tournament play, 
winning the Division 1 Regional title, along with 
other tournaments.
  Ruffino fell short in the state playoff, ending 
in third place, just two away from first only as 
a sophomore. 
  Not only is Ruffino the team’s best golfer, but 
he brings a great leadership role to the team.
  “Franny [Ruffino] just brings encouragement 
to the matches and tournaments,” junior team-
mate Tim Pierce said.  “I expect him to just 
keep contributing and playing like how he has. 
He also has the ability to win Mr. Golf the next 
two years.”
  Pierce is not the only one who thinks Ruffino 
is a great leader.  
  Braisted did not return interview requests by 
press time, however he told C and G News Ruf-
fino leads by example.
  “He has a great work ethic, and always en-
courages his teammates and brings the best 
out of them,” Braisted told C and G News July 

Photo Courtesy Of Francesco Ruffino
Junior Francesco Ruffino looks at a putt 
during the state tournament. 

12, 2011. “He didn’t get to where he is now 
showing up five minutes before his tee time. 
He works hard on his game.”

  If Ruffino wins again 
next year, he would be 
one of only four to win 
the award consecu-
tive years.  If he won 
the next two years, he 
would be the first ever 
to win three times.
  With all of these ac-
complishments just 
two years into his high 
school career, one 
would think Ruffino 

would be somewhat cocky.
  This isn’t the case at all.
  Ruffino bring a demeanor well beyond his 
years each and every time he goes out on to the 
golf course.
  “It’s odd because, knowing the golfer he is, 
you’d think he’d be cocky,” senior teammate 
Nick Vick said.  “Well he isn’t.  Yes, he can hit 
the fairways consistently and hit the greens 
with precise accuracy, but shows no emo-
tion.  That’s a great attitude to have on the golf 
course.”
  When asked if winning this award put any add 
any extra pressure, Ruffino did not seem too 
worried.
    “It puts a little extra pressure on me,” Ruffino 
said.  “But it’s good pressure because it makes 
me work harder knowing that everyone I play 
will bring their A game trying to beat me. So I 
know I just have to play my best each and every 
time I step onto the course.”

Boys Varsity Soccer
Record: 9-3-3
Last Game: @ West Bloomfield,  T 1-1
Next Game: Tuesday @ Berkley, Playoffs Begin 
October 17
Key Players: Matteo Iavacolli, Tommy Bowman, 
Jason Crick
Quote: “It’s time to start focusing on districts,” 
senior Jason Crick

Boys JV Soccer
Record: 9-1-3
Last Game: @ West Bloomfield T 1-1
Next Game: Tuesday @ Berkley
Key Players: David Granadier, Danny Maertens, 
Tim Pierce
Quote: “Halfway through the season we have 
had a great start, and the rest of the season looks 
promising,” junior David Granadier. 

Boys Freshmen Soccer
Record: 7-3-1
Last Game: Home v. Troy Athens, W 1-0
Next Game:  Monday vs West Bloomfield
Key Players: Andrew Delong, Connor Moss, Zack 
Strong
Quote: “This season has been a great experi-
ence, I met a ton of new people and was a great 
way to start high school,” freshman James Cook. 

Girls Cross Country
Record: Won OAA Red Jamboree #1 with 51 
points. All runners finished top 19.  Won OAA 
Red #2 with 43 points. Five runners in top 15.
Key Players: Aubrey Wilberding, Mallory Wil-
berding, Tess Wilberding, and Audrey Belf

Boys Cross Country
Record: 4th place at OAA Red Jamboree #1 with 
95 points. Howard and Demko finished in top 10. 
7th place OAA Red Jamboree #2 with 144 points. 
Demko finished 7th.
Key Players: Jack Howard, Zack Demko, Max 
Gomez
Playoffs: Regional Seven at Waterford on Octo-
ber 28. 

Boys Water Polo
Record: 5-3 (3-0 in District 5)
Last Game: Home v. Troy Athens, 15-3 W
Next Game: October 12 @ Troy 
Key Players: Connor Saeli, Matt Wolkhamer, Jack 
Perham
Quote: “We are going down a stretch in the 
schedule where we will reel off 10-12 straight 
wins going into the playoffs,” sophomore An-
drew Trestail.

Girl’s Varsity Volleyball
Record: 4-2
Last Game: Home v Lake Orion L 1-3
Next Game: Thursday @ Farmington
Key Players: Sara Olivova, Paige Neuenfeldt, An-
nie Sevec
Quote: “We work really well well together. I’m 
excited to see how we come together as a team 
this year,” senior Carrie Quigley.

Girls Golf
Record: Finished 13th in County Tournament 
with a combined score of 384. Essence Biggs was 
second place with a 76.
Key Players: Essence Biggs, Rachel Wilson, Me-
gan Lam

Boys Tennis 
Record: 1-9
Last Game: @ Cranbrook  L 1-7
Next Game: Regionals
Key Players: Tommy Fink, Josh Schector, Matt 
Wilkinson
Quote: “I really want to see all of our players 
be playing their best tennis and hopefully that 
results in us making the state tournament,” senior 
Tommy Fink.

Boys JV Football
Record: 6-0
Last Game: @ Hazel Park, W 54-6
Next Game: October 13 Home v. Ferndale
Key Players: Brandon Altman, Alex Vestevich, 
Andrew Barton, Nick Vestevich
Quote: “Our Swag is unprecedented. No mercy. “ 
sophomore QB Brandon Altman

OAA Blue 
Standings

Team OAA W-L ALL W-L
Groves 5-1 5-1
North 
Farmington

4-2 4-2

Seaholm 3-2 4-2
Avondale 3-2 4-2
Lahser 3-2 4-2
Berkley 3-2 3-3
Ferndale 2-3 2-4
Hazel Park 1-4 2-4
Andover 0-6 0-6

Football
Cont. from page 1

Photo By Dylan Dulburg
Senior Chris Barr runs past two Hazel Park 
defenders on his way to a 104 yard rushing 
performance. 

Fall Sports Preparing For Playoffs, as Seasons Wind Down

“I knew I was in the top for 
consideration for this event 
but still, I wasn’t completely 

sure.” 

- Francesco Ruffino

strongest men in the school. 
  According to malepattern-
fitness.com, the goal for all 
weight lifters is to bench 1.25 
times your weight and squat 
and deadlift 1.5 times your 
body weight. 
  Kreitman is currently bench-
ing 1.46 times his weight, 
squatting 1.79 times his weight 
and deadlifting 2.08 times his 
body weight. 
  “I also did it the hard way,” 
Kreitman said. “I didn’t take 
any supplements.”
  Kreitman started seriously 
working out during his soph-
omore year. He wasn’t very 
strong at the beginning but 
pushed himself into the man 
he is today.
  The hard work has paid off, 

earning him a starting posi-
tion at Left Guard. He current-
ly hasn’t given up a sack and 
had a career high 5 pancakes 
against Romulus. 
  “He worked hard in the off-
season and he filled a spot 
that we needed to have filled,” 
three-year starter senior Dan 
Gibbs said. “He is doing a 
great job.”
  Kreitman plans on focusing 
on football for the rest of the 
season and then will continue 
working out for the rest of 
high school.
  “My goal is benching 350 
pounds, squatting 405 and 
deadlifting 500,” Kreitman 
said. 

Statistics

Height:
5’11”

Weight:
195 lbs.

Bench 
Press:

285 lbs.

Squats:
350 lbs.

Deadlifts:
405 lbs.

Football



 The year 
2008 was not 
a fun one for 
the city of 
Detroit.
  The Lions 
finished 0-16.  
The Tigers 
failed to make 
the playoffs.  
The Pistons 
began their 
downfall.
  Don’t forget about the tur-
moil the auto industry was 
facing either.
  Basically, Detroit was the 
laughing stock of the sports 
world.
  Fast forward three years 
and now Detroit is doing the 
laughing.
  The Lions are off to a red hot 
4-0 start with two consecu-
tive comebacks of at least 20 
points and have won eight 
in a row dating back to last 
season.
  They have their franchise 
quarterback.  They have their 
All Pro receiver.  They have 
their ‘bad boy’ defensive tack-
le.  They have loads of young 
talent.    They have given all 
of Detroit and Metro Detroit 
hope for a playoff berth and 
more.  Monday Night football 
is coming to the Motor City 
for the first time in over a 
decade.
  The Tigers are not far behind 
the Lions on the ‘hot’ scale.
  After going on an absolute 
tear in the second half of the 
season led by Cy Young shoe-
in Justin Verlander, they are 
knotted at two games apiece 
with the New York Yankees.
  Just like the Lions, the Ti-
gers came from behind to win 
the pivotal Game 3 matchup 
between Verlander and Yan-
kee ace C.C. Sabathia.
  If they can go into the Bronx 
tonight and clinch the series, 
it would cap off a remarkable 
start of autumn for the city of 
Detroit.
  Detroit is one of those cities 
that needs its sports.  It need 
their franchises.  It thrives 
off the success of hard work-
ing team like the Lions and 
Tigers.
  This city deserves to see 
some success.
  You can call it ‘Hockeytown’, 
but let’s be honest.  Detroit 
is a football city.  And not far 
behind the Honolulu Blue 
and Silver comes the beloved 
Tigers.
  Now the city is hitting the 
jackpot with this Lions team 
and the resilient Tigers squad.
  Their success is coming at 
the same time, the morale 
around town must be at an all 
time high.
  And its not like any of this 
winning is a fluke either.
  After two convincing wins, 
the Lions traveled to Min-
nesota, a place they have not 
won at in 14 years, and came 
back from 20 points down in 
the second half to win.
  That win could be consid-
ered lucky by some.  But when 
they go into Cowboy Stadium 
and rally from 24 down in 
the third quarter, that is no 
coincidence.
The Tigers enter Game 5 as 
underdogs.
  How can they win a playoff 
series in New York?  How can 
they beat the Yankees?  
  They will do it.  It’s not like 
something in Detroit has ever 
been doubted before.

jhess@seaholmhighlander.com
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Change of Plans

   The Seaholm girls swim 
team has found themselves in 
a position they haven’t found 
themselves in since 1997.
   They are currently ranked 
2nd in the state, behind only 
Holland and immediately 
ahead of Groves. And they’re 
doing it with a potent mix of 
young talent and experience.
  “This year’s freshman class 
does a good job filling the 
holes left by last year’s senior 
class, even though we did lose 
quite a bit,” Head Coach Karl 
Hodgson said, whose team 
graduated 15 swimmers in 
2011. “I would say it was an 
instant replacement. It’s the 
most balanced team we’ve 
had since the late 90’s.”
  The girls swim team gradu-
ated 15 seniors last season.
   The fierce freshmen four-
some includes state qualifiers 
Emily Abbott (500 Freestyle), 
Celia Hoag (100 Breastroke), 
Mykala Arnold (200 IM, 100 
Butterfly, 100 Backstroke, 
50 Free), and Sydney McKay 
(100 Freestyle, 100 Butterfly, 
200 Freestyle, 500 Freestyle). 
While their transition from 
club swimming to high school 
has been easy for the fresh-
men, there are some differ-
ences.
  “It’s different because the 
people are really a team 
and you only practice with 
groups of people that swim 
your stroke, as opposed to 
just practicing every stroke,” 
McKay said. “But we’ve been 
working really hard already 
and our team is very close, 
we’re off to a great start.”
   Currently the girls have 
a 9-0 record and recently 
finished 5th at the Oakland 
County meet last weekend, 
though the only teams that 
defeated them are in Division 
1. Not only are they unde-

Senior Taking 
Her Talents 
South to Play 
NCAA Beach 
Volleyball

feated, they have rolled over 
opponents, finishing 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd in nearly every event 
at Troy a month ago. The 
team’s versatility has been the 
main factor in these blowouts, 
as they have a strong mix of 
mix of talent and depth.
   “We have a lot of superstar 
swimmers like Chelsea Ab-
bott, Natalie Pierce, and Syd-
ney McKay, but we are deep 
as a team,” senior captain 
Ellen Koseck said. ”We have 
a huge state team filled with 
top five swimmers and people 
who will sneak up and score 
lots of points which makes us 
deadly.”
   Former Division 2 jug-
gernaut Farmington Hills 
Mercy moved up to Division 
1 this year allowing Holland, 

Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

“Swimmin’ Women” Eye State Title

Photo By Dylan Dulberg
Senior Sara Olivova jumps up to spike the ball. She will be taking her volleyball skills to par-
ticipate in Georgia State’s first Beach Volleyball team.

  After committing to play 
court volleyball at Wayne 
State University in Detroit, 
last May, Seaholm senior Sara 
Olivova knew that her heart 
was always set on something 
else.
  Olivova, the senior outside 
hitter, de-committed from the 
Warriors this past Tuesday 
by phone after their vic-
tory against Lahser.   Olivova 
instead decided to accept an 
offer to play Beach Volleyball 
at Georgia State University, 
located in downtown Atlanta.
  “I was super nervous to call 
the Wayne State coach to tell 
him that I want to de-commit, 
but once I did it, I knew I 
made the right decision,” 
Olivova said.
  Beach volleyball will be a 
new NCAA sport for Georgia 
State in 2012, so Olivova’s 
class will be the first to par-
ticipate in the new sport for 
GSU.
  “Beach volleyball is consid-
ered a completely different 
sport than court volleyball. 
The game is just so different. 
One of the reasons I like it 
way more is because you get 
to touch the ball every single 
time,” the 5’11” outside hitter 
Olivova said.  “There are only 
two people on the court so 
you always have to block, hit, 

set and play defense where 
in court volleyball you either 
play defense or offense.”
  Beach volleyball only has two 
players in the sand at a time.  
Whereas on the court, a vol-
leyball team must play with 
six at a time.
  Senior right side hitter An-
nie Sevec said Olivia made 
the right choice by switching 
schools.
  “I know she’ll be happier 
there and she will have so 
much fun,” Sevec said.  “The 
only bad thing about her go-
ing there is that she’ll be too 
far from us.”
  Senior middle hitter Grace 
Varlese said Georgia State is a 
better fit for her as well.
  “I think she did the right 
thing about deciding to switch 
to go to Georgia because that’s 
where she really wants to go,” 
Varlese said.  “I just think it’s 
a better fit for her in general.”
  Olivova's coach, Heather 
Lippert, said Sara should 
have no problem making her 
switch to GSU.
  “I am very excited for Sara 
to commit to GSU,” Lippert 
said.  “She loves playing beach 
volleyball and is good for not 
having any training in the 
sand.”  
  Olivova, according to max-
preps.com, has 167 attacks 
kills, 207 digs, seven blocks, 
and 14 serving aces on the 
year.  The senior has had 
quite the round trip, mov-

Seaholm, and Groves to move 
up a place in the state as they 
now sit first, second, and third 
respectively.
   The girls’ first match up with 
No. 3 Groves is on October 
18 at Groves. It will be their 
senior recognition night. They 
will not see Holland until 
D2 State Meet on November 
18 and 19. The meet will be 
hosted at Holland Aquatics 
Center, and Holland could 
become the first team in state 
history to win a state cham-
pionship meet at their own 
pool.
   Senior Captain Charlotte 
Yaw (State Qualifier in the 
100 and 200 yard Freestyle), 
is optimistic that Holland will 
not record this feat.
   “We’ve had a relatively large 

state team the past four years, 
and we’re a very deep team,” 
Yaw said.
   In fact, in the first duel meet 
alone, 15 different swimmers 
combined for 20 total state 
qualifying times. Currently 
the state team includes 30 
state qualifying times and 17 
swimmers.
   Although the team is well 
rounded, they excel in the 
distance freestyle events, 
especially the 200 freestyle. 
They currently have five state 
qualifiers in the event includ-
ing freshmen Sydney McKay, 
sophomore Ella Waechter, 
junior Morgan McKay, and 
senior captains Yaw and Ab-
bott.
   “All of them swim the 200 
in under two minutes, which 

is pretty impressive in girls 
swimming,” Hodgson said. 
   Over the last couple of years, 
the girls swim team has been 
beaten by themselves more 
than anyone else. Untimely 
injuries to star swimmers 
Sam Arnold and Natalie 
Pierce, who missed the last 
nine weeks last season, aided 
in dismantling the team’s 
chances last year. The Maples 
stars have used the offseason 
to get healthy.
 “For the first time 
in awhile we’re completely 
healthy as a team,” Koseck 
said, “Those who were injured 
are stepping up along with 
upperclassmen who haven’t 
qualified for states in the 
past. It should be an exciting 

season.”

Photo By Dylan Dulberg

The Girls swim team is now poised to make a state title run with freshmen Mykala Arnold (pictured), Sydney McKay, Emily 
Abbott, and Celia Hoag.

John Glazier
Staff Writer
jglazier@seaholmhighlander.com

ing from the Czech Republic 
when she was a freshman.  
  “As a player Sara has been 
a pleasure to coach,” Lip-
pert said.  “She walked in 
as a freshman, knowing no 
English, and just played.  She 
never complains and has the 

competitive edge I admire.  
She will be greatly missed by 
the program and by me.”
  Olivova said she is excited to 
head out to Atlanta.
  “Committing to Georgia 
State for beach volleyball 
was one of the best decisions 

I have ever made,” Olivova 
said.  “It just feels right and 
I can’t wait to be part of the 
first ever sand volleyball team 

for GSU.” 
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