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 On September 15, the Seaholm community rallied around 
senior Collin Trask in a candlelight vigil with about 300 
students in attendence. “Overall I thought it was quite re-
markable how many people showed up…” Johnny Mullen, 
who organized the vigil said. “We were like one big family 
to support Collin.” Trask has been diagnoised with a medu-
loblastoma in his brain in 2007. As of October 3, Trask is in 
hospice care.
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   High school students don’t 
really care who becomes pres-
ident.
   Statistically speaking, that is.  
   According to the Horatio Al-
ger Association’s The State of 
Our Nation’s Youth (2012), 
as many as 39 percent of high 
school students in the United 
States say they “don’t really 
care who wins” the upcoming 
presidential election, up from 
only 22 percent of high school 
students who were indifferent 
in 2008.
   The Highlander surveyed 
Seaholm’s seniors who will be 
eligible to vote this November, 
to gauge voter interest regard-
ing the future leader of the 
country.
   Of the students who re-
sponded to the survey, nearly 
89 percent are planning on 
voting in the upcoming elec-
tion.  Twenty five percent of 
those students plan to vote 
for Mitt Romney, compared 
to the 38 percent for Barack 
Obama, while another 38 per-
cent chose “other,” or are un-
decided.
   The most prevalent issue 
impacting these students’ de-
cisions about which candidate 
to vote for was their economic 
plan for the future.
   “Economic policy is my main 
reason,” senior Evan Connel-
ly said. “I am not concerned 
about the candidates’ social 
standing; I want to make sure 
that my money is being put to 
good use.”
   Other issues students are 
considering include educa-
tion, foreign policy, social is-

sues, and birth control rights.  
One respondent simply stated 
“Romney is a moron.”
   Voting is a major corner-
stone of our constitution, a 
fundamental right of citizens, 
and an important way for peo-
ple to voice their thoughts re-
garding national politics.  
   “Many of the issues in the 
election this year directly im-
pact you,” Seaholm Govern-
ment teacher Barbara Harte 
said.  “It is young people who 
are dying in the war on ter-
ror; it is young women who 
are impacted most by the 
pro-life/ pro-choice move-
ment.  If social security is to 
be available to you when you 
retire, you need to care about 
it now, while it is still around, 
and prevent it from being dis-
mantled.”
   And, those who are not eli-
gible to vote this time around 
can still get involved in the 
campaign.
   In Oakland County, students 
are taking the initiative.
   “We currently have high 
school students that come in 
regularly to help with numer-
ous tasks,” Dennis Putman, 
of the Oakland County GOP, 
said.  “These include research, 
letter writing, data manage-
ment, making phone calls, 
stuffing envelopes and lit-
erature bags.  This year alone 
we have had at least 40 high 
school students spend dozens 
of hours each.”
   Seaholm senior Heather 
Shen recently worked with 
Obama for America.  She 
volunteered, at first, to get 
extra credit for her Govern-
ment class, but the experience 

Photo By Madeline Tew

According to a Highlander survey, about 9% of students surveyed have felt bullied by a Seaholm teacher. Twenty eight 
percent of students surveyed believe that teacher to student bullying does exist at Seaholm. 
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Members of the Girls Cross Country team race at the Jamboree 2 at Stoney Creek on Sep-
tember 24. The team is currently ranked eighth in the nation. 
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Thirty-eight percent of voting Seaholm seniors support 
President Obama while 25 percent support Mitt Romney and 
38 percent are undecided. 

See	voting	/	Pg.	02

   “Teachers love to call students 
stupid if they answer a ques-
tion wrong.  They also pick on 
students and will throw them 
out of a class if they try to de-
fend themselves.” 
   That was scrawled on the 
bottom of a Highlander 
survey, as an anonymous 
Seaholm student voices the 
concern of 28% of students’ 
surveyed who believe teachers 
at Seaholm bully students. 
   Only 9% of students’ sur-
veyed, though, have directly 
experienced a harsh com-
ment, or embarrassing remark 
from a teacher that they have 
interpreted as bullying. 
   The Highlander found at 
least four students who claim 
they were been bullied by 
Seaholm teachers. Each stu-
dent declined comment, stat-
ing their incident is too spe-
cific to them and they’re afraid 
the teacher would find out and 
retaliate. 

   Girls and Boys Club Founder 
Kimber Bishop-Yanke be-
lieves teacher to student bul-
lying does exist, although 
there is a really fine line. 
   “It seems like bullying hap-
pens everywhere, I don’t think 
there is any area of life that 
is protected for it [bullying],” 
Bishop-Yanke said. 
   According to comments on 
the survey, students consider 
a variety of confrontations 
with teachers as bullying. 
   “Some teachers call you out 
in front of the whole class and 
it can be embarrassing,” an 
anonymous student wrote on 
a survey. 
   Another student believed 
that teachers assert their pow-
er when a student will go to 
them regarding their grade. 
   According to Bishop-Yanke 
this is a subject that is usually 
taboo as teachers don’t like to 
discuss the issue. Additional-
ly, she’s has never come across 
an adult who considers them-
selves an expert on teacher to 
student bullying. 
   “I haven’t come across some-
one who really deal with this 
[type of bullying].” Bishop-
Yanke said. 
   However, Bishop-Yanke has 
ideas on how to handle the is-
sue. It’s different than what 
was taught in early elementa-

ry school because standing up 
to teachers’ can be considered 
disrespectful. She urges stu-
dents to contact an adult they 
trust and enlist their help. 
   “It’s a different relationship,” 
Bishop-Yanke said. “A parent 
should be involved.” 
   A graduated senior had an 
issue come up last year, when 
her basketball coach called her 
rude names and yelled at her 
during practices. Instantly, 
she got her parents involved. 
   “Absolutely, it was bullying. 
But I didn’t want to go down 
that path,” her parent, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
said. “Teachers’ can’t talk to 
students that way.” 
   President of the PTSA, Rose-
mary Ricelli Scheidt hasn’t 
seen any particular cases of 
teacher to student bullying, 
but she believes it’s there. 
   “I’m not in the classroom so 
I’m not seeing that...” Ricelli 
Scheidt said. “I’m sure it hap-
pens. At this point, things like 
that wouldn’t surprise me.” 
   Ricelli Scheidt said the PTSA 
wouldn’t be able too much in 
these types of situations, be-
sides being there to support 
the student or their parents. 
   “If I had a parent who came 
to me who thought their child 
was being bullied, getting in-
volved in that wouldn’t re-

ally be in my realm,” Ricelli 
Scheidt said. “But facilitating 
them getting involved with 
one of the administrators or 
principals would be the best 
way for the [PTSA] to handle 
that. 
   The Birmingham Public 
Schools policy strictly states 
that any form of bullying will 
not be tolerated. 
   “Bullying or other aggressive 
behavior toward a student, 
whether by other students, 
staff, or third parties, within 
the school community, includ-
ing Board members, parents, 
guests, contractors, vendors, 
and volunteers, is strictly pro-
hibited.” Stated in policy num-
ber 5517.01. 
   When situations do arise be-
tween a student and admin-
istrator, Bishop-Yanke wants 
all parties to keep in mind 
that there can be more going 
on than what meets the eye. 
According to Bishop-Yanke, 
there can be other things go-
ing on in either the student or 
teacher’s lives that can affect 
their reaction to the undesir-
able situation. 
   “That child may have other 
things going on in their life 
that is making them respond 
to situation,” Bishop-Yanke 
said. 

   Saturday, September 29, 
the Seaholm girls’ cross coun-
try beat the best teams in the 
state and some of the best in 
the country in the 5,000 me-
ter Coaches Legends Classic 
at Meadow Park.  The victory 
put the team at number one in 
state and number eight in the 
nation.
   The Maples beat their com-
petition with a low score of 26 
and a combined time 1:31:37.  
Saline, who was ranked sec-
ond in the state and sixth in 
the nation coming into the 
meet, came in a close second 
with 46 points and a time of 
1:32:44.  
   Sophomore Audrey Belf 
led the team in third overall 
with a time of 17:52.20.  She 
was followed by four of her 
teammates all in the top ten.  

See	cross	country/	Pg.	8
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All Juniors 
to take 
the PSAT
By Kendall Hitch
Wednesday October 17,  all 
juniors will be required to 
take the PSAT during school 
hours.
   According to Assistant 
Principal Deb Boyer, making 
the PSAT mandatory was a 
collaborative decision be-
tween the counseling depart-
ment and the administration.
   Boyer said that administra-
tors felt requiring the PSAT 
would help strengthen stan-
dardized testing skills.
   “The more often you have 
an opportunity to take a 
standardized test, the better 
you will do on standardized 
test,” Boyer said.
   Boyer believes the PSAT 
could also help students feel 
more relaxed and confident 
in their skills before they go 
to take the ACT.
   “If we can get you more fa-
miliar with and comfortable 
with standardized testing, 
when the juniors hit the ACT 
in March they will be more 
prepared,” Boyer said. 
   The PSAT also offers 
students the opportunity 
to become national merit 
semi-finalists based only 
on their scores. The specific 
score needed differs from 
state to state and is based on 
an individual student’s score 
relative to other students in 
the state.
   Boyer said giving students 
who may not voluntarily take 
the PSAT the opportunity 
to take it in school is a great 
way to enhance student’s 
resumes.
   “If you are a semi-finalists 
for national merit that can 
open some doors for college 
for you,” Boyer said. 

Food Regulations taking effect
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Seaholm students line up to purchase cookies and slushies from the snack bar. The phase in 
of the new regulations will mean that students will not be able to buy these items any more.
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competition policy,” Lan-
caster said. “That means that 
next year we won’t be able to 
sell things like the ice cream 
and cookies in the snack area 
or the Maple Tree.” 
   Maple Tree Advisor Barbara 
Slatin said the new standards 
will affect how the Maple Tree 
does business. She says that 
it has created the need for 
students to come up with new 
products to sell.
   “We are scaling back items 
that have high sugar content 
and we have to find healthy 
replacements that meet the 
new regulations,” Slatin said.  
   More than just the Maple 
Tree, Lancaster said that oth-
er groups will be affected by 
the new regulations because 
of the competition policy.
   “Clubs can’t do bake sales 
anytime the cafeteria is also 
selling food,” Lancaster said.
   According to Lancaster, the 
regulations mean the only 
time bake sales could possibly 
happen is after school, when 
the cafeteria is closed. Cur-
rently, the cafeteria doesn’t 
take federal funding for 
breakfast, but Lancaster said 
they will most-likely start this 

next year, meaning no bake 
sales during X-Block.
   With all the new specific 
regulations being phased in, 
Lancaster is unsure of the 
regulation’s effectiveness in 
teaching kids life-long healthy 
habits.
“I have mixed feelings about 
it,” Lancaster said. “I’m a be-
liever in that you teach them 
in moderation.” 
   Lancaster said completely 
taking away all unhealthy 
foods from Seaholm may have 
adverse consequences. She 
agrees that making healthier 
choices is a good thing, but 
thinks it is also crucial that 
students can monitor their 
own intake of unhealthy food.
   According to Lancaster, the 
administration has found 
one small loophole in the 
new food plans- there are no 
specific requirements on food 
placed in vending machines.
   “Right now they aren’t 
regulating vending machines, 
so there can still be junk in 
vending machines,” Lancaster 
said. 
   Although there are no cur-
rent restrictions on vending 
machines, Lancaster did note 

that this could change in the 
future. However, Seaholm is 
currently sticking to the foods 
that have been in the ma-
chines in the past. 
   The only regulation that ap-
plies to the vending machines 
is that they must be turned 
off when the cafeteria is sell-
ing food, so that they do not 
compete with food sales. 
   Even though the regulations 
aren’t in effect yet, Assistant 
Principal Deb Boyer said 
Seaholm’s food supplier, 
Sodexo, has been trying to 
transition cafeteria food to 
healthier options over the 
past couple years.
   “They have been trying to 
move in that direction for 
quite some time,” Boyer said. 
   Boyer also believes that this 
transition will be relatively 
painless process, as Sodexo 
wants to make the food meet 
regulations while still tasting 
good.
   “Sodexo is trying to develop, 
within the guidelines, things 
that will attract students and 
keep them here for lunch,” 
Boyer said. 

BPS Board Members Go For Re-election
Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com
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Candidate Michael Fenberg (left) sits along side superinten-
dent Dr. Daniel Nerad at the October 2 BPS school board 
meeting. 

The Cider-
Mill is open

   On November 6, the Bir-
mingham community will 
have the opportunity to elect 
two school board members. 
There will be four candidates 
on the ballot and two winning 
candidates will serve a four 
year term. 
   Among those running are 
current board members Geri 
Rinschler and Michael Fen-
berg, and University of Michi-
gan student and graduate of 
Birmingham Schools, Mary 
Blake. 
   John Connelly’s name will 
also appear on the ballot how-
ever, according to League of 
Women candidate forum, he 
is has withdrawn from the 
race. 
   Rinschler has been a mem-
ber of the school board since 
1996, has served as president 
of the board and is a founder 
of the Birmingham Bloom-
field Community Coalition. 
   “I believe one of my great-
est strengths is networking, I 
look forward to re-engaging 
with all segments of our com-
munity,” Rinschler said in 
an email to the Highlander. 
“Since Governor Synder has 
stated that he will focus on 
changing the way that public 
schools are funded in the next 
year, we will need everyone's 
support as we work to make 
sure that our district receives 
adequate and stable funding.” 
   Fenberg has served on the 
board since 2004. He is cur-
rently serving as president 
and also served as president 
in 2008. 
   Running for one of the two 
open board spots is Blake who 
graduated from the Interna-
tional Academy in 2010 and 
is currently in the honors pro-
gram studying Neuroscience, 
French and Women Studies. 
The Highlander has made 
multiple attempts through 
Facebook to reach Blake as 
well as BPS District Spokes-
woman Marcia Wilkinson 
said that she has not respond-
ed to multiple phone calls 
or emails. As well as she did 

not respond to the League of 
Women voters. 
   “[I want to bring] the voice 
of an academic and a former 
student of BPS to the Board,” 
Blake said in the fall edition of 
Birmingham In Focus. 
  September 20, the League of 
Woman voters held a forum 
for the candidates to answer 
questions that were submit-
ted by community members. 
In attendance were both 
Rinschler and Fenberg. 

   Here are some of the high-
lights: 

   Q- What are the weaknesses 
of this school district? 
   Rinschler- I happen to be 
a person who looks at things 
from a positive perspective 
but all bureaucracy do have 
weaknesses and I know that 
we have our own. There are an 
enormous number of changes 
occurring in One happens to 
be there are enormous num-
bers of changes occurring in 
reforming and reorganizing 
the focus of education pub-
lically at the state level and 
federal level. So I would start 
there by finding a way to work 
together so we can come to 
common ground in out com-
munity. 
    Fenberg- As part of a strate-
gic plan process we always do 
a SWOT analysis, strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities 

and threats and this coming 
spring we are going to be do-
ing a new strategic plan and I 
think we need to look at the 
analysis that comes out of 
strategic plan to really deter-
mine what the weaknesses 
are. Again I am person who 
looks at the glasses half full 
and I really believe we have 
some tremendous strengths 
in this district. 
   Q- Millions of dollars have 
been spent on bathrooms and 
parking lots how can this be 
justified in light of scale backs 
in instructional resources. 

    Fenberg- We have tre-
mendous facilities we have 
a couple million square feet 
of buildings. Just like your 
home you have to maintain 
your facilities this has been 
budged as part of our ongoing 
budget. We look to maintain 
our facilities that’s a very im-
portant part. The community 
has voted almost $250 mil-
lion of improvements to our 
buildings. We have first class 
buildings we have to maintain 
those as first class buildings 
and some of those upgrades 
needed to be done and were 
long overdue. We need to 
maintain our facilities as well 
as maintain our instruction. 
    Rinschler - Our buildings 
look fabulous from the curb 
and I think an assumption of 
the community is that when 

we passed our bond 7 or 8 
years ago is that everything 
was replaced. There are many 
areas of this school district 
that were not replaced and 
renovated. And we have been 
doing some of those with the 
remaining bond money. We 
have taken advantage of the 
reduction of cost as many of 
the vendors have been look-
ing for work in this downturn 
and we have been able to ac-
complish a lot more in the last 
two years then we had prior to 
the downturn and I certainly 
agree with Michael we need 
to maintain the value of these 
buildings. 
   Q- I understand the admin-
istration building has not sold, 
what is the boards plan to sell? 

   Rinschler - Sorry to say the 
plans have fallen through this 
time we were very optimis-

tic. I’ll say it the economy is 
quirky. This is a building 
that needs some renovation, 
it’s not curb ready and ready 
for folks in this economy and 
with the goals of business folks 
that would suite their needs. I 
will be optimistic and we are 
hopeful that we will sell this 
in the near future, its still on 
the market and the plan that 
we have discussed publically 
is that we will take some of 
those proceeds and renovate 
our Birmingham conference 
center at Groves High School 
and move into the building.  

   Fenberg- We have been ac-
tively trying to sell this build-
ing for a number of years we 
have put request for propos-
als out, we have been working 
with some brokers, we have 
received unsolicited bids so 
there is a lot of interest in this 
property. I think it is a very 
valuable piece of property, 
I think when the economy 
is right and the right buyer 
comes along I think we will be 
able to maximize our value. 
I’m not in a rush to sell it be-
cause I do want to make sure 
we maximize our value for the 
district so that those funds can 
be reassigned into other build-
ing needs that we have. 

Parking 
Regulations
Lauren Nummer
Special to the Highlander

   Seaholm administrators 
are cracking down on park-
ing passes in the student lot. 
Lately, they say it has been an 
ongoing trend for students to 
not show their passes. 
   “The assumption is if you 
don’t show a parking pass, is 
that you don’t have a parking 
pass,” Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer said. 
   Dale Downen, Seaholm’s 
parking attendant, said if 
someone is parked in a non-
authorized spot he will give 
them a warning and make a 
note of who it is and will be 
tracking them to see if he’s 
given them a previous warn-
ing or not.
   “I’m going on the three 
strikes and you’re out,” 
Downen said. “So if it’s the 
same violation the third time, 
you’ll get a ticket.”
   So far this year, Downen 
said he has already given a lot 
of warnings and a couple of 
tickets. The tickets can be up 
to a 30 dollar fine.
   Junior Lacey Mendelson 
said it is nice that they are 
giving students’ a warning 
beforehand, because even 
she admitted to just simply 
forgetting her pass. 
   “I feel like they should ask 
me first about what is going 
on, before they give out con-
sequences,” Mendelson said. 
   Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer said she understands 
that maybe juniors don’t have 
their passes up because it’s 
brand new to them, but is not 
sure why seniors don’t have 
them up.
   “We have LEIN (Law 
Enforcement Information 
Network) access which means 
a law enforcement agreement 
that we can have a license 
plate number run and we’ll 
simply call the student in and 
find out what’s going on and 
they could lose the privilege 
of parking in the lot at all,” 
said Boyer.
   Boyer said how the policy is 
the same as last year regard-
ing parking passes and that it 
hasn’t changed at all. 
   Junior Katie Moore said 
she wasn’t even aware of the 
consequences for not having a 
parking pass up. 
   “I understand it, but some-
times it can be inconvenient 
for someone who doesn’t have 
their own car and uses their 
parents, so they would have 
to switch their parking pass 
and sometimes they might 
forget, so it can be a hassle,” 
said Moore. 
    However, Moore does 
understand the reason for the 
consequences. 
   “I feel some people may not 
even purchase a parking pass 
and will just park in the park-
ing lot,” Moore said.

Senior 
Named 
DAR Award 
Winner
By Kelsey McClear
   Seaholm senior Nicole 
Steltenkamp has been 
named this year’s Daughter 
of the American Revolution 
award winner from Seaholm. 
   The DAR good citizens 
program honors students 
who show qualities of good 
citizenship. 
   The program is open to all 
senior students who are en-
rolled in accredited public or 
private secondary schools. 
   The qualities of the DAR 
good citizen include depend-
ability, service, leadership 
and patriotism. 

Voting 
Cont. from page 01

The start of the 2012-2013 
school year marked a change 
in what students can pur-
chase in the cafeteria and in 
the Maple Tree. 
   According to the most 
recent Sodexo Newsletter, 
federal USDA regulations 
have changed for the first 
time in 15 years. 
   “This rule requires schools 
to increase the availability 
of fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, and fat-free and 
low-fat fluid milk in school 
meals,” the Sodexo newslet-
ter stated. “(Other needs 
include) reduce the levels of 
sodium, saturated fat and 
trans fat in meals; and meet 
the nutrition needs of school 
children within their calorie 
requirements.” 
   Sodexo recognizes that 
current changes are not set in 
stone, as they are still trying 
to understand all the require-
ments themselves.
   According to Principal Dee 
Lancaster, Seaholm is just 
beginning to adjust to the 
new regulations.
   “It’s truly in effect the start 
of next school year,” Lancast-
er said. “We are just staring 
to phase it in.” 
   Currently, the Maple Tree 
and Snack bar part of the 
cafeteria are still able to sell 
items like cookies and candy 
because the regulations are 
not officially in effect. Ac-
cording to Lancaster, this 
will begin to change once the 
current stock depletes.
   “Right now, the cafeteria is 
just using up the rest of their 
stock,” Lancaster said. 
   Lancaster said in addition 
to regulations on the nutri-
tion content of the food, there 
are also regulations that 
insure there are no outside 
entities, such as the Maple 
Tree, compete with sales in 
the cafeteria
   “What’s just beginning to 
be phased in this year is a no 

turned out to be rewarding for 
her and her friends.
    “It was interesting to see dif-
ferent points of view,” Shen 
said.  “We got to see a strong 
Democratic supporter who 
shared our opinions.”
   “Citizens have until October 
9th, 28 days before the No-
vember 6th Election Day, to 
register to vote in the national 
election,” Birmingham Dep-
uty City Clerk Doreen Martin 
said.
   For more information on 
how to register to vote, see 
“How to Register to Vote,” 
(sidebar). 
   “If you have never voted in 
Michigan and register by mail, 
you must appear in person 
to vote in the first election in 
which you participate,” Mar-
tin said. “This requirement 
does not apply if you person-
ally hand deliver the mail reg-
istration form to your county, 
city, or township clerk’s office 
instead of mailing the form.” 
   The Michigan Secretary of 
State office warns never to 
send an original document.
    High school students can 
begin the voting registration 
process while they are still 17, 
as long as they will turn 18 by 
Election Day.
To contact the Oakland County 
offices of the Republican and 
Democratic parties, students can 
go to oaklandgop.net and ocdp.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
A local women purchases 
Apples from the Franklin 
Cider Mill. 
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Customers at the Franklin 
Cidermill make their pur-
chases.
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Attention Loyal Readers:
This is the LAST 
free issue this 
school year
The Highlander is moving to a new subscription-based delivery 
process, beginning October 19. Single issues will also be available 
for $1.50 at the Maple Tree.

Students who paid for a subscription during August registration are 
now automatically enrolled in the publication’s new personalized 
2nd period room-delivery format. 

Subscription plans are available for $10 (2nd period delivery) and 
for $20 (home delivery).

I want to subscribe!

Please make all checks out to “Seaholm High School”

Sign me up for room delivery.$10  

Sign me up for home delivery.$20  

NAME:
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   Currently, the tables are 
added and the lights and 
railings are in the process of 
finalization.
   According to King, once 
all elements are added, the 
courtyard will be open to stu-
dents. If all plans go as sched-
uled, it should be open before 

the end of this trimester

Field Day Confusion Clarified 

How to 
Register 
toVote
Kelly Martinek
Opinion Editor
kmartinek@seaholmhighlander.com

Kendall Hitch
News Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

Its 7:28 on a Monday and 
students continuously fill the 
spots of the Seaholm parking 
lot. 
   As the last students arrive, 
fear begins to strike. 
   They know that there aren’t 
enough spots for everyone 
with a parking pass, but, who 
will get the short end of the 
stick today?
   Junior Caroline Stacey is 
always afraid of being that 
unlucky student who doesn’t 
get a spot. So, she has put 
measures into place to ensure 
she arrives on time.
    “I always get here around 
7:05 so I know I’ll get a spot,” 
Stacey said. 
    “Parking passes have been 
oversold since online registra-
tion,” Security officer Dale 
Downen said. 
   According to Principal Dee 
Lancaster, this isn’t a new 
trend; parking passes are 
oversold every year. 
  Lancaster said that the 
administration has not made 
an attempt to prevent the 
over-selling of passes in the 
past because they are money 
maker for the school
   Lancaster believes another 

problem with limiting the 
amount of passes sold is that 
the school has no fair way to 
determine who would get a 
pass and who wouldn’t. 
   According to assistant prin-
cipal Deb Boyer, within the 
next couple weeks a solution 
to the parking pass issue will 
take effect. 

   The administration will be 
allowing some students to 
park in the teacher parking 
lot.
   Boyer said that she will 
make an announcement 
asking for students who are 
interested in parking in the 
teacher lot to come see her 
within the next few weeks.

Teacher Lot to be Opened to Students

   However, not all students 
will be given the privilege 
of parking in the teacher 
lot. Boyer said that she will 
have to approve of student’s 
before they are allowed to 
park there.
   “I’ll be looking for students 
who are mature and can han-
dle the privilege of parking in 

the staff lot,” Boyer said.
   According to Boyer, the 
reason the administration 
is being so careful with who 
they choose to put in the 
lot is because last time they 
allowed students to park in 
the staff lot, students did not 
respect the privilege they 
were given.
   “We actually had a teach-
er’s car keyed,” Boyer said.
   Boyer said that this past 
incident has spurred some 
hesitancy from the teachers 
as to opening the parking lot 
up to students.
   In order to insure that only 
the selected student’s park in 
the teacher lot, students who 
are meant to park there will 
receive a new hang tag for 
their car.
   “We just ordered all brand 
new hang tags,” Lancaster 
said.
   Boyer believes that there 
will be advantages and dis-
advantages for students who 
decide to pursue the option 
of parking in the teacher lot. 
   “The good thing is everyone 
who is there will have a spot 
for certain every day,” Boyer 
said. “The Bad news is that 
[the spot] will be at the back 
of the lot.”

Note from the editor; Subscriptions

Meghan Flynn
Staff Writer
mflynn@seaholmhighlander.com
   Every year Seaholm stu-
dents begin planning and 
working towards winning 
Field Day.
    The new registration set 
up put that all into ques-
tion.  In previous years, the 
school charged an optional 
fee that covered many things 
at Seaholm. This year, the 
administration made each fee 
optional.
   The Field Day shirt was one 
of the optional fees, which 
many parents overlooked.         
Only 1142 students bought 
t-shirts at registration. 
   Parents didn’t realize the 
consequence of not buying a 
shirt was their child would be 
unable to participate in Field 
Day, according to the Junior 
Jolly Rogers twitter feed on 
Thursday the 20.
   A wave of confusion washed 
over Seaholm students who 
were wondering if they would 
be able to participate in this 
year’s Field Day.
   Charlie Hermes, a junior, 
tweeted “@JRJollyRogers 
so I bought a shirt... But still 
can't participate in field day?? 
Can I still get my money back 
Atleast? #disappointing.”
   The initial policy Seaholm 
was enforcing was with out 
tshirt purchase at registration 
you could not participate
   However now, any stu-
dent who bought a T-shirt 
can participate and whoever 
wants to participate can order 
the fifteen dollar T-shirt from 
Seaholm principle Dee Lan-
caster at any point. Without 
the purchase of a T-shirt, 
students are unable to partici-
pate on Field Day.
   The amount of people 

who bought tshirts already 
is higher than the average 
participation for field day.  “If 
each kid that bought a tshirt 
actually came to Field Day 
this year we would have the 
highest participation ever” 
told assistant principle Deb 
Boyer to the highlander.
   Despite the clarification on 
T-shirts, the change in regis-
tration process has left each 
class $125 short for their ban-
ners and other accessories. 
   “Usually, each grade re-
ceives $225 for the banner 
and other necessary decora-
tions,” said junior Co Chair, 
Kaitlyn Pike.“This year they 
received $100 and are allowed 
to accept donations up to 
$125.” 
   Each grade started Field 
Day preparation on Monday 
September 24. 
   The cuts have thrown off the 
veteran Field Day co chairs off 
their game. While the fresh-
man and new Co chairs Emily 
Benderoff and Claire Markley, 
aren’t having the stress that 
Senior Co Chair Kendall Tam-
ler and Pike have received 
from the budget cuts and 
registration change his year.

   “We aren't having any 
trouble with the payment 
issues,” said sophomore Co 
Chair Emily Benderoff. 
   With the sophomores’laid-
back approach to this Field 
Day change, it seems their 
theme Surfin’ Sophomores 
truly fits their class.
   “Were really excited about 
field day this year,” said 
Pike.“We really want to win. 
Even with all the unexpected 
changes with the budgets we 
hope that the juniors do win 
and that everyone has a good 
time.” 
   The grades have put the 
changed behind them and 
went on to working towards 
winning Field Day.

   “With the new sense of 
community we feel is being 
developed since all of the 
hardships we've been fac-
ing as a school, we wanted a 
theme that would show we 
are always here protecting 
our school and watching out 
for all the grades below us. 
That's why we went for a "po-
lice" approach,” said Tamler 
after announcing the senior 

SWAT grade theme.

Courtyard Continues Renovations

Photo By Caroline Squatrito 
The courtyard renovations should be complete before mid-
November. The new structure is called “switchback” design.
Kendall Hitch
News Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com
   The Seaholm courtyard 
construction is continuing on 
schedule. 
   According to head of 
facilities, Stephen King, the 
renovations will continue as 
late as mid-November.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
The field day banner committees hard at work after school.

1.Acquire the voter 
registration form.  This 
form can be picked up 
physically at the Secre-
tary of State or at the city 
clerk office, as well as at 
voter registration drives 
and military recruitment 
centers.  It can also be 
obtained electronically at 
Michigan.gov/SOS.

2.Deliver the completed 
voter application to the 
local city clerk’s office, 
located in City Hall.  
(Birmingham City Hall: 
151 Martin St.)

3.Once registered, a 
voter identification card 
will be sent to the voter 
by mail.

4..Bring the voter 
identification card and 
a valid photo ID to the 
polls on Election Day!

Photo By Caroline Squatrito 
The new tables have already 
been placed in the courtyard/
patio area. Once opened, 
students will be able to access 
these tables for their use.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
The new railings have also 
been placed in the courtyard. 
These were added to bring the 
area up to American Disabili-
ties Association standards.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
Student’s, like this car’s owner, have parked illegally due to the overselling of parking passes.

   If you read last week’s issue, 
there’s a good chance you saw 
our full page insert announc-
ing our plan to move to a 
subscription-based delivery 
system. We have a similar ad 
running on this same page.
   Please allow us a moment to 
clarify.
   In the past, a $7 charge 
directed toward partially 
funding the Highlander had 
been included in the general, 
and mandatory, $30 student 
activities fee. The remainder of 
our funding came from paid 
advertising.  Under this system, 
everyone chipped in and the 
issues were “free” – available 
to anyone, in multiple building 
locations.
   However, the registration 
format – and our funding process 
-- has changed. 
   We’re continuing to sell ads, 
but because of the new itemized 
online registration process, the 
$7 designated Highlander fee 

was made optional. 
   Some students opted out.
   As a result, our anticipated 
budget changed.
   Each issue costs roughly $110 
per published page. Most issues 
range from eight to 12 pages – 
the exception being our end-of-
the-year 24 page triple issue. We 
publish 10-12 print issues a year. 
   All funding goes toward 
publication costs. No students 
are paid, despite the 40 plus hour 
production weeks they contrib-
ute.
   It should be noted, Birming-
ham Public Schools has 
offered, this year, to make up 
the budget shortfall to allow 
for uninterrupted publication 
– regardless of registration 
funding. This is yet another 
example of the unprecedented 
support our publication has 
received from administrators 
and the Birmingham com-
munity. This is a wonderfully 
generous offer.

   It is our intention, however, 
to respectfully decline the 

supplemental funding.
   To accept registration 
funding from some but to 
continue to produce a paper 
free to all would be unfair. 
In addition, we recognize 
the need to move toward 
economic self-sufficiency, in 
case greater funding needs in 
other district areas arise in 
the future. Additionally, we 
see this as an opportunity to 
develop new circulation skills 
we can apply in a real-world 
situation.
   Starting next issue (later 
this month), we will be begin-
ning our subscription-only 
distribution format.
   We hope you consider sub-
scribing, so you continue to 
enjoy our hard work.

   Thank you for your contin-
ued support. 
   The Highlander. 
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   The way the Seaholm community has come 
together to help support and encourage our 
“Iron Man” is like nothing we have done be-
fore. 
   Senior Collin Trask was diagnosed with can-
cer in 7th grade and since then he has been 
battling with it. In recent weeks, Trask’s con-
dition has taken a turn for the worse, sparking 
the Seaholm community to come together as 
what we consider a family. 
   The Seaholm community has responded 
with an outpouring of support, and everyone 
should be proud. Proud of the student body, 
and proud of the community. 

   Students have raised an overwhelming 
amount of money through t-shirt sales, raffle 
ticket fund raisers and donations. All of this 
was with the goal to 
be able to take a lit-
tle stress off Trask’s 
parents during such 
a difficult time in 
their lives. 
   A September 15th 
candlelight vigil 
not only showed 
support but, more 
importantly, cel-
ebrated Trask and 
showed him all of the people that his story 
has touched. 

   Even students who had never met Trask 
bought T-shirts, attended the vigil and ex-
pressed their support on Twitter using the 

hashtags #teamcollin 
and #prayforcollin.
   Social networking 
sites like Twitter and 
Facebook have been 
exploding in recent 
weeks with inspiring 
words of support for 
Trask. 
   Too often, the con-
versation in the hall-
way, lunch line and 

even our editorial page focuses on the nega-
tives. We point out flaws in the system, in a 

process or in each other, but today we focus 
on the positive: how a student body has come 
together, putting aside our differences, in or-
der to support a fellow classmate. 
   All of that being said, it shouldn’t take such 
an unfortunate event like this for our school 
to come together like we have seen over the 
past three weeks. This should be the norm for 
Seaholm, supporting each other through the 
little things and the big. 
   Most students spend more time at school 
than they do in their own home, these are the 
people we spend five days a week with, so we 
have to be able to support each other.  
   All we can do is hope that this closeness and 
unification will continue on. 

Seaholm Supports #teamcollin 
Staff Editorial

Man on the Street:
Obama or Romney? Why?

“Obama, he supports women’s 
rights more, I want a bro like 
that in America’s future.”  

-Senior Olivia Bryant

“I don’t even know, I haven’t 
been paying attention.”  

-Junior Dan O’Connor

“Neither, because Obama didn’t 
lead us in the way he said he 
would, Romney is a political figure, 
not an actual political leader. ”  

-Freshman Chandler Roberts

“Obama because he supports 
gay marriage and is pro-
choice.”  

-Sophomore Megan Modras

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
sponsored, content and production is student 
directed and not subject to prior review. Our aim is 
to provide an accurate report and a free exchange of 
viewpoints in relation to interests and concerns that 
affect the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room G107, 
Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
viewpoint of the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest editorials are 
welcomed. All such editorials and other features will 
be attributed to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes 
all opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback 
from the Seaholm community. We request all letters 
be sent to: tips@seaholmhighlander.com, delivered 

in person to room G107 or mailed to the following 
address: 
The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all letters for 
the sake of brevity. All letters must be attributed by 
name to be considered for publication. The final 
decision of whether the material is to be published 
will be left up to the editorial board.
Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may accept 
advertising. Acceptance or rejection of advertising 
is within purview of the publication staff, which 
may accept any ads except those for products 
or services that are illegal for all students. Ads 
for political candidates and ballot issues may be 
accepted; however the community is encouraged to 
solicit ads from all sides.

Ernest W. Seaholm Highlander
Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
Highlander is committed to covering all issues 
objectively, without bias, with an acute attention to 
detail. Factual errors will be corrected for reader 
clarification in the following issue. If we have erred, 
please let us know.
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   Just 
i n s i d e 
the en-
trance to 
Seaholm 
is a mural 
that states 
“The First 
of Many 
S u m -
m i t s . ”  

Whether the next summit is 
finding a job after high school 
or going to college, Barack 
Obama and Mitt Romney have 
different views that will shape 
the futures of Seaholm Stu-
dents.
   On Tuesday, November 6th, 
the country will decide who 
our next president will be.  
Actually, the entire country 
won’t decide, only those 18 
and older who are registered 
to vote.  This prevents most 
of our school from voting, but 
not everyone.  
   Teens that are too young to 
vote but feel strongly about 
this election can do things to 
influence the outcome.  
   Only part of our student 
body can vote to reelect Presi-
dent Obama or elect Governor 
Romney, but their decisions 
as president will affect all of 

Commentary

Why Should we Care?

It shouldn’t take an 
unfortunate event like this 

for our school to come 
together.

Seaholm, so it is important to 
take an interest in the coun-
try’s decision making process, 
even if not everyone can go to 
the ballot box in November.

   Obama and Romney have 
differing views on financial 
support for college educa-
tion.  During his presidency, 
Obama doubled the funding 
for Pell Grants, the amount of 
money the government loans 
to students.  Romney states 
on his website that he plans 
to strengthen and simplify the 
financial aid system for educa-
tion because a flood of federal 
dollars is driving up college 
tuitions by inflating the cost of 
colleges.
   They also have different plans 
on how to handle the economy 
and the mounting national 
debt that is roughly $16 tril-
lion.  Romney is focused on 
encouraging business growth 
in the United States by cutting 
taxes on business.  Obama 
wants to create jobs through 
stimulus spending and to 
increase taxes on wealthier 
Americans.
   Consider the price of gaso-
line.  The two candidates have 
very different views on how to 
change the price at the pump, 
but both sides offer plans to 
make commutes more afford-
able.  Obama wants to lower 
speculation on gasoline, be-
lieving that too much specu-

lation throws off supply and 
demand principals, while 
Romney believes that drilling 
for more gasoline would be the 
better choice.  
   These are just some of the 
serious topics that can change 
the future. 
   Educate yourself on these 
two candidates.  Influence the 
views of people who can vote.  
Get out and support the can-
didate you believe serves our 
community best.
   Both candidates have official 
campaign websites, mittrom-
ney.com and barackobama.
com, which offer opportuni-
ties to learn about the stances 
of Obama and Romney on 
all issues.  On Obama’s web-
site there is a specific section 
for students to take action by 
finding events, making calls 
and getting connected to the 
campaign.
   Talk to friends, family and 
anyone else who is willing to 
listen about why Obama or 
Romney is the better choice.  
If a person is undecided about 
who to pick or is planning on 
not voting, eagerness for that 
candidate could educate them 
on their choice, or encourage 
them to vote.
   Staying informed is always 
an option.  Know when and 
where rallies are to be held 
and encourage friends and 
family to attend them.

Adam Peirce
Staff Writer
apeirce@seaholmhighlander.com

By Lenny Terterian 

The iPhone 5’s overall design has changed. The screen has been en-
larged by 8.6 mm and it has thinned out from 7.6 mm with 
to 1.7 mm. There was a 20% decrease in weight from a 4.9 
ozon the iPhone 4s to 3.95oz.

Multiple people around the world have received their black 
IPhone 5’s with small scratches and nicks on them, after 
Apple changed the back of the phone from its usual glass 
backing to an anodized coating.
Courtesy of abc.go.news.com

Apple has replaced Google maps with their own software for the 
Maps application. Following the switch, there have been 
multiple problems, like wrong addresses of important land-
marks and inability to find emergency rooms.

               Courtesy of Product-reviews.net , nasdaq.com , and theatlanic- 
                  wire.com

With the iOS 6 update and the iPhone 5 comes the new application 
Passbook. This allows for tickets and passes to be bought 
and used on the app.  Live Nation, Ticketmaster, and United 
Airlines all support Passbook (depending on events’ ven-
ues).

The iPhone 5 is now on the LTE network. This means it operates 
faster.  The average download on the Verizon network for 
the 4s was 1.71 megabytes per second, while the IPhone 5 
averaged 9.78 mbps. 
Courtesy of reviews.cnet.com
“I would have to say my favorite part about the new iPhone  

is the speed. The new A6 makes everything seem lightning  
fast and the LTE allows it to use its full power. I had the iPhone 4, 
and after upgrading to this one, there is a significant difference,” said 
junior Gibson Baltz.  
               “My least favorite part, which is very hard for me to choose 
cause I absolutely love the phone, would have to be the new lightning 
adapter. None of my accessories work with it and I was forced to buy 
an adapter, that wasn't cheap,” said Baltz.

5 Things You Need to Know: iPhone 5
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The Michigan Difference

Food for Thought 

Pita Cafe: 
Middle 
Eastern
cuisine 

Sy Thai: 
Thai cuisine 

What Crepe: 
French
cuisine 

100 Seniors apply to 
University of 
Michigan each year

Taylor Wyllie 
Managing Print Editor 
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Caroline Squatrito

The University of Michigan is the dream school for many Seaholm students. According to college and career 
center counselor Judi Stahl, pressure to get in can be overwhelming for students. 

   Senior Kathryn Pelton has been fixated on 
attending the University of Michigan since her 
freshman year, filling her schedule with AP 
classes and studying countless hours to make 
sure she’d be a top applicant. 
   “It’s a really great school,” Pelton said. “There 
are so many ways you can get involved and 
meet people and it offers so many different 
clubs. It offers so many opportunities for your 
future.”
   Pelton’s feelings seem to echo that of Seaholm 
students. Last year, 46 seniors enrolled at the 
University of Michigan, according to a May 
2012 Highlander. 
   “Typically we have about 100 students per 
year apply to U of M,” Romano wrote in an 
email. “We’ve had as many as 70% get accepted 
in one year, but the average is about 50-60%.” 
   Because of this, senior Kim Lakocy will be 
applying to the University of Michigan this fall 
even though she has no true interest in attend-
ing. 
   “It’s accepted by most people that you’re go-
ing to apply to University of Michigan,” Lakocy 
said. 
   College and Career center counselor Judi 
Stahl has seen the pressure put on students 
to apply to University of Michigan by the 
Seaholm community. 
   “No pressure from within the building (coun-
selors or faculty) but I get the impression there 
is some pressure from community and par-
ents,” Stahl said in an email. “Also some com-
petition among the student body of the inac-
curate account of ‘whoever gets in must be the 

most intelligent.’”
   According to College Is Yours 
2.0, a book passed out at ju-
nior night of last year, students 
should choose a college that 
will work for them, not a col-
lege that has a prestigious 
name. 
   “Think college qualities, not 
college names,” the book says. 
   Mike Oelke, a representative 
at University of Michigan’s Of-
fice of Admissions, believes 
that the University of Michigan 
is not the right school for everyone. For exam-
ple, if a student is looking for a small, liberal 

arts education, University of Michigan is not 
the right place for them. 
    “I think the best way to really determine 
[what school is right for you] is to set foot on 
campus,” Oelke said. “And that’s any campus 
you want to apply to. You need to think to 
yourself are these people like me, can I thrive 
in this environment, is this an environment I 

want to be a part of?” 
   Last year, graduated senior Kit Kuhne ap-
plied to the University of Michigan as her top 
choice. She didn’t get in.  
   “I was devastated,” Kuhne said. “Michigan 
has been my dream to go since I was probably 
10 or 11. I put so much effort into trying to get 
into the school and when I didn’t, I didn’t know 
what to do with myself. In my head, it was my 
only option. I was devastated.”
   She opted to go to Michigan State University, 
instead. She was planning to transfer to Uni-
versity of Michigan, but after she spent time at 
State she learned to love it. 
   “I am having a great time. It’s a lot better than 
I thought it would be given I was coming in 
with a negative attitude after not getting what 
I wanted,” Kuhne said. “But I’m having fun, I 
joined a sorority, I’ve made friends, I’m really 
active…This is my school now.”
   Graduated senior Jamie Hinz didn’t apply to 
University of Michigan last year as she knew 
she’d only apply to say she got in, not because 
she actually wanted to go. She doesn’t regret it. 
   “I love [Southern Methodist University],” 

 “University of Michigan is not 
the only option now; so many 
other schools are really highly 
ranked now in Michigan. You 
can go to a school in state and 
get a fantastic education.”

- Graduated Senior Kit Kuhne

Hinz said. “It’s small and it’s personal. I love 
the fact that I’m doing something new. It’s a 
totally different culture here and I’m meeting 
people from all around the country and it’s 
great. I’m loving it.” 
   As for those who believe University of Michi-
gan is their only option, Kuhne believes they 
need to keep their mind open. 
   “If you apply to Michigan and don’t get in, 
first of all don’t go in with the mindset that it’s 
your only option,” Kuhne said. “Look around at 
other schools, see what you like… University of 
Michigan is not the only option now; so many 
other schools are really highly ranked now in 
Michigan. You can go to a school in state and 
get a fantastic education.”
   For Pelton, though, University of Michigan is 
still the dream. 
   “[I’m really excited] to meet new people 
there,” Pelton said. “And I’m really excited to 
get involved.” 

Which 
restaurant is 
best for your 
taste? 

Do you want 
dessert? 

Are you trying to 
cut-calories? 

Are you with 
a date? 

Are you in a hurry? 

Are you a vegetar-
ian or vegan? 

Do you like spicy 
food? 

START

YES NO

YES NO

YES

NOYES

YESNO

NO

YESNO

FIRST VISIT 20% OFF

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           
Senior pictures for the yearbook:

•Photos must be submitted no later than December 1, 2012. This 
is the absolute LAST date for us to include a picture of your 
senior in the yearbook. No exceptions- we have a printing 
deadline determined by our publisher.

•FORMAT: JPEG or TIFF. RESOLUTION: 150 or better

•Photos should be emailed to seaholmyearbook@gmail.com

Attention 
Seniors:
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   Speeding cars, near acci-
dents, and illegal parking. 
These are the concerns of 
Seaholm security officer Dale 
Downen. 
   Previously, Chip Gorman 
served as a parking lot security 
staffer. Now the Seaholm park-
ing lot has the watchful eye of 

Downen.
   As he sits 
in his blue 
van, Downen 
makes sure 
all is right in 
the student 
lot. From his 
perspective, 
he’d like to 
see students 
ease up on 
the accelera-
tor.
   “I think stu-
dents need to 
take a little 

Photo By Madeline Tew
Dale Downen, new replacement for Chip Gorman, leaving a note for a student who parked 
illegally.

   Given some scrap metal, a few tools and 
a design, would you be able to build a fully-
functioning robot? 
   For 30 of Seaholm and Groves’ students, 
this is their year-long challenge and a labor 
of love.
   Amidst the whirring of tools and the 
smell of sawdust, the CAD room serves as 
the meeting place for Seaholm and Groves’ 
combined robotics team.  While most stu-
dents are regularly registered in Engineer-
ing Technology classes, it’s not a require-
ment to participate in the club.
   The team consists of 30 boys and girls 
from grades 9-12. It’s led by CAD teacher 
Bernie Simms, who meets with students af-
ter school Tuesdays and Thursdays. There are three seasons 
of the activity, coinciding with the trimester system. The pro-
gram is funded by the Birmingham School District as well as 
industrial sponsors.
   “We’re trying to train kids and inspire them to reach for 
future STEM careers [Science Technology Engineering and 
Math],” said Simms, who has led the team for the 4 years of 
its existence.
   Students are given a 6-week period to design and build a 
robot capable of performing a task which varies each year. 
It must comply under certain height and weight restrictions, 
avoid other robots when performing, and be fully functional. 
   This year’s game is to lift dodgeballs and exercise balls into 
goals of different heights.  
   “This year we have a much larger group of kids that actively 
participate,” team member Danny Maertens, a Seaholm se-
nior, said, “which is good because we have more ideas to work 
with.”
   Seaholm and Groves Robotics is a part of two organizations 
for High School Robotics, OCCRA [Oakland County Com-

Robotics: The New Fad

Kathleen Davis
Editor-in-Chrief, Web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
The new dogeball-throwing robot for this year’s competitive season.

New parking 
attendent, 
Dale Downen.

Parking Enforcement’s New Face

Sumer Ghazala
Staff Writer
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com

   Rachel Stark picks up the 
kids from the bus stop then 
walks them home. Then helps 
the kids, ages eight and ten, 
complete their homework. 
Next, dinner is made and the 
kids are ready for their sports. 
   Stark is not a parent or a 
nanny, she is a senior 
at Seaholm. 
   Now, more than 
ever, babysitters are 
expected to help the 
kids with their home-
work. Though the re-
sponsibilities of bab-
ysitting have risen, 
the pay has not. 
   The average rate per 
hour for babysitting 
is between $8 and 
$12, according to Babysitting-
Rates.com, which is higher 
than the Federal Minimum 

Should babysitters get paid more?

Photo By Madeline Tew
Senior and full time 
babysitter, Rachel Stark.

more time,” Downen said, 
“just to be careful so no one 
gets hurt.”
   Downen doesn’t only watch 
the parking lot. He also se-
cures the safety inside the 
Seaholm building. 
   On a regular basis, Downen 
spends the majority of his 
day policing the student and 
teacher parking lot. From time 
to time, he’ll assist within the 
halls of Seaholm itself.
   “I check out the building 
too,” said Downen. “I help 
Josh, the hall monitor, when-
ever he needs it.”
   Student drivers find Downen 
to be a positive influence on 
the school.
   “He’s really stern,” senior 
Katie Rankin said. “He makes 
sure nothing wrong is happen-
ing in the student lot.” 
   Senior Chris Stanley talked 
cars with Downen the first 
time they met.
   “I was sitting in my car one 
time,” said Stanley, “and he 
started telling me about back 

in the day when he and his 
friends would make their cars 
fast.”
   Downen is slowly, yet easily, 
making his transition into the 
job.
   “He’s still the new guy,” Stan-
ley said. “Once he gets used to 
everything it’ll be a different 

story.” 
   Yet, this isn’t Downen’s first 
year at this school. He first 
started working at Seaholm 
back in May as a replace-
ment for the daily custodian. 
Downen then heard of a per-
manent job as Security.
   “He was our head day cus-

todian last year,” Assistant 
Principal Deb Boyer said. “He 
simply asked me if I would be 
open to have him interview for 
the position and I said abso-
lutely.”
   The position had a few oth-
er prospects that came to the 
interview, but it was an easy 

decision once Downen inter-
viewed for the spot, according 
to Boyer.
   “He really was the best per-
son suited for that position,” 
said Boyer. “Mr. Downen has 
raised his own children and 
he’s just a nice person.”
   Some of the problems, such 
as illegal parking, are things 
Downen wants to be fixed. It 
seems that the illegal parkers 
have no other choice.
   “The passes were oversold 
on the internet,” Downen said. 
“But I think the administra-
tion is trying to come up with 
a solution, maybe letting kids 
park in the teacher lot.”
   Securing the safety of stu-
dents has proved to be sec-
ond nature for Downen. His 
goal is to make the school a 
safer place while still send-
ing positive vibes throughout 
Seaholm.
   “He’s a cool guy, he says ‘hi’ 
to me all the time,” says Stan-
ley.
   In addition to being friendly, 
Downen makes it clear stu-
dent safety is his top priority. 
   “Students really need to slow 
down or someone’s going to 
get in an accident,” Downen 
said. “I don’t want to see any-
one get hurt.”

Seaholm moves 
from Chip to Dale

petitive Robotics Association] and FIRST [For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology]. OCCRA guidelines re-
quire robots to be 100% student designed and built.
   The team has been successful in the past. They consistently 
place middle to higher ground in tournaments and took a week 
out of school to attend the FIRST 2012 Championships in St. 
Louis last April. The competition featured the best and the 
brightest from within the United States and around the World.
   “Living in the Detroit area [largely influenced by engineering] 
we’ve got some pretty impressive competition,” said Seaholm 
junior Olivia Miller. “We win some, we lose some, but we learn 
a ton along the way.”
   Seaholm High School will host a tournament November 8, 
which will feature 24 teams from the Metro area.
   “We can always use the extra hands and there’s no prior ex-
perience necessary,” said Miller. “You’ve got nothing to lose by 

dropping by.”

Increase in 
participation 
leads to sucess

Wage of $7.25 an hour. 
   A babysitter that is paid $10 
an hour for a 40 hour week, 
for 52 weeks is $20,800 a 
year. The money earned is tax 
free, so the equivalent post 
tax amount is $31,500 a year. 
A first year teacher salary in 
Michigan is only $47,440 a 
year. South Dakota’s, the low-
est in the country, is $32,180 a 

year, according to teacherpor-
tal.com. Granted, the majority 
of babysitters do not have a 40 

hour work week.
   Birmingham parent Joe 
Blake has paid his babysitters, 
between $10 and $15 an hour, 
adjusting the amount per 
hour, depending on the num-
ber of kids and what the activi-
ties for the day include. 
   “If you are required to make 
them dinner, tutor, keep them 
safe and the house needs to be 

better than when you 
found it, you should 
get paid more than 
the person that just 
keeps them safe,” 
Blake said. 
   Local tutors charge a 
variety of prices. Terri 
Bennett has a rate of 
$35 an hour and oth-
er tutors can charge 
up to $60 an hour. 
Which is significantly 

higher than the average baby-
sitter’s rate.
   “Part of our job is to watch 

the kids and help them out if 
they need help,” said Seaholm 
senior and babysitter Caitlyn 
Ciemniecki, who earns $8 to 
$10 an hour. “Doing home-
work is just one of those jobs 
babysitting entails.”
   A babysitter who goes above 
and beyond the call of duty 
by working with the kids on 

homework problems they 
don’t understand or teaches 
new concepts in addition to 
their is more similar to a tutor 
rather then a babysitter.  
   “I do not think that they 
should be paid more because 
it’s part of their responsibility 
of babysitting,” said Seaholm 
student and local babysitter 
Allison Wegner, who earns 
$10 to $12 an hour.  
   According to Blake, those 
who help with homework 
“have a wider skill set” and are 
therefore “providing a more 
valuable service” than just 
watching kids. 
   Stark, who earns $10 an 
hour, agrees with Blake. 
   “You are providing two ser-
vices at the same time,” she 
said. 
   Beverly Hills parent Julia 
Slatcher says how much the 
sitter gets paid should depend 
on the situation. 

   Slatcher thinks that babysit-
ters need to be aware of the 
situation they are in and be 
wary of parents that are tak-
ing them and their services for 
granted.
   “Parents of children requir-
ing babysitting care must be 
careful not to take advantage 
of babysitters,” Slatcher said.
   Slatcher urges babysitters to 
speak up if they feel they are 
in an unfair working environ-
ment, but they must also be 
aware of the consequences. 
    “Babysitters must learn to 
ask for what they feel they de-
serve and be willing to lose the 
business if the employer does 
not agree,” Slatcher said. 
   Some babysitters are not 
concerned about raising their 
pay.
   “I still love it,” Seaholm senior 
Jessica Wells said. “I wouldn’t 
have it any other way.” 

   Sitting at her desk, assistant 
principal Deb Boyer enthu-
siastically points to a framed 
picture of two college aged 
kids.
   “Those are my kids,” she said.
   Her kids are her passion. 
Along with her love for her 
own children she loves to work 
with kids in general, including 
all of the students at Seaholm.  
   “I really enjoy working with 
teenagers, I like the energy, 
the passion,” Boyer said.
   Boyer’s responsibilities as as-
sistant principal are different 
every day. She can be found 
patrolling the cafeteria, keep-
ing order at special events, or 
typing away at her computer 
organizing her jam packed 
schedule. She can be known 
as the strict disciplinarian, but 
there is more to Boyer than 
meets the eye. Although she is 
responsible for a wide range of 
tasks, she says that the variety 
keeps her job interesting.    
   “No two days are the same,” 
Boyer said. “We have Field Day 
coming up and that’s always a 
big thing and there’s always a 
lot of intrigue that goes along 
with it, sometimes I could deal 
with a little less intrigue but it 
keeps things interesting to say 
the least.” 
   Field day is made possible 
by the work of students and 
teachers but Boyer is also an 
important part of field day. So-
cial Studies teacher and Senior 
class advisor Dawn Whitehead 
understands the important 
role Boyer plays in field day. 
   “The responsibilities are 
pretty extensive for her, espe-
cially early planning,” White-
head said. “It has really been a 
pleasure she’s put in lots and 

lots of work and there’s always 
something that needs to be 
fixed or adjusted or negotiated 
and she does an excellent job 
at it.”
   “Even though students don’t 
sometimes like the rules we 
enforce dis-
cipline is 
necessary if 
there’s going 
to be order 
here,” Boyer 
said. 
   Boyer is 
often seen 
as the more 
strict of the 
two assis-
tant princi-
pal, howev-
er, Seaholm 
C o u n s e l o r 
Rebecca Rossen believes that 
Boyer’s disciplinary tactics are 
not unreasonable. 
   “I think she’s very fair when 
she has to do the discipline 
stuff,” Seaholm Counselor Re-
becca Rossen said. 
   When Boyer is forced to dis-
cipline she tries to make it into 
a learning experience. 
   “We all make mistakes, but I 
believe there’s information to 
be gleaned from making mis-
takes,” Boyer said. 
   Keeping order is one of the 
main objectives of the admin-
istration, which is what causes 
her to have to be strict. Like 
assistant principal Othamian 
Peterson, though, their pri-
mary goal is to build a com-
munity. 
   “School is not necessarily 
about running it or managing 
it its more so about creating a 
culture,” Peterson said. “We 
match up in terms of trying to 
hold kids responsible but at 
the same time providing op-
portunities for growth and for 
freedom.”

Seaholm AP Provides 
Look Behind the Scenes
Andy Teahan
Staff Writer
atehan@seaholmhighlander.com

“Doing homework is just one 
of those jobs babysitting 
entails.”

-Caitlyn Ciemniecki

Deb Boyer, 
Seaholm’s 
Assistant 
Principal.

Stephanie McNutt
Special to the Highlander
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Junior Nick Vestevich dodges a tackle for a gain during the Homecoming game against Avondale.

Photo Courtesy Of  Rivers Whitson
Rivers rides on one of his frequented dirt bike trails up 

North.

Riley Micallef
Staff Writer
rmicallef@seaholmhighlander.com

   Slicing through the air side-
ways over a gap, senior Rivers 
Whitson performs his favorite 
trick on his bike, a tail whip.  
Whitson has a smooth riding 
style, zipping through courses 
with his long red hair flowing 
out the back of his helmet. He 
has been riding bikes compet-
itively for four years now, but 
biking has been close to him 
as long as he can remember. 
   “I’ve always loved bikes, but 
I really got into it when I went 
to Montana in 8th grade to 
see my brother.  After riding 
the trails there I saved up and 
bought my first real bike,” 
Whitson said.
   Whitson mostly rides dirt 
jumps and free-ride where he 
practices up north every sum-
mer.  When home, he rides 
for leisure through neighbor-
hoods.
   “He rides about once every 
three days, when he’s in town 
he just rides in neighborhoods 
and on the streets,” junior 
Shane Leslie said.
   Although it is a hobby, 
Whitson rides competitively 
every so often.
   “I don’t compete too much, 
only a few times a year,” 
Whitson said. “Usually up 
North at Boyne Highlands, I 
compete in downhill races.”
   These races consist of 
speeds over 40 mph, maneu-
vering, and adjusting to the 
terrain of the ground as riders 
push themselves for faster 
times.  Whitson takes the 
chair lift up to the top of the 
mountain and waits for his 
run.  Each rider gets two runs 
and the person with the best-
combined time wins.  
   “The competition is where 
they push themselves the 
hardest, but mainly they’re 
here because they enjoy it,” 
the representative from Boyne 
Highlands said.
   In last year’s race Whitson 
started off his first run strong 

with the time of 1:54.26, and 
came across a little slower the 
second time with a 2:18.06, 
according to Boyne High-
land’s website.   He placed 
near the middle of about 50 
riders.
   This fall Whitson improved 
to finish in 8th place, with two 
good runs.  He loves the feel-
ing of accomplishment in rac-
ing, but also craves the thrill.  
Biking never the less is a very 
dangerous sport, and Whitson 
loves the risk involved.
   He has had his fair share of 
spills.
    “Nothing major, one con-
cussion, lots of cuts, bruises, 
and scars,” Whitson said.  
   Blood, sweat or tears, Whit-
son continues to ride. 
   “Just last year I went to Big 
Sky Resort and Jackson Hole 
on my bike,” Whitson said. 
“I learned a lot on my own 
biking, I spent a lot of time 
riding, and have had lots of 
scares trying new things.”
   The key to Whitson’s 
success is commitment; 
he spends most of his time 
focusing on bikes.  He owns 
four bikes which he works on 
consistently, one for free-
ride, a dirt jump bike, a cross 

country bike, and a road bike.  
He also has had a job as a 
mechanic at KLM Bike and 
Fitness for two years.
   “I’ve seen Rivers ride for the 
past few years, he definitely 
has a future in biking,” senior 
Hunter Thane said.
   Whitson’s favorite bike is 
his free-ride bike, a blue and 
green Giant Reign.  It has 7 
inches of suspension and is 
used for biking around for 
fun on trails.  
   With all of Whitson’s pas-
sion towards biking, a career 
in this path would only seem 
right.  He is very talented as a 
rider and as a mechanic, but 
going professional is not in 
Whitson’s future.  
   “Biking will always be part 
of me, and maybe one day I 
will open my own bike shop,” 
Whitson said.

“Nothing major, 
one concussion, 

lots of cuts, bruises 
and scars” 

- Rivers Whitson

Rivers Rides On

Boy’s Varsity Football
Record: 5-1
Last Game: Win 28-15 Avondale
Key Players: Stephen Guenther and Dylan Kanaan
Quote: “I think we have a very good squad this year, we 
have some of the most talented players in the league, but 
more importantly we have come together as a team and 
have team chemistry better than any team I’ve been a part 
of.  That goes a long way”- Kevin Kristopik

Boy’s Junior Varsity Football
Record: 2-4 
Last Game: Win Avondale 56-18
Key Players: Emrick Mareski and Tomhas Sheppard
Quote: “We don’t have a lot of players this year but we are 
having a better year than our record shows”- Emmet Green

Boy’s Freshman Football
Record: 2-4
Last Game: Win Avondale 27-19

Boy’s Varsity Soccer
Record: 5-1-4
Last Game: Tie Groves 1-1
Key Players: Alex Gordon and Kieran O’Keefe

Boy’s Junior Varsity Soccer
Record: 5-2-2
Last Game: Win 2-0 Groves
Key Players: James Cook and Manny Rodrigues

Boy’s Freshman Soccer
Record: 6-1-1
Key Players: Len Ciemniecki

Boy’s Cross Country
Last Meet: 9th place out of 18th at the Coaches Legends 
Classic
Key Players: Stephen Young and Max Gomez

Girl’s Cross Country
Record: First Place in first two OAA Red Jamborees and 
ranked 8th in the nation
Key Players:  Aubrey Wilberding and 
Audrey Belf 
Quote: “Over the last couple of years we’ve had enough 
depth where we can move people in and out, rest people 
if we need to, which is going to make a whole lot of differ-
ence at the end of the year”-Head Coach Jeff Devantier

Girl’s Varsity Swimming
Record: 4-0
Last Meet:  Win against Farmington Harrison
Next Meet:  Thursday October 11 against Groves
Quote: “Our team lost our best swimmer in every event 
with graduation last year, making the outcome of the meet 
up to every swimmer, not just the superstars.  We are all 
stepping up and working together as a unified team to 
accomplish goals and win each meet despite the loss of 
great swimmers”-Phoebe Anstett

Girl’s Varsity Volleyball
Record: 2-2 in the league
Last Match: Win 3-2 Troy
Next Match: Marian Tournament Saturday October 6
Key Players:  Erin Neuenfeldt and Andrea Gothard
Quote: “After losing the first two games, everyone ex-
pected us to crumble but as a team we were mentally 
tough tonight and played with heart to win the next three 
games.”-Erin Neuenfeldt

Boy’s Varsity Tennis
Record: 6-1
Last Match: Win OAA Red League Tournament
Key Players: Zaven Dadien and Jason Mondry
Quote: “With a dedicated new coach and valuable new 
players, this year’s varsity team is rejuvenated from last 
year.  We are out to prove that we’re a better program than 
anyone thought”-Jason Mondry

Boy’s Junior Varsity Tennis A
Record: 9-0-2
Quote:  “We had a very productive season and showed 
great character and sportsmanship on the courts. We 
had several undefeated teams this year, especially in the 
bottom of our lineup. We were a strong, deep JV team. 
”-Coach Nathan Cohen

Boy’s Junior Varsity Tennis B
Record: 1-1-1
Last Match:  Tie 4-4 Clarkston
Quote: “Our season is over and the season was definitely 
a memorable one. These boys were hard workers and 
improved a lot since the start of the season. They kept me 
on my toes and I had a blast coaching them”-Coach Grace 
Keating

   28-15 Win Over Avondale Puts Varsity Football 5-1
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Quigley Commits

   Senior lacrosse player Kathy Quigley decid-
ed to take her talents to Ann Arbor and this 
month, she verbally committed to play at the 
University of Michigan.
   “It’s a great school and a great program,” 
Quigley said. 
   It’s a family tradition in the Quigley house-

hold to attend the University of Michigan. Her 
father is a Michigan grad, and her older sister, 
Carrie Quigley, is currently a freshman at the 
University of Michigan. 
   “She’ll fit perfectly with the environment at 
U of M and bring some personality to the cam-
pus as well,” 2012 Seaholm graduate Carrie 
Quigley said. 
   Quigley also considered the University of De-
troit Mercy, and Marquette University. 

   Kathy Quigley has been playing lacrosse 
since the seventh grade.
   “My sister played, and when I was in the 
seventh grade, she told me I should play,” 
Kathy Quigley said. “So I did.” 
   This will be her sixth year playing lacrosse, 
and her fourth year on varsity.  Quigley 
played a key role in the Birmingham Unified 
women’s lacrosse state championship run 
this past spring. After a difficult regular sea-
son, there was a different mindset going into 
the playoffs. 
   “We faced adversity, but Kathy raised her 
game, and made sure we all stepped up for 
the postseason,” senior attackman Alexan-
dra Lee said.

   Kathy had a spectacular postseason, cap-
ping it off by scoring the game-winning goal 
in overtime, along with four others in the 12-
11 championship win over Hartland. 
   “She’s a great leader,” junior midfielder Al-
lie Wright said.  “She did everything for us.”
   This past year, Quigley was all over the 
field. She is the most versatile lacrosse player 
in the state because of her unique quickness 
and athleticism. 
   “She is so good because she has a so much 
raw talent,” Carrie Quigley said.  “Combine 
that with a great work ethic, and you have 
something special.” 
   Quigley received many accolades this 
spring; among them being a unanimous 1st 
team All State selection, as well as an Honor-
able Mention All American.
   “She works really hard, especially in the off-
season,” junior attackman Sam Jones said.  
“She never stops.” 
   During the offseason, Quigley played la-
crosse for a club team called Detroit La-
crosse. Detroit Lacrosse is the premier club 
lacrosse team in Michigan, and maybe even 
the Midwest. 
   Her team attended the Intercollegiate 
Women’s Lacrosse Coaches Association Cap-
ital Cup, along with the Nations Capital Cup, 
two of the top tournaments in the country, as 
far as level of play and recruiting exposure is 
concerned. 
   “It’s a little different playing some eastern 
teams being from the Midwest,” Kathy Quig-
ley said.  “The game is faster out there.” 
   One thing is for sure, the University of 
Michigan is very lucky to have Kathy Quig-
ley as part of not only their school, but their 
women’s lacrosse program. 
   “The University of Michigan will be lucky 
to have her next year,” Carrie Quigley said. 

Photo Courtesy Of Liz Lee 

Elizabeth, Carrie, and Kathy Quigley pose with the 2012 Girls Lacrosse State Championship 
trophy. Kathy Quigley recently commited to the University of Michigan for lacrosse.

Matthew Wilson
Staff Writer
mwilson@seaholmhighlander.com

“She is good because she has so 

much raw talent.  Combine that 

with a great work ethic and you 

have something special.” 

- Carrie Quigley

   Despite having one of the younger teams in 
the OAA, the Seaholm Girls Golf team has im-
pressed so far this season, posting a 6-0 league 
record, 11-1 overall record, and a tournament 
win.
   Led by head coach Leon Braisted, the Maples 
only have 3 seniors on the team this year, but 
still have talent to go around.
   “We are in a building year,” Assistant coach 
Kathy Fritz said. “However, we have been very 
pleased with how competitive the girls have 
been.” 
   The Maples are captained by juniors Riley 
Miller and Megan Lam. The seniors include 
Anna Hardig, Isabel Osgood, and Julie Fynke. 
Other key players include sophomores Rachel 
Wilson and Jamie Greene, and freshman Jor-
dan Michalak and Allegra Cunningham.
   The Maples’ top golfer this year is sophomore 
Rachel Wilson. Wilson, who has an average 
score of 79.25 in four recorded tournaments, 
was on varsity last year and is now ready to 
lead the Maples this year.
   “I’ve definitely improved my putting and short 
game in the summer,” Wilson said. “Although 
the team is young, we are very competitive.”
   The Maples’ best moment so far this year 
was the tournament win at Knollwood Country 
club on August 27th. 
   Competing against Rochester, Rochester Ad-
ams, Stoney Creek, Troy, Clarkston, and Lake 
Orion, the Maples posted a score of 317. Out 
of 42 players, Wilson placed first overall in the 
tournament, scoring a 74. Michalak and Lam 
also placed in the top 5.
   “Even though we’re a young team, we have 
high expectations for ourselves this year,” ju-
nior captain Riley Miller said. “We may be 
young but we know how good we can be.”
   With the tournament win and the 6-0 start, 
the Maples are already playing like a veteran 
team.
   “The girls are starting to realize that they’re 
good golfers,” Fritz said. “The team chemistry 
is very good, (captains) Riley Miller and Megan 
Lam have been huge for us.”
   Having a young team can be tough at the var-
sity level, but the girls know that they can be 
very successful and reach their goal of a state 
title.
   “The captains always push me to go harder, 
and the senior leadership is amazing,” Wilson 
said.
   Although the underclassmen are talented in-
dividually, the girls realize that to be success-
ful, they will have to put team first.
   “We each have personal strengths and goals, 
but we really just want to focus on playing well 
as a team.” Miller said.
   Expectations for the team are to win regionals 
and go as far as possible in the postseason. Last 
season, a young Maple team earned second 
place at Division 2 finals, with power house 
Muskegon Mona Shores taking the title.
   “Mona Shores is a tough team, but I definitely 
think we can compete with them at a high lev-
el,” Wilson said. 

Women’s Cross Country Team Knocks Off Nation’s Number One

Golf’s Young 
Talent Shines

David Granadier
Sports Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of Cie Brown
The varsity girl’s cross country team starts a race as a pack. The team is nationally ranked 
eighth, after defeating the number 1 and number 6 teams last weekend.

Zach Granett
Staff Writer
zgranett@seaholmhighlander.com

Sophomore Rachel Dadamio 
(18:19.50), seniors Tess Wil-
berding (18:24.20), Aubrey 
Wilberding (18:25.90), and 
freshman Marissa Dobry 
(18:33.10) came in fifth, sixth, 
seventh, and tenth respec-
tively.
   “Six or seven of the top 
ranked teams in the state 
were there,” senior and two 
year captain Mallory Wil-
berding said.  “I think it was 
the competition that really 
got the team going, we had 
a 30 second average drop 
and our top five scoring girls 
were all under 18:33, which is 
unreal.”
   This wasn’t just a huge 
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win for the team, it was a big 
upset as well.  
   “It’s huge because we did 
very well,” head coach Jeff 
Devantier said.  “I think we 
surprised some people and I 
think we surprised ourselves.”
   The National High School 
Cross Country Coaches As-
sociation ranked Saline as the 
6th best team in the nation 
and the second best in the 
state.  The same ranking put 
Seaholm as the 23rd best in 
the country and third in the 
state.  Grosse Pointe South 
was the number one ranked 
team in the entire country, 
but they placed a surprising 
7th at the Coaches Classic.
   Grosse Pointe South has an 
all-star lineup with some of 
the best runners in the coun-
try, including Hannah and 
Haley Mier.
   Both Miers were rested 

during the Coaches Classic, 
but their absence doesn’t 
overshadow the statement 
that the Maples made saying 
that they’re here and ready to 
compete with the best of the 
best.  Perhaps there will be 
a family showdown between 
Grosse Pointe South’s Mier 
twins and Seaholm’s Wilberd-
ing triplets at this year’s state 
meet.
   The teams met earlier this 
season at the Spartan Invite, 
where the most elite teams 
in the Midwest competed. 
Seaholm finished third behind 
the other two.  
   Since then, the Maples have 
recovered from a combination 
of injured and resting run-
ners.  Two of the team’s stron-
gest runners, Tess Wilberding 
and sophomore Julia Demko 
started the season on the 
injured reserve but recently 

came back to give the team 
even more speed.
   The powerhouse schools 
will likely meet again at states 
where they will be compet-
ing for the top spot on the 
podium.
   This most recent win adds 
to the team’s growing list.  
The Maples took first place 
at the first two OAA Jambo-
rees (meets between all eight 
teams of the OAA red divi-
sion).
   They went on to win both 
the large and small school 
divisions of the West Bloom-
field Invitational.  Wednesday 
September 19, Seaholm beat 
cross town rivals Groves in 
convincing fashion while rest-
ing almost every upperclass-
man.
   “We won two divisions of 
the West Bloomfield Invi-
tational,” Devantier said, 
pointing to the two plaques in 
his office.  “We won in the big 
school race and in the small 
school race.  So, our first team 
ran the big division and our 
second team ran the smaller 
one and won it.”
   So far, the team’s strongest 
asset has been their depth.  
   “Over the last couple of 
years we’ve had enough depth 
where we can move people in 
and out, rest people if we need 
to, which is going to make a 
whole lot of difference at the 
end of the year,” Devantier 
said
   The underclassmen have 
made a huge difference in the 
team’s depth this year.  In 
fact, three of the top five run-
ners are underclassmen.
   “No one who was a varsity 
runner last year graduated 
and then we added some 
amazing freshmen,” Mallory 
Wilberding said.
   The top runners of the of 
the season so far include 
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Senior Mallory Wilberding strides during a 5K race. 
Wilberding is a key runner for the girl’s cross country team.

freshman Dobry, sopho-
mores Dadamio and Belf, and 
seniors Aubrey Wilberding 
and Allison Wegner.  But the 
team’s talent goes deep into 
their roster.
   “Our top fifteen runners 
would be varsity runners on 
literally any other team in 
the country except for Grosse 
Point South and Saline,” Mal-
lory Wilberding said.  
   The team is looking to 
continue their dominance 
over local competition and 
are poised to repeat league, 
county, and regional titles 
(the triple crown of high 
school cross country).  They 
are also hoping to take that 
momentum into the state 
competition.

   “I think if we all run at our 
full potential by states, we 
could beat Grosse Pointe 
South,” said sophomore and 
current number one runner 
Audrey Belf.
   Over the last four years, the 
team has almost tripled in 
size.  Along with their growth 
in numbers, came growth in 
strength.  The team has fin-
ished lower and lower in the 
top ten at states each year, 
and now have the opportu-
nity to seize their greatest 
achievement and win it all.
   “I think the best part has 
been just seeing how the 
sport has gained respect at 
our school and how girls just 
come in and find their place,” 
Mallory Wilberding said.
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