
Park At Your Own Risk: Seaholm’s Lots Risky

   High risk. High speeds. High 
bills. 
   But maybe not high 
visibility. 
   The Seaholm student parking 
lot is causing turmoil once 
again with careless drivers and 
construction inconveniences. 
Only three weeks into school, 
parking lot mayhem has broken 
out at Seaholm. With fresh 
drivers in the parking lot, it’s 
not surprising that there have 
already been some close calls. 
These new and carless drivers 
are the people that bring risk to 
our safety and our cars in the 
parking lot. 
   Student’s disregard for speed 
limits, one way signs, and 
common courtesy are not just 
common, but are expected. 
The race for front row spots, 

to get back  in time for class 
are common justifications 
to students behavior, but 
like with all things, there are 
consequences. 
   As senior Devon Thorsby 
already learned this year, the 
parking lot has its obvious 
pitfalls. Last week while 
Thorsby was out to lunch, 
another student caused $1600 
worth of damage and simply 
walked away.  In the real world, 
this ‘hit and run’ accident 
wouldn’t have been taken as 
lightly. “It just frustrates me 
that parking in the student lot 
is such a risk” Thorsby said.
   The cameras in the parking 
lot revealed the hitter, even 
though another student was 
accused; finally the guilty 
student came forward and 
confessed to hitting Thorsby’s 
car.
   At Seaholm, his only 
punishment was parking lot 
privileges were revoked for 
2 weeks. After filing a police 
report and talking to the 
insurance companies, he was 
eventually found at fault, and 

was responsible for paying 
for the damages on Thorsby’s  
car.
   In another instance,  senior 
Ali Giancarlo’s car was hit, 
and the hitter also tried to 
drive away. Fortunately, he 
didn’t realize she was in the 
car, but she got out to stop 
him. Ali had only had her car 
for a week, and it was her 
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On-Campus Smok-
ing Prevalent

There will be drinking 
fountains, eventually. That 
empty wall will be outfitted 
with bleachers, hopefully. And 
those skylight balconies may 
be able to be used after all, 
maybe.

The Seaholm gym, opened 
November of last year, is the 
most complete portion of 
the construction project, to 

date.  However, when passing 
through the new gym, students 
can’t help but to notice that 
there are many issues, which 
at the current time seem 
inexcusable in a supposedly 
state-of-the-art facility.  

The most glaring, and 
all-encompassing problem, 
would be the lack of drinking 
fountains in the gym, which 
has caused concern for many 
athletes who frequently use 
the facilities for practice and 
for games.  

One concerned athlete, 
Junior Brady Green, reiterated 

Constructive Criticism?
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these problems.  
“As a Seaholm High School 

athlete I feel that the lack 
of drinking fountains in the 
vicinity of the gym has been 
a detriment to my basketball 
career.” 

Green, like others who 
spent much of last year’s 
winter season in the new gym, 
also worried about staying 
hydrated.  

“Dehydration is a problem, 
especially on weekends when 
Allo is not there to bring a 
cooler to practice.”

The problem with the water 
fountains is just one of many 
concerns about the construction 
project in a general sense, 
which as Mr. Piper told The 
Highlander, is still “really a 

work in progress.” 
Another equally important, 

but less glaring issue, is that 
of the clocks, or lack thereof.  
Though it seems like an easy 
fix, there has been no effort to 
install clocks in the gym, and 
according to Athletic Director 
Aaron Frank, there will not 
be until the final construction 
project is completed at the end 
of this school year.  This has 
been a great inconvenience 
to students in gym class and 
varsity athletics alike, who 
have been having trouble 
keeping track of time and as 
a result making it to their next 
class before the bell.

Drinking Fountains 
Yes, Seating Maybe

Jordan Kristopik
Co Editor-in-Chief

Blowing Smoke:

This box of Newports shows not every-
one follows the  the policy.
                          Photo By Mia Morandi

   Students are sneaking around, 
dodging punishment, and 
littering the parking lot. An 
illegal, yet prevalent, activity 
is at the root of this problem: 
smoking.
  Seaholm is full of nooks and 
crannies, and students have 
easily found places to smoke. 
In fact, smokers on campus 
admit it’s easy to find a 
spot out of the eyes of 
the administration.
  One smoker admits, 
“It’s pretty easy to 
[smoke on campus].”
    Smokers have been 
spotted most frequently 
in the parking lot and 
around the corner near 
the school entrance. 
There are no windows 
on the Cranbrook side 
of the building, making 
it easy to escape 
teachers, other students, 
and the parking lot 
attendant.
    However, these students 
vary on the best places to 
smoke. “Most kids smoke in 
the parking lot during lunch,” 
says an anonymous smoker. 
  Another disagrees. The 
student chose to smoke near 
the building because “it took 
too much time” to make it to 
the parking lot, especially “if 

Editor’s note: Due to the 
sensitivity of the issue, and the 
possible illegal actions of the 
students, no names of student 
smokers have been used.

it was cold.”
    Assistant principal Deb 
Boyer is aware of the situation. 
In fact, two students have 
already served detentions this 
year for smoking on campus.
     “They tried to hide it and 
throw it away, but they were 
in possession, and that’s all it 
takes,” Boyer said.
 Each student served a 
four-hour detention, a common 
punishment for a first-time 

offense. But for a second time 
offense, Boyer won’t hesitate 
to call the police.
 “It’s usually around 
$100 for the ticket, plus 
expensive court costs,” Boyer 
said.

The Administration Preaches Zero-Tol-
erance, Yet Where There’s Smoke... 

Jordan Kristopik
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While workers build the new pool, questions still remain over a few unresolved issues from the last job -- the gym.
                                                                             Photo By Ashley Harte

first day parking in the lot. “It 
wasn’t a good first experience” 
Giancarlo said, about parking 
in the student lot.
   And though we have cameras 
in both the student and teacher 
lots, sometimes their purpose 
is questionable. Because the 
camera shots jump around, 
they don’t monitor everything 
in the parking lot, sometimes 

they don’t capture anything at 
all.
   This past May, Publications 
and Government teacher Ben 
Harwood was greeted by a long 
key-made gauge that spanned 
from bumper to bumper of his 
Dodge Ram.
   He filed a police report, but 
when he went to check the 
tape the next morning, he was 
told that the cameras had been 
shut off.
   Those teacher lot cameras, 
according to Seaholm Facility 
Operations official Doreen 
Moore, are currently not 
operational, but will be fixed 
soon.
   The system was down, as of 
press time, but Moore said the 
school plans to get it fixed.
   Senior Brian White also had 
a bad experience in the parking 
lot this past year. While driving 
in the parking lot he picked up 
two screws in one of his tires. 
After realizing it while he was 
out to lunch, he made it back 
to the lot in time to watch his 
tire nearly deflate. The screws 
had caused so much damage 

that he had to replace the tire 
completely.  ‘
   White’s total repair costs were 
$200, which can be considered 
quite mild when compared 
to other student’s parking lot 
bills. Ranging anywhere from 
$45 per ding, all the way to 
$2500 for structural damages, 
the parking lot’s fee don’t stop 
at paying for the parking pass. 
   The issue truly isn’t the 
parking lot’s condition, but 
really the issues begin with 
students and their often-
questionable behavior. Forget 
the potholes and construction 
debris that is scattered across 
the lot, and focus on the litter 
and disrespect that happens in 
the student lot. Kids literally 
open their car doors, set their 
trash on the ground, and walk 
into the building.
   On any given day, you will 
find McDonalds bags, Burger 
King wrappers, and paper cups 
strewn all across the student 
parking lot. The trash cans that 
sit by the edge of the parking 
lot serve no purpose to those 
too lazy to actually use them.

More than a fender-bender, this bumper dismemberment cost 
senior Devon Thorsby $1600.       Photo courtesy Devon Thorsby

A “brunch” with nowhere 
to munch? We’ve got you 
covered PAGES 4-5



Snack  Bar  C losed :  No  More  Morn ing  Munch ies
Jack Rokicki
Staff Writer

As senior David Barton walks 
into school at 7:10, he heads 
for the cafeteria in search of 
the bagels that he often eats for 
breakfast, only to find that the 
snack bar is closed. The candy 
bars that once found their 
home in the Seaholm Snack 
Bar have been replaced by the 
cold metal bars that keep it 
locked and out of reach. 
  That’s because Seaholm 
students have lost the luxury 
of buying food throughout the 
school day, during non-lunch 
hours.  
   And for some, the jingling 
pocket change – a musical 
reminder of the increased cost 
of a vending machine drink 
– is little consolation.
   Gone are the privileges of 

getting a bagel in the morning 
during an easier class or getting 
a pop during the afternoon as a 
pick-me-up. Say goodbye to 
the cookies that were so greasy 
they almost broke through the 
plate. 
Attendance issues, according 
to Seaholm administrators, led 
to the move.
  “It was closed because 
of (student) tardiness,” 
Principle Terry Piper said.
This reasoning has not set well 
with some students.
 “It’s unfair to the people who 
didn’t abuse the privilege that 
the snack bar is gone,” said 
Stephanie Harrison ‘09. 
But Piper defended the move 
and added that many faculty 
members supported it. 
“Teachers would complain 
that students would constantly 
come late to class from the 

snack line.”
“The closing of the snack 
bar helps teachers a lot,” AP 
Government and Flex teacher 
Mr. Craig said. “It cuts down 
on tardies and helps the 
students focus.” 
 For students who have the 
new 10 am. “A-Brunch” and 
play sports right after school, 
their argument is that it does 
just the opposite. 
 Senior varsity soccer 
captain Michael Butler said 
he’s noticed the difference in 
his ability to focus, and not for 
the better. 
“I get lazy at practice because I 
don’t get my bagel with cream 
cheese and carbs on it,” Butler 
said.
Athletes aren’t the only ones 
feeling it. Wallets and pocket 
change have been unintended 
victims as well.  

New this year is an added 25 
cents to the cost of bottled 
beverages from the vending 
machines, bringing the price to 
$1.25. Students are baffled by 
the sudden change in vending 
machine procedures. 
 “It’s not the increase 
in price so much as it is the 
inconvenience of having to 
carry a quarter around all the 
time,” said Ross Disney ’08.
  Piper said that the 
administration had nothing to 
do with the raised price. Rather 
the suppliers of the vending 
machines, and Pepsi, decided 
to raise prices all around the 
area.
 There is still one 
option for saving that quarter 
and appeasing that late 
afternoon hunger – one that 
Piper suggests.
“Bring (your) own snacks.” 

One of Scott Craig’s 
students in his Advanced 
Placement Government 
class is in trouble.

   The student, who comes from 
Groves, typically arrives five 
minutes late for class because 
the bus from Groves runs late 
due to the deduction of passing 
time this year.
   Big problem. That’s because 
Craig assigns homework in 
those first five minutes, leaving 
the student with no information 
on his assignment for the 
class. However, this could be 
changed if the passing time 
was increased by two minutes. 
   The time requirement for the 
amount of instruction a student 
must receive a year is 1,098 
minutes. 
   “The state of Michigan counts 
a maximum of 10 minutes 
of passing time towards 
instruction,” Craig said.
   But those precious minutes 
have been reduced, only to add 
to the time students who take 
the shuttle miss of instruction.     
Chalk it up to the controversial 
trimester schedule, which the 
Birmingham high schools 
implemented this school year.                
 Both teachers and 
students have had to revise their 
schedules, accommodating 
varying amounts of homework, 
modified curriculum and 
tardiness to class. None of 
this has come without a price, 
and the one most visible is the 
amount of complaints.
   “It is hard to discern whether 
kids are complaining about 
school because it is school or 
complaining about the change,” 
said Counseling Department 
Head, Walt Romano. 
   But for some students, the 
change really is what their 

complaints are about, and those 
changes could have some vital 
consequences.
   Junior Margeau Barnes’ top 
complaint is the racetrack fast 
pace of the curriculum.
   “We have to teach ourselves 
because [class] is moving so 
fast and teachers don’t have 
time to explain the homework,” 
said junior Margeau Barnes.  
   Students are not alone in 
their added anxiety. Carlos 
Torres, the Modern Language 
Department Head, is also 
concerned about the increased 
pace associated with the 
trimester schedule.
   “We teach the same amount 
[of material] in the new 
system, it just depends on how 
fast we do teach,” said Torres, 
speaking on behalf of the 
modern language teachers. 
   He iterated that most of a 
teacher’s time is being put 
into revising lesson plans 
to accommodate the rapidly 
moving curriculum. The hours 
spent on these otherwise time 
intensive plans are taking time 
not only out of a teacher’s 
personal time, but also time 
which could be spent planning 
more exciting activities 
rather than those of daily 

Ashley Hanglund
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    Junior Will Kane shuffles 
off the radiating green turf as 
the stadium lights illuminate 
an empty field.  Bag over 
shoulder and cleats in hand; 
he has just played soccer for 
two hours straight.  Anyone 
sane would just want to go 
home and sleep, but unfortu-
nately he still has five classes 
of homework to finish, and it’s 
already 9:00. 
   “Especially with soccer after 
school, I find myself putting 
less effort into my homework 
this year,” said Kane.  Prac-
tices run from after school 
to 4:30 or 5:00, and games 
starting at 6:00 don’t get Kane 
home till 9:00.
   This contradicts to what 
counselor, Mr. Romano, had 
envisioned for the trimester.  
He recommends no more 
than two hours of homework 
per night because “it is a 
waste of time” and “students 
are involved in sports and 
other activities.”  Because of 
the trimester, students have 
five classes of homework to 
complete each night so for 
some, that recommended two 
hours is drifting further away 
from reality.Another pos-
sible reason for the increase 
in homework?  Teachers are 
now forced to fit 16 weeks 
of curriculum into only 12.  
Junior Margeau Barnes feels 
that although she receives 
less homework for each class, 
combined it ends up being a 
lot more work than last year.  

Tri-ing Times for Students

Time is of the essence 
for teachers and stu-
dents alike

New trimester 
schedule produces 
homework over-
load for students

consequence.
   One of the most visual 
representations of this 
disappearing time is how the 
Flex team has had to adapt.
   The four teachers have been 
stripped of their traditional 
planning period used for the 
Flex curriculum. The teachers 
must now sacrifice time when 
they would otherwise be 
eating lunch or enjoying time 
at home with their families in 
order to plan what lessons will 
be taught for the week, as well 
as any projects or tests that 
they have to compose outside 
of school.
   One of the other team taught 
programs at Seaholm, Team 
World Studies did not survive 
the switch to trimesters. 
   “They didn’t want to deal 
with the outside work,” said 
Craig of the teachers of the 

   Barnes, a member of student 
government, has to attend 
meetings during S&T.  This 
eliminates her ability to use 
that time to see teachers for 
help, to do other homework, 
or even catch up on sleep.  
   Fellow junior, Will Kane, 
who is also involved in stu-
dent government, not only has 
that to worry about, but his 
varsity soccer practices and 
games as well.
   Sophomore Alex Reed is 
also feeling the pressure of the 
trimester and its impact on her 
after school routine.
   “(After getting my sched-
ule), I got a little worried 
about having enough time to 
get my homework done, and 
studying for tests is almost 
impossible for me with the 
extra work and my other after-
school things,” she said.  
Reed is taking driver’s-ed 
after school, and helping with 
Field Day.  Those meetings 
go until 4:30, and it takes her 
roughly three hours to do her 
homework after the meetings 
are finished.  Reed, along with 
several others, liked the at-
mosphere of semesters better 
than the trimesters.
   “Now that we have trimes-
ters, we still have to learn 
everything required for the 
course, but less time so it’s 
not the teachers’ fault that 
they have to give homework 
everyday, it’s just so we learn 
the material. This year is just 
a lot harder. We should switch 
back to semesters.”

team world studies program, 
who would have to put in 
additional hours outside of 
school to compose their lesson 
plans. 
   Craig, one of the flex teachers, 
now finds himself in a similar 
situation as his student. They 
both have suffered because of 
minutes they no do not have 
this year.
   Time is a major factor with 
the scheduling changes brought 
upon this year. Time to teach 
the curriculum and time to 
get class. Yet, one more time 
frame still remains, and that is 
the time past Sept. 4, 2007 that 
trimesters will still be a staple 
at Seaholm.

The closing of the snack bar has had many negative reprecus-
sions, and students are hungry for more food.
                                                 Photo by Jack Rokicki
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Less problematic, but 
equally as puzzling, are the 
large window panes that 
protrude from the otherwise 
box-shaped gym.  It was widely 
rumored that these so called 
“gills” were actually designed 
as balconies for photography 
as well as video-taping during 
athletic contests in the new 
gym.  Though they are capable 
of producing a video feed, 
there is no way to access the 
gills safely.

Another shortcoming is the 
lack of seating in comparison 
to the old gym.  This problem is 
especially frustrating because 
of the blank fourth wall on the 
far side of the gym.  

Back in 2003, the 
Birmingham Public School 
district successfully passed a 
$102.8 million bond proposal 
to rebuild and completely 
renovate the district’s eight 
elementary schools, two 
middle schools and BCS.  An 
additional $32 million was 
approved for use at Groves 
and Seaholm, specifically 
for updated indoor athletic 
facilities.  Of that $32 million, 
more than half was designated 
to build a new three-court 
gym and eight-lane pool at 
Seaholm.

Despite all of the hype, 
many students have voiced 
concern over some details of the 
supposedly top-dollar facilities 
at Seaholm.  However, many 
of these rumored shortcomings 
are misconceptions about the 
project.

According to both Piper 

and Frank, students mustn’t 
worry about the so-called 
“water shortage” in the current 
gym’s layout.  In the plan 
for construction, the lack of 
drinking fountains is only 
temporary, as there will be 
eight brand new fountains in 
the corridor that connects the 
new gym and the new pool.  
One of the main reasons for 
this is to keep the water off of 

the new gym floor, but keep 
them easily accessible for 
student athletes in the gym.

As for the empty wall in the 
gym, a fourth set of bleachers 
is still likely to be added.  

“There was supposed to 
be a fourth set of bleachers on 
that end wall that’s blank right 
now,” said Piper.  

 Frank reiterated that in the 
original plans a fourth wall of 
bleachers was indeed included, 
and that he is confident that at 
some point they will be added 
to accommodate more fans.

“I think those bleachers 
were initially going to be the 
same height as the other ones, 
but during the process [the 
contractors] shrunk the gym a 
little bit,” said Frank, which 
in turn shrank the size of the 
bleachers making the balconies 
unreachable.  

However, the original plans 
only called for gills to break 
up the flat wall on the façade 

of the building, and were not 
originally intended for any 
media usage.  

“They didn’t want a big 
flat wall because it looks too 
institutional,” said Piper. “Once 
we did that, we realized that it 
creates a nice platform that we 
could maybe fit a tripod up on, 
and film from.”

Despite clarification on 
ongoing work in the gym, other 
problems with the construction 
arose with questions about what 
was happening to the old pool.  
According to early plans, the 
pool was set to be renovated 

into what the administration 
described as a “fully equipped 
public fitness center.”  As of 
now, it is still the hope of Mr. 
Piper to keep the facility open 
to the public, although the 
contents of the fitness center 
are still uncertain.

“In the very beginning, it 
was certainly part of the hope 
that we would fully equip the 
room as part of the bond,” said 
Frank.  “However, at some 
point during the bidding of 
construction contracts, the 
[BPS Planning] Board took 
the equipment out of the 
actual bond issue.”  Frank said 
he’s confident that with the 
completion of the room, new 
equipment will be included.

Piper added that more funds 
may be needed.  

“We’re going to raise some 
money from booster clubs and 
different other organizations,” 
he said.

That would pay for more 
cardio equipment, more 
weight equipment, and even a 
wall of televisions in front of 
the treadmills.

As for the new pool, 
everyone was positive about 
the progress being made 
and insisted that things were 
running smoothly.  Barton 
Malow will not give an exact 
timetable for completion, but 
the project was originally 
scheduled for completion in 
August, 2008, and both Piper 
and Frank are optimistic that it 
will be completed even earlier.  

“The good thing is we’re 
on budget and we’re ahead of 
schedule, which is nice,” said 
Piper.

Piper: New Bleachers, Drinking Fountains Are Coming

When it’s completed, this is how the new pool should look. Com-
bined with the cost of the new gym the total comes to $18 million.
	 	 	 	 	 Graphic	courtesy	BPS
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 Like with many large 
construction projects that hang 
their hats on sheer, massive 
size, the new Seaholm indoor 
athletic facilities grab the 
attention of the 
student body at 
first glance. 
 A n d 
much like many 
projects that 
simply go for 
“big,” the facility 
hasn’t been able 
to escape missteps 
along its path to 
finished product. 

T a k e , 
for example the 
planned “indoor 
workout and 
fitness facility.” 

T h e 
administration has aspirations 
for opening up the facility to 
the public, and seems very 
optimistic about the whole 
situation.   There 
is, at present time, only one 
issue that looms over this 
portion of the project: What 
will we put in it? 

The fact that a school 
can put as much money into a 
building upgrade as the school 
has (an estimated $18-$19 
million) and yet does not have 
the money to invest in new and 
additional equipment to fill the 

area is a problem. 
A big problem. 
Both principal Terry 

Piper and Athletic Director 
Aaron Frank say that they 
aren’t worried about the 
equipment, and that they have 

other ways of 
funding it. 

S t i l l , 
this gaffe is 
i n e x c u s a b l e 
c o n s i d e r i n g 
the amount of 
money we had 
to work with. 

H o w 
can you blow 
through nearly 
$20 million and 
not even address 
the main purpose 
of one third of 
your project, the 
fitness facility?

This miscue is being 
played off as a minor, easily 
correctable issue. However, the 
fact that it is even something 
that has to be dealt with makes 
us wonder how we got here.

Our hope is that, unlike 
with the drinking fountains, the 
clocks, the bleachers and the 
video booths, the powers-that-
be take a proactive approach.

Fixing yet another 
minor detail after the fact could 
cost major money -- money 
that, in this tough economy, 
may not be as easy to get as 
some think.

Far From Minor, We 
Think Fitness Center 
Needs Major Help

OUR VIEW:
A	 Proactive	 ap-
proach	 to	 sup-
ply	 the	 proposed	
fitness center is 
needed. We can’t 
afford to fix an-
other thing after-
the-fact.
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The Greek Islands in Birmingham is 
popular for breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner. It is open 7 days a week. The lines 
can get long though, so it may be a 
good idea to call ahead or get carry out.

Our Pick: The Greek Islands’ 
Special Salad (small)

What’s All the 
Fuss about ‘A’ 
Brunch?

Students’ eating habits are out of sync 
after the early morning time for lunch
Amelia Carpenter
Staff Writer

Lunch was a distant memory some four hours away 
when it started at 2:00pm. Senior Max Klindt’s stomach was 
be going nuts, and there’s no question; he was embarrassed. 

People in his class were feeling awkward listening to the 
churning tune, “Starvation Setting In” by the stomach of Max 
Klindt. 

The people sitting around him kept looking over as if to 
say, does he know how freaking loud it is?

“My stomach is just saying ‘FEED ME’,” said Klindt, 
“It’s hard to make it through class.”

School administrators did not think about people like 
Max, or embarrassing stomach paranoia in general, when 
they made the lunch-well…a breakfast schedule.

“It’s like eating two breakfasts a day,” said junior 
Leslie Armstrong. “And then you eat so much when you get 
home.”

Senior Amanda Marcuson didn’t even eat lunch one day. 
She drove to the local coffee shop (where feisty Birmingham 
residents would overpopulate the place) only to realize that 
coffee was the only appetizing thing for her on the menu. 
Even that ended in disappointment.

“I had the worst cup of coffee from Starbucks,” Marcuson. 
“It’s so early, I’m not even hungry for anything.”

Senior Alex Duncan (and his mother) agreed that it was 
ridiculously early to eat lunch.

“I was telling my mom what time I had lunch and she 
thought it was absolutely ridiculous,” said Duncan.

Whether or not one feels cafeteria food is appetizing, 
most will argue that at 10:00 in the morning, it is anything 
but tasty.

“A Lunch [stinks],” said freshman Charles Santa, “I just 
pack a lunch because of what’s in the cafeteria.”

Students involved in after school activities or who have 
jobs typically do not plan on being hungry again until dinner 
time. Having had to eat at 10:00, by the end of the school day, 
most people are ready for a snack, if not a meal.

“Because of A Lunch, people eat more after school,” 
said junior Sylvie Turner, “If you have a sport or work after 
school, it just does not work out.” 

Some teachers agree that it is too early to think about 
eating anything considered lunch food. 

“Because I’m a teacher with no 3rd hour class, I have my 
choice of A or B lunch,” Mr. Wilhelm, math teacher, said.  “I 
choose to eat during the second lunch because it’s too early 
to eat lunch at 10:00.”

Principal, Terry Piper, shares the inside scoop about the 
crack-of-dawn A lunch.

“We had two choices, and that was to have the first lunch 
at 10:11 and the second at 11:22 OR the first lunch at 11:22 
and the second at 12:10,” said Piper, “The problem was that 
people assigned to B lunch would be through 4/5 of the day 
before they could eat.”

Senior Max Klindt pulls up to the McDonalds Drive Thru. The only options for food, were off of the Breakfast Menu.
Photo by Jessica Miller

All photos taken by Jessica Malen, Chelsea Lene, and Stephanie Browne 

I love eating at 
Greek islands 

because it has really 
good food and served 
really fast

Junior Emma Hubbard

4 Highdefinition
October 3, 2007



The Greek Islands in Birmingham is 
popular for breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner. It is open 7 days a week. The lines 
can get long though, so it may be a 
good idea to call ahead or get carry out.

Our Pick: The Greek Islands’ 
Special Salad (small)

Potbelly is a really good place to go for lunch. They are 
known for their milkshakes and sandwiches of all kind. The 
prices range from around $4 and up for a sandwich.

Our Pick: Turkey Sub

Junior Leslie Armstrong

What if you don’t want to go to a restaurant? Plum 
Market could be your solution. They have pretty 
much everything under the sun to fit your lunch-
time needs. There are prepared gourmet foods, 
salad bar, a café, and a deli.  They open at 8 am 
and close at 9 pm.

Our Pick: Salad Bar

I usually go to Plum because 
it’s close

It’s like eating two breakfasts a day...
and then you eat so much when you 
get home

I love eating at 
Greek islands 

because it has really 
good food and served 
really fast

Junior Teresa Patterson
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How close is too close?

 “Face-to-Face and 
leave some space.”
This is the motto for school 
dances at high schools like 
Groves, Novi, and Athens. But 
here at Seaholm, the “lenient” 
staff lets students do as they 
please and test the boundaries, 
only stepping in when things 
appear to have “gone too far”, 
commonly leaving students 
asking, where is the line?
 Seaholm, like many 
schools in the area, allows 
students to bring guest from 
other schools as long as 
they, like Seaholm’s kids, 
bring their ID. Judging by 
the number of students from 
surrounding schools that 
attend Seaholm dances, this is 
obviously a good deal.  You 
may hear one of these non-
Seaholmers exclaim how the 
dancing at Seaholm would 
“never be ok” at their school. 
It would appear as though 

the Seaholm population has 
been given a privilege they 
don’t even realize. Assistant 
principal Dab Boyer agrees, 
saying that compared to other 
schools Seaholm staff is much 
more “realistic” and “lenient” 
about what they allow 
students to do at dances.
 “Every generation 
has dances moves that older 
generations don’t really 
understand or approve of,” 
said Boyer, “but dances are 
for you kids to have fun, so 
we only step in when we think 
things have gone too far.”
 So the real question 
is, what is too far? Seniors Flo 
Yates and Wendy Stein agree 
they have “no clue” what 
actually is acceptable and 
exactly what crosses the line.
 “I don’t think I’ve 
ever actually known why I’ve 
gotten yelled at,” said Yates 
with a laugh.
 Though its clear in 
the minds of the staff, that 
reportedly check with one 

another before approaching 
a student, student minds are 
blurred when it comes to 
acceptable dancing.
	 Some	find	the	lack	
of a policy like face-to-face 
confusing but, it also “makes 
dances more fun” said junior 
Dana Sorenson, who has 
attended dances at other 
schools, with stricter policies.
 Seaholm dances may 
be more fun that other dances, 
and may even be “the norm,” 
as stated by the new assistant 
principal Stacy Peterson.
 But there are students, 
like senior Wendy Stein who 
think Seaholm dances are “out 
of control.”
 The opinions of 
Seaholm dances seem to range 
from one end of the spectrum 
to the other, only further 
pressing the question of where 
the lines lays and when staff 
will draw it for students to 
clearly see.  

Ashley Harte
Photo Editor

These couples may have been posing for the camera, but the question is can you dance this close?
                                                      Photo by Hayley Landgraff

Students Overcome Challenges
6	 Lifestyles

Jessica Miller
Staff Writer

Despite Rule, Students Still Smoking
SMOKE from PAGE 1

   When junior Lucy Keller 
looks at her dinner plate she 
will not see any dairy, raw 
fruits, vegetables, or wheat, 
and that’s just the start of it. 
Her usual dinner consists 
of grilled chicken, steamed 
carrots, and a baked potato 
without the skin. 
It’s not she’s a picky eater or 
has	a	finicky	palette.
   If she doesn’t follow these 
guidelines, thirty minutes later 
the stabbing pains in her lower 
abdomen will return.
   Keller began to feel a slight 
discomfort in her stomach 
while vacationing up north 
with a friend. After arriving 
home and still having pain, 
Keller decided to go see a 
doctor. It took a week for the 
doctors to diagnose exactly 
what Keller had. 
   “It was really frustrating to 
be in so much pain and not 
know what the cause of it 
was,” Keller said. 
	 	 	 They	 first	 thought	 it	 was	
E Coli or Salmonella, but a 
second doctor told her that she 
had a yeast infection in her 
esophagus. He urged her to 
go to the hospital to check for 
possible symptoms of Crohn’s 
Disease.
    Keller was hospitalized 
for	 five	 days.	 Two	 blood	
transfusions later, Keller 
checked out of the hospital, 
and into a new world that 
revealed lots of limitations to 
her everyday life. 
She was placed on a strict 
diet, not allowed to exercise, 
and found herself constantly 
exhausted. 
   Only recently has Keller been 
able to go out of the house and 
be with her friends.
While not terminal, the 
disease	 will	 poses	 significant	
obstacles. 
 “This disease is not 
life threatening, it’s life 
challenging,” Keller said. “It’s 
something I will have to live 

with for the rest of my life.”
Keller is not the only student 
who has learned to manage 
the challenges they live with 
everyday. 
  Junior Allie Gasiorowski 
has lived with a heart disease 
since she was a little girl. 
She has already had two 
valve replacements and will 
probably have one more once 
she	is	finished	growing.	
During the summers, 
Gasiorowski goes to camp for 
kids with heart conditions in 
Minnesota, and has made a lot 
of lifelong friends. 
  Despite her challenges, 
Gasiorowski is always putting 
others before herself. 
Gasiorowski is an avid 
member of the Seaholm’s 
theatre community. It was 
while playing her biggest role 
– Lefou – in Beauty and the 
Beast that Allie became close 
friends with Groves’ graduate 
Grant Anderson ‘06. 
   Last month, Anderson’s van 
struck a parked truck in Canada, 
near the Blue Water Bridge. 
The accident left Anderson 
is seriously injured and in a 
coma. Now when Gasiorowski 
goes up on stage, she takes a 
part of Grant with her. 
   “Everything I do in theater 
is going to be dedicated to 
Grant because he was such 
a great role model and he 

taught me everything I know,” 
Gasiorowski said. 
   Senior Alex Duncan faces 
the challenges of high school 
from a different perspective 
– a wheelchair. 
   Duncan was diagnosed with 
Cerebral Palsy at birth because 
he did not have enough 
oxygen while being born. 
Duncan’s daily challenges 
are his homework, especially 
math. His favorite thing about 
Seaholm is the dances. 
   “I dance so hard that I break 
the bolts off of my foot pedals,” 
said Duncan, who has only 
recently gained the strength to 
learn how to walk. 
    Perhaps his desire to perform 
originates from his appreciation 
of entertainer Regis Philbin.
In fact, Duncan just may be 
Philbin’s number one fan. 
Duncan met Philbin once at 
a performance in Detroit and 
made quite the impression.
   “I told him I had a TV in my 
bathroom,” Duncan laughed as 
recalled the meeting.
   Philbin then laughed and 
delivered the punchline.
“‘TMI Alex!’ He told me,” 
Duncan said, “TMI!”
  While making Philbin 
– a comedian himself – 
laugh, Duncan’s proudest 
accomplishment was being on 
the honor roll last year. 

Senior Alex Duncan enjoys a laugh as he remembers his meeting 
with Regis Philbin.                           Photo by Jessica Miller

   Each student served a four-
hour detention, a common 
punishment	 for	 a	 first-time	
offense. But for a second time 
offense, Boyer 
won’t hesitate to 
call the police.
   “It’s usually 
around $100 for 
the ticket, plus 
expensive court 
costs,” Boyer 
said.
   Despite the 
administration’s 
h a r s h 
pun ishments , 
these smokers 
agree on one 
thing: it’s not 
being enforced.
   One smoker 
admits, “I’ve 
been talked 
to once, but 
that’s it, and there were no 
consequences.”
   The other student agrees that 
“no one really gets caught, and 

if they do, there really isn’t a 
punishment.”
   Boyer admits it is hard 
to monitor Seaholm’s large 
campus with two parking lots.  
   “We do try to enforce. There’s 

no doubt about 
it,” she said.
The parking 
lot attendant, 
Doreen Moore, 
has her hands 
full. In order 
for her to 
monitor both 
parking lots, 
she must drive 
c o m p l e t e l y 
around the 
school.
   “She’s my 
eyes outside 
the building, 
and it’s her 
job to track 
down those 

students,” said Boyer.
   If the problem is consistent, 
Boyer suggested enlisting 
faculty members to keep an eye 
out in the prime places during 

lunch and passing time.
   It also doesn’t help that adults 
have been smoking on campus, 
too. The cafeteria workers 
smoking on the Lincoln side 
of the building have brought to 
Boyer’s attention as well. 
   “We’ve talked to the cafeteria 
workers about violating this 
rule…[it’s] not good role-
modeling for the students.”
   One of the students thought he 
was safe by crossing Cranbrook 
to smoke, off Seaholm’s 
campus. However, according 
to Seaholm’s handbook, it’s 
illegal to smoke “anywhere a 
student can be seen from the 
school.” Boyer even mentioned 
students had to be “1000 feet 
from Seaholm’s grounds.” 
   These strict rules apply for 
students and administration 
alike. While students may 
disagree on the best time and 
place to smoke, Boyer says one 
thing’s for sure : this behavior 
is simply “unacceptable.”

Ciagrette buds are found all 
over the Seaholm grounds, 
yet little has been done to 
combat the smoking prob-
lem. 

Photo by Mia Morandi
It’s pretty inconvenient. I have to take 
Northlawn every day instead, and the cops 
patrol that like crazy, so you really have 
to watch your speed. It adds an extra 5-10 
minutes.                 Ryan Peck, senior.

Lincoln Road Sends Students On Detours
The bridge on Lincoln, past the Southfield intersection is closed until mid-De-
cember. The construction is forcing many students to find new routes for their 
daily commute.
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New Assistant Principal Staci Peterson has already made an impact on the Seaholm community, one student name at a time.    
  

Photo by Caelan Keenan

From U.P. to AP: New Asst. Principal Joins Seaholm 
Caelan Keenan
Staff Writer

   Chances are, we don’t view our school as a showcase for 
the latest and greatest in computer technology. But this 
year, 4,000 computers may change that. Financed by the 
district’s $4 million bond, BPS has dispatched a whole 
fleet of the latest computers along with 1,000 printers and 
gadgets to Seaholm and other district schools this year. 
   It is just one of many 
changes in what has been 
a drastically new year 
here at Seaholm. Seaholm 
seniors seem akin to relics 
from another time; grizzled 
elders reminiscing with 
wide-eyed freshmen about 
times, when every Tuesday 
and Thursday meant an 
extra 90 minutes of sleep, 
when bagels and cookies 
as big as your head were 
available at all hours of the 
day and when one crinkled 
dollar bill could buy you a 
Pepsi. The new computers 
could comparably be 
an easy change to miss. 
Still, Assistant Principal 
Deb Boyer feels it was an 
important choice to make.
   “We have to role 
model for our students,” 
she explained. “So it’s important to stay current 
and systems slow down as they get older.” 
   Seaholm’s previous system was nearly seven years old 
and the district consensus was that a change was in order. 
However, the only way for the district to fund such a huge 
project was through a bond issue that the community had to 
vote on. Although the bond passed with a good level of local 
support, some remained skeptical. How could  BPS stomach 
such a massive investment when seven teachers had to be laid 
off at Seaholm alone? The numbers didn’t seem to add up.
   The answer comes down to the way schools are funded.
   “I understand there’s a lot of dichotomy,” Boyer said. 
“There are two separate funding streams, so we can 
determine locally if we want to have new computers but we 

can’t control salary in a district. That’s why we can afford to 
have new computers but we had to lay off seven teachers… 
Legally we can’t pay any salary through bond issues.”
  BPS Executive Director of Technology Lisa Martinico explained 
further, adding, “This is the only way that our community can go 
out and get money. This is totally different than operating dollars.”

   So far, the 
reaction to the 
new technology 
has been largely 
positive and the 
district has had few 
overall problems 
implementing the 
new system. Most 
existing complaints 
seem to be directed 
at the new version 
of Microsoft Word, 
the most frequently 
used program at 
Seaholm. Some 
students have had 
trouble navigating 
the new version’s 
complex menus so 
they can do simple 
tasks like saving or 
printing their work. 
Still, after a class 

period or two in the lab, most students seem to be finding their way.
   Also among the new technology is an updated edition of the 
Microsoft Office suite and a networked version of Outlook 
Web Access, which has replaced the old Groupwise system. 
Although it isn’t quite as straightforward and user-friendly as 
Groupwise, Outlook offers a much larger range of features. 
In addition, the district hopes it will not suffer from the 
connection lapses that occasionally plagued Groupwise in its 
last days and left students unable to access the e-mail system. 
   Still, some things haven’t changed. Sites like Facebook and 
Myspace remain blocked and the new printers can still be felled 
by troublesome paper jams. Students will also be keeping their 
IDs close for the next few weeks, since access passwords are 
the same old jumbles of random numbers and letters as always.

New Technology Arrives at Seaholm in Time for the New Year
Chelsea Lane
Deputy Lifestyle Editor

The Dell desktop PCs, complete with slim screens and new software look better 
and move faster, but take time getting used to.             Photo by Chelsea Lane

   Stay true and Go Blue. 
   That’s the decision that Varsity 
Girl’s Lacrosse coach Jennifer 
Dunbar, made when she took 
a job at the University of 
Michigan coaching women’s 
lacrosse; while maintaining 
her duties with the Maples.
   After leading the Maples to 
the 2007 State Championship, 
Dunbar caught the eye 
of the Maize and Blue.
   Along with her coaching 
ability, Dunbar had a lasting 
impression on the university.

   “I have never actually 
seen Jennifer coach in a 
game,” Associate Director of 
Recreational Sports Jan Wells. 
“However my impression 
upon meeting her was a good 
one. She is very pleasant and 
knowledgeable of Lacrosse.”
   U of M officials said Dunbar 
is currently working with the 
team outside of practice in 
preparation for this spring.
   The position is not officially 
at the collegiate varsity 
level at U of M – it’s a club 

Maize and Blue, 
and Seaholm Too

sport there – so the pay 
and duties will necessitate 
an exit from Seaholm.
   “In reality the money 
offered wasn’t significant 
enough to choose one job 
or the other, so I decided to 
coach both teams,” Dunbar 
said. “I really enjoy coaching 
the girls here at Seaholm and 
I just couldn’t leave; they 
are truly a special group.” 
   Dunbar returns a solid 
core for next year, but did 
lose 12 players from last 
year’s championship squad. 
   Senior Co-captain Maddie 
Palmer said, with the 

help of Dunbar, winning 
will not be a problem
   “We have a solid core of 
players, primarily based 
on senior players,” Palmer 
said. “Emmy Schiedt, 
Allison Brown, Katie 
Stevens, as well as myself, 
are returning this season.”   
   “I am not worried about 
winning, I feel we can 
win,” Dunbar agreed. “Even 
though we lost some key 
players, we have some crucial 
returning players who have 
seen enough playing time to 
lead the team this season.”  

Women’s lacrosse coach will lead the 
University of Michigan’s club team 
while staying with the Maples  
Adam Small
Sports Editor

   The correct pronunciation of names like Bernacki, 
Ruedisuelli, and Coveyou is common knowledge among 
Seaholm students. Most even know the names of teachers 
they have never had in class before. But ever wonder if 
Seaholm’s adults have the same ability with our student 
body? Can a staff of 120 memorize the names of 1200 
students? Better yet; can a single assistant principal?
   It’s a tall order, but Ms. Staci Peterson already has a 
better track record than most. 
   In an effort to familiarize herself with student life at 
Seaholm, Peterson makes it a point to experience as many 
student activities and sporting events as possible.
   “It’s very important to me,” said Peterson.
   She feels knowing each student by name is a great way 
to get a well-rounded impression of the student body. She 
tries to actively learn and remember the names of average 
students every day. 
   “I may have to ask students to remind me of their 
name,” she said, but the act itself is being recognized and 
appreciated by many. 
   “It was really great to see her at our Cross Country meet,” 
said Susie Plaggemars, of Peterson’s recent appearance at 
the Seaholm versus Groves meet at Beverly Park.
   Before moving to the Birmingham School District, Ms. 
Peterson had roots in Marquette, Michigan where she was 
not only an Assistant Principal at Marquette Senior High 
School for four years, but also taught high school science. 
In addition, she coached varsity cross country, track and 
field and middle school basketball. 
   Peterson’s first impressions of the Seaholm community 
are definitely positive ones. 
   “I am really impressed with Seaholm students’ behavior 
and their willingness to walk up and start a conversation 
with me,” said Peterson. 
   She believes this says a lot about students’ families and 
the Birmingham community. 
   Peterson has also found another agreeable aspect of 
Seaholm.
   “The lunch periods rock.”
   In addition, she believes open lunch “gives students a 
nice break in the day and is also an opportunity for good 
decision making.” 
   Outside of school, Peterson is adjusting to family life in 
the Oakland County area. She has two children, ages 7 and 
3 and loves the neighborhoods of Birmingham.
   “It’s a very walkable city,” said Peterson. “There is a sense 
of pride and a focus on the kids within the community.” 
   Peterson is also very proud of her accomplishment last 
May; training for and completing her very first marathon.
   Making this her fifth year as an Assistant Principal, 
Peterson has every intention of many more to come. Lucky 
for us Peterson is an easy name to pronounce. 
   It is also a name that will not be soon forgotten.

She feels knowing each student 
by name is a great way to get a 
well-rounded impression of the 
student body
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   Going into the school year, 
Mark Davison had a decision 
to make – soccer or tennis? 
   “It’s my senior year and I 
wanted to play both sports,” 
said Davison. “I don’t like it.”  
   Davison, a senior, had to pick 
between playing two sports that 
he had a tremendous history in.  
He had been playing soccer 
s i n c e 

elementary school and tennis 
for almost as long, so making 
his decision was really 
difficult.
    “Honestly, I have no idea 
why tennis got dragged into 
Title IX considering it is a 
volleyball issue,” Davison 
said. “It doesn’t make any 
sense.” 
   Davison’s decision was 

Andrew Green
Staff Writer

The decision was hard, 
but it had to be made

Freshman Nick Shaheen

   He set the shot up perfectly. Just 
a weak return was all the opponent 
could muster. Doink.
   So with the ball now spinning on 
his side of the court, he played a drop 
shot barely over the net. Dink
   After another weak return, he 
shifted his weight to the ball and fired 
a backhand into the back left corner 
for a winner. Thwack!
   Happy with his execution, he flashed 
a quick, silent fist pump, but just for a 
moment. It’s on to the next point.
   This tough, grind-it-out type of 
point that is what defines a player like 

Brian Palmeri
Staff Writer

Boys Tennis
2-3
2 - 2nd place finishes (Novi Invite, and 
Grosse Pointe Invite)
Injury Report: Hank Carpenter (9) is 
recovering from a heel injury, but is 
currently playing.
“As a young team, experiencing 
growing pains is expected, but 
as the season progresses we will 
mature as a team.” – Andrew Green 
(12) Varsity Captain
Upcoming Matches:
 OAA Div. 1 Tournament 
10/06
 Brother Rice 10/09
 MHSAA Regionals 10/11
 Detroit Country Day 10/16

Boys Football
3-3
Victorious in Homecoming Game 
against North Farmington High 
School

   The Seaholm Swimmin’ Women 
crashed Groves’ party in a big way 
this month with a 101-85 victory.  It 
was the first home meet in the history 
of the new Groves Natatorium, not to 
mention a show down between two 
very bitter cross-town rivals.  For 
the home team Falcons, the reining 
Division II State Champions of the 
past four years, it would have only 
been fitting to continue their dynasty 
in the new pool.  Thursday, September 
6, the Seaholm Swimmin’ Women 
made it clear that they had other plans 
to begin a dynasty of their own.
    “It feels absolutely amazing, said 
ecstatic junior Lauren Nichols after 
the win.  “Like I could go out to a 
rooftop and shout out to everyone 
that we finally beat Groves.  It feels 
like we have finally accomplished 
our goal of beating our cross-town 
rivals.”
   The Seaholm victory marked the 
first time the team has beaten Groves 
in a dual meet since this year’s seniors 
have been in high school.  Led by 
Eccentric Newspapers’ 2006 Coach 
of the Year, Karl Hodgson, and in the 
water by Nichols, who was last year’s 
50-yard freestyle State title winner as 
a sophomore, the Swimmin’ Women 
took control of the meet by sweeping 
the backstroke and breaststroke 
events.     
 Seaholm is 4-0 and are 
favorites for the Division II State 
Championship this year,

Hunter Stenback
Staff Writer

Freshman Graham Gettel sets his 
stance to win the rally against Troy 
High.                   Photo by Jess Miller

“We worked together on all 
cylinders, and gave the crowd a 
good game” –Jack Rokicki (12) 
Varsity Defensive tackle.
Upcoming Games:

Southfield 10/05
Southfield Lathrup 10/12
Groves High School 10/19

Girls Volleyball
3-1
Injury Report: Senior Stud Jessica 
Miller Recovering from injury hopes 
to return in 1-2 weeks. However the 
team is not strayed as they are lead 
by Junior Caitlyn Louche.
Upcoming Matches:
 Farmington 10/04
 Troy 10/09
 Mt. Morris Tournament 
10/13

Boys Soccer
7-2-1
Injury Report: Captain Brian Finley 
(12) is currently missing game 
action due to a hamstring injury.
“The season is going great, and 

we continue 
to grow, as 
does our team 
chemistry.”- 
Thor Eriksen 
(11)
Upcoming 
Matches:
 Troy 
High School 
10/04
 Fenton 
High School 
10/08
 R. Oak 
High School 
10/09

Boys  Water Polo
Injury report: Brad Sweeney (11) has 
a broken nose and will be out until 

states.
“Season is going great, fortunately 
it seems that all the top teams 
are evenly matched so the 
championship is up for grabs”- 
Morgan Priestley (12)
Upcoming Matches:
 Groves Tournament 10/05
 Saline High School 10/08
 Groves 10/10

Boys Cross Country
“we performing well, but it is 
sometimes hard to cover the 
homework”- Sonjklot Hankamjutpai
Captains: Ted Howard (12), Michael 
Bender (12)
Upcoming Matches:
 Oakland County Invite 
10/06
 Oxford Invite 10/12
 OAA Division 1 Meet 10/18

Girls Cross Country
Captains: Jordan Barnett (11), Caelan 
Keenan (12), Danielle Mueller (12)
Injury Report: Alex Mathews (10) OUT 
WITH Knee Injury, 
“I think so far our team’s 
performance is great, and everyone 
is improving from last season”- 
Wendy Stein (12)
Upcoming Matches:
 Oakland County Invite 
10/06
 Oxford Invite 10/12
 OAA Division 1 Meet 10/18

Girls Golf
Injury Report: Jessica Miller out with 
a broken metatarsal
“The season was very challenging 
this year, but I feel it was a 
successful one.”
Upcoming Match(s)
 MHSAA Regional 
Tournament 

Senior defensive lineman Justin Johnson stopped Adams’ ball 
carrier here, but the Maples weren’t able to stop the High-
landers, 44-20.                                        Photo by Mia Morandi

prompted from a shuffling of 
the sports deck, courtesy of 
the MHSAA, and spurred by a 
decade-old lawsuit.
   The whole situation started 
in 1998 when a few parents of 
volleyball players complained 
because they felt that their 
children were missing out 
on scholarship possibilities.  
Before the switch, there were 
six girls’ seasons that were 
at different times than the 

traditional 
seasons.  But after years of 
fighting, the case (Title IX) 
finally made it to the Supreme 
Court, and the parents won, and 
the seasons were switched.
    The truth is that the Fall is 
a shorter season, and because 
of that, it is deemed the worse 
of the two seasons (fall and 
spring).  Because guys had 

most of the 
“ b e t t e r ” 
seasons in 
the eyes of 
the court, 
tennis got 
s w i t c h e d 
to help 
M i c h i g a n 
high school 
a t h l e t i c s 
b e c o m e 
more equal 
as a whole.
    Keith 
B e r n a c k i , 
the varsity 
t e n n i s 
c o a c h , 
worked at 
O a k l a n d 
H i l l s 
C o u n t r y 
Club over 
the summer.  
There, he 
c o a c h e s 
many Seaholm students 
including Davison.
    “I talked to coach Bernacki 
a few times over the summer 
at Oakland Hills about what 
I was going to do,” Davison 
said “I felt bad, but it’s just the 
nature of the situation,” 
    Like Davison, Nick Shaheen, 

a freshman, also had to choose 
to play soccer over tennis.  
However, Shaheen had other 
pressures to take care of. 
    His father, Peter, who 
teaches here at Seaholm and 
the JV Tennis coach, wanted 
Nick to play tennis.  His 
mother however wanted him 

to play soccer because of the 
team aspect that she felt tennis 
lacked.
    “The decision was very 
hard, but it had to be made,” 
Nick said. “I picked soccer 
because it is easier to play 
tennis outside of school than 
it is to play soccer.  This is a 

temporary solution though, 
and at the end of the year I am 
going to re-evaluate what I 
want to do.”  
    One of the many problems 
with the seasons switching, is 
the fact that students have to 
choose between the lesser of 
two evils and not what they 
want to do.  Plus, the decision 
was made recently enough 
that many people didn’t get 
enough time to come to a firm 
decision.
However, for Alex Lipa, Title 
IX actually helped her athletic 
schedule.  Lipa, one of the top 
female golfers in the state, has 
been unable to play softball 
because it, like girls golf, was 
in the spring.   Bit with the golf 
season moving to fall, softball 
is now a possibility for Lipa.
    “My initial reaction to hearing 
about the season switch was 
excitement, because I could 
now play both sports,” Lipa 
said, who had a lengthy history 
in both sports before having to 
make her decision freshman 
year.  
    Lipa plans on training hard to 
get back into softball form, but 
is excited about the upcoming 
chance to play.

Tennis or soccer? That was the decision the author himself faced for the Fall sports 
season.  Ultimately, he chose the racket over the soccer ball.
        Photo by Mia Morandi

Same Sports, New Seasons
Reaction Mixed As Title IX 
Decision Opens Doors For 
Some, Closes Them For Others

Graham Gettel. This time the victim 
was Troy.
   Not flashy or loud, Gettel plays 
the game patiently, waiting for his 
opportunity. Once you make a mistake 
though, he’ll seize the chance and 
make you pay. 
   By the way, he’s a just freshman.
   Gettel is one of just a handful who 
has the ability to play on the varsity 
level in their first year at Seaholm. 
While the challenges have been there, 
almost all of these athletes seem to 
have been able to conquer the tests 
that they have been faced with at 
the highest level of high school 
competition.
   Alex Gothard, another freshman, 
has worked her way into the regular 
rotation for the varsity volleyball 
team and has felt more and more 
comfortable every day.
   “I feel I can really be myself around 
the team,” she said.  “The experience 
has definitely given me a lot of 
confidence in myself.”
   For some freshman athletes, making 
varsity wasn’t only an option; it was 
what they were aiming for during 
tryouts. At least one of those was 
Gettel.
   “I wanted to get a good team 
experience and play with some 
different players,” he said. “So 
yeah, I guess I was trying to make 
[varsity].” 
   While he is noticeably shy, Gettel’s 
actions speak loudly enough, as he 
has positioned himself as one of the 

Maples’ top players in less than a 
year.
   “You can tell he follows along with 
the group dynamic and does a lot of 
watching and listening,” said Keith 
Bernacki, Gettel’s coach on varsity. 
“But when he is playing, you see the 
confidence, the ability, the intensity 
he has. I think the future is definitely 
bright for him.”
   Teammates have realized Gettel’s 
shy nature and have done what they 
can to help accommodate him, but 
they all admit that once on the court, 
it’s a completely different person.
   “When you watch Graham play, he 
is a lot like himself in the fact that he 
isn’t overly aggressive; but you can 
tell the confidence he has. There is no 
doubt that he believes he’s going to 
win every time he plays,” said senior 
teammate Evan Frederick.
   Of the 428 athletes competing in 
a fall sport, only 40 of them are in 
their first year of high school, and 
a majority of those are on the swim 
team, which only has a varsity squad. 
To put it simply, making varsity as a 
freshman is a feat not many can say 
they’ve accomplished.
   Last year, Jack Quigly made his 
mark as one of the best young athletes 
in the school as he saw extended time 
on the varsity basketball and baseball 
teams. This year, as a returning 
varsity player, he doesn’t anticipate 
any added pressure to succeed.
   “I’m familiar with the system and 
how the teams work, so I don’t think 
there will be much pressure,” Quigly 
said. 
   He would admit that the level of 
competition was different than what 
he’d seen in the past, however.
“The games were definitely faster, 

and the players were bigger,” but he 
added that “the upperclassmen really 
helped me out,” with the transition.  

Aside from the physical demands 
that the varsity level brings, being 
a freshman on varsity creates some 
other problems for young athletes.

“Practice and matches have cut into 
my homework time,” said Gettel. 
“For right now, I’m just adjusting my 
schedule around tennis.” 

Gothard can attest to the time crunch, 
as she has also had to do some 
schedule shifting in order to fit in 
time for academics.

“Sometimes I will be up really late 
[to do homework], but I don’t mind,” 
he said. “I just have to work harder 
and plan my homework very well.”

Needless to say, these rookies have 
a lot on their plates. Juggling a 
demanding athletics schedule, a 
heavier homework load and the 
general challenge of adjusting to 
a new school can lead to a very 
stressful lifestyle. Fortunately, 
coaches understand the situation they 
face when they put freshmen on their 
team.  

“I think that when you have a freshman 
who is physically ready to play at 
the varsity level you don’t want to 
change your philosophy,” said varsity 
baseball coach Don Watchowski. “But 
obviously yes, from an emotional and 
personal perspective, you’ve got to 
adjust a little. There’s a lot of new 
stuff for them at that age.”

From The Volleyball To Tennis 
Courts, These Rookies Can Play

Fabulous Freshmen Step Up Swimmers 4-0 
After Big Win
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