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Seaholm Welcomes Syrian Students
  *Interviews with the Far-
awatis were done fully in 
Arabic and were translated 
by Mr. Hamka.
   The start to a new year at 
Seaholm is a tumultuous 
time for everyone. With new 
classes, fall sports, field day, 
homecoming, and many 
other events during first tri-
mester, the adjustment into 
the fresh school year is one 
that is rarely smooth sailing. 
However, for brothers Ahmad 
and Hashem Farawati, their 
adjustment to the new school 
year was a little different 
from the average Seaholm 
student.
   Ahmad, a senior, and 
Hashem, a sophomore, have 
been in America for a few 
months now. Four years ago, 
they were living in Damascus, 
Syria when a civil war broke 
out. 
   “Life in Syria was just like 
America before the war,” 
Hashem said. “We owned 
land, went to school, and our 
parents worked. When the 
war really started to break 
out, we knew we had to 
leave.”
   When the war began, the 
city of Damascus became a 
war zone, with explosions 

going off constantly. An 
injury as a result of one of 
the explosions caused the 
boys’ father, Muhammad, to 
move the family 
as quickly as 
possible.
   “I am blind 
in my right 
eye because of 
shrapnel from a 
bomb,” Hashem 
said. “When 
that happened, 
my father knew 
it was urgent 
for us to leave 
Syria.”
   Ahmad re-
called seeing the 
violence of the 
war when they 
lived in Syria.
   “I did see 
people die,” 
Ahmad said. “I 
heard explo-
sions very close 
to our home.”
   The Farawatis 
left Damascus 
to go to a village 
on the border of 
Syria and neigh-
boring country 
Jordan.
   “We moved to a village on 
the border called Daraa,” 
Hashem said. “During the 
night, we snuck across the 

border into Jordan.”
   The family spent the next 
four years living in Jordan, 
and began to go through the 

refugee process to come to 
America.
   “While we lived in Jordan, 
we documented that we were 
refugees through UNICEF,” 

Hashem said. “We went 
through two and a half years 
of interviews until it was 
decided that we could come to 

America and be sponsored by 
a family.”
   Through the First United 
Methodist Church in Bir-
mingham, the Farawatis 

found their hostess: former 
Seaholm parent and gradu-
ate Jill Wilkinson.
   “The church connected 

with Sa-
maritas, an 
agency that 
works with 
refugee fami-
lies,” Wilkin-
son said. 
“We have an 
apartment 
on the back 
of our house, 
so when we 
found out the 
Farawatis 
needed hous-
ing, rather 
than have the 
church get 
the money 
together to 
pay for their 
housing, we 
said ‘why 
don’t they 
just live in 
our apart-
ment?’ So 
they moved 
in.”

 The family is 
very thankful 

for what Wilkinson did for 
them.
   “The fact that she’s letting 
us live in her home really is 
the best thing in the world,” See REFUGEE / Pg. 6

Ahmad said. “She helps us 
with anything, and in return, 
we’ll help her too with any-
thing around the house. She 
treats my brother and me as 
if we were her sons.”
   Wilkinson had equally high 
praise about the character of 
the family.
   “They are amazing people,” 
Wilkinson said. “They are 
overflowing with gratitude, 
and never complain about 
anything. The boys are very 
motivated to succeed, and I 
think their progress in learn-
ing the English language 
shows that.”
   Ahmad and Hashem are 
taking ESL (English as a 
Second Language) for fourth 
and fifth hour every day. 
Their teacher, Benjamin Bri-
ere, provided a look into the 
language learning process.
   “ESL is like all other teach-
ing in that you need to dif-
ferentiate your style based on 
your students’ needs,” Briere 
said. “It’s different in that 
we have such a wide range 
of needs. Depending on the 
strength of their English 
coming into the program, 
we have different levels of 
classes they can take.”

Is Ivy in Your League?
   The acceptance rates for 
prestigious colleges in the 
United States are drop-
ping every year. However, 
Seaholm students are more 
than equipped to handle 
tough admissions processes; 
just last year, Seaholm 
Alumna Natalie Leitman got 
accepted to Yale University, 
and many students have 
expectations just as high for 
this year.
   “The Class of 2017 is truly 
special.” Judith Stahl, college 
counselor for all Seaholm 
students, said. “In com-
parison to other Classes with 
whom I have worked, they 
all have set high expecta-
tions for themselves and 
have worked hard to present 
impressive applications.”
   However, these high hopes 
are matched only by the high 
expectations of the colleges 
for the students they are 
wishing to admit.
   Last year, Stanford Univer-
sity hit the lowest acceptance 
rate of any college in the his-
tory of the United States: 5%, 
according to the Stanford 
Daily.
   Closer to home, the Univer-
sity of Michigan was project-
ed to have an acceptance rate 
of 39% for the class of 2019. 
Instead, its rate dropped to 
new low of 26.2%, according 
to the Admissions office at 
the University. 
   “I think a lot of kids are 
scared by the low acceptance 
rates, but these schools 
have to take people,” Grace 
Ramsey, a sophomore at 
Harvard University, said. “It 
very well could be you.”
Harvard University, with an 
acceptance rate of 5.3%, is 

Leitman said, in reference 
to her acceptance to Yale. “I 
didn’t expect to get in at all, it 
was a complete shock.” 
   According to Leitman, she 
already had plans to attend 
University of Michigan in 
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Left: Sarah Rose, Yale Senior, gives a tour for students interested in undergraduate admissions.

Right: Students listen to an information session about Yale admissions requirements.
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the fall when she received 
her acceptance email from 
Yale University. Ultimately, 
though, she couldn’t pass up 
an Ivy League education.
   Sarah Rose, a rising senior 
at Yale University, says the 

considered to be part of the 
“Holy Trinity” of schools: 
Princeton, Harvard, and Yale. 
Just last year, Leitman got 
accepted to be in Yale’s class 
of 2020.
   “I was not confident at all,” 

campus isn’t as unavailable 
as an applying student might 
think.
   “I broke down my notions 
that students at Ivy League 
colleges were all focused on 
school and that they were 

all the best people that had 
ever been and that they were 
so different from me.” Rose 
said. “I broke down the inac-
cessibility of both the people 
and the university.”
   The application is open to 

anyone willing to fill it out.
   “There is no reason why 
you aren’t a potential stu-
dent.” Rose said, “I was not 
the top of the class at my 
school, but I had a ton of ex-
tracurriculars. I had a couple 

passions, and got in.”
The admissions websites 
for all eight Ivies and many 
other selective schools state 
that they use a holistic ad-
missions process.
   “They look at your applica-

tion as a whole to try and get 
a sense of you as a person.” 
Ramsey said. “They want to 
picture you on campus and, 
no matter what you did, 
whether you’re interested in 
chemistry, or in theater, or in 

music. It doesn’t matter what 
you do, it’s the type of person 
you are.”
Ultimately, colleges are try-
ing to round out their fresh-
man class.
   “If you’ll be invested and 
passionate about whatever 
you do, you’ll make some 
noise on campus.”
It’s not all about test scores 
and grades. In fact, Leitman 
believes that these numbers 
of those applying are rela-
tively the same. 
   “Your essays and letters of 
recommendation can set you 
apart and push you above 
the rest.” Leitman said.
She believes that Seaholm 
students are well equipped 
for especially this part of the 
admissions process.
   “Mrs. Stahl is a great 
resource. She’s supportive 
and helpful with anything 
you need.” Leitman said. “I 
would talk to the teachers at 
Seaholm about it…they were 
there for me throughout the 
whole process.”
   This year, more Ivy hope-
fuls from Seaholm will be 
editing essays and rounding 
out resumes.
   Audrey Ladd, a Seaholm 
senior applying to Michigan, 
Stanford, and Ivy League 
schools Cornell and Princ-
eton, understands the reality 
of the application process.
   “I recognize that these 
schools are extremely selec-
tive and that my chances of 
getting accepted are very 
low,” Ladd said. “I figured 
it’s worth a shot, however, 
and maybe I’ll be surprised.”
    Ladd is hopeful for her 
chances, but has plenty of 
options to ensure education 
in her future. 

Graphic by Ellie Braun
Ahmad and Hashem Farawati declined to have their picture taken for the story.
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in on Upcoming Election
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   The election is nearing its 
November culmination, and 
it has the country in a buzz it 
only reaches once every four 
years. We may be witnesses 
to the most controversial 
and polarizing election of 
all time, with former Secre-
tary of State, First Lady, and 
Democratic Nominee Hillary 
Clinton going up against bil-
lionaire Republican Nominee 
Donald Trump. The duo is 
also joined by third party can-
didates New Mexico Governor 
Gary Johnson and Green 
Party Candidate Jill Stein.
   The overall feeling of 
our country during this 
election season is one of 
unrest. With issues such 
as immigration, income 
inequality, and racial 
inequality pressing the 
country, citizens are begin-
ning to question whether 
politicians really have the 
country’s best interests in 
mind.
   “The country is beginning 
to grow tired of politicians,” 
Seaholm AP Government 
teacher Barbara Harte said. 
“A lot of candidates who have 
gotten attention this year 
have no political background, 
such as Donald Trump, Ben 
Carson, and Carly Fiorina. I 
think Americans are looking 
for anything different from 
normal politicians, and they 
really don’t care what that dif-
ferent is.”
   When it comes to Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump, 
the opinions tend to be 
extreme. Their supporters 
swear by their every word, 

Breaks and Blocks are Altered for the New Year

   Starting as early as win-
ter break last year, students 
started asking about how 
much time off school Seaholm 
would grant them in the 2016-
2017 school year. No matter 
what their theory, everyone 
had their own take.
   All the while, the adminis-
tration was thoroughly con-
templating various options for 
the schedule as well.
   “There are over 1,500 
employees in a district,” As-
sistant Principal Ali Hamka 
said, “So they all put their 
heads together to crank out a 
calendar.”
   The rumors were true; the 
state of Michigan added more 
mandated instruction time to 
the calendar. In addition to 
the approximately five extra 
days the district had to find 
time for, there were some 
other hoops they had to jump 
through.
   Every public school district 
and charter school in the state 
of Michigan is assigned to an 
Intermediate School District 
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Ivy League
Cont. from page 1

   While her current top 
schools are Stanford and U of 
M, she is also applying to Illi-
nois, Texas at Austin, Carn-
egie Melon, and Purdue.
   “With eight schools on my 
list, I’m confident that I will 
be accepted into at least one.” 
Ladd said. “Hopefully, I’ll 
have a few 
to choose 
from.”
   However, 
students 
choose top 
schools for 
a reason.
   “The 
academic 
rigor and 
quality of 
programs 
that Ivy 
League 
schools 
provide 
is really 
intriguing.” 
Ben Wil-
liams, 
senior at 
Seaholm and 
Ivy League 
hopeful, said.
   Williams is applying to 
Duke, Northwestern, U of M, 
Princeton, Penn, and Colum-
bia.
   “Princeton is my top pick 
by far,” Williams said. “They 
seem to have everything I 
want in a college.”
   Leah Warren is another 
senior with high expectations 
for her college of choice. She 
is looking for prestige and 
selectivity first in a way differ-
ent than the Ivies. 
   “My top top choice of every-
thing would be to go to Wayne 
State’s med direct program 
which admits 10 students into 
its medical school and honors 
undergraduate school free of 

while their detractors will try 
to poke holes in everything 
they’ve ever done, with very 
few people not taking a strong 
stance.
   “We have a polarized coun-
try voting on two polarizing 
candidates,” Harte said. “The 
strong stances aren’t surpris-
ing.”
   America’s displeasure in 
standard politicians has led to 
Republican Nominee Donald 
Trump receiving increased 
support around the country. 
Trump promises change, and 
his track record in business 
impresses some citizens.
   “If I’m going to vote, I think 

I’d vote for Trump,” Seaholm 
senior Joey McElroy, who is 
eligible to vote in the election, 
said. “I feel like he’s a good 
leader.”
   Other people side more with 
the traditional political back-
ground of Hillary Clinton.
   “I’m voting for Hillary so 
we can make America great 
again,” senior Andrew Wilt 
said.
   Since this election features 
two such highly controversial 
candidates, many Americans 
are looking for a third candi-
date to vote for. Though he 
is a serious longshot to win, 

Libertarian Gary Johnson of-
fers just that.
   “The two big parties are 
scared of third party candi-
dates,” Harte said. “That’s 
why they have to reach 15% 
popular vote to be in the de-
bates, which is obscene to me. 
Because of this, I don’t think 
he’ll make the debates, which 
is unfortunate. He’s another 
voice that we need to hear.”
   Seaholm senior Cole Norton 
doesn’t side with either can-
didate, and refuses to vote for 
something he doesn’t believe 
in.
   “I will be writing in John 
Kasich,” Norton said. “Many 

people have told me it’s a 
wasted vote, but I believe 
that a wasted vote is vot-
ing for someone you don’t 
believe in. I believe I should 
vote for someone who repre-
sents me.”
   Election Day is Tuesday, 
November 8, and Seaholm 
students can easily get 
involved in the excitement. 
On Election Night, people of 
all ages are welcome to come 
to Seaholm for an election 

event hosted by the AP Gov-
ernment class.
   “Seaholm will be open for 
anyone in the community to 
come and watch the results of 
the election,” Harte said. “We 
will also have several rooms 
set up where people can have 
‘facilitated political con-
versations.’ They will be on 
controversial topics, and the 
idea is that we need to teach 
students how to have political 
discourse, where two students 
can disagree on something 
and walk away without hating 
each other.”

(IDS). It is then the responsi-
bility of the ISD to establish 
a Common Calendar for all 
schools under its jurisdiction 
to determine when winter and 
spring breaks will be.
   “Districts and Charter 
Schools in that ISD are sup-
posed to follow that calendar, 
unless they get a waiver from 
the state,” Carolyn Claerhout, 
employee of Oakland schools, 
said.
   Claerhout reported that 
Birmingham Public Schools 
(BPS) was one of the first dis-
tricts trying to solidify their 
break schedule.
   “They want to be able to 
know their full school calen-
dar as early as they can so 
they can post it to their web-
site,” Claerhout said.
   BPS gets their paperwork 
in early so parents can plan 
vacations around their stu-
dents’ breaks, but technically 
schools could still be apply-
ing for waivers now. So long 
as the Superintendent of the 
district runs it by the Michi-
gan Department of Education, 
there is nothing stopping a 
break from being cut mid-
year.

   The common calendar truly 
is at mercy to the different 
districts adhering to it. Very 
rarely does it ever get fol-
lowed to a tee.
   With the addition of so 
many days to instruction 
time, most districts found 
themselves scrambling to al-
ter their schedules to accom-
modate.
   “This year became a big 
popular year for waivers. 
21 of (Oakland Schools’) 28 
districts asked for that winter 
break waiver this year,” Claer-
hout said, “(The common 
calendar) is not so common 
when people don’t follow it.”
   The trouble was that all the 
districts were changing their 
calendar in different ways. 
There was no uniform altera-
tion Oakland schools could 
make that would accommo-
date all the districts, so they 
just had to powerlessly watch 
the waivers pile up.
   “Districts had to find five 
more days in the calendar,” 
Claerhout said, “Some have 
shortened their February 
break, but lots of districts 
said, ‘We’ve got to get two or 
three days from this winter 

charge each year.” Warren 
said. “To me that would be 
way more exclusive than at-
tending an Ivy.”
   However, she is still apply-
ing to at least one Ivy League 
school: Brown. 
   “I would be inclined to at-
tend an Ivy League school for 

the amount of opportunities 
and the uniqueness of the 
opportunities I would have 
available to me there.” War-
ren said. “At Brown specifi-
cally, the academic, cultural, 
political, and social oppor-
tunities are truly immeasur-
able.”
   However, being realistic 
about the process is key to 
ensure back up options if they 
become necessary.
   “The number of qualified 
applicants to available spots 
is so grossly imbalanced it’s 
crazy.” Warren said.
   Even students already hav-
ing received an acceptance 
know that the numbers are 

daunting. 
   “I don’t know if anyone ever 
realizes they’re a potential 
Ivy League candidate. They 
just throw their application 
in, hoping.” Ramsey, Harvard 
student, said.
   It’s so big a dream that 
accomplishing it can seem 
somewhat unreal.
   “Sometimes you just think, 
oh my god, I go to school 
here.” Ramsey said.
Leitman recalls the feeling of 

disbelief receiving 
her acceptance to 
Yale.
   “I was in shock, 
I was speechless, 
I thought it was a 
mistake.” Leitman 
said. “I checked 
the next morning 
to make sure my 
acceptance was still 
there.”
   Overall, the 
lengthy experience 
that seniors are 
entering into this 
fall is filled with 
little victories and 
letdowns all culmi-
nating in one final 
decision.
   “There’s so much 
pressure, but college 
in general is really 

about finding the right fit for 
you,” Leitman said. “Focus on 
yourself, and not on what ev-
eryone else is doing. You will 
find success, no matter where 
you go.”
   This advice, coming from 
someone experiencing her 
freshman year at Yale, may 
be hard to follow. But based 
on the opinions of recent and 
current students at Seaholm 
High School, the student body 
is well prepared to take on 
whatever challenges they so 
desire.
  “Don’t say you’re not enough 
for a university before you 
even try,” Rose, Yale Senior, 
said.

Photo By Caroline Owens
Prospective Ivy League students tour Brown University, 
located in Providence, Rhode Island.

break.’”
   Claerhout confirmed that 
the mid-winter break is mere-
ly a suggestion. Theoretically, 
schools could work straight 
through the whole month of 
February. However, districts 
try to avoid that because of 
heating costs in the dead of 
winter.
   In the end, it just became 
a puzzle that districts had to 
solve. When were the best 
times to be in and out of 
school? The trade-off between 
a longer winter break and an 
additional X-block became 
the center of discussion for 
BPS.
   “In terms of minutes, it’s 
strictly math,” Hamka said, 
“We have an extra X-block 
now so that takes away from 
other days that we can take 
off.”
   Cumulatively, the district 
needed to fulfill 1,098 hours 
of instruction. This is how 
they chose to do it. The ques-
tion to students remains: was 
it worth it?
   “I like the two X-blocks 
a lot more,” senior Alyssa 
Pascoe said, “For the last 
two years, when we only had 

one X-block, it made things 
really difficult for club meet-
ings. I had certain clubs that 
wouldn’t be able to meet for 
months at a time.”
   With distractions like man-
datory professional devel-
opment and class meetings 
preventing students from 
making the time their own, 
many had begun to give up on 
many X-block’s benefits.
   “Our teachers are profes-
sionals, and they need time. 
That being said, you also need 
time to get help if you need 
help,” Hamka said, “While 
once a week kind of worked 
last year, it didn’t really fulfill 
those opportunities to get 
support.”
   Junior Josh Chapnick felt 
as though the tenants of X-
block had been thrown to the 
wayside when the district cut 
down from two to one in the 
2014-2015 school year.
   “I really think that X-block 
is a productive time for stu-
dents,” Chapnick said, “If it is 
used properly to go into see 
teachers, to meet with clubs, 
to meet with college represen-
tatives, it can really be an ef-
fective use of students’ time as 

opposed to just sleeping in.”
   Regardless of whether or 
not students utilize the time, 
Hamka stands by his belief 
that X-block should be pre-
served.
   “I want to make sure that 
all students have access to 
support when they need it,” 
Hamka said, “Whether stu-
dents take advantage of that 
or not is totally up to them.”
   Students like Chapnick ap-
preciate the changes. 
   “I think that it’s really 
important that the district 
continues to put X-block into 
our schedule. I think that it’s 
a really great opportunity that 
us as students at Seaholm 
have.”
   Pascoe, Chapnick and, 
evidently, the Birmingham 
Public School district all came 
to the same conclusion: Mul-
tiple X-blocks and a shorter 
winter break is favorable to 
the reverse.
   “When you look at it, school 
really isn’t about just having 
breaks,” Chapnick said, “It’s 
about having the ability to 
learn that a lot of people in 
this country don’t have the 
opportunity to experience.”

I believe that a 
wasted vote is 

voting for someone 
you don’t believe in.
- Senior Cole Norton
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Seniors Prove 
Powderpuff Prowess  
   On September 27, Seaholm 
Seniors beat the Juniors in  
the annual Powderpuff Foot-
ball game. 
   The Seniors took the win 
with 47 points, but not with-
out the Juniors putting up a 
tough fight. The 
final score was 
47-21.
   Senior Katie 
O’Connor 
scored a wop-
ping  five touch-
downs and Ally 
Morrison and 
Maddie Sparks 
each scored 
one.
   “The seniors 
had a potent 
offense,” Senior 
coach Sebastian 
Fettig said.
   The sidelines 
of each team 
were buzzing 
with cheers and 
team spirit, 
and occasional 
rivalry.
   The game 
took place on 
Maple Field 
and the teams 
girls were lead 
by Juniors 
Brady Flynn, 
Nick Lang, 
Viash Sidda-
pureddy, Carter 
Stagner, Nick Law, and Jack 
Dyar. The senior team was co-
ahced by Max Abrams, John 
Dolan, Izaak Gerkis, Sebas-

Roberts Replaces Moore

   The start of a new school 
year can mean the start of 
a new chapter for aspiring 
teachers everywhere, one of 
whom is Lindsay Roberts. 
Roberts replaced Renee 
Moore who retired from 
Seaholm’s science department 
this past year.
   Roberts was born and raised 
in St. Clair Shores.
   “I grew up outside, I grew 
up going for hikes, going 
camping, I grew up identify-
ing trees and birds with my 
mom we would make mold of 
animal footprints out of the 
ground,” Roberts said, “That’s 
where my interest in science 
started.”
   After earning her degree in 
biology at Grand Valley State 
University, she started teach-
ing at Wellspring Preparatory 
High School on the western 
side of the state for two years.
   Roberts taught subject mat-
ter from all facets of science 
classes ranging from biology 
to anatomy to chemistry all 
the way to environmental 
science. In addition to her 
major in biology, Roberts has 
a minor in chemistry. This 
provides her with a variety of 
science classes she can teach.
   Roberts may like teaching 
now, but she didn’t always 
know she wanted to be a 
teacher.
   “I told myself in fifth grade 
‘I don’t want to be a teacher, 
I wanted to be so many other 
things,’” Roberts said, “At 
that point but in college I was 
volunteering for a leadership 

All-Star Athlete Tears ACL
   On July 23, 2016, just five 
months after her incredible 
1000 point milestone, se-
nior Point Guard Mackenzie 
Harbort tore her ACL in a 
national tournament for her 
AAU basketball team. Accord-
ing to Harbort, she may not 
be able to play for the next six 
months.
   After Harbort took a shot, a 
player on the opposing team 
hit the side of her knee and 
she landed awkwardly.  She 
had surgery on her knee a 
month later. The recovery 
process sets her return for late 
February, the very end of the 
girls basketball season. Mack-
enzie, who’s looking to play at 
the collegiate level, was pretty 
disappointed when the injury 
first occurred.
   “It honestly happened at the 
worst possible time because it 
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Field Day Regulations Radically Altered
   The life of a Maple is always 
changing. The administra-
tion throws new rules and 
schedules at its students and 
faculty (i.e. X-Block and Win-
ter Break) almost annually. 
Jane Labond, a 1993 Seaholm 
Alumni and English Teacher 
has been through all the ups 
and downs of Seaholm since 
1989.
   “Anytime a school tradition 
evolves or changes, it’s always 
met with some pushback,” 
Labond said.
   And this year, not even one 
of our oldest traditions was 
preserved.
   Field Day has been a part 
of Seaholm since before that 
was the school’s name, and 
like the building itself, Field 
Day has undergone many 
changes throughout the years. 
The Negotiation Table, Class 
Songs, March and Charity all 
look different this year, and it 
will be interesting to see how 
these changes impact Field 
Day. 
   Behind the scenes, repre-
sentatives from each class 
negotiate at a meeting in 
order to settle on parameters 
for costumes, banners and 
all the more minute details of 

Max Joelson
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

each class’s theme. Un-
beknownst to the average 
field day participant, the 
deliberations made in said 
meeting are extremely 
strict and complex.
   The number of deviations 
has been reduced to only 
eight. These deviations can 
be used to get a different 
style of shirt, or secure a 
three dimensional banner.
   Labond is happy with the 
changes, says it makes field 
day closer to how it was 
when she was a student. 
   “I remember negotiations 
being much more intense, 
in the past few years I feel 
like everyone got what they 
wanted,” Labond said, “It 
never used to be like that.”
   Her more traditional view-
point contradicts the feelings 
of current junior Co-Chair 
Fotini Demetriou.
   “The only problem with this 
change is that the deviations 
must be used on such specific 
things,” Demetriou said, “If 
there were more flexibility 
with what we were allowed 
to do without deviations, I 
wouldn’t see a problem.”
  The removal of the class 
songs (which is what prompt-
ed the reduction of devia-
tions) is one thing that most 
seemed to be happy about.

  Ms. Kyle Hall, who has been 
a part of Seaholm for over 30 
years, hopes that the removal 
of the student-written class 
songs will provide more unity 
to field day.
   “In the past, I noticed that 
these songs still incorporated 
unity of the school,” Hall said, 
“Whereas now the songs are 
more about specific classes 
and don’t really promote the 
whole concept of Field Day.”
   She also noted that the 

students had not really done 
a good job preparing and 
performing the song in recent 
years.
   “Many times parents would 
approach me and ask me, 
what are they saying?” Hall 
said. “So hopefully with the 
introduction of the fight song, 
everything will be super clear 
and loud.”
   In place of the class songs 
this year, each grade will have 
a turn to perform the school 

tian Fettig, Chase Powers, and 
Harrison Menuck    
   Before the game, we asked 
senior Ally Morrison what 
she thought the senior team’s 
strengths would be. 
   “Our biggest strength is 
definitely experience. We have 
already played the game so we 
know what to be expecting, 

whereas the juniors do not,” 
said Morrison. We then asked 
senior team’s coach Harrison 

was right during recruitment 
season.” Harbort said. 
   Fortunately, many schools 
still have 
Harbort on 
their list of 
recruits. 
   “I have 
been talk-
ing to a lot 
of schools 
about it 
and most of 
them, which 
is good, 
haven’t 
taken me 
off their 
list” Har-
bort said. 
   With an 
important 
senior year 
ahead, Har-
bort is trying 
her best to 
shorten her 
recovery 
time. She goes to physical 
therapy twice a week, doing 
whatever she can to make her 
knee stronger. 

   “She is very committed to 
the aggressive process of the 
physical therapists” Seaholm 

Womens’ Basketball Head 
Coach January Hladki said.
   With Harbort out, the Ma-
ples have lost a large portion 

of their offense. However, the 
team is still optimistic about 
the upcoming season. 

   “Noth-
ing has 
changed 
in terms of 
our expec-
tations,” 
Hladki said. 
They’re 
the same 
every year; 
we want to 
beat Groves 
and win the 
Blue divi-
sion, and 
we intend 
to win a 
district 
title.”
   Macken-
zie was the 
bulk of the 
Maples’ 
offense last 
season, 

averaging 18 points per game. 
   “Basically, we need a leader-
ship role filled, someone who 
is wiling to work really hard 

and willing to motivate oth-
ers and themselves,” senior 
Caroline Owens said. Owens 
will carry a lot of the weight 
at the point guard spot with 
Harbort out.
   With her scoring presence 
and ball handling ability out 
of the lineup, the team will 
be looking for new players to 
step up. 
   “One key player is Dana 
Hoerman, for sure,” Hladki 
said. “She is one of our 6 feet 
tall centers and we’ve been 
working on her ball handling 
skills.”
   “We should have a really 
good season,” senior power 
forward Paige Hartwig said. “I 
know we lost our point guard 
obviously but it just gives 
other people opportunity to 
just step up, we still are a 
great team and should go far.”
   Hladki has faith in the team 
as a whole.
   “We’re going to look for 
Caroline Owens, Caroline 
Wineman, Wendy Wilkinson, 
and Dana to share scoring,” 
Hladki said. “We’re looking 

for Audrey Anton to score 
more too.”
   Luckily, Harbort is still do-
ing her best to help here team 
meet these goals on the side 
lines. Harbort will play an im-
portant role as a vocal leader 
for her team.
   “She’s incredibly involved,” 
Hladki said. “She’s been at 
open gyms, she’s encouraging 
her teammates to be getting 
better, throughout the sea-
son she’ll be there everyday, 
as she can reintegrate with 
authorization from PT then 
she will. Her voice is ever im-
portant because the girls need 
to know that she believes in 
them.”
   Overall, everyone is optimis-
tic for the upcoming season. 
Although Mackenzie’s injury 
will force a huge shift in re-
sponsibilities, the confidence 
in the team to step up and be 
successful without their star 
is undeniable. The team will 
look to use this newfound en-
ergy in the upcoming season.

fight songs, which 
has been around for 
around ninety years. 
This is one of the 
forgotten traditions 
at Seaholm that has 
remained unchanged 
except for switching 
from “Birmingham” 
to “Seaholm” in cer-
tain sections.
   The administration 
is really hoping that 
students take pride 
in the fight song and 
that it provides unity 
between our classes. 
The same enthusiasm 
was shared amongst 
students. According 
to Demetriou, many 
students felt that 
there was not enough 
time to prepare for 
the song, and the end 
result was usually 

rather poor.
   “The kids just weren’t into 
it,” Demetriou said.
   One of the biggest changes 
in field day is to the march. 
The march takes up a lot of 
time, and has been a central 
part of the each class’ indi-
vidual identities. Instead of 
the traditional groups of 14-15 
students with the first and 
last groups being graded, the 
march will now be performed 

in three groups of about 50 
students with every group be-
ing graded. This will shorten 
the amount of time that was 
spent presenting marches. 
   But let’s not forget the main 
purpose of field day, charity.  
In the past, charity points 
were awarded based on the 
number of cans each grade 
provided, which lead to the 
whole grade to being carried 
by only a few generous indi-
viduals.
   Volume is never discour-
aged, but there was a definite 
feeling that points should 
also be awarded based on the 
amount of people participat-
ing in addition to volume. In 
order for a grade to receive 
maximum participation 
points, each individual is 
required to bring in at least 
three cans. 
   Field Day has always been 
about school unity, hence why 
it’s held the day of the home-
coming game. However, some 
of the rich traditions of Field 
Day eventually grow old, and 
need to be replaced in order 
to keep the original intent 
of the event a reality. With 
changes all across the board, 
whether you are a freshman 
or senior, you’ll have a day 
unlike any other at Field Day 
this year. 

organization. I was working at 
a school in a guided academic 
classroom. That’s where I fell 
in love with the job. When 
they have that moment of ‘oh 
my gosh I did well on that 
quiz.’” 
  Roberts knew from the 
beginning that science was 
her passion. Teaching paired 
nicely with this dream.
   This year Roberts will pass 
along her knowledge to many 
Seaholm students in her new 
position as the teacher of 
biology, honors and regular 
chemistry and environmental 
science classes.
   With Moore’s retirement, 
Seaholm’s science department 
had a space to fill. Roberts 
had just recently moved to the 
area, so the job was perfect 
for her.
   “This past year my husband 
got a job at General Motors 
so we had to move back to the 
east side of the state,” Roberts 
said.
   Roberts spent half her 
year teaching as a long-term 
substitute at Grosse Pointe 
South High School. She most 
recently worked as an inter-
vention specialist at Berkley 
high school.
   “I was interviewing at sever-
al schools and this school was 
the one that interested me the 
most in terms of the people,” 
Roberts said, “The skill set 
that they had, how they teach 
their classes.”
   Those who interviewed 
Roberts confirmed that the 
feelings were mutual.
   “She is high energy, very 
intelligent and very smart,” 
department head Linda Wich-
ers said, “We are very happy 

about our choice.”
   Roberts denotes the envi-
ronment she has thus far been 
familiarized with has been 
warm and inviting.
   “I’m so excited to be here. 
Everyone has welcomed me, 
everyone keeps checking in on 
me everyone is so kind.”
   Just a few weeks into school, 
Roberts has already begun 
to forge relationships with 
students.
   “I really like the way Roberts 
teaches, and how bright and 
energetic she is. Rather than 
spitting out the boring chem-
istry, she makes it interest-
ing,” sophomore Amelia Berry 
said.
   Students admire Roberts’ 
teaching style.
   “She is an amazing teacher. 
She always makes the class 
interesting. When a student 
has a question for her, she’s 
always on top of it,” junior 
Connor Zack said.
   Roberts follows in her pre-
decessor Moore’s footsteps 
by revealing her ultimate 
goal that matching that of the 
Make Good Choices Award set 
up by Moore as she entered 
retirement. In addition to 
the scholarship, Moore now 
has Roberts to carry on her 
legacy.
   “What I really want the stu-
dents to know is themselves 
and to discover who they are 
as a person,” Roberts said, “I 
would love for every student 
that came into my classroom 
to leave as little scientists and 
want to study similar things 
that I studied, and to encour-
age the students to be lifelong 
learners.”

Menuck. 
   The team used this expe-
rience to their advantage, 
defeating the Juniors by 26 
points.
   “We have a good year of 
experience under our belts, so 
having the experience of last 
year is our strength over the 
juniors,” Coach Menuck said.

   We asked Junior 
Caroline Wineman 
who she thought 
was the strongest 
player on the senior 
team.
   “Ally Morrison is 
probably the best 
player on the Senior 
team, but our ex-
pectation is to win, 
I predict the final 
score will be 27-20 
juniors,” Wineman 
said
   Then we asked se-
nior Ally Morrison 
the same question.
   “I don’t really 
know a lot of the 
junior players but 
I feel like there will 
be some unexpected 
threats… But I think 
the game will defi-
nitely be a blowout. 
I’d say about 35 to 
10, seniors taking 
the win,” senior Ally 
Morrison said.

  Each team reported 
having had a blast, 
and the juniors are 
excited to take on the 

class of 2019 next year and 
hopefully take the win.

Photo By Joseph Hardig
Senior Mackenzie Harbort is an asset to the team with 12 points 
scored in the Maples’ 2016 season game against Pontiac.

Photo By Ellie Braun
Left to right: Freshmen Catie Voight and Elyse Zeffiro work tirelessly 
on their Hall Decoration in accordance to new rules.

Ari Theodore
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shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo By Ellie Braun
The Seniors celebrate their 47-21 win over the Ju-
niors in Tuesday’s Powderpuff Game.
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I Ain’t 
Lion

   You’d 
be hard 
pressed to 
find a group 
of people 
more pes-
simistic 
than Detroit 
Lions fans.   
   While some of that may be 
justified, considering they’ve 
been the second-worst fran-
chise in sports history for the 
past fifty years (shoutout to 
the Browns), but negativity 
around the Lions has reached 
a surplus. The Lions lost a 
Week 2 game to the Tennes-
see Titans by 1 point, and I 
heard “fans” say things such 
as “Same old Lions, what’s 
the point of watching any-
more?” and “The Lions need 
to cut Stafford.” While those 
are very justified and well-
thought-out stances, I’m here 
to share my unpopular opin-
ion: the 2016 Detroit Lions 
aren’t done just yet.
   Sure, the Lions sit at 1-2 
right now, and with the re-
actionary, hot-headed media 
in Detroit, a 1-2 start seems 
to be enough to clean house. 
The thing is, people seem to 
forget one thing about this 
Lions team. Talent is not an 
abundance.
   Right now, the Lions don’t 
feature one Pro Bowler on 
their active roster. Calvin 
Johnson retired, and 2015 Pro 
Bowler defensive end Ziggy 
Ansah is on the shelf indefi-
nitely with an ankle injury. 
2014 Pro Bowler and regular 
emergency room resident 
linebacker DeAndre Levy is 
out with an injury in pretty 
much every part of his body, 
and promising young running 
back Ameer Abdullah (#Fear-
Ameer) is virtually out for the 
season with a torn ligament in 
his foot.
   For a team that used to rely 
solely on talent by throwing 
the ball up to Calvin Johnson 
every play, there’s not much 
talent to rely on now. But in 
this lies a silver lining. With 
little talent to lean on, quar-
terback Matthew Stafford has 
stepped up his game.
   The Lions have an elite – 
yeah, I said it – quarterback 
running the show. Stafford 
has been oft-maligned in 
his career, but this season 
we’ve seen him become the 
man in Detroit. Stafford is 
second in the league in both 
passing yards and passing 
touchdowns, and his new 
favorite target Marvin Jones 
leads the league in receiving 
yards. With a below-average 
defense, the Lions will need to 
be in shootouts to win games, 
much like their 39-35 Week 
1 win over the Indianapolis 
Colts.
   Another factor playing into 
the Lions’ favor is their easy 
remaining schedule. The 
Lions travel to Chicago to face 
the lowly Bears this Sunday, 
then come home for three 
straight at Ford Field. NFL.
com ranked the Lions as hav-
ing the third-easiest schedule 
out of all 32 teams in the 
league. Having a gritty team 
with a knack for playing close 
games, lucking out with an 
easy schedule is exactly what 
the Lions need.
   The 2016 Lions are not 
world-beaters. What they are, 
however, is a collection of 
young, well-coached players 
in a player-friendly system 
that is tailored around their 
strength: gunslinger Matt 
Stafford. Offensive Coordi-
nator Jim Bob Cooter runs 
a creative, pass-first offense 
that spreads the ball around 
to every receiver, using that 
golden arm of the former 
number 1 overall pick to the 
Lions’ advantage. With the 
mighty Packers looking some-
what vulnerable in their first 
three games and the Vikings 
suffering some devastating 
injuries that are bound to 
catch up to them, Lions fans 
shouldn’t lose hope just yet. It 
is the Year of Ebron, after all.

The Bad Business of 
Gender Inequality

     As 2016 
transpires it 
goes no dif-
ferent than 
any other 
year in the 
history of 
human-
kind. Some 

standards progress into more 
modern customaries, while 
other standards remain the 
same.  In 100,000 years 
of human existence there 
have been a lot of customs 
which have been created and 
destroyed.  As time moves 
forward there are certain 
customs that will need to 
be created which are not 

only fundamental to human 
culture, but also to humans 
themselves. In today’s world 
the international commu-
nity has been essential in 
encouraging other peoples to 
promote a more open-minded 
culture. 
   Japan has risen to be a 
dominating country in the 
global economy and with in-
creased economic prominence 
comes increased cultural 
influence. This is great for 
countries whose cultures are 
progressive and fair; the only 
problem is Japan’s culture is 
so male-dominated it must 
be addressed by the interna-
tional community.  Japan is 
ranked the worst developed 
country for women to live 
in, and promotes a culture 

centralized around sexual-
izing schoolgirls and young 
women. Japanese women 
earn 61% less than their male 
counterparts, and do all the 
domestic housework. The 
Japanese Government has 
pledged to fix their culture 
and promote a more women-
friendly environment, but this 
appears as merely a show to 
save face. The government 
continues to let hundreds 
of corrupt businesses and 
organizations run in the 
shadows of their country. 
The international community 
continues to put little pres-
sure on Japan because there 
are more prominent issues 
that have been presented to 
them. Furthermore the inter-
national business community 

continually dismisses these 
issues in fear that their profit 
may shrink. All this ignorance 
and backwards thinking has 
cost Japan a lot of money 
in its history. According to 
Stephanie Assman, a writer 
for the Asia-Pacific Journal, 
if Japan were to erase a large 
amount of the gender gap in 
the next year their GDP would 
increase by 16%. Injustice 
towards women stems from 
nothing but unwillingness to 
change the Japanese culture.  
   The culture cannot be com-
pletely changed from the out-
side world. Yes, international 
companies should put pres-
sure on Japanese companies 
who display gender inequality 
by cutting off business with 
them. Conversely companies 

who exhibit gender equal-
ity should be rewarded with 
tax breaks or something that 
would encourage gender 
equality in the Japanese Cul-
ture. Ultimately, the cultural 
reform will have to be done 
by the men and women in 
Japan. It is up to important 
figures in Japanese Culture 
and the Japanese Govern-
ment to enable this change to 
occur. Accomplishing culture 
reform is no easy task, but in 
this interconnected world the 
21st Century has brought it is 
easier than ever to publicize 
Japanese women in impor-
tant business roles and break 
down gender barriers with 
lightning speed.
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Opinion Editor
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

   Fascism* is 
attractive, 
fascism is 
easy, and 
fascism 
is every-
where. 
Fascism 
itself is 

not characterized by dictators 
who espouse it, but rather by 
the innate desire for it in all 
of us. 
   I’ll give an example of a 
fascist tendency that a lot of 
people have, just to frame 
what I am talking about.    
   You’re with a friend, and 
you want to go to the movies. 
You know all the movies, but 
you don’t know which movie 
you want to go to, you only 
know that you really want to 
go see a movie. Your friend 
asks you which movie you 
want to go see, and you don’t 
really know. 
   There are so many choices 
starring you in the face that 
the new found responsibility 
of picking a movie becomes 
overwhelming. So, you ask 
your friend to decide for you. 
   This lifts the burden of deci-
sion off of your shoulders and 

You’re a Fascist!
onto your friend’s. You’ll only 
agree with your friend’s deci-
sion because it was a decision 
or desire you had dormant in 
you the whole time. 
   Kierkegaard, the forefather 
of existentialist philosophy, 
says that anxiety is the diz-
ziness of freedom. Making 
choices is very scary, and that 
is why fascism is so attrac-
tive to people. It’s why some 
people like dominating per-
sonalities, confident people, 
and strongman leaders. It’s 
because they know what you 
want so you don’t have to. 
   People think about fascism 
as this great evil, but a lot of 
people liked fascism or still 
like fascism to this day.   
   The reason why many fascist 
dictators are put in place is 
not because they forced them-
selves into power, but rather 
because the people let them 
have it. 
   Since we see many of these 
dictators as villains, we tend 
to villainize their rise to pow-
er. The reality of the situation 
is, that any non-appointed 
dictator is just the want of the 
majority incarnate. 
   Fascism doesn’t just spring 
up out of nowhere, fascism 
lays dormant, only lifting its 
head when someone comes 

along to personify it. 
   We see fascism as a thing of 
the past, but we can see fascist 
rises today. 
   In no way is Donald Trump 
a dictator, but Trump does 
have a major amount of 
fascist appeal to him. He’s 
tapped into a somewhat dor-
mant opinion in the populous 
and is using that as his rise to 
power. He feeds off the fear of 
a people towards an outside 
threat. 
   The people know what is 
wrong, but they don’t know 
the real cause—no one does.
   But in the same way you 
know you want to see a movie, 
the people know there is 
a reason for the wrongs in 
the world. In the same way 
you let your friend decided 
which movie you’re going to 
watch, the people decide to 
let Trump tell them what the 
cause is for what ails them. 
   Trump is just an easy 
example, there are many 
opportunities for fascism all 
around us. 
   Next time you feel the urge 
to let someone act for you, 
take pause, think on that urge, 
and act for yourself.
   *facism is a build up of mi-
crodesires for an external foce 
to control the individual. 

Issac Susser
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   Summer school was always 
this abstract concept in my 
mind. That was the place for 
the junkies, the burnouts and 
the perpetually flunking. The 
TV shows I watched as a kid 
demonized the idea of sum-
mer school. It was a punish-
ment that utilized facets of 
boredom and public humilia-
tion to burn the truly terrible 
students in effigy.
   I am now a two-time gradu-
ate of summer school. Need-
less to say, my opinions have 
since been altered. Not only 
do I think more highly of the 

students who find them-
selves in summer school, 
but also I seriously question 
the mental state of those 
who think administering 
summer school is a good 
idea.
   Like many students at 
Seaholm, I have an extreme-
ly packed schedule. I don’t 
have space during the year 
for extremities like Gym and 
Health, so I got them over 
with during the summer. 
I’d estimate that is the case 
for about 75% of summer 
school attendees.
   The next highest percent-
age would have to be the 
students who did respect-
ably in a class, but wished 
they’d gotten a higher grade. 
They didn’t attend due to  
lack of effort, but rather to 
redo their trimester in the 
most efficient way.
Out of the entire student 
body, there may be 5% that 
legitimately failed a class 
and are in summer school 
against their will to retake 
it. For the weeks I was there, 
never did I sit in a class-
room full of burnouts.
   Ironically, the only way 
to get anything out of 
summer school is to be an 
extremely focused and moti-

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                           

2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009
Letters must not exceed 300 words and the Highlander 
maintains the right to edit all letters for the sake of brevity. 
All letters must be attributed by name to be considered for 
publication. The final decision of whether the material is to be 
published will be left up to the editorial board.
Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally protected 
expression. The Highlander may accept advertising. 
Acceptance or rejection of advertising is within purview of 
the publication staff, which may accept any ads except those 
for products or services that are illegal for all students. Ads 
for political candidates and ballot issues may be accepted; 
however the community is encouraged to solicit ads from all 
sides.
Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the Highlander is 
committed to covering all issues objectively, without bias, with 
an acute attention to detail. Factual errors will be corrected 
for reader clarification in the following issue. If we have erred, 
please let us know.

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Caroline Owens

Ernest W. Seaholm Highlander
NEWS EDITOR
Melanie Taylor

FEATURES EDITOR
Ava Suchara

FEATURES EDITOR
Ben Gretchko

OPINION EDITOR
Max Joelson

SPORTS EDITOR
John Dolan

PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
Ellie Braun

ADVISER
Matthew Szalkowski

Proud member of MIPA
The Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association

STAFF WRITERS

Jake Lieovis 
Nathan Kest
Ipsita K
Luke Hardig 
Ari Theodore
Sebastian Fettig
Gjozef Markaj
Corinne Sicknman
Cory Glukman
Danielle Aigier 
Mary Kate Mullen
Taryn Case
Maddie Sparks 
Emilio Antunano 

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student newspaper 
of Seaholm High School. While school-sponsored, content 
and production is student directed and not subject to prior 
review. Our aim is to provide an accurate report and a free 
exchange of viewpoints in relation to interests and concerns 
that affect the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room G107, Seaholm High 
School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, which 
will not be bylined and will represent the viewpoint of the 
majority of the staff. Students are free to express opinions 
and guest editorials are welcomed. All such editorials and 
other features will be attributed to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes all 
opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback from the 
Seaholm community. We request all letters be sent to: 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com, delivered in person to room 
G107 or mailed to the following address: 

The Highlander, 

vated learner. Students attend 
school for 5 hours, twelve 
school days in a row. That is 
the equivalent of learning a 
week’s worth of curriculum in 
one day.
   Every scientific study con-
ducted on the effectiveness of 
cramming has advised against 
it as a study habit. Summer 
school is three weeks of bla-
tant cramming. It’s exhaust-
ing for both students and 
teachers alike, so why doesn’t 
everyone just drop out?
   The prime motivation 
for most is the ridiculously 
overpriced tuition. That’s 
something that my childhood 
TV shows failed to mention. 

It costs hundreds of dollars 
to enroll in summer school, 
a luxury that some students 
frankly just can’t afford to 
waste.
   But that makes the assump-
tion that attending summer 
school isn’t a waste of all that 
money in and of itself. Of 
course you receive credit for 
the class, but it doesn’t mean 
you will retain any of the in-
formation you were supposed 
to have “learned.”
   Personally, the health class 
I took just a few months ago 
feels as distant as first tri-
mester of my freshman year. 
I couldn’t imagine what it 
would be like taking an aca-
demic class at the pace sum-
mer school rushes students.
   Summer school did not rob 
me of my summer. I only went 
for one of the two semes-
ters offered, and it was over 
before I knew it. Students are 
released around lunchtime, 
so I could still go out with my 
friends and as if my morn-
ing was spent sleeping in my 
bed (as opposed to in a desk 
hidden from view at Seaholm 
High School).
   Summer school was the 
least engaging academic 
experience I’ve ever had, but 
I got my credits so I guess I 
shouldn’t complain.

Photo by Luke Hardig
Student participate in Mr. Hoover’s class at Seaholm High 

School.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:

What are you looking forward to this year?

“Seeing all my 
friends”

-Freshman  Olivia  
Pratt

“All the fun activities that 
come along with it like field 
day and powderpuff.”  

 -Junior 
Fotini Demetriou

“The girls.”  

- Sophmore Remi 
Bossardet

“I truly enjoy 
learning and 
becoming a more 
wholesome 
individual”

- Senior 
Cole Norton
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 Second Annual Lung 
Run a Success 

   September 25 marked the 
The Lung Run’s second year 
in raising awareness for lung 
cancer research at Seaholm 
High School. This fundraiser 
was hosted by Stephanie 

Sills, Mary Kate Mullen, (a 
Highlander Staff Member) 
Tess Collins and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society (ACS). All 
proceeds went directly to the 
ACS, a national program that 
is dedicated to treating and 
educating cancer patients.
   Sills, one of the run’s found-
ers, created the charity a few 
months after her mom was 
diagnosed with lung cancer. 
Sills believed that having the 
Lung Run would bring the 
debilitating disease the neces-
sary attention it deserved.
 Collins was also inspired by 
Stephanie’s mother’s struggle. 
In an interview, she stated, 
   “After Stephanie’s mom was 
diagnosed with lung cancer, 
we really just wanted to be 
able to make some sort of dif-
ference. Since we all did cross 

country, a 5k seemed like the 
most natural way for us to 
raise funds and awareness.” 
   Collins also expressed her 
disbelief for the amount of 
money that was raised last 
year. 
   “We really had no idea what 
we were getting ourselves 
into. We were able to raise 
over $18,000, which was an 
incredible surprise to us... My 

expectations were surpassed 
by a landslide.” Collins said. 
   Not only did the run support 
the cause financially, but it 
also brought the community 
together.
   In addition to benefiting the 
community, Sills’ also believes 
that the run will help her 
future endeavors. 
   “It has showed me possible 
career fields I could be apart 
of and it has also brought 
the community together to 
raise money for an important 
cause.”  
   The support from sponsors 
has increased drastically from 
this year to last bringing fur-
ther attention to the topic.
   “Some of our sponsors 
include North Face, Delta 
Dental, 98.7 Radio Station, 
Club SOS, ABC Warehouse, 

Community House, Forest 
Hills Swim Club, and all of 
our family and friends.” Sills 
said. 
   Similarly to last year, vol-
unteers were a crucial part of 
the run. Their jobs included 
helping with packet pick up, 
check-in, route guidance, t-
shirt handouts and photogra-
phy. Last years photographer, 
Gwyneth Lietz expressed her 
thoughts on her experience 
with the previous Lung Run.
   “Despite the weather and 
rain last year, I had a great 
time and it was exciting to see 
the enthusiasm that Seaholm 
had to offer for this fundrais-
er.” Lietz said.
   The students have made the 
Lung Run more well known 
through social media posts 
and printed out flyers that 
are around the school. Paige 
Hartwig, who participated in 
the run this year, explained 
how she became aware of this 
year’s run.
   “I found out about the run 
through social media. Origi-
nally from Facebook and then 
through Instagram. It was 
also talked about around 
school.” 
   Hartwig goes onto explain 
why she chose to sign up for 
the run. 
 “I think its an amaz-
ing cause and a really honor-
able way to give back, but 
to still have fun at the same 
time.”
   Sills, along with the other 
founders, were pleased with 
the money they raised and the 
amount of people that came 
out to support the cause. 
Mary Kate Mullen gave her 
lasting impression on the 
outcome of the run. 
   “With over 300 participants 
and raising over $20,000, we 
were really excited that our 
success with the run could 
make a great difference in the 
lung cancer community.”
 

Danielle Augier
Stafff Writer
danielle.augier1@gmail.com

Artist Spotlight

Comic by Charlie Kuchman 

About the Artist:

   Freshman Charlie Kuchman enjoys snowboarding, playing tennis and playing hockey, 
though her greatest passion is art. Her main mediums of design are ceramics, painting, and 
drawing. She loves to make comics as well, such as the one featured above. The featured comic 
is a play on what the juniors could have looked like at Field Day had their theme been “Junior 
Jersey Mike’s.” Her dream is to make comics for the Detroit Free Press.
   “My favorite thing about art is the imaginative side of you that it brings out. You can do 
whatever you want when you draw or paint and inspire other people.” Kuchman said.

Photos by Caroline Owens
Left: Sarah Rose, Yale Senior, gives a tour for students in-

terested in undergraduate admissions.
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   Briere gave some back-
ground into his involvement 
in ESL.
   “I first got interested in 
ESL in college,” Briere said.    
“I had a class where we 
either had to write a twenty-

“The things I had to worry about 
in Syria, I don’t have to worry 

about here.”
- Ahmad Farawati

page paper, or we could help 
tutor Korean college students 
learning English. I went with 
the latter.”
Briere also talked about the 
progress the boys are making 
on their English.
   “They’re doing well,” Briere 
said. “They’re writing sentenc-
es right now, and are starting 
to speak in full sentences. The 
language learning process is 
very gradual and methodi-
cal. My goal by the end of the 
year is to have them fluent in 
conversation.”
   Learning English and tak-
ing advantage of education 
in America is what Hashem 
Farawati is looking forward to 
the most.
   “I’m here to learn and to 
make the most out of my op-
portunity to be here,” Hashem 
said. “I enjoy math, and I’m 
really excited to learn English. 
I’m confident I’ll learn it, and 
I’m excited.”
   Hashem also hinted at play-
ing a sport next year.
   “Maybe next year I will play 
soccer,” Hashem said. “Not 
American football though, 

REFUGEE
John Dolan 
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

I’ve already gotten those two 
confused.”
   While Hashem has two more 
years at Seaholm after this, 
Ahmad is a senior. He plans 
on diving in head first with his 
post-high school experience.
   “I plan on graduating with 
the class of 2017,” Ahmad 
said. “I am very interested in 

medicine, so I want to take 
medical classes at a communi-
ty college while I improve my 
English. I don’t want to waste 
any time, I want to become 
acclimated completely in 
American culture. I’m deter-
mined and ready to go right 
away.”
   The boys will stay at the 
Wilkinson’s until the end of 
the school year. After they 
leave, the Wilkinson’s plan on 
welcoming in a new family.
   “When they move out, 
another family will move in,” 
Wilkinson said. “We want to 
open ourselves up to do this 
on an ongoing basis.”
   A lot of Americans perceive 
a peaceful, safe community 
as a given. For the Farawatis, 
peace is something they will 
never take for granted.
   “The fact that it’s peaceful 
here is amazing to me,” Ah-
mad said. “The things I had to 
worry about in Syria, I don’t 
have to worry about here. Liv-
ing in a peaceful environment 
is what makes me so happy to 
be here.” Graphic by Ellie Braun

Content by Melanie Taylor

Cont. from page 1
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Man on the Street
 Seaholm Alumna Cece Hermes, currently a sophomore at Michigan State University, spent her summer working an internship in urban Detroit. Although the 

majority of Seaholm Maples live less than a forty minute drive from Detroit, many are not aware of all the changes happening recently in the city. What can living 
so close to a major city mean for students’ futures? Hermes discusses her experience.

Q) What was your internship focused on?
    A) “Meridian offered many new opportunities and allowed me the experience a real life corporate atmosphere. As interns, we focused on a specific depart-
ment that we were placed in, while having the ability to shadow other departments.  Interns focused on departmental projects, we also had weekly intern 
meetings that involved team building, problem solving, and public speaking. This internship also offered a buddy program.  Here, interns were paired with a 
Meridian employee who mentored the intern. Mentors would help the interns with resumes, networking, and specific projects.”

   Q) Did you spend any free time in Detroit?
   
   A) “I feel very fortunate to have been able to have been able to work in downtown Detroit. The city is up and coming and a very exciting atmosphere. Through 

the internship program I was able to see and experience Detroit more than I have in my 18 years of living 20 minutes away.  I was also able to enjoy Campus 
Martius just about every day for lunch. My department took me to lunches several times throughout the summer, for business meeting and pleasure as food 

is a huge attraction to the city. The company took us to a Tiger’s game, the DAC, and a few trips to Belle Isle. One of the most memorable occasions was the 
“Meridian Family Reunion”. This was an event where all Meridian Family (employees) brought their own families to Belle Isle for a fun filled day of games, 
food and socializing. The Cotton Family, owners of Meridian Health Plan, were all in attendance and very engaged in the event. I was able to introduce my 
parents to the amazing people I had been working for all summer. I feel honored to have been part of such a family oriented company. Meeting new people also 
allowed me the opportunity to explore the home town of the owners of Meridian in Grosse Pointe. Grosse Pointe is a beautiful town with so much history and 

character. Grosse Pointe has so much to offer, however I mostly enjoyed boating with the great friends I have made during my summer at Meridian.” 

   Q) Was anything about the city different than your expectations?
   A) “I was aware of my surroundings, as always, and felt safe in the city. There was always a great presence of officers and security present. I was not uncom-
fortable walking around or enjoying Campus Martius or local restaurants at lunch.”

   Q) What was your favorite part of working in the city?
   
   A) “My favorite part about working in the city was being part of a crucial time for Detroit as it works back up to the amazing city it once was. I love Detroit! 
It was fun to watch it improve over the summer and I look forward to watch Detroit continue to grow and improve when I return to Meridian next summer.”

   Q) How often did you visit Detroit in your four years at Seaholm high school, if at all?
   
   A) “I was in Detroit a few times throughout the years.  I was always with my parents. I remember attending plays at the Fox, Tiger games, the Detroit Institute of 

Art, a 5K, and other events.  I encourage high school students to explore Detroit. The City has so much to offer, so support Detroit any way you can!”

   Q) What would you say to students thinking about working/volunteering/ spending time in the city?
 

   A) “DO IT!  You will feel as if they were part of the movement happening in Detroit. In my opinion, Detroit is the next big city. We are so lucky to be so close to 
this city and lucky to be able to go there without having to worry. To work in Detroit is not only a great opportunity but a great experience to be able to add to 

your resume. As for volunteering, Meridian also played a big part in supporting this great City with many volunteering opportunities.  I feel that if everyone does 
their part in contributing to Detroit it will only get better! This is a great opportunity to get involved in the community and make this city the best it can be!”

Graphic by Ellie Braun
Content by Caroline Owens and Max Joelson

DETROIT EDITION
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Content by Caroline Owens and Max Joelson

Photos by Caroline Owens 

Rising Detroit
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   As we enter third trimester 
and the impending spring, 
a team to pay attention to 
is our girl’s soccer team. 
With just over 20 girls on 
the team, both new and 
returning Varsity members, 
the team is ready to kick off 
their season with a winning 
streak. The captains of this 
year’s team are junior Zoe 
Gaffney and senior Paige 
Hartwig, and the team is 
led by head coach Manny 
Rodrigues.
   The girl’s season runs 
from now until the end of 
May, and the girls will play a 
total of 18 games, excluding 
districts. If the girls play in 
district games, the season 
will go until June.
   What makes this year’s 
team different than teams 
past is the camaraderie of 
the athletes.
   “We are a strong team 
with a lot of good players 
with great skills and person-
ality,” senior Maddie Sparks 
said, “And as a whole, we 
are a very close-knit group. 

Liam Neel
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Ava Suchara 
Features Editors
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

Lacrosse 
Confident 

Under New 
Leadership

Kicking Off the Season 

   As the 2017 Lacrosse season 
is upon us, so is a new coach-
ing staff for the BU Varsity 
Men’s Lacrosse team.
   This years’ troops are head-
ed by first year head coaches 
Nick Stensen and Nate 
Reynolds, who are seeking to 
overlook the underwhelming 
8-11 season that they were left 
with from a year ago.
   However, with this year’s 
leadership, the Bulldogs are 
keeping the expectations high 
for this coming spring. 
   “This year, we hope to win 
all of our games in the regular 
season. With our schedule, 
we believe this is achievable,” 
senior captain Dylan Sutton 
said. “We hope to win our 
region and continue to make 
a deeper playoff run than we 
have in years past”.
   However, Stensen believes 
that not only is team success 
measured on the field, but it 
is also important in the class-
room and in the community. 
   “First and foremost, we 
want to excel as student-ath-
letes, care about the team’s 
success above our own and 
represent our community 
of Birmingham in a positive 
way,” Stensen said.”
   Stensen also noted that it is 
up to the players to establish 
specific team and individual 
goals at this point of the 
season. 
   As this year’s seniors begin 
their final campaign for BU, 
they believe that their team 
chemistry is going to be a key 
factor for them this season.
   With many players having 
experience playing with each 
other since youth lacrosse, 
the Bulldogs believe that their 
chemistry will only lead to 
continued success.
   “A lot of us seniors have 
been playing on the same 
team since 5th grade, and it 
shows on the field,” senior 
Liam Pierce said.
   Sutton bears witness to the 
chemistry as well.
   “We know how each one 
of us plays. This is a year we 
think we can do something 
very special,” Sutton said.
   One major key to a bounce 
back year this year is going to 
be finishing out close games. 
In 2016, the Bulldogs played 
in four overtime games, and 
one double overtime game, 
going 1-4 through those 
games.
   Birmingham Unified also 
lost in six games by only one 
goal this past season. If the 
Bulldogs can overcome some 
close games, the outcome on 
this year’s season could be 
much different.
   One factor that could affect 
the team a drastic amount is 
the adaptation between two 
new head coaches and their 
new team. When asked about 
the adapting process, senior 
captain and Madonna Uni-
versity commit Gary Cutler 
pointed back to the senior 
leadership for the team.
   “We have a lot of strong 
senior leaders that can help 
with the process of adapting 
to the great new head coaches 
we have,” Cutler said.
   Stensen and Reynolds are 
looking to avoid the feeling 
out period that teams often 
have with first year head 
coaches.
   The key to making sure 
everyone is on the same page 
for the new season came 
down to one word for Coach 
Stensen.
  “Trust: our initial focus is to 
accelerate the player/coach 
relationships in hopes to find 
a level of camaraderie that 
would be typical of a team 
that has been together for 
several years,” Stensen added.
   With all the tools set in 
place, the Bulldogs are 
primed for a bounce back 
season. The 2017 campaign 
begins on Thursday, March 
23 against Bloomfield Hills. 

   The Seaholm Girls Softball 
team has been working hard 
throughout the year and is 
excited to begin their 2017 
season. Their hard work and 
dedication during the off-
season has made the team 
anxious to start playing.
   Senior captain Cami Vida 
has high hopes for the future 
of the varsity team.
   “I can’t wait to see all of the 
hard work we put in through-
out the winter to finally pay 
off when we win districts this 
year,” Vida said.
   Sophomore shortstop and 
outfielder Reagan Hurd 
shares the same positive 
energy.
   “We’ve worked very hard in 
the off season. The captains 
are really committed to the 
team, and everyone else is 
putting in 110%, so it should 
be a really good season,” Hurd 
said.  
   The girls’ strong relation-
ship with each other and the 
coaches is what leads them to 
success. The coaches all want 
to see the girls succeed, get 
better and develop as players. 
They too have goals for the 
team this year.
   “Our coach has the dream 
to win districts this year and 
also to perform well in the 
Michigan Stars tournament,” 
Hurd said.
   This confident attitude 
towards the success of the 
season is all due to the unique 
bond that the team has. 
   “Everyone just has each oth-
ers back out there, and I think 
the best part of the season is 
the bond between the players 
and how we can really work 
together on and off the field,” 
Hurd said.
   Junior pitcher Erika Ma-
cArthur also believes that the 
strong dynamic of the team 
will be the key to achieving 
their goals.
   “We have really good team 
chemistry, so I’m excited to 
see how we play together,” 
MacArthur said.
   The special friendship be-
tween the players on the team 
is shown both on and off the 
field. The girls have fun tradi-
tions that they look forward 
to each season, such as pasta 
parties, ‘Beat Groves’ t-shirts 
and Slurpee runs.
   “We’re not just a team, we’re 
all friends outside of the team 
as well,” Hurd said.

   This fall, the Seaholm ath-
letic department put a new 
weight room policy in place. 
The policy states that from 
3-4 pm the weight room is 
open to athletes only, mean-
ing that students who don’t 
play a sport at Seaholm are 
not allowed to work out in the 
weight room until 4:00 pm. 
The policy also states that the 
weight room is locked at 3:05, 
and if you are not down there, 
you are not allowed to work 
out.
   The new policy was put in 
place by Athletic director 
Aaron Frank and the Seaholm 
athletic department. A big 
supporter of putting this new 
plan in place is Head Football 
Coach Jim Edward. Dewald is 
going into his sixth year as the 
head football coach, and he is 
looking for a change in culture 
in the weight room. 
   Dewald’s main purpose for 
supporting the new policy was 
to get a group of like-minded 
people in the weight room.
   “The reason for an athlete 
only time is to get like-minded 
students working together.” 
Dewald said. “Ultimately, we 
try to create a championship 
mindset with our athletes. A 
critical component of a cham-
pionship culture is a commit-
ted and unified team. Nothing 
unifies a team more than 
working out together.”

   “The weight room is open 
to all teams not specific 
teams,” Dewald said. “As 
supporter of all Seaholm 
teams I believe you need 
athletes that are inspired to 
work as a group and live up 
to standards, uphold values 
and passionately pursue a 
collective vision.” 
   Dewald also believes that 
this new policy will help form 
a bond between athletes 
playing different sports. This 
bond will help create a more 
determined and focused cul-
ture around Seaholm sports.
   “Athletes put themselves on 
the line to compete in front 
of their peers and crowds of 
people to represent Seaholm 
High School,” Dewald said. 
“There is a special bond with 
athletes that represent their 
school. I believe this bond 
will grow stronger with the 
new weight room standards.” 
   Since the new policy has 
been put into place, there has 
been some pushback from 
the student body. Dewald 
believes that the pushback 
is normal and happens with 
lots of new policies.
   “Like any change to a group 
or population, there will 
always be push back, but I 
believe we are heading in the 
right direction,” Dewald said.
   Junior Carter Stagner who 
plays football under Coach 
Dewald also believes that 
this new policy has Seaholm 
sports headed in the right 
direction.

   “I like the new policy that 
was put in,” Stagner said. 
“Since it is just teams down 
there now, there are fewer 
distractions, and people are 
able to work out more effec-
tively.”
   Stagner, like Dewald, be-
lieves that the policy will help 
students stay focused in the 
weight room.
   “Overall, it should be great 
policy for Seaholm sports. It 
will keep people more focused 
and driven in the weight room 
and help teams have better 
success,” Stagner said.
   Stagner plans to step up into 
a leadership role come this 
fall, and he likes what he sees 
out of the football program 
with the new policy.
   “I believe the team has 
improved a great amount 
from last because there are 
fewer distractions, and there 
is a group of people trying to 
accomplish the same goal,” 
Stagner said. 
   Fellow junior and teammate 
of Stagner’s, Jack Dyar, also 
has a positive outlook on the 
new weight room policy. He 
also believes that the new 
policy has Seaholm sports 
headed in the right direction.
   “I really do believe this will 
create a better culture,” Dyar 
said. “Since the policy has 
been put into place, it looks 
like more people are getting 
stronger and are more fo-
cused. There is a like-minded 
group of people down there, 

We have become great 
friends, and we don’t 
have any issues getting 
along. This is the best 
Seaholm team I have 
ever been a part of, by 
far.”
   Because of this, the 
girls have high expecta-
tions for their perfor-
mance this year.
   “We are a very close 
group of girls, and we 
have a lot of talent com-
ing in. We should do 
very well this season,” 
Hartwig said.
   Before the season 
even began, the girls 
the girls were already 
working up some steam 
toward their long-term rivals. 
Even with a total of 18 games 
in this season, only one seems 
to matter:
   “Our biggest rival is Troy 
Athens. Last year we lost to 
them in the first round of 
districts 1-0. We played hard 
throughout the enire game, 
and Athens scored a lucky 
goal with only 10 seconds left 
in the second half. We didn’t 
deserve to lose because I 

know we wanted it so much 
more than they did,” Sparks 
said. “This year, there is no 
doubt that we are going to 
beat Athens. If we continue 
to practice hard every day, we 
will be unstoppable because 
of the talent each player on 
our team possesses.”
   Regardless of the oppo-
nents’ skills, the Maples are 
confident in their abilities.
   “They are good,” Hartwig 
said. “But we should win this 

year.”
   Aside from focusing on their 
cross-town rivals, the girls 
also spend a lot of bonding 
time together, in and out of 
season. This includes taking 
a trip together at the end of 
May.
   “I am most looking forward 
to going up to Traverse City at 
the end of May and staying in 
a cottage with everyone. We 
do this every year and it really 
strengthens that bond be-

tween one another even more 
than before,” Sparks said. “We 
have a lot of fun with each 
other up there. We spend time 
at the lake swimming, scrim-
maging teams from around 
that area, eating an extreme 
amount of s’mores, and creat-
ing life long memories.”
   For the seniors entering 
their last season as a Maple, 
it’s a time that brings both 
sadness and a drive that is 
stronger than that of their 
past three years.
   “It is very bittersweet,” 
Hartwig said. “I have had 
some of my best memories 
from the past three years in 
this program.”
   Sparks feels the same way.
   “I’m sad to have this be my 
last season as a Maple. Some 
of my greatest memories have 
been playing for the Seaholm 
Soccer team,” Sparks said. “I 
have been dedicated to this 
program for four years and it 
has been the best moments of 
my high school career. I look 
forward to seeing how this 
program will continue to im-
prove and how far this team 
will get in the end.”

Softball 
Season in 
Full Swing
Cece Cousins
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of Maddie Sparks
 Senior Maddie Sparks leads the pack to a Maple Victory last season.

people who have set a goal to 
get better physically. Any-
body can join(the workout) 
if they are willing to work to 
coach Dewald’s standards.”
   As athletes seem to enjoy 
this new policy, there are 
several students that are up-
set with the new policy. One 
of those students is junior 
soccer player Grant Davis. 
   “I feel that the new policy is 
unfair for athletes that aren’t 
on the football team,” said 
Davis. 
   Davis also feels that this re-
stricts students’ rights to use 
the facilities at Seaholm.
   “I think anyone should 
be able to use it anytime its 
open,” Davis said. “If some 
athletes have tighter sched-
ules after school, this system 
ruins any chance they have 
of getting a solid lift. Now I 
barely have anytime to get 
my calf raises in because I 
have to wait for the football 
team.”
   Because the new policy 
was only put in this fall, it’s 
hard to say whether or not 
this will truly help Seaholm 
sports in the future. But the 
Seaholm Athletic department 
and Coach Dewald seem to 
be very confident that this 
policy has Seaholm sports 
headed in the right direction. 
The Seaholm student body 
will just have to wait and see 
whether or not this policy 
will pay off until this upcom-
ing fall.

Seaholm Switches Weight Room Policy
Nick Lang
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Baseball Looks to Cut Down Errors
John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

   After an up-and-down 
season in 2016 that saw the 
Maples jump out to an 8-1 
start but falter down the 
stretch, the Seaholm Varsity 
Baseball team is looking to 
right the wrongs from last 
year. Head Coach John Toth 
is in his second year at the 
helm for the Maples, and after 
an error-plagued 2016, fixing 
those errors is the main focal 
point for the team.
   “There’s one thing with us, 
and it’s very simple,” Toth 
said. “We had 98 errors last 
year. That cannot happen. 
Fixing that has been our main 
focus the entire offseason.”
   Senior third baseman Chase 
Powers echoed the focus on 
eliminating errors.
    “It all comes down to hav-
ing confidence and taking 
the outs that are given to us,” 
Powers said. “We need to con-
trol what we can control, and 
making the routine plays goes 
a long way.”
   Toth isn’t only talking about 
the importance of fielding.    
He has changed up practices 
from previous years in order 
to minimize errors.
   “The first step to fixing our 
errors is extra work in prac-
tice,” Toth said. “We know 
the pitching and hitting will 
be there, so spending extra 

time in the field has been very 
important.”
   Toth also emphasized the 
second step to eliminating er-
rors: the mental side.
   “We have a lot of quality 
arms,” Toth said. “It really 
comes down to knowing we 
have the talent to get the job 
done, and just relaxing and 
making routine plays in the 
field. If we had even half the 
errors we had last year, we 
would have won 7 to 8 more 
games.”
   Powers also showed con-
fidence in the team’s hitting 
and pitching, and under-

stands just how big of a dif-
ference cutting down errors 
could make.
   “Even on a team with the  
best hitters, you can’t rely on 
scoring 7-8 runs per game,” 
Powers said. “I think in year 
two of this regime, we’re re-
ally starting to buy into what 
Coach Toth is preaching, and 
that’s making defense a prior-
ity.”
   The Maples have many 
returning starters this year, 
including players who have 
had varsity experience for 
three years, like Powers, Liam 
Neel, and Graham Girdler.   

However, the team also 
features young talent, such as 
pitcher Max Schumaker, who 
saw a lot of action last year as 
a freshman.
   “Last year was kind of a 
blur, but it was good to get ex-
perience and I think that will 
help me this year,” Schumak-
er said. “I think the leadership 
on the team this year is very 
strong, and I think that will be 
the reason we don’t repeat our 
failures from last year.”
   With a new focus on de-
fense, Toth believes this 
Maples can achieve great 
things this season.

Photo Courtesy of Liam Neel
 Seaholm seniors Liam Neel and Chase Powers, along with junior Justin Miller, talk strategy 

on the mound .

Photo Courtesy of Erika MacArthur
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