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Newsweek Ranking Incorrect

Sills Fun Run A Success

   Kimberly Jean Bailey Da-
vis, a country clerk of Rowan 
County, Kentucky made na-
tional news when she refused 
to issue marriage licenses 
to both gay and straight 
couples. Davis Davis was ar-
rested on September 3, 2015 
with the charge of contempt 
of court. 
   After spending five days in 
jail, Davis was released on 
September 8, 2015. Accord-
ing to The Washington Post, 
Davis was allowed to resume 
her job as long as she agreed 
not to interfere with the mar-
riage licenses. 
   After the Supreme Court 
ruled in favor of gay mar-
riage on June 26, 2015, gay 
and lesbian couples have 
the right to marry in all 50 
states. However, Davis be-
lieved that the action of dis-
tributing marriage licenses to 
gay couples went against her 
religious beliefs.
   Seaholm is a community 
filled with different opinions 
surrounding the Davis case, 
and a mixture of students 
and teachers allowed the 
Highlander to hear their 
thoughts on the situation. 
   Sophomore Noah Fritz 

   Every year, Newsweek 
comes out with their list 
ranking high schools across 
the nation. This year, 
Seaholm ranked #484 and 
Groves ranked #222 out of 
500 total schools on the list 
released August 19. 
   Newsweek released two 
lists in regards to high school 
rankings in 2015. One of the 
lists, the one they call their 
“absolute” list, only ranks 
schools that perform at or 
above the 70th percentile 
for their state, according to 
Newsweek. Their second list, 
“Beating the Odds”, takes 
into account socioeconomic 
standing and the school’s 
ability to overcome it. The list 
being discussed in the this 
article is the former. 
   These rankings contradict 
with lists that have come out 
before it, which have consis-
tently ranked Seaholm above 
Groves. 
   US News and World 
Report’s list ranking high 
schools in Michigan (public, 
charter, and magnet) ranked 
Seaholm in the #5 slot, while 
Groves was assigned #22. 
Additionally, Niche K12’s list, 
which only took into account 
other public schools, put 
Seaholm at #4 and Groves at 
#8. 
   One possible reason for 
the difference in rankings in 

regards to Newsweek was 
because the publication 
mixed up some data that 
Principal Rachel Guinn sent 
in, according 
to Guinn.
   “When the 
rankings 
came out, I 
immediately 
knew that 
something 
was wrong,” 
Guinn said. 
   Guinn 
then tracked 
down the 
person who 
published 
the News-
week article 
and spoke to 
them on the 
phone. The 
journalist 
said that the 
reason for 
Seaholm’s 
low rank-
ing was the 
school’s 
low college 
readiness 
numbers, 
which she 
claimed to 
have in her records as blank, 
but seemed to show in the 
rankings as “0”. 
   “I understood the clout that 
Newsweek has with these 
rankings as a new principal, 
so when I filled out the infor-
mation I had Mrs. Stevenson 
[the school secretary] check 

the written portions and [As-
sistant Principal Ali] Hamka 
check over the numbers for 
me,” Guinn said. “We are 

both human and we both 
could have missed it, but it 
seemed a little fishy to me.”
   Guinn then asked the jour-
nalist to rectify the report, 
because Seaholm has many 
college bound students, but 
Guinn did not get the answer 
she had hoped for. 

   “[She told me] Newsweek 
never corrects after the article 
is published,” Guinn said. 
   Newsweek will never 

correct the ranking that it 
gave Seaholm this year, so 
Seaholm’s ranking is not ac-
curate. Regardless, there was 
a gap in rankings between the 
schools no matter what list 
was looked at. 
   Seaholm and Groves have 
essentially the same curricu-

lum, with the only differ-
ences being from teacher 
to teacher and not school 
to school, both Guinn and 
Superintendent of BPS Dr. 
Daniel Nerad confirmed. 
Due to this fact, many are 
still puzzled as to why there 
is such a large discrepancy 
between the rankings of the 
schools. 
   “Any type of ranking like 
that is going to have some 
sorts of nuances to it, so the 
fact of the matter is, there’s 
going to be a difference,” 
Nerad said. “One is going to 
be placed at one point and 
one is going to be placed at 
another. But at the end of the 
day, these are two very high 
quality high schools.”
   Nerad said that one of the 
main goals for the schools is 
to make sure young people 
are, “future ready,” and he 
believes that both schools 
do a very good job at that. 
However, he warns people to 
perhaps take the fact num-
bers of the rankings with a 
grain of salt. 
   “The reality of it is that 
both high schools were well 
placed,” Nerad said. “One 
was placed erroneously, but 
both were on this list of high 
quality high schools across 
the entire country. I think 
that is the main message 
we need to take out of that. 
There will always be some 
fine-grain differences.”
   The Superintendent want-
ed to reiterate that while 

   On September 19, Junior 
Stephanie Sills and the 
American Cancer Society 
(ACS) hosted a run to raise 
money for lung cancer 
research at Seaholm High 
School. The run raised al-
most 20,000 
dollars, with 
all proceeds 
going directly 
to the ACS. 
Sills’ mother 
is currently 
fighting lung 
cancer. 
   “She’s done 
with radia-
tion, but still 
has to get 
chemotherapy 
treatments 
every week,” 
Sills said, “It’s 
an aggres-
sive form of 
cancer, and it 
never really 
goes away.”
   Despite being in remission, 
regular chemotherapy treat-
ments now must be a weekly 
ordeal for Beth Sills, a fifty-
five-year-old mother of two.
   Sills’ motive for the run was 
fairly straightforward.
   “I just wanted to help my 
mom,” Sills said.
   According to the Ameri-
can Lung Association, lung 
cancer is the disease with the 
most fatalities for both men 
and women in America. In 
order to honor her mother, 
Sills came up with the idea to 
have a run to raise money for 
the cause.
   There was a lot to be done 

in order for the run to be a 
success. Donors had to be 
contacted to support the run 
with food, water, shirts and 
other necessary materials. 
Sills was in charge of it all.
   Sills also enlisted two of her 
good friends and fellow ju-
niors, Tess Collins and Mary 
Kate Mullen, to help her plan 

the run.
   The run went off without 
a hitch. Despite adverse 
weather conditions, many 
people came out to show their 
support of the Sills’ family.
   "Although the weather was 
not in our favor, the turn out 
was amazing! So many people 
came out to support this great 
cause” Mullen said
   Mullen and Collins played 
intricate roles in the success 
of the run. 
   “I was just really proud of 
Stephanie, and wanted to do 
anything I could to help,” Col-
lins said.  
   In addition to Collins and 

Mullen, Sills has been work-
ing closely with Jo Rosen, 
the Relay Life Ambassador in 
West Bloomfield, as well as a 
volunteer on behalf of ACS.
   “Stephanie impressed me,” 
Rosen said. “She was putting 
forth so much effort to make a 
difference in Lung Cancer.
   Rosen was most impressed 

with the 
immense 
support 
given by the 
Seaholm 
community 
to Sills, and 
in turn 
Sills to her 
mother.
   “The 
school 
supports 
these young 
people, and 
in addi-
tion their 
families and 
friends have 
been donat-
ing to the 
Lung Run 
to ensure 

great success,” Rosen said.
   217 runners showed up to 
support the cause, as well as 
33 volunteers.
   One of these runners, junior 
Audrey Ladd, was extremely 
proud of her fellow cross 
country teammate.
   “It was awesome that she 
put this whole thing together,” 
Ladd said. “The whole team is 
really proud.” 
   The team is just one fraction 
of the Seaholm supporters 
Ladd has. According to Rosen, 
the support of the Seaholm 
community has been stagger-
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From left to right: Stephanie Sills, Mary Kate Mullen and Tess 

Collins. The three girls raised almost 200 dollars for lung 
cancer research.

shared that although he does 
support same-sex marriage, 
he does believe that Davis had 
the right to preform the ac-
tions she was in support of.
   “Everyone has the right to 
their own opinion,” Fritz said. 
“She has the right to her own 
opinion and she stood by it.”
   However, social studies 
teacher Bob Carleton believes 
that due to her position of 
power, Davis has a duty to 
preform all actions granted by 
the federal law. He believes 
that she should put her opin-
ions aside and do what she 
was hired to do.
   “She’s in violation of the law 
and she’s depriving someone 
of their rights,” Carleton said.
   Claiming religious freedom 
in order to deny marriage 
licenses can blur the lines be-
tween what is federally man-
dated and what is part of basic 
constitutional rights. Flex 
teacher Peter Smith believes 
that Davis was incorrect in her 
defense using the first amend-
ment because she was taking 
away the rights of others.
   “I think she did deserve to 
go to jail because she was 
in violation of the rule of 
law,” Smith said. “When she 
claimed religious freedom, 
I thought it was ironic that 
people use the first amend-
ment to deny the first amend-
ments of others.”
   Some believe that jail as a 

result of Davis’s actions was 
a harsh price to pay. How-
ever, senior Maclane Paddock 
believes that Davis should be 
treated as equally as any other 
law-breaking citizen.
   “Not only was she disre-
spectful to the judge but she 
also was disobeying a federal 
law,” Paddock said. “Just like 
any other law, she should be 
sent to prison for that.”
   There was speculation from 
the general public if Davis 
should be able to return to 
her job as county clerk. Each 
day Davis will have to issue 
marriage licenses, and some 
of these will be given to same-
sex couples. 
   Davis claims she doesn’t 
plan on changing her opin-
ions or actions based on the 
law, but Smith believes she 
should follow what is feder-
ally mandated.
   “I think she should resign 
because if she’s not willing 
to enforce the law, then she’s 
not willing to do her job then 
she should resign or be fired,” 
Smith said. “If I didn’t do my 
job or I refused to preform my 
job, I would get fired.”
   Senior Eric Ruthruff be-
lieves that Davis shouldn’t 
have been given her job back 
in the first place.
   “I don’t think that anyone 
who just declines to do their 
job should just have it handed 

there may be some differ-
ences in the actual rankings 
of the schools, just the fact 
that both schools are consis-
tently ranked on these lists is 
a testament to the quality of 
the schools. 
   “The statement that I use 
is ‘schools are more than test 
scores’,” Nerad said. “You 
can’t, through a test score, 
talk about all the great things 
that happen in a high school 
for the development of young 
people.”
   He adds that these rankings 
don’t take into account extra-
curriculars, co-curriculars, 
and other actives which allow 
students to grow and learn 
in a different way than in 
the classroom, which is also 
a very important aspect of a 
school. 
   “Through these activities 
you get to figure out how to 
get along with people, what 
your strengths are, what areas 
you need to improve upon,” 
Nerad said. “I would think 
that that is the most impor-
tant quality of a high school.”
   If young people find that 
their school is not only a place 
that offers great academics 
but is a place they want to be, 
Nerad says that those are the 
things that matter more in the 
long run. He urges everyone 
to keep these rankings in 
context.
   Both Nerad and Guinn 
agree that there is far more 
to a school than just the raw 
numbers.



“Traveling allows you 
to learn things about 
yourself and other 

people” 

- Mike Wicker

Head of the Social Studies 
and Experiential Learning 
department Mi-
chael Wicker has 
organized an envi-
ronmental science 
trip to northern 
Michigan, called 
the Inland Seas 
Trip, leaving this 
weekend.
   “We spend an 
afternoon on a ship 
on the Great Lakes 
and study things 
like invasive spe-
cies and take water 
and soil samples,” 
Wicker said. “An-
other half-day will 
be spent at a fish 
hatchery run by 
the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources. We’ll 
go to Sleeping Bear Sand 
Dunes, and we’ll go to a bio 
dome amongst other things.” 
   The trip is open to Seaholm 
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Run, Barclay, Run!
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   People spend many months 
preparing to 
run a mara-
thon. But how 
would you 
prepare to run 
a marathon 
every day for 
100 straight 
days?
   “Run. Run a 
lot. I’ll throw 
in a bit of 
cross-training, 
but as much as 
I can I’ll just 
run. A lot.”
   These are 
the words of 
Seaholm alu-
mus Barclay 
Oudersluys, 
who, on May 
9th in Los An-
geles, Califor-
nia, embarked 
on his 3,150 
mile journey 
across America. 
Oudersluys 
had to run 30 
miles a day to reach Rock-
land, Maine by August 16th. 
He calls it ‘Project Gump’, but 
most of us would probably 
just call it insanity.
   Oudersluys isn’t just doing 
this for fun, he’s doing it for 
a cause. The STEPS founda-

tion, started by Ryan and Sara 
Hall, who were unable to be 
reached for this story due to 
the fact that they just adopted 

4 girls in the past few weeks, 
aim to do simple things in Af-
rican villages like build wells 
that make a huge difference.
   “The Halls really care about 
what they’re doing” Oud-
ersluys said. “The STEPS 

foundation isn’t the biggest 
organization, so they can’t do 
huge projects other charities 
do, but being small means 

each 
dona-
tion 
really 
mat-
ters 
and 
that 
they 

have a connection to 
the communities they’re 
helping.”
   STEPS is working to 
create wells in the many 
villages in the African 
country Mozambique. 

Many people and children are 
dying due to their lack of ac-
cess to clean drinking water. 
Each well costs around 600 
dollars to build, so each dona-
tion really counts.
   The Seaholm community 
was a huge help for Ouder-
sluys. Mallory Hinz, who went 
to school and was friends with 
Oudersluys works at Crow-
drise, the fundraising website 
he used to let people know 

about Project Gump and tell 
them how to donate.
   “When I heard about what 
Barclay was doing, I specifi-
cally worked with Barclay to 
add some graphics to help 
his page stand out” said 
Hinz
For anyone who was won-
dering how many shoes it 
takes to run 3,150 miles, the 
answer is 6. Oudersluys was 
rotating them as he ran. Not 

only is 3,150 miles 
hard on a few pairs 
of shoes, but it’s also 
difficult on your mind 
and body.
   “The hardest part 
is the mental aspect. 
Waking up every 
morning and running 
knowing it would easy 
to stop, it’s not easy.” 
Oudersluys said.
   Oudersluys has 
raised 11,500 dollars 
at the time this story 
is being written, 1,500 
more than his goal. 
This equates to 19 
more wells, and many 
more lives saved. 
But would he ever do 
something like this 
ever again?
   “Uhhh… no,” Oud-
ersluys said. “Defi-
nitely not.”

Experiencing Cuba

   Mike Wicker, head teacher 
of the experiential learn-
ing department, has invited 
students from Seaholm and 
Groves, along with their par-
ents, to join him in exploring 
Havana, Cuba. The trip will 
take place from June 22-30, 
2016.
   Wicker believes that since 
1960, a time when the United 
States and Cuba were gov-
ernmentally at odds and the 
embargo breaking diplomatic 
relations was imposed, curios-
ity towards Cuba has esca-
lated. 
    “I’ve always wanted to go 
to Cuba for the idea that we 
couldn’t go there,” Wicker 
said. “You know, like, how 
children always want to do 
what they are not allowed to.”
   According to Explorica, the 
trip’s travel agency, Wicker 
isn’t alone in his desire to 
travel with a school to a dif-
ferent culture.
   “The amount of students 
traveling to Cuba is increas-
ing,” a customer service 
representative from Explorica 
said.

   Highlights of the trip in-
clude sightseeing Old Havana, 
meeting local Cuban artists 
during the Muraleando com-
munity project exchange, 
visiting the Compas Dance 
and Music Company and 
even traveling to the Cuban 
National Circus School. 
   Se-
nior 
Eric 
Ruth-
ruff is 
plan-
ning 
on at-
tend-
ing 
the 
trip. 
   “I’m 
excit-
ed to 
spend 
time 
with 
the 
teach-
ers 
that 
are 
going 
and 
to 
expe-
rience 
something outside of the 
country because I’ve never 
been out of the country be-
fore,” Ruthruff said.
 Wicker is keeping the trip 

open to students and their 
parents, along with other 
teachers attending the trip.
   “The way the trip works is 
for every six students that 
sign up, the company pro-
vides a chaperone,” Wicker 
said.
   According to Wicker, the 

current price for students is 
$3,345 (age 23 and under) 
and $3,755 for adults. Both 
prices include round-trip air-
fare, all transportation, sight-

seeing tours, hotel expenses, 
daily meals, and a full-time 
multi-lingual tour director. 

    Wicker plans on chaperon-
ing along with Flex teacher 
Robin Moten. Moten looks 
forward to watching the 
students experiment with new 

challenges during the trip.
   “Experiential learning is 
designed to get you out of 
your comfort zone, away from 
the constant pressure of grad-

ing and more into a mode 
of education for personal 
growth; historically, that’s 
what education is supposed 
to be to be for,” Moten said.
   While students attend the 
trip, Wicker believes there 
will be a large emphasis 
on the value of experien-
tial learning. He plans on 
having students apply what 
they learn to their own 
   “Experiential learning is 
all about changing who you 
are by doing something,” 
Wicker said. “They talk 
about the Birmingham 
bubble as a joke, but it’s an 
easy life to live in the sub-
urbs of Detroit. It’s really 
interesting and important 
to see how the rest of the 
world lives.”
   Moten and Wicker both 
believe that going to Cuba 
now is a greater opportunity 
than it was in earlier times. 
They both predict that there 
is only a small amount of 
time before Cuba relates to 
the Western world
   “In Cuba, there are no 
McDonald’s, Starbucks, 
Walmarts, etc.  … As dip-
lomatic relations return, 
America is going to start 
getting a foothold economi-
cally and businesswise,” 
Wicker said. “The country’s 
going to look very different 
in five years.”

Courtesy Of  Mike Wicker
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Brief: Wicker Goes Up NorthDavis 
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and Groves students who take 
environmental science.    
   One student who will be 
going on the trip is Seaholm 
senior Caelin Craig. 

   “My goal is to be a marine 
biologist, so I’m interested in 
the things we’ll be seeing on 
the trip and how it could re-
late to my career,” Craig said. 
“I’m looking forward to going 

to Sleeping Bear Dunes and 
going out on a schooner to 
Traverse Bay.” 
   Groves teacher Cynthia 
Sherman will join the group 

on the trip. 
The group 
consists of 
six students, 
four from 
Groves and 
two from 
Seaholm. 
   Wicker 
states that 
experiential 
learning is 
an 
important 
part of edu-
cation. 
   “Travel-
ing allows 
you to learn 
things 

about yourself and other 
people,” Wicker said. “You 
learn things while traveling 
that you wouldn’t learn in 
school.”

John Dolan
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com
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 back to them,” Ruthruff said.
   Carlton however is confident 
that if Davis can put her per-
sonal opinions aside, she can 
continue to preform the job. 
He thinks Davis can earn her 
job back by obeying the law.
   “Her job is to uphold the 
law,” Carleton said. “If she is 
going to uphold the law, I’d 
give her a second chance.”
   Paddock believes that a 
re-examination of Davis’s 
abilities to preform her job is 
needed before she continues 

Photo Courtesy Of Barclay Oudersluys
Oudersluys reaches Illinois. Photo courtesy of Oudersluys’ Twitter, 
@ProjectGump

Photo Courtesy Of Barclay Oudersluys
The runner at Union Pass in Wyoming

to preform her duties. She 
thinks that if Davis isn’t ca-
pable of obeying federal law, 
she should look for a different 
job.
   “I think that she definitely 
needs to be examined and 
probably re-interviewed and 
go through the process again 
because someone in her posi-
tion needs to realize that you 
need to be obeying all the 
laws of the country,” Paddock 
said. “If you can’t do that in 
your job then you shouldn’t 
be working there.”
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Maple Road Changes

Changing from four to three 
lanes, Maple Road is experi-
encing changes this October 
in hopes of improvement. 
   When the project begins, 
the roads will be restriped as 
two lanes with a turn lane in 
the center.     
   “Well, essentially, the only 
thing that’s gonna be chang-
ing on the road physically is 
the road surface. The road 
project we’re doing is simply 
a resurfacing project.” City 
Manager Joe Valentine said. 
“It won’t change the width 
of the road, so the curbs are 
gonna stay in the current 
location.”
   Once the restriping takes 
place, a six-month trial will 
take place to see whether this 
will be more efficient or not.
   “The traffic modeling that 
was done suggested that...
traffic would continue to 
flow and people wouldn’t 
be bottlenecked where they 
thought they had to detour 
off the road to go somewhere 
else.” Valentine said. “That’s 
part of the reason we’re doing 
the test, it’s to verify whether 
or not these studies are going 
to be accurate.”
   Valentine also said that 
additional crosswalks, lane 

stripes for visualization, and 
lights will be included in the 
project.
   “What’s going to hap-
pen with W. Maple Road 
is a skimming of the road’s 
surface to take off about two 
inches of the road’s surface 
and then put in all new road 
surface. So the road will be 
all smooth and refinished.” 
Valentine said. 
   Students and staff members 
of Seaholm were asked their 
opinion on the topic.
   Louis Pavloff, a Psychol-
ogy and U.S. History teacher, 
has a neutral stance upon the 
upcoming changes. 
   “I know that traditionally 
when you widen a road, you’re 
gonna increase traffic. If that’s 
what the community wants, 
then God bless...I don’t really 
have an opinion one way or 
another.” Pavloff said.
   While Pavloff did not have 
an opinion, senior Lauren 
Moore did. She believes the 
changes will only complicate 
the traffic.
   “I think it will cause a lot 
of traffic around the area.” 
Moore said. “and getting into 
Birmingham will take a lot 
longer than it usually does 
now. It will be a big hassle.” 
   World War II and World 
History teacher Bob Carleton 
has concerns for the pedes-

trians and how this will affect 
them. 
   “It might make things a little 
safer for the pedestrians, but 
it might increase the traffic 
in the neighborhoods, which 
then would make it unsafe 
for the pedestrians.” Carleton 
said. “I think that they’re try-
ing to cut down on the traffic 
going through Maple into 
Downtown...So they’re gonna 
have to really look at the plans 
on how to do this to make it 
work.”
   Math teacher Michelle Kong 
believes that the change will 
help people obey the speed 
limits on Maple Road.
   “I didn’t even know it was 
happening...I do feel like 
people speed a lot on Maple 
and maybe the change will 
help slow people down.” Kong 
said.
   Senior Colin Flannery feels 
that the change will be a posi-
tive one. 
   “In the end, I think it’ll 
be helpful in certain ways,” 
Flannery said. “It’s gonna 
be a lot easier and a lot safer 
to get across and there’s not 
gonna be as many accidents. 
I’ve seen a lot around there 
because of turning. So I think 
it’s actually a pretty good 
thing.” Flannery said.

Lauren Wilson
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

    Wednesday September 16 
Seaholm locked in to the 
republican debates on CNN.
   “Carly Firorina impressed 
me,” AP Government teacher 
Barbara Harte said . “She 
sustained body 
blows throughout 
the debate.”
   Harte, a govern-
ment teacher at 
Seaholm assigned 
the debate as a 
homework assign-
ment to students. 
Those who did a 
proficient job on 
the assignment 
were given extra credit
   “I want to pay attention 
to it more,” senior Zaven 
Dadian said. He will be eli-
gible to vote in the upcoming 
election.
   Dadian is currently en-
rolled in the AP US Govern-
ment class taught by Harte 
but as a senior he, like many 
others realizes the impor-
tance of these debates.
   In similar fashion Flex stu-
dents were required to watch 
the debates as a part of their 
course work. 
   Junior Abby Bernard felt 
Fiorina won the debate. 
Bernard is a junior, but as 
the future of seaholm and 
the country realizes that she 
must be an active partici-
pant of the nation’s political 
agenda. 
   Beyond Government and 
Flex the Seaholm Highlander 
Live tweeted the event, keep-
ing the student population 
updated via Twitter.
   The first round consisted 
of the less supported can-
didates, namely Graham, 

Pataki, Jindal, and Santorum. 
Graham came out strong lay-
ing down his plan for ISIS, 
which consisted of putting 
American troops on the 
ground. 
   Santorum seconded this 
notion of boots on the ground 
in places like Syria and Iraq, 
but stated that it could be 

done with half the number of 
troops (20,000) Graham sug-
gested . 
    Another topic of interest 
was immigration and which 
candidates would provide 
amnesty to illegal immigrants. 
Jindal stumbled for words 
when he tried to back-track 
on his previous statements 
supporting amnesty for illegal 
immigrants. Santorum and 
Graham found themselves in 
a heated debate regarding the 
topic, neither one being able 
to agree on much of anything. 
At a certain point one would 
have to question whether they 
were fighting immigration or 
each other. 
   While most of the immigra-
tion discussion was directed 
toward the Mexican border, 
the question was brought up 
about Syria and the current 
dispersion of refugees across 
the world. 
   “Allowing more people into 
this country does not solve 
the problem,” said Jindal in 
regards to the US taking in 

refugees. 
   Jindal believes that we must 
stop the forces in Syria so that 
Syrian natives need not leave 
their homeland. 
   Another major topic of 
discussion was Iran and 
how it was to be handled. JV 
debaters made it clear to the 
audience they agreed with 
little to nothing in the Iran 
nuclear deal and should they 
be elected they would crack 
down on Iran and its nuclear 
practices. 
   At the 8 o’clock slot the 
debate consisted of the fol-
lowing candidates. Wasting 
no time, moderators opened 
with a Donald Trump related 
question to the surprise of ap-
proximately no one. 
   Trump found himself a little 
bit more laid back in this 
debate looking to project a 
more serious persona for the 
American public. However, 
he did still fire a few rounds 
at fellow candidates, most no-
tably Rand Paul, specifically 
when he claimed Paul could 
be made fun of for a variety of 
reasons. 
   Trump would not be the 
only candidate to get per-
sonal as Walker would have 
what could have been the 
most clever line of the night 
directed at Trump.
   “We don’t need an appren-
tice in the White House,” said 
Walker, referring to one of 
Trump’s claims to fame. 
   Although Walker will be 
best remembered for this one 
liner he has since dropped out 
of the running. This is a result 
of dropping poll numbers 
(around 1%).
   The Democratic debates 
are scheduled for October 13, 
2015.

Republican 
Debate Recap

Brendan Knight
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

“Carly Fiorina impressed 
me. She sustained body 
blows throughout the 

debate.”
- Barbara Harte

Run
Cont. from page 1

   “People are rushing to 
support the cause in honor 
of Stephanie’s family,” 
Rosen said.
   And in the end, it was 
the support of the Seaholm 
Maples, along with the 
drive of Sills, that ended 
up making an impact in 
the community.
   Raising over 200 people 
to band together for a 
common goal is no small 
feat, and it was all started 
with an idea.
   “We were just at lunch one day when we 

came up with the idea.” Sills said. “There was 
really no big story.”
   And look how far that quick idea has come. 
217 runners, 20,000 dollars, and a legacy that 

will continue on; the girls plan on 
making the Lung Run an annual 
event
   “I am so proud of what we ac-
complished, and can't wait for the 
years to come!” Mullen said.
   With the support of the ACS, 
Sill’s dream to raise money for 
cancer became a reality. 
   “What is the legacy you wish 
to leave in the world?  American 
Cancer Society is here globally, to 
help in any way; to get well, stay 
well, and fight back,” Rosen said.

Photo Courtesy of Gwyneth Lietz
Runners begin the Sills Fun 

Run on Midvale.
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   Awards are supposed to 
measure importance and val-
ue. They’re an exciting thing 
to receive, but a toxic thing to 
be denied. Suddenly, doubt 
and uncertainty in an ideal, 
once undeniably solid, are 
visible. In order to vanquish 
doubt, it must be reassured 
that awards are relatively 
arbitrary. 
   The recent Newsweek rank-
ings for the top public high 
schools caused doubt and un-
certainty among the Seaholm 
student body and faculty. 
However, the Highlander 
believes that the rankings 
Newsweek published don’t at 
all truly evaluate what embod-
ies Seaholm.
   There is no way for someone 
to be able to truly understand 

Peter Peterson
Guest Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Staff Editorial
There’s More to School than Education

the depth that many Ameri-
can high schools have in order 
to award them ranks. There is 
only mention of statistics. 
   What about atmosphere? 
There is significance to the 
daunting maple forest student 
section. There are impor-
tant clubs not recognized to 
the point where they would 
become an influence to the 
ratings. 
   Seaholm students are aware 
and participating in extra-
curriculars all throughout the 
year, such as sporting events 
and theatre among others. 
There are 1,214 accounts fol-
lowing the student section’s 
twitter, @THEMAPLEFOR-
EST. 
   The Seaholm student sec-
tion is shockingly enthusiastic 
and persistent it its spirit. 
This is a very healthy envi-

ronment for competition and 
athletics to flourish in. This 
is also a healthy environment 
for freshmen and other new 
students to be introduced 
into. It breeds social connec-
tions with 
classmates 
that can 
translate into 
comfort in the 
classroom.
   There are 
countless 
clubs only 
to be found at Seaholm that 
aren’t evaluated for rankings. 
Not every one of these clubs is 
large enough to be considered 
in these decisions of rank-
ing, but every one of them is 
important to the mechanisms 
of Seaholm’s student body. 
They’re like the student sec-
tion but on a smaller, more 

individualized scale. 
   Some people can’t decipher 
their importance in a group 
until that group is small 
enough so you can see every 
member’s face at once. That’s 

just another means by which 
Seaholm preaches inclusion. 
That’s not something there’s 
a statistic for, so it’s virtually 
impossible to include in this 
decision.
   What about the effort put 
into the grades produced by 
students in this school, not 
just the grades themselves? 

Pete’s Peeves

   I wanted 
to see the 
world, 
experience 
genuine 
diversity, get 
away from 
the bubble, 
cut the 

umbilical cord and live a little. 
Reality has since clipped 
my wings. After listening to 
enough college admissions of-
ficers, I’ve come to realize that 
college isn’t scary anymore, 
it’s ridiculous. 
   I sat amongst a sea of my 
own people. Drama folk from 
all across the nation. All en-
rolled at a summer intensive 
at the University of Michigan. 
The university had a captive 
audience. We were shifting 
in our seats anxiously as a 
portly bearded boar of a man 
avoided our eye contact. After 
plenty of fluff conversations 
about living accommodations, 
the fantasy of frat life started 
to fade. We moved on to the 
meat of the conversation. 
   A couple faces turned sour 
at the mention of a high 
average GPA and astronomi-
cally high ACT scores. Out of 
state tuition for University 
of Michigan’s Bachelors Fine 
Arts program (BFA) averaged 
about $42,000. As a local, I 
was barely listening. In state 
tuition was a mere $13,000.  I 
thought I wouldn’t be apply-
ing anyway, I had bigger and 
better things set up on the 
other side of the country. I 
took notice of the sweat form-
ing on the unfortunate mes-
sengers brow, his perspiration 
was an unconscious admis-
sion of guilt over the fact that 
he was crushing dreams.  Yet 
there was only a moment of 
dread. As we looked amongst 
each other, terrified, we broke 
into nervous laughter. 
   I thought to myself that 
maybe we were laughing 
because weeping would be too 

honest of a response. After all, 
I was in a room full of aspir-
ing actors. Or maybe we felt 
pity for those not yet capable 
of understanding the simple 
fact that they are statistically 
unwanted by their dream 
school. As creators of fantasy 
we were tasked with keeping 
the dream alive; and we did, 
but only for another couple of 
minutes. 
   The next question would 
strip us all of our dignity. It 
was revealed that BFA theater 
students had an 8% accep-
tance rate. My curiosity was 
piqued. My peers went rabid, 
eyeing each other’s throats 
as we were reminded of the 
competitive nature of the 
educational battlefield today. 
I was affected by the mania as 
well, overcome by an unbear-
able urge to try my luck and 
wet my pencil with the blood 
of students who got lower 
than a 30 on their ACT’s. I 
asked myself if I was a part of 
that elite 8%. 
   I had no answer. I didn’t try 
to look very hard. I consid-
ered my probable future at an 
institution out of state. What 
I saw in the looking glass was 
nearly dystopian. I saw my 
parents, now penniless pau-
pers with a son in a far away 
state, a hand in their wallets, 
and very little prospects. I saw 
my peers, laughing all the way 
to the bank with pockets full 
of trust fund money, and a 
house nearby their childhood 
home. Lastly, I saw myself, a 
drowning dreamer in a sea of 
fear with a cinderblock called 
finance tied around my ankle. 
   I’d like to say that the 
anxieties exaggerated by the 
college search process were as 
far away from me as I’d once 
hoped and believed I could get 
from Birmingham, but then 
I’d be a liar. $13,000 might be 
exactly what my dreams are 
worth, not a penny more. But 
at this point I can take solace 
in the fact that as much as I’ll 
want to cry, I’ll always be able 
to laugh.
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   The New 
Year be-
gins at last. 
Seniors 
prepare 
to leave 
Seaholm 
while new 
freshmen 
arrive to 

start their beautiful years. But 
how will this year go? I’ve got 
the answer right here.
   My first year at Seaholm 
was a rough start. I had a 
hard time fitting in and was 
nervous about what would 
happen. Though as the years 
went by I met many friends 
and friendly teachers. I began 
to love coming here as it felt 
like I was a part of something 
I could get used to. 
   When I became a sopho-
more I grew more custom to 
Seaholm’s rules and guide-
lines. I even began to enjoy 
Field Day, the yearly event 
where each of the classes get 
together to compete in sport-
ing events. I never participat-
ed but I was involved in the 
marching which I loved doing.
   The day I became a junior 
was certainly loads of fun 
for me as I began to grow a 
bit more mature in nature. I 
became much friendlier and 
talked to more people. I even 
invited people to sit with me 
at lunch, or I just sat with 
people I felt comfortable with.
   Now I’m a senior and I’m 
about to finish my days 
here at Seaholm. With the 
many things I’ve seen I can 
definitely tell that this year 
will be great. The students 
continue to grow and grow. 
The teachers continue to en-
lighten us on many things we 
thought couldn’t be possible. 
The classes became much 
more tolerable for us and we 
became less disinterested in 
everything we saw.
   But what is it that’s going to 
make this year great? It’s that 
whenever I walk through the 
halls I looked and heard many 
of the things the students 
have said. They all enjoyed 
being here and some even 
felt a little bad that they were 
going to leave this school after 
they graduate from being 
seniors. So that is why this 
school year will be terrific for 
students old and young, new 
and inexperienced, and those 
that are definitely worthy of 
calling themselves Seaholm 
Maples.

The 
new 
year

Drake Kondrat
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

It breeds social connections 
with classmates that can 

translate into comfort in the 
classroom.

Caroline Owens
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

These factors carry value, 
but are not accounted for by 
the journalists that made the 
decision.
   The teachers at Seaholm, for 
the most part, are willing to 
help any student struggling in 
their classes. Every Wednes-
day there is an hour dedicated 
to functioning like a college 
professor’s office hours. This 
teaches students responsibil-
ity in that they are given the 
gift of time to come in, but it 
is a conscious decision they 
have to make in order to get 
that extra help. 
   Also, it shows yet again that 
Seaholm provides an environ-
ment in which it is easy to 
ask for help. This hour, in the 
past, used to be two. It has 
been threatened many times 
by laws setting in place the re-
quirement for more classroom 

time. Newsweek perhaps saw 
this hour as a weakness when 
it may be one of the school’s 
greatest strengths.
   Regardless of anything an 
article may say, students of 
Seaholm are aware that the 
environment provided by the 
school is better than that of 
other institutions. While this 
may not influence a ranking, 
it influences their daily lives. 
   The student section, clubs, 
sports, teachers and other fac-
ulty at Seaholm aid in the cre-
ation of this healthy setting. 
It is for these reasons that 
there is no need to panic at 
the release of the high school 
rankings. Someone who has 
never seen Maple pride will 
not be able to accurately judge 
Maple pride.

   Junior year is supposed to 
be a time filled with new privi-
leges; taking blended classes, 
going out to lunch, being 
leaders of clubs, and for some 
lucky juniors, parking in the 
Seaholm parking lot.
   However, seniors get prior-
ity for those few coveted spots 
in the parking lot. After every 
senior that wants 
a pass gets one, 
then the valu-
able passes are 
awarded to a few 
lucky juniors.
   And when I say 
a few, I mean 
a few; under 
thirty juniors got 
parking passes 
this year, despite 
the class of 2017 
being the larg-
est class in the 
school currently.
   It may not 
seem like a big 
deal, but along 
with that lami-
nated maroon 
pass comes a 
world of pos-
sibilities.
   First of all, if 
you have a parking pass, your 
day starts much later than 
your fellow juniors fortunate 
enough to have received one. 
When driving into the lot, you 
can sleep in twenty, thirty, 
even forty minutes later, be-
cause you don’t have to worry 
about getting one of “the good 
spots” on Midvale.
   Plus, anytime before eight 
o’clock in the morning, you 
can consider about half 
the student population at 
Seaholm to be practically 
asleep. But hey, there’s one 
pro to not having a parking 
pass; nothing to wake you up 
in the morning like a quick 
mile walk into the school!
   And there’s truly nothing 
like that sinking feeling when 
you think, in your half asleep 

haze, you just may have 
parked in a fire zone.
   If you have a parking pass, 
going out to lunch is quick 
and fun. You casually stroll 
out to the lot, get into your 
car, and eat happy knowing 
you have an assured spot 
when you get back.
   However, if you aren’t one 
of the lucky few with a park-
ing pass, then lunch can be 

just short of terrifying. It’s 
a mad dash out of the pool 
doors to rush all the way 
to your car that’s hopefully 
somewhere on Midvale street. 
After arriving to your destina-
tion for lunch, depending on 
where you go, you may have 
anywhere between fifteen and 
twenty minutes to eat your 
lunch, then hop back in your 
car.
   And you’re not done 
yet. Once you get back to 
Seaholm, there is still stress 
about finding a parking spot. 
Thankfully, after both A and B 
lunches, there are less restric-
tions on parking on Midvale 
Street. But still, nothing is 
guaranteed.
   And you have one final step 
in your journey; the long walk 
back to your third or fourth 

hour class. Thankfully, we 
have been fortunate enough to 
have tame weather that makes 
the walk bearable. However, 
winter is just around the cor-
ner, and no one wants to get 
stuck walking almost a mile 
just to get back to lunch. 
   Then comes the final bell. 
I know there’s nothing you 
want more than to run home, 
hop into bed, and watch Net-
flix until you can’t procras-
tinate your homework any-
more. However, if you don’t 
have a parking pass, you must 
take just one more mile long 
journey back to your car. 
   Trust me, walking to and 
from your car before and after 
school, then on top of that do-
ing it all over again for lunch, 
gets really old, fast.
   Some kids who don’t have 
parking passes resort to get-
ting rides from a friend. That 
can have its perks; nothing is 
more fun than the excitement 
of never knowing when your 
friend will show up at your 
house in the morning. Will 
it be 6:45, when you’ve only 
been awake for five minutes, 
and only have time to brush 
your teeth? Or will it be 7:28; 
better get ready to sprint to 
your first hour!
   No matter what solution 
each respective junior finds to 
their own respective park-
ing dilemma, nothing will 
ever compare to pulling into 
the parking lot at whatever 
time you please, and resting 
assured knowing that no mat-
ter how far you have to park, 
you’ll never be more than 
an eighth of a mile from the 
school.
   I understand that there is 
limited space in the lot, and 
it makes sense that seniority 
rules. However, I’m sure there 
must be a better solution to 
the parking dilemma than just 
letting the poor juniors figure 
out where to park by them-
selves. 
But until we figure it out, just 
try to keep out of fire zones.

Photo by Charlotte Hoppen
A Seaholm registered parking pass sits 

inside a student’s car.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Man on the Street:
What do you think about the distribution of the parking passes?

“I don’t have any opinions because I 
don’t really know.”

-Freshman  Ian McMaster

“I don’t think that they gave enough 
passes to juniors even though all of the 
seniors are suppose to have them.”  

-Sophomore Jessica McKee

“I don’t think it was fair because there 
were a lot of empty spaces.”  

-Junior nichole McMaster

“It is a pretty good advantage for 
seniors because you don’t have to 
struggle to find a spot.”  

-Senior William Verhoef

Parking Annoyances



European countries that sur-
round it. She knew she would 
get a new experience every 
day, and that was exactly what 
she wanted.
   “In Italy, you have to study, 
but in America, you get to 
live.” Cutilli said. 
   Though she’s only been in 
America for two weeks, Cutilli 

has already noticed some 
major differences between the 
United States and her home 
country. 
   “There are just American 
flags everywhere!” Cutilli said, 
laughing. 
   But aside from the obvious 
patriotism, Cutilli noticed 
some other differences in the 
American culture as well.
   “All things are bigger.” She 
said, “and people are much, 
how do you say, friendlier.”
   Cutilli explains that she’s 
already met many wonder-
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Journey to the Olympic Trials

   Giorgia Cutilli sets down her 
backpack and hesitates before 
taking a seat. She scans the 
media center, studying every 
new face as they pass by. Be-
ing a new student is always 
hard, but Cutilli’s experience 
this year is going to be a bit 
different than your typical 
new student. 
   Cutilli isn’t transferring 
from Groves or Marian; her 
old high school was located 
halfway around the world. 
   Giorgia Cutilli, a senior, is a 
foreign exchange student. She 
was born and raised in Rome, 
Italy, and decided to study her 
senior year abroad. 
   “I always wanted to come 
here,” Cutilli said when speak-
ing about America, “but I 
didn’t start planning until my 
freshman year.”
   In Italy, the schooling 
system is more specialized 
than in the United States. 
After graduating from pri-
mary (elementary) school, the 
students choose a specialty 
which to pursue in secondary 
(high) school.
   “I could not decide between 
Science and Languages.” 
Cutilli said.
   Ultimately, she made the 
decision to study science in 
school. However, she was still 
determined to become fluent 
in English.
   “You don’t learn a language 
in a classroom. You learn 
when you are speaking it.” 
Cutilli said.
   And what better way to get 
practice speaking English 
then to spend a year in an 
English speaking country. In 
this case, America.
   Cutilli decided on America 
because it is different from 
her home country, and the 

   Coby Moscowitz stares 
at the yellow center in the 
middle of the target. His hand 
clasps around the handle 
of the bow, the arrow feels 
smooth against his skin. He 
takes in a deep breath, and 
when he lets it out, he makes 
the shot.
   Moscowitz attended the 
2015 Olympic trials for the 
United States Archery Team 
at Texas A&M University over 
Labor Day weekend, where 
he placed 50th out of 200 
archers. 
   Moscowitz began shooting 
when he was eight years old, 
shortly after his father, Carey 
Moscowitz, had picked up 
the sport. From there Coby 
Moscowitz moved to shoot 
through the Junior Olympic 
Archery Development team.
   When Coby Moscowitz first 
started shooting, Carey Mos-
cowitz could see the potential 
while they practiced together. 
However, he saw frustration 
occur when Coby Moscow-
itz wasn’t being challenged 
enough.
   “When he first started, he 
was about to quit.” Carey 
Moscowitz said.
   However, even though Coby 
Moscowitz was shooting well 
for a beginner, his frustration 
with the sport caused him to 
have doubts about continuing 
to practice.
   “When I first started, I actu-
ally wanted to quit,” Coby 
Moscowitz said. “A lot of 
people think that you fall in 
love with it without any time. 
It took time.”
   Carey Moscowitz could 
see that Coby was becoming 
frustrated, so he decided to 
bring him to MJC Archery in 
Royal Oak, where Coby is now 
currently employed.
   “I went to an archery shop, 
where I currently work now, 
and the owner handed me a 
bow to try,” Coby Moscowitz 
said. “From there it was like 
there were sparks flying. That 
was it.”
   After Coby Moscowitz found 
a bow that suited his style, he 
found himself practicing more 
than before and quickly fall-
ing in love with the sport. 
   He would head to the Bass 
Pro Shop shooting whenever 

New Foriegn Exchange Student Dives into Seaholm New Math Teachers

   This year Seaholm wel-
comed two new math teach-
ers, Sonali Phatak and Isaac 
Frank. Both are overjoyed to 
work with what they describe 
as a motivated group of stu-
dents. 
   “I’m happy to be in a 
classroom with kids who are 
interested,” Frank said.
   The youngest and newest 
of the pair is Frank, a recent 
college 
gradu-
ate. 
Frank 
grew 
up just 
out-
side of 
Pitts-
burgh. 
He 
traveled to Michigan to study 
at Michigan State University, 
and is new to the teaching 
community. 
   Frank stated that he always 
knew he wanted to be a teach-
er and decided in his sopho-
more year that he wanted to 
teach math.  
   “I had a couple really great 
math teachers,” Frank said. 
“I was good enough at it to be 
serious about it, and I wanted 
to help others enjoy it as I 
did.”
   Another fresh addition to 
the math department’s family 
is Phatak. Newly married as 
of December 2014, Phatak 
was brought all the way from 
New Jersey by her husband’s 
job. Having only taught 8th 
grade up until this point, she 
wanted to try something new 
and possibly challenging. 
Phatak noted the whole high 
school experience as being 
more controlled. 
   “The kids are more mo-
tivated,” Phatak said. “It’s 

Photo Courtesy of Coby Moscowitz 
Coby Moscowitz shoots an arrow at one of his practices. Moscowitz practices eight time per week, 
including his mental exercizes.

Photo  by Charlotte Hoppen
(From left to right) Ellie Hoag, Linnea Anderson, Giorgia 
Cutilli, Grace Girdler after finishing a swim and dive practice. 

“I couldn’t ask for a 
better place to start my 

teaching career.” 
- Isaac Frank

ful people, so many she has 
a hard time remembering 
names.
   One of the ways she’s met 
people is through the Seaholm 
Women’s Swimming and Div-
ing Team. She really appreci-
ates the welcoming atmo-
sphere and outgoing attitudes 
of the team.

   

“When someone comes to 
talk to you, it’s a really good 
thing.”
   The approachability of the 
team, and the whole Seaholm 
community, has made Cutilli 
feel at home already.
   Many Seaholm students and 
families host foreign exchange 
students for a year.
   Wendy Wilkinson, a Junior 
at Seaholm High School, 
hosted a foreign exchange stu-
dent last school year, Alisa, a 
senior from Germany, and she 
said it was a great experience 

for the whole family.
   “We probably learned as 
much as Elisa did!” Wilkinson 
said. 
   However, the best part of 
the experience was the re-
warding feeling you get from 
helping someone achieve 
their dream.
   “You can really impact their 
life in a way they’ll never for-
get.” Wilkinson said.
   For the year, Cutilli will be 
staying with a local Seaholm 
family, the Erickson’s. 
They have one daughter at 
Seaholm, Hannah Erickson, a 
junior.
   “Giorgia seems to be adjust-
ing to America very well.” 
Erickson said.
   Erickson agrees with 
Wilkinson that hosting a 
foreign exchange student is 
a positive experience for the 
whole family even though it is 
just beginning.
   “Giorgia interacts with our 
family well, and I am excited 
to get to know her even better 
throughout the year.” Erick-
son said.
   Visiting another country is 
a very positive experience for 
anyone, and foreign exchange 
programs are a great way for 
Cutilli to immerse herself in a 
new culture.
   As for Cutilli, she is plan-
ning on spending the re-
mainder of her senior year 
in America, and is excited 
to learn as much as she can 
about the language and cul-
ture.
   Though she will miss her 
family and friends from 
Rome, she is excited for a 
chance to see if she can do 
this on her own.
    “There will be a day when 
you grow up and realize that 
you have to continue on with-
out your family,” Cutilli said, 
“because it is your own life.”

hugely different from what 
I’ve grown used to.”
   Phatak has always enjoyed 
doing her math homework. 
She recalled doing all of her 
other homework first so that 
math could be a, “special 
treat” for the end of the night.
   That doesn’t mean that she 
doesn’t have other hobbies. 
Singing, playing piano, the 
saxophone, baking and cook-
ing are a few of her hobbies. 
   Phatak is passionate about 
providing her students with 

opportu-
nities to 
improve 
their 
math 
skills.
   “I really 
do want 
them to 
do well,” 
Phatak 

said. “I want them to know I 
am here to help them, not get 
in their way.”
   Phatak has been teaching 
for six years now and re-
ceived both her bachelors and 
masters degrees from Colum-
bia University. She is also is 
considered a first-generation 
American, as she is the first 
of the family to be born in 
the states. Many of her family 
members live in India and she 
visited them as recently as last 
summer.  
   The two new teachers have 
been given a warm Seaholm 
welcome, from both the staff 
and student body. Both teach-
ers described how incredibly 
close their department is and 
how they feel as if they’ve 
been taken in by their older, 
more grizzled co-workers. 
   “It’s really an incredible first 
teaching job,” Frank said. “I 
couldn’t ask for a better place 
to start my teaching career.”

a chance was provided, and 
even shot arrows in his back-
yard when there was nowhere 
to practice. Carey Moscowitz 
trained alongside his son.
   “It’s just like with baseball 
how you want to play catch 
with your dad,” Coby Mos-
cowitz 
said, “I 
wanted 
to go out 
there and 
shoot.”
   After 
training 
and ad-
vancing 
his skills, 
Coby 
Mos-
cowitz 
started to 
partici-
pate in 
tourna-
ments 
across 
the coun-
try. After 
his name 
began to 
be heard 
more fre-
quently, 
sponsors 
started 
contact-
ing him. 
   Jim 
Belcher 
from Sky 
Archery 
was one 
of these 
sponsors. 
He first 
contact-
ed Coby 
Moscow-
itz and 
supplied 
him with 
a bow 
after 
spend-
ing time 
getting to 
know his 
parents.
   “I 
thought he was a really decent 
young person to sponsor,” 
Belcher said. “We just got 
along.”
   Coby Moscowitz shot during 
tournaments using the bow’s 
supplied to him through 
his sponsors, and he is now 
sponsored by ten companies 

around the world. 
   However, he doesn’t be-
lieve that his performance in 
tournaments has been what 
attracts sponsors to him. 
Instead of his performance, 
he believes the work ethic and 
personality of people are what 

matters most.
   “You don’t have to be 
number one or the best of the 
best,” Coby Moscowitz said.          
“They [sponsors] like people 
who travel, are open, are will-
ing to talk to people and want 
to share the product.”
   As a result of his willingness 

to talk to potential buy-
ers, Belcher said that Coby 
Moscowitz has sold several of 
Sky Archery’s products to the 
public. Belcher is also happy 
that Coby Moscowitz was able 
to improve his shooting, but 
doesn’t necessarily think that 

it was the equipment that did 
it.
   “He furthered himself and 
used our equipment,” Belcher 
said. “He’s the one who 
pushes himself to do better.”
   Coby Moscowitz began 
training five times a week, 
with additional mental prac-

tices three times per week, 
where he trained his mind to 
focus along with his physi-
cal training. After practicing 
several mental methods of 
how to focus before shooting, 
he finally developed a routine 
to stay under control. 

   “I’ve al-
ways said 
one thing 
to myself 
every 
time I get 
up on a 
line,” Coby 
Moscowitz 
said. “I 
just say, 
“It doesn’t 
matter if 
you hit the 
target or 
miss the 
target. As 
long as you 
just shoot 
the arrow, 
you’re 
fine. Just 
shoot your 
shot.”’
   He start-
ed being 
coached by 
three other 
archers 
in order 
to de-
velop this 
routine. 
Debbie 
Ochs, Vick 
Wonderly 
(check 
spelling) 
and Tom 
Booth 
(check 
spelling), 
who all at-
tended the 
Olympic 
Games for 
archery in 
years past, 
worked 
alongside 
Coby Mos-
cowitz.
   After this 

coaching  furthered his 
skill, Coby Moscowitz started 
attending larger tournaments 
that had more riding on them. 
He shot at the Youth World 
Championships, Junior Olym-
pics, and World Cup Stages 
before deciding to try out for 
the Olympic Team over Labor 

Day weekend. 

  Although his Olympic 
dreams were in his mind dur-
ing the trials, Coby Moscowitz 
decided not to stress him-
self over how he placed that 
weekend.w
   “I really had no pressure on 
me,” Coby Moscowitz said. “It 
was an interesting ride. All I 
could do was aim and hope 
for it.”
   Although he didn’t make the 
Olympic team, Coby Moscow-
itz plans to continue shooting 
in college. His first choice is 
Texas A&M University, where 
archery is available at the uni-
versity dome during all hours 
of the day. 
   “I’m not going to give up on 
my Olympic dream,” Coby 
Moscowitz said. “It’s a good 
program because they’re not 
willing to recreate you.”
   Between now and his 
hopeful time at Texas A&M 
University, he plans on at-
tending tournaments around 
the world. These tournaments 
include the National Field 
Archery Outdoor Champion-
ships at the end of September 
in South Dakota, World Team 
Trials in Michigan in Decem-
ber, the World Cup in Las Ve-
gas in the end of January and 
Indoor Nationals in March, 
which he must attend in Mo-
rocco, France, or Bangkok.
   Belcher also hopes that 
Coby Moscowitz can make the 
Olympic team one day though 
his hard work ethic. 
   “I want him to get into the 
Olympics like he wants to,” 
Belcher said. “I want him to 
get exactly what he wants out 
of his archery.”
   Sky Archery will continue 
to sponsor Coby Moscowitz, 
along with the nine other 
companies that provide him 
with equipment. 
   “He is who he is,” Belcher 
said. “He’s not pretending to 
be anybody else, and that’s 
what I like about him.”
   Coby Moscowitz continues 
to practice whenever and 
wherever he can. To him, the 
numbers aren’t important. 
Instead, it’s all about the jour-
ney to get there.
   “The score doesn’t matter,” 
Coby Moscowitz said. “Just 
shoot one arrow at a time.”
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   Senior Allegra Cunningham 
and her 9-iron (her personal 
favorite club) have led a suc-
cessful career for the Seaholm 
Women’s Golf team. A cap-
tain this year, Cunningham 
looks to lead a team that has 
become accustomed to suc-
cess, coming off back-to-back 
state championships in 2013 
and 2014. Once the season 
reaches an end however, 
Cunningham’s golf career 
will see a new beginning. As 
a sophomore, Cunningham 
committed to play golf at the 
University of Dayton in Day-
ton, Ohio.
   “My mom went to Dayton, 
so I always had prior knowl-
edge of the school and always 
had my eye on it,” Cunning-
ham said. “I also have friends 
who have gone to Dayton 
over the past couple of years 
and they could not stop rav-
ing about it. I heard so many 
amazing things about the 
school, so I figured I might as 
well visit.”
The decision to visit Dayton 
proved to be a great one for 
Cunningham.
   “When I visited, I loved 
it,” Cunningham said. “The 
campus was so beautiful, and 
everyone was so nice and 
welcoming. I visited with the 
team and talked to the coach, 
and I felt right at home.”
Contrary to what a lot of high 
school athletes do, Cunning-
ham began looking seriously 
at schools as a sophomore, 
and committed to Dayton 
before the end of that year.
   “I committed to Dayton by 
around May of my sophomore 
year,” Cunningham said. “I 
chose really early, so I didn’t 

really double check or think 
‘maybe I should have talked to 
this school,’ I was just so set 
on going to Dayton.”
Other schools were interested 
in Cunningham, but she de-

cided in the end that Dayton 
was the best place for her.
   “I was contacted by a few 
other schools, mostly ones 
in the Midwest, like Butler,” 
Cunningham said. “There 
were other schools I could 
have considered, but I began 
my recruiting process pretty 
early, and didn’t really look 
that hard at other schools.”
Committing to a college as a 
sophomore can be risky, as a 
lot can change over the last 
two years of high school, but 
Cunningham is happy with 
the decision she made and 
will stick with her commit-
ment.

   “Obviously you sometimes 
do second guess, because 
there are some other schools 
with appeal,” Cunningham 
said. “Sometimes I thought 
I’d rather go to school in the 

South, but I’ve come to realize 
that there are good things and 
bad things about every school, 
and Dayton’s good definitely 
outweighed the bad. Now, 
with all the increased knowl-
edge I have about Dayton that 
I didn’t have when I first com-
mitted, I would still make the 
same decision.”
   Cunningham owes her suc-
cess to great influences and 
mentors she’s had throughout 
her career.
   “I attribute my develop-
ment as a player to four 
main people, and also to the 
entire golf team,” Cunning-
ham said. “My dad, who is a 

professional golfer and a golf 
coach at Eastern Michigan, 
has been coaching me ever 
since I started playing. My 
swing coach Bret Hartman 
at Oakland University, and 

my coaches at Seaholm Leon 
Braisted and Cathie Fritz have 
all played a huge role in my 
development over the past 
few years, they’ve been great 
as coaches and also as sup-
porters.”
Varsity Co-Coach Cathie Fritz 
described her approach to 
coaching Cunningham as she 
began improving as a player.
   “As a freshman, Allegra was 
shooting in the mid-90s,” 
Fritz said. “Now as a senior, 
she is consistently shooting in 
the mid-70s. As she has pro-
gressed as a player, I have fo-
cused on having her still find 
fun in golf, and to not get too 

obsessed when she doesn’t 
shoot as well as she can.”
   While Cunningham has a 
bright future at Dayton ahead 
of her, she is still focused on 
the present. Being named 

one of three captains of the 
Seaholm Women’s Golf 
Team, Cunningham hopes to 
lead the Maples to another 
successful season.
   “My goal is to help my team 
get to States’ and win again,” 
Cunningham said. “We lost 
some good players from last 
year’s team, but I’m look-
ing forward to motivating 
the girls and giving them a 
chance to get back to States’. 
My co-captains Jordan Mi-
chalak, Catherine Markley, 
and myself really want the 
girls to have the same experi-
ence we had, and it would be 
great for the school to win 

States’ for a third straight 
year.”
   Cunningham’s leadership 
and selflessness does not go 
unrecognized by her team-
mates.
   “Allegra has shown great 
leadership and is a great 
teammate,” sophomore golfer 
Cate Joelson said. “She is 
very responsible and is always 
willing to help her teammates 
with anything they need. She 
is a great role model for the 
younger girls.”
   Fritz testified to the progress 
Cunningham has shown both 
on and off the course.
   “I’ve never seen a player 
show such progress in a four-
year period of time as Al-
legra,” Fritz said. “As a senior, 
she has become a leader who 
welcomes in every girl who 
plays golf and tries to help 
them find their role on the 
team.”
Fritz is very proud to see Cun-
ningham move on to the next 
level.
   “As a coach, it is so reward-
ing to see one of your players 
go on to play college golf,” 
Fritz said. “It gives me such 
great pleasure to see them 
succeed, and I know they 
will have great opportunities 
in their professional career 
because having played college 
golf.”
   Cunningham is excited to 
join the Dayton golf team and 
looks to be competitive right 
from the start.
The reason I’m going to the 
school and playing on the 
team is because I want to 
compete,” Cunningham said. 
“I want to be valuable to the 
team, and I look forward to 
showing that value to the 
players and coaches.”   

Photo Courtesy Of Allegra Cunningham
Cunningham (third from left) and the women’s golf team at States last year after their first place finish. Cunningham as 
been on Seaholm’s team since she was a freshman. 

   The first thing you notice 
about Verynda Stroughter 
is her smile. It’s constant, 
but not overpowering. It 
dwindles, but never truly goes 
away and it can be triggered 
by anything.
   Stroughter joins the 
Seaholm community as an 
assistant principle for the 
2015-2016 school year.
   Before she began her career 
at Seaholm, Stroughter taught 
in Detroit Public Schools for 
18 years. The more recent 10 
years she spent at Cass Tech-
nical High School.
   Stroughter believes it was 
chance that brought her to 
Seaholm.
   “I decided that it was time 
for me to expand my hori-
zons,” Stroughter said. “The 
position was there and I said 

Melanie Taylor
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

John Dolan
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

‘Oh. Well let me try this.’ And 
I did. That’s it.”
   Stroughter attended the 
University of Michigan to get 
a bachelor’s degree in actu-
arial science and master’s 
degree in secondary math 
education. She then went to 
Eastern Michigan University 
to continue into a special-
ist’s degree and is currently 
debating whether or not to go 
back to school.
   “(I’m a) lifelong learner. 
I’m debating on whether I’ll 
continue onto a doctorate or 
not,” Stroughter said. “At this 
point, I haven’t made that 
decision. I’m halfway there, 
so we’ll see.”
   Although Stroughter is 
passionate about education, 
she never expected herself to 
move into the field when she 
was growing up. Instead, she 
thought her talents would be 
reserved for the field of math.
   “(I) didn’t think that I 

would be in education, (I) 
never thought I would ever 
be a teacher growing up,” 
Stroughter said. “I was taking 
all these math classes and I 
was like ‘You know, I’m pretty 
good at math,’ but I didn’t 
want to major in pure math.”
   Towards the end of her colli-
gate career, Stroughter looked 
around and spent a brief 
amount of time exploring ac-
tuarial science, but eventually 
decided it wasn’t the career 
path for her.
  “One of my friends was in 
education and she was like 
‘You should be a teacher. 
You’d be good. You’re good at 
math,’” Stroughter said. “So 
then I decided, at that point, 
that I was going to go to the 
school of education for my 
masters degree. Right after 
I graduated I went straight 
to get my masters and then 
started teaching the year after 
that.”

   Stroughter feels like she can 
identify with the majority of 
the student body due to her 
history in school.
   As high school students at-
tempt to make decisions for 
their long-term development 
as students, employees, and 
people, they may find them-
selves fumbling to discern a 
pathway.
   “There’s nothing worse than 
going somewhere and being 
committed somewhere and 
not liking it and then trying 
to figure out and switch or 
do whatever you want to do 
later,” Stroughter said.
   Stroughter looks forward to 
continuing interactions with 
the students of Seaholm. 
   “I have noticed that all of 
the kids are very nice and very 
respectful,” Stroughter said, 
“and that’s great because you 
don’t get that at every school.”
   Stroughter has a strong 
desire to connect with the stu-

dents and faculty at Seaholm 
during her time career. She 
is looking forward to making 
connections more than doing 
the paperwork.
   “I’m more of a people per-
son,” Stroughter said.
   Stroughter is so excited 
about Seaholm’s upcoming 
social events such as dances 
and field day so she can show 
her support for the maple 
community. In addition, 
sporting events are a must on 
her agenda. 
   “I’ve already been to my 
very first water polo match a 
few weeks ago,” Stroughter 
said. “I’ve never seen water 
polo in person. I believe in 
athletics and I love competi-
tion so I’ll be at several athletic 
events.”
   What really impressed 
Stroughter about Seaholm sport-
ing events was the Maple Forest.
   “I think that it just showed a 
lot of unity and school spirit and 

Cunningham Bound For Dayton

Getting to Know Verynda Stroughter
school pride,” Stroughter said.
   The Maple Forest is just one 
of the traditions that surprised 
Stroughter during her first few 
impressions with Seaholm.
   “The one thing that come’s to 
mind really quickly is during 
registration on senior day, when 
it was maybe my first or second 
day interacting with the students 
and the students’ theme this year 
was goth,” Stroughter said.
   At first, Stroughter considered 
maybe that was the genuine 
fashion attributed to the major-
ity of Seaholm’s senior class. It 
seemed to her more logical than 
the organization of a prank that 
large.
   “I think that it just showed a 
lot of unity and school spirit and 
school pride,” Stroughter said. 
“That’s something different that 
I’m not used to dealing with and 
it’s been great.”
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“I think they’ve 
finally come to their senses and 

realized that it’s time.”
-senior Eric Ruthruff

“Shouldn’t everyone be able to 
love somebody?”

-sophomore Noah Fritz

“I think all people should be treated as 
equals.”

-Bob Carleton

“I personally think it’s good that 
everyone is now equal under the law and every-
one has the right to enter into a contract freely 

with another person.”
-Peter Smith

“If you have a faith or a certain belief that tells 
you gay marriage is wrong, my viewpoint for that 
would be that anyone who is gay should have the 

rights of a marriage, but don’t call it marriage. You 
don’t even need to call marriage between a man 
and a woman that either. Call it a civil union or 

something that gives you all the benefits and all the 
rights of a married couple, but don’t refer to it as 
marriage because many people see marriage as a 

biblical word.”
-senior Maclane Paddock

The Highlander asked 
students and 

faculty at Seaholm 
about their opinions on 

the legalizing of 
same-sex marriage.
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Seaholm Baseball Hires New Coach

     According to the 2015 
Niche Rankings for Best 
Sports- Public Schools, 
Seaholm high school is 
ranked number 15 in the 
Country and number 1 in the 
Metro Detroit area out of 
9534 public high schools. 
   Seaholm ended the 2015 
school year with four state 
championships in the catego-
ries of girls golf, girls cross 
country, boys swim & dive 
and girls tennis. 
   With fall sports in mid-
season, all teams have high 
hopes as they prepare for 
championship meets, games 
and matches. 
   In the fall season of 2014 
the girls 
golf team 
placed first 
at the Divi-
sion 2 Girls 
Golf State 
Finals. This 
year’s team 
is the larg-
est program 
in the state 
according 
to coach Cathy Fritz. 
   “We are in a good situation 
and hope to make a run for 
the state title in October,” 
Frtiz said. 
   Girls cross country also 
finished first at the Division 2 
Girls Cross Country State Fi-
nals last fall. Junior Stephanie 
Sills believes that the team is 
still in good shape even after 
losing some star runners.
    “This year we lost Audrey 
Belf, Rachel Dadamio, and 
Julia Demko but we are still 
just as strong, if not stronger 
than last year,” Sills said. 
“The team has really stepped 
up to live in the footsteps of 
last year.”  
   Last fall the boys cross-
country team finished 4th at 
Regionals, and just missed 
out on heading to the state 
meet. Along with the girl’s 
team, they feel much stronger 
than last year and hope to fin-
ish higher than last season. 
  “I think we will do much 
better this season with hopes 
of making it to the state meet 
and finishing top 10 in the 
State,” senior captain Colin 
Weinert said.
   The boy’s football team 
finished their 2014 fall season 
with a record of 4-5. This year 
the team expects to make it to 
the playoffs. They are playing 
with twenty-four seniors op-
posed to last year’s thirteen.
   “I don’t know. It’s hard to 
say… we try to get kids to 
focus on the process, and the 
results will come,” coach Jim 
Dewald said. “We always want 
to go all the way.” 
   The boy’s soccer team had 
an overall record of 10-5-4 
last year and just fell short of 
a league title after finishing 
third.

   “This year again we hope to 
compete for the league cham-
pionship and do well through 
the district tournament,” 
varsity coach Ian Whitelaw 
said. “This team however is 
probably the most talented 
from top to bottom with the 
guys coming off the bench 
having excellent skills and are 
all good players.”
   In the fall season of 2014 
the girls swim and dive team 
took second in the league and 
continued to take fifth at the 
state championship meet. 
They continue the 2015 sea-
son with the hope of becom-
ing league champions and 
being a strong threat in the 
state meet in November. 
   “When state meet hits, and 
I feel like we are one of the 
top five teams at the meet, 
then we weill try and win the 
whole thing,” head coach Karl 

Hodgenson 
said. “That is 
basically how 
I look at ev-
ery season.” 
   Last year’s 
varsity 
competitive 
cheer team 
had a record-
breaking 
season. They 

broke school records for the 
highest score in every one of 
the three individual rounds of 
competitive cheer and earned 
third place in their OAA 
League. They went on to earn 
the highest overall score in 
program history with a 629.6 
at the district tournament.
   “This year’s team brings 
passion and determination 
to practice every day,” head 
coach Mellissa Nacy said. 
“We predict another record 
breaking season come com-
petitive season.”
   Maple Motion dance team 
is also searching to do better 
this season, after their sixth 
place at regionals. They did 
better in their 2014 sea-
son than they have in past 
seasons according to senior 
captain Maddie Taylor.  
   “This year at camp we did a 
pre -season competition and 
performed our pom routine 
that we are using all this 
year,” Taylor said. “We got 
first place in the competition 
so we expect to do well this 
year.”
   The boy’s tennis team 
finished last fall’s season as 
seventh in the state. They 
finished behind Groves, who 
they had beaten at regionals 
and U of D that they were 
co-champions with. The team 
hopes to do better for the 
2015 season. 
  “I feel that with the addition 
of the new head coach, Keith 
Cullen, we can and will do 
better than last season,” team 
captain Zaven Dadian said.
   As the fall season continues, 
teams are training hard and 
aiming to finish the best they 
can this season. 

Fall Sports State Preview 

   Former Brother Rice boys 
Tennis coach Keith Cul-
len takes over the 
Seaholm Varsity 
boys tennis team this 
year, loaded with 
senior experience 
and a willingness to 
work.
   Coach Cullen is no 
stranger to success. 
The longtime coach 
led his teams to six 
state championships 
at Brother Rice and 
Cranbrook. Cullen 
has also seen many 
of his players go on 
to play Division I 
Tennis. Cullen plans 
to carry over his suc-
cess to Seaholm by 
inculcating a phi-
losophy defined by 
discipline and work 
ethic. 
“We will outwork our 
competition, treat 
every day like it’s the 
super bowl,” Cullen 
said. “We have high 
intensity practices 
that are basically total move-
ment the whole time they’re 
here.”
Junior Max Clark believes 
Cullen’s coaching philosophy 
to be unique.
“He focuses on hard work and 
working smart. He insists his 
players be ‘wolves’,” Clark 
said.

 Cullen stays true to his 
philosophy, as many players 
mentioned how grueling the 
practices are. The boys do 
conditioning exercises after 
matches, regardless of the 

outcome. However, Cullen 
praises the team for their 
work ethic.
“They’re all hardworking 
kids. They wanted more 
discipline, they wanted to do 
better, they wanted to work 
harder and I think they 
have,” Cullen said.
With a team dominated by 

seniors (eight seniors out of a 
total sixteen boys), establish-
ing a culture and a coaching 
philosophy in such a short 
period of time can be difficult. 
However, Cullen had worked 

with some of the players on 
this year’s team in years past. 
“It isn’t so hard because a 
lot of these guys I’ve had in 
summer camp and I’ve taught 
them privately…like Zaven 
(Dadian) I’ve taught for over 
ten years,” Cullen said. “They 
know my philosophy, they’ve 
bought into it before I got 

Cullen Takes Boys Tennis

After last year’s disappointing 
campaign, Seaholm Baseball 
Coach Dan Drapal resigned. 
As a result, Athletic director 
Aaron Frank and Seaholm 
Baseball hired a new head 
coach John Toth this past 
June. After a 7-19 record, the 
maples enter a rebuilding year 
under the new philosophy of 
coach Toth. 
Coach Toth was most recently 
a coach at Lasher high school 
before the school merged 
with Andover high school and 
became Bloomfield Hills high 
school. 
Coach Toth brings to the table 
a “player friendly” philoso-
phy.” I have my player’s backs 
to the end, and want what’s 
best for them. If there are 
no players then there is no 
coach” Toth said. 
Coach Toth also hopes to 
change the mindset of how 
the team wins games, to do 
this he brings in his belief in 
defense and pitching.  “The 
best hitters in the world only 
hit 350.  That means they will 
still make an out 65 percent of 

the time.  If we field and play 
defense you can win on any 
given day” Toth said. 
While 
it is 
evident 
coach 
Toth’s 
chang-
es will 
take 
time 
his 
players 
already 
seem 
to have 
bought 
in. “He 
is a 
young 
coach 
who is 
taking 
the 
pro-
gram 
in the 
right 
direc-
tion, and knows what he is 
doing,’’ senior pitcher Jake 
Dietz said.  
Coach Toth already has the 
seniors vote of confidence de-

spite “not having many formal 
meetings” coach Toth said. “I 
haven’t even met coach yet” 

Se-
nior 
Short-
stop 
Matt 
Fink 
said.
The 
team 
is cer-
tain to 
find 
suc-
cess 
with 
coach 
Toth 
down 
the 
road, 
but 
as for 
this 
year, 
the 
team 
looks 

to bounce back from a poor 
showing last year. A season 
capped off with an infamous 
no hitter at the hands of 
crosstown rival Groves.  

‘’If we play to our potential 
I really think this can be 
an above .500 team,’’ se-
nior third baseman  Dustin 
Maylath-Bryant said. 
According to Bryant, the big-
gest room for improvement 
for the team is to do better 
against division teams. 
“If we do that I think we can 
hopefully compete for a divi-
sion title,’’ Bryant said.
As for returning players, 
under coach Toth “no spots 
are guaranteed.  I believe ev-
erything is earned, not given.  
Every player that wants to 
try out for the baseball team 
will be given an equal op-
portunity, and I will not even 
pay attention to who was or 
was not on the team last year” 
coach Toth said. 
Hopes are high for the new 
coach, as the maples baseball 
hopes to return to former glo-
ry and beyond. With a team 
chalked full of senior leader-
ship, and a new set of eyes on 
the team, the future is looking 
bright for the program. 

Kathleen Redebaugh
Web Editor
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Kayla Lang
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Chase Powers
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

here.”
Dadian, the team’s number 
one singles player, knows 
Cullen’s coaching tendencies 
well.
“I’ve been with Coach Cullen 

since I started playing 
thirteen years ago and 
I’ve always known him 
to be someone who 
wants to stay away from 
making dumb errors,” 
Dadian said. “He will 
drill us and drill us until 
he’s sure that we’ll never 
make these mistakes 
again.” 
Along with Dadian, Will 
Geller, Andrew Latessa, 
Brendan Knight, Conor 
Ryan, Gavin Butler, 
Tyler Wood and Joe 
Wujciak make up the 
class of 2016 players on 
this year’s team, with a 
total of 22 years of var-
sity experience among 
them.
“We got a good group 
of seniors, I’m going 
to hate to see them go 
because they’ve all done 
their part to make this 
team better,” Cullen 
said.

Even with a team dominated 
by seniors, Cullen keeps in 
mind the future of Seaholm 
Boys Tennis team.
“Coach Cullen focuses on 
improvement for the future of 
the team,” sophomore Bren-
nan Bull said. “He does put a 
lot of pressure on each player 
to win, but that’s only because 
he cares.”

Photo Courtesy Of @MaplesBaseball
Former Lasher and Oakland Baseball Coach 

Joins Seaholm. The young, yet experienced 
coach hopes to lead the Maples to success. 

Jackson McElhenney
Number: 4
Year: Senior
Height: 5'10
Weight: 180
Position: Defensive Back
Favorite Food: Sushi 
Favorite Subject: History 
Favorite Football Player: Tyrann 
Mathieu 
Favorite Actor: Matthew Mcco-
naughey 

Dan Rebock
Number: 3
Year: Senior
Height: 6'0
Weight:  180
Position: Wide Receiver
Favorite Food: Pizza 
Favorite Subject: Math 
Favorite Football Player: Golden 
Tate
Favorite Actor: Bradley Cooper

Leigh Murray
Number: 10
Year: Senior
Height: 6'0
Weight: 190
Positon: Quarterback
Favorite Food: Pasta 
Favorite Subject: literature 
Favorite Football Player: Brady 
Quinn
Favorite Actor: Ryan Reynolds

Justin Newberry
Number: 24
Year: Senior
Height: 5'9
Weight: 195
Positon: Running Back
Favorite Food: Sushi 
Favorite Subject: Science
Favorite Football Player: Mar-
shawn Lynch 
Favorite Actor/Actress: Mark 
Wahlberg

Conor Ryan’s Football Players to Watch Out For

Photo Courtesy Of MI Prep Zone
The boys tennis team huddles around the nets after one of their tournaments 

With fall sports in mid-
season, all teams have high 
hopes as they prepare for 

championship meets, games 
and matches. 

Charlie Schiefer
Number: 11
Year: Senior
Height: 5’9
Weight: 175
Position: Slot
Favorite Food: PB Crackers
Favorite Subject: WWII
Favorite Football Player: 
Golden Tate
Favorite Actor: Seth MacFar-
lane
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