
INSIDE:

   Updating the grading and attendance system used by 
Seaholm wouldn’t normally be cause for discussion among 
students. Now, however, students and staff are paying atten-
tion to the changes.
   The school is making the switch to Powerschool, a new 
student information system. Although there are a number 
of differences with the new program, one thing in particular 
has people talking—the fact that students’ grades and atten-
dance records will be available online. 
   “One of the reasons we switched…was to be able to give 
parents and students greater flexibility for checking prog-
ress, both in attendance and grading issues and things like 
that,” assistant principal Deb Boyer said.
  Powerschool is currently being used by teachers to up-
date grades and attendance, but the online part has yet to be 
implemented. The administration hopes to have it running 
sometime in October. When it is put into practice, parents 
will be given a password to access their children’s grades 
and attendance. 

   “As soon as we can possibly do that, the parents will have 
access to the grades, attendance, that kind of things,” Boyer 
said. 
   

Though some students have voiced concern over their par-
ents being able to view their grades and attendance, senior 
Kate Murray believes it shouldn’t be cause for concern. 
   “If you don’t skip classes, you shouldn’t have a problem,” 
Murray said. 
   Murray did add that it could be difficult if parents pay at-

    Birmingham Public Schools, spanning some 
of the most affluent communities in the state, 
is considering bids to sell their central admin-
istration building and an unused bus lot due to 
“financial considerations”.
   The District has received two offers for the 
BPS Administration Building located at 550 
West Merrill and one for a portion of the trans-
portation facility on Lincoln Street, across 
from the Birmingham Ice Arena.
   Bid offers for the administration building 
have been for $2.5 million and $1.8 million ap-
proximately according to Deborah Piesz, As-
sistant Superintendent for BPS Business dur-
ing the August 11 school board meeting. The 
potential buyers and plans for the location have 
not been identified by BPS.
   Calls placed by The Highlander to Deborah 
Piesz were not returned at press time.
    A previous appraisal of the building on 
March 15th, 2006 determined that the building 
was worth approximately $ 2.5 Million.
        Although the District is not obligated to ac-
cept any offers, the funds from selling property 
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District: money from 
possible sales will go to 
technology upgrades

would potentially go to technology upgrades 
and replacements. 
  In addition, based on the legal language of the 
proposal, the district is not obligated to sell to 
the “high bidder”.
 In a recent email to BPS staff members unre-
lated to the possible sale, Superintendent Da-
vid Larson said that BPS has cut $22 million 

from its budget in the past seven years.
   “School districts must have adequate resourc-
es to provide every child with a quality educa-
tion,” wrote Larson in the email. “We must 
have dynamic vision and a firm commitment 
to long range fiscal stability for public educa-
tion.”
   Despite budget cuts, the BPS hopes that the 

potential sale of property could go towards 
school funding.
   “In the past, the District has sold property and 
the net proceeds of the sale were used to fund 
capital purchases such as computer, technol-
ogy upgrades, and other fixed assets,” said 
Marcia Wilkinson, Spokesperson for the

tention to every grade.
   “It could be annoying if your parents freak out over a bad 
grade on one test,” Murray said. “Because in the grand 
scheme of things it doesn’t really matter.”
   English teacher Kathleen Reeves voiced similar concerns, 
saying the focus should not be entirely on a grade.
   “It seems to put too much emphasis on grades and not 
on learning,” Reeves said. “I’ve never liked accumulating 
grades.”
   Reeves became acquainted with Powerschool over the 
summer, when she and other teachers had the opportunity to 
learn how to use the new system. 
   They offered training programs in the summertime and I 
took advantage of it,” Reeves said.
   Reeves, along with science teacher Renee Moore, was 
designated to be a trainer for fellow faculty members.
   “[Reeves and Moore] have had a little extra training,” 
Boyer said. “They’re technologically proficient and they’re 
the point people for their colleagues if there’s a question or 
something like that.”
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   Birmingham Police now believe the $20,000 Seaholm 
High School embezzlement case may not have been a one-
man job.
   Initial reports said an ex-Seaholm employee acted alone 
in taking $20,000 from sporting event sales receipts, but 
Seaholm’s Birmingham Police liaison Ron Halcrow said 
the person may have had help.
   “One ex-school employee and two others [that] may be 
peripherally involved,” are being investigated, according 
to Halcrow.
   Meanwhile, Seaholm Principal Terry Piper isn’t sure the 
incident involves more than one person.
   “We are as certain as can be that it was one person,” he 
said.
   That person, Piper said, has been relieved of their 
position.
   Police have not charged and will not name the person, 

who was said to have embezzled for more than one school 
year, from August 2006 to December 2008. Despite the 
long time frame, police did not get the investigation until 
months later.
   “We got [the investigation] back in last June,” Halcrow 
said.
   Originally, the investigation was set to conclude in July 
of 2009. However, other cases have come about that have 
taken precedence. These new cases have delayed the pro-
cess, but it should be back on track soon, according to Hal-
crow.
   Piper acknowledged that no legal action has yet been 
taken, “and probably will not in the future,” he said. 
   Piper said the loss of revenue resulting from the embez-
zlement has been absorbed.
   Seaholm Soccer Booster head Jay Ruby said his budget 
has not been affected by the scandal.
   “[The embezzlement] had not affected our booster mon-
ey that I’m aware,” said Ruby.
   Still, Ruby was “surprised that one person was able to 
get away with embezzling money,” and believes the per-
son should be prosecuted even though the person did not 
harm anyone. 
   Halcrow plans “to present it [the investigation] to the 
Oakland County Prosecutor for review.”
   Once the investigation has reached the prosecutor, 
believes it will conclude soon thereafter.
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Location: Downtown Birmingham       Top Bid: $2.5 Million
The BPS is consideringselling 2 district properties, including the administration building on West Merrill St. Photo By: Lindsay Boeckl

BPD: Seaholm 
Embezzlement may not 
have been solo effort

“One ex-school employee and 
two others may be peripherally 
involved,”

Ron Halcrow
Seaholm Police Liason

“While I’d like to say with 
absolute certainty that you’ll be 
able to [use Powerschool] by mid-
October, the technology may not 
allow us to do that”

Deb Boyer
Seaholm Assistant Principal

The Details:
BPS received two bids to 
buy Downtown B’ham
Admin BLDG (550 Merrill).

Offers: $1.8M, $2.5M.

Bidding open through end 
of October, 2009.

BPS in negotiations with 
City of B’ham for parcel of 
transportation lot ($270k).

B’ham Parks & Rec 
considering buying bus lot 
to create dog park. Offer 
not yet submitted.
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The new grading system allows teachers, students, and parents to access grades and attendence with the click of a mouse                                              Photo Illustration by: Lindsay Boeckl

New online grading system will let 
teachers, students and parents 
access grades and attendence 
with the click of a mouse
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   With a simple press of a button, a projector attached to the 
ceiling turns on. Within a few seconds a crystal clear image is 
projected on to the screen. The board looks like a normal pro-
jection screen on a large, flat T.V. But instead of videos, there 
are graphs and charts for the students to use for their work. 
   With the Promethean Activboards, teachers have the ability 
to either type on the computer or write on the board directly 
using a magnitised pen. 
   The boards have many features, including a protractor that 
you can maneuver any way you want large enough for even 
the students in the back to see. 
    Promethean boards also have the ability to change the 
color of the pen with just a touch of the formatting palette 
located off to the side of the screen. Users can also make per-
fect shapes with just a touch that can easily be altered for any 
problem. 

Math teacher Thad Wilhelm teaches with the help of a Promethean Activboard, now avaliable in all Seaholm math classes  Photo by Mari Manoogian

A New Addition to Math Classes

   In addition, Activboards have an application that allows a 
Texas Instruments graphing calculator to be seen directly on 
the screen. This allows students to see exactly how their cal-
culator should work and the graphs they should have without 
having to inaccurately draw it on the board. 
    “It has so many features,” said junior Laura Stanley. “It’s 
so fun to watch.”
   According to Birmingham School Districts Executive 
Director of Technology Lisa Martinico, every math class-
room in the district now has a state of the art Promethean 
Activboard.
   Last May, the Birmingham Education Foundation provided 
a grant for $30,000 to purchase these interactive whiteboards 
for the district. A total of 30 boards were installed in Seaholm, 
Groves and the middle schools.
   Some boards come with a small remote for each student 
called an ActiVote. These allow students to answer ques-
tions in class either anonymously or by name.  And with the 
board’s large screen, lessons are much easier to see than the 
average television screen.

   According to PromentheanWorld.com, these will encour-
age students to participate and get them excited about what 
they are learning. But math teacher Thad Wilhelm has yet to 
see any changes in the students.
    “I don’t think I’ve noticed a difference, yet,” said Wilhelm, 
“So far it’s still just been like a whiteboard.”
   While Activboards do have their advantages, they also have 
their drawbacks. 
  Math teacher Sherill Williams said that getting to know the 
boards is the worst part, but like anything it takes time to learn.
   But other teachers have different complaints.
    “It’s slow and it’s unpredictable,” math teacher Leslie Mar-
tin said. “It will cut off on you at any minute.”  
   There is also a problem with how much space it covers. It 
takes up useful whiteboard space that most teachers would 
normally use for students to write on. 
   Martin said it will be up to the teachers to make the most 
of the boards. 
    “I wasn’t excited,” Martin said. “But now that I used it, I 
really like it.” 

Mary Hathaway
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Five seniors eligible 
for National Merit 
Scholar semifinals

   Seaholm’s 2009 National Merit Scholar semifinalists 
are seniors Calla Glavin, Calley Murphy, Kyle McClain, 
Ellen Weeburg, Barclay Oudersluys, and Liz Williams. 
   To qualify for the National Merit Scholar Program (NMSP), 
students must take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholar Qualifying Test. Approximately 50,000 of those with 
the highest scores are eligible for recognition from the NMSP. 
   About one-third of the 50,000 are selected as 
semi-finalists, including the five Seaholm students.
   The names of the finalists were announced dur-
ing school, which caught McClain off guard. 
   “I was kind of embarrassed when they made 
that huge announcement,” McClain said. Never-
theless, she maintained that she was still thrilled.
   “I was so happy, so excited,” McClain said.
   According McClain, she was asked to state 
her first choice of college. She also had to write 
an essay on someone who had influenced her.
   In February, around 15,000 of the semifinalists will be cho-
sen as finalists and notified. Winners will then be selected.
   Awards include $2500 National Merit scholarships, cor-
porate scholarships, and college-sponsored scholarships. 

Seaholm’s National Merit Scholar finalists .  Photo by Lindsay Boeckl
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H1N1: What You Need to Know

Quick Facts about the Virus

-H1N1 is spread just as any other flu is 
spread- person to person through coughing 
or sneezing by the infected person. 

-Illness caused by H1N1 ranges from mild 
to severe. Though many have recovered 
without medical attention, there have been 
hospitalizations and deaths. 

-The initial reports that there would be 
insufficiant vaccines are now considered to 
have been mistaken. There will be enough 
vaccines  for those who need them.

-The school has installed 25 sanitation 
stations close to ‘high-touch’ areas, such 
as door handles or drinking fountains.

-Flyers have been placed around the 
school reminding students to wash their 
hands and cover their mouths when 
coughing or sneezing.

-Seaholm will not be closed 
if a student contracts H1N1, however if 
the disease begins to spread, closure will 
be considered.

Administration Efforts

-Wash your hands as often as possible.

-Cover your mouth with the inside of your 
elbow when coughing or sneezing.

-Stay home whenever you are sick, and 
stay home and extra 24 hours after the 
fever is gone.

-Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth-
-this is how germs are spread.

-Be generally cautious. Avoid close contact 
with sick people. 

Prevention: What You Can Do
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Check us out 
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the CDC website 
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MI Considers Cutting MME Scholarship Funding
   It is now up to the Michigan legislature to decide by 
October 1 whether the state can continue to fund the 
Michigan Promise Scholarships.
   The Michigan Promise Scholarships are tied to the 
Michigan Merit Exam, which is completed by all high 
school juniors in the state, including Seaholm. If students 
receive a score of a level 1 (exceeds Michigan standards) 
or Level 2 (meets Michigan standards) on all portions of 
the test, they qualify to receive up to $4,000 toward an 

in state college of their choice. However, the state is now 
considering cutting the program to offset the state deficit.
   Cutting the program would save the state $140 million, 
helping out the $1.7 billion budget deficit, but it would also 
mean that over 96,000 Michigan college students would 
lose thousands of dollars in scholarships.
   Initially, $140 million was set aside for the 2009-10 Prom-
ise Scholarships, but since legislatures threatened to cut this 
program in June, the funds are said to be on hold. 
   “If we were told that the student was eligible for the grant, 
there was a temporary credit put on their bill,” said Val 
Meyers, associate director of MSU financial aid. “But MSU 
hasn’t received any money from the state.”
 According to Meyers, approximately one in four students 

receives funding from the Promise Scholarship at Michigan 
State University. 
    For many students, the potential for the scholarship to be 
cut is upsetting.
   “Ultimately, my family will be able to make up for the dif-
ference,” said Seaholm alumni, Brian Bjerke, who currently 
attends MSU. “But it’s really disappointing that the money 
that they promised won’t be there.” 
   As of right now, the students at the University of Michigan 
have been told that the scholarships are said to be considered 
an estimated award and will not appear on the fall billing 
statement. Until then, students are asked to plan on paying 
the amount that the Michigan Promise Scholarship would 
have covered.
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BPS: Still No Decision on Cameras

New Counselors Already Hard at Work

   As seniors across the nation piece together the last bits of their college appli-
cations, some Seaholm seniors are dealing with an unexpected hurdle in their 
applications—a new counselor. 
   “We got two new counselors this year… which does make it a little bit different,” 
counselor Julie Gould said.
   This year, John Maloney has been replaced by Rebecca Rossen, while Brian 
Flatter has taken Sherree Wilson’s spot as she moves to the position of Crisis 
Counselor.
   This has left some students anxious about their college recommendation letters.
   “I was a little concerned because I’d never met [Rossen],” senior Kathryn Watts 
said.
   Her greatest fears were soon relieved, however, after talking to the new coun-
selor.
   “I did have a chance to meet her and she seems very nice,” said Watts. “I think 
she’ll be on top of things.”
   Still, Watts said she would have felt more comfortable if Maloney had written 
her letter.
   “I feel like he would have done a really good job writing my letter just because 
I’ve had three years to get to know him versus three weeks,” Watts said.
   The counseling department has made two suggestions to students who are wor-
ried about a new counselor writing their letter of recommendation, according to 
Gould. First, fill out a “pink form”. It’s a student profile sheet that counselors can 
refer to when filling out an application for a student. 
   “Even though I know my kids, when I sit down to process hundreds of ap-
plications in a small window of time, am I going to remember that you did some 
community service project when you were in tenth grade? No way,” Gould said. 
“So I need all that written down.”
   Maloney had his kids fill out these sheets last spring, so Rossen has these to refer 
to when writing recommendation letters. 
   The counseling department also stresses that kids should make an effort to get to 
know their counselor.
   “Come down and meet your counselor, give them information, tell them what 
you’ve been doing,” Gould said. “Send them an email and say ‘here’s all the 
things I’ve done and been involved in’ and you’ll be fine.” 
   Some students aren’t as worried about the counselor change, mainly because 

New counselors Rebecca Rossen (left) and Brian Flatter (right) have already begun filling out college recommendations 

Kathleen Schaaf
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   After months of debate, new cameras in Seaholm and 
Groves still have not been officially approved. However, 
great strides have been made since the issue was last 
discussed.
   The Board of Education is conducting a “market investi-
gation to determine the cost to upgrade the cameras around 
both high schools.
   The updates in technology will include the following 

three requirements: the new system must match the current 
system’s coverage, must have high enough quality to make 
the images useful, and must be able to capture people enter-
ing and exiting the buildings without being placed on the 
interior of the schools.
   Bids are currently being taken by various companies and 
costs have not been released to the public yet.
   “We hope to have the specifications complete for review 
by the Board Facilities Sub-Committee at their October 
meeting,” BPS Executive Director of Facilities Neil D. 
Campbell said.
   Even though nothing official has been voted on, Seaholm 

“We hope to have the specifications 
complete for review by the Board 
Facilities Sub-Committee at their 
October meeting” 

Neil D. Campbell
BPS Executive Director of 
Facilities

Principal Terry Piper is already preparing for the new 
cameras.
   “The plan right now is to replace the outdoor cameras 
with a higher quality camera,” Piper said. “Those have been 
around for a few years and the technology has improved 
greatly.” 
   In addition, the school will be adding cameras to school 
entrances.
“They’ll be stationed either just right inside or just right 
outside, so they can kind of record who comes and goes 
through the doors,” said Piper.

Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

they don’t feel it will make that much of a difference.
   “I would think the letters are going to be pretty general,” said senior Liz Wil-
liams. “In my experience –I’ve been to three different high schools – counselors 
usually do not know anything about a student other than their schedules and their 
grades.”
   Gould still insists that this will have no bearing on a student’s chance of admit-
tance.

   “What [college admission people] are looking for is somebody who is in the role 
of a counselor and who can assess a student based on information that’s in front 
of them,” Gould said. “What you’ve done, you’ve done, and that’s going to come 
through on an application whether you talk about it on your part or whether you’ve 
told your counselor. It comes down to what have you done, it’s not about who is 
your counselor.” 

Photos by: Lindsay Boeckl

Photo Illustration by: Lindsay Boeckl
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Leaders in the Making

Explore nearly 100 undergraduate, master’s,
and doctoral programs in Colleges of
Architecture and Design, Arts and Sciences,
Engineering, and Management.

Personally focused and private,
Lawrence Technological University offers a rigorous, high-quality education. You benefit
from individual attention, engaging classes in a high-tech learning environment, and 
faculty committed to your success. Hands-on experiences in projects, competitions,
internships, co-ops, applied research, and more provide you the skills needed to become
a critical thinker, lifelong learner, and leader in your field.

Lawrence Technological University   
Office of Admissions   
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058   
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Unexpected glitches postpone new grading system

ONLINE from Page 1:
   Despite the training, both Boyer and Reeves said Power-
school has come with a number of glitches.
   “It’s not as user-friendly as we thought it was going to be,” 
Reeves said. “There have been a lot of bugs.”

   Among other things, Boyer said she has had difficulty log-
ging on to the system. Problems such as these are the main 
reason that Powerschool isn’t available to parents and stu-
dents online.
   “While I’d like to say with absolute certainly that you’ll be 

able to [use Powerschool] by mid-October,” Boyer said. “…
technology may not allow us to do that.”
      Though other schools such as Andover have had online 
systems for years, Boyer stressed that there was no opposi-
tion to putting students’ information online.

   “It hasn’t been that anyone’s dragged their feet, but that we 
can only upgrade every so many years because of the cost 
involved,” Boyer said. “And, knowing that we can only do it 
every so many years, we wanted to make sure that we inves-
tigated and got the best one.”

Powerschool, Seaholm’s new student information system, has new features including online grades and attendance records. Due to glitches, the program has still not been completely implemented. When  the system becomes active, parents 
and students will be able to view screen shots like the two above. Individual assignment scores, cumulative grades and weekly attendance are all accessible.                                                                          Images courtesy of Pearsonschoolsystems.com

   Despite rumors stating otherwise, the Seaholm counseling 
department is now accepting college application forms.
   “Wednesday will be the first day that we start mailing out 
applications,” counselor Julie Gould said.
   Seniors were concerned about their application deadlines 
and their chances of admissions.
   “Originally I heard that they were not accepting [applica-
tions],” senior Kathryn Watts said. “And had anyone tried 
to turn one in they told them that they couldn’t take it and 
needed to bring it back at a later date.”
   Watts, whose prospective colleges include Michigan State, 
Indiana University, and Central Michigan University, was at 
first alarmed because many of the schools she is applying to 
practice rolling admission. This means they do not have a set 
deadline for applications, rather reviewing the applications as 
they are mailed in. 
   “That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t get your apps in early, 
because the sooner you get it in, the better chance you have 
of getting in,” said Watts.
   However, the counseling department ensures students not 
to worry.
   “Every year we have very close contact and connections 
with our representatives from Michigan and Michigan State 
and all those schools who tell us by October, even the end of 
October, you’re still fine,” Gould said. 
   “Trust the process,” said Gould. “We do this every year, 
and every year kids who are qualified to be admitted to these 
schools for the most part are being admitted.”

Counseling department 
accepting college apps

4
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Birmingham School District.
   Should the District sell the administration building, Wilkin-
son said they will not purchase any new properties to relocate 

District considers selling properties 
BIDS from Page 1: their employees. There is no word at this time where BPS 

plans to move its offices if they were to accept an offer. 
   Birmingham’s Parks and Recreation Committee has re-
cently considered purchasing the vacant bus lot, but no offer 
has been made at present.
        “We now strongly recommend that bus yard [for a dog 

park],” Keith Vosburgh, chairman of the Parks and Recre-
ation committee said in an interview with the The Birming-
ham Bloomfield Paper on September 3rd.
    Vosburgh also stated that the location is desirable for a com-
munity dog park because it is within city limits, has acces-
sible parking, and has a reasonable amount of space.
   Lauren Wood, director of Birmingham Public Services told 
The Highlander that the bus lot is one of several sites that the 
Board has considered for a possible dog park.
  “Property negotiations are very premature,” said Wood. 
“The site has not gone before commission yet,” 
    BPS is accepting proposals for properties until October 30, 
2009. In the meantime, BPS will continue to consider offers 
as they come in.
    “The Faculties Sub-Committee of the Board of Education 
is reviewing offers and hope to make a decision by the end of 
the calendar year,” Wilkinson said.
     Piesz also said the District has applied for “the America 
Recovery and Reform Act (ARRA) – Qualified School Con-
struction Bond program.” The bond the district with a $11.3 
Million in funds. 
      The application allows the District to get in line for ap-
proval from the State of Michigan for an allocation of funds, 
which our offered on a “first come, first serve” basis. If the 
District is granted the funds, approval by the Board of Educa-
tion will be necessary in order to proceed.

A portion of the BPS transportation lot is among properties the district is considering selling.  The district is received a 
$270,000 offer from teh City of Birmingham for a parcel of the property   Photo by Linsday Boeckl

For up to date BPS
 coverage, visit our website at:
www.seaholmhighlander.com
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lifestyles

Seaholm Introduces New Leggings Policy
What are Seaholm students saying 

about the new rules?

“Leggings should be allowed to be 
worn.”  

-Senior Ashley Roth

“People should be able to wear what 
they want.”

-Senior Nigel Crymes

“They are just something comfortable 
to throw on in the morning.”

-Junior Devon Grout

Do you 
like the new 

leggings policy?
89% No

10% Yes

1% Don’t 
care

Graphic created by Lindsay Boeckl

BeveragesDiet Only?

Alec Larry
Staff Writer
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

   After Team Sports, senior Nick Cromie looked for a cold 
drink to quench his thirst. Like many other students, a look of 
confusion came across his face when he arrived at the 
vending machines. He saw no Pepsi, only Diet Pepsi, and no 
Vitamin Water, but Vitamin Water 10.
   “How can I ‘Do the Dew’ when I can’t even drink it?” said 
Cromie.
   Seaholm and the rest of the Birmingham district recently 
went sugar free after state guidelines cut off the supply of 
high calorie pop to schools.
   School beverage guidelines released by the American 
Beverage Association are the main reason the regular pop 
and energy juices have been taken out of not only high 
schools, but out of elementary and colleges as well.
   “There is no law that says schools cannot serve sugar-filled 
products,” said James McCurtis of the Michigan Department 

of Community Health. “That is an individual school districts 
decision.”
   The guidelines are backed not only by nutritional science 
but also by the American Heart Association. 
   The guidelines for high school allow bottled water, 
beverages with a maximum of 10 calories, milk or milk alter-
natives with under 150 calories per 12 ounces, juices with at 
least three minerals under 120 calories, and last but not least, 
sodas and other drinks with 66 calories per eight ounces. 
   “This sucks,” said junior Miles Moran. “I want pop but 
they don’t have the good stuff.  Is there even a pop with 120 
calories? I’ll go with Propel.” 
   During the 2008-2009 school year, nearly three quarters 
of schools nationwide signed on to the health contract. The 

contract mandates that only drinks 
within the guidelines may be shipped 
to schools. 
   While some students are unhappy 
about the change, others remain indif-
ferent.
   “I think it’s a good idea,” said senior 
Katie Stuart. “I only drink diet pop, so 
I love it but I think the guidelines are 
a bit ridiculous. If students can’t buy 
drinks at school, they are just going to 
go out and buy more and more drinks 
to make up for it.”
    Major companies that have signed 
the contract include the Coca-Cola 
Company, Dr. Pepper, Snapple Group 
and PepsiCo Inc.
   Seaholm senior Heather Stoner 
strongly dislikes the sugar free pop 
found at Seaholm.
   “If I want regular pop I can either 
bring it or get it out at lunch, and I have 
friends who are underclassmen who 
can’t go out and they can just ask me 
to get it for them,” said Stoner.
   The school store is also being af-
fected by the change. 
   Last year Coca Cola informed the 
Maple Tree that they would halt ship-
ments of regular pop due to state 
health guidelines. 
   “We are still able to order candy 
from Trepco and any drinks from IDI (Interstate Distribu-
tors), but Coca-Cola will not deliver any product to a school 
that doesn’t fit with the state nutritional guidelines,” said 
Business Technology Teacher and Maple Tree Advisor Barb 
Monczka. “[That] mostly boils down to diet soda and Vita-
min Water 10.” 
   One drink sold at lunch that fits within the guidelines is the 
Odwalla Superfood drink. Although this drink is outside the 
beverage guidelines, it contains nearly 30g of 
carbohydrates and 130 calories per serving (three total), but 
provides more than the required 3 minerals and vitamins. 
Other drinks served are milk, Propel, and the small Gatorades 
that fit within the guidelines.  
   Research with the FDA does show that there is a link be-
tween the artificial sweetener and aspartame and headaches.  
Diet pop has also been linked to weight gain. In a 2005 study 

conducted by the University of Texas, a test was conducted 
of people drinking diet pop over several years and a stunning 
41 percent of the subjects in the study actually put on weight. 
   “If 41 percent of the people gained weight, doesn’t that 
mean it’s kind of going against the whole point of the pro-
gram?” said senior A.J. Nolte.
   In 2004, the International Journal of Obesity conducted an-
other study showing that although the diet pop does in fact 
lower the calories, it confuses the mind and body and makes 
you hungry due to the lacking calorie intake.
    “Diet pop is worse for kids and honestly the taste of it isn’t 
that good either. Sure they have no sugar but they have arti-
ficial sugars in it, which in my opinion is even worse,” said 
Stoner.

“Diet” is the only option for students looking to buy pop from 
Seaholm’s vending machines   Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

   “Garbage.” 
   That was Seaholm Social Studies teacher Bob Carlton’s 
reaction after reading the script for Red Dawn, after he was 
offered the role of the football coach over the summer. 
   It all began with a chance meeting with the film’s casting 
agent Kathy Mooney. In early August, when he was at the 
opening of Chapmen’s Mill restaurant in Rochester Hills 
Carleton crossed paths with Mooney who is a partner in the 
casting agency, Pound and Mooney Casting.
   The two started talking, and Mooney brought up her current 
project, a remake the 1984 classic, Red Dawn.
   “I started quoting some lines from Red Dawn (the origi-
nal),” said Carleton. “And then she came back later and said 
‘well the part we’re looking for is that of a football coach.”   
   At first, he declined the 
offer, but Mooney pushed 
for it, and sent him the 
script.  
   His role as a football 
coach would have given 
him around five lines, but 
according to Carleton his 
lines were a bit cheesy.  
The casting agency asked 
him to read the script, but 
Carleton refused due to 
the foul language in the 
script.
   “There was a lot of cuss-
ing,” said Carleton. 
   Yet, he felt obligated to 
show up at the auditions.  
   “I went in there, and I 
was the only person who showed up,” said Carleton.
Mooney then proceeded to ask Carleton to read the script.
     “I’m not reading that script,” he said, and left the auditions 
thinking that that would be the end.
“They wanted an authentic football coach,” said Carleton.  
They thought Carleton, a retired football coach, would be a 
good choice. 
 Almost a month after the auditions, Mooney called Carleton 
with one last offer for the role.  They had changed the script 
to remove his cussing; however filming was taking place the 
first week of school.  By then, Carleton had already made his 
decision: he declined this final offer.
   The movie is a remake of the 1984 film of the same name 
(starring the recently deceased Patrick Swayze). The plot will 
be slightly different from the original movie, in which the 
U. S. is invaded by the Russians. This time around, the Chi-
nese will be the invaders. The story is set in Spokane, Wash-
ington, but the overall theme of the film will be the same-
- a group of high school kids stand up and lead a rebellion 
against the communist invaders.
 Set locations include Pontiac, Royal Oak, and Mount Cle-
mens so be on the lookout for some famous cast members. 
The remake will star Josh Peck, Connor Cruise (the son of 
Tom Cruise), and Chris Hemsworth and is scheduled to hit 
theatres in September 2010.  

Ben Kane
Staff Writer
Bkane@seaholmhighlander.com

“How can I ‘Do the Dew’ when I 
can’t even drink it?”

-Senior Nick Cromie

Carleton Shoots 
Down Action 
Film Role

Seaholm teacher Bob 
Carleton turned down 
a role in Red Dawn

   Seaholm’s handbook has undergone some drastic revisions 
from the 2008-2009 school year to now.
   The one change that has attracted the most attention is the 
rule that leggings and yoga-type pants will not be permitted 
unless accompanied by a tunic.
   “Leggings are not disallowed,” said assistant   principal Deb 
Boyer.  “You’re allowed to wear them, but leggings are not 
slacks or jeans.”
   Many members of the student body do not like the new 

policy, but the administration plans to enforce the dress code. 
   “I think it’s stupid,” said senior Ashley Roth.  “They’re 

pants.”
   Boyer explained that the leggings and yoga-type pants are 
unacceptable because too many of them are transparent, or 
too revealing.  
   While some staff members agree, some remain altogether 
indifferent. 
   “[Leggings should not] look like tights,” said College and 
Career Center Adviser Georgeann Huszar.
   Sophomore Summer March saw nothing in the Seaholm 
Student Handbook about leggings or yoga-type pants, so 
she assumed that there was no issue.
   The handbook lists the following rules:
   •No bare midriffs are permitted. Shirts and tops must meet 
the waist line of jeans, pants, skirts or shorts (i.e. midriffs 
must be covered at all times).
   •Tops must cover the shoulder (e.g. no strapless or back-
less tops are allowed to be worn. Halter tops/spaghetti 
straps are not acceptable).
   •No see-through or otherwise revealing clothing is al-
lowed.
   •Shoes must be worn at all times.
   •Jeans, pants, skirts or shorts must provide adequate cov-
erage.
   •Tops and bottoms must conceal all undergarments.
   •Clothing must not display inappropriate slogans and/or 
graphics.
Although the handbook does not specifically talk about 
leggings or yoga-style pants, Seaholm Assistant Principal 
Staci Peterson feels that rule is implied.
“The wording in the [handbook] is broad enough that it 
does allow us to use some discretion,” said Peterson.

Ayannah Carson
Staff Writer
Acarson@seaholmhighlander.com

Sidney Krandall
Staff Writer
Skrandall@seaholmhighlander.com

Wear tunics that go 
two inches below your 

fingertips

Check before you 
buy to make sure 

your leggings aren’t 
see through

DO DON’T

“Leggings are not disallowed. 
You’re allowed to wear them, but 
leggings are not slacks or jeans.”

-Assistant principal Deb Boyer

Wear t-shirts or any 
other shirt that do 

not meet the length 
requirement

Wear leggings in 
the place of pants

Graphic created by Lindsay 
Boeckl and Emily Gordy
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Plan a successful...
H
O
M
E
C
O
M
I
N
G

ow to ask: Keep it simple, don’t overdo it now, wait 
until Prom... or your engagement

rder a corsage or a bouttenier

ake your reservations early!  That includes 
Restaurants, Hair, makeup, nails and limo.  Chop chop.

XPECT THE UNEXPECTED: aLWAYS HAVE A PLAN b

OORDINATE COLORS- DRESS AND TIE NEED TO MATCH!

RGANIZE A GROUP

INIMIZE SPENDING: FIND PLACES THAT OFFER 
HIGH SCHOOL OR HOMECOMING DISCOUNTS

NVEST IN A PAIR OF SHOES OVER A ONE-TIME DRESS. 
YOU’LL PROBABLY GET MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK

IX THE CRAZY SUIT COLORS.  STICK TO BASICS

ET YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE AND YOU 
CAN AVOID WAITING IN LINE AT THE DANCE

What ShoWS
are you Watching?

25%
8%

4%
6%

will be watching Glee

are tuning in to Vampire Diaries

are viewing The Beautiful Life

are watching Project Runway

50% chose other

100 students were polled in the survey
7% don’t watch tv

6

Seaholm’s
Stories
How they asked:

How they got asked:

“I asked her by replacing the paper in a Hershey’s kiss that 
says ‘kiss’ with a paper that said ‘Homecoming?’  I thought it 

would work, but she engulfed the chocolate and didn’t even 
notice.”

    -Senior Danny Bailey

“I took her to Kilwins, and I had one of the 
flavors posted up as, ‘Homecoming?’  So I had 
her walk by it, and she said yes.”

-Senior Ryan Grenn

“I was sitting in class, and Mrs. Boyer came to the door telling me to come 
to her office.  I sat down, and I was like, ‘am I in trouble?’  She handed 

me an envelope, and said, ‘Just read it.’ So I opened it, and there was a 
letter inside that said, ‘Will you go to homecoming with me?’”

     
-Junior Paige Brehm

“There was a sign that had a bunch of numbers on it say-
ing, ‘decode this code.’ [The numbers] corresponded to 
the letters of the alphabet, so when I decoded it, it said, 
‘Homecoming?’  And it said, post response to locker num-
ber 1154.  There was a choice between circle ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ 
so I  circled ‘yes’ and put it back on his locker.”

- Senior Katie Finley

   Many students cringe at the idea of moving schools during 
their senior year of high school, but for Pietro Colombari, it is 
his choice to be a foreign exchange student. Several would be 
tense starting over in a new country but Pietro, however was 
ready for this year in America.
   Not only is he encountering new faces on a daily basis, he 
has to adapt to a language barrier as he moves from Italy to 
America.
   “I wasn’t nervous at all”, said Colombari. And he didn’t 
need to be. The transition Colombari made was not that dif-
ficult.
   When asked what was different about Seaholm from his 
school in Italy he stated,
   “School here is not that different,” said Colombari. “But in 
Italy we don’t switch classrooms, the teachers do.”
   According to Seaholm Principal Terry Piper, in the school 
year of 2009-2010, Seaholm has one of its’ highest enroll-
ments ever, with 1,210 students. 
   “Seventy nine new students as of today have joined the 
Seaholm Community,” said Cheryl Shettel, the community 
service organizer. “And the numbers are still growing.”
   With 38 new freshmen, that are new to the district, 23 soph-
omores, 13 juniors, and five seniors, many new faces will be 
seen the halls.  Out of the five new seniors, three are foreign 
exchange students from Italy, Germany, and Finland. 
   Many kids from the district have made the choice to transi-
tion from private schools to public schools.
   It doesn’t matter if they come from Europe or private 
schools in the area, each one is starting over in a new place 
and looking to Seaholm to welcome them with open arms.
   Sean Charest, a transfer student from Cranbrook King-
swood wanted a change of scenery.
   “I had to choose between Seaholm and West Bloomfield, 
said Charest. “I picked Seaholm.”

A Fresh Start for Senior Year
Allison Mullen
Staff Writer
Amullen@seaholmhighlander.com

Alec Nathan
Staff Writer
Anathan@seaholmhighlander.com

Pietro Colombari made the decision to be a foriegn exchange student 
for his senior year.   Photo by Lindsay Boeckl
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www.brooklynpizzaonline.com

NIGHT TIME SPECIAL
Monday Night & Tuesday 

Night 
5pm-8pm 

All you can eat slices, pop, 
salad, and ice cream $6.95.

Free pint of 
ice cream with 

purchase of any 
large pizza

Football team 
card

Get a FREE medium drink 
with purchase of two slices!! 

BRING IN TO REDEEM

BRING IN TO REDEEM BRING IN TO REDEEM

BRING IN TO REDEEM

111 Henrietta St in Birmingham, MI
248.258.6690

COUPON EXPIRES ON 12-31-09

COUPON EXPIRES ON 12-31-09

LUNCH SPECIAL

Monday thru Friday 
10:15am till 12:30pm,

Any two slices+Medium 
drink-- only $5.00

COUPON EXPIRES ON 12-31-09

COUPON EXPIRES ON 12-31-09
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he sounds of necks snapping and the sight of blood 
splattering on the windshield should affect how 
students feel about using their cell phone and send-
ing text messages while driving.

   At least, that’s what British Transportation officials hope 
when they introduced a controversial new television cam-
paign aimed at stopping teens from 
texting while behind the wheel.
   Yet Seaholm students--includ-
ing those who have seen the 
graphic and bloody PSA-- still 
have that urge to communi-

cate from the car.
   “When I’m driving far places, I feel 
rude if I don’t respond to the person 
I’m texting,” said junior Samantha 
Mee. “If I’m just on a straight road, I 
don’t feel nervous [about texting] be-
cause there is usually no one around 
me.”
   But according to a study conducted 
in July 2009, it was found that when 
the drivers texted, their collision risk 
was 23 times greater than when not texting, regardless of 
the type of road the driver is on. And that is exactly the mes-
sage the British PSA is trying to send.
   The Public Service Announcement was shown during 
regular programming in Britain, and is now found on vari-
ous web sites promoting making texting while driving il-
legal.
   The video begins with images of three teen girls driving 
down the road for a seemingly normal car ride. But when 
the driver takes her eyes off the 
road to send a text, she swerves 
into oncoming traffic, and hits an-
other car head on. 
   This collision ends violently; 
her car is smashed three different 
times. The screen then shows the 
girls being whipped around the car. 
The driver was the only survivor in 
the first car, and when the screen 
shows the other two cars involved, 
a helpless baby is shown, lifeless. 
   In another car, a girl witnessed 
her parent’s death, and she is screaming for them, confused 
as to why they aren’t answering her. With shots of blood 
filling the screen, the video ends with helicopters airlifting 
the only two survivors of the appalling car wreck caused by 

Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

“When I’m driving to far places, 
I feel rude if I don’t respond to 
the person I’m texting. If I’m just 
on a straight road, I don’t feel 
nervous [about texting] because 
there is usually no one around 
me.”
 Samantha Mee
 Seaholm Junior

“Our age group grew up in the era 
where we need to text..We think 
we can handle it on the road”
 
Sammy Shebib
Seaholm Senior

A DEADLY MESSAGE
A new public service announcement from the UK gives drivers a shocking look at the 

consequences of texting behind the wheel
texting behind the wheel.
   “[The video] was so disturbing, I could barely finish it,” 
said junior Lauren Rentschler.
   Senior Sammy Shebib feels that students overestimate 
their texting skills, and feel invincible on the road.
   “Our age group grew up in the era where we need to text,” 
said Shebib. “We think we’ve mastered texting, and that we 
can handle it on the road. But the likelihood of the majority 
of kids stopping texting while driving is slim; kids will text 
and drive soon after they see [the PSA]. It’s sad.”

   Other students choose not to text be-
hind the wheel.
   “I don’t text [while driving] be-
cause it’s a major distraction and 
I can’t concentrate when I’m on 
the road,” said senior Richaud 
Pack. “I tried it once and I hit a 
trash can.”
   “I’m incapable of multitasking while 
driving,” said Rentschler.
   Although texting while driving is 
still legal in Michigan, other states 
have anti-texting laws. States that 
have already banned it include Wash-
ington, Illinois, Missouri, and 14 other 
states. In Utah, the drivers face up to 
15 years in prison if anyone is hurt in 

an accident where texting is involved. Texting while driving 
also enforces the same penalties as drunk driving in Utah, 
and is no longer classified as an accident, but is placed in the 
reckless driving category.
   Michigan senator John Pappageorge has recently signed 
as a co-sponsor of Senate Bill 468, which will prohibit the 
use of handheld cell phones while driving.
   “This bill is currently before the Senate Committee on 
Transportation,” said Pappageorge. “As this and other legis-

lation regarding the use of cell phones 
moves through the Legislature, my 
priority remains to prevent drivers 
from being distracted while operating 
a vehicle. I will continue to work on 
this important safety issue.”
   While texting behind the wheel is 
not illegal yet in Michigan, the AAA 
Michigan Spokesperson Nancy Cain 
believes it is extremely dangerous 
and life threatening.
   “AAA encourages people not to text 
and drive,” said Cain. “People, espe-

cially young people who are new to driving, should keep 
their eyes on the road at all times. In many cases, people 
take their eyes off the road and are much more likely to have 
an accident.”

T
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Opinion

ERNEST W. SEAHOLM 
HIGHLANDER

The Seaholm Highlander aims to provide an 
accurate report and a free exchange of viewpoints 
in relation to interests and concerns that affect the 
Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room G107

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
viewpoint of the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest editorials are 
welcomed. All such editorials and other features 
will be attributed to their authors.

Letters to the editor: The Highlander welcomes 
all opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback 
from the Seaholm community. 

We request all letters be sent to: letters@
seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in person to 
room G107 or mailed to the following address:The 
Highlander, 2436 West Lincoln, Birmingham, MI 
48009. 

These letters must not exceed 500 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all letters 
for the sake of brevity. The author’s name may 
be withheld upon request. The final decision of 
whether the material is to be published will be left 
up to the editorial board.

News Tips: Do you have a news tip? Let our 
newsroom know about. E-Mail us at: tips@
seaholmhighlander.com.

Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may accept 
advertising. Acceptance or rejection of advertising 
is within purview of the publication staff, which 

may accept any ads except those for products or 
services that are illegal for all students. Ads for 
political candidates and ballot issues may be 
accepted; however the community is encouraged 
to solicit ads from all sides.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
Highlander is committed to covering all issues 
objectively, without bias, with an acute attention 
to detail. Factual errors will be corrected for 
reader clarification in the following issue. If we 
have erred, please let us know.
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Where’s the money... and the anger?Dr. Love

Dear Seaholm Students,

   I would like to introduce myself; my name is Dr. Love, the 
official relationship guru for Seaholm High School.  For all 
those in desperate need of a dose of advice, I’m here to help, 
but will always remain anonymous. Your identity will be kept 
confidential, but your story may be printed because there could 
be others suffering from your same ailment.  
   In case of emergency, don’t hesitate to contact Dr. Love at 
drlove@seaholmhighlander.com
Editors Note: These are the types of 
dilemmas that Dr. Love could solve.

Dear Dr. Love,
   I'm a senior girl who doesn't have a date to homecoming yet. 
I really want to go to the dance, especially since it's my senior 
year. There's one guy in particular that I would love to go with. 
Is it okay if I ask him, or should that be saved for Sadies?

Signed,
Girl Confused and Dateless
 
Dear Girl Confused and Dateless,
   It's very stereotypical for one to believe a girl can't ask a guy 
to Homecoming. Not only have times changed, but so have 
high school traditions. If you have an eye on that special some-
one...Go for it. You'll never know how much fun you could 
have at your senior homecoming if you don't take a risk.

Signed,
Dr. Love
 
 
 Dear Dr. Love,
   My girlfriend goes to college in state. We decided to stay 
together and try to make it work, but now that she's gone, I 
realize how much less we will be seeing each other. Also, I'm 
worried she will cheat on me. What should I do?

Signed,
Distraught Senior Boy
 

Dear Distraught Senior Boy,
   If you're having doubts, you should see how it is without her 
as a "girlfriend" figure. It doesn't mean you can't talk to her or 
visit her, but experiencing your senior year without a commit-
ment may not be the end of the world.
   On the other hand, I don't know details about your relation-
ship and no one can truly understand how you feel about her. 
It's understandable to be concerned, but if you trust her, take it 
day by day.

Signed,
Dr. Love

Pisces- 2/19-3/20
This month is all about the new 
you and self confidence. The stars 
will give you a boost to ask that 
certain someone to Homecoming, 
coming up on October 3rd.

Aries- 3/21-4/19
Don’t be afraid to break out of 
your shell. This month for you 
is all about starting new things 
and there are many new faces in 
the hall, so take a chance and in-
troduce yourself 
to something new.

Taurus- 4/20-5/20
If you feel like your regular rou-
tine is getting dull, spice up your 
weekends by going to your favor-
ite University’s home football 
game or a trip to Cedar Point.

Gemini- 5/21-6/21
Try some place new for lunch like 
the Franklin Cider Mill. For all 
the freshmen and sophomores 
who can’t leave campus, check 

out the Maple Tree 
for some new snacks.

Cancer- 6/22-
7/22
Don’t be shy. Only 
good things can 
come from people 
who take risks.  Never be hesitant 
to give your opinion in class and 
let your voice be heard.

Leo-7/23-8/22
If your mind is going in a billion 
different directions, slow down 
and exercise. Yoga or going on 
a run will keep you focused on 
achieving your 1st Trimester goal. 
If exercising isn’t your thing, find 
an activity that helps clear your 
head.

Virgo- 8/23-9/22
You may be running 
into tough finan-
cial times with our 
economy, so try some-

thing new and instead of buy-
ing a lunch every day, try brown 
paper bagging it. As for a home-
coming dress, you could be sur-
prised at what you find on the 
sale rack at your favorite store.

Scorpio- 10/23-11/21
This month is all about compromise. 
If your friends want to try something 
new this weekend that you don’t agree 
with, attempt to have fun. You may be 
pleasantly surprised by the outcome.

Sagittarius- 11/22-12/21
If you know your dream school, 
keep pursuing it because chances 
are the stars will align in your fa-
vor if you make your wishes clear.

Capricorn- 12/22-1/19
This month, your math skills 
will come easy for you, but don’t 
take advantage of it. Keep study-
ing hard, and you will be sure to 
achieve success.

Aquarius- 1/20-2/18
Give back to your community this 
month, even if it’s just donating 
canned goods for Field Day. Your 
simple gesture could make a huge 
difference in someone else’s life. 
Go see Mrs. Shettel if you have 
any questions.

horoscope of the Month
Libra- 9/23-10/22
The stars have aligned for you in perfect 
time for Homecoming.  For all of the se-
niors, college applications may be domi-
nating your down time, but make sure 
to make room for quality “me” time this 
month and relax.

Highlander Editorial

   The approach that the Birmingham Police Department 
is taking in the investigation of embezzlement charges 
filed against a former BPS employee and possibly two 
accomplices is definitely not one of expedience.  
   In May, a former employee of the Seaholm Athletic 
Department was fired after embezzlement charges were 
filed.  The scheme was uncovered after new software 
helped find discrepancies in cash receipts from various 
athletic events over the course of three years.  
   BPD police liaison Ron Halcrow told Highlander 
reporters the alleged embezzlement scheme may not 
have been a one man job, and have indicated that there 
are now two additional people under investigation.  
   The Seaholm administration isn’t convinced it wasn’t 

a solo effort.
    It has been nearly three months since the investigation 
was to have been completed, and we’re left wondering 
why investigators cannot provide answers about the 
missing ticket sales.  

   Residents of the City of Birmingham who pay for the 
education system here, which includes funding for the 
athletics in the high schools, should be concerned about 
the investigation not being taken as seriously as it should.   
The missing funds came from gate receipts, and not 
taxes, but $20,000 is still a hefty amount regardless of 
the source.  
   In the Highlander’s June fifth story, Seaholm principal 
Terry Piper stated that the athletic department didn’t lose 
anything because a sport didn’t need to be cut.  But it isn’t 
just about sports being cut, or about loss of funding.  The 
problem now lies in the fact that the district seems to be 
treating the missing $20,000 like lost lunch money – at 
least publicly.
   If there is a more serious effort to recoup the missing 
money through other means, it’s being done behind 
closed doors and they’re not talking about it.
   The whole situation leaves us wondering where’s the 
outrage?  Why is nobody angry and why isn’t there a 
public push for answers?
   Even though the school district has fired the suspected 
employee, they could be putting pressure on the Oakland 
County Prosecutor to finish the investigation. 
   These funds lost from the athletic department at 
Seaholm could have contributed to opportunities for our 
student athletes, but instead the losses were ‘absorbed’ 
into the system.  From where did this absorbed money 
come?  The district has cut funding for transportation for 
away games and while the buses cost more than what 
was allegedly stolen, the costs could have been offset if 
the AD still had the money.  
   Ever since the economic meltdown this country 
suffered a year ago, Americans are looking more closely 

Have something to say?

Let your voice be heard. Write a 
letter to the editor.

letters@seaholmhighlander.com

or mail us:

The Highlander
Seaholm High School
2436 West Lincoln, Ave
Birmingham, MI 48009

at their expenses and looking to cut wherever they can.  
In these difficult economic times, parents may not be 
able to afford the $130 athletic pay-to-play fee required 
to participate in sports, and funds stolen from the AD 

might have been able to help cut costs for families 
struggling to make ends meet.  Parents might not feel 
that the money they contribute to support their school’s 
team is safe, and could be hesitant about donating extra 
money to the school.  
   Understandably, this is an embarrassing situation. 
Nobody wants to call attention to messes that creep up 
in their own back yard.
   But quiet acceptance akin to a what’s-done-is-done 
sense of resignation is little better.
   Our suggestion: How about a little anger, perhaps a 
few more answers and a return of the $20,000.

The whole situation leaves us 
wondering where’s the outrage?  
Why is nobody angry and why  
isn’t there a public push for 
answers?

Understandably, this is an 
embarrassing situation. Nobody 
wants to call attention to messes 
that creep up in their own back 
yard.
   But quiet acceptance akin to 
a what’s-done-is-done sense of 
resignation is little better.
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Drake’s album So Far Gone 
disappoints fans featuring 
litte new content 

A Star is 
Reborn

Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

The Best We 
Already Have

FACT or FICTION?
Did the administration 

really sell 50 hang tags 
to sophomores so they 

have the ability to park 
in the lot?

 FICTION!

               FICTION!

   FACT!

   FACT!

“We thought about doing it dur-
ing the contruction but we ended 
up pulling the idea. We never 
changed the handbook,” Park-
ing lot attendant Doreen Moore 

said.

Athletic Director, Aaron Frank, 
confirmed that any termite 

rumors are false. There are no 
termite eggs on the Seaholm 

turf.

Assistant Principal Deb Boyer 
stated that leggings can only be 
worn if there is a long shirt or 

tunic paired with them.

Is the UofM vs.  
Michigan State game 

really on the same 
day as homecoming?

Are there actually 
termite eggs on the 

football turf?

Are leggings and 
hardtails as pants 

banned from school?

The dates are the same.  Both 
events take place on October 

third.  Kickoff at noon at 
Spartan Stadium and 

Homecoming begins at 8pm.

Jay-Z’s latest instalment 
in the Blueprint series 
lives up to the hype

Fall Music Preview
The Highlander Presents:

   Most rap lyrics today consist of drugs, sex, and 
money. Jay-Z’s newest album, The Blueprint 3, 
however, has something more to say.
    He still has plenty of songs dedicated to modern 
vices, but some of his tracks have more depth. 
“Run This Town”, “Empire State of Mind”, “A 
Star is Born”, “What We Talkin’ About”, and 
“Already Home” are all anthems to the real side 
of fame, and even though they expose the unde-
sirable truth, Jay-Z never really complains. 
   His album is full of subtle contradictions. In   
“Empire State of Mind”, the chorus and hook 
praise the inspiring streets of New York, but the 
verses tell the truth about the self-proclaimed boy 
from the hood. 
“Young Forever”, a high point of the album, is a 
song about looking back at life, wishing it would 
last forever, but, at the same time, asking if it’s 
really worth-while.
   The track is filled with interesting lyrics, such as 
“Heaven can wait we’re only watching the skies, 
hoping for the best but expecting the worst.    
   Are you gonna drop the bomb or not? Let us 
die young or let us live forever, we don’t have the 
power but we never say never.” 
   The album is complete with a wide variety of 
featured artists; Rihanna, Kanye West, Alicia 
Keys, Luke Steele, Young Jeezy, Swizz Beatz, 
Drake, J. Cole, Kid Cudi, Pharrell, and Mr. Hud-
son all make appearances. 
    Since dropping on September 8, this album has 
hit number 1 on American charts, the 11th Jay-Z 
album to do this. 
   Roc Nation Label; 1 hr 56 sec; available on 
iTunes and CD

   Fans of hip hop artist Drake eagerly anticipated 
the release of the EP So Far Gone, which dropped 
on September 15th, but many were disappointed.   
Not because the beats are awful, or because the 
lyrics are unoriginal, but because five of the seven 
songs on the album were previously released on a 
mixtape eight months ago, which could be down-
loaded for free from Drake’s myspace.  Now, the 
same tracks are cost $1.29 on iTunes.  
   Since the mixtape of the same name was re-
leased on February 13, 2009, Drake fans have 
been waiting for the artist to release new material.  
Unfortunately, fans will have to wait until Febru-
ary 14, 2010 for the next installment in the Drake 
mixtape series, entitled Thank Me Later.  
   On this album, the two new singles, “Fear” 
and “I’m Goin’ In” fail to live up to the already 
high standards set by favorites like the summer 
anthem “Best I Ever Had”; the old favorites, 
however, are still frequenting the Top 100 List on 
iTunes. Guest appearances on the album include 
producer Lil Wayne, Trey Songz, and Bun B. 
   The biggest disappointment was the fact that 
the new single, “Forever”, which features Kanye 
West, Lil Wayne, and Eminem, was not included 
on this release.  The single, which is featured 
on Lebron James’ documentary More Than a 
Game, reached #1 on iTunes just three days after 
being released.  
   Even though the album has hardly any new 
material, Drake’s music takes a fresh approach to 
hip hop, and the Canadian TV star turned rapper 
is quickly cementing his place in American pop 
culture.  
Young Money Entertainment, 32min 46sec, 
Available for download on iTunes

Mari Manoogian
Opinion Editor
Mmanoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

Mi Plan
Nelly Furtado

Released: September 15th
Best Song:  Manos al Aire

Man on the moon: The 
end of Day

Kid Cudi
Released: September 15th

Best Song: Pursuit of Happiness (Featuring 
MGMT and Ratatat)

Tomorrow
Sean Kingston

Released: September 22nd
Best Song: I’m At War (Featuring Lil Wayne)

Brand New Eyes
Paramore

Released: September 29th
Pre-Release Single: Ignorance

This is Us
Backstreet Boys
Released: October 6th

Pre-Release Single: Straight Through My 
Heart
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Quarterback Keith Otterbein returns to the field tonight, after injuring his left ankle                  Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Otterbein Back for Farmington

Larry’s Lowdown

  Comparable to the Lions last Sunday versus the Vikings, 
Seaholm fell short again to Harrison. Viewers and players 
alike aren’t surprised by this, as Harrison is an undefeated 
team. 
      The expectations of the coaches were low. Players said the 
coaches weren’t expecting to even score a point. To every-
one’s surprise, the Maples led Harrison into the fourth quarter 
with 21 points, but then crumbled to a 42-21 loss. 
   0-3 is a rough way to start a season no matter what, but after 
last year’s dismal one victory, the fans and players alike ex-
pected something different. Again it was bad luck combined 
with many other on the field problems.
      Nearly mid way through the season, all it takes is one game 
to change everything. That game may be the Homecoming 
game Adams, a victory against our high ranked rivals could 
boost this talented team to a winning record. Maybe the team 
needs a Rudy or a Vince Papale, but nonetheless, confidence 
is still in the team, but running out quickly.
   Unlike the football team, the girls varsity golf team is look-
ing to repeat their state championship.  As their regular season 
wraps up on the 30th against Groves, players are confident in 
a very possible repeat. 
     Coach Leon Braisted has lead these girls far into the state 
championships many times and nothing less is expected than 
a run for a consecutive state title. 
  In the rough waters of the pool, boys varsity water polo 
started the season off steadily with a few quick victories and 
multiple losses to Walled Lake.
   With former Seaholm player Brad Sweeney as the new as-
sistant coach, the team is expecting a strong season and con-
tending for districts. Many players feel they are even stronger 
than last year’s winning team and predicting that they will be 
hosting the state championships here at Seaholm.
   They boy’s varsity soccer team is bending it like Beckham 
and playing strongly even after the honor of being moved to 
division one play. Although the boys lost early, they are due to 
start racking up victories and be strong contenders.
  Three reasons to have hope in the girls cross country team 
are the Freshman Wilberding triplets. With phenomenal en-
durance and incredible speed the Wilberding’s are perform-
ing well. 
      To even put more confidence into the team, senior Alex 
Matthews is returning from a stress fracture and looking to 
come back strongly at the Old Skool Classic Friday, 
September 26. 
   From running to running the court, girls volleyball is de-
stroying opponents on the court and taking over the district. 
After a recent victory over Groves, the youth led team is 
looking to keep high hopes and high scores.
  Like many of the teams above, confidence is thriving 
through Seaholm’s plethora of teams and high student expec-
tations. Seaholm sports is looking to bring home titles and 
etch their legacy into the athletics history.

Alec Larry
Sports Columnist
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

Frankly Fitness
You’re five minutes 
into your 25 minute 
quick-write for Mrs. 
Labond’s English class, 
and your arm is 
already getting sore!

Tricep Stretch
Take your right arm, placing the 
right hand on the back of your right 
shoulder blade. Make sure your arm 
is bent at the elbow. Next, place 
your left hand on top of your right 
elbow. Pull the elbow towards your 
head. You should feel a stretch in 
your tricep. Now repeat for  your 
left arm.

Shoulder 
Stretch

Place your right arm diagonally 
out in front of your body, with 
the right hand pointing  to your 
left. Next, place your left hand 
on the outside of your right 
shoulder. With your left hand 
push the arm towards your body.
You should feel a stretch in your 
shoulder.  Repeat for the  left 
arm

Wrist Stretch
With your left hand, grab the tips 
of your fingers on the right hand.
Now, pull the right hand fingers 
back with your left hand.After 
pulling backwards, fold the right 
hand fingers downwards, and use 
your left hand to push the fingers 
inwards. Repeat for the  left hand.

Finally, release any extra tension by shaking 
out your hands. After finishing your final shake 
out, you will be ready to ace your essay!

Jesse Frank
Deputy Sports Editor
Jfrank@seaholmhighlander.com

Before you freak 
out and fail the 
rest of the essay, 
try some of these 
helpful stretches.

The ‘Wait’ Room

Javon Castillo
Staff Writer
JCastillo@seaholmhighlander.com

   The weight room floor is not yet finished, causing discon-
tent among many of the members on Maple Motion who 
expected to be practicing there by now. 
   But Athletic Director Aaron Frank said that should change 
next month.
    “It’s going to be done in the third week of October,” Frank 
said. “The glue is already down and as soon as it dries the 
carpet and rest of the supplies will come in.” 
   Instead of the weight room floor, the dance team now 
practices on the cafeteria floor. 
   “We are cramped on a floor that is not made for dancing 
and we feel shafted,” said senior Erica Reich. 
   Team members say food, tables, and dirty floors, have 
made practice for the dance team difficult.

    “The floor sometimes had food on it we have to move 
chairs and tables,” said sophomore Stephanie Muir.

Months after construction on Seaholm’s athletic facilities, the weight room remains unfinished
Photos by: Lindsay Boeckl

The large empty space where new floor will be installed

   The varsity football team will be looking for their first win 
of the season tonight, when they face Farmington.
   Both players and coaches are excited for the game against 
the Falcons. Not only are they coming off a good game the 
previous week (a 42-21 loss to Farmington Hills Harrison), 
but the team is finally healthy.
   Both Keith Otterbein and Charlie Doherty will be available 
to the Maples against the Falcons. Otterbein has been eager to 
return to action, and will be starting the game.

   Coach Chris Fahr declares this game as, “the first time 
we’ve had everyone healthy.”
   It’s a good time to have everyone healthy. Not only is Farm-
ington a good team, but last week’s game against Harrison 
gave the team a promising outlook for the future.
   “We started doing a lot of good things last week,” said Fahr.
  Kickoff is at 7:00pm at Farmington High School.

by Jesse Frank



12), but were met by a very rowdy crowd. 
   “Entering the Groves gym you could tell they 
wanted to beat us,” said junior captain Taylor 
Stinson about their recent game against Groves.
    “The crowd of Groves football players and 
students were hyped, T-shirts saying "beat 
Seaholm" had been made, and of course the 
gym wouldn't have been complete without 

a poster saying "Burn the 
Leaf", which the team ran 
through during introduc-
tions,” Stinson said. 
   Despite the crowd, the Ma-
ples still played very well.
   “We had great energy 
against Groves,” said  head 
coach Heather Lippert. 
“The girls really wanted to 
win. We didn't give up when 
we lost a set.” 
   “We played really well and 
made minimal mistakes,” 
sophomore Paige 
Neuenfeldt said.  
  Seaholm added another 
win to their strong 2-1 re-
cord last Thursday with an 
easy 3-0 win over Troy Ath-
ens (25-9, 25-13, 25-12).
   “The team played well to-
gether,” said junior captain 
Alex Gothard.  “We had a 
lot of energy throughout the 
entire match.”
   The Maples are looking 
to build upon where they 
left off last year. Seaholm 
lost to Marian in the district 
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   The Maples defeated cross town rival Groves 
September 15 in a thriller that ended in a 3-2 
Maple victory (25-21, 24-26, 25-20, 20-25, 15-

Spikers’ Goal: Win Conference

Zach Hill
Staff Writer
Zhill@seaholmhighlander.comVarsity Soccer

Record: 1-8-1
Last week: Lost Avondale 2-0, Lost 
Rochester Adams 5-1, Lost Lake 
Orion 8-0
This Week: Monday vs. Farming-
ton, Tuesday at Lahser, Thursday 
at Andover
Key Players: Mike Beck, Nick 
Naski, Charlie Kelley, James Ruby
Quote: “Well we have been playing 
the best schools in the state but 
we are growing as ateamand we 
will kick butt.” –senior Mike Beck

Varsity Football
Record: 0-4
Last week: Lost at Harrison 42-21
This week: Friday at Farmington
Key Players: Jack Quigley, Jim 
Feiten, Mack Howell, Shawn 
Conway
Quote: “The team is showing a lot 
of heart.” – junior Trey Wanicke

Varsity Tennis
Record: 5-0
Last week: 2nd in Midland Tourna-
ment
This week: Brother Rice, Andover
Key Players: Graham Gettel, Pietro 
Colombari, Alec Nathan
Quote: “We are a very good team.” 
-senior Pietro Colombari

JV Tennis
Record: 4-1
Last week: won vs U of D, won vs 
Lahser
This week: Monday at U of D, Tues-
day vs. Andover
Key Players: Robie Stachler, Adam 
Rosen, Jason Mondry
Quote: “We have a good team this 
year.” –senior Robbie Stachler

Girls Swimming
Record: 4-0
Last week: won vs. Lahser
This week: Stoney Creek
Key Players: Megan Smith, Alex 
Thane, Melanie Rogers, Calley 
Murphy, Megan Smith, Chelsea 
Abbott
Quote: “Our team is an animal.” –
sophomore Chelsea Abbott

Girls Varsity 
Volleyball
Record: 2-1
Last week: won at Groves 3-2, 
won vs. Troy Athens 3-0
This week: Thursday at Rocherster 
High School
Key Players: Taylor Stinson, Alex 
Gothard, Annie Sevic
Quote: “We have been working 
on reducing our unforced errors 
and getting the younger kids up to 
speed.”- coach Heather Lippert

Freshman Soccer
Record: 1-4
Last week: Loss Royal Oak, Loss 
Lake Orion
This week: Monday vs. Rochester, 
Wednesday vs. Stoney Creek
Key Players: Kieran O’Keefe, Sam 
Gomz, Tim Pearce
Quote: “Division 1 has many great 
teams. Hopefully we can get some 
wins.” –freshman Tim Pearce

JV Soccer
Record: 1-4
Last week: Loss Avondale 3-0, 
Loss Rochester Adams 8-0, Loss 
Lake Orion 2-1
This week: Monday vs. Farming-
ton, Tuesday at Lahser, Thurday at 
Andover
Key Players: Cullen O’Keefe, An-
drew Pryka, Joey Kaminski
Quote: “Although we have a tough 
schedule, we remain optimistic 
and maintain a positive attitude.” 
–sophomore Cullen O’Keefe

SPORTS BRIEFS

   Senior guard Richaud Pack has officially com-
mitted to Florida International University. Pack 
and AAU teammate and top recruit Dominique 
Ferguson will be joining the Panther squad in 
the fall of 2010.
   Now that Pack is officially a Panther, he feels 
that the stress is now off him and time to con-
tinue improving his game.
   “It feels great because with commitment 
there’s security,” said Pack. “It builds my con-
fidence to know that I’m wanted.”
   Pack decided to choose FIU because the 
school showed the most interest. Pack wanted 
to key in on somewhere where they wanted 
him as opposed to where he wanted to go.
   “FIU wanted me the most,” said Pack. “The 
program is going in the right direction.”
   Pack was being recruited by many schools 
including Central Michigan, Bucknell, Univer-
sity of Nevada, UNLV, and Penn. 
    “I think [FIU is] a great choice because he gets 
to play under Isiah Thomas,” said senior team-
mate Buddy  Ellis. “He is close to the Pistons 
organization which can open up more opportu-
nities.”
   FIU head coach Isiah Thomas believes that 
Pack has the perfect arsenal to lead the Panthers 
to future success. 
   “You’re perfect for our offense,” said Thomas 
to Pack. “Your knowledge of the game is in-
credible.”
   Thomas attended all of Pack’s AAU games 
throughout the summer. Pack’s AAU team 
Team Detroit won the Summer Champions 
Tournament, which was held nationally in Las 

Varsity Tennis, 
Girls Swim Team 
Still Undefeated

finals last season and are determined to win the 
league this year.
    “Our goal is to win the conference this year,” 
Neuenfeldt said
   “And to work hard. Which we have seen so 
far,” Lippert added.
   The Maples have made many big changes this 
year to accomplish these goals. 
   “This year we are really concentrating on de-
fense and making less mistakes,” Neuenfeldt 
said. 
   “We have been working hard every practice 
and have seen improvement every week,” 
Coach Lippert said. “The girls work at ap-
proaching hard and being aggressive either at-
tacking or tipping the ball.
   Serving and serve reception is also a huge part 
of our practice routine.  The girls work with Mr. 
Carlton three days a week to maintain strong 
bodies.”
   Seaholm has many spots to fill after losing 
3 seniors from last season, including Anya 
Cekauskas who now plays for Yale.   But sur-
prisingly almost all of these spots were filed by 
underclassman. The varsity squad has only 2 
seniors, none of who are starting. 
   “Last year we lost 3 seniors, all of which 
were fantastic front row players,” Stinson said.  
“However, this year we've come out with posi-
tive attitudes and high energy which really in-
timidates other teams regardless of our age or 
size.”
   The Maples next game is Thursday October 1 
at Rochester High School.
Seaholm Girls v olleyball players 
serve, cheer, and spike. Photos by: 
Lindsay BoecklSenior Jennifer Evans serves to Groves in the Maples’ five set 

victory, Tuesday, September 15.  Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Vegas.
   Pack is honored to play for the hall of famer 
Isiah Thomas. Pack’s knowledge and skill level 
at the guard position will thrive with Thomas 
being a guard himself.
   “It’s going to be an honor to play for one of 
the top 50 NBA players of all time,” said Pack. 
“He is arguably the best point guard ever and 
has won at every level.”
   Hard work and dedication has helped Pack 
to becoming a Division 1 basketball player. 
Senior teammate Jack Quigley feels that his 
combination of athleticism and dedication is 
unstoppable.
   “You always see Richaud shooting hoops at 
Seaholm,” said Quigley. “He is also a gifted 
athlete and a great leader.”
   Not only does Quigley see a gifted athlete in 
Pack, he also sees the leadership qualities that 
led Seaholm to such a successful year last sea-
son.
   “There is no doubt Richaud’s the leader of our 
basketball team,” said Quigley.
   Pack has plenty of experience playing for 
AAU teams such as The Family and Team De-
troit to get him ready for the college level. Pack 
truly lives and breathes basketball.
   “I have an addiction to basketball playing 
at ten at night when I’m bored,” said Pack. 
“Sometimes I sleep with my basketball.”
   Being a Division 1 basketball player has given 
Pack high expectations for this upcoming sea-
son. He expects greatness and won’t accept 
anything less than that.
   “Seaholm is about to go 20-0 this year,” said 
Pack. “I’m going to put up 28 points, 8 re-
bounds, and 6 assists.”
   Pack expects to play, and not redshirt, his 
freshman year.

Varsity Volleyball team cheers after a scoring a point against Groves tuesday. Photo by:Lindsay Boeckl

 Senior guard Richaud Pack practicing after school  Tuesday. 
Photo by: Lindsay Boeckl

Pack to Hoop for Isiah Thomas’ FIU
Nick Naski
Sports Editor
Nnaski@seaholmhighlander.com
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