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New cameras installed over summer
Emily Gordy
Editor in Chief
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

   The influx of new students weren’t the 
only fresh faces at Seaholm on the first day 
of school. 
   Seven indoor cameras, stationed at the 
school’s entrances, were installed over the 
summer, taking some students by surprise. 
   “One’s right next to my locker,” senior 
Mark Bennett said. “I just feel invaded,” 
   In addition to the indoor cameras, 
Seaholm also has 18 parking lot cameras. 
   Though the cameras have been put in, 
the accompanying software still has to be 
installed on certain computers. With the 
software, designated administrators will 
have access to the cameras’ tapes, including 
Principal Terry Piper.
   “I’d be able to call up on my computer 
every one of [the] shots,” Piper said. “Both 
at the moment if I wanted to see who was 
coming and going right now…I’d also be 
able to go back and see who was coming 
and going out of the entrance by the gym 
and the pool at 6:00 last night.”
   After the software is installed, the staff 

will be trained to use it. Staff training is 
expected to be completed by October 4, 
according to BPS Spokesperson Marcia 
Wilkinson.
   “Once trained, the company will then 

make any adjustments of the cameras 
(angles, etc.),” Wilkinson said in an e-mail 
to the Highlander. “They should be fully 
operational shortly after that.”
   The cost of the cameras, including both 

the equipment and installation, was a total 
of $212,421.18, which came from the 
General Fund, according to Piper.
   Though Piper pushed for more cameras, 
he said he is still happy with the new ad-
ditions. 
   “[Groves Principal Fred Procter and I] 
wanted cameras at the main exits and also a 
few here and there in the hallways like most 
high schools have, and that request was 
turned down,” Piper said. “So at least they 
gave us new cameras in the parking lots and 
cameras at the exits.”
   The new cameras come 18 months after 
the Board of Education decided not to 
install cameras in the schools, thanks in 
part to protest from a Students Against Se-
curity Cameras, a protest group organized 
by Seaholm students. At the time, former 
Board president Geri Rinschler said that 
they found “no compelling issues or inci-
dents that warranted placement of cameras 
in the buildings.” 
   Since the ruling, a sting of locker room 
thefts had some calling for cameras, which 
is one of the reasons Rinschler said the 
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UNBELIEBABLE

Sophomore Kevin Kristopik gained notoriety after Justin Bieber tweeted Kristopik’s number.      Photoillustration by Sidney Krandall

   “Everyone call me 248-XXX-XXXX :) or 
text,” 
   That was singing star Justin Bieber’s tweet 
edict on August 14th, 2010.
   Seconds later a tsunami of calls and texts 
hit sophomore Kevin Kristopik’s phone.
   Over the next 36 hour period Kristopik 
received over 20,000 texts, and thousands 
of calls from fans hoping to talk to Bieber.
   “My phone blew up,” Kristopik said, “it 
was completely unusable.”
   The events leading up this debacle date 
back several months.
   Kristopik was sitting in his room on his 
laptop jumping around the internet, and 
spontaneously decided he wanted to talk to 
Justin Bieber.
   Kristopik searched and found the Face-
book page of Bieber’s longtime friend Ryan 
Butler.
   “I sent him a couple Facebook messages, 
he didn’t respond,” Kristopik said.
   He then attempted to get into Butler’s 
Facebook profile, through his email.
   “I put his email in, and pressed forgot 
password,” Kristopik said. “I guessed the 
secret information to his email and reset the 
password after.”
   Having full control of Butler’s email, Kris-
topik used it to get into his Facebook, aim-
ing for his overall goal, to talk to Bieber. 
   “I chatted somebody, as Ryan Butler, on 
Ryan Butler’s Facebook profile, saying I lost 
Justin’s number, can I have it?” said Kris-
topik. “He or she gave it to me right away, I 

was very surprised how easily I got it.”
   Upon finding Bieber’s number, Kristopik 
began texting him.
   “I texted him for a little bit, he never re-
ally talked to me, and changed his number,” 
said Kristopik. “I tried to play it off like we 
had met before.”
   After changing his number, Kristopik was 
still determined to talk to Bieber.
   “I was unable to get into Ryan’s Facebook 
anymore,” said Kristopik. “His profile got 
disabled by Facebook.”
   Kristopik had to use different tactics in 
order to get Bieber’s number. 
   “I still had his (Butler) old email,” said 
Kristopik. “I found out he had an old AIM 
username tied in with his email,  eventually 
got on that, and IM’d a guy saying, Hey 
man, I’m restoring my phone, and I need 
everyone’s number.”
   Unlike last time, this unsuspecting friend 
of Ryan Butler didn’t immediately fall for 
Kristopik’s ploy.
   “He said I can’t really give out numbers 
over the Internet,” said Kristopik. 
   Not taking no for an answer, Kristopik 
had one more trick up his sleeve.
   “I told him I’ll call him from my house 
number,” said Kristopik. “I found Ryan’s 
house number on the Internet through yel-
low pages.”
   With Butler’s house number, Kristopik 
once again performed a tech savvy maneu-
ver. 
   “I went to a website, where you get a free 
minute call or something, you can change 
the caller ID.” said Kristopik. “I called him 
saying hey man it’s Ryan I can’t talk right 
now.”

   Receiving a call from “Ryan Butler’s 
house” was enough for Butler’s friend to 
give Kristopik Bieber’s number.
   “I texted Justin like 10 times a day,” said 
Kristopik. “A lot of blank text messages.”
   After many texts Bieber finally gave in and 
responded to Kristopik.
   “He said something like stop calling me,” 
said Kristopik.
   Even with the request of Bieber, Kristopik 
didn’t relent.
   “I kept texting him, he eventually blocked 
my number,” said Kristopik. “So I was tex-
ting him from an app on my iphone.”
   After more texting, Bieber began to fight 
back.
   “He (Bieber) asked what’s your number I 
wanna talk to you,” said Kristopik. “I ended 
up giving it to him.”
   Kristiopik, ready for a phone call received 
one the next day from a blocked number.
   “At 11:00am, Commander Williams from 
the Detroit Police Department, called on a 
blocked number,”” said Kristopik. “[Bieber] 
and his team impersonated a police depart-
ment.”
   According to Kristopik, the officer was go-
ing to send someone to talk to him.
   “I thought about it, and it didn’t sound 
too professional,” said Kristopik. “It was on 
a blocked number and of course nobody 
ended up coming to my house, so I con-
cluded that was fake.”
   The Highlander left six messages over an 
eight day span with Bieber’s representative, 
but in press time they failed to comment.
   According to Kristopik, Bieber did many 
other things than impersonate a police of-
ficer.
   “He threatened to kill me multiple times,” 
said Kristopik. “He said something along 
the lines of message me one more time and 
I swear to God you will not live to see an-

Sophomore Kevin Kristopik gives 
the Highlander exclusive details on 
the epic Justin Bieber Twitter-bomb

Lincoln Street students 
move to Meadow Lake

News Briefs

   Following the sale of the Lincoln Street Al-
ternative building, the school has moved to 
the Meadow Lake School Building, which is 
owned by BPS. The relocation may be tem-
porary, though, as the district has not made 
plans past the 2010-2011 school year. 
   “I don’t even know that there is a plan 
for long term,” BPS Board of Education 
Vice President Susan Hill said. “But for this 
school year, that is where the kids will go.”

By Emily Gordy

BPS Admin building 
sale under contract, 
not yet closed
The Birmingham City Commission recent-
ly  voted 7-0 in favor of rezoning the BPS 
adminstration building, bringing the sale of 
the building even closer to finalization.
   The building was originally designed as 
multi-family housing, but its new owners 
intend to make it a medical office building, 
according to Hill. 
   “The purchaser is just going through his 
due diligence prior to closing,” Hill said. “So 
we haven’t sold the building yet, the sale has 
not closed, but it’s under contract.”

By Emily Gordy

District awaits budget 
decisions from Lansing
   Though BPS had to pass their 2010-2011 
budget this spring, the district is waiting to 
hear how much money they will actually be 
allotted by Lansing. 
   “It’s literally changing by the hour,” Hill 
said. “Their budget is supposed to be passed 
by October 1st, so that’s why they’re all hus-
tling around in Lansing right now. So we re-
ally don’t know exactly what to expect from 
Lansing because they haven’t passed their 
budget.”

By Emily Gordy Seven new indoor cameras have been installed at the entrances. Graphic by Simon Schuster

    John Smith*, a former Seaholm student, 
has spent more than $5,000 over the past 
year to get high – legally, through a loophole 
in Michigan law – and avoid violating his 
probation.
   That’s because Smith’s drug of choice isn’t 
technically a drug at all. 
   Smith, a former Seaholm student, smokes 
a potentially lethal plant and incense blend, 
sold under the name of “K2”, laced with 
pharmacological chemicals. According to 
an March 2010 CNN.com editorial , it 
elicits a high similar to marijuana, but has 
no trace of THC, the main cannibinoid in 
marijuana.
   Smith said he smokes K2, on average, 
“five” times a day.
   The high is a lot faster acting,” Smith said. 
“[And] I don’t come down fast.”
   Smith isn’t the only local teen trying K2. 
The blend, sold locally at nearby gas sta-
tions, is slowly becoming available in the 
Birmingham area.
   “I smoke K2 occasionally for the high,” 
Bill Jones*, a current Seaholm student, said. 
“My parents drug test me every month so I 
smoke K2 now and still pass my test.”
    K2 masks its drug status by labeling the 
plastic bags as incense. The disclaimer on 
the back states, “K2 is an amazing incense 
blend which has a distinct aroma that is very 
euphoric when burned.” Also, a bullet point 
claiming “No headaches” is directly under 
“Not for human consumption.”
    When this blend of incense is smoked, 
it releases the chemicals 1-pentyl-3-(1-
naphthoyl)indole) (JWH-018) and( JWH-
073), which act on cannibinoid receptors 
in the brain. JWH was created by Dr. John 
Huffman at Clemson University during a 
medical experiment focusing on how can-
nibinoids affect the brain. This chemical is 
added to the potpourri blend, giving it eu-
phoric qualities when smoked.
    In addition to a high, users may also ex-
perience increased heart rate, seizures, loss 
of consciousness, paranoia, vomiting, hal-
lucinations, psychotic episodes, dependency 
and, in some cases, death.
   JWH-018 is mass-produced in China 
and is currently unregulated in Michigan – 
however a bill introduced in April, 2010 by 
Michigan Rep Rick Jones (R-Grand Ledge) 
would ban the sale of K2 in the state. 

*Ed. Note: Names have been changed

Admin considers 
changing current 
cell phone policy
Maddy Weinert
Lifestyles Editor
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

   Despite the rumors floating through the 
hallways, Seaholm’s cell phone policy has 
not been changed. 
    “It’s under consideration but we have not 
made any moves in any direction because 
it’s board policy,”   Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer said. “Even if [Groves and Seaholm] 
agree, it has to go back through the board 
for reading.”
   At a staff meeting before the start of the 
school year, teachers expressed interest in 
changing the current cell phone policy.
    “It was fairly unanimous,” Boyer said. 
“There were some dissenting voices, but 
overall the facility had positive feedback 
towards cell phone policy change.”
   Spanish teacher Samantha Gerlach is 
among the majority of staff members who 
supports the idea of a policy change.
    “I don’t mind the idea of cell phones 
during passing time or even at lunch,” 
Gerlach said. “I think that high schoolers 
are old enough to decide when to use cell 
phones.” 
   Senior Hannah Gasper said that the 
school should change the policy, as students 
routinely use their cell phones anyway. 
    “Kids sneak them all the time in class 
and at lunch so why not [allow them]?” 
Gasper said.
One of the main concerns about changing 
the policy is the increased opportunity for 
cheating.
    “There are still concerns about the use of 
cell phones in between classes for academic 
misconduct,” Boyer said. “We’re trying to 
weigh the cost-benefit ratio to see if we 
can’t come up with something that will en-
able you to use the technology that’s avail-
able to you and not compromise grades.”
   FLEX teacher David Reed-Nordwall 
disagrees, saying that cell phone use doesn’t 
necessarily correlate with cheating.
    “We banned them primarily because 
of cheating and they acting like the cell 
phone was the beginning of cheating…it’s 
not,” Reed-Nordwall said. “I’ve personally 
pushed for [smart devices] to be allowed 
because it allows us to do all kinds of things 
when the computer labs are full. I think 
being allowed to have those devices in the 
classroom is a great thing, we just need to 
help the kids use them correctly.” 
   Boyer said that, for the most part, ad-
ministrators do acknowledge the academic 
advantages that come with allowing new 
technologies to assist students both inside 
and outside the classroom.
    “I think that the administrations in 
both buildings understand the amount of 
computing power that’s available in most 
cell phones and that there are applications 
that are good in the classrooms,” Boyer 
said. “The teachers now have the right to 
ask you to pull out your cell phones and do 
something in the classroom.”
   Though it has been discussed recently, 
there is no guarantee that the policy will 
change anytime soon.
    “Even if we agree tomorrow, that this 
will come to pass real soon,” Boyer said. “It 
takes a while for the whole process to play 
out.”

SEE K2 / Pg. 4
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theROADtoHOMECOMING
Popping the Question

“I made a poster and I 
put my jersey in a bag 

and put it  in her locker.”

Junior Chris Dasbach

I was at my friend’s house 
and at 1:30 in the morn-
ing he told me to go and 

answer the front door. 
When I opened the door 
his friend was standing 

outside holding the 
Sheridan Road street 
sign sawed off from 

the post. Then he came 
around the corner with a 
big white board that said 

“Homecoming?”

Senior Sheridan Taormina

He wrote me a poem and 
it led to “will you go to 

homecoming with me?” 

Freshman Hayley DentI was supposed to make 
her a CD and I wrote the 
songs in the middle of 

it. Then I wrote “will you 
go to Homecoming with 

me?” in the middle of the 
song list.

Senior Brad White

What does your corsage mean?

Seaholm’s most creative students share how they got a date

2



HOMECOMING

Admin: Lights to stay 
on at Homecoming
Taylor Stinson
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Tstinson@seaholmhighlander.com

What Not to Eat
Avoid potential messes with the Highlander’s date food guide

Salad
Spring Rolls

Veggie Burger
Chicken

Steak
Sushi

Salmon

Tacos
Onion Rings

Oysters
Lobster

Ribs
Chicken Wings

Corn on the Cob

   The fire marshal has spoken.
   Emergency lights will be left on during 
the upcoming Homecoming dance, mark-
ing the second year of brighter dances. 
    “Emergency lights are required and the 
reason for that is if there’s a power outage 
or the lights are off, people have to have a 
lighted path to the exit,” Birmingham Fire 
Department Fire Marshal Charlie Monti 
said.
   The push for lights on came after last 
year’s winter dance, The Beat, during which 
a fire alarm was triggered due to a mal-
functioning sensor in the heating and air 
conditioning ducts. Students were forced to 
wait the chilly courtyard for more than 20 
minutes while the school was investigated.
    “We kind of got caught,” Assistant Princi-
pal Deb Boyer said. “We were told, ‘Better 
not do that anymore.’” 
   Boyer said the school looked into holding 
Homecoming in other areas, including the 
gym, but eventually decided to keep this 
year’s dance in the cafeteria.  
   Although the lights will still be on, senior 

Dan Miller is still excited to attend the 
dance.  
    “I think the lights make it less fun,” 
Miller said. “But it’s something you have to 
get over because [Homecoming] will still 
be fun.” 
   Sophomore CJ Young agreed, adding that 
lights don’t necessarily take away from the 
dance.
    “I don’t think the lights on will affect the 
dance,” Young said. “As long as I’m there 
dancing with my friends, it will be fun.”
   Student Congress advisor Ann DeBoer 
said attendance is key this year, as only 
around 400 tickets were sold at last year’s 
homecoming dance.
    “We use the profits to fund student 
events such as Ice Cream Day and Spring 
Fling, so we look forward to a large turnout 
every year,” senior Student Congress Co-
President Kristi Sutherland said.  
   This year’s theme is City Lights.  Tickets 
went on sale Monday and are sold during 
A and B lunch in the cafeteria and near the 
pool doors.  Tickets are $10 per person in 
advance and $12 at the door.
    “I would hope [people will] be less criti-
cal,” DeBoer said. “I hope that they will 
come and support us.”

DO DON’T

What does your corsage mean?
Find out what the color of your corsage symbolizes

Pink:
Admiration

Friendship Love

Innocence
White:

Yellow: Red:
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Bieber New Website 
Still Under 
Construction

     Dan Turner*s heard the sirens behind 
him. His heart started pumping as he 
saw the red and blue lights in his rear-
view mirror.
     After realized he was going to be late 
on Tuesday the 14th, Turner rushed out 
of his house and sped to school.
     “I was speeding down one of the side 
streets,” Turner said. “I was going 36 in a 
25 mile-per-hour zone.”
     From September 13 to 17 there was 
an increase in the police presence around 
Birmingham schools. Turner wasn’t the 
only student getting pulled over during 
the first week of school.
     The Birmingham Police Department 
wanted to “set a tone for the rest of the 
year,” according to Detective Corporal 
Ron Halcrow.
     “It’s an annual traffic blitz that the 
officers in the patrol division put on ev-
ery fall,” Halcrow said. “[It’s] basically 
awareness and selective traffic enforce-
ment for all schools in the Birmingham 
district.”
     The majority of police activity was on 

     The little website that could is still 
chugging along.
     This summer construction started on 
the new Birmingham Public Schools 
website. While the process is still mainly 
uphill, the peak of the mountain is start-
ing to appear in the distance.
     The District’s home page is currently 
usable, but the individual school pages 
are not yet working.
     “We’re excited that the initial pages are 
up,” School Board President Lori Soifer 
said. “I do know that all the back pages- 
all the school-related stuff- is not up yet. 
But they’re working on it. And we’re glad 
that it’s up and running and we’re hoping 
to have the full site functioning as soon 
as possible.”
     Director of Community Relations 
Marcia Wilkinson says that the process 
is still in effect.
     “The school pages will be the next 
phase,” Wilkinson said, “And we antici-
pate that happening in October.”
Social Studies Department Chair Bar-
bara Harte wishes the new website was 
completely running, but she knows it 
will take a little patience.
     “The new district website,” Harte said, 
“I think it’s very pretty, and it seems to 
be laid out fairly well, but a lot of it isn’t 
working yet. I think that’s frustrating to 
people. If you try to go to the Seaholm 
page, it’s not there yet. You can go to the 
old one, but it’s three or four clicks. But 
that’s growing pains. That happens.  We 
have to give them time.”
     However, Harte is hoping the website 
will work soon.
     “If it’s not done in a timely matter,” 
Harte said “If it’s not done in the next 
couple of months, then that will be a 
huge frustration for a lot of people.”
The expenses for the website added up to 
over $20,000 for the first year. The dis-
trict signed a three year contract with the 
web design company.
     “The new website cost about $23,000,” 
Wilkinson said. “[That included] design, 
training and first year hosting.”
     The cost of the website’s redesign was 
originally a topic of debate, but in an in-
terview last spring, School Board Vice 
President Susan Hill defended the dis-
trict’s decision.
     “Even within that cost, that consists 
of the site itself, and three years of un-
limited storage,” Hill said. “Ultimately, I 
decided that it is a rich enough product, 
and it brings enough in terms of features 
and extensions to the community that I 
could justify the cost.”
     Despite the steep cost, the website’s 
new features and accessible design have 
been highly anticipated in the district.
     “I think it’s a lot easier to navigate,” 
Soifer said. “I’m pleased with the look of 
it and the amount of information that’s 
accessible to anyone who visits.”
     Wilkinson agrees that the new web-
site is better.
     “The new website is more user-friendly 
and has more features,” Wilkinson said.
     The board members aren’t the only 
ones who are excited about the website’s 
highlights. 
     “I’m looking forward to when the 
District website allows us all to have our 
own web pages,” Harte said, “Because 
it’s supposed to be easier to use. I never 
had [a page] on the old website because 
it was so cumbersome to use that I paid a 
service to have my own. This one is sup-
posed to be much better, much more user 
friendly.  I’m looking forward to that be-
cause that will be nice to have.”
     The district is also making sure that 
all employees know how to navigate the 
website.
     “After the school pages are launched,” 
Wilkinson said, “We will begin training 
teachers on using the new website.”
     Teachers like Harte will appreciate 
the help, especially since the old web-
site didn’t allow them to do many of the 
things they wanted to.
     “[AP Government teachers] can’t 
connect [the AP Government website] 
to the [old] Birmingham site,” Harte 
said. “So people can’t go on and just click 
something from the Seaholm page and 
say ‘Oh there’s my AP Gov.’ It will be 
nice to be able to do that.”
     The new website will provide teachers, 
students, and parents with an easier con-
nection to each other.
     “The new website is something that 
the board approved last year,” Soifer said, 
“And we’ve been anxiously awaiting it.”

the streets surrounding the schools.
     “[The heightened activity was] in 
the Midvale section north of Seaholm, 
on Lincoln apd North Lawn,” Halcrow 
said, “Where there’s a tendency to go 
over 25 miles an hour.”
     Principal Terry Piper said the need for 
the amplified presence in the beginning 
of the school year came down to timing.
     “Kids are back to school,” Piper said, 
“and maybe people have been driving a 
little faster and not being quite as careful 
during the summer time.”
     Halcrow outlined what the police 
were watching out for.
     “The police especially looked for 
drivers not stopping completely at stop 
signs, speeding, parking on neighbor-
hood streets and parents picking up and 
dropping off their kids in the fire lanes,” 
Halcrow said. “Usually there is a parking 
problem [with] moms and dads picking 
up their kids and blocking the roadways.” 
     The BDP said the extra warning was 
a success.
     “There have only been a small number 
of tickets issued,” Halcrow said. “Most 
people are complying and that’s a good 
thing. Everyone is keeping the money 
in their pockets and not giving it to the 
courts.”
     Residents in the region around 
Seaholm are also concerned about the 
reckless drivers the first week of school.
     “I don’t mind [Seaholm students driv-
ing down Argyle],” Argyle resident Jef-

fery Burg said. “[But] I don’t like it when 
they speed around the corner.”
     There are dangerous turns around 
Seaholm that students are not always 
careful about.
     “Going east on Midvale to Argyle 
there is hill,” Burg said. “You can pick up 
speed on and barrel down Argyle right 
by my house. Also if you’re coming from 
Maple, there’s a hill there. If you’re not 
careful you can pick up a lot of speed. I 
do mind if they are not careful but I don’t 
mind them coming and going.”
     The increased police presence is evi-
dent to the residents around Seaholm, 
who don’t generally see cops in their area.
     “On Argyle I saw a policeman pull a 
person over, just during the past week.” 
Burg said. “And I saw someone pulled 
over on Midvale.”
     If pulled over, ticket prices can be 
steep.
     “Parking [on the side streets] is $10, 
and it goes up to $20 if it’s late,” Halcrow 
said.
     Also, Speeding just ten miles over the 
limit could cost $80 or $90.
     “It’s pretty expensive,” Halcrow said, 
“And there are always points for speed-
ing and running stop signs. That not only 
affects the fine itself but it also affects the 
insurance rates, especially for younger 
drivers.”
     Halcrow said that the best way not to 
get a ticket is to know all the regulations 
in your cities.

     Kristopik never mentioned the threats 
to his parents stating, “no I was petrified.”
     The responses were at an all time high 
near the end of Kristopik and Bieber’s tex-
ting endeavors.
     “He (Bieber) said good job you got my 
number, I’m changing my number, so sucks 
for you,” said Kristopik.
     Seconds later Kristopik was informed of 
Bieber’s revenge, by Bieber himself.
     “He (Bieber) texted me “now you’ve got 
to change your number,” said Kristopik. “I 
asked him why, he responded “that’s why”, 
and my phone blew up.”  
     Thousands of fans hoped to reach 
Bieber, but were just calling Kristopik, and 
the Kristopik Bieber saga made headlines 
worldwide.
     “Amp radio(98.7) were the first people 
to contact me, Sunday night at a friend’s 
house,” said Kristopik.
     During the 36 hour period when Kris-
topik’s phone was unusable his parents 
were trying to get a hold of them.
     “My phone was on airplane mode,” said 

Kristopik. “I made my status about all the 
Bieber stuff, and my sister saw it and told 
my parents.”
     Kristopik’s parents, having no idea what 
was going on, called Kristopik’s friend’s 
phone.
     “My mom called and asked to speak to 
me,” said Kristopik. “She asked what’s with 
all this Justin Bieber stuff.”
     More and more people tried to get in 
contact with Kris-
topik.
     “Amp messaged 
me on Facebook 
that night, saying we 
want to talk to you 
about Bieber,” said 
Kristopik. “I inter-
viewed with Amp, 
Mojo in the morn-
ing, 96.3 and many more.”
     Many believe fame is amazing, Kristopik 
maintains that it gets very overwhelming.
     “I was thinking I honestly can’t take 
this,” said Kristopik. “Calls to the house, 
to my new cell phone number, I thought 
I would have to change my number again.”
     Kristopik had reporters following him to 
the tennis courts.

     “I was just gonna go to tennis practice to 
chill out,” said Kristopik. “When we were 
stretching out, some girl from the Detroit 
Free Press, pulled me out of practice, and 
took pictures of me posing by trees.”
     After she left, Kristopik finally thought 
he had peace, but it wasn’t close to over.
     “I was warming up for a challenge match, 
and then a big news truck pulled up,” said 
Kristopik. “He kept watching me through 

the fence, and asked 
for a couple ques-
tions, and I said no 
I’m leaving.”
     After it’s all over, 
Kristopik is looking 
on the bright side.
     “It was a regret-
table decision, but 
definitely a memory 

I’ll cherish for the rest of my life,” said 
Kristopik.
     As a parent, Kathy Kristopik had much 
to deal with.
     “I was trying to understand what Kevin 
did,” said Kathy Kristopik. “Once I under-
stood what he did, it was a little bit of dis-
belief. I actually thought it was kinda funny, 
I didn’t think anything was so horrible, like 

some people’s reaction. Knowing Kevin I 
thought it was all in good fun.”
     Some parents might punish their chil-
dren and limit their access to the media. 
Kristopik’s had a different outlook.
     “We had fun with it,” said Kathy Kris-
topik. “It made us a little more hypersensi-
tive to how much time he was spending on 
his laptop, and made us aware to the power 
of social networking.”
     With all these calls and texts coming 
in from all around the world, the fear was 
the phone bill would be outrageous- in the 
thousands.
     “We dodged a bullet,” said Kathy Kris-
topik. “About out of every 10 texts that 
came in, one was international. Luckily 
Kevin didn’t open them, and we had un-
limited texts.”
     As for the people who claim Kristopik is 
a stalker, he laughs it off.
     “I laugh, but there’s truth to it,” said 
Kristopik. “I did creep, stalk, and hack.”
     However though Kristopik believes the 
story got blown out of proportion.
     “I deserved what I got,” said Kristopik. “I 
think it’s crazy how that pointless of a story 
got so huge.”

cont. from front page

     “I was shocked to find out that this 
product is now for sale in Mid-Michi-
gan. We don’t need another chemical 
coming in from China to poison our 
children,” Jones stated in a February 26, 
2010 release posted on his official web 
site. “At this time a 10 year old can go in 
and buy this product and go home and 
get high. We already have enough traf-
fic accidents, we don’t need more people 
driving under the influence of drugs.”
    K2 is typically dispensed in three-
gram bags ranging from $30 to $50, de-
pending on the dealer. Different brands 
of K2 consist of Ultra, summit, orisha, 
thai drea, Amazonian shelter, blue, and 
blonde. They are all available on an of-
ficial website in various bag sizes and 
concentrations. 
   Gas stations can make a profit by buy-
ing large amounts of K2 wholesale and 
marking it up for distribution. It is legal 
in the United States, but Britian, Ger-
many, South Korea, and Russia have all 
banned K2.
   Seaholm students not only risk their 
health if they use K2 but also risk con-
sequences if they are found in possession 
or appear to be high.
   “K2 is a substance that is not technical-
ly illegal, but acts in the body like a drug 
so the ramifications of being caught with 

Cameras 
cont. from front page

     “It’s a really good idea to know the 
speed limit laws in [your] city,” Halcrow 
said.
     Turner was lucky when he got pulled 
over.
     “[The officer] just gave me a warn-
ing ticket,” Turner said. “He told me to 
watch it next time.”

Marisa Xheka
Staff Writer
mxheka@seaholmhighlander.com

something like that would be the same,” 
Assistant Principal Debra Boyer said. 
“Board policy covers look-alikes and al-
lows us to suspend a student for appear-
ing to be using a substance- just like we 
suspended kids for selling oregano.”
   Outside of school , though, the police 
legally cannot subject users to law be-
cause it is not a drug.
   “If someone is getting high, intoxicat-
ed, or stupefied, they are subject to law 
under a local ordinance,” Birmingham 

Police Detective Corporal Ron Hal-
crow said. “This was formed around the 
1960s when there were cases of people 
in Birmingham sniffing model glue, but 
weren’t technically breaking the law.”
   The major health risk with K2 is that 
every bag is inconsistent in JHW-018 
concentration. It’s difficult to predict 
how human nervous systems will react 
to the chemicals.  
   Health Education Supervisor for the 
Oakland County Health Division Karen 

Ciprianik said the drug’s impact can be 
significant.
   “K2 follows addiction patterns of tra-
ditional cannabis,” Ciprianik said. “Users 
can experience an intense high as well as 
panic attacks, vomiting, hallucinations, 
pale skin, severe agitation, seizures and 
elevated heart rates and, of course, the 
possibility of addiction exists.”
   There have been at least two K2 inci-
dents reported locally.
   “Doctors at Brighton Hospital [a sub-
stance abuse treatment facility] are see-
ing more patients coming in with ail-
ments linked to K2,” Ciprianik said. “Of 
the 12 local hospitals we contacted, two 
have seen patients using K2.”
   K2 has also become a state-wide and 
national concern.
   “Additionally, Michigan’s Poison Con-
trol Center has been fielding inquiries 
about Spice [a K2 relative],” Ciprianik 
said. “According to the American As-
sociation of Poison Control Centers 
(AAPC), as of August 20, 2010, poison 
centers across the U.S. had received over 
1,000 K2 related calls, up from a total of 
13 in 2009. The AAPC reports that Mis-
souri, Indiana, Georgia, Utah and Texas 
have the highest use of K2.”
   Still, Smith is not concerned about the 
K2 affecting him negatively.
   “I am very fit,” Smith said. “I should 
be fine.”

The new Birmingham School 
District’s website is up and running, 
but not quite finished.

Natalie Wright
News Editor
nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

K2
cont. from front page

Turning right out of the Midvale 
parking lot could cost $150.
Photo By: Clay Petry

This picture, obtained by the Seaholm Highlander, shows a bag of K2. It is 
currently legal in Michigan, but can be addictive and may result in health risks.

said the Board had them installed.
   “A concern was that non-Seaholm or 
Groves students were coming into the 
building, and we weren’t sure if that’s 
where some of the thefts were or not,” 
Rinschler said. 
   Though the new cameras cover 
Seaholm’s entrances, there are none 
near the locker rooms, something that 
Rinschler is against.
   “We’re working really hard on char-
acter education, and I do think that 
putting cameras and watching the stu-
dents’ every move changes the culture,” 
Rinschler said. “I think that sends the 
wrong message. I think it sends the 
message that we don’t trust you. I think 
that’s the wrong thing for an adminis-
tration to say for a student body.”

   The fact that the current cameras are at 
the school’s entrances and will not record 
classroom activity made Rinschler’s deci-
sion easier. 
   “My perspective is that they’re not 
actually recording students in the build-
ing,” Rinschler said. “I felt more comfort-
able ruling that they’re not Big Brother 
watching you, your every move, which is 
not anything I would support. Because 
they are on the exterior or in those door-
ways…at least this shows us if someone 
other than a high school student is com-
ing into the building.”
    Piper said he hasn’t heard any feedback 
on the cameras yet, likely due to the fact 
that the installation process hasn’t been 
completed, but he anticipates a positive 
response.
   “I think the reaction will be positive, 
depending on who you are,” Piper said. 
“I mean, if you’re somebody whose car 

got run into in the parking lot and we 
can solve the problem for you, it will be 
great.”
   Thanks to the new technology, Piper 
says that the school will be capable of 
solving many more problems. 
   “It’s supposed to be very good,” Piper 
said. “So you can really make out faces 
and license plates and things like that… 
the cameras are the newest version, so 
they’re better cameras.”
   The cameras may be able to solve a 
crime, but simply catching the criminal 
isn’t the answer to Seaholm’s stealing 
problems, says Flex teacher Robin Mo-
ten. 
   “I think that we cannot look to cameras 
to be the savior because they’re not going 
to be.” Moten said, “Research has shown 
time and time again that they never, ever 
are.” 
   Instead, Moten said, students should 
focus on getting down to the root of the 

problem.
   “I’m hoping that Seaholm students 
get to the heart of the matter when 
it comes to petty theft,” Moten said. 
“That is, why we feel like it’s okay to 
steal from one another. As a school 
community, why is that okay?”
   As the advisor of Seaholm’s Student 
Advisory Board, Moten hopes students 
can look for a solution to the thefts.
   “I hope the Student Advisory Board 
and Student Council can play a role in 
coming up with a solution to this prob-
lem,” Moten said.
   Senior Council Co-President Dana 
Granadier says she is open to initiating 
the cameras discussion.
   “We’d have to discuss it with Mrs. 
Deboer and the Student Congress 
and vote on it,” Granadier said. “But it 
sounds like something we’d be inter-
ested in doing.”

  “I deserved what I got,” said 
Kristopik. “I think it’s crazy 
how that pointless of a story 
got so huge.”

Local Traffic Cop Presence Increased
B’ham Police look 
to ‘set the tone’ for 
safe driving



   Stressful moments and friendly welcomes characterized 
Kaleigh Lawton’s first few days of school as she joined 
Seaholm’s largest freshman class since 1989. 
   With 117 new students enrolled so far, Seaholm has 
already passed last years’ total. New students continue to 
register, raising total enrollment above 1300. 
   “I’ve run out of lockers for the first time ever,” assistant 
principal Debra Boyer said. 
   Although Seaholm’s numbers have grown, more teach-
ers have not been hired as a direct result. New Seaholm 
teachers essentially refilled positions left empty due to the 
buyout last year.  
   Of the new students enrolled so far, about 50 trans-
ferred from private and parochial schools, including ju-
nior Amy Lafay who attended Oakland Christian School 
in Auburn Hills. 
   Others, such as Lawton, moved to Birmingham from 
another state.   Scheduling issues dominated the open-
ing days of school. Lafay had a tough time getting her 
schedule set up, especially be-
cause she needed changes fast as 
a new enrollee. After school dur-
ing the first week, lines of eager 
students outside the counseling 
office stretched far into the hall. 
   “It was like they were giving 
away free cars,” Lafay said. 
   Head counselor Walt Romano 
said scheduling this year was 
tougher than in the past. 
   “Many essential core classes 
were closed, so when new stu-
dents would enroll, we couldn’t 
even put them in an English 

   My one lament is that when that phone 
was passed to me, all I said was “It’s Natalie, 
feel better.” Looking back, I should have said 
so much more.
   I should have thanked 
him for letting me assist 
on the sidelines because 
my ankle isn’t well enough 
to play anymore. I should 
have told him how much 
it means to me that I can 
still be a part of my favor-
ite sport, even though I 
can’t physically be on the 
field. I should have told 
him that he was a great 
coach, and all of us want-
ed him back. That all of 
us want him back now.
   When I arrived at 
the Wujek-Calcaterra 
& Sons Funeral Home for the memorial 
service, I expected there to be some fam-
ily and friends, with maybe a few dedicated 
Seaholm athletes scattered around, showing 
their admiration. I figured the 45 minute 
drive would scare most people away. I was 
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Lifestyles
   On July 17, 2010, Mike Hessling, a para-
educator at Seaholm, died of a heart attack.    
   He was 55 years old.
 Hessling was known as many things at 
Seaholm- he was a coach, a teacher, and 
a friend. He gave his last 20 years to this 
school, working with students in the ASD 
Program and coaching varsity wrestling and 
softball. If there ever was a person to look 
up to and aspire towards, he would be the 
perfect candidate.
   I personally knew Hessling as Coach Hess, 
the incredibly talented and inspirational var-
sity softball head coach. Although I only had 
the opportunity to work with him for one 
year, that one softball season will remain vi-
brant in my mind for years to come.
   Coach Hess was definitely not one of those 
coaches that patted you on the back after a 
tough loss and told you that you’d do better 
tomorrow. He never took defeat lightly. We 
could always tell a game was going poorly 
when he turned a little bit red, stopped talk-

Enrollment reaches all-time high

 

A Part of the 

Seaholm Culture
At 111 Henrietta
(248) 258 - 6690

Award-winning students

Student pays tribute to coach lost over summer
ing, and just shook his head.
  But he had this amazing ability to turn 
anything into a learning experience. If some-
body would miss a catch, he would know ex-
actly what went wrong. If a throw was off, he 
was there to fix it. Even when a play seemed 
perfect to everyone else watching, he could 
pick up minute subtleties and express how 
something could have been better.
   One of the memories I recall most vividly 
about Coach Hess actually occurred on a day 
that he was out sick. It was a game day, but a 
short rain had temporarily delayed play.    
   The whole team was waiting indoors for 
the storm to pass. We had to conserve our 
energy, so we were bored and had nothing 
to do.
    We decided that it would be a good idea 
to call Coach Hess and wish him a speedy re-
covery. A student dialed his number and the 
phone began to ring. It went to voice mail.   
   We passed the phone around in a circle, 
each leaving our name and a brief “Get well 
soon” message.
   My only regret of this past softball season 
isn’t that I could have been a better team 
manager or put more effort into helping.   

entirely wrong.
   The room was overflowing with people 
carrying tissues, rosaries, and mirrors to 

check their tearstained faces 
in. I couldn’t even get past the 
doors to watch the service. 
I had to wait outside in the 
hallway as person after person 
wanting to pay their dues lined 
up behind me. I have never 
been to a wake where so many 
people cared so much about 
the deceased that they were 
satisfied simply being near the 
room.
   While I couldn’t hear the 
speakers very well due to my 
unfavorable position, I did 
catch the room’s ever-chang-
ing emotion and passion. 
I could feel the memories 

swelling to the surface as a wave of laughter 
rolled across the room. I could feel the battle 
against tears as those same memories were 
realized as just that- memories. I could feel 
the pure love and admiration emitted from 
every person in attendance.

   It is clear to me that Mike Hessling will be 
dearly missed. It is also clear to me that any-
body who was lucky enough to cross paths 
with him- whether as an athlete, a student, 
a coworker, or a friend- should be tremen-
dously grateful. And I’m not the only one 
who thinks so.
   For many students, the news came as a 
shock.
   “When I first found out, it was kind of just 
out of the blue,” junior wrestler Ryan Law 
said. “It was really just surprising. I couldn’t 
really believe it until I really went to the ser-
vice. He was one of the people who taught 
me how to wrestle, so it was a big deal. I still 
can’t really absorb it. He was the first person I 
know to die. It’s still hard to believe.”
   Mike Hessling was an inspiring man, and 
we won’t forget him soon.
   “He was just a wonderful man, a terrific 
coach, and a great educator,” principal Terry 
Piper said. “He was sensitive; he really cared 
about his kids, both the ASD kids in his 
classroom and also his athletes on the wres-
tling mat and the softball field. We’re really 
going to miss him.”

Softball and wrestling coach 
Mike Hessling passed away 
July 17. Piper Yearbook photo.

   After four years of being a FLEX student, a degree from 
the University of Michigan and a life abroad in Korea, 
Michael Wicker is back to help teach Anthropology year 
for the FLEX program. 
   Wicker attended Seaholm High School from 1998 to 
2002 as a FLEX student. 
   “Michael always expressed an interest to teach and 
speak in class,” Robin Moten, Wicker’s former FLEX 
teacher said.
   Wicker’s experiences from the time he was a student 
in FLEX to his return as a teacher have prepared him ac-
cordingly for the FLEX program’s Anthropology year.
    “After attending [University of Michigan], I lived in 
[South] Korea for one school year,” Wicker said. “I taught 
at a Korean school in Seoul.”
   Wicker gained valuable experiences during his eight 
months in South Korea. 
   “I think here at Seaholm we study [foreign cultures] 
very academically, when very few of us have actually lived 
in [another country],” Wicker said. “Living in any foreign 

place, especially [South] Korea, is very unique. I was able 
to teach and learn a lot from that entire experience.”
   For Wicker, the jump from learning to teaching is a big 
one that comes with some major advantages.
    “I think I prefer being able to teach more than be-
ing one of the students,” Wicker said. “As a student you 
can somewhat shape understanding in a seminar, but as 
a teacher you can actually shape the way that a student 
learns.”
    Being a teacher in FLEX was always something that 
Wicker wanted to do, but the idea of being able to teach 
in such a program is “like growing up wanting to play 
professional basketball,”  according to Wicker.
   “I think it’s tough to rise up to the position of a FLEX 
teacher,” Nick Resnick, a junior in FLEX, said. “But I 
think he is doing a great job. I think the fact that Mr. 
Wicker was a student in FLEX will definitely come in 
handy for teaching.”
   Colleagues said Wicker is clearly filling the unofficial 
requirements for flex teachers.  
   “[Wicker] clearly has had many experiences ever since 
he was a FLEX student,” Peter Shaheen, a FLEX language 
arts department teacher said.  “He has learned a lot more. 
But he has also seen all four years of FLEX, so he is one of 
us. He was a good student back then and, in FLEX, that 
makes a terrific teacher.”
Wicker had high praises for the FLEX program.
   “FLEX really does change the way you learn,” Wicker 
said. “The nature of FLEX both personally and profes-
sionally prepared me for college and for life.”

Michael Wicker supervises his FLEX seminar class. Photo by Simon Schuster.

Former Seaholm student
comes back to teach in the
FLEX program.

Switching Seats

class…or a science class because there just weren’t any 
sections open. That was very different for us.” 
   More than 100 students didn’t register until August, 
pushing scheduling decisions into the first days of school. 
To avoid long lines and last-minute stress in the future, 
Romano advised that students choose their classes more 
carefully the winter before. 
   “Make the correct selections, and stick with them,” Ro-
mano said.
   Lafay and Lawton gave a variety of reasons for coming 
to Seaholm. Since colleges recognize Seaholm’s high aca-
demic standing and because Seaholm offers a wide array 
of classes and levels, Lafay and her family decided to fin-
ish out her high school years here.  
   Lawton, whose father’s medical training program 
brought her to Birmingham, from St. Paul, Minnesota, 
chose Seaholm because of the art classes and myriad other 
electives offered. 
   So far, Lawton described the “friendly people” as her 
favorite part of Seaholm. Lafay’s favorite part? “Going 
home for lunch.” 
   Each year community service organizer Cheryl Shettel 
and current Seaholm students plan a picnic and lunch 

activities to help ease new stu-
dents through their first weeks 
of transition. This year about 40 
new students attended. 
   “The goal of the New Student 
Welcoming Group has always 
been to not need to exist….You 
can always help new students 
with that transition just by ex-
tending a friendly hand,” Shettel 
said. 
   Students interested in joining 
the welcoming group may see 
Shettel in the community service 
office.

The top one percent of PSAT scores nationwide are recognized as National Merit Scholars.
From left to right: Natalie Collins, Kayla Murrish, Paul Myers, Terry Piper, Boyce Oudersluys, Kathleen Schaaf, 
and Kristi Sutherland. Photo by Sidney Krandall.

New students get to know each other by 
playing a game. Photo courtesy of Cheryl Shettel. 
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The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While 
school-sponsored, content and production 
is student directed and not subject to prior 
review. Our aim is to provide an accurate 
report and a free exchange of viewpoints in 
relation to interests and concerns that affect 
the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room 
G107, Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an 
editorial, which will not be bylined and will 
represent the viewpoint of the majority of the 
staff. Students are free to express opinions 
and guest editorials are welcomed. All such 
editorials and other features will be attributed 
to their authors.

Letters to the Editor: The Highlander 
welcomes all opposing viewpoints and 
encourages feedback from the Seaholm 
community. 

We request all letters be sent to: letters@
seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in 
person to room G107 or mailed to the 
following address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all 
letters for the sake of brevity. All letters must 
be attributed by name to be considered for 
publication. The final decision of whether the 

material is to be published will be left up to the 
editorial board.
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protected expression. The Highlander may 
accept advertising. Acceptance or rejection of 
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staff, which may accept any ads except those 
for products or services that are illegal for all 
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community is encouraged to solicit ads from 
all sides.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and 
the Highlander is committed to covering 
all issues objectively, without bias, with an 
acute attention to detail. Factual errors will 
be corrected for reader clarification in the 

following issue. If we have erred, please let us 
know.
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Hey clubs: call and ask us about our Seaholm group specials

Lunch Combo #1
-2 slices of pizza
- 12 oz can of pop

Lunch Combo #2
- 1/2 order mostaccioli
-  12 oz can of pop

$5
Lunch Combo #3
-1 Bambino, 1 topping pizza
-12 oz can of pop

$5

$5
$5 Lunch Combo #4

-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
- 12 oz can of pop

Just 5 minutes 
away for $5!

School specials

On camera, but who’s smiling?
       So much for student input.
   The administration accomplished their 
goal of placing cameras in the school by 
sneaking them in over the summer without a 
word to students. 
   Two years ago students 
fought against the proposal of 
security cameras in the school.
   After many meetings the 
proposal was turned down 
and it seemed as though the 
students had got what they 
wanted.
   Now students returning this 
year had many surprises: new 
teachers, schedules, lockers, 
and seven cameras spread out 
inside the building entrances.
   The issue isn’t whether the school should 
have cameras or not, but whether the 
administration should be able to put them in 
with no input or, at the very least, a heads up 
for the students.
   Many students were shocked to see a 
domed electronic eye staring at them when 
they walked into the main doors at Seaholm.
   Knowing the cameras got shut down two 
years ago due to student opposition, it seems 

as though they tried to slide by them in the 
summer this time.
   The Highlander believes the cameras are a 
step in the right direction towards stopping 
school crime, but that the process in which 
they were installed leaves a bit to be desired. 

   The administration must have known there 

would be opposition to the cameras because 
two years ago there was plenty.
   Even if the administration sticks with their 
decision, the students should have a chance 
to speak their minds.
   What happened to the efforts of students 
like Brad Verona and Jake Drutchas? These 
students fought hard against the installment 
of cameras and won (at least temporarily).
   The Highlander covered the fight 
against cameras on May 22, 2009. Back 

Highlander Editorial then, Geri Rinschler, Former President 
of the Birmingham Board of Education 
commented, “We found no compelling 
issues or incidents that warranted placement 
of cameras in the buildings at this time.”     
   The question arises: what has changed 
since 2009 to warrant the nearly quarter 
million dollar investment in cameras?

   Many thefts 
h a p p e n e d 
last year in 
the building, 
many in the 
locker room 
near the Gym. 
   So why 
aren’t there 
any cameras 
at or near the 
entrance of the 

locker room?
   Cameras could be an improvement to the 
school, but if they’re not in the right places, 
what good are they doing? 
   It seems as though the logical choice 
would be right outside the entrance of the 
locker room, because that’s where most of 
the thefts happened.
   Students should have a say in what happens 
in this school. After all, the decisions affect 
them as much if not more than anyone else.

What do you think of the new cameras?
“They should have told us. But 
if they would have, people 
would be more aware about 
the cameras and stop stealing.” 

“It’s a good thing. They’re 
going to make the school safer.” 

“We should have been told, but 
it’s  fine that they’re in the school.” 

“It’s kind of  weird that we have 
to put cameras up in the school.” 

- Junior Justin Halverson

- Sophomore Olivia Bryant

- Senior JD Hascall

- Freshman Cameron Hodgson 

Students should have a say in what 
happens in this school. After all, the 
decisions affect them as much, 
if not more, than anyone else.

Man on the Street:
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You Meet the 
Most Interesting People 

when you SMILE.

WATERFORD OFFICE
4152 Sashabaw Road,Waterford, MI 48329

248.673.0505

FRANKLIN OFFICE
32767 Franklin Road, Franklin, MI 48025

248.626.4232

FAMILY, PREVENTIVE & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.wzdds.com

David A.Wright, D.D.S. • Donald J. Zelazny, D.D.S.

Teeth Whitening 
Homecoming Special
NOW $75.00 
With This Coupon

Usually $360



HIGHLANDER

SPORTS
Friday, September 24, 2010

the highlander 248.203.3803
www.seaholmhighlander.com8

Sports Briefs
Boys Varsity Football
Record: 3-1
Last week: Detroit Country Day 
This week: Friday vs. Avondale, 7:00pm
Key Players: Shawn Conway, John Glazier, Kevin 
Wilberding, Tommy Lewis
Quote: “The season has been good so far, but 
there’s still a lot of room for improvement” 
Charley Doherty, senior center

JV Football
Record: 4-0
Last week:  Detroit Country Day
This week:  Thursday vs. Avondale, 4:00pm

Freshmen Football
Record: 4-0
Last week: Willow Run HS
This week: Thursday vs. Deaborn, 5:30pm
Quote: “[Our goal is] 9-0 and no points scored 
on the first team defense” -- David Mahoney, 
freshman

Varsity Tennis
Record: 0-6 
Last week: vs Troy High School
This week: Tuesday vs Andover, 4:00pm and 
Thursday vs DCD, 4:00pm
Key Players: Graham Gettel, Blake Keaton, Chris 
Milliken
Quote: “The beginning of the season has been 
a bit of a disappointment, but hopefully we will 
be playing our best at the end of the season” -- 
Blake Keaton, senior #3 singles

JV Tennis A
Record:  6-0
Last week: at Troy
This week: Tuesday at Andover, 4:00pm, 
Wednesday vs North Farmington, 4:00pm and 
Thursday at DCD, 4:00pm
Key Players: Alex Benet, Adam Rosen, Matt 
Wilson
Quote: “It’s been a great season so far. Hopefully 
we can keep it up” -- Matt Wilson, sophomore

Varsity Soccer
Record: 2-6-3 
Last week: vs Andover, at Pontiac
This week: Tuesday vs. Oxford, 5:30pm and 
Thursday at North Farmington, 7:00pm
Key Players: Brandon Wiseman, Alex Gordon, 
James Ruby
Quote: “Minute by minute, hour by hour, we 
are getting better” -- Boyce Oudersluys, senior 
midfielder

JV Soccer
Record: 4-1-2
Last week: at Andover High School
This week:  Tuesday vs. Oxford, 7:00pm and 
Thursday at North Farmington, 5:30pm
Key Players: Shant Topouzian, Jacob Halmhuber, 
Nick Resnick
Quote: “I’m having a lot of fun this season” -- 
Shant Topouzian, sophomore 

Girls Swimming
Record: 2-0
Last week: Rochester Adams
This week: Lake Orion
Key Players: Maddie Nichols, Chelsea Abbott, 
Natalie Pierce, Charlotte Yaw
Quote:  “Our team has a lot potential in the 
younger girls, which could possible help us place 
high at states” -- Annie Stenback, senior

Girls Varsity Volleyball
Record: 0-4-2 (0-1)
Last week: at Clarkston
This week: Tuesday vs. North Farmington, 
7:00pm and Thursday at Troy Athens, 7:00pm 

Girls JV Volleyball
Record: 0-1
Last week: at Clarkston
This week: Tuesday vs North Farmington, 5:30pm 
and Thursday at Troy Athens, 7:00pm
Quote:  “So far the season has been fun” -- Lisa 
White, sophomore

Boys Waterpolo
Record:  8-5 (4-1) 
Last week: at Walled Lake Central
This week: Tuesday vs. Troy, 7:00pm
Key Players: Jim Lafave, Drew Bernard, Griffin 
Korner
Quote:  “We are beating ranked teams, which 
we’ve never done before” -- Drew Bernard, senior

   Senior boys varsity soccer captain 
Brandon Wiseman is out indefinitely 
after suffering a left knee injury during 
practice. 
  The second-year captain doesn’t know 
the extent of his injury.  
   “We’re not sure if it’s something bad 
or if I just strained something,” Wiseman 
said.  
   After experiencing a season ending 
injury his junior year, Wiseman, a 
midfielder, is all too familiar with leading 
from the sidelines.
   “I spent the entire season feeling like I 
let the team down,” Wiseman said.  
   Having to spend another season on the 
sidelines is frustrating for Wiseman. 

   Undefeated for three regular seasons 
straight, the 2-0 girls swim team got ready 
for practice. 
     Caps, goggles, and water bottles littered 
the pool deck as the team sat in a meeting 
with head coach Karl Hodgson.
     Hodgson showed composure on the deck 
while dealing with a fun-loving, giggling 
swim team. But the team quickly turned 
serious as they entered the water.  
     Knowing expectations are high, and 
rightfully so, they swim countless lengths for 
Hodgson. 
     According to senior co-captain Andrea 
Giancarlo, the team swims between six to 

New Freshmen FB Head 
Coach Brings Success
    Perfection. 
   This is the one word freshman middle linebacker Chris Hill 
used to describe one of Seaholm’s newest coaches, head freshman 
football coach Jim Carlisle. 
    Carlisle coached initially at Dearborn Heights Crestwood as the 
offense coordinator, and assistant head coach for the varsity team.
    Carlisle has been coaching for 24 years, and when his time was 
up at Crestwood - he happened to be speaking with Coach Farr at 
the time as well. 
Around the time last year when Carlisle was done with the 
Crestwood job, he and Farr had spoken about having Carlisle 
coach for Seaholm. 
     “But with me living so far away in Romulus, logistically it just 
didn’t make sense with it being so far,” Carlisle stated. 
     Sometime later in the year Carlisle found a job in the Novi area. 
Once Carlisle knew that he would be taking the job out in Novi, 
he gave Farr a call. 
      “[Coach Farr] said he’d love me have me here,” Carlisle said. 
Based upon what some of his players and co-workers have said, 
they love having Carlisle at Seaholm just as well. 
      “He’s doing a really good job, actually,” freshman linebacker, 
Nick Vestevich said. “He’s probably one of the best coaches I’ve 
ever had on a team.” 
       Assistant coach Mark Vestevich (Nick’s father) agreed. 
“He has been a pleasure to work with,” Mark Vestevich said. “He’s 
had a lot of experience with football.” 
       In addition to this, Mark believes that Carlisle was the best 
candidate to coach for this position. 
    “He has the kids’ best interest at heart,” Mark Vestevich said. 
      All in all, Carlisle has been very pleased with the Seaholm 
Freshman team, thus far. 
“I think we’re doing some great things,” Carlisle said. 

      At press time, the team held a current record of 4-0.
     Carlisle also mentioned that the team began working hard, 
even before the season began. 
      “People haven’t seen the hours that all these young men have 
put in,” Carlisle said. “They didn’t see all the practices they went 
to at camp, the four days, getting up at 6 in the morning. They’ve 
earned it.”
    This year, the team is looking to thrive. 
“We have a really good, experienced team,” Nick Vestevich said. 
“Especially our coaches, they really know what they’re doing.  
     Hill shared the same feeling.  
“[The season] should be good,” Hill stated. “We’ve got a lot of 
talent, and it should lead up to our senior year on varsity.” 
    Freshman wide receiver and strong safety, David Mahoney said 
the team engages in alot of conditioning. 
   “We run a lot,” 
Mahoney said. 
“Including after 
every game we run 
a 40 yard dash for 
every point that was 
scored on us.” 
    As for the future 
plans of Carlisle, he 
said he plans to stick 
around at Seaholm 
for awhile.
    “I’m definitely 
gonna be here,” 
Carlisle said. 
 

New Freshman coach Jim Carlisle.
Photo by Simon Schuster

  The Seaholm girls’ varsity 
cross country team is trying to 
maintain a competitive team 
despite the loss of sophomore 
Mallory Wilberding, due to 
injury.
   The team won first place in their 
first meet against Groves, placed 
second at the West Bloomfield 
Invitational, and placed fourth 
in their first jamboree.
   At the OAA Jamboree the 
team placed fourth, led by Tess 
Wilberding, who finished fourth 
overall, and Aubrey Wilberding 
who placed fifth overall. The 
entire team achieved 89 points 
at this event. 
  The team has been 
accomplishing all of this without 
Mallory Wilberding, who 
has been sidelined this season 
because of a shin injury. 
   Wilberding was a key part of 
the Maples season last year and 
placed 25th at the Division One 
tournament last year. Wilberding 
ran a 19:11.6. 
   Wilberding injured her right 
shin during the track season 
last spring and re-aggravated it 
during summer workouts. The 
injury is a stress fracture and has 
prevented her from running for 
the team so far this fall.
  “It [the stress fracture] 
happened in the spring,” said 
Wilberding.  “And then in the 
summer I started running too 
hard too fast and it came back.”
   Although she has not been 
able to run with the team yet, 
Wilberding hopes to return to 
running with the team at some 
point during the season.
    “My goal is to be able to make 
it back by counties,” Wilberding 
said.  
    Seaholm’s Athletic Trainer Bill 
“Allooo” Watson said a stress 
fracture in the shin should heal 
by itself.
    “The injury that she suffered 
usually takes about two-to-four 
weeks to recover from,” said 
Watson. “But it depends on how 
bad the fracture is -- sometimes 
it can take up to six.”
   An injury to a key player on 
a team always tends to put more 
pressure on other players.
    Junior teammate Sarah Feiten 
believes that the injury has 
caused other players to step up.
   “Mallory’s injury has definitely 
been hard,” Feiten said. “Her 
sister Tess has been looked at 
to step up and has carried the 
pressure of being our top runner 
very well.”
    Girls cross country head coach 
Jeffrey Devantier said other 
runners have had to step up in 
the absence of Wilberding.
   “It’s very difficult to try to 
make up for one of the top 
runners in the state,” Devantier 
said. “Several runners have had 
to step up to fill in for her. Her 
two sisters, Aubrey and Tess both 
run under 20 (minutes), which 
really helps our team.”
    The team also entered the 
season with several new faces 
to the team, after losing some 
seniors that were top seven 
runners. 
    “Our team goals for this 
season is to place in states and 
then see what we can do from 
there because we have a lot of 
new people on our team, ” said 
Wilberding.

Wilberding 
Re-injures 
Leg
Peter Redebaugh
Staff Writer
Predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com

eleven thousand meters each day. To put 
that in perspective, that’s like swimming 
from Birmingham down Maple to I-75 in 
Clawson.
     On Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 
some of the top swimmers are up practicing 
as early as 5:45 a.m. Most of the team 
commits to around 17 hours of swimming 
a week.
      While this may seem extreme to some, 
the team has gotten results from their 
practice regimen over the past decade and a 
half from Hodgson. 
     The girls have put up three league 
championship seasons in the last 10 years.
    Their work has paid off, according to 
senior co-captain Megan Smith.
   “I think we could finish top two [in the state] 

and challenge for a state championship,” said 
Smith.      
    The Lady Maples have become increasingly 
better as a team with every season. 
    Carrying the team through their 
undefeated streak are seniors Sam Arnold in 
the 50m and 100m freestyle, Megan Smith 
in the 100m butterfly, Andrea Giancarlo in 
the 100m backstroke, and Maddie Nichols 
in the 100m breast stroke as well as juniors 
Charlotte Yaw in the 200m freestyle, Chelsea 
Abbott in the 500m freestyle, Kelsey Gariepy 
in the 100m backstroke, Ellen Koseck in 
the 200m and Emily Parsons in the 50m 
freestyle. 
    But the younger talent has also stood out. 
    Sophomore Morgan McKay has 
dominated the 200m freestyle. 

     In addition, freshman Natalie Pierce has 
left upperclassmen in her wake in the 100m 
breast stroke, finishing first with the time of 
1:05.74, beating the state qualifying time by 
seven seconds.  
     Hodgson believes the Maples can bring as 
many as 18 swimmers to the state meet. The 
state team currently stands at a staggering 
nine state qualifiers just two meets into the 
season. 
     “We might get those nine, or we may only 
get three or four. It just depends on how hard 
they’re working,” Hodgson said.
   

   “I take a lot of pride in leading on the 
field,” Wiseman said.  “And when I’m not 
able to do that it makes it difficult to do 
my job.”
   The team has yet to win a game since 
Wiseman went 
down.  
    “Without him 
on the field we are 
not the same team,” 
Seaholm coach David 
Reed-Norwald said.  
“He’s a tremendous 
player.”
   Players are trying to 
fill the void Wiseman 
has left, but with little 
success.  
   “Guys are trying,” 
Reed-Norwald said.  

“But they don’t have the experience or the 
skill.”  
    Wiseman’s teammates have the utmost 
respect for their captain.  
    “Playing with Wiseman is an experience 

in itself,” senior and three year 
varsity midfielder Jake Kiehle 
said. “He is a hard worker and 
a passionate leader.”
    “Our number one goal is 
always to get better,” said Reed-
Norwald.  “And we do that 
every single game.”  
    Wiseman is hoping to return 
to the field as soon as possible.
    “Letting my team down,” 

Wiseman said.  “Is the worst 
feeling that you could ever ask 
for.”

Senior Soccer Captain: Reliving a Nightmare

Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
Hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

Swim Team Continues to Dominate in the Pool 

The swim team takes a break at practice.
Photo by Simon Schuster

Senior midfielder Brandon Wise-
man plays a game before injuring 
left knee in practice.
Photo by Sidney Krandall

 Seaholm’s Jasper Apollonia (#2) and Shawn Conway (#1) can’t snag a long pass in Sept. 16’s 28-21 loss to Detroit Country Day. The  loss 
snapped the varsity football team’s six game winning streak, spanning two seasons. Despite losing starting QB John Glazier (concussion), the 
Maples scored three straight touchdowns in the first half to overcome a 13-point deficit. But DCD’s second half kickoff for a touchdown 
and blocked punt stole the momentum and the game. The Maples  3-1 (3-0 OAA Blue) host Avondale Friday. Photo by Sidney Krandall

Streak Busted
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