
HIGHLANDER
T H E   E R N E S T   W.   S E A H O L M

Friday September 19th, 2008 - 2436 W. LINCOLN RD. - BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 - 248.203.3803 tips@seaholmhighlander.com

SEAHOLM HIGH SCHOOL’S STUDENT VOICE

INSIDE:

www.seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm administrators and teachers are cracking 
down when it comes to enforcing the new electronic 
policy. The start of the 2008-2009 school year 
brought with it a major change in the electronic 
policy, focused on increasing the severity of 
punishments for repeat offenders.  
   Prior to this year, regardless of how many times a 
Seaholm student was caught exposing their phones 
during school hours, an individual was given a 
clean slate at the start of each school year. This 
year however, the offenses will accumulate. The 
first offense resulting in a warning, the second will 
require a phone call home and parents to pick up 
the phone and the third time is a much more serious 
offense, potentially resulting in suspension. 
   “My interpretation of the new policy is that it’s 
ridiculous that offenses accumulate,” said senior 
Richard Washington. “Say a kid was to get suspended 
for three cell phone offenses in three years. That’s 
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Trying this during the school day could lead to stronger punishments. The new electronic policy now accumulates offenses throughout all four years.

completely absurd when it comes down to it and 
could really hurt an individual.”
  The new disciplinary actions are not a Birmingham 
Public Schools district policy, but were agreed upon 

by the administrators of Seaholm and Groves, who 
felt that repetitive violation of the school board 
policy is simply inexcusable. 
   “We saw it as being common sense,” said Seaholm 
Principal Terry Piper. “Students are here for four 
years. The first time is a warning, the second time 
your mom comes and gets it, and the third time 
something more serious happens. If we’re just trying 

to get the point across that it’s against the rules then 
obviously, if you’ve been warned, you know it’s 
against the rules. Why would we have to start over 
again every year?”
   Although suspension has been deemed the maximum 
penalty, the administrators are in agreement that it’s 
not a foregone conclusion for a third offender. 
  “The maximum penalty, or the third offense in the 
course of a school career, will put you at suspension 
level,” said Assistant Principal Deb Boyer.  “The 
other penalty that goes along with that is the loss of 
being able to even bring that cell phone to school. 
This could be as much a penalty for a lot of kids as 
being suspended.”
  The administration has a demanding schedule 
and little time to check up on specific students who 
repeatedly violate policy. However, if one were to 
be caught with a cell phone after being banned from 
carrying an electronic device, the consequences will 
be severe. 
   “If that person were to be so bold as to be caught 
again you better believe they wouldn’t just be 
out a little while, they will be out for a couple of 
days,” said Boyer. “We have had pictures of tests 
taken using the camera function, we’ve had answers 
texted to those taking tests and we’ve had podcasting 
where students have had his or her notes pod casted 

Sending a Message

Seaholm’s new electronic policy 
promises tougher penalties

  The next text message you send or read in class 
could get you in more trouble than you thought.
   Depending upon your behavior or the activities 
you’re believed to be involved in, text messages, 
photos, video clips and e-mails could end up in the 
hands of Seaholm administrators.
   And, legally, there’s nothing you can do about 
it.
 “[The administration reads texts] if there is 
reasonable suspicion that the phone is being used 
inappropriately,” said Assistant Principal Staci 
Peterson. “That is something that would fall in our 
rights.” 

   The stature that allows this administrative right is 
a concept known as “en loco parentis” – meaning 
“in place of the parent,” the custodial rights of 
students’ administrators have during the school day. 
 “When it comes to school administrations, the 
administration is charged with responsibility 
for the safety of all these students,” Seaholm 
Principal Terry Piper said. “The law sees us 
operating in place of parent during the school day. 
If I have any reason to believe that a student has 
something in there locker, in their car, in their 
book bag that could be illegal or dangerous then 
acting in local parentis, I have the right as long 
as I have reason to [suspect insubordination].” 
  It’s a right, according to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, provided legitimate justification 
exists before examining students’ private 
messages.    “As long as there is reasonable 
suspicion for the schools to read those text 
messages, they have the right to do so,” said Brenda 
Bove, a paralegal for the Michigan ACLU.
   So what exactly qualifies as reasonable evidence 
to search a student’s phone? 

Yes, they can 
read your texts
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But students say move 
infringes upon civil liberties

“As long as there is reasonable 
suspicion for the schools to read 
those text messages, they have 

the right to do so,”
 

Brenda Bove
 Michigan ACLU.
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  It was an eye opening experience 
for Seaholm senior Shayna 
Moon. 
   Republican Presidential Nominee 
John McCain has just started 
speaking when she realized, for 
the first time in her life, she was 
surrounded by hundreds of others 
who shared her political views.
   “Going to the rally was one of the 
most energizing experiences that 
I’ve had as a young conservative,” 
said Moon, a McCain supporter.
 Moon was one of nearly a dozen 
Seaholm students who attended 
the September 5 rally at the 
Freedom Hill Amphitheatre in 
Sterling Heights.  
  The event was senior Kelsey 
Jackson’s first political rally.
 “I didn’t really know much about 
McCain before I saw him in the 
rally, but I thought he gave a 

   Peter Russell waited through 
the rain, hoping to snag one of the 
few remaining seats to see Barack 
Obama speak.
     He’d have to settle for a glimpse 
of the Democratic nominee for 
president instead.
   “I got to see Obama’s arm,” said 
Russell, a Seaholm senior. “But I 
didn’t get inside the rally.”

Decision ‘08

Obama, McCain campaigns hit home stretch, visit area

great speech and 
explained his views 
well,” said senior 
Kelsey Jackson, 
who at age 17 will 
not be able to vote 
in the November 
general election.
   The McCain 
campaign has 
tried to paint the 
senator as a 
change-making 
conservative who 
will not conform 
to party politics 
and one who crosses party lines 
when necessary.   
    “I have been called a maverick, 
somebody who marches to the 
beat of his own drum,” McCain 
said opening his speech for the 
rally. 
   The campaign hopes that this 
will give McCain a moderate and 
fresh edge that will prove to be 

    Russell was one 
of seven Seaholm 
students who stood 
in line for hours 
at the September 
8 rally at North 
Farmington High 
School, only to be 
turned away after 
seats filled up.
    Seniors Brigitta 
Burgess, Rachel 
Dickerman and 
Laura Redabaugh 
also waited in the 
standby line for an 
hour hoping that 
there would be extra space, but 
they were simply told to leave 
by entrance security at North 
Farmington, because its gym had 
reached its population limit.  
    “We waited for at least an hour 
but it was worth it, there were a 
lot of interesting people there,” 
said Redabaugh.

As construction trucks 
along at Seaholm it 
seems like new things 
are popping up every-
dayread more inside.
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Seaholm students, Obama 
supporters refused entry 
to N Farmington H.S. rally

Palin’s first post RNC 
appearance energizes 
Seaholm conservatives

Barack Obama addresses those who got in.
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John McCain cheers with the crowd at Free-
dom Hill Amphitheatre.  Photo by Shayna Moon

    

Sophomore Eric Volk had better 
luck, managing to secure a ticket.
    “I already had a ticket,” Volk 
said while on the site.
     After the rally Volk said that it 
was “a moving experience, better 
than on TV.”  
     Volk said it was interesting to 

valuable when it comes time to 
bring in the young vote.
   The message drew in senior 
John Bennett.
    “This rally was the first political 
rally that I had ever gone to, so I 
didn’t know what to expect,” 
Bennett said.
     Bennett said the rally was 

“The rights I have are actually 
more extensive than the police 
have,”

Terry Piper
Seaholm Principal

Dropping the drinking age 
to 18? It could happen if a 
group of influential 
college administrators 
gets their way.
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Open Lunch In Danger?

Sophmores 
Park... or do 
they?

   Every year at the beginning-of-the-year meet-
ing, Seaholm juniors and seniors are given a 
speech about the enormous pressure placed on 
the school to close open campus lunch.
   But the Highlander has learned that closing 
campus would be no simple feat—requiring a 
major schedule overhaul at the very least.
   A decision to close campus could extend the 
school day significantly and force the creation 
of two more lunch periods.
   Still, safety concerns put pressure on the ad-
ministration to close open lunch. Everything 
from reckless driving to indulging in alcohol or 
marijuana at lunch has been a source of concern 
for the community in the past. 
   In fact, the day after 2008’s opening meet-
ing, Principal Terry Piper received a call from 
Deputy Superintendent Paul DeAngelis report-
ing that he had received a letter from a parent 
asking that both Seaholm and Groves revert to 

   Sophomore Elizabeth Gunkle was excited 
when she discovered that she could register 
for a parking pass this year.
   However, her excitement quickly turned to 
disappointment when she was told that she 
could not, in fact, park at Seaholm.
   “For tennis season I will have just turned 
16,” Gunkle said. “With having practice every 
day and getting a ride every day it would just 
be easier to be able to drive myself.”
   Gunkle said she found out that she could 
apply for a pass when she saw it on an appli-
cation sheet received at registration, but at first 
she was skeptical.
   “I went and I asked Ms. Peterson and she 
said that she was pretty sure that it would 
happen, but the first week of school I went to 
the main office and they said that they weren’t 
going to do it anymore,” said Gunkle. “I was 
upset because I was looking forward to [park-
ing].”
   Assistant Principal Deb Boyer said she was 
told that, with the new construction, enough 
new spots would be available to accommodate 
the sixteen-year-old sophomore population.
   “We were told…that we would pick up 50 
spaces,” said Boyer.
    When the construction was over, however, 
the amount of spaces left was much fewer than 
expected.
   “By the time they took out the area for the 
turnaround, we only picked up 30 spaces,” 
Boyer explained.
   Gunkle said that she felt let down by the 
administration.
   “I felt pretty bummed…they offered it and 
then took it away,” said Gunkle.
   Boyer pointed out that just fitting the upper-
classmen was currently an issue.
   “I’m not sure that, over the course of the 
year, I’m going to be able to accommodate all 
of my juniors and seniors,” said Boyer.
   Junior Ana Gomez is all too familiar with 
this.
    Last year, Gomez was forced to park her car 
on Glenhurst, which was about a 10 minute 
walk from school. Though her parking spot 
this year is considerably better, she is still 
must park far away.
   “We get the back row every day,” said 
Gomez. 
   However, parking lot attendant Doreen    
Moore, who patrols the Seaholm parking lots 
every day, says that there is no problem fitting 
the current amount of juniors and seniors.
   “We have more than enough room for every-
one to park,” said Moore.
   Moore also said, though, that she does not 
think they have the space for sophomores.
   “Unless the parking lot was bigger, I don’t 
see any way we could,” said Moore.
   School policy states that “a car will be tick-
eted if there is not parking permit visible and 
affixed to the windshield.”
   This hasn’t stopped a few sophomores from 
trying to sneak into the parking lots.
   “We’ve caught some over by the staff lot,” 
said Moore. 
   She noted that this has been an ongoing 
problem.
   Though some have suggested sophomores 
should park in the teacher lot, Boyer stresses 
that this is not an option.
   “It’s very difficult for safety reasons to have 
students parking in two different lots,” said 
Boyer.
   However, Boyer hasn’t completely ruled out 
the possibility of someday being able to hold 
the sophomores.
   “The future is hard to predict,” said Boyer, 
“...anything is possible.”

Seaholm Students 
Lend a Helping Hand

   Orphans who live on the streets of Ghana are 
in a constant state of unease. 
   Every day, they run the risk of being kidnapped 
and forced to do grueling labor. They may 
have to do anything from being chained to one 
another while working in the fields to retrieving 
tangled fishing nets stuck in trees submersed in 
water. 
   These children can be as young as eight 
years old, and most of them don’t know how 
to swim.
   Upon hearing of the troubles these young 
orphans are forced to endure, a group of 
Seaholm students and parents decided to get 
involved.
   “Going there, we gave the kids an opportunity 
to be something more,” said senior Ben 
Eveslage.
   Eight students, three parents, and Seaholm 
teacher Mrs. Doyle went to Kwantakese, Ghana 
through an organization named SPANCO (St. 
Paul Nonprofit Charitable Organization.) The 
trip began in early June and participants stayed 

for times varying between two weeks and two 
months.
   “When you go there and see the children, 
you know you are helping them,” said Gisela 
Baker, founder and CEO of SPANCO. 
   The group worked to organize and complete 
a library that could be used by the children of 
Kwantakese. 
   An empty room connected to a new school 
built by SPANCO was 
turned into a place 
where the kids could 
find a book and learn 
to read it.
   They painted 
ceilings and walls, 
built shelves, sorted 
and organized a pile 
of 10,000 books. By 
the time the group left, 
they had a created a 
fully operating library. 
   While in Ghana, 
the group was able to 
experience some of the 
local culture, by eating 
classic Ghanaian 
dishes such as street 

donkey, pork, chicken, and crab.
   The townspeople were excited to see the 
volunteers and were very supportive of the 
projects.
   Eveslage noticed a special connection not 
commonly found back home.
   “It’s very community-oriented there,” 
said Eveslage. “You don’t really feel that in 
Birmingham.”
   But not everything about the trip went 
smoothly.
   The car the group traveled in broke down 
multiple times. By the time they left, it had 
completely died.
   Eveslage also had his camera and video 
camera ruined after filming the waves at a 
Ghanaian beach.
   “There were some bumps in the road,” 
said senior Jessica Forzano. “But they all got 
worked out.”
   After returning, Eveslage and Forzano started 
a new group called Students for SPANCO. 
   They work to package books, clothes, medical 
supplies, toys, and computers for the children 
in Ghana.
   The goal of Students for SPANCO is to 
raise awareness and money for the people 
of Ghana. People there face challenges like 
extreme poverty, lack of medicine, and severe 
droughts.
   Sophomore Natalie Wright is a member of 
Students for SPANCO, volunteering her time 
to help the orphans.
   “It’s good knowing that I’m helping people 
who really need it.”
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Senior Jessica Forzano was one of the Seaholm students to spend her summer with children in 
Ghana                                                                                             Photos Courtesy of Ben Eveslage

Group of seaholm students pose for a photo before their trip to Africa.
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closed lunch. 
   Piper, however, defended Seaholm’s open 
lunch policy.
   “One of the things I believe in is that there 
is a progression of responsibility,” Piper said, 
regarding his support of open lunch. 
   Both he and DeAngelis are staunch support-
ers of the policy, which Piper sees as a “privi-
lege” that upperclassmen earn during their ten-
ure at Seaholm. 
   Seaholm students are, naturally, just as in 
favor of open lunch.
   “Open lunch gives us the opportunity to learn 
about things like privilege, budgeting, and 
punctuality,” said senior Brad Verona.
   “They shouldn’t take the privilege away just 
because of a few complaints,” said senior Mar-
geau Barnes. “That’s not fair.”
   “Students expect us to make decisions that are 
fair and reasonable,” Piper said after acknowl-
edging that he could not close open campus 
lunch without a heavy volume of complaints.
   When asked about the frequency of com-
plaints received, Piper said that he had gotten 

“5 or 6” over the course of his ten-year career. 
Corporal Ron Halcrow, the Birmingham Police 
Department school liaison, agreed. 
   “It’s not exactly a cascading waterfall of com-
plaints,” Halcrow said.
   In fact, he “wouldn’t call it a huge issue.”                                                                                         
The most common complaints received include 
underage smoking, disruptive behavior, and 
reckless driving, but most of these complaints 
come from businesses, not residents near the 
school, and are few and far between. 
   So why the alarmism about community pres-
sure?
   Perhaps Seaholm’s lack of available facilities 
are to blame. Despite all the new construction, 
Piper believes that, if Seaholm were forced to 
close open lunch, the solution “would definitely 
involve restructuring the schedule.” 
   When pressed, Piper said that Seaholm would 
probably have to move to four lunches in the 
event that open lunch was closed. 
   However, when asked if the administration 
had ever been close to closing campus, Piper 
responded, “not in my ten years.”
   In many ways, Seaholm’s open campus ben-
efits the community at large. Kelly Connell, 
manager of the Birmingham Qdoba, notes 
that high school students, and especially those 
from Seaholm, are a large part of the lunchtime 
rush.
   “It definitely helps us,” said Connell. 
   Connell also noted that she had never encoun-
tered a disruptive student during lunch. 
   The general lack of complaint combined with 
the benefits to the community, student behavior, 
and logistical necessity seem to indicate that 
Seaholm’s open lunch is in no great danger. 
   As Piper said, “for the most part, juniors and 
seniors act responsibly, act maturely, and treat 
their privilege with respect.”

Alex Park
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Underclassmen stuck in the cafeteria, wishing for the outside world.                Photo by Celia Nelson
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and used on tests.”
  Not only would suspension put you 
behind in classes, but it would put you at 
a major disadvantage for being admitted 
into the college of your choice.
   “Most selective colleges now ask have 
you been suspended,” said Boyer. “You 
have to answer honestly because there 
going ask your counselor the same thing 
and your answer yes or no better match 
that of your counselors. “ 
 Seaholm and Groves alike have 
adopted this new cell phone policy to 
better ensure that cell phones are not in 
any way intertwined with class room 
performance.    
   As cell phones technologically advance, 
it becomes easier to use them as a means 
of cheating. 
   “If we’re going to have transcripts that 
reflect accurately the grades that students 
have earned, it’s our responsibility to 
make sure that they represent the work 
the students have done and the knowledge 
they’ve gained,” said Boyer. 
  The school is fully within its legal rights 
to confiscate phones from any student for 
the duration of a weekend or however 
long it takes for a parent to come 
and pick it up. According to In Loco 
Parentis, the school serves in place of 
a student’s parents during school hours. 
This policy gives administrators the right 
to confiscate phones, search lockers and 
designate punishment.  
  “The rights I have are actually more 
extensive than those the police have,” 
said Piper. “The Police need to have 
just cause or a reason to believe that you 
may have something illegal or unsafe. 
I am automatically given the right and 
responsibility to find what I’m looking 
for.”
   One of the main reasons students have 
phones at school is so their parents can 
constantly be in contact with them, to 
ensure their safety. Although the primary 
purpose for keeping a cell phone at 
school is noble and justified, students 
acknowledge that they can be used 
dishonestly. 
  “They are a major safety issue,” said 
senior Lindsey Mandich. “That’s the 
main reason our parents bought them for 
us. If they are being used to cheat then 
there is a reason for them to be taken.”
   As technology advances and it becomes 
increasingly easy to cheat, it’s no surprise 
that the administrators want to keep the 
grades honest. A strict policy is a step in 
the right direction.
  “It’s not the use of technology I’m worried 
about, it’s the misuse,” said Boyer. “If 
cheating wasn’t such a prevalent issue, 
I wouldn’t care if you were born with a 
Bluetooth in your ear.” 

    “[If we feel] the phone is being used for 
something that should not be happening 
in school, particularly that involves 
anything that could be related to illegal 
substances or weapons or anything that 
could put anyone in a harmful situation,” 
said Peterson.
   “Let’s say I’ve had three or four reports 
that so-and-so has been selling marijuana 
in school and I haven’t been able to prove 
it,” said Piper. “If I have reason to believe 
that that person has been dealing drugs in 
my building, and that person at the same 
time has been caught with a cell phone, I 
will probably look in that phone.” 
To justify their actions, the Seaholm 
administrators said they look to a number 
of sources to confirm their suspicions 
before going through a student’s cell 
phone.
  “Sometimes it can come from other 
students,” said Peterson. “There is a 
variety of ways we find out about things. 
Throughout the course of the day there 
is a lot of information that can come to 
us.”
    Recently, concern from Seaholm students 
has grown over the possibility that as cell 
phones continue to become confiscated, 
teachers and the administration will seize 
the opportunity to go through students’ 
personal files. 
    “Some things are personal and have 
no possible cause to get you in trouble,” 
said junior Lindsay Boeckl. “It’s simply 
a breach of privacy, especially if the texts 
weren’t sent during school.”
  “If we aren’t suspected in participating 
in anything illegal then its not their 
business,” said junior Kate Elder. “It’s an 
invasion of privacy.”

   “It is a complete violation of privacy, but 
the school can pretty much do whatever 
they want to you if its in the name of 
safety,” said senior Milo Kock.  “They 
can fabricate a number of reasons to look 
at your texts.”
    According to the ACLU, there are limits 
to a school administration’s investigative 
powers.
   When an administrator  at a high school 
in Lafayette, Colorado began reading 
a series of students text messages with 
no substantial reason to believe those 
students were participating in any 
questionable activity, the ACLU 
sued.
   Monarch High School Assistant 
Principal Drew Adams said 
students had no rights of privacy 
under the administration, but the 
ACLU disagreed.
   “Students do have rights of 
privacy, and those rights are 
protected not only by the state 
and federal constitutions, but 
also by Colorado statutes that 
carry serious criminal penalties,” 
wrote the ACLU of Colorado in 
a letter to the Lafayette school board.
    The ACLU of Colorado also referenced 
the Supreme Court case of New Jersey v. 
T.L.O stating that the Fourth Amendment 
of the United States Constitution; which 
protects citizens from unreasonable 
search and seizures from the government 
includes those of school administrations.
   “[A] search of a student by a teacher or 
other school official will be ‘justified at 
its inception’ when there are reasonable 
grounds for suspecting that the search 
will turn up,” concluded the court case.

    After being notified by the ACLU in a 
public letter, the Boulder Valley School 
District declared they would limit further 
searches of student’s text messages.
 Even without prior suspicion, 
administrators may still look through 
student cell phones, depending upon the 
behavior of the student.
   “If we take a cell phone away and the 
student is acting very suspicious, then the 
red flags pop up,” said Piper. “If you are 
really concerned about something that is 
on there, I may look on it.”
    As to what level of suspicion is 

required in order to justify such a search, 
the answer is not clear. 
   “It’s kinda hard to quantify that,” said 
Piper. “That’s a judgment. You take all 
your experiences as an administrator and 
apply and try to figure out whether you 
have reason to believe that something 
was going on that was illegal or unsafe.”
Despite the administration’s policy on 
limiting cell phone searches to those that 
warrant reasonable suspicion, students 
claim they the school has a history of 
reading texts without a just cause.
  “[The administration] took the phone 

away because we got caught skipping, 
but then they just happened to come 
about those texts,” said an anonymous 
source.
   “There was some bad stuff written about 
what had happen earlier in the day,” said 
another source involved in the incident. 
“In result three of us were suspended, 
[but] they had no reason for taking our 
phones.”
 Not only are school administrations 
legally endowed with rights to access 
student’s private information, but 
according to school board policy, students 

have no reason to expect that they 
are entitled to their own privacy 
during school hours, whether 
it is for their cellular devices 
or other personal belongings. 
 “Students have no reasonable 
expectation of privacy in their 
lockers and lockers may be 
searched at any time with or 
without reasonable suspicion,” 
says Birmingham School Board 
Policy “A search in the student’s 
absence, however, shall only 
be conducted where there is 

reasonable belief that a clear and present 
danger to health and/or safety exists, or 
where there is a search warrant.”
  Despite discussion over whether or 
not the School Administration is legally 
permitted to go through personal text 
messages, Principal Terry Piper knows 
his actions and those of the administration 
are perfectly justified. 
  “It’s not only a right, but also a 
responsibility to act in a way that keeps 
twelve hundred people safe,” said Piper. 
“The rights that I have are actually more 
extensive than what the police have.”

 “interesting” but disagreed with McCain’s 
proposed plan to increase domestic drilling 
operations.
   “To me, this is his way of saying ‘we’ll 
eventually become energy independent, but 
not anytime soon,’” Bennett said. “I feel that 
‘buying time’ in such a matter is actually 
time-consuming and a waste of money and 
other resources that could be better spent on 
alternative energy.”
   The rally was the first official Michigan 
campaign stop for Alaska Governor and 
Republican Vice Presidential Nominee Sarah 
Palin, coming just days after her acceptance 
speech at the Republican National Convention.
   Her words drew praise from Moon.
   “[Palin] is a woman who proved that you don’t 
have to be a bra-burning feminist to succeed in 
politics,” Moon said. 
   “I also thought Sarah did a great job with her 
speech,” Jackson said. “You could tell that she 
really had her whole heart into what she was 
talking about, and came across strong in her 
supporting of McCain.”
   The positive reactions from Moon and 
Jackson were likely encouraging for Megan 
Piwowar, the media communications director 
for McCain’s Oakland County campain.
    “The young 18 year old voters are crucial 
in this election,” Piwowar told the Highlander. 
“McCain must win the young vote.” 
    “I have much more respect for McCain now 
that I’ve heard his story from him and from the 
people who experienced it along with him,” 
Moon said.

see the candidate in person.
   “Obama was very determined, and I’m sure 
McCain is too,” Volk said.  
    This reporter was only able to gain access to the 
rally by walking down the line to security asking 
people if they had extra tickets, and luckily, one 
did.    
    As Obama took the microphone, the crowd began 
to cheer; “Yes we can! Yes we can!”  
    As soon as it quieted down, Obama began his 
speech by addressing Michigan’s current issues.
    Michigan is a battleground state in this election, 
and few areas in the U.S. are more crucial than 
Oakland County.
    Obama said he would reduce Michigan’s 
unemployment rate and aid the Michigan economy.
    “When John McCain says ‘Economics are sound,’ 

he must not be talking to Michigan!” Obama told the 
crowd of 500. “If John McCain agrees with George 
W. Bush 90 percent of the time, then I don’t want to 
take a ten percent chance on change.” 
    Obama emphasized that a John McCain presidency 
would be little different from the current Bush 
administration, despite the McCain campaign’s new 
slogan of change.  
     “They must think, ‘Well, Obama’s talking about 
change and that seems to be working so maybe we 
should try that too,’” Obama said.  
     Obama first explained what he would be offering 
once in office.  He said 95 percent of Michigan will 
have their taxes cut, and senior citizens will have no 
tax on social security.  He doesn’t plan to waste time 
in making sure that everyone in the United States 
can get healthcare plans just like Congress has.  
     On foreign policy, Obama said Iraq now has a 

surplus of money that could be going towards our 
people.  He said that Bush is ready to leave Iraq, 
Iraq is ready for us to leave Iraq, but McCain isn’t.  
China and the Middle East are getting ahead of the 
United States in business, and technology, but the 
US is using its money on Iraq.  
    “John McCain has no plan for Infrastructure,” 
he said, “We need to start rebuilding our 
Infrastructure!” 
     Obama also touched on his plan to make American 
more energy independent.
    “I want to take us to the next level,” Obama said. 
“John McCain hasn’t done any work on renewable 
energy in thirty years. He had his chance as a 
Senator, and he hasn’t worked on it.”
    “Obama’s increased determination is a sure sign 
that the campaign is about to heat up,” said Volk 
when reflecting on the rally.

The rain-soaked line to see Obama speak at North Farmington High School stretched around the block. Not everyone got in. Photo by Peter Gargaro

OBAMA / From Page 1

Palin appearance 
energizes GOP base 
at Macomb Co. rally
McCAIN / From Page 1

Obama draws capacity crowd, rips McCain’s policies

When it comes to personal information on cell phone -- like text messages -- some students see an administrator’s prying eyes as an invasion of privacy.

“If we take a cell phone away and the 
student is acting very suspicious, then 
the red flags pop up. If you are really 
concerned about something that is on 
there, I may look on it.”

Terry Piper
Seaholm Principal

Reasonable Suspicion Justifies Searches

POLICY / From Page 1

STUDENT RIGHTS / From Page 1

Photoillustration by Celia Nelson

Boyer: 
Cheating 
Prompted 
Change in 
Cell Policy
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 An Olympic Sized Success

   On September 2, the Seaholm students 
witnessed the completion of the long-
awaited pool construction project.
   From the bright two story atrium to the 
new Olympic-sized pool, students and 
community members are giving it a gold 
medal.
    “Everyone I`ve spoken to is raving,” 
Seaholm Principal Terry Piper said. 
“Parents love it.” 
The new entrance is a welcome sight for 
senior Priya Mehta.  
    “It’s definitely convenient,” Mehta said. 
“It’s a big transformation.”
   Perhaps the biggest transformation, 
however, is the new pool. With eight lanes, a 
diving area, and the proper requirements for 

water polo, the facility offers opportunities 
that weren’t available in the old pool.
   Though the new design is important, the 
little things are what junior Katie Kaugher 
is excited about. 
   “There is less chlorine, and it is a lot 
brighter” Kaugher said.
   The design is also more transportation-
friendly.
   “It’s a lot less hectic, and it keeps my 
mom from going insane,” said sophomore 
Carly Signorello. “Last year, getting 
picked up was a zoo.” 
   The new parking lot is another 
welcomed addition, but it almost didn’t 
happen. 
   “We didn’t know if we had enough 
money for the parking lot,” Piper said. 
“It’s awesome, completely transformed.” 
   Saving students back to school clothes 
from countless puddles and providing 

Susie Plaggamares
Staff Writer
Splaggamares@seaholmhighlander.com

The new olypmic size pool is only one of the new additions to Seaholm’s athletic wing, along with the two story natatorium there has been an addition of a new gym, fitness center, and more.              

All photos by Celia Nelson

plenty more room, the student body is 
thrilled about the new arrangement. 
   “I really miss those pot holes, they were 
great for my car….not,” said senior Lucy 
Keller.  “I couldn’t be happier without 
them, and neither could my Honda.”
   Watching the newest editions to our 
school reach completion, weightlifting 
enthusiasts are getting impatient. One-
third complete, senior Mike Steltenkamp 
is frustrated at the pace of progress. 
   “Obviously it’s better than the storage 
closet we used to have, but this new 
place feels kind of like a dungeon right 
now,” said Steltenkamp. “It’s sufficient 
in size, but lacking in any eye-pleasing 
architectural design.” 
   The enormous weight room will 
consist of weightlifting on the far third, 
cardiovascular in the center, and a 
mirrored wall with a wood floor on the 

final third. 
   “It will be for the aerobics class and 
Maple Motion to practice,” said Piper. 
   Senior John Lewis isn’t sure the mixed 
use of the room is a good idea.
   “We`ll see if the young men of the 
school can focus while the dance team is 
practicing in plain sight,” says Lewis. “It’s 
distracting.”
   After all of the success, the school has 
one final plan in store. Blueprints for a 
new wrought-iron entrance to the football 
field are underway.  With brick posts on 
each end, the iron gate, complete with the 
words “Maple Field” spanning across , 
will provide a new look to the home field. 
   Completion of the project is expected by 
the homecoming game tonight. 

Blueprint of new Maple Field entry way.

Not only does the pavement in the parking lot help students, the new loop eases the morning drop off for parents.

Students and teams enjoy the new gym.

The new two story hall way serves as an excellent center for the athletic wing.
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Highlander Goes Inside the DNC

   The lights dimmed, and the crowd began waiving 
their American flags, and chanting, “O-BA-MA”.
   The political icon emerged onto the stage, as the 
crowd roared in applause.  
   “With profound gratitude and great humility, I 
accept your nomination for the presidency of the 
United States”, said Barack Obama.  
   A wave of emotion swept over the stadium, the 
bleachers a sea of red, white and blue posters and 
flags.
   I knew that this was a life-changing moment that I 
would never forget.
   The presidential candidate eloquently and 
confidently told his story, a story that was already 
well known to the majority of the 85,000 people 
thought to be in attendance at Invesco at Mile High, 
the Denver Broncos’ football stadium.  
   I have been fascinated with our government, 
everything from its history to the current issues 
ever since watching the 2004 Democratic National 
Convention at home with my dad, a national labor 
union representative with the Utility Workers Union 
of America.
   This summer, my family was given the opportunity 
through my dad’s job to attend the Democratic 
National Convention in Denver.  
   We were granted special credentials to get on to the 
floor of the convention center, which meant that we 
had the same kind of access as the delegates had.  
   Being on the floor gave me the feeling that I 

was actually involved in the democratic process.  I 
was able to feel the energy and the response from 
the crowd when the speakers reached a climactic 
moment in their speech.
   I passed by the CNN news stand that was set up 
on the floor with Wolf Blitzer and Anderson Cooper 
broadcasting live, and thought about all of the times 
I had seen them on TV at home.   
   Many of the speakers told the crowd that it was 
every American’s time to get involved in the political 
process, and that there are many ways to do so, some 
of which don’t take that much time or effort, such as 
putting a campaign sign on your front lawn.
   When I heard that the youngest delegate was 17-
years-old, I realized that there are many political 
opportunities available to high school students that 
most don’t even know about.  
   Even if you don’t want to become a delegate, you 
have the opportunity to work in your community, 
whether it be counting votes at your city clerk’s 
office, or volunteering for your favorite politician’s 
campaign.
   The convention took place over four days, August 
25-28, but for the days leading up to it, Denver was 
preparing for the festivities.  
   The city projected that it would gross as much as 
$200 million in revenues in just the four days of the 
convention.  Taxi cab drivers braced themselves for 
three times as much business as usual.   
   It seemed like overnight, Downtown Denver 
turned into Hollywood, with famous musical groups 
and actors, many of whom were there publically 
supporting Barack Obama. 

   Caroline Kennedy, daughter of President John F. 
Kennedy, was seen shopping on Larimer Square, an 
upscale shopping district in Denver.
   Oprah, Brad Pitt, Ben Affleck, and a host of others 
gathered at Denver’s downtown aquarium for a 
benefit gala.
   At the Pepsi Center, the main stage for the first 
three days of the convention, politicians such as 
Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr., Congressman 
Dennis Kucinich, as well as members of Obama’s 
family spoke during the afternoon and early evening 
hours.
   Wednesday night, will.i.am, Fergie, and the rest 
of the Black Eyed Peas preformed at a $10,000 per 
ticket benefit gala for the Creative Coalition and 
Target, supporting Obama and promoting the arts 
and music in schools.  
   A-list musical guests also preformed during 
the caucuses, as well as at Invesco Field to keep 
delegates and guests occupied for eight hours before 
the primetime politicians spoke.  
   Melissa Etheridge, Stevie Wonder, and Sheryl 
Crow were among the performers and John Legend 
and will.i.am performed their ode to Obama, “Yes 
We Can”, before the senator spoke Thursday night. 
  When I saw the fireworks go off at the end of 
Obama’s speech, and the Bruce Springsteen’s 
“Born in the USA” played, I felt so proud to be an 
American.  
   Whether you are Democrat, Republican, or an 
Independent, realizing that your voice counts and 
that you have the ability to change and influence the 
nation is the most important thing this November.

   Common misconception number one:  the 
administration cares about your text messages. 
   It doesn’t. The fact is, the teachers, the secretaries, 
the APs, and yes, Mr. Piper, all have much, much 
better things to do then read everybody whose phone 
they take’s texts. 
   In a given day, I’m sure an administrator would 
love to have that kind of time to kill. When you have 
to keep track of the education and safety of 1200 
students, you just don’t have the kind of time to 
waste on the petty conversations about who’s going 
to homecoming with who, or where the popular girls 
are buying their dresses.  
   Even if they had the time, they wouldn’t. Because 
that would be an invasion your of privacy. 
   Without any reasonable suspicion of whether or 
not someone’s phone has precise information about 
illegal acts, they can’t legally search your beloved 
text messages anyway. So not only do they not have 
the time to randomly search your text messages, 
they don’t have the legal right. 
   Now, if they were to suspect you of an act illegal 
not only by school rules but governmental rules as 
well, then they can read your text messages, because 
that is worth their time. Which leads us into our next 
misconception.
   Common misconception number two: the 
administration doesn’t have the right to read your 
text messages if they have reasonable suspicion of 
your illegal actions.
   They do.
   And, trying to take your battery out is literally 
giving them said suspicion. 
   Say what you will about how ‘the APs are phone 
Nazis’ or ‘they have no right to check my pot 
dealings’, the fact is, they are simply doing their 
jobs.       
   So here’s some advice for those of you suspected 
of dealing drugs: please, please, PLEASE, have the 
common sense to either delete your incriminating 
text messages or keep your phone in your pocket 
(which happens to be the rule in the first place). 
   Because if you don’t, chances are the administration 
will catch you, and you become just another sob 
story; complaining about your ‘right to privacy’. 
Guess what? If you’re dealing drugs at Seaholm, the 
administration could not care less about your right 
to privacy. 
   The administration does this not to be ‘invasive’. 
The simple truth is that they want to keep the student 
body safe; which leads us to...
   Common misconception number three: the 
administration doesn’t care about your safety. 
   In fact, next to your education, your safety is their 
number one priority. 
   For example, if one Seaholm student sells, say 
heroin, to another Seaholm student, and they 
talked about the deal via text message, and the 
administration took the dealers phone---and didn’t 
check the text messages---if the buyer overdoses the 
parents could slap the district with quite a lawsuit. 
   It is the school’s responsibility to keep each 
and every one of us safe during school hours. It is 
certainly in the school district’s best interest to do 
so, and if reading suspects text messages is part of 
it, that is fine with me. 
   The fact is, if the administration has your 
phone, and they have reasonable suspicion of you 
committing an illegal act, they can and will search 
your text messages. 

Highlander Editorial

Common  
Misconception

Democrats from across the nation gathered at Invesco Field in Denver, in support of Barack Obama                                      Photo by Mari Manoogian
Mari Manoogian
Sports Editor
mmanoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

   When discussing “global warming” there are some facts that should be known. The earth is continuously 
going through cycles of heating and cooling. The cycle ranges from periods of extraordinary heat to 
freezing on a global basis. The earth has been in this cycle since its creation. Furthermore, the idea that 
humans are causing any major climate change is flattering, but it is however completely incorrect and 
even laughable.
   In the last 100 years the average global temperature has risen one degree Fahrenheit. This is a minor 
blip in the history of earth’s climate changes. The main greenhouse gas released by humans that is said 
to cause “global warming” is CO2, which has a Global Warming Potential (GWP) of one. In contrast 
to methane which has a GWP of eleven (eleven times more harmful). Methane is emitted mostly from 
natural sources such as swamps in addition to cow and human byproducts. In fact, most greenhouse 
gasses are released by natural occurrences, and have been fueling the cycle for billions of years. Leading 
to the fact that human life has had little to no effect on climate change.
   Another lesser known aspect of “global warming” is the fiscal ramifications in the form of government 
issued mandates to companies. Specifically we can’t let big government tell financially devastated car 
companies to meet ridiculous fuel and carbon emission standards by a given date. When the technology 
is there it should be implemented, but not at the expense of free market. Free market is one of the 
staples of American greatness it would be a shame to see it tainted by political fiction such as “global 
warming”.
   By this point my position should be very clear, I believe in global climate change as a result of the 
earth’s cycles, which is currently in a heating stage. However on the matter of “global warming” I 
personally believe that it is liberal hogwash for the above stated.

Visit us on the web: seaholmhighlander.com CORRECTION:
In the May 23, 2008 issue, writer Alexa Ebling improperly attributed comments 
from Dr. Katherine Mammel regarding the danger of mixing alcohol and energy 
drinks in her story “Power Trip”.  Mammel was never interviewed for this story.
 Accuracy is essential to our credibility and we apologize for this error

Of all major issues that this generation faces no one is more serious or preventable than global warming. 
According to the San Francisco Chronicle “records show that for the past 50 years or so, the [Earth’s] 
warming trend has sped up -- due, researchers said, to the atmospheric burden of greenhouse gases 
produced by everything industrial, from power plants burning fossil fuels to gas-guzzling cars -- and the 
effects are clear.” People have knows about the dangers of global warming for some time now and have 
already taken tremendous steps to fight pollution. Last year our own school was successful in “going 
green” among other environmental causes. But with eco-crusaders winning noble prizes, the bulk of 
our nation “going green” and most importantly of all: conclusive evidence, why are there still those 
who believe it’s a leftist lie? The answer is that corporations and special interest groups are too cheap to 
take responsibility for the planet. In order to take climate change seriously, industry needs to make huge 
changes; and of course huge changes means more money. As a fiscal conservative myself I understand 
the necessity of free trade, but the steps that need to be made are not political tariffs but a pledge all of 
humanity must make in order to prolong our existence. 
   On the subject of environmentalism’s impact on industry, new reports say that eco-driven businesses 
will have a global niche that could turn America’s economic woes around. According to N.Y. Times 
columnist Thomas L. Freedman’s new book Hot Flat and Crowded “renewable energy driven by 
technology plays to American strengths: great laboratories and entrepreneurs, a start-up culture of risk 
and reward. If the United States gets serious, it will dominate, creating not just jobs but also whole new 
industries.” From the looks of it the global warming “fad” is here to stay and if naysayers were smart, 
they join the bandwagon and start investing.
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License to Party? 

Alexi Knock
Lifestyles Editor
Alexiknock@seaholmhighlander.com

   Advertisements for custom 
beer pong tables, recipes for 
mixed drinks, and pictures 
of young people enjoying 
alcohol. That is what one can 
find on the Make it Eighteen 
website, a link being spread 
around Seaholm via text 
message that advocates for a 
lower drinking age.
   These text messages also 
give the receiver a phone 
number to call in order to vote 
to make the drinking age 18.  
The young voice heard on the 
other end claims that once the 
Make it Eighteen organization 
receives a million votes in 
favor of lowering the drink-
ing age, they will present their 
case to congress. 
   But is this recording a real 
petition or simply a hoax to 
get high school students talk-
ing and parents infuriated?
   Senior Sarah Kanaan was 
shocked to receive the for-
warded text message.
   “At first I thought it was 
a joke but as soon as kids 
started saying it was a real 
thing I called,” Kanaan said.
   John McCardell, a former 
president of Middlebury 
College in Vermont, started a 
movement called the Am-
ethyst Initiative, a petition 
signed by a group of college 
presidents including those of 
Duke, Ohio State, Syracuse, 
and Johns Hopkins.
   McCardell is now direc-
tor of Choose Responsibility 
Inc., a nationwide movement 
whose mission statement 
includes the promotion of 
“general public awareness of 
the dangers of excessive and 
reckless alcohol consumption 
by young adults.”
   “We believe that the 21 year 
old drinking age has caused a 
series of unintentional con-
sequences seen…in people 

under 18 and enrolled in high 
school,” said Grace Kronen-
burg, assistant to the director 
of Choose Responsibility Inc.
   Kronenburg added that 
Choose Responsibility is not 
affiliated with the text mes-
sage phenomenon started 
by the questionable Make it 
Eighteen website.
   “We are in no way advo-

cating a particular policy,” 
Kronenburg said.
   The Amethyst Initiative, 
through Choose Responsibil-
ity Inc., instead supports a 
lower drinking age based on 
a system of education and 
licensing.
   “A mandatory education 
would be required if anyone 
wanted to drink under the 
age of 21. If someone were to 
complete a class they would 
gain a license to purchase, 
possess, and consume alco-
hol after their 18th birthday,” 
Kronenburg said.
   “90 percent of people who 
drink start drinking before 
their 21st birthday,” said 
Kronenburg, “a young person 

is going to try alcohol before 
they’re 21.”
   “I think the percentage is 
that high because kids are 
rebelling against the fact that 
they’re not allowed to drink. 
Parents talk about it to their 
kids in the sense of ‘you bet-
ter not do it,’” said Kanaan, 
“there will always be stupid 
kids, but if you educate them, 

they will be less stupid about 
it and stop trying to be older 
then they are.” 
   “College wont be as shock-
ing and kids wont be put in 
awful situations if they are 
educated and know the affect 
alcohol has on their bodies,” 
said senior David Guenther.
   “We believe a policy like 
this has a lot of promise 
and creates an incentive and 
reward for people between 
the ages of 18 and 20,” said 
Kronenburg, “and would 
affectively, perhaps more af-
fectively than the twenty-one 
year old drinking age, keep 
alcohol out of high schools.”
   Others, like Charley Gil-
lespie of Nationwide Insur-

ance, completely disagree 
with the licensing system 
that the Amethyst Initiative 
proposes.
   “We do not believe that 
lowering the drinking age 
from 18 to 21 is the answer 
to underage drinking,” said 
Gillespie, “it will pass the 
problem right on to the high 
school community.” 

   A large number of students, 
whether they drink or not, 
feel that those who are against 
the Amethyst Initiative are 
not taking the time to realize 
the contradictions with their 
belief. 
   “The government expects us 
to vote for out next president 
and be adults at 18 but then 
holds us back from educat-
ing ourselves about alcohol 
and when to say no. They 
think if you drink you won’t 
be mature with it and just go 
crazy, but then protest against 
a movement that is trying to 
prevent exactly that.” said 
Kanaan
   Senior Sylvie Turner thinks 
the Amethyst Initiative is a 

good way to prevent college 
students from having to deal 
with the consequences of a 
Minor in Possession.
   “There may not be underage 
drinking in college with the 
Amethyst Initiative, but there 
will still be binge drinking,” 
said Gillespie.
   Gillespie, along with Moth-
ers Against Drinking and 

Driving, feel the Amethyst 
Initiative will have the 
exact opposite effect that its 
directors suggest.
   “It is obviously easier for 
a 17 or 16 year old to get 
beer from an 18 year old 
that is still in high school 
than a 21 year old off at 
college,” said Gillespie.
   Hearing this statement, 
Turner disagreed.
   “I would be less likely to 
drink when I was younger 
if the drinking age was 
18,” she said, “twenty-one 
seems so far away that kids 
are tired of waiting and 
rebel early.”
   “I don’t think it will have 
a big effect on students who 
drink now, but it will defi-
nitely affect kids that would 
be growing up under the 
Amethyst Initiative,” said 
senior Robert Washington.

   Senior Richard Washington 
feels that even minors who 
drink now do it in a fairly 
responsible manner.
   “If there’s ever a party 
where kids are drinking, 
everyone always gets home 
safe with designated drivers 
who chose not to drink,” said 
Washington.
   Through all the disputes 
fueled by the Amethyst Initia-
tive, there is one thing both 
parties seem to agree on.
   “The parents’ role is what 
really makes the difference 
and they have the biggest in-
fluence on whether their chil-
dren drink,” said Gillespie.
   Kronenburg feels that par-
ents are faced with an impos-

sible choice over whether or 
not to teach their kids through 
the ‘just say no’ philosophy.
   “Some parents follow the 
tactic of letting their kids 
drink at the dinner table and 
teaching them about the 
responsibilities that come with 
alcohol,” Kronenburg said, 
“which seems like a more 
reasonable and realistic ap-
proach, but it would be break-
ing the law.” 
   The purpose of the Am-
ethyst Initiative is to abort the 
even more dangerous message 
of doing something illegal, 
and for parents to be able to 
teach their 18. year old safe 
methods of alcohol consump-
tion after they have acquired 
the alcohol license.
   The United States has one 
of the highest drinking ages 
in the world, which may add 
to the continual abuse of 
underage drinking. Countries 
like Australia, Italy, Mexico, 
Canada, and dozens more 
have a drinking age of at most 
nineteen.
   Alice Montague, a former 
Seaholm student who is now a 
senior at Carey Baptist Gram-
mar School in Australia, told 
the Highlander her thoughts 
on the drinking age differ-
ences.
   “Most kids in Australia 
drink responsibly. Drinking 
at a young age isn’t so taboo 
here, so it isn’t as exciting for 
kids to drink at a young age,” 
said Montague, “also, it helps 
kids be much more open with 
their parents when it comes 
to sharing their feelings about 
alcohol.”
   Kanaan agreed that hav-
ing a lower drinking age like 
the aforementioned countries 
would help prevent reckless 
behavior in regards to drink-
ing.
   “Everyone else in the world 
has a lower drinking age and 
they seem to be ok with it. I 
feel like America is behind, 
and it’s insulting to the youth 
population.”

MADD estimates 25,000 lives have been saved since the drinking age changed to 21 in 
1982 Image Courtesy of National Institution Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism

A controversial movement known as the Amethyst Initiative petitions to create what its leaders feel 
is a more affective way to deal with underage drinking

University officials propose that if minors take a class on alcohol safety they can obtain a license to drink at age 18  Photo by Celia Nelson
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Remembering Max

Max Hindeling
October 23 1990- August 18 2008
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Senior Rachel Griffin
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Senior Margeau Barnes
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   As any Seaholm athlete 
knows, when playing against 
our crosstown rival, Groves, 
there is always something 
extra on the line.
   This made Thursday, 
September 11, an especially 
triumphant day for Maple 
sports teams, completing a 
three-sport sweep over the 
Falcons.
   Starting at 4:00pm on the 
newly renovated “US Open 
Blue” tennis courts, the 
Seaholm tennis team slipped 
by Groves with a tight 5-
4 win over the visiting 
Falcons.
   Moving to the also newly 
renovated state-of-the 
art swimming pool, the 
Seaholm girls swam away 
from Groves early, leading 
to a convincing 29-point 
victory, 107-78. 
   With the massacre moving 
to the Seaholm gymnasium, 
things did not get any 
better for Groves. Heather 
Lippert, in her first year 
coaching the volleyball 
team, led Seaholm’s girls to 
a convincing 25-19, 25-21, 
25-23 victory over Groves.
   Yeah, not a bad day on the 
Seaholm athletics front, as 
Groves received beatdowns 
coming from all angles.
   On Friday, September 
12, the Seaholm football 
team lost 16-14 to a Stoney 
Creek team that they had no 
business losing to. The game, 
played in sloppy conditions, 
went the same way that the 
rest of the season has gone 
for the Seaholm gridiron 
squad, bad.
   The Maples have lost their 
opening three games by a 
combined score of 83-28, 
losing by a lopsided average 
of nineteen points per-game.
   Frankly, I blame a lot of 
this on coaching.
   For one, Seaholm is running 
the wrong type of offense.
   Could someone tell me why 
Seaholm is running most 
plays out of the shotgun, 
and implementing a spread 
offense?
   “We have nine new starters 
on offense this year,” said 
Seaholm Head Coach Chris 
Fahr, “so there is definitely 
some inexperience.”
   But should an inexperienced 
offense with a brand new 
quarterback be running a 
spread offense and winging 
the ball around the field like 
the Indianapolis Colts?
  Fahr needs to focus more on 
a solid run-game, combined 
with short screen passes and 
dump passes to his most 
effective offensive weapon, 
senior tight end Mitchell 
Kessel.
   The biggest mystery to me 
is why Fahr is not utilizing 
Kessel on every series.
   According to Fahr “it is 
never really one thing, it’s 
just not that simple, our 
entire offense needs to work 
harder in practice.
   I don’t buy that.
   In each of Seaholm’s games 
this season, Kessel’s number 
has been called a handful of 
times in each game, which is 
not close to enough.
   “I am usually double 
covered,” says Kessel.
   O.K., that’s fair, but 
regardless, when you have 
an athlete like Kessel on 
the field, you have to design 
plays that give him a chance 
to go up against smaller 
defenders and battle for the 
football.
   There are simply not enough 
plays being called that get 
the ball into his hands. The 
bottom line is this: Coach 
Fahr needs to look to Kessel 
until the opposition finds 
a way to cover him. We’re 
letting too many teams off 
the hook. 

David Foreman
Sports Writer
DForeman@
seaholmhighlander.com

When describing the recruitment process, the faces of seniors 
Adam Fenton and Mitchell Kessel light up. 
    “They took our measurements, ran a lot of drills,” said Fenton of the 
process.  “They had to see what they were dealing with.”
   For both Fenton and Kessel, recruitment by a Division I university was 
the ideal situation.   
   “It’s easier that way,” said Kessel.
   “It’s a different kind of easy.”
   Fenton was approached by Central Michigan, Eastern Michigan, Buffalo 
University, West Point, and Bowling Green; Kessel by Miami of Ohio, 
Akron University, Eastern Michigan, Buffalo University, Central Michigan, 
and the University of Cincinnati. 
   When it came to the final decision, Fenton chose Central, and Kessel 
chose Cincinnati.  
   “The school was good for me,” said Kessel regarding his choice.   
   “The coaches and facilities were great, the football’s great.”  
    Fenton echoed Kessel’s sentiments, saying, “everything about Central 
just fit for me. That’s why I picked it.”
   Many felt that both Kessel and Fenton deserved the recognition of 
recruitment after four years of hard work in the Seaholm football program.
   “They put in the work physically, on the field, they put in the schoolwork, 
and they put in the effort mentally,” said head coach Chris Fahr. 
   “I’m proud of them.”
   Athletic Director Aaron Frank was equally proud. 
   “I think they’re going to be very successful academically and athletically,” 
said Frank.    “It’s always really exciting to follow them through 
college and beyond, and be able to say we knew them when.”
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Enough 
already, just 
get Kessell 
the ball!

Gridiron stars take it 
to the next level. 
Scholarships await 
seniors Kessell and Fenton 

Seniors Mitch Kessell (left) and Adam Fenton (Right) lock up in a drill

Fenton (Central Michigan) and Kessell (Cincinnati) will play D-I ball 
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   When you think varsity sports at Seaholm, 
you think seasoned veterans who have been 
through the junior varsity and/or freshman 
teams. However, a number of standout 
freshmen, are breaking the mold and starting 
on their varsity teams.
   Reed Davidson (soccer), Paige Neuenfeldt 
and Annie Sevec (volleyball), and Jack 
Howard (cross-country), all freshmen, are on 
their respective Seaholm varsity sports teams. 
This makes for a very bright future for Seaholm 
sports. 
   “We are going to be a great team for four 
years, at least,” said volleyball head coach 
Heather Lippert. “There are even kids in the 8th 
grade that are good that are coming up.”
   The same is true for cross-country freshmen 
standout, Jack Howard, who is the little-brother 
of graduated Seaholm track star Ted Howard.
   “I just look at what my brother accomplished” 
said Jack Howard, “and I set the bar at that.”
   Jack’s time for the 5k is faster than Ted’s was 
when he was a freshman, and Ted went on to set 
the Seaholm record in the same event; which 
means Jack’s running career may surpass that 
of his brother.
   Though some freshmen would have trouble 
adapting to the quick pace and tougher 
opponents on varsity, the same does not seem 
to be true for Seaholm’s freshmen.

   “The level of play is the same to what I’m used 
to,” said Davidson, who plays year-round for 
various travel teams. 
   Some even enjoy the difficulty of varsity.
   “The best part about being on varsity,” said 
Neuenfeldt, “is the competitive games”.
   According to the freshmen, the upperclassmen 

have all been very supportive of them, even, in the 
words of Coach Lippert, “Adopted them as them 
their own”. 
   “They’ve all been really nice” said Sevec of the 
upperclassmen. 
   The next three years are looking good for Seaholm 
varsity sports. 
   “It’s going to be exciting to see how good the 
freshmen will be in a couple of years” said Sevac.
   The whole student body will have the privilege 
of watching as these four athletes progress into the 
seasoned veterans who will bring in a whole new 
batch of freshman prodigies. 

Jack Howard eyes his next race

Reed Davison juggles on the sideline

Making their mark: Freshmen varsity stars
Josh Cohen
Opinion Editor
jcohen@seaholmhighlander.com
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Varsity Football
Overall Record: 0-3
OAA Division Record: 0-2
Last Week: 16-14 Loss @ Stoney 
Creek
This Week: Homecoming Game- 
Friday, September 19th vs. 
Farmington Harrison @7:00pm
Top Returning Players: Seniors 
Jeremy Altman, Brian O’Conner, 
and Mitch Kessell, Junior Jack 
Quigley
Leading Rusher: Robert 
Washington, 40 rushed for 185 
yards.  
Leading Receiver: Mitch Kessell 
8 catches for 35 yards

JV Football
Overall Record: 0-3
OAA Division 1 Record: 0-2
Last Week: 39-6 Loss at Stoney 
Creek
This Week: Thursday September 
18th at Farmington Hills 
Harrison
Player’s Quote: “We’re 
struggling, but we’re showing 
dedication and signs of 
improvement,” said Jeremy 
Edwards

Freshman Football
Overall Record: 1-1-1
OAA Division 1 Record: 1-0-1
Last Week: 7-7 Tie at Stoney 
Creek
This Week: Thursday 
September 18th at Farmington 
Hills Harrison
Player’s Quote: “The season 
is going well, we need to 
continue to execute,” said Shane 
Bowman.

Boys Varsity Soccer
Overall Record: 6-4
OAA Record: 4-2
Last week: Lost Lahser 2-1, 
Lost Andover 1-0, Won North 
Farmington 4-0
This Week: Tuesday at Avondale, 
Thursday vs. Berkley, Saturday at 
Troy
Top Newcomers: Reid Davidson, 
Josh Woods, Alec Hickman
Top Returners: Thor Erickson, 
Will Kane, Chris Mackenzie
Quote: “We have a strong 
team and it’s fun to play with 
such highly skilled players,” 
sophomore Jesse Frank said.

Boys JV Soccer
Overall Record: 0-6-1
OAA Record: 0-4-1
Last Week: Lost Lahser 2-0, 
Lost Andover 3-0, Tie North 
Farmington 0-0
This Week: Tuesday at Avondale, 
Thursday vs. Berkley, Saturday at 
Troy
Top Newcomers: Harry Booth, 
Spencer Rogers
Top Returners: Barclay 
Ouderslyus, Ben Meso, Sergio 
Lanza
Quote: “It’s a work in progress,” 
junior Barclay Ouderslyus said.

Boys Freshman Soccer
Overall Record: 1-2
Last Week: Won Clarkston 4-0
This Week: Monday vs. 
Rochester Adams, Wednesday 
vs. Lake Orion, Saturday at Troy
Top Newcomers: Emilio Lanza, 
Andrew Weiss, Erick Mirandi
Quote: “It was fun,” freshman 
Erick Mirandi said.

Boys Cross Country
Last Week: 4th Brother Rice/ 
West Bloomfield Invitational, 
24th Spartan Invitational
This Week: Monday vs. Groves
Top Newcomers: Jack Howard, 
Zach Demko, Nick Hill
Top Returners: Ryan Petry, 
Austin Stamps, Ben Lewis
Quote: “We’re improving, which 
is good,” head coach Derek 
DiGiovanni said.

Girls Cross Country
Last Week: 3rd Brother Rice/
West Bloomfield Invitational, 
16th Spartan Invitational
This Week: Monday vs. Groves, 
Friday Fraser Invitational
Top Newcomers: Maryann 
Laboe, Lauren Stinson
Top Returners: Alex Mathews, 
Maggie O’Reiley Treter, Ashley 
Harte
Quote: “Times are very well,” 
head coach Jeff Devantier said.

Girls Varsity Golf
Overall Record: 8-1
OAA Division Record: 2-1
Top Returning Players: Seniors 
Alex Lipa, Brooke Selis, Juniors 
Ali Restano, Sarah Norris
Coach’s Quote: “In order to win 
States, the girls have to believe 
in their swings.  If they believe, 
the will succeed”- Coach Leon 
Braisted

Boys Varsity Water Polo
Overall Record: 3-1
OAA Division Record: 3-0
Last Match: 13-4 win vs. Troy 
High 

Football 
team falls 
to 0-3
Sports Briefs


	Page1
	Page2
	Page3
	Page4
	Page5
	Page6
	Page7
	Page8

