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If you ask Ali Hamka, it is his hard work and 
dedication that got him to where he is today.
   Where is he?  Right down the hall, in the 
Assistant Principal office that was most 
recently occupied by Othamian Peterson, last 
year.  He is the new AP designated to 10th 
and 11th grade students.
   Hamka grew up in Dearborn, Michigan, 
a first-generation American from a Middle 
Eastern immigrant family.
   “My family came to this country in the 
late ‘60s,” he said. “You hear a little accent? 
That’s because I speak Arabic.”
   Hamka grew up speaking Arabic at home, 
learning English only once he started school.
   “Back then I watched a lot of He Man, I 
watched a lot of Thundercats, Duck Tales, 
things like that…a lot of Sesame Street, Nick-
elodeon. And you learn,” he said.
   Hamka is a graduate of Fordson High 
School in Dearborn, class of 1998, and of 
Wayne State University. He is the first of his 
siblings to attain a degree.
   He has previously worked as a Social Stud-
ies teacher at Stoney Creek High School and 
an Assistant Principal at Hart Middle School 
in Rochester, MI.  
   “This is my second [administrative posi-
tion],” he said. “But before all of this educa-

tion thing came together, I was a business 
owner.  I’m a custom tailor…. That’s what I 
used to do.”
   Tailoring was the family business, Hamka 
said.  It was something he learned from his 
father at an early age.
   “[My father] said ‘Ali, I don’t want you 
to work for anybody. So until you get your 
degree and you start working using your de-
gree, I don’t want you working for anybody, I 
want you to be your own boss.’  So I invested 
in the business, I opened a clothing store, I 
did well for myself,” he said.
   But after four years of working 15 hour 
days, running a clothing store and attending 
community college, Hamka had to choose a 
path.
   “So either I stayed with the business or I 
took [the presidential scholarship he was of-
fered by Wayne State],” Hamka said.  “And I 
took the scholarship.”
   He chose to continue his education, he 
said, because, while he liked being a tailor, 
he had found his passion in education.
   “You have to love what you do…. It was 
actually my social studies teacher at Fordson 
High School, there’s two of them, who really 
turned me on to education,” he said. “I saw 
myself doing what they did…. It was always 
in my head, it was just about putting it into 
play.”
  And “putting it into play” required more 
hard work.
   “It’s what made me today: hard work and 
dedication.  Good things don’t come to those 
who wait; good things come to those who 
hustle,” he said. “You can wait, but no one’s 
gonna hand you a job. No one’s gonna say 
‘here’s a six-figure salary.’  You have to go 
out there and get it, because there are a lot of 
people who want that job.”
   And, though he didn’t end up taking over 
the family business, Hamka said he credits 
much of his success to his father.
   “The work ethic is from my father,” he said. 
“If you need me to work 24 hours, it’s a done 
deal.  You don’t have to ask me again about 
it… I guarantee you it’s gonna get done.”
   Looking forward, Hamka already has high 
hopes for advancements within the school.
   “Taking the high school from what it used 
to be, so traditional, to make it more student-
centered, where students drive curriculum 
and test scores,” he said. “Not just standard-
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Senior running back #16 Nick Vestevich runs the ball against the Avondale 

Yellow Jackets. The Maples went on to win the game 56-28. 

At a Glance

   When students walked into classrooms the 
first day, many things appeared the same 
way they did last year- motivational post-
ers still hung on the walls, the white board 
still stood in the front of the room, and the 
teacher’s desk still sat in the corner.
   However, there was one key difference.
   The American Flag. 
   As designated by House Bill 4934, all 
Michigan public schools must give students 
an opportunity to recite the pledge on a daily 
basis. 

   In addition, Senate Bill 637 requires that 
an American flag be hung in all classrooms 
where the pledge is recited.
   According to assistant superintendent Paul 
DeAngelis, 43 states have adopted this same 
policy.
   So, how did the nation’s attempt at in-
creased patriotism translate in Seaholm? 
   According to a Highlander survey, 96% 
of students said that they have yet to recite 
the pledge or see another student recite the 
pledge during the designated time. 
   ‘’Personally I am pretty patriotic, but I 

think it’s a waste of valuable class time and 
you should do it at home if you really want 
to, “sophomore Alex Pederson said. 
   While the pledge doesn’t appear to be a 
meaningful occurrence for today’s Seaholm 
students, this was not always the case.
   According to a Highlander survey 88% of 
students said that they remember reciting 
the pledge in their elementary school class-
rooms on a daily basis.
   That fact that the pledge was once such an 
instrumental part of daily activities begs the 
question.
   What happened? 
   According to Principal Dee Barash, the 
pledge seemed to slip off the radar without 
much student or staff notice.
   “Even in my school in Ohio, we recited the 
pledge once a week,” Barash said.
   Barash said that once she arrived from 
Seaholm, a daily Pledge of Allegiance time 
was not her  first priority.
  “It’s just not something I thought of,” 
Barash said, “I had other priorities.” 
   Like Barash, Pederson said that reciting 
the pledge should not be on top of a school’s 
to-do list. 
   According to Pederson, the pledge can be 
recited at home, while school work needs to 
be prioritized at school. 
   With 96% sitting out of reciting the pledge, 
the administration has decided to let stu-
dents make a personal decision in respect to 
the pledge.
   “It’s a sensitive topic and there is a lot that 
is protected under free speech,” Barash said.
   According to Barash, unlike many other 
school districts, there have not been any 
strong reactions for or against the Pledge of 
Allegiance at Seaholm.

“It’s a waste of valuable 
class time and you should 
do it at home if you really 

want to”  

- Alex Pederson

“I think the reason we don’t get a lot of feed-
back is because we allow students to make 
the choice,” Barash said.
   Although the vast majority of students do 
not want to participate in the pledge, 100% 
of students surveyed said that they would 
not look negatively upon those who decide to 
recite it. 
   Senior Kenji Johnson said that Seaholm’s 
approach to the Pledge of Allegiance is an 
ideal situation.
“Yes there should be an opportunity to recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance,” Johnson said.  
“It’s our country’s right to, and it shouldn’t 
be mandatory, but if you choose to you can. 
If you don’t want to, just respectively stay 
silent.” 

96% of students said they 
choose not to recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance

88% of students said they 
recited the pledge on a daily basis 
in elementary school 

96% of students said they felt 
no personal connection to the 
Pledge of Allegiance
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A full varsity football schedule of upcoming games as well as 
analysis of the Avondale game can be viewed on page 8 
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ACTing to Improve

Graph By Claire Markley
The national average, state average, average U of M acceptance, average MSU acceptance, 
average for Seaholm’s class of 2013, and Seaholm’s projected ACT scores for reading.

Nerad’s
Stragetic 
Plan Goals
   In Superintendent 
Daniel Nerad’s sec-
ond year in the Bir-
mingham School 
District, he’s created 
a set of goals and ex-
plains why he wants 
to achieve them.

World 
Academic 
Excellence for 
All Goal:
All BPS learners will 
continually excel in 
a learning environ-
ment that is engag-
ing, global, and 
free of achievement 
gaps.

Curriculum, 
Instruction and 
Assessment 
Goal:
Birmingham Public 
Schools will engage 
every learner, every 
day, in every way, 
through a world 
class education to 
discover their pas-
sions and unleash 
their potential to be 
successful and con-
tributing members 
of their communi-
ties.

Positive 
Culture and 
Community 
Goal:
All BPS learners will 
demonstate empa-
thy for every human 
being, and as ethi-
cal leaders, embrace 
opportunities that 
positively impact the 
world.

Organizational 
Structure Goal:
BPS will pioneer 
the most dynamic 
educational envi-
ronment that con-
tinually transcends 
boundaries to create 
unlimited opportu-
nities and innovate 
methods of teaching 
and learning.

  A ranking of fifth in the state would sug-
gest that most Seaholm students test well. 
However, the administration and the teachers 
are working towards overall improvement in 
standardized testing scores.
During a two day professional development 
session, teachers discussed goals to aim for in 
the upcoming year of ACT testing.
“They’ve involved the leadership teams within 
their buildings in understanding the goals and 
defining the direction that is goingto be taken 
to improve learning,” Superintendent Daniel 
Nerad said.
This year, the one of Seaholm’s GAN (Greatest 
Area of Need) was improving ACT goals. The 
new SMART (Specific, Measurable, Attain-
able, Results based, Time orientated) goal 
is to impact students’ reading over a three 
year plan that is being developed by teams of 
teachers. 
“Periodically every school has to be accred-
ited and so you go through an accreditation 
process and part of that is identifying any area 
that has GAN,” Assistant Principal Deb Boyer 
said.“And so what we’re looking at is improv-
ing reading. You do different kinds of reading 
in different subject areas but reading should 
help across the spectrum toward our school 
improvement goal.”
According to Principal Dee Barash, a common 

problem for Seaholm students 
is that they take too long read-
ing and have to rush to finish, 
sacrificing accuracy.
“Sometimes what trips you 
up in science or math and 
the English part too is actu-
ally the reading,” Barash 
said.“Especially if you’re a 
slow reader. You run out of 
time.”
These new SMART goals 
are not just focused towards 
improvement for the ACT, 
they also help to prepare for 
the MME, PLAN, and Explore 
tests.
“When we look at our GAN, 
we examine data. And really 
what we did was look at data 
(plan scores, explore scores, 
ACT scores) to see where we 
needed to improve,” Boyer 
said.“Now relatively speak-
ing, we do well in all of those 
areas, but there’s always room 
for improvement.”
Barash said that another part 
of the new goals is getting ev-
ery student to around a 21 or 
22, which is the reading cutoff 
score for most colleges.

Esther Seawell
News Editor
eseawell.shshighlander@gmail.com

““The purpose is college reading ready. We 
want to get everybody to that 21-22,” Barash 
said. “That’s probably the lowest you’re going 
to score in reading that’s really going to get 
you into a good school.”
The class of 2013’s average ACT score was a 
25.1 and the exact number for 2014 isn’t in, 
however Barash said that it was a little bit 
lower.
“We always worry about students not taking 
the MME seriously, but I don’t think that 
happens because we really have been looking 
at the MME scores and the kids who should 
do well typically do well,” Barash said.
Nerad thinks that all standardized testing 
opportunities are an important part of the 
Birmingham school district.
“It is an important opportunity for young 
people to participate in. What we need to 
ensure is every student has that opportunity 
to take the ACT,” Nerad said.”So this district 
has kind of committed to the assessments 
that prepare for the ACT (PLAN, Explore). 
That’s a good thing.”
Teachers will look at the best research based 
practice to improve scores and implement 
these techniques in the classroom that will 
get all students to the 21-22 area, according 
to Barash.
“Focus on learning improvement for every-
body, while we eliminate these achievement 
gaps,” Nerad said.
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   On Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4, there were class 
assemblies for each grade. 
Seaholm Principal Dee 
Barash and Assistant Prin-
cipals Deb Boyer and Ali 
Hamka reminded students 
of existing rules and in-
formed them of some 
changes for the 2013-14 
school year.
   For upperclassmen, secu-
rity guards will be check-
ing ID's at the doors during 
lunch to verify grade level. 
They will be looking for the 
yellow and maroon cards of 
upperclassmen.
   This year, there will be 
modifications made to field 
day. There will be hallway 
decorating the Sunday be-
fore spirit week. There will 
also be a parade open to the 
community on Thursday, 
October 17.
   Students must remember 
to follow the honor code, 
obey the cell phone policy, 
and not be late or have un-
excused absences. Detective 
Jerry Hall reminded stu-
dents not to give in to peer 
pressure or post “risky” 
pictures online. 
   Sherree Wilson, the crisis 
counselor at Seaholm and 
Groves, reminded students 
of her presence in both 
schools and invited them to 
visit her if they have any-
thing they feel they need to 
discuss.
   Refer to the 2013-14 
Student Handbook online 
for a thorough explanation 
of policy.

Claire Markley
Staff Writer
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com

New Year, 
New Rules

Hamka 
Cont. from page  1

Photo By Kendall Hitch
Hamka poses in his new 
office.

BPS Settles Lawsuit: 
Repayment Program

   Following the lawsuit (Kelly 
et al v Birmingham Public 
Schools) earlier this year, the 
Birmingham Public School 
District has agreed to contin-
ue the voluntary repayment 
program. This will be applica-
ble to certain fees which could 
be considered “improper” 
during the 2010-2011, 2011-
2012, and 2012-2013 school 
years.
    An email was sent to all 
parents in the Birmingham 
School System, attached was 
a copy of the voluntary repay-
ment plan.
   BPS will also pay Plaintiffs’ 
attorneys $10,000 for at-
torney fees and other costs. 
The named Plaintiffs’ will not 
recieve compensation, upon 
their request.
   The school district insisted 
that the actions were not 
in violation, however they 

Esther Seawell
News Editor
eseawell.shshighlander@gmail.com

For More Information 
Visit:
http://birmingham.k12.mi.us/
modules/groups/homepagefiles/
cms/1613447/File/Notice%20
of%20class%20action%20law-
suit%20and%20settlement.pdf

agreed to settle the lawsuit so that they 
can “focus on educating its students,” ac-
cording to The Class Action Lawsuit And 
Settlement.
   From now on, the Settlement also 
states that BPS will follow the guidelines 
issued by the Michigan Department of 
Education.
   Not all items are included in this 
repayment program. Locks were avail-
able for purchase, but students were not 
forced to buy them.
   According to Principal Dee Barash, 
items such as planners could have been 
given out this year. The reason they were 
not was because of the cost issue. 
   “Because I had no way to know exactly 
how many students would purchase a 
planner, we chose not to print them as 
it would be an unnecessary expense,” 
Barash said.

ized tests.  I know the ACT 
is important… but we’re not 
only teaching you how to take 
tests, we need to teach you 
how to be global citizens.  
And you don’t need a 36 on 
the ACT to be a competitive 
part of the market.”
   He also said that he’s excit-
ed to build relationships with 
students and staff members 
this school year.
   “I’m the new guy, so it’s an 
exciting time,” he said. “So 
I’m open to anything… any-
thing and everything works 
for me, as long as it’s stu-
dent-centered, and students 
are supported.”
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The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
sponsored, content and production is student 
directed and not subject to prior review. Our aim is 
to provide an accurate report and a free exchange of 
viewpoints in relation to interests and concerns that 
affect the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room G107, 
Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
viewpoint of the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest editorials are 
welcomed. All such editorials and other features will 
be attributed to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes 
all opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback 
from the Seaholm community. We request all letters 
be sent to: tips@seaholmhighlander.com, delivered 
in person to room G107 or mailed to the following 

address: 
The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all letters for 
the sake of brevity. All letters must be attributed by 
name to be considered for publication. The final 
decision of whether the material is to be published 
will be left up to the editorial board.
Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may accept 
advertising. Acceptance or rejection of advertising 
is within purview of the publication staff, which 
may accept any ads except those for products 
or services that are illegal for all students. Ads 
for political candidates and ballot issues may be 
accepted; however the community is encouraged to 
solicit ads from all sides.
Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
Highlander is committed to covering all issues 

Ernest W. Seaholm Highlander
objectively, without bias, with an acute attention to 
detail. Factual errors will be corrected for reader 
clarification in the following issue. If we have erred, 
please let us know.
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   Every September brings the same ques-
tions from parents to their kids about school. 
Concerned or curious, they ask their kids how 
their day went, how their teachers are, or what 
they are learning in class, but they might not 
ask much more than that.
   Becky Brady, a mother of three in the Bir-
mingham Public Schools district and a former 
elementary school teacher, wanted to change 
that. She organized BPS ParentCamp 2013: 
The ‘Unconference’ in hopes of getting more 
parents involved in what is happening in the 
district’s community. 
   “I believe strongly in educating our parents 
about school matters, and unfortunately the 
traditional methods of PTA meetings and 
School Board meetings are not utilized by all,” 
Brady said. “This opportunity to bring a day 
of open conversations on topics that concern 
our parents and bring everyone together is a 
concept I believe would be welcomed in our 
community.”
   According to edutopia.org, an ‘Unconfer-
ence’ is different than a traditional conference. 
Unlike traditional conferences, the ‘Unconfer-
ence’ is broken down into smaller groups for 
face-to-face discussions with experts, such as 
BPS Superintendent Doctor Dan Nerad and 
Seaholm Principal Dee Barash. The partici-

BPS to Host an ‘Unconference’
McKenna Ross
Page design Editor
mross.shshighlander@gmail.com

 Photo By Doctor Joe Mazza
Parents listen and discuss educational

 issues at ParentCamp in  Knapp Elementary.

Kendall Hitch 
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

   35 weeks, 175 days, 1,269 
hours- no matter how it’s bro-
ken down, each school year 
brings a large part of a high 
school student’s life is spent 
in the classroom.
   According to assistant 
principal Deb Boyer, the fear 
of a student being limited, 
restricted, and uninterested in 
school is not uncommon.
   Boyer said she spoke to a 
family considering Seaholm 
for their student. Their main 
concern was that their student 
would be forced into set 
curriculum rather than their 
own unique choices.  Boyer 
told the family that Seaholm 
would offer a variety of op-
tions for their student. 
   “We individualize. You tell 
us what you want and what 
your goals are,” Boyer said. 
   Principal Dee Barash also 
said that Seaholm tries to 
remain as flexible as possible, 
but sometimes requirements 
and scheduling get in the way 
of every student having their 
ideal class schedule.
   “Some things are just non-
negotiable,” Barash said. 
“There are certain require-
ments set by the state of 
Michigan.” 
   According to Barash, 
Seaholm works hard to ensure 
that all students meet their 
graduation requirements. 
However, they still try to re-
main open-minded about how 
students would like to fulfill 
these credits.
   “You have to have some type 
of fine arts elective,” Barash 
said. “We are very lenient on 
what that could be.” 
   Barash said that once stu-
dents fulfill basic graduation 
requirements, their schedule 
is mainly their decision. 
   “You have a lot of say in 
choosing classes after these 
requirements,” Barash said. 
   According to Barash, the 
role students have in choos-
ing their classes at Seaholm 
is often greater than in other 
policies she has seen.
   “There are a lot of schools 

Students Speak Up

pant-driven meeting helps create networks 
and lead to a better sense of community.
   According to edutopia.org, this is the first 
time that Birmingham Public Schools has 
done the event. It has only been done once at 
Knapp Elementary School in Lansdale, Penn-

sylvania. It had 27 discussion sessions and has 
had more involvement from local parents. 
   Brady’s main goal of ParentCamp is to better 
involve parents in the educational process and 
to give them a chance to learn directly from 
administrators in the district. 

   “My main goal is to start to build stron-
ger relationships between our parents and 
administrators, and for all to come away with 
the idea that we are all working for the best 
opportunities for our kids so they can be suc-
cessful,” Brady said. 
   Parents are not the only people looking 
forward to the event. Deputy Superintendent 
of BPS Paul DeAngelis also feels positive.
   “This is an amazing opportunity to continue 
the tradition of involving our parents as part-
ners in educating children,” DeAngelis said. 
“This event, because of its unique format, 
will allow for great dialogue and interacting 
between many stakeholders.”
   Julie Wells, a parent in the district, said 
she has always tried to involve herself in her 
daughters’ education. 
   “It’s important to always get involved in 
your kid’s education,” Wells said. “I haven’t 
heard of [ParentCamp], but if I knew more 
about it I would think about it.”
   ParentCamp has a Wiki site and is in the 
process of creating a Facebook page. There is 
a twitter account at @BPSParentCamp13 and 
it was advertised with posters at Curriculum 
Nights in the district. 
   The event will be on September 28, begin-
ning at 7:30 AM and ending at noon. It will 
be held at 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly 
Hills, adjacent to Groves High School. To 
sign up, go to bpsparentcamp2013.event-
brite.com. Registration is free.

Positive Reaction to Parking Lot

   The recently paved parking 
lot has been turning heads 
in the Seaholm community 
lately, but for all the right 
reasons.  Seaholm has met 
the demand for parking 
spaces with stricter parking 
pass regulations and a new 
parking lot design. 
    “I have not had a single 
student come in and say 

Theresa Ross
Staff Writer
tross.shshighlander@gmail.com

they couldn’t find a place to 
park in the lot and have a 
pass,” Seaholm Principal Dee 
Barash said. 
    The response to the 
transformed lot has been 
mostly positive, even with the 
slower flow of traffic. With 
stop signs and cinderblocks, 
the new lot forces students 
to slow down and be more 
attentive.   
   The current lack of space in 

that will tell you what path you 
will take,” Barash said. 
   Barash said an example of 
this is the math program at 
Seaholm.
   “We have a sophomore tak-
ing AP calculus this year,” 
Barash said. “Many schools 
wouldn’t let you do that.” 
   Junior Savannah Wiseman 
said that the idea of students 
choosing which level of a class 
is best for them is important 
to her.
   “I think students should 
have a more prominent role 
[in choosing their curriculum] 
because they’re the ones who 
are doing the learning and they 
know what works for them and 
what doesn’t, “Wiseman said. 
   According to Boyer, it’s 
important that students get to 
know their counselor so they 
can assure their curriculum 
meets their personal goals. 
   “Your counselor can be as 
good a friend as you want to 
you over these four years,” 
Boyer said. 
   Boyer said that the counsel-
ors are in place to work with 
students on a highly individu-
alized basis.
    You can go to your counselor 
and tell your counselor which 
schools you want to get in and 
they can tell you which courses 
you will need to have on your 
transcript,” Boyer said. 
   Boyer said that the school is 
also not afraid to step in when 
a student’s goals seems too 
unrealistic. 
   “If you tell me you want to go 
to med school and can’t pass 
a math or science class to save 
your life, we’re probably going 
to talk,” Boyer said. 
   Like Boyer, Senior Zoe Frank 
said that it is essential that 
each student is able to follow 
their own interests and set 
their own goals.
   “[The curriculum] should 
be what they enjoy. I think it 
should be a separate curricu-
lum for students based on their 
interests, “Frank said.
   Barash said that ultimately 
she wants to ensure Seaholm is 
giving students a path to their 
own success. 
   “We don’t hold you back,” 

Barash said.

the lot will soon be alleviated 
as construction in the Annex 
behind the teacher lot 
finishes.  Though construction 
equipment presently takes 
up the spaces reserved for 
students, as the construction 
ends students will have the 
ability to park in the back 
of the teacher lot, near the 
tennis courts. 
   With increased security, 
parking passes have become 
crucial in the student parking 
lot. After restricted parking 
pass sales, every student with 

a pass should not only have 
a spot, but be displaying 
their parking pass. 
   “Once this week settles 
down, and we get the 
teachers in their spot and 
the students in the right 
spaces, then we will start to 
police the tags and match 
the cars, because we made 
you turn in registration, 
so we can make sure that 
the car you said would be 
parked in lot is parked in 
the lot,” Barash said. 

Bottlemania author Elizabeth 
Royte is set to visit Seaholm on 
September 16. She will be here all 
day to discuss the school’s theme 
for the year, sustainability. There 
will be two assemblies. The sched-
ule is not yet set, but students with 
Groves classes will stay at Seaholm.

Photo Couresty of Seaholm’s website

Cover for the book Bottlemania
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A Learning Experience for All

There is variety in the menu 
from lighter fare to heavier 
dishes. A classic favorite on 
the menu is the Steak Frites. 
However, when looking fur-
ther into Bistro Joe’s menu 
it’s easy to realize how “glob-
ally inspired”, as said on their 

   Looking for a new hot spot 
to eat? This “globally in-
spired” restaurant is sure to 
spice up any foodie’s usual 
restaurant cycle. After a few 
months of construction the 
new, hip restaurant, Bistro 
Joe’s, opened June 18th.
   Bistro Joe’s décor is very 
chic. The trendy vibe radiated 
through the succulents on 
each table, chalkboard signs, 
even the wooden slab bar. The 
entire upstairs of Bistro Joe’s 
is sheltered from the market 
of Papa Joe’s, making it easy 
to forget the bar and restau-
rant is hoisted above a grocery 
store.
   The restaurant’s balcony 
overlooks Woodward; the 
fresh air, leather booths, and 
friendly servers create a great 
ambience. Walking around 
the restaurant is a bit tight 
though, and one finds him or 
herself bumping into servers 
when not seated. 
   The food is à la carte at Bis-
tro Joe’s, and entrees range 

Small
Schools

with
Big

Perks

   Around this time of 
year, seniors are getting 
ready to apply for col-
leges and visit campuses. 
At Seaholm, it seems like 
everyone’s top choice 
is Michigan, Michigan 
State, or even both. Last 
year 97 of the graduated 
seniors went to one of 
those schools. But why 
do students feel the need 
to go to such a big school 
with so many their high 
school classmates, as 
opposed to a smaller 
college where they could 
get more of the typical 
experience?
   Small colleges have a 
lot more benefits than 
most people think. Small 
colleges often award 
scholarships to students 
who aren’t scholar stu-
dents or top athletes. 
According to scholar-
ships.com, “While [col-
leges] do consider your 
GPA, the minimum may 
be 2.5, rather than 4.0.” 
Smaller colleges also 
have a tendency to give 
out less money, but to 
more students.  Albion 
College awards merit 
scholarships of more 
than $40,000 as soon as 
applicants are accepted.
   Another perk of small 
colleges is the oppor-
tunity to form closer 
bonds with both teachers 
and students. In a lec-
ture with 600 people, it 
would be hard to get to 
know the teacher. Fewer 
students allow for bet-
ter student to teacher 
relationships. This is 
extremely useful if you 
need help in a class or 
a job recommendation 
later on. There would 
also be fewer students 
with the same interests 
as you so you’ll get to 
know most if not all of 
them. 
   Small colleges are es-
pecially useful to con-
sider if you want to get 
a fresh start. Compared 
to schools like MSU and 
U of M, the possibility 
of seeing someone from 
high school decreases, 
which is exciting if you’re 
like me and can’t wait 
to begin a new life away 
from Birmingham. If 
you don’t know as many 
people going into col-
lege, you’ll make new 
friends, join new clubs, 
something. Without 
the pressure from high 
school peers, you might 
be more motivated to 
just be yourself.
   So basically, don’t rule 
out small colleges. Just 
because it doesn’t carry 
the same prestigious 
name doesn’t mean that 
it’s a total dump. If you 
prefer being a big fish 
in a small pond then a 
larger college isn’t the 
place for you. After all, 
it’s what you make of 
your college experience 
that matters, not just 
where you attend.

from $13-$40 on the dinner 
menu.  For lunch it is $12-18 
for one’s choice of entrée.  
Bistro Joe’s serves a plethora 
of different types of food.  
   The offerings at Bistro Joe’s 
are well prepared and por-
tions are pretty generous. 

Meghan Flynn
Student Life Editor
mflynn.shshighlander@gmail.com

website, the restaurant truly 
is. Some other key dishes 
are the wood fried salmon, 
prosciutto flatbread, the Black 
Angus sliders, the kale barley 
salad, the Oysters, and many 
many more.
    However, don’t be con-

Photo Courtesy Of Bistro Joe’s
Bistro Joe’s seating overlooking Papa Joe’s market. The menu and atmosphere are unique.

Esther Seawell
News Editor
eseawell.shshighlander@gmail.com

fused, Bistro Joe’s is not a 
recommended lunch spot 
for Seaholm students.  Even 
with their speedy service and 
great food, this is not a Honey 
Tree or Cosi type restaurant. 
The food took about 20-30 
minutes to be cooked and 
served and there was a wait to 
be seated. This eatery is most 
comparable to Social, making 
this a go to dinner or weekend 
lunch spot.
   Bistro Joe’s is located in the 
upper level of Papa Joe’s on 
Woodward between 14 and 15 
mile. It opens for lunch and 
then closes down during the 
afternoon, reopening for the 
evening. Here are Bistro Joe’s 
hours below.

Lunch:  
11:30 am- 3:00 pm Mon - Fri

Supper:  
5:30 pm-10:00 pm Mon - 
Wed

Supper:   
5:30 pm - 11:00 pm Thur, Fri 
& Sat 

Supper:  
 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm Sunday

5 Big Changes at Somerset

Content by Meghan Flynn
Graphics by Esther Seawell

Bistro Joe’s: Best Location, Delicious Food

began, students from all four 
grades were interacting on 
social media sites like Twit-
ter and Facebook, discussing 
Bottlemania.
   However, the discussion was 
not all positive.  
   This is where this summer’s 

school-wide reading as-
signment falls short.  While 
good in theory, the execution 
could have been improved.
   Bottlemania addresses an 
important issue, the packag-
ing and sale of a commodity, 
water, which should be avail-
able to everyone.  However, 
the student body would have 
been better served by a book 
that addressed an issue more 
relevant to their everyday 
lives.  
   A better choice would have 
been a book that highlighted 
character education and 
encouraged the acceptance 
of others, something more 
applicable to a student’s daily 
experience at Seaholm. 
   Discussing something 
that affects students more 
directly would have engaged 
students more and encour-

   Four grades of Seaholm 
students spent the summer 
stressing, dreading, and ago-
nizing over one thing: Bottle-
mania. 
   A unified, school-wide 
summer reading assignment, 
especially one based around 
an important issue, is a good 
idea in theory.  It allows the 
whole student body to come 
together to get behind an is-
sue, breaking down the rigid 
barriers between grades.  
   After all, Seaholm is a large 
school, and should encourage 
interaction among its entire 
student body as much as pos-
sible.  Like other school-wide 
activities (think Field Day 
or Homecoming), a single 
summer reading assignment 
promotes a sense of commu-
nity throughout the school.  
   Even before the school year 

aged an ownership of the 
issue discussed.  This would 
also promote more thoughtful 
discussion among students.
   Not only would students be 
more invested in the assign-
ment, but discussions about 
character education would 
encourage a climate of toler-
ance and kindness within the 
school.  
   Another viable solution is 
to allow students more input 
on which book they will be 
reading, and what issue they 
will be dealing with.  Though 
there was one student on 
the committee that selected 
Bottlemania, it would be more 
effective if a wider range of 
student opinions were able to 
be heard, through a school-
wide vote.
   When students feel their 
voices are being heard, they 

Discussing 
something that 
affects students 
more directly 
would have 

engaged students 
more and 

encouraged an 
ownership of the 
issue discussed.

will be more engaged and in-
vested in the assignment and 
discussion.

However, the 
student body would 

have been better 
served by a book 

that addressed an 
issue more relevant 

to their everyday 
lives.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES

SELENA GOMEZ as The Kid in Warner Bros. Pictures and Dark Castle Entertainment’s ac-
tion thriller “GETAWAY,”a warner Bros. Pictures release.  

Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

Getaway Encourages A Getaway From This Movie 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:
Why do you think we read Bottlemania?

“To promote awareness of where our 
bottled water truly comes from and how it 
can hurt the Earth.”
  - Senior Fiona Fay

“To have us read something different.” 
- Junior Emma Lietz

“To keep the public informed about the 
dangers of bottled water.”
  - Sophomore Peter Emmons

“Somebody told me because the author is 
coming.” 

- Freshman Mitchell Moore

So,You Have Two Hours To Kill?

Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

   The clock is ticking yet everything around 
you seems like a drag. Your boredom is driv-
ing you insane and with two hours to kill you 
have no idea what to do. No worries, The 
Highlander presents three fun ideas to get 
your nights rolling. Ditch Downtown Bir-
mingham and make your way to Royal Oak. 
    Participate in teatime; make Royal Oak’s 
Goldfish Tea Cafe, at 117 4th Street your new 
destination location. 
   Goldfish Tea Café’s live music performances 
from seven to nine PM will help enhance 
your Friday nights and enjoy those dreaded 
Sundays. 
   This vibrant teahouse imports more than 40 
premium loose-leaf teas directly from China. 
Your selection of tea is offered either through 
cup, pot, or in sealed pouches you can take 
home with you.
   This teahouse offers free tea tastings and 
neat tea facts. 
   The Chai Latte is a personal favorite of 
mine. This hot tea’s creamy, sweet, and spicy 
combination make it a flavor to savor, and is 
perfect for facing this fall’s chilly tempera-
tures. 
   If you’re not into tea, they also offer sand-
wiches, salads and pastries. 
  While you enjoy your tea, make your way to 
the back of this teahouse and you’ll find an 
impressive collection of board games.  
  The dimly lit lighting makes this teahouse an 
inviting area, while its small tea accessorized-
corners and decorative Chinese artwork make 
it a sight to see.
   Goldfish Tea Cafe never ceases to disap-
point.

Monisha Gowda
Opinion Editor 
mgowda.shshighlander@gmail.com

   Go shopping. 
   The Lost and Found Vintage Store, on 510 
South Washington Avenue guarantees a great 
night out. 
   Shopping through the racks of this cool 
vintage store is similar to “treasure hunting.” 
Finding that one perfect piece of clothing, 
and noticing it’s reasonable pricing makes 
your shopping seem no less than a discovery. 
   Unlike your regular departmental stores, 
The Lost and Found Vintage Store abounds 
in textures, whimsical colors, designs and has 
an interesting boot collection.
   The minute you enter this store, retro 70s 
music can be heard playing in the back-
ground, while your eyes are drawn to the 
front.
   Small intricate knick-knacks, walls of 
vintage belts and crafted designed jewelry 
lay displayed in the storefront’s vast 3,500 
square feet. 
   The store’s collection doesn’t end there. 
   The Lost and Found Vintage Store features 
two more levels that are separated by men 
and women’s compartments. These levels 
are stocked with clothing designed from the 
1900s-1980s.
   The Lost and Found Vintage Store’s unique 
items are reasonably priced and a great way 
to start a new collection. 
   Get some grub. 
   What Crêpe located on 317 S. Washington 
Avenue, is a great way to mix up your daily 
cuisine with some friends. 
   This quaint European-intimate restaurant 
was actually inspired by it’s original store in 
Brittany, France
   What Crêpe offers 50 delectable varieties, 
ranging from savory, sweet, vegetarian, and 
vegan. They serve breakfast, lunch and din-

ner.
   The crêpes’ presentation will immediately 
have you impressed. Its outer appearance looks 
so perfect that you don’t want to touch it. Some 
could say its instagram worthy. 
   What Crêpe’s original restaurant is in Royal 
Oak, but also has a location in Birmingham.  
   The crêpe filling is mouth-watering and 
when paired with its outer thin dough creates a 
tempting bite.
   The restaurant’s ambience reflects its intimate 
atmosphere.
   Your eyes are immediately taken aback to the 
deep maroons and blacks painted on the walls, 
playful mismatched seating and metal framing 
that adorns the front.
   While, What Crêpe offers exceptional taste 
and provides sophisticated design it leans to-
wards a middle-high price range.

Photo By yelp.com
Royal Oak’s What Crêpe? presents their Garlic 

Parmesan Crusted Smoked Salmon Crepe.

   Stop complaining.
   We’ve all heard it before. But seri-
ously Seaholm, the whining really 
needs to be cut down.
   Sure, everybody does it, and they 
should. No one is expected to be 
happy all the time.  But when nega-
tive comments are the substance of 
the majority of conversations and 
social media posts, something needs 
to change. 
   For the past month it’s been just 
about impossible to go on twitter 
without seeing at least one tweet 
voicing the ever-horrifying, outra-
geous task of reading a 272 page 
book over the twelve weeks of sum-
mer vacation. 
   The irony that students find this 
such a daunting task is high. Many 
Seaholm students pride themselves 
on finishing a Harry Potter book, 
often times 700 plus pages, in a 
matter of two to three days. 
   The reality is that while reading a 
nonfiction book may not be on top 
of everyone’s summer agenda, life is 
going to require everyone to do hun-
dreds if not thousands of things that 
they don’t particularly want to do. 
   While some teachers and parents 
might say that whining is a product 
of laziness, this simply isn’t true.
   Seaholm students are statistically 
some of the highest achievers in the 
state of Michigan, often times AP 
classes, athletics, jobs, and social 
lives. Last year Seaholm had about 
50 students heading to the Univer-
sity of Michigan, a college ranked as 
28 by US News for the “Best Univer-
sity”.
   So if Seaholm boasts all these 
amazing students, who cares if they 
complain, right? 
   Wrong. 
   Negative attitudes, whether tweet-
ed, read, or spoken, have proven 
detrimental to a student’s success. 
   The book, “The Power of positive 
thinking”, by Norman Vincent Peale 
is dedicated to this idea. Through 
research and experience, Peale 
was able to prove that when people 
choose to focus on the positive, they 
are more likely to be happy and suc-
cessful.
   What does this mean? 
   Well if students were to go on 
twitter and find less tweets that go 
somewhere along the lines of “Bot-
tlemania is the most horrendous 
thing ever, OMG I’m never finishing 
this book “they would be more likely 
to pick up the book themselves and 
finish their summer assignment. 
   While it may be true that old hab-
its die hard, the urge to complain 
can certainly be contained.
   The best example of this was dem-
onstrated last year, when students 
and staff came together to mourn 
the loss of Collin Trask.
   Within the few weeks after Collin’s 
passing it was much more common 
to hear and see voices of sympathy 
and compassion from the student 
body. The majority of people under-
stood that the difficulty of studying 
for APs was nothing in respect to 
the loss of a fellow Maple, and no 
one dare voice a complaint.
   It may sound cheesy, but some-
times taking a moment to realize 
how good life is can be an effective 
complaint mitigation tool. Sure, 
negativity and complaining is inevi-
table, but if not kept to a minimum 
can create a negative environment 
that hinders success.

   From retired race car driver played by Ethan 
Hawk (Gattaca) to a teen pop star turned 
world-class tech wizard played by Selena Go-
mez (Spring Breakers) , Getaway has it all. 
This overly action-packed thriller, directed by  
Courtney Solomon (An American Haunting),  
manages to pack outrageously unrealistic sce-
narios and a predictable plot line all in one. 
   When well-known race car driver Brent 
Magna is forced into retirement after harsh 
criticism, he decides to move to Sofia, Bulgar-
ia, his beloved wife birthplace to start anew. 
   However, Magna doesn’t exactly get the 
peace and quiet he was looking for.
   The race starts when Magna comes home to 
find his apartment ransacked, blood on the 
floor, and his wife missing. 
   Suspense builds as Magna receives a call 
from a mysterious voice, assumed to be the 
man who has taken his wife. However, the 
intense mood is quickly forced in to a pit stop, 
when the voice that answers the phone is a 
laughable attempt at a devious Russian ac-
cent. 
   Manga must now follow exact instructions, 
with the looming threat that his wife will be 
murdered if he doesn’t comply. 
   The first task Magna is given doesn’t seem 
too obscure. Mystery man orders him to steal 
a Ford Shelby GT500 Super Snake, but when 
it’s wealthy teenage owner (Selena Gomez) 
comes along for the ride, things start to spin 
out of control.
    As plot line races, the tasks given to Magna 
and subsequent series of last minute getaways  
feel more and more far-fetched.
    Not to mention, the incompetence of the So-
fia police department is outstanding, as count-
less attempts of the force to block one car in 
an extremely busy city are complete failures. 
     In several  instances , Magna is forced to 
barrel through the middle of the crowded  
city, through masses of people, and construc-

tion sites. 
   At first the fact that Magna is willing to do 
anything to save his wife seems heartwarm-
ing. However, when hundreds of civilians 
and policemen are killed in the process, those 
warm and fuzzy feelings come to a grinding 
halt. 
   What’s amazing is Magna’s ability to barely 
avoid every police car in the city, what’s even 
more amazing is that the car, on full speed for 
ten plus hours straight, never seems to run 
out of gas. 
   One particularly amusing incident oc-
curs when the rich kid with the iPad (Selena 
Gomez) is somehow able to hack into the city 
computer system and blow up the entire pow-
er plant. This lands the pair (Ethan Hawke 
and Selena Gomez) in another close call, but 
not too surprisingly they manage to miss the 
explosion and police by seconds.
   The already questionable plot takes a turn 
for the worse when Manga and the moody 

teenager/world-class tech expert are able to 
deceive the master mind who orchestrated 
this whole plan by putting a decoy video on 
loop for five minutes.
   It’s just a bit too lucky that this evil genius 
capable of hacking into government servers 
half-way across the globe is able to be duped 
by a trick best known for its use in Disney 
channel shows when teens fake sick and hack 
into their parents webcam so they can sneak 
out to a party.
   As the checkered flag comes into sight, 
movie goers may be wishing they stayed off 
the track (or home from the theaters) 
   While the actions scenes looked awesome, 
a better question than how they looked is if 
there was a two minute span without one.
    A more realistic plot line would have 
helped the movie out.
    As the movie pulls into the finish line, one 
message is clear. Quality of the story line 
should never be sacrificed for enticing special 
effects. 

A Hitch in it
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When Cafeteria Food Just Isn’t Cutting It

Einstein Bagels
4089 W Maple 
Rd,Bloomfield Town-
ship, MI
Travel Time: 7 minutes

Jimmy Johns
4087 W Maple Rd, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 
Travel Time: 7 minutes

Qdoba
795 E Maple Rd, Bir-
mingham, MI 
Travel Time: 7 minutes

McDonald’s
South Drive, Southfield, 
MI 48076
Travel Time: 8 minutes

Starbucks
3584 W Maple Rd, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI
Travel Time: 4 minutes

Plum Market
3675 W Maple Rd, 
Bloomfield Twp, MI
Travel Time: 5 minutes

Buddy’s Pizza
3637 W Maple Rd, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI
Travel Time: 5 minutes

Panera Bread
100 N Old Woodward 
Ave, Birmingham, MI 
Travel Time: 6 minutes

You Are Here

With the option to go out to lunch as a Junior and Senior but only 40 minutes to do so, travel 
time can cause problems. Here are some places the Highlander suggests that are in the area.

Reporting by Kelly Martinek
Travel times by Google Maps
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Senior Travels to Taiwan to Teach English
Caroline Filips
Staff Writer
CFilips.shshighlander@gmail.com

Bottlemania causes Hysteria 

College Checklist

   If you looked inside the 
English classroom at You Mu 
School in Sanxia, Taiwan this 
summer, you probably saw 
senior Paige Korner in full uni-
form- a polo shirt, long pants, 
and sneakers.
   For five weeks this past sum-
mer, Korner and approximately 
400 students from the United 
States, Canada, United King-
dom, and Australia travelled to 
Taiwan to teach English with 
the AID (Aiding Students with 
Disabilities) Summer Program.
    According to the 2013 AID 
Summer Program’s application, 
“the program is recommended 
for applicants of Chinese or 
Taiwanese descent, but some 
openings are available for 
non-expatriate youths who are 
advocates of Taiwan.” 
    “I was allowed in because I 
studied Chinese,” Korner said.  
    For the first week of the 

program, participants lived in 
a youth hostel in Taipei City.  
The soon-to-be teachers were 
required to attend lectures all 
day.
   “We had to learn to be Eng-
lish teachers- how to create fun 
activities, how to handle rowdy 
students, et cetera,” Korner 
said, “I also roomed with girls I 
didn’t know, and one ended up 
being in my teaching group.”
   After a week of training, Ko-
rner and the rest of the AID pro-
gram were ready to be teachers.  
The students travelled on a bus 
ride from the bustling Taipei 
City to the remote Sanxia.
   Korner described Sanxia as 
the middle of nowhere and 
isolated.

   “After 40 minutes of driv-

ing to get there, we passed 
by a convenience store near a 
mountain,” Korner said, “our 
teaching mentor told us it was 
the nearest one to our school 
which was 20 minutes up the 
mountain.”  
   After the group’s travel 
day, Korner and her teaching 
partners met the principal of 
the school and the school’s 
soldiers.  There are soldiers at 
every school in Taiwan who 
work as security and ground-
skeepers, because military 
service for boys is mandatory.
   The standard school day 
included four 40-minute class 
periods followed by lunch, 
then three more 40-minute 
class periods.

   Korner said that the first 
week was stressful.
   “You’re in these super 
long uniforms, dying in the 
heat, and the kids are going 
crazy,” Korner said. “You’re 
trying to figure out who are 
the good kids, who are the 
troublemakers, and who 
doesn’t want you to call on 
them.”
   Regardless of the stress-
ful start, Korner realized 
that she had made the right 
choice.
   “The kids were so sweet 
and you just love them 
when you finally get to 
know them,” Korner said.
   For the AID teachers, 

no day was ever the same. 
However, there was always 
a standard format of lesson 
plans.
   “The first period of the 
day was always review for 
us. We reviewed the previ-
ous day’s PowerPoint, along 
with all the previous ones,” 
Korner said, “the kids had a 
pretty good memory.”
   Korner even learned how 
to better engage the students 
in the classroom.  
   “They wouldn't participate 
a few times, but when we 
pulled out some Mickey 
Mouse stickers, they went 
full out ‘Hunger Games’ on 
each other trying to answer 
the question first,” Korner 
said.
   Korner’s fellow teacher, 
Christina Chang, noted 

Courtesy Of  Paige Korner
The Taiwan class Korner worked with poses for a goofy picture, after a hard day of working 
on their english.

It is suggested that humans 
drink roughly eight glasses 
of water per day for optimal 
health.  Yet this summer, it was 
required for Seaholm students 
to read 248-page “Bottlemania” 
by Elizabeth Royte for optimal 
knowledge on this year’s dis-
trict theme of sustainability.
   The novel analyzes the poten-
tial dangers of both bottled and 
tap water, while also addressing 
possible solutions to ensure safe 
drinking water.
   According to Principal 
Deanna Barash, the process 
of choosing “Bottlemania” in-
volved a reading committee of 
one student and five teachers.
   “We all read a different 
book,” Barash said. “We came 
back together and rated them 
based on readability, how it 
impacted sustainability, and 
whether or not it was interest-
ing.”
   After a discussion process, the 
committee chose “Bottlemania” 
as the school’s summer read.
   “We felt that it had the best 
readability,” Barash said. “It 
was something where we could 
have a project and maybe do 
some work with it.”
   Requiring the same book 
for all grade levels and faculty 
was new for Seaholm this year.  
Barash was interested in the 
whole school reading the same 
book.
   “One reason is because the 
district’s theme this year is 
sustainability and secondly 
because I really wanted to do 
a school-wide summer read,” 
Barash said.  “I’ve done that 

in my previous district and when 
students go to college, they will 
probably do that before starting 
their freshmen year.”
   Assistant principal, Deb Boyer, 
was also in favor of a school-wide 
summer reading assignment.
   “The idea was that we all do 
something together and we can 
discuss deeper issues,” Boyer 
said. “For once all of us are in the 
same boat; all of us are learners 
together.”
   Although administration sup-
ported the idea of “Bottlemania” 
and the entire school reading it, 
students had mixed reviews.
   “Having the whole school 
read the same book is a bad idea 
in the first place,” senior Alex 
Voronivich said. ”How a freshman 

interprets a book is substantially 
different than how a senior would 
interpret it.”
   Voronovich believes the school 
should have taken a more tradi-
tional route with the assignment.
   “If the whole school is required 
to read a book, why not a classic 
like ‘The Catcher in The Rye’ or 
‘1984’,” Voronovich said. “Chanc-
es are in ten years I won't remem-

Korner’s admirable teaching 
efforts.
   “Teaching was definitely 
tiring, but we all put a lot of 
effort into it,” Chang said, “I 
definitely saw Paige spending 
hours making PowerPoints and 
conjuring up lesson plans for 
her students.
   For one of the students’ 
learning days, the class focused 
on American holidays.  The 
holiday lessons were focused 
on integrating American culture 
into the learning.
   “Thank’s 
to Paige’s 
idea, there 
was this one 
day where all 
three classes 
collaborated 
for a Hallow-
een trick-
or-treating 
event,” 
Chang said.
   “One 
day, we 
taught them 
Valentine's 
Day words,” 
Korner said. “We taught them 
phrases like ‘be mine’ and ‘will 
you be my valentine’.”
   Korner stated that a typical 
classroom day included Power-
Points and hands-on activities.
   “We just wanted a class where 
they could learn new gram-
mar and vocab rules and then 
reinforce them with fun games 
and art,” Korner said. “It was 
hard to come up with a teaching 
method because every teacher 
had to come up with a teaching 
plan from scratch, but I think 
our school days were pretty 
fun.”
   Once the two weeks of teach-
ing had concluded, Korner was 
faced with the difficult task of 
saying goodbye to her students.
   “The last day was kind of 
heart breaking,” Korner said. “I 
don't know if I'll ever see those 
kids again, but the notes that 
they gave me before they left 

and their goodbyes broke my 
heart.” 
   Leaving the students proved 
to be bittersweet for Korner.
   “On one hand, I was happy 
to be done being stressed, 
worried, hot and tired in my 
classroom full of wasps; it 
was actually full of wasps,” 
Korner said. “But, on the 
other hand, I was wondering 
how these kids are going to 
grow up.
   Korner felt uneasy thinking 
about the children’s’ future.
   “Will they continue English 
and will they move out of 
their bad living situations?” 
Korner said. “It kills me that I 
probably will never know.” 
   After a fond farewell, Ko-
rner and the rest of the AID 
students travelled on a “tour 
week,” exploring all Taiwan 
has to offer.  The students re-
turned to the youth hostel and 
were split into smaller groups.
   “We went to tons of places 
in Taiwan and I became su-
per close to people I never 
thought I'd be close with, 
along with getting even closer 
to my own teaching group,” 
Korner said.
   The group visited landmarks 
such as The National Palace 
Museum, Taipei 101, and 
various markets.
   Following the end of tour 
week, Korner realized the end 
of the trip was near.
   “By the end of it, when it 
was the closing ceremony 
at the youth hostel, I nearly 

cried,” Korner said, “I 
couldn't stand to watch every-
body go.”
   In retrospect of her time in 
Taiwan, Korner has nothing 
but fond memories, which 
even kept her awake on the 
way home.
   “I didn't sleep on my flights 
to Tokyo or to America,” 
Korner said. “All I could think 
about was the fact that my 
trip really happened and that 
I spent five weeks abroad, 
teaching kids and making so 
many friends. Even now, it's 
such a blur to me.” 
   Korner said she wouldn’t 
have traded her experience for 
anything.
   “There's no place in the 
world like Taipei city and cer-
tainly no place like Taiwan,” 
Korner said. 

It’s Freshman year. You are 
in a different school, with 
new classes, new rules, new 
people, new everything. It 
can be quite overwhelming. 
Fear not though, we have put 
together a list of tips from 
upperclassmen to help you 
breeze through your first year 
here at Seaholm.

 Don't procrastinate. 
Put the time needed in each 
day for homework and study-
ing so that you can stay on 
top of your deadlines. Leave 
distractions like your phone, 
televisions, and computers in 
other rooms so it’s quieter. The 
sooner you start the sooner it’s 
over. 

 Use a planner. It is 
a useful tool to help keep you 
organized-which is very im-
portant. Buy one at your local 
CVS or Office Depot, or use 
your phone’s notepad func-
tion. You could also use the 
app “myHomework Student 
Planner”. Write down your 
homework for each class.  If it 
helps, you can also add write 
down the books you need to 
bring home to make the end of 
the day go by smoother. 

 Get      involved! 
Ask any upperclassman. 
Senior Megan Lam said, “You 
actually end up doing better 
when you keep yourself busy 
after school since you are 
forced to budget your time.” 
The best part? You get to have 
fun, all while learning how to 
manage your time better. You 
can join a club, a sports team, 
or the theater department. 
There are so many opportuni-
ties for you to get involved. 
For a detailed list of activities 
go to the Seaholm website and 
click on About Us on the left 
column.

Befriend your teachers, and 
don’t be afraid to ask them for 
help. X-block, which is the 
late start (8:20) on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, is designed for 
that.  Teachers will normally 
be in their rooms by 7:30, 
sometimes earlier. Check with 
your teacher to see what their 
designated X-block date is. 
It’s a great time to get help 
with material for an upcoming 
test or get help on homework. 
Additionally, teachers will en-
courage their students to stay 
after school for help, at lunch, 
or email them if they have any 
questions. 

    The most important 

thing: don’t stress. You’ll get 
used to where your classes are 
and how to move about the 
school in a couple of days. 
You’ll meet new friends and 
teachers that can help you 
along the way. High school is 
going to fly by, so just enjoy it 
while it lasts. Freshman year 
is about having fun, so relax 
and don’t be afraid to try new 
things! 

ber ‘Bottlemania’, but I'll 
definitely remember ‘1984’ 
and it's message.”
   Although Voronovich 
didn’t find the summer 
assignment useful, some 
students viewed the assign-
ment as a learning experi-
ence.
   “I liked how it went 
much more in depth than I 
expected,” freshman Abby 
Bernard said. “It explained 
what's really going on in 
the bottled water industry 
from multiple point of 
views.”
   Students were required 
to respond to three 250 
word essays based on the 
prompts available on the 
Seaholm website.
   Author Elizabeth Royte 
will be visiting Seaholm to 
discuss the novel with staff 
and students.
   “I think it’s cool if you 
actually hear from the 
person who’s written it and 
done the research behind 
it,” Barash said. “We 
could’ve just done discus-
sion like all the books you 
read in class, assuming 
we knew what the author 
meant.   This is her chance 
to come in and talk about 
what she’s written.”
   The district’s theme of 
sustainability certainly hit 
home with this summer’s 
school-wide read.
  “If there’s anything we 
learn, it’s no matter where 
water comes from we have 
to be very conservative,” 
Barash said. 

Caroline Filips
Managing Editor
CFilips.shshighlander@gmail.com

Written by 
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Meghan Flynn
Student Life Editor
MFlynn.shshighlander@gmail.com
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Students diligently having fun and working on their crafts 
together. 

Courtesy Of Paige Korner
The students wave on the playground after a 
full day of work. 

   Set up your Parchment 
account. This will allow the 
school to send your high school 
transcript to the colleges of 
your choice.  Here is the link 
if you still need to get started 
http://www.parchment.com. 
    Send your AP scores to col-
leges. This is good throughout 
the application process so the 
colleges you want to attend 
know your capabilities. Another 
benefit of sending these scores 
is not having to retake classes 
that you have received 3’s 4’s 
5’s in. Every college is different 
and will accept different scores 
for college credit on different 
AP tests.  Scores can be submit-
ted through http://collegeboard.
com or http://apscores.org.
   Ask two teachers to write 
your college recommendation 
letters.  These should be people 
that truly know you because 
they are asked by universities 
to be completely honest when 
submitting letters of recom-
mendation.
   Apply to multiple colleges.  
This is just in case you don’t 
get into your first or second 
choice schools.  It is recom-

mended to tour multiple 
colleges online and in person.  
College tours with a friend are 
always more fun than alone so 
bring along a group.
   Write the required essays for 
each college you are applying 
to as soon as possible. Then 
have the content edited by a 
college counselor or an English 
teacher. 
    Have your ACT Scores and 
SAT scores sent to the colleges 
to which you’re applying. Your 
scores can be sent with the use 
of http://www.actstudent.org or 
http://collegeboard.com.
    Register with the NCAA 
clearing house if you’re an ath-
lete and intend to play a sport 
in college. You can register 
through http://www.eligibility-
center.org.
   Fill out your resume (pro-
file sheet) for your counselor 
recommendation. This recom-
mendation is in addition to 
the two other colleges recom-
mendation letters you should 
have already asked around for. 
This sheet can be found in your 
counselor’s office.
 

Photo By Caroline Squatrito

collection of reusable bottles 
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-Ann Arbor Pioneer
-Avondale
-North Farmington
-Berkley
-Royal Oak
-Hazel Park
-Ferndale
-Groves
-U. of D. Jesuit

Thursday
Friday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday

Aug. 29
Sept. 6
Sept. 12
Sept. 20
Sept. 27
Oct. 4
Oct. 11
Oct. 18
Oct. 25

Home
Away
Home 
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

2013 Varsity Football Schedule

   It’s that time of year again. Those Friday 
night lights are upon us once more. Maples 
football is gearing back up and with that 
comes a renewed sense of Seaholm pride.  
The time has come to rally together in those 
metal bleachers and root on our fellow class-
mates on the gridiron. 
   Leadership was not lost this season, even 
though a lot of new faces appear on both 
sides of the ball. This year’s captains include 
Karl Marback, Chris Hill and Andrew Barton, 
replacing last year’s captains Daniel Simon, 
Stephen Guenther and Sam Wilson.  
   On offense Seaholm will feature Brandon 
Altman, who will replace Stephen Guenther 
as the starting quarterback. Altman is sure to 
be a great leader at the field general position. 
Nick Vestevich will replace Tim List as the 
starting half back. With Vestevich’s speed, the 
Maples should have no problem completing a 
successful ground attack. 
   On defense, the Maples will be an intimi-
dating presence in the backfield with Dylan 
Kanaan and Andrew Barton in the safety 
positions. In the linebacker positions will be 
returning linebackers Chris Hill and Dominic 
Serpien and newcomer Brendan Sullivan. 
They will certainly have no problem defend-
ing most teams’ run game. On the line, Karl 
Marback will make his return as the quarter-
back’s worst nightmare. 
   The Maples already had their first game 
on Thursday, August 29 against Ann Arbor 
Pioneer. Pioneer has been a powerhouse the 
last couple of years, but our boys in maroon 
had no problem shutting them down in a 
24-0 win. The Maples defense had no prob-
lem stopping the offensive advances of the 
Pioneers. Ann Arbor had won a football state 
championship in the last couple years so this 
game surely turned some heads. I can’t think 
of a better way to start off the season. 
   The Mighty Maples soon took down another 
football giant in the OAA with their victory 
over Avondale on Friday, September 6. The 
final score was 56-28 with an astounding 
performance from the good guys in maroon. 
Key performances were shown from senior 
quarterback Brandon Altman, senior re-
turner/cornerback/running back Aaron ware, 
and senior safeties Dylan Kanaan and Andrew 
Barton. 
   Starting with a strong win over the athletic 
powerhouse that is Ann Arbor Pioneer and 
following with a win over a strong Avondale 
team, this season is underway and is sure to 
be one for the books. 

Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowers.shshighlander@gmail.com

Reed My Lips: 
Football’s back 
ALRIGHT   Imagine a hot, scorching day in late 

August. Now imagine sprinting up a 
hill as fast as you can, running back 
down, and then doing push-ups and 
sit-ups right away. Now repeat that 
five times and add in a 50 minute run. 
   That’s a typical practice for the 
Seaholm Women’s Cross Coun-
try team, not to mention an hour 
of warms up and cool down. They 
officially started their practices on 
August 14th, but have been training 
all summer. 
   The team went to camp for three 
days in mid-August and participated 
in the annual Melon Run. This took 
place in Howell, Michigan. Most 
members of the team ran a 5K at the 
event, a cross country camp tradition 
for ten years.The camp’s activities 
included a lot of running, but also 
swimming, volleyball, rock climbing, 
canoeing, and even go karting. 
   “Cross country camp is a lot like a 
pack of gummies. You go through the 
motions and it’s really enjoyable. And 
then...the last day (or gummy) comes 
along and you think ‘wow, I hope 
I didn’t take any of this for granted be-
cause it was really great’,” said Senior 
Danielle Bentzley.
   The first official meet for the team 
was the Red Hawk Invite on August 
23rd. It was located at Firefighters 
Park in Troy, MI. Seaholm finished 
first, beating Berkley, Troy Athens, 
and Utica Eisenhower. 
   “There’s a lot of new faces and still 

State Champions Girls XC Starting off on the Right Foot

a lot of talent,” Coach Jeff Devantier told the High-
lander. “The goals set at camp were basically to 
compete for the State title.” 
   The team seems to be off to a great start with that 
goal. Seaholm had six girls finish in the top ten of the 
varsity race at the Red Hawk invite.
   Among them was none other then Junior Audrey 
Belf, finishing first with a time of 17:38. She broke 
the old school record of 17:49 that was set in 1983. 
She also broke the course record of 18:38.
   Junior Rachel DaDamio (19:11), sophomore Ma-
rissa Dobry (19:12), and senior Danielle Bentzley 
(19:13), finished in the next three places. Sophomore 
Patty Girardot finished 9th and junior Julia Demko 
finished 10th. 
   For the JV race, Senior Hannah Martinez finished 
first for Seaholm.

   “The team is looking good,” said Junior Kate 
Owens. “there is a lot of new freshmen that 
don’t know their potential yet and how good 
they can be.”
   Seniors Leah Lavigne and Danielle Bentzley 
and juniors Rachel DaDamio and Heather 
Lee are the team’s captains this year.  They 
worked to organize captain’s practices in 
August, helped make camp run smoothly, and 
are actively involved in running practices. 
   The team won Division 1 State Champion-
ships last year and was also named the top 
cross country team in the nation.
   “We are all working really hard in practice 
and focusing on helping each other improve,” 
Belf said to the Highlander. “I think anything 
is possible for us if we work together and put 

our minds to it.”  

   This September, the joint Seaholm-
Andover sailing team will set sail 
towards its first fall season. 
   For head of the sailing team, junior 
Natalie Utley sailing means having 
fun, being on the water and frequently 
exercising through the sport in the 
summer. She’s interested in raising the 
awareness of the sport and hopes to 
accommodate sailors of all skill levels.  
   “For many years sailing has been 
an interest of mine and I have other 
friends who enjoy it as well,” Utley 
said. “I thought it would be really 
fun to sail together and other people 
seemed interested too, resulting in the 
first ever-sailing club.”
    The sailing team’s current 17 mem-
bers plan on hosting a team bonding 
event, and have already made arrange-
ments to participate in an intramural 
race in October, along the Detroit 
River. 
   “I’m not sure [about the race format], 
but if it’s [the race] like a traditional 

Monisha Gowda
Opinion Editor
mgowda.shshighlander@gmail.co

regatta, you know set up some starting lines, some 
buoys and there’s all kinds of rules for racing the kids 
will have to learn before they can actually conduct a 
race,” sailing advisor Scott Craig said. 
   The team plans on holding practice every Tuesday 
and Thursday in September for two hours at the De-

   Leadership. It’s a word used by 
teachers and coaches, but it’s never 
really explained how they would like 
leaders to act. Until now.
   “Mrs. Barash and I agree that we 
ask our student-athletes to be lead-
ers and we thrust them into captain 
and leadership roles and expect so 
much of them.  But what training or 
tools do we actually give them to help 
them succeed in those roles?”Seaholm 
leadership teacher Billy Shellenbarger 
said.
   During the summer, Mrs. Barash 
approached Shellenbarger and asked 
him if he would like to create a leader-
ship forum for upperclassmen team 
leaders.
   “We thought developing a program 
such as this would help give our 
student-athlete leaders some further 
opportunity to see, hear and learn 
from great leaders and hopefully take 
something away from it that would 
help them and their peers this season 
and in life,” Shellenbarger said.
   On August 23, fifty seniors and ju-

niors were sitting in the Seaholm media center at the 
FirstAnnual Maple Athletic Leadership Forum.
   To decide which students would attend, varsity 
coaches were asked to picked two to five athletes on 
their team who they felt could benefit from going, ac-
cording to Shellenbarger.
   “I wanted to come to the forum because I believe I 
am a leader in many different areas, at school and in 
the community, and am always looking to improve 
my leadership skills on and off the field,” senior Alex 
Breeden said.
   Shellenbarger also had to decide which coaches 
would go to the event. With the help of athletic direc-
tor Aaron Frank, he recruited Jim Dewald, Seaholm’s 
football coach and Jen Dunbar, Girls lacrosse Coach 
to speak.
   “I wanted speakers for this forum who were state 
championship coaches or collegiate captains,” Shel-
lenbarger said. “They have had outstanding experi-
ences with leadership in the athletic setting and I 
wanted them to kick off our first forum.”
   There were a lot of good pieces of advice that 
students learned. However one that Frank stressed 
during his speech at the forum was attitude.
   “I think that culture on a team and the direction 
that leaders help establish is incredibly infectious,” 
Frank said.“It can be a very positive thing; it can also 
be a very negative thing.”
   The forum also gave advice such as lead in the off 

season, stop making excuses, andbe upfront 
with weaknesses.
   “I learned that not all leaders fit one mold, 
and that sometimes there is no best way to 
handle a situation,” Breeden said.
   Frank said that he hopes to develop future 
student leaders.
   “My hope is that by helping to train and 
support student leaders, we can prepare 
groups of seniors every year to take owner-
ship of their team and create the culture 
where every season is a great success,” Frank 
said.
   This is just the first of many forums. Ac-
cording to Shellenbarger, there will be an-
other one like this set in the spring.
   Frank would like to have forums along these 
lines for underclassman, as a way of prepar-
ing them for future leadership roles.
   “Eventually we’re going to get to a system 
where we have an ongoing training program 
where we identify the students who are on a 
potential leadership track, even as freshman,” 
Frank said. “So we can identify younger 
students and help them become great leaders 
so that by the time they’re juniors/seniors it 
won’t be the first time they’re hearing this. 
They’ll be well prepared.”

Esther Seawell
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mcallaghan.shshighlander@gmail.com
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Photograph of the women’s cross country team taken before the annual Melon Run in Howell, 
Michigan. The team runs in this open event every year while at cross country camp in the summer. 

Photo By/Courtesy Of [Reed Powers]
Skyline over the Avondale football field as 
Seaholm defeats the Yellow Jackets 56-28

troit Yacht Club. 
   “We are going to focus on instruction in wind direc-
tion, points of sail, tacking, gybing and right of way 
rules,” Utley said. The club will try to accommodate all 
levels of experience, ranging from having never sailed 
before to experienced racers. 

First Annual Leadership Forum Proves Successful

Photo By/Courtesy Of [Scott Craig]

Picture of Seaholm social studies teacher Scott Craig sailing on Lake Fenton. He will be the 
sailing team’s advisor 

   Junior Cate Goldman a member of the sail-
ing team considers the sport rather new for 
herself. Goldman plans on working towards 
her sailing, to gain from the practice. 
   “I would say my goals for the sailing club 
would be for everyone to have a really good 
time and just learn from the experience,” 
Goldman said. We don’t have to be the best 
sailors ever, as long as we learn and improve 
a little bit that’s fine. We are trying to get 
to know everybody better so that we can all 
be there for each other as a team and work 
together. 
   Andover sailing team member Julia Yee 
expects an enjoyable sailing season ahead.
   “I’m looking forward to just having a good 
time sailing, going down the water, and take 
part in the race at the end of the season. 
That will be fun.” Yee said.
   Utley’s ultimate goal is to spur interest in 
the newly introduced sport, expose new sail-
ors to the basics and wishes that her fellow 
members enjoy their sailing season. 
   “I think it’s great that Seaholm allows you 
to explore your interests through clubs and 
activities,” Utley said.  “I’m very excited for 

the fall and the first sailing season.”

Seaholm-Andover Sailing Team Gearing up for Competition
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