
   President of Birmingham Education Association Maureen Martin 
agreed with Hill and Lawrence.
   “Frankly, our current website could be much better,” Martin said. 
“I’m not against having a new website. I think it’s a lot of money to 
spend and I hope that part of that [$80,000] will be put into professional 
development.”
   In an e-mail to BPS staff, Executive Director of Technology Services 
Lisa Martinico explained why a new website is necessary.
   “Seven years ago some of the feature-rich tools that many of [BPS 
staff] are now requesting were not available,” Martinico said. “In our 
effort to constantly communicate better with our constituents, the time 
has come to meet these needs with the latest technologies.”
   For large projects like this one, the district is required by state law to 
take public bids.
   “We prepared bid specifications,” Martinico said. “And they were 
issued on April 13. Perspective bidders were notified by invitation and 
public advertise.”
   Seven bidders initially replied to the announcement, all with very 
different costs.
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   At the May 19 Birmingham Public Schools Board meeting, a 
resolution was passed for a new BPS website. It will cost an estimated 
$78,256.
   “I know it’s a tough time in the midst of all these budget cuts to be 
spending money,” BPS Vice President Susan Hill said. “But I thought 
that it was an important investment.”
   It has been seven years since the BPS website was updated, and the 
board feels a new one is overdue.
   “I’ve been complaining -- as most people in our community have, re-
ally -- about the quality of our existing website,” Hill said. “It’s just not 
good, and it really doesn’t reflect the quality of our school district.” 
   Board Trustee Robert Lawrence praised the decision, saying that a 
new website is long overdue. 
   “We’re about two generations past what our current website is 
capable of,” Board Trustee Robert Lawrence said. “The demands that 
teachers and parents and students are putting on the system just can’t be 
met with the existing framework.”

   The search is on for a new home for the 
central administration.
   After selling the current Birmingham Public 
Schools Administration Building, located on 
550 West Merrill, to The Surnow Company, 
LLC, BPS is considering five different options 
for relocation, all of which involve utilizing 
space in one of the district’s two high schools. 
   Rough estimates of each option’s cost range 
from $85,000 to $1.2 million, according to a 
presentation at the May 4 BPS study session. 
   “We don’t have a definite location decided 
yet,” BPS Spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson 
said. “[But] it’s pretty clear that it will be one of 
the high schools.”
   Most of the focus, according to both Wilkin-
son and BPS Superintendent David Larson, is 

 Editors Note: Due to potential legal restric-
tions, The Highlander has been advised not to 
name the student or his family.
   A Seaholm student, reported to have been 
caught on tape breaking into a locker, was 
suspended late last month, ordered to pay 
approximately $50 in restitution and has since 
returned to school, but will likely not face 
criminal charges.
   Seaholm Principal Terry Piper would not 
name the student saying he could not “posi-
tively identify” the person.
   “But I made some assumptions, I dealt with 
it,” Piper said. “Beyond that it is a private 
matter.”
   Piper declined to elaborate on the specifics, 
citing privacy concerns related to the accused 
thief. 

Student Caught on Tape Breaking into Lockers
   “I mean, when someone is involved in a 
disciplinary situation, then it really would be 
violating their privacy to discuss it at all,” Piper 
said. “Because they have been disciplined, 
they have a right to have that not made public 
around the school.”
 Federal guidelines under the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act prevent 
administrators from commenting on disciplin-
ary measures.   
   However, the secret is out.
   Word of the suspension and the video tape 
quickly spread throughout the Seaholm 
hallways since the incident was captured on 
tape April 21.
   The student, according to sources, was 
suspended April 26.
   However, the former guardian of the 
captured-on-camera student claims the district 
knew about the incident April 23, but did not 

move to punish until after the weekend.
     “They said that they had a tape of [him] 
stealing, he had already admitted to stealing, he 

had come into the locker room, broke in, taken 
$50 part cash, part gift card,” his former legal 
guardian said. “[Administrators] made the 
decision to allow [him] to go to Prom and to 

allow him to finish the day.”
    The administration refused to comment of 
specific details, citing privacy concerns. 
   The Highlander was anonymously given a 
copy of the video Friday, April 30, but chose 
not to post the video to its website, due to 
potential legal restrictions.
   The placement of recording devices in pri-
vate areas, including locker rooms, is a felony 
in Michigan.
   However, some Highlander reporters, and the 
editorial board scrutinized the tape, viewing it 
more than 20 times.
   The video, produced by a student, was cre-
ated by placing a video recording device inside 
his locker, and aiming the lens at the men’s 
track locker room doorway, exiting to the hall.
   Much of the 44 minute video shows a still 
shot of the doorway.
   That changes at the 28 minute mark, when a 

tall, African American male, with short black 
hair enters the room. The male, seen clearly 
wearing black shoes and a black sweat suit, 
walks through the doorway and into the room 
in less than three seconds.
   Off camera, what sound like locker doors are 
opened and closed, multiple times.
   Less than half a minute later, at the 28:29 
mark, the male is seen looking into the locker 
containing the recording device, and then im-
mediately attempts to gain entry.
   The male then shakes the locker 10 times – 
each time moving the camera – until he rips 
open the door, spilling the camera and the 
locker contents onto the floor.
   The male then whispers something under 
his breath, before picking up the camera and 
placing it back in the locker.

on the Birmingham Conference Center located 
at Groves. 
   Three of the five proposed options involve 
using at least some of the conference center’s 
space, ranging from using an approximated 
1070 square feet of the conference center to 
taking over the entire facility. 
   Only two of the options -- using space at 
Seaholm or building an addition on to Groves 
-- do not affect the conference center in some 
way
   If only part of the conference center is used, 
the district estimates that five Groves class-
rooms would be lost to make room for the rest 
of the central administration.
   Replacing the entire conference center offers 
the most space -- 8800 square feet -- and the 
projected expense of $875,000 is less costly 
than relocating to Seaholm or adding on to 
Groves. 
   While the square footage and accessibility 

offered by the space currently occupied by 
the conference center is the most appealing, 
Larson said the value of the conference center 
makes the decision more difficult.

   “We like [the idea of relocating to] the 
conference center, but they also recognize 
the importance of seeing what the economy 
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The BPS central administration is considering relocating to the BCC.        Photo by Sidney Krandall

   The district has approved its new student 
publication policy. 
   The policy, which was changed in order to 
fit with the current progress, had been worked 
upon in a joint effort by Deputy Superintendant 
Paul DeAngelis, a rotation of other district 
administrators, the editors of the Seaholm 
Highlander and the Groves Scriptor, and the 
two publications’ respective advisors Ben 
Harwood and Laura Redmond. 
   “It was just very important for us to pick 
that policy that matched our current practice,” 
DeAngelis said. “So we could fully support 
the students and what they do with the student 
newspaper.”
   Before the changes were made, the district 
took more of a restrictive approach to the high 
school publications. 
   “It was a very generic policy that said that the 
administration has the final say on what gets 
published,” DeAngelis said. “And we know 
that that’s not the way we operate right now.” 
   The school district employs the policymak-
ing company NEOLA to write district policy. 
NEOLA released four options for districts to 
use for their publication policy -- one option 
that allows for total control on the part of the 
administration for what goes into publications 
and productions, one option that completely 
eliminates prior restraint, and two options in 
between the two extremes.
    “We formed a subcommittee of students and 
admins and board members, who sat down 
and evaluated the four options,” DeAngelis 
said. “We came up with what we felt was 
the best base option and then made a couple 
of tweaks to it that I think made it that much 
stronger of a policy.”
   The new policy protects the publications 
from prior review, and leaves a limited amount 
of censorship up to the advisor of the publica-
tion. 
 “I’m proud of how it turned out. It’s a 
culmination of six months of hard work from 
the students and staff members involved,” Har-
wood said. “I think they really created a solid 
foundation for responsible journalism with no 
censorship for years to come.”
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   While some cases of other thefts reported 
at Seaholm have not been solved, at least one 
victim of theft took matters into his own hands. 
    According to a March 12 Birmingham 
Police report, Seaholm freshman Jacob 
Rothenberg’s cell phone and iPod were stolen 
from his gym locker at approximately  2:45 
P.M. that same day. 
    “[Rothenberg] came in at the end of the day, 
and said that his cell phone had been taken and 
wanted to know  what we could do about it,” 
Birmingham Assistant Principal Deb Boyer 
said. “And what we said to him was ‘you 
know , you can fill out a police report, we have 
them here and we could certainly give it to 
Detective Halcrow.”
    After speaking to the Birmingham Police 
Department and filing the report, Rothenburg 
went online and activated the Sprint family 
locater.
    “I knew that I had the locator,” Rothenberg 
said, “and I had the password so I just gave it a 
try and tracked my phone.” 
      Rothenberg’s phone was still on, so the 
tracker was able to find the position of the 
phone.
     At about 5:00 P.M. that day, he tracked his 
phone around the Woodward and 8 Mile Rd. 
area. Rothenburg, according to the report, 
then called his mother, Carol Harlow, to help 
him try and recover his phone. He directed 
Harlow to a house off of Adams/Big Beaver in 
Bloomfield Hills. Harlow went to the door of 
the house where the locater claimed the items 
were.
    According to the report, a young blonde 
woman and teen boy answered the door and 
Harlow immediately demanded the return of 
her son’s belongings. At first the woman and 
teen resisted, but when Harlow threatened to 
get the police involved, both complied.   The 
male teen walked to the silver colored Ford 
compact car and retrieved the phone and iPod.
   As soon as this event was reported, the BPD 
investigated. They discovered that the teen was 
a Seaholm junior and Detective Corporal Ron 
Halcrow drove to the residence to talk with the 
parents of the suspect.
   According to report, the mother said she was 
uninformed, telling Halcrow that she had been 
told that her son had just returned items that 
had been lost. 
    On March 17, according to a supplemental 
report, the police sat down with the suspect 
and his parents, all of whom gave thorough  
background information.
    The police reports stated that the student, a 
Seaholm wrestler, did not save enough money 
for a gift for his upcoming anniversary for 
with his girlfriend. He came up with the idea 
stealing items for money two days before the 
thefts accrued. 
    Months before he took anything he figured 
out how to open a locked locker. Following di-
rections on a Youtube video he discovered how 
to make the Master key of a specific model 
of lock. During the one day that he commit-
ted these thefts, March 12, he stole from three 
different lockers. 
    He broke into the first locker during first 
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   Due to a recent policy change, the annual trip 
to the Environmental Center for Birmingham 
Public School students will be held at different 

location. 
   The school district has decided to combine 
operational expenses with the Bloomfield 
School District’s center, providing an entirely 
new setting for Birmingham Public School 
students.
    “I think it’s good to share resources, and 
reduce costs, but it also hurts the Birmingham 
district to lose that resource,” English teacher 
Deb Gollnitz said.
   Junior Mike Costello recalls those trips to 
the Environmental Center, and isn’t sure if the 

policy change is a good decision.
    “I remember going to the Environmental 
Center in elementary school,” Costello said. “It 
would just feel weird going somewhere else.”
   The district is doing their best to make the 
necessary cuts without affecting the classroom, 
according to Gollnitz.
    “They are doing a good job of due diligence 
making decisions away from the classroom,” 
Gollnitz said.
   The BPS Environmental Center’s current site 
will not be demolished or sold. The land is go-

   When Social Studies Department Head 
Barbara Harte first heard about the upcoming 
professional development trip to Boston, she 
was intrigued.
    “I was told about this at our cabinet meet-
ing,” Harte said. “I was like ‘Hm, that sounds 
interesting, I think I might want to sign up for 
that.’”
   After sending a note to Principal Terry Piper, 
she discovered that she wasn’t the only one.
   “He said ‘There are 70 of you going,’” Harte 
said. “I was kind of flabbergasted.”
    Harte, along with Math teacher Thad Wil-
helm and English teacher Kathleen Reeves, 
will be joining representatives from every 
school in the district on the trip, called the 
Building Learning Communities conference, 
from July 14 to 16.
   In Boston, attendees will be trained to use 
Ignite!, a program that integrates technology 
into teaching through websites like Moodle, 
blogs, and podcasts, among other things.  
   Initially, Harte said, she did not know that the 
trip was focused on Ignite!.
   “I actually did not know it was related to 
Ignite!,” Harte said. “I was oblivious to some 
information.”
   According to BLC’s website, participants will 

have their “brain[s] tickled” at the conference, 
which is “designed to have an immediate and 
long range impact on improving teaching and 
learning.”
   The Boston trip follows another professional 
development trip focusing on 21st century 
learning that took place May 17 and 18 in 
Philadelphia.
   Together, the trips cost an estimated $49,000, 
according to BPS Spokesperson Marcia 
Wilkinson, but the price may drop when the 
plans for Boston are finalized.
   The district planned to cut $8,076,021 this 
year and still faces a $2.41 million shortfall.
   “I had some real concerns about the use of 
that money,” Birmingham Education Associa-
tion President Maureen Martin said. “The 
saving grace is that it’s strictly voluntary.”
   Martin said that the Board of Education 
responded to BEA’s worries well. 
   “[Originally] the only people that were al-
lowed to go to Boston were those teachers who 
also made a commitment to teach summer 
school,” Martin said. “I’ve just been notified by 
Dr. Palmer that they’ve changed their decision 
on that … So did they listen to my concern 
about singling out one group over the other? 
Yes, and they did respond positively.”
   Harte said that she and the other teachers do 
not have to pay for any of the expenses. 
   “They’re flying me there, they’re putting me 
up there, and whatever the in-service is, I’m 
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BPS Plans Trip to Boston

The Birmingham Public Schools’ Environmental Center will combine operational expenses with Bloomfield School District.  Photo by Sidney Krandall

BPS teachers are going on a professional development trip to Boston in July.  Graphic by Lindsay Boeckl

getting paid for,” Harte said.
   Birmingham Public Schools Superintendent 
David Larson told the Highlander that the trips 
are worth every penny.
   “It’s a great investment,” Larson said. “The 
district is trying to really focus on empower-
ing and strengthening teachers and their 
professional growth, and really focus on our 
structural practice.”
   Harte expressed some worry about the cost 
of the trip, given the district’s current financial 
situation.
   “It concerns me that we’re taking that many 
teachers in lean years,” Harte said.
   She added, though, that if the trip is effective, 
the price won’t matter.
   “I don’t want to say that that is fiscally ir-
responsible,” Harte said. “Because I do think, I 
really do think, that it is a good idea for teach-
ers to have cutting edge technology.” 
   Larson stressed that the trips fit in to the dis-
trict’s strategic plan, which serves as a blueprint 
for BPS.
   “The budgeting sometimes needs to be fluid 
and nimble enough to shift some dollars to-
ward what the priorities and goals are,” Larson 
said. “The board is committed to strategic plan 
management … and professional development 
is an important component of that.”
   Harte said that the method of sending a select 
number of teachers to be trained and return 
with new skills is often the most successful. 
   “Truthfully, that is the best model for in-
service,” Harte said. “To send a team of teach-
ers from the building, in-service them, and then 
send them back excited.”
   According to Wilkinson, that is exactly what 
has happened with similar trips in the past.
   “The experience that previous teachers 
have had at the Ignite! training in Boston 
has enabled them to come back with just an 
incredible amount of resources and informa-
tion that has helped them really be successful,” 
Wilkinson said. “And in turn the students have 
been successful.”
   Wilkinson echoed Larson, saying that, in the 
long run, the trips are worth their cost.
   “It’s a natural part of doing business, I 
guess, when you’re in the school business,” 
Wilkinson said. “Yes, we’ve got some budget 
challenges, but we still have to factor in the 
best professional development we can.”

   The reputation that Calculus has gained of 
being a hard class has no merit, according to 
Seaholm students’ test scores.
   Last year 52 out of 59 students achieved fives 
on either the AP AB or BC Calculus exam. 
The other seven earned fours.
   “They’ve done well because they have gone 
through a very strong math program,” Math 
Department Head Carol Pinneo said.
   Many believe the success starts earlier than 
just the Calculus program.
   “I can’t recall one kid in 
the past 10 years who hasn’t 
passed the AP who came 
through my classroom,” Math 
teacher Keith Hart said.
   Some students in the 
Calculus program have been 
in advanced math for years, 
and have prepared for the AP 
throughout high school.
   “Seaholm’s AP Calculus 
scores are, indeed, excellent,” 
Math teacher Thad Wilhelm 
said.       “The credit does not belong solely 
to Mr. Bruns, however, as much as it might 
please him to think so.”
   Bruns refused to comment on his “friend’s” 
quote.
   Wilhelm believes the students start preparing 
for Calculus as soon as they take a math course 
at Seaholm.
   “At many levels, the learning experiences we 
provide for our students in the Mathematics 
department are designed with eventual success 
in Calculus as their goal,” Wilhelm said. “That 
means not only providing students with the 
technical and procedural skill to manipulate al-
gebraic expressions and equations, but also the 
conceptual understanding to reason and  solve 
non-routine problems in new contexts.”
   One of Wilhelm’s goals is to prepare students 
for Calculus.
   “I try to give my students not just the skills 
and knowledge, but also the understanding and 
insight they will need to be successful in Cal-
culus the following year, whether that’s here at 
Seaholm or away at college,” Wilhelm said.
   Teachers aren’t the only ones who think the 
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program is effective; students agree that the 
program prepares them for a good score.
   Mr. Bruns did a great job of preparing me 
for the test,” senior Ryan Grenn said. “I know 
without my four years in the math program, 
the AP would have been a lot harder.”
   Many students attribute their success to 
Calculus teacher Eric Bruns.
   “Mr. Bruns’ class is fun,” senior Luca 
Capicchioni said. “His class provides an inter-
esting way to learn.”
   Bruns insists that even though they joke 
around, they work every day.
   “There isn’t a math-free day,” Bruns said. 

“Every day we’re looking to 
prepare for the AP.”
   Results on report cards 
might not always be fantastic, 
but Bruns believes it’s not the 
most important goal.
   “In my class almost every 
student will do poorly on at 
least one test,” Bruns said. 
“But in the end we’re prepar-
ing them for the AP.”
   Many wonder why students 
do so well on the AP exam 
when their actual grades are 

not as high.
   “Every test is cumulative,” Bruns said. “They 
have to not only learn the material for the test, 
but re-use it, because they will have to on the 
AP.”
   Students often get frustrated if an A doesn’t 
appear on their report card, but Grenn believes 
it’s for the best.
   “If I get a low grade on a test, but I’m still 
learning the material for the future, I think 
that’s more beneficial than getting an A and 
forgetting,” Grenn said.
   Bruns believes students have to put in as 
much as they want to get out of the class.
   “Students will do well on the AP if they put 
in effort,” Bruns said. “They have to want learn 
to do well on the test.”
   Even though the success of the program is 
at an all time high, Pinneo wants to get even 
better.
   “We’re constantly looking to grow the 
numbers in the program,” Pinneo said. “We 
are giving kids who weren’t in advanced math 
in middle school an opportunity to get ahead if 
they wish to take the AP.”

“I can’t recall one kid 
in the past 10 years 
who hasn’t passed 
the AP who came 
through my class.”

Math teacher Keith Hart

   The Athletic Advisory Committee (AAC) 
recently presented its vision for the future of 
Birmingham Public Schools athletics to district 
coaches, parents and to the BPS board of 
education on Tuesday, May 18.
   The board hopes to maintain the levels of 
participation and maintain the quality by not re-
ducing the number of contests and the number 
of coaches, and will do that by diversifying 
revenue and using creative ways to man-
age their expenses, and creating a long term 
sustainable athletics program.
   After originally presenting ideas and recom-
mendations to the school board on May 4, the 
AAC has spent the last two weeks gathering 
information and the views of the parents and 
coaches. 
  For the next year, the school board next year 

AAC: Changes Coming to District Athletics

ing to be kept in the school district’s hands.
    “Starting next year it will be a nature 
preserve,” BPS Board of Education Trustee 
Michael Fenburg said. “There will no longer 
be classes at the site of the current center. Noth-
ing will happen to the site that it is at currently.”
   This change is unsettling to students who 
remember taking the yearly trip.
    “This is disappointing,” sophomore Kayli 
Horwath said. “Birmingham should have its 
own way of showing its love and affection for 
the environment.” 
   However, BPS Board of Education Vice 
President Susan Hill believes it will improve 
environmental education.
    “Partnering with the Bloomfield Hills En-
vironmental Center will help the Birmingham 
Public School system’s opportunity to preserve 
and reinforce environmental education,” Hill 
said. “The kids will still get environmental 
education twice a year just from a new point 
of view.”
   Junior Casey Smith believes the idea of 
going to a different environmental center could 
be interesting.
    “I went to the Birmingham Environmental 
Center so much,” Smith said. “It was fun, but 

elementary students should be excited to go 
somewhere new.”
   Fenburg said that combining with Bloom-
field Hills will not only enhance environmental 
learning, but also save the district money.
    “Our school district could save up to $2,000 
by shifting to the Bloomfield Hills center,” 
Fenburg said. 
   According to the April 20 BPS Board of 
Education meeting, Michigan is encouraging 
partnership between the school districts.
    “All of our school funding comes from 
the state,” Hill said. “They are forcing us to 
close in order to cope with the $8 million 
budget deficit next year. The state also encour-
ages partnership and consolidation between 
neighboring school districts; this is a way of us 
partnering with the Bloomfield Hills district.”
   Even though Costello enjoyed the Birming-
ham Environmental Center, he doesn’t fault the 
decision to team up with Bloomfield.
    “From an educational stand point it provides 
a new resource for students,” said Costello. 
“And as far as budgets go, it sounds like a 
necessary cut.”
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has cut 78 percent in the general fund and a 16 
percent cut is due to take aim at athletics. 
   The AAC consists of parent co-chairs Debra 
DeSantis, David Priestley, Steve Scheidt, both 
Birmingham High school principles Terry 
Piper and Fred Proctor, and Athletic directors 
Aaron Frank and Tom Flynn. Rounding out 
the committee is Deputy Superintendant Paul 
DeAngelis.
   Their first forum was for high school athletics 
coaches where they addressed the issues with 
revenue, expense, and governance. More than 
50 coaches attended the forum and the 44 that 
returned a survey giving the AAC insight on 
their projected ideas.
   “We want to create a more sustainable ath-
letic program,” Scheidt said, “by diversifying 
our revenue sources and [being] more creative 
with our expenses along with looking at a new 
governance model.”
   65 percent of parents and coaches said that 
the reduction in athletics is at the correct level 
while 28 percent believed it should be smaller.

   “Now with the cuts in the athletic depart-
ment, more and more stress is being put on 
the booster clubs to make up the differences,” 
Track Coach Jeff Devantier said. “That’s also 
on top of the pay to play system we already 
have.”
   The numbers that came back from the forum 
supported the ideas of the committee. Nearly 
all the coaches felt their compensation was 
at the correct rate while more than half of the 
parents agreed that the payment is at the proper 
place. 
   The parents had their own two day forum, 
which took place at both Seaholm and Groves, 
where more than 84 parents gave their input 
towards the proposed ideas.
   The issue that got parents most involved was 
that there would be a eight percent increase 
for participation for the 2010-2011 calendar 
year for athletics, where over 50 percent of the 
parents believed that they would pay double or 
triple the amount to keep their kids involved in 
the activity. 

   The committee proposed new sources in all 
manner of community revenue, weblinks, ad-
vertising, and alumni gifts. Over 85 percent of 
parents felt that the idea would help put more 
revenue into athletics. 
   “We asked the public and they were very 
supportive of bringing nearly all gate receipts 
to the budget,” Scheidt said. “If the gate 
receipts are moved into the annual operation 
budget, it would cover current year expense 
as opposed to going entirely into the capital 
budget.”
   At two out of the three forums the concept 
of working with building by building athletic 
director as opposed to an district wide director 
was brought up. Nearly 75 percent of parents 
applauded the idea of keeping two separate 
directors. After the forums, the decision was 
made that instead of having Frank alone as the 
district wide director, both high schools will be 
on a building to building basis.
   In addition, two thirds of parents were will-
ing to accept a certain level of reduction in 

transportation 
   “I think that we really don’t need team by 
team transportation,” senior Max Koskela said. 
“Especially if it is a varsity team, most athletes 
have and would prefer to drive their own car, 
that’s easy money to save.”
   The final and possibly most financially 
effective segment of the forums was the new 
proposals of governance.
   A proposed athletic advisory board would be 
composed of school board members, admin-
istrative staff, and parents responsible for three 
year vision plans for athletics around both the 
operating and capital budget, something that 
the committee “supported overwhelmingly”.
   85 percent of parents believe such a board 
should be created.
   “The recommendations that the board made 
is widely supported by those parents and 
coaches surveyed,” Schiedt said. “In all three 
areas we are encouraged by what we saw.”

The center has become a fixture for Birmingham Public Schools students. Photo by Sidney Krandall



NEWS 3Friday, MAY 28, 2010 
the highlander 248.203.3803
www.seaholmhighlander.com

The camera is then covered at the 28:54, but not 
turned off, and the audio continues to record.
   The video does not capture on tape the male 
taking any items out of the locker, however the 
Highlander has learned $15 cash and a $35 
Master Card gift card were taken from that 
locker in the theft. 
    The screen, still black, does not capture any 
additional video, but minutes later, the clash-
ing and banging of more lockers can be heard 
throughout the men’s locker room. 
    Upon learning of the acquisition of the tape, 
Highlander Adviser Ben Harwood and two 
staff members attempted to hand deliver the 
video to Birmingham Police Department De-
tective Corporal Ron Halcrow, immediately 
after school that same day.
    Halcrow would not comment on the tape but 
he confirmed he had already seen it. 
   Halcrow then declined the Highlander’s of-
fer to keep the tape as evidence but indicated he 
would contact Harwood if he needed it.
    One legal expert advised showing or trans-
mitting the contents of a recording known to 
be made illegally could open staff members to 
potential criminal charges. As a result, the High-
lander, at the direction of Harwood, destroyed 

does,” Larson said. “If there’s growth and the 
economy’s robust…there would be a bigger 
demand for the conference center.” 
   Each option comes with its own problems, 
some more apparent than others.
   “They’ve identified problematic issues with 
three to four of the five finalists,” Larson said.
   Seaholm’s basement offers a large amount of 
unutilized space, but its estimated $1.2 million 
cost and the subsequent relocation of storage, 
ESL rooms and Japanese school resources, 
among other things, make it less desirable. 
   Using Seaholm’s special education wing was 
also proposed. Though conservative estimates 
predict it would cost only $85,000, the special 
education program would have to be relocated, 
and its limited amount of space make it a less 
viable option as well.
  Despite the setbacks, Larson said the Board 
of Education is determined to make a decision. 
   “They’re moving deliberately at the decision-
making,” Larson said. “We’re committed to it.”
   Wilkinson said the central administration 
would be able to lease the current Adminis-
tration Building, which sold for $2.7 million, 
while looking for a new location.
   “We’ll be able to lease it back while we’re 
trying to get our new home, wherever that is, 

Page 1/RELOCATION

   “Bids ranged in price from $26,000 to $106,000,” Mar-
tinico said.
   Only three of the original bids were not dismissed after 
evaluation.
   “Four were reviewed,” Martinico said. “And were either 
incomplete in meeting all our requirements, or way out of 
the ball park price range, or the company was too small to 
handle our needs. Three proposals were seriously considered. 
Interviews were conducted with these three remaining com-

Page 1/WEBSITE

BPS Web Site to Get Five Figure Overhaul

their copy of the tape, after writing the initial 
May 4 story.
    In a subsequent telephone interview, Halcrow 
confirmed that BPD is not currently investigat-
ing the videotaped break- in criminally.
   Halcrow said it is up to the victim to press 
charges, and they can follow up on any school-

decided matter if it is not handled to their satis-
faction.
   “They always have a right,” Halcrow said, 
“[to] have it pursued by a police department, no 
matter where at, if they choose to do that.”
   The videotaped break-in occurred April 21. 
From April 21 through May 4, Seaholm Assis-
tant Principal Deb Boyer confirmed, no other 

ready for us,” Wilkinson said.
   Though the actual lease cost will not be de-
termined until the closing of the sale, it is esti-
mated to be about $13,000 a month, according 
to Wilkinson.
   In addition, repairs may need to be made to 
the building, though Wilkinson said that noth-
ing has been decided yet.
   “There will be more of a thorough examina-
tion of the building by the new buyer,” Wilkin-
son said. “But at this time I don’t know of any-
thing that’s pending.”
   Still, the building’s age may make some 
changes necessary.
   “It is, obviously, an older building, and we 
have the same boiler that we’ve had for years 
and years,” Wilkinson said, “Depending on 
the exact nature of the new buyer’s use of the 
building, that’ll determine…what kind of con-
struction or repairs or remodeling he’ll have to 
do.”

“I think there were probably 
more than one person involved in 
that because this has been occur-
ring not just this year, but over a 
long period of time.”

Deb Boyer
Seaholm Assistant Principal

locker break-ins took place.
   “We haven’t had any more since then,” Boyer 
said, in a May 4 interview. “I wouldn’t tell you 
that the student alone was responsible for all of 
them, however.”
   Boyer still believes more than one student 
involved in the 12 reported break-ins since 
March.
   “I think there were probably more than one 
person involved in that because this has been 
occurring not just this year, but over a long pe-
riod of time,” Boyer said.
   In two interviews regarding the video tape in-
cident, Piper refused to confirm the identity of 
the student. As of Tuesday, no additional disci-
plinary action had been taken.
    As for the suspended student, as of yet, he 
has not faced any other penalties beyond the 
suspension from school and restitution.
   Highlander reporters asked Piper if additional 
penalties could be added – including the prohi-
bition of participation of extra-curricular activi-
ties or sports. Piper refused to comment on this 
specific case, but said historically, in dealing 
with matters of theft; students have not been 
removed from a team.
  “In most cases to this point, we haven’t taken it 
beyond suspension and restitution,” Piper said. 
“But there have been exceptions to that.” 

Page 1/THEFTS

Bids for the district’s new web site ranged from $26,000 $106,000. Ultimately, the district approved nearly $80,000 for a new web site.

COME ON IN FOR LUNCH!
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 March 30, Seaholm freshman Joanna Noga and sophomore Giulia Lavicoli, 
left an iTouch and Northface Backpack in an unlocked locker. 
   The two, according to Birmingham Police records, then left for an away track 
meet at Royal Oak High School at 3:00 P.M. 
   Upon returning at 7:40 P.M. both the iTouch and Northface back-pack were 
missing. 
   That same day, according to the report, another theft took place inside 
Seaholm.
    At 2:50 P.M. Seaholm Photography teacher Jenny Riley left her classroom 
after locking a metal cabinet holding Photography equipment and her class-
room door. 
   The next morning, at 8:50, when she returned to the classroom, she noticed 
three empty metal cash boxes had been moved. The metal cabinet she locked 
had been pried open.  
   Missing from the cabinet were two cameras, priced at a total of about $650, 
some USB connector wires, flash drives, memory sticks and card readers. 
   Due to sporting events taking place at the school at the time of the thefts and 
lack of surveillance cameras both cases, according to the report, have been 
stamped “inactive.”

April 14
   According to Birmingham Police Department records, Seaholm junior Zach 
Pendraki’s gym locker broken into, sometime between 4:15 and 6:15 p.m., 
April 14.
  Pendracki, according to the report, locked his belongings in his gym locker 
and left it unattended. 
  Upon his return, he found his lock had been forced open. 
  His wallet, Droid Cell Phone, and iPod– total value, nearly $800 – were all 
reported missing.  
  Since the theft, no progress has been made by the Birmingham Police Depart-
ment.

April 16
   April 29, the Highlander  reported Seaholm junior James Laethem’s gym 
locker was broken into, April 16.
   Laethem’s debit card was stolen, and later used at a Meijer store in Com-
merce.
   While the photos have been shown in the Highlander and on Fox2 Detroit, 
no new information has developed since the previous article on April 29.

hour. The suspect and a friend, who – accord-
ing to the report – is also on the wrestling team, 
opened a locker, taking two cell phones, an iPod 
Nano and $15 in cash. The unknown friend took 
the items and stowed them in his car.
   The second locker break-in happened during 
third hour. The student left his Chinese class and 
returned to the gym locker room. Alone this time, 
he used his homemade key to open a locker, tak-
ing a Samsung cell phone. Placing the phone in 
his pocket, he returned to class.
    His final break-in, according to the report, was 
at the end of the school day about 2:45 P.M. Again 
opening a locker, he took a Palm Pre cell phone 
and an iPod Touch MP3 player.
    According to the police report, after the suspect 
acquired all the items he drove to a pawn shop on 
8 Mile Rd. and Woodward Ave where the sales-
person refused to buy his items. 
   Upon returning home is when the confrontation 
occurred between Harlow and the suspect.
    After this meeting,  according to the report, the 
suspect became uneasy about the other items he 
stole, now hidden in his home, he gathered the 
items and decided to get rid of them. 
   The accused locker thief and his accomplice 
drove over the bridge on Derby Road and tossed 
out three cell phones from the car onto the rail 
road tracks. The two then stopped at a BP gas sta-
tion on Southfield Road and threw the iPod Nano 
into the parking lot.
   According to the police reports, the suspect re-
covered the three cell phones from the train tracks 
the morning of the interview but was unable to 
find the iPod Nano.
   The suspect admitted what he did was, accord-
ing to the report, “stupid” and turned over all 
three cell phones to Halcrow.
    Both the suspect and his friend who assisted 
him in the thefts were required to pay restitution 
and sign a diversion contract. 

Report: Locker Thief 
Created Master Key

Caught on Camera, But Won’t Face Charges

For updated coverage, 
check us out on the web:

www.seaholmhighlander.com

Admin Move Could Cost $1.2M

panies.”
   School Fusion was the best solution.
   “It was the best technical solution by far,” Martinico said. 
“They’re a key player in the school market. They currently 
have over 5,000 schools and over 600 school districts as cli-
ents.”
   They also had every feature the district asked for.
   “We had a list of 21 required features and 34 desired fea-
tures,” Martinico said. “They were the one that best meet our 
requirements. They included all of our required features and 

desired features.”
   The bid price for School Fusion 
was in the middle range.
   “It was not the cheapest, but not 
the most expensive;” Lawrence 
said.
   In order for a resolution to pass, 
a majority of the board members 
must vote yes.
   “We get a resolution,” Hill said. 
“And in our weekly packet we 
get all the background informa-
tion and all the details. When you 
get to the board meeting, you get 
a resolution to vote on. You can 
only vote yes, no, or abstain. In 
order for the resolution to pass, 
four [out of seven] board mem-
bers have to vote yes.”
   One board member was not 
present, but the six in attendance 
passed the resolution unanimous-
ly.
   The contract will last three years 
and include storage space.
   “[The cost] consists of the site 
itself, and three years of unlimited 
storage,” Hill said.  “So, the site 
won’t be hosted on BPS comput-

ers, it will be hosted elsewhere.”
   Of the $78,256, $24,600 was for an 

emergency response system, a system that instantly contacts 
families when a notable event occurs.
   “It kind of works along the same line as the absentee sys-
tem that says you missed class,” Hill said, “That automated 
call you get at home. Administration made the case for it, in 
terms of if, God forbid, there was a true emergency. But it’s 
also for parent notification, like if we have to close the school 
on a snow day, for example. It gives us the ability to contact 
parents immediately.” 
   Lawrence echoed Hill, emphasizing the system’s accessi-

bility. 
   “It can broadcast emails, phone calls, or text messages,” 
Lawrence said. “It’s one of those functions that you hope to 
never have to use, but if there is some dangerous event or 
emergency at the school, having that capability will allow 
everyone to be informed of what is going in.” 
   According to Hill, the resolution could have been passed 
without the emergency response system.
   “We could have approved it without the emergency notifi-
cation system,” Hill said. “That would have brought the total 
for the website to $53,456 for the three year maintenance 
and hosting, plus the package itself. So we could have saved 
about $25,000 by backing that out.”
   Hill stressed that the cost per student for the new website is 
suprisingly low. 
   “They said it was about three dollars a head,” Hill said, “A 
head meaning three dollars per student that you input to the 
system. If you do the math on it, that $25,000 comes out to 
one dollar per student per year. So, in my mind, a dollar per 
student per year -- I felt was justifiable.” 
   Other important features include spellcheck, video on 
demand, sync-able calendars, wikis, blogs, podcasts, slide-
shows, and other web 2.0 tools.
   “We can post up the video from board meetings or study 
sessions that we televised, and people can access it directly.” 
Lawrence said.
   There will also be many advantages for teachers. 
    “Storage space for teachers and administrators will be un-
limited,” Hill said. “Teachers will have the ability to easily 
create Flash quizzes and will be able to change the layout of 
their web pages. Their web pages will be quite user friendly.”
   Martinico thinks that the new BPS website will be well 
worth its price tag.
   “I don’t think we have to apologize for keeping current in 
communications,” Martinico said. “Many people are attract-
ed to Birmingham and want to find out about Birmingham 
Schools via the website. And for each new student that we 
bring into the school district, that would off-set the cost of the 
total website. If we brought one student into Birmingham for 
several years, that would easily off-set the cost of the web-
site.”

Photo by Sidney Krandall
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   Birmingham has recently decided to change the system of 
a parking structure. There is, as of last summer, an automated 
system that offers new advancements including easier and 
faster ways to get in and out of the structure. But what hap-
pens when the system becomes too complicated for users to 
understand?
   Recent modifications of the parking structures offer reduced 
waiting time due to their advanced technology.
   There are many pros to this new system including reduced 
operating costs, various ways to pay the parking fee, and se-
curity improvements.
   Despite these obvious benefits, there have also been some 
complaints that the system is far too complicated and makes 
things much more complex than they need to be.
   The new structures were set up last summer, and the com-
plaints came soon after.
   “There were complaints about the structure towards the end 
of last summer but as people have gotten more used to them 
the complaints have stopped,” Brendan Cousino, Assistant 
City Engineer for Birmingham, said.
   The complaints varied from confusing new payment ap-
proaches to irritating exit lines, but one particular situation 
seemed to be the major issue.
   “The primary complaint was about wait times when users 
were not familiar with new equipment, which would back up 
traffic,” Cousino said.
   Cousino added that there are many differences between the 
old parking structure and the automated parking structure.
   “At the three exists there are no full time chasers,” Cousino 
said. “They are reducing costs for operating the parking struc-
tures by $200,000 this year alone.”
   The new system has proven to fail when large sums of 
people are in town. This particularly happens when a popular 
movie has just come out. Excessive amounts of cars pile up 

Julie Naski
Staff Writer
Jnaski@seaholmhighlander.com

in the parking structure and when it is time to leave, the exit 
line is very long.
   “After the premiere of The Last Song, the parking structure 
was completely full,” sophomore Morgan Morton said. 
   As she and her friends tried to maneuver their way towards 
the exit line they could tell people were getting agitated. Driv-
ers were trying to cut people off in order to get in the front of 
the exit line. Some even resorted to using their horns.
   “Eventually one of the workers came out and just let people 
get out for free because it was just taking way too long,” Mor-
ton said.
   Others have also experienced difficult situations while in the 
automated parking structures.
   “When I first used the new parking structure I didn’t really 
know how to leave,” sophomore Sterling Johnson said. “I 
ended up being stuck in there for like twenty minutes.”
   The new system offers more payment options, allowing 
people to use credit and debit cards. People also have the op-
tion of paying at one of the stations located in the stairwells 
and exits of the garage.
   Businesses surrounding the structure say that the structure 
has not affected their establishments. 
   “I think it’s still easy to get a little confused on how the tick-
ets go in,” Marc Secontine, Varsity Shop Manager, said. “But 
no, I don’t think it has affected business.”
   In addition to the reduced amount of money being spent, the 
structures are also handicap accessible with elevators. Other 
user-friendly perks are the first two hours of  free parking and 
free parking all day on Sunday.
   The pros and cons are both evident in the automated park-
ing structure but one thing is for sure: with today’s struggling 
economy, saving money is an excellent feature.

BPD Offers Free Home Drug Testing Kits
Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

   In most public areas, there are a number of inevitable an-
noyances: loud people, loud noises and that very familiar 
smell of cigarette smoke.
   As of May 1, cigarette smoke is no longer inevitable in 
Michigan due to the newly passed smoking ban. 
     Senior Jane Smith* is not happy with the new law.
   “It sucks,” Smith said.
    Though Smith is disappointed by the new ban, she says she 
does understand how smoking in the vicinity of those who 
don’t can become unhealthy. 
   “I can see both sides of the argument,” Smith said. “But it is 
an inconvenience for me.”
   Smith believes that the ban will be rejected within the smok-
er community, but not the community at large. 

   She added that the real issue lies with businesses that rely 
solely on customers who smoke, like sports bars or night 
clubs. 
   “That’s where you’re going to hear a lot of the fighting 
back,” Smith said. 
    Senior Jarae Patterson agrees with Smith.
    “I think that not being able to smoke in public places is good 
in some ways,” Patterson said. “But I don’t necessarily like it, 

or agree with it for the simple fact that I enjoyed going out and 
being able to sit down, eat my food, and enjoy a cigarette.”
   Patterson said that she does believe, for the most part, that 
the new smoking ban is in the best interest of the public, 
mostly due to second hand smoking, but added that smoking 
should still be allowed in certain places.  
   “I don't feel like that it should be banned in some places like 
bars or some restaurants because it more of a social thing for 
some people,” Patterson said.
   Still, not all students think that this the ban has a major im-
pact on the students of Seaholm. 
 “The smoking ban doesn’t affect me,” senior Niobe Mara-
sigan said. “I don’t smoke.” 
   According to manager Franko, Champp’s Americana Res-
taurant in Troy has been flourishing since the new ban. 
    “More people are attracted to come into the restaurant since 
there is no smoke,” Franko said. 
    In addition, Franko said he has not received one complaint 
from a customer that was used to smoking in the restaurant.
    “If anything, [the new ban] has helped,” Franko said. 

Meghan Dooley
Staff Writer
Mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com

Danger After Dark in Booth Park

“I don’t necessarily like [the ban], or 
agree with it for the simple fact that I 

enjoyed going out and being able to sit 
down, eat my food, and enjoy a ciga-

rette.”

Senior Jarae Patterson

   Booth Park has become a new crime hot spot, with inci-
dents ranging from underage drinking to robbery at gunpoint. 
   On March 27 and April 9 kids were robbed at gunpoint at 
the park, located on the corner of Harmony and Old Wood-
ward, and reported having money and cell phones stolen.  
Both instances happened after park hours. 
  “The subjects of the robberies are, again, wallets and pos-
sibly cells phones,” Seaholm Police Liaison Ron Halcrow 
said.
   Police say that the robberies were done by different people. 
  On March 27, Halcrow said a group of Hispanic looking 
teen males held up kids at gunpoint and stole money and cell 
phones. On April 9 two white teen males with blue bandanas 
covering their faces reportedly robbed a group of kids. One of 
the men was said to have used a black semi-automatic hand-
gun to intimidate the kids. 
   “Whether they are actual handguns or pellet pistols or air 
soft guns we are not exactly sure,” Halcrow said.  
   For the past few weekends police officers have been enforc-
ing the park hours and are starting to issue tickets if people are 
found there after 10 p.m.

   “The officers are going to step it up,” Halcrow said. “They 
are going to enforce the curfew.” 
   Suspects 17 and older who violate city mandated curfew go 
to district court, where they can be tried for a minor misde-
meanor. Those 16 and under are considered juveniles. They 
may have to go to court or have a conference with police of-
ficers and their parents.  If they go to court, juveniles will be 
fined up to $90 - $130. 
   In addition to robbery, there have been reports of underage 
drinking and drug occurring behind the park in the trail lead-
ing into the woods. 
  One Birmingham resident who asked to remain anonymous 
says that she doesn’t feel threatened by all of the crimes that 
have happened at the park.  She has no worries about her kids 
either. 
   “They just don’t go hanging out back there,” she said. 
   Upon hearing of the recent crimes, Lynn Crawford, another 
Birmingham resident, was shocked.  
   “It’s pretty alarming,” Crawford said. 
   Crawford was disappointed that she had not been notified 
by the Birmingham police about the recent activity happen-
ing just around the block. 
   Some residents are taking steps to make sure that people 
who are starting trouble are staying away from the park. 
   Bob Przybylo doesn’t want to stay away from Booth Park; 
he is trying to make sure that his neighbors are staying safe.
   “I’ve actually have been more vigilant in like when I drive 

Alissa Henry 
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The ban has upset some students and encouraged others.

   Max Silver* doesn’t want to get caught.   But 
his parents want to know the truth.
   “My parents would get so mad if they knew 
I did drugs,” Silver said. “They’re definitely the 
kind that would test me to see if I was clean.”
   By offering drug tests free of charge, the Bir-
mingham Police Department hopes to help par-
ents with sons and daughters they suspect are 
using drugs.
   “We started offering these free kits to fami-
lies that had some concerns about their sons or 
daughters possibly using,” Detective Corporal 
Ron Halcrow said. “It’s mostly to try to estab-
lish some honesty on [the kid’s] part, and so the 
parents can be proactive.”
   Though Silver doesn’t find the idea of free 
drug kits appealing, he’s certain that his parents 
would.
   “If my parents knew about the tests,” Silver 
said, “they would totally try to get one.”
   According to Halcrow, the  kits test for eight 
different drugs.
   “The one we’re currently giving out right now 
is an eight-panel drug test kit,” Halcrow said. 
“It’s a urine based kit. It tests for barbiturates, 
amphetamines, methamphetamines, cocaine, 
oxycontin, THC, marijuana, and alcohol.”
   The kits are designed for at-home use, so the 

outcome is instant.
   “It’s a home evaluation,” Halcrow said. “[Par-
ents] don’t have to send it out to any company. 
They’ll get immediate results right there.”
   Penalties for testing positive, however, are up 
to the parents.
   “It’s really the parents giving the consequenc-
es,” Crisis Councilor Sherree Williams said. 
“It’s the parents’ decision. The school doesn’t 
drug test kids. We don’t tell parents to drug test 
kids. It’s completely up to the parents.”

   Silver is thankful the school doesn’t penalize 
students, but knows that his parents’ retribution 
would be just as bad, if not worse.
   “If my parents found out that I did drugs, 
my social life would be over,” Silver said. “I 
would be grounded for a while. But I’m glad 
the school doesn’t punish kids. That would just 

make it worse.”
   Halcrow hopes that parents of drug-using 
students will help their children as opposed to 
merely disciplining them.
   “If [parents] suspect that their kids are using,” 
Halcrow said, “then they can get them into 
some medical treatment, a rehab if necessary, 
counseling -- whatever might assist them in 
changing that behavior.”
   If a student is found using drugs at Seaholm, 
Williams says that she is more than willing to 
talk to them. 
   “I like to think that hopefully the outcome is 
positive,” Williams said. “That the kid comes 
up clean. But I will talk to them [if it is nega-
tive].”
   Halcrow also wants to encourage local parents 
to use the Birmingham Police Department’s 
services.
   “As long as they live here in the city,” Hal-
crow said, “Then the door is open for all of 
them to come in to take that kind of action if 
they want to. I’d like to have the people feel free 
to come to see me and talk to me about the is-
sues that parent have.”
   He added that the police department is more 
versatile than many think.
   “It’s not just a simple ‘Bring information in 
and then get prosecution.’ It’s more service ori-
ented right now. So they don’t have to think that 
the police department is just one-dimensional.”

*Names have been changed.

“My parents would get so 
mad if they  knew I did drugs. 
They’re definitely the kind that 
would test me to see if I was 

clean.”

   Seaholm student Max Silver*

Re-Structured
Changes to local 
parking structures 
leave some kids 
confused

Make sure your 
voice is heard.  
Write a letter 
to the editor.

tips@seaholmhighlander.com

by Booth Park, especially late at night to see if there [are] any 
strange people out there,” Przybylo said. 
   While residents are alarmed about the crimes that have been 
happening in Booth Park, Crawford says that it is somewhat 

inevitable. 
   “I guess I always felt like that just goes with the territory 
when you have a public space that a lot of people come and 
use,” Crawford said. 

The Birmingham Police Department is now offering drug kits like this.    Photo by Sidney Krandall

An increased crime rate at Booth Park, located in Birmingham, has nearby residents concerned.         Photo by Sidney Krandall

Smoke Signals

Photo by Sidney Krandall



News6 Friday, May 28, 2010
the highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.com

   On Thursday April 22, students, parents, 
friends and colleagues hosted a pasta dinner 
fundraiser and silent auction for teacher Redi 
Abazi at the Derby Middle School.
   Abazi, a Birmingham Public Schools math 
teacher was diagnosed earlier this year with 
stomach cancer, and has been courageously 
battling the disease ever since.
   The dinner fundraiser was packed with sup-
porters and many attendees participated in the 
silent auction.
   “Many people donated wonderful prizes for 
the silent auction we had at Redi’s fundraiser,” 
Derby Front Office Attendant Jill Morrison 
said. “Anyone interested in donating something 
for the silent auction dropped the item off to me 
at the front office of Derby during the school 
day.”
   The list of silent auction items that were do-

nated grew daily. One item up for auction was 
a two night stay at Boyne Highlands. Another 
family donated a two night stay at the Lilac Tree 
Suites on Mackinac Island. 
   There were gift certificates for dinner at The 
Beverly Hills Grill, a Family Movie Night 
package including movies, popcorn and candy 
and other family recreational outings. 
   A number of gift cards were donated includ-
ing one for Gordon Foods, several for Big Boy 
Restaurants and Jet’s Pizza. There were even 
two sets of tickets to Detroit Tigers games, tick-
ets to a concert at DTE Music Theater. In total, 
there were more than 130 items up for auction. 
   During his four years teaching for the Bir-
mingham Public Schools, Abazi has become 
popular with students and parents alike for his 
enthusiasm and classroom techniques, as well 
as his personality and well known sense of hu-
mor. Abazi was often seen riding his bicycle to 
teach math classes at Derby and Seaholm.
   Junior Evan Weller took Abazi’s Algebra class 
over the summer. 

Austin Schea
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Students Hold Fundraiser for Derby Teacher

   “One of the things that really helped me was 
that Mr. Abazi was always willing to go through 
everything as many times as needed so we 
would all get it,” Weller said. “Even taking the 
extra time here and there, we never fell behind 
and were always right on schedule.” 
   From his experience, Weller felt that Abazi 
seems to really enjoy teaching his students and 
making math fun to learn and relevant to the sci-
ences and other classes. 
   “Mr. Abazi would tell us stories about his life 
and experiences that made teaching math en-
joyable to him,” Weller said. “His stories were 
always interesting and made the class a lot more 
human.” 
   When people at Derby learned of Abazi’s ill-
ness, they immediately mobilized in an effort to 
do whatever they could for Redi and his family. 
The pasta dinner and silent auction were just 
some of the ways they are showing their sup-
port.
   “Redi has a wife and three young children,” 
Derby Counselor Patricia Dennis said. “We are 

all rallying our support for him and tried to off-
set some expenses with the spaghetti dinner and 
silent auction we had at Derby.” 
   The fundraiser turn out was large consider-
ing weekday evenings are so busy for most stu-
dents and parents.
   “There will probably be many who would like 
to support this great cause for such a wonderful 
man, but were unable to attend the fundraiser 
for Redi,” Dennis said. “Any members of the 
community interested in supporting this worthy 
cause for a great teacher may drop off or send 
contributions in care of Derby Middle School.” 
   Word of the fundraiser at Derby spread quick-
ly throughout the Birmingham Public Schools.
   “Most everyone who knows Redi Abazi is 
showing their support in some way to acknowl-
edge what a good friend he has been and show 
how much he is respected by all of us,” Dennis 
said. 
   On April 1, the students and staff of Derby 
honored Abazi with what they called “Red Out 
for Redi”, and the entire school wore red to 
school to show their support. 
   “The night of the pasta fundraiser felt like 
family; past, present and future,” Derby teacher 
Rosemary Hall said. “Former students recon-
nected with their old teachers while the little 
Derby Dragons of the future ran around in the 
courtyard enjoying the evening.”
   There were many students in attendance that 
came alone to the event or with other students if 

their parents were not able to attend.
   “My daughter, Lauren, couldn’t wait to finish 
her Seaholm soccer game so she could get to 
the event to support Mr. Abazi and see friends,” 
Hall said. “It was easy to feel the love and depth 
of emotion surrounding this wonderful teacher. 
What a great night, what a great man.”
   Everyone we spoke to had a wonderful time at 
the pasta fundraiser.
   “I worked at the dinner for Mr. Abazi”, Derby 
Librarian Sue Taylor said. “The whole experi-
ence was amazing. It was wonderful to be a 
part of an experience where our whole staff and 
community contributed.” 
   “The feeling in the building was electric the 
whole night. I was so grateful to be a part of this 
experience,” Taylor said.
   Abazi responded in an open letter sent to 
Seaholm; 
   “Dear Seaholm Students and staff, Thank you 
for all you have done to help my family. Your 
support has been a great encouragement to us 
and a very practical help in my battle against 
cancer. So many of you went out of your way 
to help and encourage us through the Penny 
Wars, notes of encouragement, and many other 
kind acts. It was nice to see so many of you at 
the Spaghetti Dinner as well. All that you have 
done to help and encourage us has meant a lot 
to me and my family. 
   Thank you again!
   Redi Abazi” 

Derby Teacher Redi Abazi poses with a student at the pasta dinner and silent auction fundraiser held in his honor. Photo courtesy of  Michaela McGrath

Derby students sell tickets and bracelets to raise money.        Photo courtesy of  Michaela McGrath.
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To the Seaholm Highlander Editorial Staff and 
Seaholm students,
   First, I’d like to congratulate the entire High-
lander Staff on yet another excellent issue and 
thank you for initiating dialogue on issues that 
concern all of Seaholm.  While I agree with 
your recent comment that students need to do 
more to help deter the thefts that are occurring 
in our building, I respectfully disagree with your 
call to install security cameras for the following 
reasons:
   1-Cameras are really a band-aid to a problem 
that needs to be looked at much more deeply.  
Countless studies have shown cameras don’t 
stop crime from occurring and at best, they 
might help to catch someone after a crime has 
been committed. There simply aren’t enough 
cameras in the world to catch every 
bad thing that happens in our building. 
If you don’t believe me, ask the mayors 
of urban areas such as Newark, New 
Jersey or Chicago, Illinois.  Currently 
those mayors have opted to install se-
curity cameras not just in downtown 
shopping areas, but throughout neigh-
borhoods as well. So has crime slowed 
down at all? Only slightly, in Newark 
and in Chicago, violent crime has gotten so bad 
that city leaders and residents are calling for 
help from the National Guard.  And speaking 
of shopping, I’m sure you’re thinking down-
town Birmingham has cameras everywhere, so 
what’s the big deal? The big deal is the differ-
ence between private enterprise and a public en-
tity.  In a private enterprise such as clothing store 
there’s an exchange of goods and services for 
currency, like cash, checks, or a credit card.  It’s 
a presumed, private transaction between you, 
(the buyer) and the business owner. So if busi-
nesses set up cameras to make sure I pay for the 
goods they’ve given me I see no problem with 
that. But school is not an adventure in shopping. 
When you go to school you’re participating in 
an exchange of ideas in a public arena. When 
I come to work I’m participating in the teach-
ing and learning process, not roaming the aisles 
inside Nordstrom. So why do I need cameras 
on me? I’m sorry guys-I don’t equate school 
with shopping, and I don’t want the norms that 
accompany private business transactions to be-
come the norms we adhere to in transactions 
regarding knowledge and ideas.
   2-If you really believe cameras are the pana-
cea to all that ails us, then ok, let’s get them. Just 
one question though-where’s the money com-
ing from to pay for these things? Now if you 
scratch the surface you’d be able to tell me the 
cost of the cameras would be paid by the XYZ 
fund. Then I’d have to ask where does the 
money from the XYZ fund come from? And 

we could continue that line of inquiry until we 
would probably get back to my original ques-
tion - where’s the money coming from folks? 
As a nation we’re still mired in the worst re-
cession since the Great Depression (ask your 
history teachers for more details). The state of 
Michigan has been hit very, very hard due to the 
loss of hundreds of thousands of jobs associ-
ated with the automobile industry.  And partly 
because of that, Michigan’s public schools are 
dealing with deficits and cuts that are unprec-
edented. Even affluent districts like ours are see-
ing cuts no one has experienced before, and you 
know this if for no other reason than the expert 
reporting the Highlander has been doing on this 
very issue. Teachers, staff and administrators 
have put up valiant efforts to continue giving 
you the best quality instruction possible, even 
in the face of financial difficulties and uncertain 

times.  So knowing this, do we really need to 
spend what would be a pretty good chunk of 
change to get cameras to help us to stop steal-
ing from each other?  And if we did purchase 
the cameras, wouldn’t there always be a small 
part of you wondering if the money that was 
spent on the cameras could have been used for 
more books, additional hall monitors, computer 
upgrades, or anything that would enhance your 
educational experience? So again I’d say if this 
is what you want ok - but where’s the money 
coming from folks?
   3-We are a nation built on the premise of fol-
lowing fair laws that are made by people who 
look like us, represent us, and who try as best 
they can to follow the path of justice.  In the Unit-
ed States you’re innocent until proven guilty, 
right? So what am I saying that if Seaholm gets 
security cameras we might as well rip up the 
Constitution of the United States? No, believe 
it or not, I’m not that radical. But I would ask 
you to just ponder the following scenario.  It’s 
10 minutes into 5th hour and you decide you 
really need to go to the bathroom.  So you ask 
permission from your teacher, he gives you a 
pass, and off you go. After your bathroom trip 
you stop to fill up your water bottle and you 
see a friend so you chat for a couple of minutes 
before heading back to class.  When you come 
to school the next day you’re summoned to 
the assistant principal’s office but you have no 
clue as to why you need to go there. Once there 
you’re asked about your whereabouts during 

the first 20 minutes of 5th hour the day before.  
You explain where you were, ‘cause it was no 
big deal, right? Turns out there was an Iphone 
theft right around the same time you were by 
the locker rooms, and it was clearly you by 
the locker rooms because you were caught on 
video.  Why, at that moment in your conversa-
tion with the assistant principal, might you be 
angry? Could it be because you were being 
asked about a theft you had nothing to do with? 
Or maybe you’d feel some resentment towards 
the assistant principal (who’s just doing her job 
remember) because all of a sudden you feel 
lumped in with kids who actually do bad things, 
but that’s not you. Maybe you’re not angry or 
worried at that moment at all because you’re 
the star football player who ran in for a touch-
down that beat Groves; or because you’ve got 
inside information that Mrs. Boyer likes you the 

best of all the sophomore girls; or maybe 
you’re not worried because your dad 
works out at the same gym as Mr. Piper 
so you never get into trouble. If those are 
the thoughts that run through your mind 
as to why you’d never be accused of any 
wrong doing at Seaholm, I’d encour-
age you to change your thoughts. Once 
you’re caught on camera none of those 
ace cards (which really weren’t ace cards 

to begin with quite honestly) will matter-you 
will be presumed guilty until you can prove 
your innocence, and the best thing you could do 
is hope that you remembered to register the se-
rial number on your Iphone because it probably 
looks just like the one that was stolen when you 
were roaming the halls.
   Finally I’d like to challenge each student to 
do as the Highlander staff suggested and step 
up to the plate on this issue.  Cameras, suspen-
sions and punitive measures as far as the eye 
can see will never stop crime from seeping into 
our building - but you can help stop it. If you 
know me at all you know I deeply believe in 
the power of one person to make a positive dif-
ference in the world.  That means I believe in 
each of you to make a difference right now. Let 
someone know it’s not cool to steal for a joke 
or for any other reason. If you see something 
suspicious, take responsibility and tell someone 
who can do something about it. Talk to each 
other - empower one another to plan dialogue 
sessions where you and your friends can hash 
out this issue. Talk to your parents about how 
they can help. Then, talk to your teachers, Mr. 
Piper, Mrs. Boyer, or Mrs. Peterson about your 
ideas on how we can make things better. You 
can do this. WE must do this. 

Thanks and Peace.
Ms. Moten 
Seaholm English Department/Flex Team 
member

Letter to the Editor: Seaholm Flex Teacher 
Against Security Camera Installation 

   Thanks for stopping by the final edition of 
Matt’s Cats. I am so pleased with the kind re-
sponse from the readers this past trimester.  
As will all other issues, in this last article, I 
have gathered questions from members of the 
Seaholm community and have recieved input 
from a Veterinarian, as well as included my per-
sonal opinion regarding the questions.  
   For this issue, the veterinarian answers will 
come from Dr. Sharon Friedman. She gradu-
ated from Michigan State University in 1995 
and has been employed at the Berkley Animal 
Clinic for over 10 years.

   This first poorly written limerick comes from 
Peter Shaheen, a teacher:
    "There once was an old man in need of a cat,
    But his allergies were awful; o drat!
    So hence he decided to write this letter:
    To query what feline might be better-
    For a sneezer geezer. What say you, Matt?"
   Vet's Answer:
   "It's not actually the cat you're allergic to, it's 
the dander; small proteins that cats shed from 
their skin. You can try to decrease the con-
tamination in the environment by bathing or 
spraying your cat with a product designed to 
minimize cat dander, vacuuming and dust-
ing frequently to minimize the dander in your 
house, and purchasing a HEPA filter to clean the 
air. Your veterinarian can prescribe Ace allergy 
drops, which you add to your cat's water dish 
daily, to help minimize the amount of dander. 
Finally, some breeds of cats have a reputation 
of being 'hypoallergenic'. These include the 
Devon and Cornish Rex cats, the Sphynx and 
the Siberian cat."
   Matt's Answer:
   First off, the question was addressed to me, 

so I'd appreciate if the vet would stay out of 
this. I mean, the last words in his rhyme were 
"What say you, Matt"- not "What say you, Sha-
ron". "Sharon" doesn't even rhyme with "cat" 
or "drat". Here I am, trying my best to give this 
guy the advice he needs, and this vet just chimes 
in- unbelievable.

   This second question comes from my home 
slice, Jack Isler, a sophomore:
   "My cat Milo is always getting into trouble. I 
love him, but how can I properly discipline my 
cat?"

   Vet's Answer:
   "The best way to discipline a cat is when he's 
not looking! ... For example, if he is jumping 
onto the table or counter, try putting down plas-
tic wrap and smearing the surface with baby oil. 
He won't be able to see it, but he'll definitely feel 
(and not like) it when he jumps up, prompting 
him to immediately jump off and decreasing the 
chance he'll do it again. If he is scratching furni-
ture, first provide him with a scratching post in 
the area, then cover up the furniture corner with 

a large piece of double 
sided sticky tape (avail-
able at pet stores). Again, 
he will not like the sticky 
feel on his paws, which 
should prompt him to 
avoid the furniture and 
look for a new spot to 
scratch- hopefully his 
new scratching post."
   Matt's Answer:
   Politely ask him to stop. 
If that doesn't work, try 
offering money.
   If you have questions 
about your cat, please do 
not e-mail me at Mcot-
ter@seaholmhighlander.
com.

Matt’s Cats: The Final Edition

“I deeply believe in the power of one person to 
make a positive difference in the world.”

Robin Moten
Seaholm Flex Teacher

Matt Cotter
Staff Writer
Mcotter@seaholmhighlander.com

Milo, sophomore Jack Isler’s cat, looks 
into the face of trouble, without fear.                
Photos Courtesy of Jack Isler

According to our vet, the best time to discipline your 
cat is when it’s not looking. Matt disagrees.
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   For those of you that don’t know me, 
I am Luke Walocko, a senior who will 
be attending the University of Michigan 
next year. I want to take just a minute 
of your time to give you some flawless 
advice on how to be successful at this 
school in the most efficient way possible.
   Here are your three options:
   •  Option One: Do all your homework, 
study all your homework, study all your 
tests, study in the summer, and freak out 
about school.
   •  Option Two: Take a gamble and try to 
cheat “the system”
   •  Option Three: Work “the system” to 
your benefit
   You are probably asking “What is the 
system?” In the case of all of us, the sys-
tem is Seaholm. We use Seaholm to try 
to get to the next level in our education. 
The intent of the system is to give back 

as much as someone puts into it. For better or worse, some of us have found ways 
to get around the system, and achieve the same goals as someone who blindly fol-
lowed the system all the way through. All three of these options have been proven 
to work, but all of them are not completely foolproof.
   So option one. If you follow option one exactly, you will get where you want: Col-
lege of choice, job; it’s all yours. Unfortunately, you will probably have a miserable 
life and other social issues that will lead to your certain doom. I have seen option one 
do this to someone, so trust me on this: You don’t want it.
   Option two. This choice can arguably reap the same awards as option one, but 
with much less work required on your part. You need to be very smart to use this 
option and you need to know what you are doing. The only catch is that if you get 
busted, it is all over. Good luck getting into the school you want to, and forget about 
being trusted again by your teachers. I have seen this option work before, but I have 
seen it blow up in far more people’s faces. The stress and risks associated with this 
option might not be worth it.  Move along to the next option or proceed at your 
own risk.

Luke Walocko
Guest Columnist

Final words of wisdom from a graduating senior

 When teenagers in 
Europe are think-
ing about the High 
School life here, 
first things in ev-
eryone’s mind are 
football players and 
cheerleaders, school 
dances and musicals, 
thanks to the Ameri-
can Pie and some 
other movies.  When 
I came here, I was 
able to experience 
what is it in reality.
   Stepping in to the 
new school is never easy. My situation was even harder.  
   It was also a new country, a new culture, a foreign language 
and I was living with a new family. 
   Almost everyone had grown up together and they knew 
each other.  I didn’t know anyone. 
   During the year, I felt like I was building a huge puzzle 
with 1300 pieces. I started to meet new people and pieces 
started to come together.  I noticed that teenagers in this side 
of the Atlantic are not that different. It was funny to see so 
clear connections between many friend groups here and in 
my old school. There is also always the same drama with 
relationships and gossips, pressure with studies and sports.
    One of my favorite things here is the school spirit. In Fin-
land, your school is just the school. You go to study and to see 
your friends, but there is no school sports, clubs or any other 
after school activities. Everything else is outside the school.  
   I really enjoyed going to the football and basketball games. 
It was amazing to see how all the students were supporting 
the team. Events like the Field Day were also new to me, it 
was fun to feel “part of the class” when everyone was hav-
ing fun. 
      Our school system in Finland is one of the world’s bests 
and most of the exchange students have been saying how 
“people in America are dumb and school is so easy”. I was 
happy to see how Seaholm is everything else than that. Stu-
dents are really working for their grades and the attitude is 
positive and supportive.  It was shocking to me how much 
pressure students are facing when they are trying to get into 
the good schools.  All universities in Finland are free, so we 
don’t have any competitions of the scholarships.  Now I un-
derstand better how lucky we are.
        I am going back home in June. I have to finish my High 
School, so I am going to have two senior years! I would like 
to thank everyone who had helped me during the year. I am 
really going to miss everyone I have met!

Katti Karkkainen
Guest Columnist

Foreign exchange student 
reflects on her year abroad

Highlander 
Editorial 

   Now on to option three. If done right, option three takes the best of both worlds 
between option one and option two. If you play your cards right, you can get the 
benefits of option one with minimal effort and without the baggage of moral issues 
that come along with option two.
    I wish I could sit down with any of you and tell you everything, but I will lay out 
a basic blueprint on how you can work the system:
  Only do homework you need to do: Only do the amounts of homework you need 
to do to gain a good understanding of the material. For some people this might be 
all of a homework assignment, for others it might be zero. Sure, you can take a lot of 
joke classes where you have to do your homework to pass, but when you reach the 
higher level classes, the tests are all that counts. For all you teachers out there who 
love giving busy work; know that you are wasting your own time.
   You already know the grade you will get in a class: Some kids are just naturally 
smart; they know they will get an A in a high level class no matter how much they 
try in it. The point here is ***THAT FOR THE MOST PART*** even if you try 
harder to get a higher grade, it usually doesn’t happen. I really debated putting this 
in here, and I know a lot of teachers will think I am wrong, but they all know I am 
right. Don’t waste your time. You’re going to get the grade you are going to get.
   Do not adjust your ways or habits for a specific teacher: Some teachers will not 
mind how you do homework, others will. Some teachers will not like you, again, 
others will. These are just things that are out of your control. There is nothing you 
can do about teachers who grade their students subjectively, and trust me; there are 
teachers at this school who do grade in this foul manner. Again, you are going to get 
the grade you are going to get from a specific teacher and there is no changing that. 
Don’t raise your blood pressure over one teacher. 
   Have common sense: It is up to you to decide how close or far away you want 
to be from option two or three. Every single person has different bounds or limits 
they are willing to cross to achieve the wanted result. It all comes down to how far 
you are willing to go to get what you want. Whatever your choice is, be smart about 
what you are doing, and finally don’t get caught. 
   To all the teachers reading this, I am not an idiot. I chose my words very carefully 
to not incriminate myself into anything that goes against the honor code. I will say 
this though; any student who is able to pull off option two is a genius in their own 
right. 
   I know many of you out there (you know who you are) have been waiting for 
me to write something like this for a long time, and I wish I could have told you 
more, but I am already 60 characters over what I was given to work with. To keep 
this short, I wish all of you the best of luck at Seaholm for your years to come, and 
I hope you follow my advice.

Graduating senior Luke Walocko 
is best known for his witty banter 
during Mr. Bruns’ calculus classes. 
 Photo By: Sidney Krandall

Money Well Spent?

   Birmingham School District is 
currently planning on spending an 
estimated $78,256 on a new dis-
trict website and $49,000 on a trip 
to Boston for 70 teachers to learn 
how to use the technological teach-
ing aid Ignite! 
   The Highlander recognizes the 
need in this day and age to take the 
education of Seaholm students into 
the 21st Century. However, falling 
back into the 19th century is at risk 
if the district continues to choose 
shooting for the stars over, say, lay-
ing off one less teacher, replacing 
a few old textbooks that have been 
here for longer than the C hall, or 
(and this is just a suggestion, from 
a friend to a friend) put some mon-
ey towards balancing the deficit the 
district is facing. 
   Sometimes the biggest enemy of 
‘good’ is ‘great’--by spending so 
much money on trying to be great, 
to be better than we currently are, 
the district is losing sight of the 
fact that if we spend outside of our 
means, Birmingham will no longer 
be able live up to its reputation of 
one of the best public school dis-
tricts in the state. 
   The need to stay financially sol-
vent outweighs that of the need to 
stay cutting edge. The administra-
tion is letting dreams of grandeur 
get in the way of simply staying 
alive as a district.

   Priority numero uno needs to be 
keeping our head above the ever-
rising tide of debt that has the dis-
trict doing the doggy paddle trying 
not to be swept away by the waves, 
not trying to make sure we’re 
wearing super cool clothes while 
we drown. 
   As a healthy alternative to 
spending a total of approximately 
$128,000 things that are nice but 
unnecessary, The Highlander sug-
gests the following:
   - Either live with the current web-
site (which is honestly not that bad 
at all) or else upgrade the website 
for less than one and a half times 
the amount of money a teacher 
makes in a year
   -Instead of spending so much 
money on trips to learn about the 
Ignite! program, live within our 
technological means (which, to be 
honest, aren’t being tapped into too 
much). For example, encouraging 
or requiring the use of valuable re-
courses such as Twitter, Youtube, 
or the countless online encyclope-
dias that the school pays for but 
are not used by most sends us into 
the 21st century without spending 
$49,000 on trips to Boston. 
      The district is in huge financial 
trouble without splurging as much 
as it is. Though the money is going 
to places that are beneficial for the 
district, the most beneficial thing 
for the district to do is to pinch its 
pennies—especially if the district 
is going to ask teachers to take a 
pay cut. 

Editors Note Regarding 
‘Student Caught on Tape 
Breaking into Lockers’
   On May 25, 2010, our editorial board completed two 
versions of the story, “Student Caught on Tape Break-
ing into Lockers”.  One version included the name of 
the student who admitted to stealing items from the 
boys locker room, the other left him anonymous.  
   We understood from the beginning that there were 
several potential legal road blocks that stood in the 
way of running the story mentioning the name of the 
student.  
   This was not a spur of the moment decision.  Only 
a core group of six reporters knew the exact details of 
the story.  In total, more than thirty hours were spent 
researching, discussing, and reporting the story.  
   As more time passed and sources revealed more in-
formation, the story became more compelling.  After 
making several calls and interviewing many sources, 
we completed both versions of the story.   
   Upon completion of both stories, our adviser in-
structed us to contact several legal sources, including 
the Michigan Press Association and the Student Press 
Law Center.  
   One source encouraged us to run the version includ-
ing the student’s name.
   After a 15 minute discussion with our adviser and an 
editor, the other legal source ultimately suggested we 
use the version without the name.  
   These reservations, did not, we’re told, place us in 
direct danger of legal liability.  They did, however, not 
completely clear The Highlander, the student report-
ers, and Seaholm High School from liability.
   Along with the advice that we received, we chose 
not to run the story with names due to the lack of a few 
additional sources to confirm what has already been 
told to us.   
   The editorial board held several meetings regarding 
this story, and have discussed for considerable time to 
plan the best possible way to handle writing and pub-
lishing this story. 
   While much of our discussion surrounded on the 
question of whether to name the student, we also con-
sidered each step very carefully as we pursued the 
story.  
   This story has never been about passing judgment, 
deciding punishments nor following personal agen-
das.  
   This story, from the beginning, has been about one 
thing only: telling the truth.  
   Finding the truth, no matter what the story will al-
ways be a priority.
   But reporting the story- any story- in a responsible, 
accurate and objective manner will always be para-
mount.  

Write a Letter to the Editor
tips@mail.seaholmhighlander.com

Questions surround the judgment of spending nearly $80,000 on website
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Class of 2010

Rooming Blind

With a Friend

1. Meeting new people

2. Exposure to new thoughts 

and ideas

3. “Reinventing” yourself

4. Stretching yourself in 

terms of relationships

1. Not meeting new 

people

2. Ruin friendships

3. Friends borrow clothes

1. Decreases anxiety of hav-

ing a crazy roommate

2. At least one immediate 

comfort

3. Help adjust to 1st year

4. No roommate surprises

1. No common friends

2. Different sleeping 

schedules

3. Unsure of person’s living 

habits

4. Rooming with a psycho

 Passing                                 Torch

“Get a basketball 
scholarship and you 

don’t have to do 
anything.” 

Richaud Pack

“Enjoy senior year while you 
can because you can’t get 
it back. Have good relation-
ships with people before you 

leave for school.”
Shea Renne

“Don’t slack off as 
much as you think 
you can, but still try 

to have fun.” 
Bill Getschman

“Savor the special events as 
each occurs and don’t wish 
your lives away. And take 
multiple English classes.” 

Mrs. Hall

Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

Jacqueline Potash
Staff Writer
Jpotash@seaholmhighlander.com

the

“Don’t come 
back.” 

Joe Denison

“Apply to 
college early.” 
Keith Otterbein

“Understand that it’s 
a tough time.” 

Mr. Reed-Nordwall

“Don’t try to take the 
easy way out.” 
Ms. Martin

“Stay happy.” 
Katie Bowden

“Write your college 
essay early.” 

Olivia DeAngelis

“Watch your absences 
third trimester.” 
Calley McMillan

“Take advantage of the 
time that you have with 

your particular grade and 
the people in it.” 

Jill Spina

“Remember to study because 
your grades are still impor-

tant, but don’t let it get in the 
way of having fun.  Make the 

most of everything.” 
Lindsey Laporte

Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

Pros Cons

Pros Cons

The college roommate situation:
What we will  miss about seaholm

   “I’ll miss seeing my friends and Mrs. Ruedisueli.” 
   -Natalie Gross

   “I will miss playing basketball on Seaholm’s floor with 
my teammates.”    -Buddy Ellis 

   “I will miss lunch with Mrs. Rusek and Kate Becker while watching Ellen 
DeGeneres, and of course broadcasting class.”  -Aiden Keanan

   “I will really miss Seaholm tennis.  I have made lifelong friends on the 
team, and I’ll miss playing matches with them, but I know I will be in 
contact with them often.”    -Kaitlyn Miller

   “I’ll miss walking down the halls with my friends, so involved in our 

conversation that I walk straight past the classroom.”  -Lindsay Paulsen

   “I’ll miss the friends I made in the sports I have played here; they are all 

going different places next year so it will be tough to keep in touch with 

all of them.  I will also miss Bobby Willen.”   -Bill Getschman

“I’ll miss the close friendships I’ve made from being in musical.  We all 
spent a lot of time putting the musical together and I’ll miss all of the 
hard work that was put into each of them.”   -Josh Bering





Michigan
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Micaela Acomb
Audrey Armitage 
Lanie Barron 
Lisa Bender 
Marcus Brown 
Luca Capicchioni 
Jake Drutchas 
Kyle Eaton 
Katie Finley 
Jessie Fletcher 
Makenzie Flynn 
John Foley 
Katie Frazier 
Matt Gaus 
Daniel Ghang 
Erin Greenberger
Nick Hill 
Zach Hill 
Dara Holliday
Andrew Kenety
Dana Klindt 
Doree Kreitman 
Bridget Laverty 
Antasha Lawson-Malcom
Matthew Maertens 
Alex Mathews 
Kyle McLain 
Clay Monahan 
Adam Mondry 
Alex Naski 
Nick Naski 
Alec Nathan 
Sarah Norris 
Maggie O’Reilly Treter 
Barclay Oudersluys 
Erica Reich 
Shea Renne 
Bronte Root
Rachel Rowlands 
Paige Rutkowski 
Jeffrey Sarazin 
Josh Schaefer 
Katherine Sherbin 
Sara Swierczynski
Hallie Taylor
Luke Walocko
Ross Wilberding
J.C. Wilhelm 
Liz Williams

Michigan State University
Kail Aiello
Zade Alsawah
Audra Artzberger
Juliana Bada

Kevin Betts
James Biehl
Peter Blank
Isabel Calder
Sara Cook
Joel Cortright
Joe Denison
Chad Ebling
Kyle Eick
Buddy Ellis IV
Jimmy Feiten
David Foreman
Franny Gagnier
Matt Gallinger
Jeff Groth
Mac Hyman
Brooke Jackson
Elyse Jackson
Katie Kavanaugh
Jacqueline Kendall
Samantha Krawczak
Haley Landgraff
Lindsey Laporte
Kyle Lydy
Mari Manoogian
Kaitlyn Miller
Michael Nelson
Keith Otterbein
Molly Parsons
Gia Schiedt
Paige Sienkiewicz
Julia Smith
Alexandra Thane
Bennett Thomson
Lane Vines
Rachel Wahl
Kathryn Watts
Charlie Wilshire
Paige Young

Central Michigan University
Danielle Aldridge 
Nady Bilani
Morgan Booth
Lucas Brinton
Brent Cebulski
Madio Corradi
Stephanie Curcuru
Jake Flattery
Joe Franceschelli
Jake Gilbert
Jordan Glass
Michael Johnson
Tyler Kerstetter
Alec Larry

Niobe Marasigan
Calley McMillan
Tommy McCardle
Allison Mullen
Andrew Murphy
Jeff Page
Alexandra Reed
Greg Schwartz
Melissa Sinclair
Alex Susalla

Oakland University
Joshua Bering
Mary Hathaway
Waseem Kazi
Jess Klima
Jessica Malen
Addy Miller
Emily Marchak
Jacqueline Potash
Andriana Vetor
Heather Whitelaw
Alex Zohoury

Western Michigan University
Mary Connolly
Matthew Cotter
Nigel Crymes
Emily Davis
Hannah Falberg
Katelyn Glime
Keanen Hampton
Katie Kaugher
Sarah Seiler
Chris Smith

Oakland Community College
David Applebaum
Jack Burnie
Brian Cerrito
Jason DeLong
Caitlin Dixon
Lauren Fasang
Greg Finn

Hope College
Jake Bowman
Bill Getschman
Allison Greene
Mackenzie Kostizen
Eric Sherman
Megan Schowalter

Albion College
Michael Beck
Josh Cohen
Emily Mathias
Brian Paul
Heather Stoner

Grand Valley State University
Kate Becker
Lydia Matthes
Alexander Nolte
Jacob Simon

Adrian College
Mollie Bernard
Thomas Smendzuik

University of Detroit Mercy
Emily Sharick
Evan Stout

University of Michigan-Dearborn
Cole Armil
Peter Mayhew

Aquinas College
Caitlin MacEachern

Cornerstone University
Aubrie Sass

Ferris State University
Geena Pickering

Kalamazoo College
Alexandra Stephens

Northwood University
Dominic Moceri

Schoolcraft College
Claire Chouinard

Specs Howard 
Jeremy Edwards

Wayne State University
Allison Fisher

Arizona
Arizona State University
Natalie Gross
Conner Pavone
Ryan Petry
Samantha Shebib

California
Cal Poly
Devon Martin

Loyola Marymount
Katie Bowden

University of California- Los Angeles
Viktor Chen

Colorado
University of Colorado at Boulder
Jesse Frank
Melanie Rogers

Connecticut
Quinnipiac University
Emily Vincent



 Pennsylvania
Penn State
Danny Bailey

University of Pittsburgh
Chirs O’Connor

Tennessee
Belmont University
Jane Howard

Vanderbilt University
Amanda Palmer

Virginia
North Virginia Community College
David Miller

Radford University
Olivia De Angelis

Roanoke College
Scott Drummond

Wisconsin
University of Wisconsin- Madison
Lauren Stinson

International 
Ryerson University- Toronto
Lindsay Boeckl

Kalamazoo College
Alexandra Stephens

Northwood University
Dominic Moceri

Schoolcraft College
Claire Chouinard

Specs Howard 
Jeremy Edwards

Wayne State University
Allison Fisher

Arizona
Arizona State University
Natalie Gross
Conner Pavone
Ryan Petry
Samantha Shebib

California
Cal Poly
Devon Martin

Loyola Marymount
Katie Bowden

University of California- Los Angeles
Viktor Chen

Colorado
University of Colorado at Boulder
Jesse Frank
Melanie Rogers

Connecticut
Quinnipiac University
Emily Vincent

Florida
Florida International University
Richaud Pack

Full Sail University
Thomas Irwin
Thad Tobin

University of Miami
Ryan Grenn

Illinois
Columbia College, Chicago
Jarae Patterson

DePaul
Louise Eriksen

University of Illinois
Alex Lakocy

University of Loyola, Chicago
Shannon Garavaglia

Wheaton College
Ginny Melby

Indiana
Butler University
Ali Restaino

DePauw
Jen Evans
Garth Synnestvedt

Indiana University
Abby Levitsky

Purdue University
Michael Sarzynski

Massachusettes
Boston College
Kate Murray

Boston University
Lindsey Paulsen
Connor Ridenour

Massechusettes Institiute of Technology
Calley Murphy

Mississippi
University of Mississippi
Sam Baughman
Katie Stewart

New Hampshire
Dartmouth College
Ellen Weburg
Amanda Smith

New Jersey
Princeton University
Jillian Spina

New York
Hamiltion College
Gigi Fraser

United States Military Academy
Calla Glavin
Mack Howell
Charlie Kelly

North Carolina
Wake Forest University
Allie Leitch

Ohio
University of Miami, Ohio
Mckenzie Hess
Max Koskela
Matt McCarthy
Lindsay Moss
Adam Vick 

Denison University
James Held
Mallory Hinz
Alex Wood

Kent State University
Andy Renton

Ohio University
Ana Gomez

University of Cincinnati
Kate Elder

University of Dayton
Robbie Stachler

Xavier University
Aidan Keenan

Top College Choices
University of Michigan- 21%

Michigan State University- 18%

Central Michigan University- 11%

Other- 50%

Graphics Designed by Mari Manoogian
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Josh Cohen Amanda Smith Mari Manoogian

Lindsay BoecklAlec Larry Paige Young Peter Mayhew

Co-Editor in Chief Lifestyles Editor Opinion Editor

Sports Editor Business Manager Director of Emerging Media

College Major:

Future Journalism Plans?

What will you miss about 
The Highlander?

English/Communications

Writing and Page Design for the 
Michigan Daily

College Major:
What will you miss about 
The Highlander?

Future Journalism Plans?

College Major:
What will you miss about 
The Highlander?

Future Journalism Plans?

Goodbye Highlander, Hello Higher Education

Juliana Bada Ayannah Carson Javon Castillo Eric Deacon Jesse Frank Mary Hathaway James Held

Zach Hill Haley Landgraff Allison Mullen Nick Naski Jillian Spina

David Foreman Josh Schaefer Matthew Cotter

College Major: Political Science
What will you miss about The 
Highlander?

Co-Editor in Chief

 English--Creative Writing

The legendary Editorial Board It’s gonna miss me
Future Journalism Plans?

Photo Editor

College Major:
What will you miss about 
The Highlander?

Future Journalism Plans?

College Major:
What will you miss about 
The Highlander?

Future Journalism Plans?

College Major:
What will you miss about 
The Highlander?

Future Journalism Plans?

College Major:
What will you miss about 
The Highlander?

Future Journalism Plans?

Jess Klima Tommy McCardle Kyle Eick

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

University of Michigan Michigan State University

Central Michigan University Michigan State University University of Michigan 

Mechanical Engineering

Business Marketing

Lanie Barron and Matt’s Cats

Political Science

Football games

Studying in the mountains

Nothing could ever replace The Highlander

Finance

The Editors and just hanging out

I’d like to possibly pursue it later in life

Elementary Education

Parties, Parties, Parties

Anthropolgy

Meeting new people

Music Performance

Getting away from my 
parents

Josh Cohen’s witty sense of humor

Potentially going into the magazine 
industry

A possible future in TV Journalism

Ryerson University

Business

Albion College

Cutting loose

Marketing and Advertising

Starting a new chapter

Undecided

Being in the Izzone

Business

Meeting new people

Good times with great people

Working on the State News, political 
expert for CNN’s Anderson Cooper 360

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Undecided
College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Kate Murray

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Alec Nathan

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major: 
Nursing
What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Business

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Jacqueline Potash

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

College Major:

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Central Michigan University

Michigan State University

Michigan State University

Boston College

Oakland UniversityWestern Michigan University

University of Michigan University of Michigan University of Michigan 

University of Michigan Oakland University Michigan State University

Central Michigan University

Michigan State University

Princeton University

International Business

BC Football games

University of Colorado-Boulder Oakland University Denison University

Journalism

Meeting new people

Undecided

Parties

Oakland Community College

Photography

Production Nights

Possibly plans in photojournalism

English

Being independent

Taking a Year Off!

Music and Journalism

Meeting new people with my 
same interests

Undecided

Computer Engineering

Matthew Cotter.

Nope.

Going to the football and basketball 
games in the student section

Freedom and independence
Learning myself in education

Business and Financing

Traveling

Interior Design

Meeting new people and 
dorm food

Business

Getting out of Birmingham Expanding my horizons and 
living life

Film and Media Studies

Dartmouth University

Lanie Barron

Undecided
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LIFESTYLES
38 26 2
following followers listed

Tweets	 	 	 401

Favorites	 	 12

Following
   Knowing all of someone’s thoughts 
and feelings, where they are, where 
they are going, who they are with, 
what they are doing, what songs they 
are listening to (and quoting), and any 
of the other fine details about their life 
may seem a bit disturbing, like you’re 
following, stalking, or ‘creeping on’ 
someone. 
   To the avid users of the social net-
working website Twitter, “following” 
someone has become one of the most 
addicting and talked about concepts of 
the year—and in no way is it disturb-
ing.
   From checking to see what celebs are 
up too to simply looking for something 
to do on the weekends, Twitter gives 
students at Seaholm the opportunity to 
stay connected with the people around 
them.
   For senior Calley McMillan, infatu-
ation with Twitter began before many 
students had even heard about it.
   “I’ve had a Twitter for less than a year, 
but I got one before most people,” Mc-
Millan said. “One of the girls I work 
with got me addicted to it during the 
summer.”
   The convenience of the system gives 
McMillan incentive to keep using the 
website.
   “I would say that I love Twitter,” Mc-
Millan said. “I think it’s really fun and 

easy to use.”
   Senior Joe Denison, who goes by ‘cupajoe99’ 
on Twitter, thinks the website helps him update 
his friends on his activities for the day.
   “I go on Twitter once a day and post about my 
life,” Denison said. “You know, if I’m taking 
a bath or taking a shower. The main reason I 
tweet is to inform people of what I do during 
the day.”
   This form of connecting with friends gives 
people the opportunity to say anything, making 
it easier to get their thoughts across to others.
   “I can say whatever I want on Twitter and 
post it,” Denison said. “I would say I’m ad-
dicted to Twitter.”

   While some like Denison only go on once a 
day to post daily activities, others find ways to 
post many times every day.
   “I go on multiple times a day because I have 
Twitter on my phone,” McMillan said.
   Logging on to Twitter more than once a day 
results in sharing more and more with every 
new tweet.
   “I tweet about three or four times a day,” se-
nior Josh Schaefer said, who goes by ‘Ogocho-
schaefer’ on the website. “I tweet about where 
I’m going to eat, where my homeboys at, if I’m 
stressed out or not.”
   Although Twitter plays a large part in Schae-
fer’s day, he can’t say he has an obsession like 
many of his peers.

Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
HLandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

   He may not have known it at the time, but senior 
Kyle Eaton has a new follower on Twitter: the Library 
of Congress.
   Last month, the announcement was made that the Li-
brary of Congress would be storing all public tweets, 
dating back to March of 2006.
   Eaton, also known as, Tweetin_Eaton, is enthusiastic 
about this development.
   “I think it’s actually kind of cool,” Eaton said.  “Be-
cause not only are mine, but like everybody else’s so 
it’s recording history.”
   According to an article in the New York Times, the 
collaboration was initiated by the Library of Congress, 
who recognized the growing social importance of 
Twitter both in present day as well as the future.
    The article approximates that the Library of Con-
gress will be storing an average of 55 million mes-
sages per day.
   Eaton has a public Twitter page, and said he “tweets” 
around four times per day.
   He said the content of his tweets in nothing to cause 
any concern about them being stored.
  “You’re posting something on the internet,” Eaton 
said.  “So you should be prepared for anyone to have 
access to it.”
   Senior Bill Getschman, also known as BGetsch25, 
made his Twitter private.
   Getschman said he would be okay with his tweets 
being stored if his profile were public.
   “I wouldn’t care because I don’t really have any sub-
stance to my tweets,” Getschman said.
   Hypothetically though, Getschman said he would 
be more wary.
   “If I did, I’d be kind of offended I guess,” Getschman 
said.
   Senior Gigi Fraser, or gfraser7, said she is a little bit 
put off by this.
   “I have a public Twitter,” Fraser said.  “And I think 
it’s an invasion of privacy that the Library of Congress 
takes it and stores it.”
   Rather than leaving her tweets open to the public, 
Fraser is taking action.
   “I’m changing my Twitter to private,” Fraser said.

   “I’m not addicted like some people,” Schae-
fer said. “I know a lot of people that their whole 

life is Twitter. It’s kind of absurd.”
   This addiction is part of the reason why senior 
Lauren Fasang continues to use Twitter.
   “Twitter is the most addicting thing that has 
ever happened to me,” Fasang said. “It helps 
to see what people are doing everyday so it’s 
easier to make plans.”
   Another feature of Twitter that makes it so 
captivating is that it allows users who ‘follow’ 
celebrities, essentially subscribing to their page 
and being notified of every new tweet.
   “It keeps you connected to celebrities,” 
Schaefer said. “Like I feel like I’m a celebrity 
when I hear celebrities talk on Twitter.”
   This combined with the social aspect of Twit-
ter sets it apart from other social networking 
websites and means of communication.
   “I like that you can see what celebrities are 
doing and talk to your friends in a different way 
other than just texting,” McMillan said.

Ogochoschaefer
“I	tweet	about	where	I’m	going	
to	eat,	where	my	homeboys	at,	
if	I’m	stressed	out	or	not.”
	3	minutes	ago

laurenfasang
“Twitter is the most addicting thing 
that has ever happened to me.”
a	month	ago

Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Editor
ASmith@seaholmhighlander.com

#Twitter Takes Over Seaholm
What’s happening? 140 Library of Congress 

home to SHS tweets

calleymcmillan
“I	would	say	that	I	love	Twitter.		
I	think	it’s	really	fun	and	easy	
to	use.”
	28	minutes	ago

   The counseling department is ex-
periencing changes as counselor Julie 
Gould has left on maternity leave, her 
replacement, English teacher Jane La-

Bond.
   “I am looking forward to this,” La-
Bond said. “It will have me see if I’d 
like to go back and get a counseling 
degree.”   
   LaBond views her role as a counselor 
as an opportunity to help students navi-
gate through four years of high school 
not only academically. 

“We have worked well with her in the 
English department and she knows us 
well,” counselor Walter Romano. said 
“So she’s a great fit.” 
 The transition from freshman to senior 
is a large one. LaBond insists on help-
ing the “child” that first comes in to 
become a responsible adult. 
   “I love the other counselors,” La-
Bond said.  “I am looking forward 
to working with them.”   LaBond 
stressed that she needed to learn the 
software programs more in depth than 
just grading as a teacher. There are dif-
ferent demands needed for a different 
position.

   “Mrs. LaBond has been at Seaholm 
for many years and understands the 
students, parents,  the curriculums, 
graduation requirements, college plan-
ning and many other elements of high 
school counseling,” Romano said. 
“Plus she has the dynamic personal-
ity and professionalism required of the 
position, while possessing a positive 
relationship with students already. She 
was an easy choice.” 
   However, there are more interaction 
issues that she has to handle. It is a dif-
ferent standpoint than from a teacher.
   When LaBond was a student at Uni-
versity of Michigan she was a part of 
the orientation program where she 
helped students choose their classes. 

Jess Klima
Staff Writer
Jklima@seaholmhighlander.com

Familiar face graces Seaholm Counseling

“It will have me see if I’d like 
to go back and get a counsel-
ling degree.”
 -Teacher Jane LaBond

Teacher Jane Labond prepares for her new position.

c a n c e l l e dHer senior year at U of M, she worked 
in academic advising. Then, coaching 
forensics at Seaholm, it was her op-
portunity to develop relationships with 
students.
   “I think Mrs. LaBond is an outstand-
ing teacher who truly cares about her 
students,” Gould said. “Because she 
cares so deeply about the students, I 
knew she would make a wonderful 
replacement counselor.”   
   Though beyond the teachers approv-
ing of LaBond being the replacement, 
students still miss the counselor they 
have become to know.
   “I was sad that Mrs. Gould had to 
go because she’s so sweet,” senior Ana 
Gomez said. “But I’m so happy for her 
and the pregnancy.”
As LaBond willl be part of the coun-
seling department for the remainder 
of the year, Danielle Smit has taken 
over her classes. Smit, previously Mrs. 
Gollnitz’s student teacher, offered to 
teach LaBond’s classes while they 
were speaking about the situation.
   “When the opportunity came from 
Mrs. LaBond, she felt confident that I 
could do the job,” Smit said. “I found 
out a month before I had to start so I 
had the luxury to prep pretty exten-
sively.”
   Smit prepared by re-reading the nov-
els that they were going to be discuss-
ing in class and also by doing some 
additional outside research of her own.
   Past Smit’s high expectations and 
Gould’s unwritten future, LaBond’s 
excitement will fulfill the position.
   “This is a change in pace, and I am 
very excited,” LaBond said. “The bells 
don’t apply to me anymore.”

   With so many students applying for 
a limited number of spots at colleges, 
applicants need whatever they can to 
separate themselves from the competi-
tion.
   When written effectively, letters 
of recommendation can be the extra 
boost needed to get an applicant into 
a school.  
   English teacher and stand-in coun-
selor Jane LaBond stressed the impor-
tance of letters of recommendation.
   “It gives colleges a more personal 
understanding of applicants,” LaBond 
said. 
   They can help colleges if they have 
any questions about the applicant.
   “Letters help if something needs to 
be explained or added,” Counselor 
Walt Romano said. “High ranked 
schools, or any college or university 
using a standard application, such as 
Michigan, require letters of recom-
mendation.”
   Romano added that students should 

carefully consider which teachers they 
want to ask for a letter of recommen-
dation. 
   “Colleges want to see ‘core’ teachers, 
compared to ‘elective’ teachers- except 
for special cases,” Romano said.
   When asking teachers for letters of 
recommendation, it’s important that 
students keep in mind the number of 
letters each teacher has to write and 
plan accordingly.
   “It varies every year, depending on 
how many juniors I teach that year, but 
I usually write somewhere [from] 15 
to 20 letters every year,” Math teacher 
Carol Pinneo said. 
   As the school year is coming to an 
end, Romano said that students should 
talk to their teachers as soon as pos-
sible.
   “Students should start asking [their 
teachers] by the end of May in order 
to give a heads up, so the teachers can 
have it to you before application dead-
lines,” Romano said.
   “I need to be given at least two 
weeks’ notice,” Pinneo said.
   In order to get a more personal letter, 
students often ask teachers that they 

are close with.
   “Students usually have a pretty good 
feel about teachers that know them,” 
Flex teacher Peter Shaheen. “Usually 
students who ask I have a good rela-
tionship with or some sort of connec-
tion.”
   Students afraid to ask should not 
fear—in most cases, teachers are will-
ing to write a letter of recommenda-
tion.  
   “I haven’t said no to a student be-
fore,” LaBond said.
   Shaheen said that he attempts to fo-
cus on each student’s individuality.
   “I try to write something different and 
unique about every kid,” Shaheen said. 
“I try to be specific to all the cool things 
students do, because we have a lot of 
cool kids at Seaholm.”
   Other teachers have students fill out 
forms or answer questions so they can 
talk more about what kind of person 
they are.
   “I have a form for students to fill 
out, asking about their experiences,” 
LaBond said. “I then incorporate what 
they say to make their letter more per-
sonal and less generic.”
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   Due to lack of participation, the 
senior fashion show “Hello Goodbye” 
was cancelled. 
   “It’s disappointing,” fashion teacher 
Barbara Monzcka said.
   Junior Chandler Barr agreed.
   “It was very sad because we put a lot 
of work into it,” Barr said. 
   The show, which was scheduled for 
Monday, May 24, was going to be 
the first Seaholm fashion show since 
2007. 
   In the previous show, students of 
all ages were allowed to participate, 
while only seniors were able to sign 
up for this year’s show.
   Fashion students had been planning 
the show for nearly two months.
   A total of 12 boys and 42 girls first 
signed up to be in the show, but as the 
date of the fashion show approached, 
only three boys and 20 girls were left 
to model. 
   “I was really looking forward to 
show,” junior Maddy Schiefer said. 
“We even had shirts made for the 
actual day.”
   The show’s proceeds were going 

to benefit Derby teacher Redi Abazi, 
who is undergoing treatment for 
stomach cancer.
   When the class realized there were 
not enough models, they were forced 
to tell the stores the bad news. 
   “We had to contact the stores to tell 
them the show was called off,” Barr 
said. “They were disappointed.” 
   The stores that were going to partici-
pate in the show include, Moosejaw, 
The NorthFace, Lucy, QuickSilver, 
Roxy, Guys ‘N Gals, Rear Ends, 
Adam & Eve, Annie Sez, Flash, 
Oliver Trendz, Lexi Drew, Claymore, 
Lost and Found, Barneys Co. Op., 
Christiane La Rue, and Tender.
   Ultimately, it was a class decision 
not to go through with the show. 
   “A week and a half ago, the class 
met for 40 minutes and discussed the 
pros and cons of going through with 
the show.” Monzcka said. “The class 
decided not to go through with the 
show since there were not enough 
people, and models kept dropping 
out.” 
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   Ninety-nine mutual friends, yet no clue who 
they are.
   That’s what many Seaholm students think 
when they receive friend requests from fake 
profiles floating around Facebook’s Seaholm 
network.
   “I will only accept people if I know of them 
or if they are friends with my friends,” junior 
Maddy Schiefer said. 
   Still, many students will accept anyone as 
long as they’re in the Seaholm network, in-
cluding junior Sarah Nagia.
   “Even if I haven’t heard of them before I’ll 
accept them,” Nagia said. “But only if they’re 
in the Seaholm network.”
   Seaholm Facebook users may have concerns 

that these fake accounts will cause trouble, but 
according to Birmingham Police Department 
Detective Corporal Ron Halcrow, there are no 
criminal charges for the creator of a fake Face-
book profile unless the page is harmful to the 
subject of the profile.
    “Where people get into trouble is when they 
create an imposter page and make it so the per-
son that has that page feels threatened, harassed, 
intimidated, scared, and fearful of their safety,” 
Halcrow said.
    According to assistant principal Deb Boyer, 
no action is taken by the administration unless 
the profile is viewed as a threat in any way.
   “Earlier this year was the first time that we 
were ever notified that somebody had put 
themselves out there as a fake Seaholm stu-
dent,” Boyer said. “It didn’t seem like there 
was anything we needed to do, there was no 
implied threat. It didn’t disrupt the educational 
process… so we didn’t do anything.”

   However, Boyer said if there were ever any 
threats on a fake Facebook account, administra-
tion would take action.
   “What we normally do in case of a threat, 
whether it’s on a Facebook or whether it’s writ-
ten on a toilet stall, is to call the police in and 
we have it assessed,” Boyer said. “The police 
have a way of assessing the information given 
in terms of whether or not it represents a realistic 
threat or whether it’s a random general threat, 
and based on their interpretation of that, we’d 
take the appropriate action.”
    Nagia thinks that fake Facebook profiles are 
nothing to worry about.
   “Most of them are just a joke between friend 
groups so it’s fine,” she said.
   Boyer agrees that false accounts are not a great 
concern as long as they are not disrupting the 
educational process, just like the profiles that 
were brought to her attention earlier in the year.
   “We couldn’t discern that anyone was threat-
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Friend Request: Accepted

   At the end of the school year, multi-faceted 
teacher Lynnette Mayman will be retiring from 
teaching after 25 years of leaving her mark on 
Seaholm. 
   In the past, Mayman has taught English litera-
ture, French, and her favorite, Flex.
   “[My favorite subject] is Flex, because we 
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learn so much doing it,” Mayman said. “There’s 
a sense of community to begin with and a sense 
of discovery. . . . It’s very valuable because it 
gives you the sense that you’re not doing the 
same thing over.”
   Students in Flex, similarly, are big fans of 
Mayman.
   “I like her accent,” sophomore Nick Resnick 
said. “I also liked how she was so lively.”
   Mayman’s unique teaching techniques had a 
profound effect on Resnick.
   “When Nick and I went to [parent teacher] 
conferences, Nick was really mad we didn’t get 
to see her,” Resnick’s mother Carol Resnick 

said.  
   Although Mayman has only taught four non-
consecutive years of Flex, she was generally 
well-received in the years that she did.
   “My friends love her [Mayman],” freshman 
Jacqueline Mee said. “Several of my friends [in 
Flex] say that she’s their favorite Flex teacher.”
   Her eccentric personality only encourages the 
Flex community.
   “She really makes the class fun sometimes,” 
freshman Kieran O’Keefe said. “All and all, 
though, she’s really good at teaching.”
   Not every student has been taught by May-
man, her reputation precedes her.

Mayman Bids Seaholm “Adieu”
   “I’ve only heard good things about her,” soph-
omore Peter Redebaugh said.
   New students to Seaholm are quick to hear of 
her legacy.
   “I asked a couple people who some of the nic-
est teachers in this school are, because at Cran-
brook [High School] a lot of the teachers were 
domineering and intimidating,” sophomore 
Carlo Clavenna, who recently enrolled into 
Seaholm this year, said. “Mayman was the first 
name to come up. I feel bad that I never had her 
for a class especially now that she’s retiring.”
   French students also enjoy her methods.
   “I have more than one friend who switched 
into French [from Spanish] last year because 
they heard Ms. Mayman’s class was such a 
great time,” sophomore Hunter Marcuson said. 
“Too bad she herself switched to Flex. Oh the 
irony.”    
   Mayman also left an impact on her French stu-
dents. Junior Lizzie Schaaf, who had Mayman 
for French two years in a row, felt that having 
Mayman as a teacher was a fun experience.
   “She was a really great teacher,” Schaaf said. 
“She made learning fun.”
    Another former French student of Mayman’s, 
Annie Pidgeon, enjoyed Mayman’s French 
class as well. 
   “She was very funny and charismatic,” Pid-
geon said. “The best memory was when we 
had a lockdown drill in her class and she began 
sneaking around pretending she was a ninja.”
   Mayman recalls interesting memories with 
her French classes as well.
   “[In lower levels of French, students] would 
say horrendous things like ‘I am vomit’ or ‘You 
friend my the,’ stuff like that and it was really hi-
larious,” Mayman said. “I loved that stuff. You 
couldn’t make it up.”
   Students expressed that not only would they 
miss her class, but they would miss her person-
ality as well.
   “I will miss her knee high red leather lace up 
boots,” Pidgeon said.
   Schaaf agreed that her fashion sense was go-
ing to be missed.
   “Her outfits were really cool and different,” 
Schaaf said. “I like how her socks always 
matched whatever she was wearing.”
   Mayman will retire as she taught, in high spir-
its, articulating nonsensical British humor. 
   “The best you can be is a harmless drudge,” 
Mayman said. “It would be awful if you were a 
harmful drudge.”

ened in any way,” Boyer said. “It just seemed 
like a strange and random joke.”
   But she also adds that students should be cau-
tious when posting information on the Internet. 
   “Just in general you always have to be care-
ful of not so much who you answer, but of the 
information you post about yourself,” she said. 
“That’s really what’s problematic because 
somebody can take anything and take it out 
of context and send it out about you, so in my 
mind, it’s what you put out there that you have 
to be careful with.”
   Halcrow agrees that it’s always important not 
to allow fake profiles to access a ton of infor-
mation from your Facebook page.
   “It’s kind of liking writing someone’s num-
ber on a bathroom stall, ‘For a good time call 
so and so,’” Halcrow said. “Except now it’s 
Internet based instead of just with a pen and 
paper.”

   For junior Brittany Lea, finding a summer job 
was a difficult process. 
   “It was really hard [to get hired],” Lea said. “I 
really had to follow through [when waiting on my 
application status].”
   Lea works at Pacific Sunwear at Somerset Mall 
in Troy, Michigan. While going through the ap-
plication process Lea had to learn how to handle a 
situation where she was forced to relentlessly call 
and stop into the store to check on her application 
standing. 
   “I was really persistent about it because that was 
the only job that I really applied for,” Lea said.  “I 
kept coming back to the store and I talked to the 
managers every time I went in. I kept calling and I 
finally got an interview.”
   One way to avoid being on the long list of appli-
cants and stand out from everyone else is to apply 
early. 
   “Send e-mails to different coaches and clubs to 
make sure they know you’re interested in a [life-
guarding] job,” junior Emily Smith said. 
   This will be Smith’s third summer working as 
a lifeguard at the Bloomfield Open Hunt (BOH) 
club. 
   Another way to be noticed to potential employ-
ers is to continually check in on the application.
   “Really be persistent,” Lea said. “You have to 
be the person that stands out to them. So go above 
and beyond and be really personable.”
   Most employers look for certain qualities in a po-
tential employee- hard working, outgoing, punc-
tual, efficient, and respectful are among the top. 
   “We want somebody who is articulate and can 
talk to our customers and make a nice presentation 
and understand the product,” owner of The Italian 
Dish in downtown Birmingham, Holly Anselmi 
said. “Someone who is interested enough in the 
product to get to know what they’re selling. We 
also want someone who’s punctual and takes the 
job seriously.” 
   Though having these qualities will likely in-
crease the chances of finding a job, during an in-
terview make sure to show another, more person-
able side to the potential employer.
  “We also want somebody who’s fun,” Anselmi 
said. “That’s really important to us.”
   The application process differs at every place 
of business. Some businesses, such as The Italian 
Dish, have a fairly simple process.
   “We have a very simple written application that 
we ask them to fill out,” Anselmi said. “General 
information; if they’ve worked before, they’re 
experience, a few references for us to check. If 
they’re underage then we’ll need a parent signa-
ture as well.”
   Others, however, have a different, more difficult 
process. Kilwin’s Chocolates in downtown Bir-
mingham has a process that is a bit more complex. 
   “We have applications available in the store,” 
Kilwin’s manager, Amanda Baldis said. “I go 
through the applications and look at work expe-
rience, any volunteer work they’ve done, things 
that would set them apart from the crowd. I would 
schedule an interview if they met the requirements 
that I am looking for for that particular position. 
After the interview, I would give them a call if 
they’re [the one.]” 
   During an interview, follow these tips in order to 
make the best impression possible. 
   “I would encourage students to be professional 
when you come in,” Anselmi said. “Make sure 
you’re dressed appropriately, even if you think 
that the job wouldn’t require you to dress up. You 
want to present yourself well. To be gracious and 
respectful would be the best things.”
   Looking for a summer job can be very frustrat-
ing at times. 
   “Stick with it and keep your head up,” said shift 
manager at Beyond Juice, Tom Fulgerson. “Don’t 
be late [to the interview].” 

Some Seaholm students don’t know their own “friends”
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Students search 
for summer jobs

   Junior David Reed went into Assis-
tant Principal Staci Peterson’s office, 

and was met by Peterson, Technical 
Advisor Robert Michon, and his friend 
Trey Wanicke.
   “When I walked in, Trey and I 
looked at each other and we both knew 

something was wrong and that maybe 
we were in trouble,” Reed said.
   Peterson and Michon informed them 
of why they had been called down 
to the office. Their charge: making a 
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Students Create Gaming Websites to Escape School Bans

One Seaholm student plays a game during classtime    Photo courtesy of: Sidney Krandall

website allow-
ing Seaholm 
students to play 
games during 
class.
   “They gave us 
a lecture on why 
creating Trey-
wanicke.com 
was morally and 
ethically wrong, 
even though it 
was not against 
school rules 
since we cre-
ated it at home,” 
Wanicke said.
   Without reveal-
ing or confirm-
ing any names, 
Michon does 
recall a situa-
tion involving a 
pair of Seaholm 
students creat-
ing game-based 
websites.
   “A couple of 
students started 
some websites, 
one of them 
being Bpsfun.

com,” Michon said. “Based on the 
wording on the website, it’s pretty 
clear that the sites are targeted at 
school-aged kids.”
   It all started when Wanicke bought 

the domain name Treywanicke.com, 
with Reed helping him turn the do-
main into a website designed to show-
case his football career.
   However, Wanicke and Reed had 
a sudden change of heart when they 
noticed everyone in their composition 
class was doing the same thing in the 
computer lab.
   “Everyone was playing games on the 
computers,” Reed said. 
   Sophomore David Bender has used 
these sites to play games during class 
when he isn’t too busy with school-
work.
   “I play Slime Soccer sometimes,” 
Bender said. “It’s a great way to pass 
the time in class when you’re done 
with your work and you’re looking for 
something to do.”
   Michon points out that valuable us-
age of time is not the only reason some 
of the games kids play are not a good 
idea.
   “Some of these games might involve 
viruses, adware, spyware-you name 
it,” said Michon. “Also, some of these 
applications add more toolbars so you 
might have six toolbars on there and 
they end up fighting with each other, 
they all want to be the top dog! So 
yeah, it can clutter things up on the 
computers.”
   Despite being a crusader against the 
Seaholm gaming community, Michon 
points out that there are rare instances 
in which playing a game on school 

computer would be acceptable.”
   “If there is a student that is done with 
their homework, has an A in every 
class, and there’s virtually nothing else 
they could be doing, and there is not 
another student that needs the comput-
er for legitimate purposes, then I sup-
pose it might be fine for that student to 
go ahead and play a game,” Michon 
said. “However, that’s pretty unlikely.”
   Reed wanted to make one thing clear, 
for the record.
  “I just want everyone to know that 
I made TreyWanicke.com, Trey just 
bought the domain name,” Reed said. 
“I feel like there are a lot of people that 
think Trey makes the sites because of 
Treywanicke.com.”
   The duo did not let the block on Trey-
wanicke.com stop them.
   “After they put a block on Trey-
wanicke.com, I created Bpsfun.com,” 
Reed said. “But at the beginning of 
the school year, I had to go to another 
meeting and listen to another lecture 
because of it.”
   After Treywanicke.com and Bps-
fun.com were taken off the Seaholm 
gaming menu, Reed simply created 
another site that he wished not to have 
named for this article.
   All along, the pair’s motivation was 
simple.
   “We thought there should be one site 
that has all the games they like, all un-
der one domain.”

Teacher Lynette Mayman prepares to teach class for what will soon be the last time.  Photo courtesy of: Sidney Krandall
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Phi Beta Cappa
Star Denotes President’s Education Award

Micaela Acomb*
Zade Alsawah
Audrey Armitage*
Audra Artzberger*
Juliana Bada
Danny Bailey*
Lanie Barron*
Kate Becker
Lisa Bender*
James Biehl
Marcus Brown*
Isabel Calder*
Luca Capicchioni
Jordan Chao*
Josh Cohen
Sara Cook
Joel Cortright*
Jake Drutchas*
Kyle Eaton*
Kate Elder*
Jen Evans
Jimmy Feiten*
Katie Finley*
Jessie Fletcher*
Mackenzie Flynn
Jesse Frank*
Gigi Fraser*
Katie Frazier*
Franny Gagnier*
Shannon Garavaglia*
Matt Gaus*
Bill Getschman*
Dan Ghang*
Calla Glavin*
Erin Greenberger*
Ryan Grenn*
McKenzie Hess*
Nick Hill*

Zach Hill*
Mallory Hinz
Dara Holliday
Jane Howard*
Mack Howell
Mack Hyman
Brooke Jackson
Elyse Jackson
Aidan Keenan
Charlie Kelly
Jacqueline Kendall
Dana Klindt
Mackenzie Kostizen
Doree Kreitman*
Alex Lakocy*
Bridget Laverty*
Kyle Lydy
Matt Maertens*
Mari Manoogian*
Emily Marchak
Devon Martin*
Alex Mathews*
Emily Mathias
Kyle McLain*
Kaitlyn Miller
Clay Monahan*
Adam Mondry
Calley Murphy*
Kate Murray*
Mai Nakamura
Alex Naski*
Nick Naski
Alec Nathan*
Michael Nelson*
Matthew Nicholls*
Sarah Norris*
Maggie O’Rielly Treter*
Keith Otterbein

Barclay Oudersluys*
Richaud Pack
Amanda Palmer*
Molly Parsons*
Lindsey Paulson*
Jack Quigley*
Erica Reich*
Ali Restano
Connor Ridenour*
Bronte Root*
Rachel Rowlands*
Paige Rutkowski
Jeff Sarazin
Michael Sarzynski*
Aubrie Sass*
Josh Schaefer*
Gia Scheidt*
Megan Schowalter
Katherine Sherbin
Amanda Smith*
Lilly Smith
Jillian Spina*
Robbie Stachler*
Alex Stephens*
Lauren Stinson*
Heather Stoner
Sara Swierczynski*
Garth Synnestvedt*
Hallie Taylor
Alexandra Thane
Bennett Thompson
Luke Walocko*
Kathryn Watts
Ellen Weberg*
Ross Wilberding*
Elizabeth Williams*
Charlie Wilshire
Alex Yaw* 

Outstanding 
Service Awards

Jack Quigley
Garth Synnestvedt
Jake Drutchas
Samantha Shebib
Lindsay Boeckl
Maggie O’Reilly Treter
Sarah Norris
Shannon Garavaglia
Lisa Bender
Shea Renne
Calla Glavin 
Bronte Root
Kate Murray

Congratulations Seaholm Award Winners

Matthew Maertens
Luca Capicchioni
Naiya Ratliff
Amanda Palmer 
Nicholas Vick
Ashlee Davis
Kate Becker
Cabot Howell
Michael Grathwohl
Michael Pelton
Kathryn Pelton
Aaron Walden
Mallory Hinz

President’s Volunteer 
Service Awards

Lisa Bender
Jesse Frank
Calla Glavin
Nicholas Hill
Dana Klindt
Alex Lakocy
Matthew Maertens
Kate Murray
Calley Murphy
Barclay Oudersluys
Jack Quigley 
Alexandra Yaw

MHSAA Scholar
Athletes

Seaholm Community 
Service Scholarship
Amanda Palmer
George W. Forester  
Award for Athletics
Lisa Bender
Jack Quigley
Rotary Club
Strive Award
Ashlee Davis
Sammy Shebib
National Honors Society 
Scholarship
Mack Howell
Matthew Maertens
George W. Forester  
Award for Athletics
Lisa Bender
Jack Quigley

U.S. Military Academy
Calla Glavin
Mack Howell
Charlie Kelly
Spirit Award
Bill Getchman

Alumni Scholarship
Katherine Elder

Sharon Trybon  
Scholarship
Brandon Head

Mitch Fischer Scholarship
Samantha Arnold
Ducker-Chin Award
Scholarsip
Sarah Nornis

Scholastic Art Award Winners
Devon Aerts - Certificate 
Linsday Boeckl -3 Silver Keys, 1 Certificate
William Erwin - 3 Gold Keys, 1 Silver Key, 2 
Certificates
Sidney Krandall - 1 Certificate, 1 Silver Key 
Lily Mehta - Certificate
Olivia Moore - Silver Key
Paige Neuenfelt - Certificate
Hanah Rich - 2 Certificates
Simon Schuster - Silver Key
Morgan Booth - Silver Key

Focus in Computers 
Award
Jeff Groth
Nicholas Shiller
Patrick Williams
Hannah Falberg
Dan Bailey
Atticus Walker

Maple Tree Award/
Employee of the Year
Sammy Shebib

James Schachern Excellence in 
BusinessTechnology Award
Kyle Eick
Joe Franceschelli
Jason Delong
Luca Capicchioni
Engineering Tech 
Student of the Year
Mike Sarzynski
Engineering Tech 
Department Foundation Award
Mike MacFarlane

Outstanding Life
Management Student
Katie Stuard
Emily Marchak

U.S Government Award
Calla Glavin
Jack Quigley

Outstanding Achievement in Art
Melanie Rogers

Outstanding Chinese Student
Amanda Palmer
Natalie Collins
Outstanding Spanish Student
Kayla Murrish
Makenzie Flynn
Outstanding French Student
Dana Granadier
Katie Finley
Outstanding Science Award
Calley Murphy
Calla Glavin
Garth Synnestvedt
Barclay Oudersluys
Bausch and Lomb
Honorary Science Award
Michael MacFarlane
1st Place Envirothon Team 
Regional Competition
Calley Murphy

Outstanding Band Student
Micaela Acomb
Bill Getschman
Daniel Ghang

Outstanding Orchestra Student
Kyle McLain

Director’s Award: Choral Music
Jeffery Sarazin

Honors in Mathematics
Clay Monohan
Connor Ridenour
Doree Kreitman
Dana Klindt
Alexandra Naski
Kyle Eaton
High Honors in Mathematics
Ellen Weburg
Ross Wilberding
Calla Glavin
Amanda Palmer
Michael Sarzynski
Matthew Maertens
Joseph Ponczocha Award
Calley Murphy

Art Del Vero Award
Lisa Bender

Sigmund Freud Award
Natalie Collins

Mike O’Donnell Historian Award
Kate Becker
Amara Manoogian

J.J. Meyers Award
Joel Cortright
Eleanor RooseveltAward
Josh Cohen

College Book Awards
Robert Griffin - Princeton Book Award
Kayla Murrish- Wellseley Book Award
Natalie Collins- Harvard Book Award
Samantha Arnold- Cornell Book Award
Brandon Wiseman- Dartmouth Book Award

National Council of Teachers of English
Writing Award
Natalie Collins
Kayla Murrish

Excellence in Debate
Rachel Bloom
Eric Volk
Aaron Walden
Chris Rai
Maria Xheka
Kathleen Schaaf

Yearbook Editors Award
Rachel Wahl
Jacqueline Potash
Heather Whitelaw
Brooke Jackson
Maggie O’Reilly Treter
Ana Gomez
Mallory Hinz
Lindsey Paulsen

Excellence in Yearbook Leadership
Kate Murray
Haley Langraff

Vida B. McGriffin Award
Lanie Barron
Newsroom Leader Award
Josh Cohen
Outstanding Journalist Award
Emily Gordy
Upton Sinclair Award
Amanda Smith
Most Improved Section
Amara Manoogian
Visionary Award
Peter Mayhew

Keystone Award
Lindsay Boeckl
Alec Larry
Rookie of the Year
Sidney Krandall
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   “They have more than a sister 
bond,” said skating Coach Angelika 
Gadlage about Danielle and Gabrielle 
Aldridge. “Since day one I knew they 
[were] close.” 
   Senior Danielle and junior Gabrielle 
have been figure skating together for 
over 13 years. In that time they have 
participated in 13 ice shows altogether. 
   The 2010 Birmingham Ice Show 
was the girls’ last show together, as 
Danielle is leaving to go to school 
at Central Michigan University this 
coming fall. 
   “It was sad this year because it was 

my last time skating in an ice show 
with Danielle,” Gabrielle said. “We 
have been skating together since I was 
three so it was hard to watch her last 
performance.” 
   At the ages of just six and seven, 
Danielle and Gabrielle earned the 
honor of skating in their very own duet 
in the ice show and have been doing so 
ever since. Some of their previous per-
formances being The Cat and Mouse, 
Stupid Cupid, and Chicago. 
   “They earned their very first duet at a 
very young age,” Gadlage said. “They 
were so cute; it was about a cat and 
mouse becoming best friends because 
of everything they had in common. It 
was so fitting for them.”
   This year’s show was fun for both 

sisters as well. This is the first year, 
however, that Danielle and Gabrielle 
did not do a duet because they both 
earned solo pieces.
    “It was really sad not doing a duet 
with my sister for [my] last [ice 
show],” Danielle said. “I would have 
liked to have done my last ice show 
with her but we were still there for 
each other.” 
   Despite their sadness, both girls 
worked long and hard to prepare for 
the show this year.
   “We started group number rehears-
als and finale 
practices about 
a month in ad-
vance to the 
show,” Gabri-
elle said. “For 
my solo, I have 
been working 
since October.”
   Although Dan-
ielle is very ex-
cited to be head-
ing off to college 
in the fall, she is 
sad to leave her 
sister behind.
    “I will miss 
her a lot,” Dani-
elle said. “She 
used to be my 
roommate so 
it will be weird 
having someone 
else instead. We 
will still talk ev-
eryday of course 
and she will visit 
but it will be dif-
ferent not hav-

ing her there with me.”
   Figure skating has always been a 
very important part of both girls’ lives. 
It has been something that they are 
able to share with one another no mat-
ter what. Danielle and Gabrielle both 
share the love of the sport.
   “We took our first steps out on the 
ice together and shared many more 
experiences after that,” Danielle said. 
“Skating is something that we can 
share and I am grateful for that. We al-
ways support each other on the ice and 
I couldn’t image skating without her.”

Maddy Weinert
Staff Writer
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

Last joint show for Aldridge sisters

   Rumors circulating regarding 
the cancellation of the Birming-
ham fair have Seaholm students 
worried.  One of the town’s 
largest annual events was put in 
jeopardy when Shain Park, the 
fair’s location, was rebuilt. 
   “I heard that the fair was can-
celled because the park is still 
under construction,” said senior 
Allison Mullen.
   Preserving the new park took 
priority over the fair, but the 
problem was solved by moving 
the event to a new location on 
Old Woodward.  
   “[The fair] has temporarily 
been moved due to the construc-
tion of Shain Park,” said Bir-

Kate Murray
Staff Writer
Kmurray@seaholmhighlander.com

Birmingham 
fair moved

Seaholm’s guide to local student discounts:
Brooklyn 
Pizza:

Lunchtime special: 
2 slices of pizza 
plus a medium 

drink 

$5.00

Quizno’s 
Sub Shop:

 

10 percent 
off

Primo’s 
Pizza:

Pizza special: One 
slice

1.25

Qdoba 
Mexican 
Grill:

Soft drink with 
order

Free

Sisters Gabrielle and Danielle Aldridge hug after a performance.

Photo courtesy of the Aldridge family

Photo courtesy of the Aldridge family

Danielle and Gabrielle pose in their skating costumes

mingham Bloomfield Chamber 
(BBC) Marketing and Events 
Manager Andrea Foglietta.
   The fair will remain generally 
the same as last year, but a few 
small changes may occur.
   “It has been scaled down a bit 
due to space restrictions,” Fo-
glietta said.
   The Birmingham Bloom-
field Chamber will be selling 
vouchers for unlimited rides 
for 15 dollars prior to June 2 at 
5:00 PM.  These reduced price 
vouchers can be purchased prior 
to June 2 at 5:00 PM at 725 S. 
Adams, Suite 130 in Birming-
ham.  They can also be obtained 
the day of the fair for 20 dollars.
    “I thought the fair was can-
celled,” senior Stephanie Cur-
curu said, “but now I’m so ex-
cited!” 

2010 
Birmingham 

Fair
Location: South Old Woodward, between 

Bowers St. and Landon St.
Dates: 6/3/2010-6/6/2010

Times: June 3rd: noon-10:00 PM
June 4th: noon-11:00 PM

June 5th: 11:00 AM-11:00 PM
June 6th: noon-9:00 PM

More information at www.bbcc.com

Need community 
service hours?  

The BBC is looking for volunteers to help direct traffic and assist with 
parking during the fair hours.   Volunteers will receive a free wristband 
at the end of each shift.  Sign up to volunteer by e-mailing Danielle 
Workman at daniellew@bbcc.com or call (248) 644-1700.
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LUNCH SPECIAL
Monday through Friday 
10:15am until 12:30pm,
Any two slices+Meduim 

drink-- only $5.00

HEY SENIORS!

Want your graduation party at  
Brooklyn?

Catering is available!

www.brooklynpizzaonline.com
111 Henrietta St in Birmingham, MI

248.258.6690
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GHAFARI

Mobil

We Appreciate 
your business.

Thank you, from 
your friends at 
Ghafari Mobil.
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Vision/Traceability Systems and Integration   

Ergonomic Handling Fixtures 

Automation/Transfer Equipment/Conveyors  

Crane/Monorail Systems and Jibs/Hoists 

Prototype/Details/Short Run Production 

Production Tooling and Fixturing 

 

C & N Manufacturing, Inc. 
Engineering  &  Manufacturing  Specialists  In: 

33722  JAMES J. POMPO DR. 
FRASER,  MI  48026 

email: info@cnmfginc.com 

 
FAX.# (586) 293-9167 

 
Phone: (586) 293-9150 

Quality Certifications: 
 ISO-9001: 2000            AS-9101C  

    ISO-13485  
    ITAR M-22261 

             C&N Manufacturing Inc. is a proud supporter of the Seaholm 
Robotics team. Congratulations to senior Mike Sarzynski, winner of the 
Engineering Technology Department Student of the Year, and Robotics                     

Team MVP. Also to junior Mike Macfarlane, winner of Engineering   
Technology Department Foundation Award.  
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You Meet the 
Most Interesting People 

when you SMILE.

WATERFORD OFFICE
4152 Sashabaw Road,Waterford, MI 48329

248.673.0505

FRANKLIN OFFICE
32767 Franklin Road, Franklin, MI 48025

248.626.4232

FAMILY, PREVENTIVE & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.wzdds.com

David A.Wright, D.D.S. • Donald J. Zelazny, D.D.S.

Teeth Whitening 
Graduation Special
NOW $75.00 
With This Coupon Usually $360
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As Spring Sports Come to Close, Boys Varsity Golf Team Still Eyes State Title
Boys Lacrosse
Record for the team: 9-7
Last Week: beat Rochester Adams 
12-2 
Next game: Bye first round of 
playoffs
Top Performers: Scott Drummond, 
Brent Prior, Matt McCarthy, and 
Matt Roden
Quotable: “We started off slow, but 
were getting our game together for 
playoffs,” sophomore JD Hess said.

Girls Varsity Water Polo
Record for the team: 13-13
Last week: lost to Groves 7-6
Next Game: Saline
Top Performers: Sam Krawczak, 
Franny Gagnier, and Juliana Bada
Quotable: “Were ending the season 
strong, and this is the best we have 
ever played,” senior Katy Kaugher 
said. 

Girls Track
Record for the team: Undefeated 1st 
in Leagues
Last week: League Champs
Next: Regional meet at West 
Bloomfield
Top Performers: Tess Wilberding, 
Aubrey Wilberding, and Molly 
Parsons

Boys Track
Record for the team: Winless Tied for 
Last Place in Leagues
Last Week: Tied for 5th place in 
League with Troy Athens
Next: June 5th States at Rockford 
High School
Top Performers: Marcus Brown, Jack 
Howard, and Max Gomez
Quotable: “The team hasn’t had 
great success all together, however 
some individuals have had a great 
season so far, and should excel come 
regional’s and states,” senior Jesse 
Frank said. 

Boys Varsity Baseball
Record for the team: 18-7
Last game: 7-2 loss to Saline
Next: Andover 
Top Performers: Jack Quigley, Greg 
Schwartz, and Keith Otterbein
Quotable: “The season is going good, 
we have hit a rough patch, but well 
break out of it,” senior Eric Sherman 

said. 

Girls Varsity Softball
Record for the team:  Not Tracked
Last game: 7-1 loss to West 
Bloomfield
Next: Oxford
Top Performers: Paige Young and Kelly 
Buttice
Quotable: “We have a lot of young 
talent, and they have been able to 
fill the weak spots last year, and it’s 
made for a pretty good season,” 
senior Paige Young said. 

Boys Varsity Golf
Record for the team: 15-1
Last: 1st place Huron Meadows 
Tournament 
Next: Districts at Lyon Oaks
Top Performers: JC Wilhelm, 
Francesco Ruffino, Tim Pearce, and 
Nick Vick
Quotable: “ The season is going 
well, we have a great shot 
at winnings States this year,” 
sophomore Nick Vick said. 

Girls Varsity Tennis
Record for the team: 6-3-1
Last: 2nd Place at Regionals
Next: Country Day
Top Performers: Nancy Benda, Katie 
Frazier, and Ashley Roth
Quotable: “The team has good 
chemistry and were having a lot of 

fun,” senior Kaitlin Miller said. 

Girls Varsity Soccer
Record for the team: 1-13-2
Last: 3-2 win over Cranbrok
Next: Dearborn Crestwood 
Top Performers: Sarah Seiler, Bridget 
Laverty, and Hallie Taylor
Quotable: “We have had to play a lot 
of hard teams this year, and it’s been 
a struggle against them, but as a team 
playing them has gotten us more 
experience,” senior Hallie Taylor said. 

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
Record for the team: 13-7
Last game: Beat Troy Athens 18-6 
Next: Playoffs against Marian
Top Performers: Kate Murray, Carly 
Signorello, and Sarah Norris
Quotable: “Overall we have had a 
good season, but now it’s time to 
get down to business,” senior Kate 
Murray said. 

Inside

Cross country coach Derek 
DiGiovanni competes in 
Boston Marathon
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   Seaholm Athletic Director Aaron Frank’s 
proposal to change the current travel limitations 
policy for Michigan high school sports teams 
was denied by the Michigan High School Ath-
letic Association (MHSAA) during their spring 
meeting, May 2 and 3.
   “[The reaction of the board was] pretty much 
the way most of the membership feels about 
the rule,” MHSAA Communications Director 
John Johnson said. “And that is in declining the 
proposal- turning it down.”
   Frank, who submitted his proposal on April 
26, hoped to spark some interest in this issue 
before the association’s Representative Coun-
cil, whose representatives are from member 
schools, met for their big spring meeting. 
   Currently, Regulation II, Section 6 of the MH-
SAA Handbook states, “No member school 
shall compete in any interstate meet, contest or 
scrimmage which involves travel of more than 
600 highway miles round-trip for any partici-
pating team.” 
   However, schools may compete in the border 
states (Indiana, Ohio, Ontario [Can], and Wis-
consin), regardless of travel distance. 
   While Frank did not submit a proposal con-
taining new wording for the policy, he did ask 
the association to look into surveying members 
school’s interests in changing the current policy 
at the spring meeting. 
   Frank’s goal was to get the MHSAA to study 

the concept of changing the current travel rule.
   Frank is not the only Athletic Director who is 
interested in a possible rule change. 
    While Andover High School doesn’t send 
any teams out-of-state for “spring practices”, 
Andover’s Athletic Coordinator R.J. Guizzetti 
would not be against relaxed travel limitations
   “I am not opposed to increasing the allow-
able travel distance for high school teams,” said 
Guizzetti.  “It would not impact us at this time, 
but I have no problem with other schools going 
out of state to practice.”
   One of the reasons the current rule is in place is 
to prevent high school sports teams from play-
ing in national championships, or from exploi-
tation by major companies such as Nike and 
Under Armour.
   “That's why these rules were created- because 
participation in this kind of event [Army East 
vs. West football game] doesn't do the kid as 
much good as it does for Nike or Under-Ar-
mour in furthering its goals,” Johnson said.
   This is not the issue that concerns Frank. 
   “I fully understand and support the associa-
tion’s need to prevent actual or de facto national 
or regional championships,” Frank wrote in his 
proposal. “However that issue is very different 
from the concept of team travel.”
   In his proposal Frank, mentions that other 
groups, such as forensics, band, and service 
clubs travel to “incredible distances.”  
   “These groups travel because it is a positive 
learning experience for chaperoned students 
with educators, coaches and teachers,” Frank 
said. “It is time to add our student-athletes to the 
list of those who can benefit.”   The Representa-

Jesse Frank
Staff Writer
Jfrank@seaholmhighlander.com

MHSAA Denies Proposal to Change Travel Limits Policy

SEE TRAVEL/Page 24

Who’s #1?
The Highlander names the 
Top 10 Seaholm sports 
moments of the 2009-2010 
school year
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tive Council disagrees. 
    “Travel is not seen as one of the good things 
that can help- well, it’s not seen as one of the 
things that really is good for school sports in 
general, which is supposed to be a local prod-
uct,” Johnson said. “That’s the essence of high 
school sports; it’s local natured.”
   In an economy where sports programs are 
getting cut or condensed and school faculty cut-
backs are commonplace, the Council does not 
believe the current economic status warrants 
such a change in policy; doing so would only 
benefit the wealthy.
   “Some would perceive it as the rich get richer 
by being able to engage in this kind of compe-
tition,” Johnson said. “And it puts pressure on 
everybody else to feel that they need to do the 
same thing if they want to be competitive.”
   While Guizzetti would not be opposed to in-
creased travel allowances, he does not believe 
sending a team out-of-state trumps the need for 
new jerseys.
   “I would have a hard time telling another 
coach that we couldn’t buy his team new uni-
forms or send them to another tournament, then 
have that coach see me spend money to send a 
team to another state for ‘spring practice’,” said 
Guizzetti.
    In a blog post after the Representative Coun-
cil’s spring meeting, MHSAA Executive Direc-
tor, John E. “Jack” Roberts, backed up Johnson.
  “First, of course, our challenge is to remove 
every possible Handbook rule and tournament 
policy that increases expenses for schools with-
out direct, positive effect on fundamental fair-
ness and participant safety.  Now is not the time 

for new tournaments, additional classifications 
or relaxed travel limitations.” 
  The Representative Council’s rulings, and 
reasoning, certainly disappointed Frank who 
believes there are many schools interested in 
a rule change that have just not spoken up yet. 
   “I’m disappointed because I think if they sur-
veyed the member schools and they talked to 
other people they would find that there is a high 
level of interest in exploring a change to that 
rule,” Frank said.
    This Representative Council is one way the 
MHSAA maintains its government system. A 
system where, instead of determining rules for 
member schools to follow, member schools 
suggest rules for all of the schools to follow.
   “The schools agree to a set of rules and prin-
ciples that we want everybody to follow,” Frank 
said.
   Where the MHSAA helps the most is in the 
communication department. They help to set 
the guidelines for schools to follow, as well as 
playing the role of the policing body.
    “Start dates, and tournament dates, and what’s 
required for eligibility, and all those types of 
things,” according to Frank, are how the Asso-
ciation helps member schools.
  Imagine travelling to Florida for spring prac-
tice, playing games against other teams, and 
returning home only to be reprimanded from 
the MHSAA.  
   Seaholm’s baseball and women’s lacrosse 
teams are just one of many teams in MichiganFreshman golfer Ruffino 

leads Seaholm to states
PAGE 24

   The temperatures were high and so were the stakes in 
Thursday’s MHSAA Regional Tournament.
   With Seaholm and Marian seen as the clear front runners, 
the Maples had one goal in mind.
   “We wanted to destroy them,” sophomore No.2 doubles 
player Bella Lleyva said.
   Unfortunately, this was not the case; as the Marian Mus-
tangs went on to win the Regional Tournament with 29 
points over the Maples 26.
   Kaitlyn Miller felt that effort was not an issue despite the 
team falling short.
   “Everybody tried really hard,” senior No.2 doubles player 
Kaitlyn Miller said. “We don’t like losing to Marian.”
   Despite falling three points short of a Regional title, the 
Maples did advance to the State Finals held on the campus 
of Michigan State University, and had some notable perfor-
mances for the team to build on.
   Freshman No.1 singles player Nancy Benda won her flight 
in a convincing fashion, steamrolling senior Justin Ciaravino 
from Berkeley: 6-1, 6-3. 
   While Benda may be a freshman, she does not play like 
one.
   When watching Benda competing with a USTA experi-
enced senior, it was hard to tell who was the freshman and 
who was the senior.
   Benda had an answer for 
every shot Ciaravino threw 
at her. When Ciaravino 
came to net, Benda passed 
her. When Ciaravino hit 
a big serve, Benda found 
a way to return it to the 
backhand side. If Ciaravino 
tried to mix things up with 
a drop-shot or a lob, Benda 
used her strength and pow-
er, both pillars of her game, 
to make Ciaravino pay 
dearly for any short balls.
   “Nancy played well to-
day,” junior No.4 doubles 

player Katy Shook said. “She’s beating really good players.”
   Another flight champion was the Maple’s No.2 doubles 
team consisting of Miller and Lleyva.  The pair delivered a 
strong performance against Katie Fidelholtz and Katie Dillon 
from Marian, winning 6-3, 6-4.
   Despite only two individual champions, the team had a 
great deal of finalists.
   Senior Katie Frazier made her way to the finals, losing the 
No.2 singles flight championship 6-1, 6-0 to Bailey Paradiso 

of Marian.
   Paradiso, a sophomore at Marian, 
was rock solid off both wings. Paradiso, 
could hit with topspin, throw up a lop; 
slice her backhand, her variety was im-
pressive. Much like the Maples Benda, 
her ability transcended her years.
   Fellow Senior Ashley Roth also lost 
in her respective No.3 singles final to 
Kelly Lunghamer of Marian by a hard 
fought score of 3-6, 6-4, and 6-2.
   Roth looked great during the first yet, 
exploiting her less powerful opponent 
by pounding the ball, corner to corner. 
   However, after Lunghamer won a 
close second set, it was clear that she 
had changed her strategy against Roth. 

   Lunghamer started to play extremely consistent as a way 
to avoid hard hitting, high-octane points where Roth, would 
have had the advantage.
   Freshman Elian Apaza took the No.4 singles final 6-2, 6-1 
over Allyson Foreman of the Maples. Despite taking an early 
2-1 lead, Apaza was too much to handle for the sophomore 
from Maples.
   In the No.1 doubles final, sophomores Meghan Dooley and 
Arielle Williams lost 6-2, 7-5 to the Mustang pair of Cath-
erine Christian and Kristin Lunghamer.
   At No.3 doubles, junior Sammy Miller and sophomore 
Annie Grier lost a tough three-setter 1-6, 7-5, 7-6 to Jessica 
Fortin and Morgan Asher from Marian.
   The No.4 doubles final was won by Marian’s Olivia Un-
derwood and Macy Hudson, defeating Shook and Gunckle 
6-4 7-5.
   What excited the No.4 doubles team of juniors Katy Shook 
and Elizabeth Gunckle was what lies ahead in East Lansing.
   “It is going to be awesome,” Gunckle said. “States is going 
to be great.”
   Shook echoed Gunckle’s high level of anticipation for 
States.
   “I can’t wait for States.”
   The MHSAA Division 2 State Finals Tournament will be 
held June 4 and 5 at Michigan State University in East Lan-
sing, MI.

David Foreman
Staff Writer
Dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

On to the Next One
Despite losing Regionals to 
Marian, Girls Tennis Advances 
to State Finals at MSU

Captains discuss their strategies against 
Marian.          Photo by Sidney Krandall

No. 1 Double duo of Meghan Dooley and Arielle Williams prepare to return an incoming serve. 
They later went on to lose their bout 6-2 and 7-5.      Photo by Sidney Krandall

   The Boys Varsity Baseball team beat the ever improving 
Andover Barrons, 5-4, on an eighth inning, bases loaded, 
walk for senior Keith Otterbein, boosting the Maples record 
19-7, 12-3 in the division.
   Currently they sit in second place in the OAA Central Divi-
sion, two games behind first place, Farmington High School, 
and remain tied with cross-town rival Groves.
   The game sat at a 1-1 tie in the fifth inning, before the Ma-
ples were able to produce offense, scoring three unanswered 
runs in the fifth inning.
 After Otterbein and senior Jack Quigley drew walks, junior 
Derreck Amboyan hit a single, leaving the bases loaded for 
senior Bill Getschman, who was able to draw yet another 
walk to score a run, making the game, 2-1.
    Junior Jay Gersonde singled in a Quigley run, followed by 
senior Kyle Eick hitting a deep double to the fence to make 
the game, 4-1.
   After pitching five solid innings, Otterbein let in three runs 
in the sixth, allowing three walks, a grounded single, and a 
passed ball. 
   Andover was able to tack on another run off senior pitcher 
Eric Sherman in the seventh to send the game into extra in-
nings.
   Junior pitcher Bobby Willen took over on the mound and 
retired five straight batters, earning the win after Otterbein 
drew a bases loaded walk in the bottom of the eighth.
   “Keith Otterbein has been one of our best pitchers,” 
Getschman said. “[Greg] Schwartz and Quigley have also 
been stepping up a lot.”  
   Last weekend the Maples split two games in the Chuck 
Jones Tournament at their home field, losing to eventual tour-
nament champ, Saline high school.
   Previously, the Maples lost the three games of the week, to 
Stoney Creek, Farmington, and Royal Oak. 
   “That week was pretty rough for us,” Getschman said. “We 
had some close losses. Hopefully we can regroup before Dis-
tricts. We’re definitely capable of being a very good team.”   
   The Maples will try to prove that this weekend at the Marys-
ville Tournament, where they plan on improving their status 
as a league contender.
   “We just need to keep confidence and keep doing the little 
things,” Sherman said.

Alec Nathan
Staff Writer
Anathan@seaholmhighlander.com

Maples Walk 
Past Barrons in 
Eight, Win 5-4 

Sports Briefs
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   Senior captain Charlie Kelly holds the many 
traits that are necessary in order to be a success-
ful leader. A two year Birmingham Unified 
lacrosse captain and a two time captain for the 
Maple Soccer program, Kelly thrives in the role 
of captainship that only a select few are able to 
handle. 
   Kelly embraced the role of a leader at a 
young age when he played goalie during youth 
hockey. He also found a way to meet a lot of 
guys through leadership while he was a part of 
Seaholm Soccer. 
   “I didn’t know many people so I decided to 
get to know a lot of guys by becoming a leader,” 
Kelly said.
   Kelly is in his final season as a member of the 
Birmingham Unified Lacrosse team, and is a 
key asset to the success in the postseason. Kelly 
hopes that his work ethic he puts in day- in and 
day-out will rub off on his entire team through-
out the season.
   “As a captain, I try to lead by example by 
always working hard and doing my job on the 
field,” Kelly said. “I hope that my teammates 
will see that and try to do the same.”
   Senior teammate Jake Drutchas recognizes 
how valuable Kelly is on the B.U. Lacrosse 
team. Drutchas believes Kelly’s optimism, ath-
leticism, and work ethic will be key to the suc-
cess of B.U.
   “He brings an unbreakable positive mental-
ity and knowledge of the game as well as ex-
tremely powerful work ethic,” Drutchas said. 

“In terms of how valuable he is, he is an integral 
part of the team.”
   Junior teammate Jake Kiehle believes Kelly’s 
role as a captain has led to the progression and 
respect of the underclassmen. 
   “Charlie uses great leadership skills to show 
underclassmen the way,” Kiehle said. “He re-
ally is a role model, and for underclassmen, a 
figure to look up to.”
   Junior teammate Kevin Covey believes Kelly 
is not only valuable on the field but off the field 
as well.
   “Charlie is valuable on the field with his sick 
dangles and is the vocal leader,” Covey said. 
“Off the field, he has such a hard work ethic that 
makes everyone push that much more.” 
   B.U. Head Coach Jeff Martin puts a lot of 
responsibility on the shoulders of Kelly and his 
fellow captains. Tasks such as helping the team 
get ready for games, helping other players that 
may not know exactly what to do, and making 
sure the defense is under control and running 
smoothly, force Kelly to push that much harder 
than others.
   “My coach expects me to handle these respon-
sibilities and always go as hard as I can,” Kelly 
said.
   Kelly believes these experiences will be very 
helpful next year when he is attending West 
Point. The constructive criticism a captain en-
dures helped Kelly deal with the intense training 
and criticism he has gone through.
   “I need to work and interact with people and 
sometimes give them constructive criticism, 
and I think at West Point I will have to work 
with other cadets to get stuff done as well,” said 
Kelly. 
   Also, Kelly thinks having to do these things 

Nick Naski
Sports Reporter
Nnaski@seaholmhighlander.com

Hard Work and Responsibility
during games will help him 
cope with the stress that he’ll 
have to deal with next year at 
West Point.
   “Sometimes it can get 
stressful and I’m sure that’s 
something I’m going to be 
dealing with at a whole new 
level next year,” Kelly said.
   Drutchas believes the traits 
Kelly has to offer will carry 
over perfectly next year to 
West Point. 
   “His leadership along with 
intelligence and athleticism I 
think will transfer amazingly 
at West Point,” said Drutchas. 
“He embodies the character-
istics that I feel the military 
should look for.”
   Kiehle believes Kelly’s 
mental toughness and his 
coaching ability will drive 
him to excel at West Point.
   “Being a leader for Charlie 
has always been in his blood 
and comes easy,” Kiehle said. 
“I think these qualities have 
been planted in his brain.”
   When the lacrosse season 
is all said and done, Kelly 
wants his teammates and 
coaches to remember how 
hard he worked for the sake 
of the team.
   “I want them to remember 
that I always worked as hard as I could to help 
the team,” Kelly said.

Senior Charlie Kelly comes to his teammates aid with bottles of water during practice.
                   Photo by Sidney Krandall

Birmingham Unified Lacrosse team captain Charlie Kelly mentors 
underclassmen; looks to continue leadership at U.S. Military Academy this fall

Senior Marcus Brown edges out the competition en route to a spot on the State Team for the 
Boys Track .  Brown, will be competing at State Finals on June 5 in Rockford.  Brown, who ran 
a personal best 2:02.10 in the 800 meter run, will be accompanied by standout sophomore Jack 
Howard who placed first in the Regional Meet in the 1600 meter run, setting the benchmark 
time of 4:29.40.  “When I set my goals for the season, making the State Meet was my long shot 
goal,” Brown said. “I’m really excited to be going and I plan on enjoying the experience.”  
                                                  Photo by: Sidney Krandall

Boys Track to Send Two to State Meet

Top 10 Seaholm Sports Moments of 2009-2010The Highlander’s

1.  Senior Richaud Pack scores school record 56, signs with Florida International University on scholarship for basketball. 
2.  Junior Shawn Conway verbally commits to University of Michigan football.
3.  Junior Hunter Luikart, sophomores Dan Gibbs and Keith McAllister win State Champioship lifting titles.
4.  Boys Tennis wins League and Regional Championships, finishes 5th in state.
5.  Varsity Football beats Groves in overtime 20-17, to close season 3-6.
6.  Will Kessel leaves Seaholm to play for the Green Bay Gamblers (USHL 2010 Clark Cup Champions).
7.  Mens Swim Team places fourth in Division 2 State Championship.
8.  After winning the league championship, boys varsity basketball team loses to Brother Rice in first round of playoffs.
9.  Girls swim team sends 11 to State Championships, while Boys send two.
10. Girls Track team goes undefeated and places first in Leagues.

10.
9.

1.

2. 3. 5.

4.

7.

8.Photos Courtesy of: Sidney Krandall, 
Lindsay Boeckl, The Gibbs Family,
Gary Anderson, and Will Kessel

6.

Workouts for 
Beginner Athletes

It’s that time of year; school’s almost over, summer is around the corner, and 
you are scrambling to try to get in shape for the pool. Some people already 
have an idea of how to get into their “perfect shape.” For those of you who 
don’t know exactly what to do, or aren’t very active, here are a couple 
exercises to help you get in shape.

•Jump Rope
  o Remember recess in elemen-
tary school, where jump rope 
was the cool thing to do? Guess 
what? Jumping rope is still cool, 
and it’s a great way to exercise.
  o Try to jump rope for 20 sec-
onds. Rest 1 minute and repeat. 
Once you feel comfortable with 
this, bring up the time you jump 
by 5 seconds, or bring down the 
time you rest 10 seconds- or do 
both!
  o You can also strengthen each 
leg by jumping rope on one leg.

•Biking
  o Instead of driving everywhere this 
summer, try riding your bike to places. 
Once you start bicycling you can do short 
intervals on your way to and from places. 
  o Try doing timed intervals, 30 seconds 
hard, rest 1 minute, repeat 5 times. Or 
you can pick a sign, or tree ahead of you 
and sprint towards it. Then rest and find 
another sign to sprint to. This can make 
intervals fun…kinda.

• Extra Advice
  o For all of the intervals described 
above feel free to adjust the time 
and number of intervals for what 
you feel comfortable with. These 
are just starting ideas.
  o Also, bring a friend along with 
you. Competition, friendly or not, 
really helps to get people to go 
faster!

• Running
  o Maybe some of you are walkers who want to 
start running, or someone who wants to just start 
running. Either way you try some running intervals. 
  o Start off walking for 5 minutes. Then pick up 
the pace to the next sign or tree, or for 30 seconds. 
Rest 2 minutes then repeat 5 times

   Covey will always remember the positive at-
titude Kelly brought toward others and the phe-
nomenal work ethic that a leader needs.

   “Charlie will always be embraced by the qual-
ities he brings to the table,” Covey said. “He is a 
great player and a great guy.”
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Petry: A Triple Threat

   Shortly after finishing his first triathlon, se-
nior Ryan Petry knew he was hooked. 
   “After the first one, I did really well but had 
a nine minute transition and I wanted to do 
redeem myself,” Petry said. “I signed up for 
one the next weekend and ever since then 
I’ve been hooked to triathlons.”
   With a long successful past in running at 
Seaholm, Petry has always enjoyed biking, 
and swam frequently as cross-training for 
running. 
   “Putting all three together is a cool chal-
lenge,” Petry said. “There is a lot of strategy 
involved, and it’s a lot of fun to train for 
because you get to work on all three parts 
of the triathlon instead of just run-
ning.”
   Petry is sponsored by Three Dis-
ciplines Racing, one of the main 
events sponsors in Michigan for 
triathlons. 
   Three Disciplines has a number 
of sponsors itself, including bi-
cycle stores and different products 
that Petry is able to get discounts 
on. 
   “It’s very cool to be sponsored,” 
Petry said. “I get to wear their 
company jersey and it’s nice to 
have someone supporting me in 
my races.”
   Petry has always finished in the 
top eight, other than on the nine 
minute run transition in his first 
race he participated in. His best 
finish was second overall out of 
the entire field, not just in his age 
group. He hopes that this success 
continues and leads to many vic-
tories in the future. 
   “I’ve won my age group basi-
cally every time, which is the age 
group of 0-19 years old,” Petry 
said. “I hope to get some victories 
this year to get that experience un-
der my belt.” 
   This fall, Petry will be attending 
Arizona State University, where 
the well-developed triathlon team contains 
over 90 members.  He has very high ex-
pectations for competing in collegiate-level 
triathlons.
   “It’s going to be nice to train year-round,” 
Petry said. “There with warmer weather 
there. Hopefully I will quality for the colle-
giate championships for Arizona State.”
   Petry goes to the pool two to three times 
a week, swimming laps and doing different 
workouts to help his endurance. In addition, 
he goes swimming in lakes once a week 
with senior Clay Monahan to get used to the 
water that he’ll be swimming in.
   He also has an indoor trainer that he hooks 
up his bike to that he uses when the weather 
isn’t suitable for outdoor training. 

Nick Naski
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   The main workout that helps Petry prepare 
for triathlons are brick workouts, which in-
clude swimming, biking, and running. 
   “This type of transition workout is key be-
cause it’s basically a practice run of a triath-
lon for me,” Petry said. 
   Carl Rundell, a 42 year old professional 
runner, works with Petry on his running. He 
stressed that one run in particular exempli-
fies Petry’s character.
   “Most people would not even consider 
biking Pontiac Lake Trails and almost none 
would consider running it,” Rundell said. 
“Ryan is the only one that would even fath-
om biking, running it, and then following it 
up with a swim in Pontiac Lake.”
   Rundell thinks the key characteristic that 
makes Ryan so successful is his love of 
learning. He is not afraid to ask for advice or 

challenge others’ thoughts. 
   “During races, Ryan is trying out new 
methods, theories and equipment,” Rundell 
said. “Each time he is fine tuning his race 
strategy.”
   Fellow tri-athlete senior Jesse Frank be-
lieves that Petry’s passion separates him 
from the rest of the field. 
   “When Ryan wants to do something he’s 
going to do it,” Frank said.  “His drive car-
ries him.”
   Rundell thinks that this is just the begin-
ning of success for Petry. 
   “Ryan surrounds himself with those that 
make him stronger,” Rundell said. “Most 
importantly, he helps others achieve their 
goals and in doing so achieves his own.”

Senior Ryan Petry runs along the shoreline 
during a triathlon. 
                     Photo Couresty of Ryan Petry

   Girls track and field hurdled one step closer to 
a state championship after a fourth place finish 
at the Regionals meet.
   The team had high expectations for them-
selves, hoping they could finish at the top of 
Regionals.
   “I expected the girls to place well and make a 
lot of state cuts,” junior Filip Jankovic said.
   Unfortunately, the day didn’t go as well as the 
girls would have hoped. Starting with weather 
that was ever changing, along with a fall that 
cost a female runner the race, a state cut, receiv-

Track Finishes Fourth At Regionals

Jesse Frank
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   Three hours, one minute, and sixty seconds, and 26.2 miles 
after he started, Derek DiGiovanni completed his journey: 
the Boston Marathon.
   This past April, DiGiovanni, a physical education teacher 
for special needs students at Seaholm, was the 1,479 person 
(out of 23,127 starters and 22,672 finishers) to complete the 
marathon course- famous for a stretch called Heartbreak Hill.
   DiGiovanni doesn’t believe Heartbreak Hill slowed him 
down too much from his six minute and 55 second mile pace.
   “You’re hitting it [Heartbreak Hill] at about 21 miles,” Di-
Giovanni said. “At that point in the race it is just tough. I don’t 
think I really lost a significant amount of time going up it, a 
lot of my training that I’d done. I was kind of ready for it.”
   While DiGiovanni was competing in his first Boston Mara-
thon, he has run three previous marathons: the Detroit Free 
Press, Walt Disney World, and Bay Shore Marathons.  
   In order to gain entry into the Boston Marathon, a runner 
must achieve a qualifying time. For DiGiovanni, he needed 
to run no slower than a 3:15.59 marathon, which he did, run-
ning the Bay Shore Marathon in 3:06. While qualifying nu-
merous times for Boston, he never actually ran in what many 
consider the most prestigious marathon, until now.
   “I’d actually qualified a couple other times for it but just 
never thought I’d be able to do the winter training,” Di-
Giovanni said.  
   The Boston Marathon was first run on April 19, 1897, mak-
ing it the oldest marathon run today. However, until 1927 
when race officials conformed to the Olympic standard of 
26.2 miles, the race was 24.5 miles. 
   Anyone that runs marathons gets excited and googley-eyed 
at the sound of The Boston Marathon. This does not mean 
running such a far distance is an easy task physically or men-
tally.
   “I kind of had a thought that I think everyone should run a 
marathon jut to be able to psychologically feel the affects of 
what your body physically and mentally goes through in that 
second half of the marathon,” DiGiovanni said.
   DiGiovanni was helped thorugh these affects by profes-
sional marathoner, and friend, Carl Rundell (Carl runs for the 
local Hansons-Brooks running team and finished Boston in 
2:28:48, a 5:41 minute-per mile pace) in Boston.
   While Rundell finished ahead of Derek, the advice and 
accommodations DiGiovanni received from Rundell was 
advantageous.
   “He got access to the elite suite, which means he can grab as 
much Powerbars, Gatorade- as much as you can eat,” Run-
dell said.  “I think it was an advantage. I think he brought 

home a good two-weeks worth of Powerbars for afterwards.”
   On race day, however, DiGiovanni decided to hold out from 
warming up in the elite corral, hoping to experience the race 
as a regular runner would.
   “He [Rundell] had a couple options he presented that I de-
cided to kind of hold out of just because of, being in the elite 
warm up area and stuff,” DiGiovanni said. “I wanted to ex-
perience it like everyone was, and really probably how I will 
if I ever decide to go back.”
   What an experience he got. In a field of more than 20,000 
runners DiGiovanni was lucky to start in one of the earlier 
waves. Even in the earlier waves it took DiGiovanni one 
minute and 42 seconds to cross the start line after the strating 
gun went off. Regardless, he was impressed not only by the 
originization of such a large event, but also the support from 
spectators.
   “Just the fact that pretty much 100 percent of the route was 
covered with spectators yelling and screaming, it was pretty 
amazing,” said DiGiovanni.
   This isn’t to say that the yelling and screaming helped him to 
run faster. While some argue that the cheers from the crowds 
inspire them to push through pain and go faster, DiGiovanni 
disagrees. Don’t get him wrong, he loves the cheering and 
screaming, he just thinks it can be harmful if a runner doesn’t 
know how to use the crowd wisely.
   “I can not really honestly say [the crowd] makes me go 
faster,” DiGiovanni said. “The only time, if it does, is it kind 
if gets you in trouble because it might be at the beginning of 

the race when you want to go slow and 
conserve your energy.”
   That is Coach in DiGiovanni speak-
ing. Not only is he a runner himself, 
but also the Boy’s Cross Country coach 
here at Seaholm.  He has been a coach 
at Seaholm since 1999, when he was an 
assistant coach, becoming head coach in 
2004.
   “He puts us through what we need to, 
to reach our goals,” said senior and three-
year member of the cross-country team 
Marcus Brown.
   DiGiovanni’s coaching resume does not 
stop there. A personal trainer since 2000, 
he and his wife opened a training studio 
in Birmingham called Coach Me Fit in 
2008. 
   “With my wife staying home with the 

kids, once we started to have kids, with 
a teacher’s salary not getting the deal 
done, we decided to open our own busi-
ness,” DiGiovanni said. 
   Prior to the opening of this studio, Di-
Giovanni taught physical education to 

homeschooled students. A group of kids would meet up at 
one house where he would go to train the group. In essence, 
he was a personal trainer for these kids.
   Soon enough, he started to train some adults at their homes 
and as the amount of requests increased, the idea for Coach 
Me Fit was born.
   “I started to get more requests and really couldn’t ac-
commodate people’s requests because I was booked, 
and you can only stretch yourself so far,” DiGiovanni 
said.
   DiGiovanni attributes some of the success he has had 
as a personal trainer and cross country coach due to his 
laid back coaching style. Others would agree.
   “It’s [DiGiovanni’s coaching philosophy is] pretty 
laid back,” said Brown. “Especially when you com-
pare it to other teams we run against and things their 
coaches make them do.”
   In addition, DiGiovanni believes his un-tattooed ap-
pearance is not so intimidating to clients and runners.
   “We’re [Coach Me Fit] really not intimidating,” 
DiGiovanni said. “I’m not a really threatening figure 
with lots of tattoos and big biceps and the whole deal.”
   This has earned DiGiovanni the nickname “The 
Silent Killer” according to Rundell. DiGiovanni may 
not be the one get in a client’s face and yell at them, 
but disappointing him is not something a client or run-
ner wants to experience.

Derek DiGiovanni poses with his runners number from the 
Boston Marathon.                Photo Couresty of DiGiovanni

   “His nickname is ‘The Silent Killer’ because he is very, how 
do I put it,” Rundell said. “He’s not the in the-the-face kind of 
guy, but you don’t want to disappoint him. You don’t want to 
‘rock the boat’ so to speak.”
   If there is one thing DiGiovanni enjoys, it is rocking the boat 
of athletic feats. Always the one to challenge himself, Iron-
man is one more title that can be added onto DiGiovanni’s 
already impressive resume.
   DiGiovanni had completed two Ironman Triathlons: Iron-
man Hawaii in 1994 and the Ironman in Lake Placid, NY 
in 2004. 
   This means DiGiovanni had been able to swim 2.4 miles, 
bike 112 miles, and run 26.2 miles… All in one day.
   These races are all about survival, not speed. Going all out 
in each of the three disciplines is not usually the most suc-
cessful strategy.
   “Of course in an Ironman your pace is going to be a lot 
slower,” DiGiovanni said. “So even though you just swam 
and biked you’re not going to be running the same type of 
pace in the marathon as you would by itself. It’s kind of more 
of a survival for an ironman”
   And survived he has. With two Ironman’s, three marathons, 
a head coaching job, and his own training studio under his 
belt, DiGiovanni has managed to survive, step-by-step, with 
exceptional success.
   “He is very dedicated,” Rundell said. “He is also very mo-
tivated by his own personal goals from the standpoint that his 
secret, which he actually applies to his coaching and training, 
is to achieve goals step-by-step.”

DiGiovanni and Rundell are seen with their dozens 
of foods they use for fuel.      
             Photo Couresty of DiGiovanni

XC Coach DiGiovanni Competes 
in His First Boston Marathon
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Freshman Tess Wilberding rounds 
off the Maples 4X800 event.  
     Photo by Sidney Krandall 

Senior Molly Parsons gazes upon the track in front of her. 
Parsons, helped continue the domination of the Girls Track 
team.                   Photo by Sidney Krandall

   The rain swept in and then West Bloomfield 
swept out the varsity softball team, as the Ma-
ples dropped Friday’s double header to the Lak-
ers 7-1, 8-1.
   A sudden burst of thunder caused a 30 minute 
delay of the first game both teams were given 
instructions to postpone playing and wait the 
storm out inside.
   “At Friday’s games the team just wasn’t pre-
pared,” Seaholm Varsity Softball Coach Curtis 
Elgie said. “It was part coaching and part them.”
   When the game resumed, the play on the field 
was deemed too much for the team to handle.
   In game one, senior captain Paige Young 

pitched the first four innings strongly before ju-
nior Kelly Buttice took over for the fifth, sixth 
and seventh innings.
   The defense and pitching proved not to be 
the problems for the girls highlighted by senior 
Mckenzie Hess’ great throw to home plate from 
right field to get a stealing runner out.
  The offense’s low productivity proved to cost 
the team the game, the team had trouble getting 
hits in key moments. Many at bats resulted in 
easy groundouts to short stop and second base.
   Game two was an instant replay of game one 
– timely hits were missing from key at bats.
  Buttice pitched all seven innings. Buttice and 
Young both contributed hits in the second game 
to put the Maples on the score board.
   “We didn’t play to our full potential but we’ll 
get them back in districts,” freshman catcher 
Lexi Hamilton said.

Julie Naski
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   At least one player said the twin-bill setback as 
a missed opportunity.
   “We could have beaten that team but we 
weren’t focused,” freshman centerfielder 
Meghan Edmonds said. “We need to get pre-
pared to play them in Districts.”
   Elgie said the sweep was out of character for 
this team.
   “We’ve beaten Clarkston and Lake Orion,” 
Elgie said. “We also had a close game against 
Troy and we beat Farmington.”
   Those four teams have been top contenders in 
previous State Championships.
   “We have a good team and a lot of potential,” 
Elgie said.
  The District Championships begin June 5. If 
Seaholm were to beat Groves and West Bloom-
field beats Marian, then the rematch will be in 
the district finals. 

Varsity Softball Swept in Weather Delayed Double Header

ing a key injury.
   All that added up to a solid but somewhat dis-
appointing fourth place finish for the girls.
   “I thought the girls would have finished better 
than fourth place,” senior captain Jimmy Feiten 
said. “They’re such a strong team.”
   However, the region contained some of the 
best talent in the state, including Rochester; the 
second best ranked 
girls track team in 
the state.
   “Oakland Coun-
ty consistently 
has some of the 
best athletes in 
the state,” Track 
Coach Dolan 
Street said. “So 
Regionals is al-
ways tough.”
   There were some 
bright spots in the 
day, however.
   The 4x800 re-
lay finished third, 
making the state 
cut with a time of 
9:44. The team 
consisted of Ande 
Giancarlo, Tess 
Wilberding, Au-
brey Wilberding 
and Selena Wal-
lace.
   “It’s my first time 
going to States 
so I’m really ex-
cited,” freshman 
Tess Wilberding 
said.
   Wilberding also 
qualified for the 
State cut individu-
ally in the 3200 
meter run with a 

time of 11:36.7. Her sister, Aubrey Wilberding, 
qualified individually as well, in the 800 meter 
with a time of 2:18.
   The girls, who qualified for States, while 
young, are still expected to be competitive.
   “The girls are going to do very well, we’ll get 
a couple places, but States is always tough,” 
Street said.
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   Francesco Ruffino is in the midst of an epic comeback at 
the U.S. Kids Championship in North Carolina. While most 
players in this situation would have sweaty palms and shak-
ing knees, this is not the case for Ruffino. With ice-water 
running through his veins, a 12 year old Ruffino delivers the 
goods, raising his game like Tiger Woods on a championship 
Sunday, winning first place in the U.S. Kids Championship.
   “I was down four strokes on the final day of play at the 
U.S. Kids event in North Carolina,” Ruffino said. “It was late 
in the tournament. I was 150 feet away from the hole and I 
was using a seven iron. I put the shot within five feet of the 
hole and the other guy put his ball about 20 feet from the 
hole.  That shot ended up being huge and helped me win the 
tournament. I think my experience kind of helped me there 
because I had already played a lot of tournaments so I didn’t 
really get nervous or anything.”
   Ruffino, like many great golfers, has a superstition. On cru-
cial days of golf, he wears nothing but blue.
   “I wear blue socks, blue shorts, a blue belt, a blue shirt and a 
blue hat, everything will pretty much be blue,” Ruffino said. 
“That’s kind of a tradition for me.”
   Ruffino has had a golf club in his hand since he could walk.
   “When I was very little, my dad would take me around 
to driving ranges,” Ruffino said. “Whenever we would go I 
just loved to play. It was a lot of fun so I wanted to play more 
and more.”
   Ruffino has seen success on the links from a very young 
age. 
   His most noteworthy title is winning the U.S. Kids event in 
North Carolina at the age of 12. Ruffino beat out 75 competi-
tors from across the nation en route to his first place finish.
   One might think a National Championship event would be 
a junior golfer’s highest level of competition. Not quite.
   Ruffino competed in the Junior World Golf Championship 
at Torrey Pines golf course in San Diego, California, drawing 
around 150 competitors, making up a field that spanned the 
globe.
   Ruffino finished 12 in this event, noting the competitiveness 
associated with a player field of that caliber. 
   “That was just a very tough tournament,” Ruffino said. 
“The level of play was just really high there. There were so 
many golfers and they were all very good.”
   Of all the courses that Ruffino’s golf game have taken him, 
he talks about the ones that stood out to him the most.
   “My favorite courses that I have ever played at would have 
to be Torrey Pines or Boston Golf Club,” Ruffino said. “They 
are both really nice courses and a lot of fun to play at.”
   Ruffino has a good idea of the strengths and weaknesses 
of his game.
   “My biggest strength would have to be my short game,” 
Ruffino said. “I’m good at putting, chipping, and stuff like 
that. In terms of my weakness, I would like to drive the ball 
further.”
   While talking to Ruffino, it’s clear that he is a student of the 
game and understands the intricate details of golf.
   Surprisingly, Ruffino had never had a lesson in his life until 
late April of his freshman year. 

Freshman Golfer Ruffino Helps 
Lead Maples to Success

   Because of golf’s 
reputation, fair or 
unfair, as a “rich 
kid” sport, many of 
the top players have 
parents that shell out 
thousands of dollars 
on coach after coach, 
and lesson after les-
son. 
   This makes Ruffino 
a spectator’s dream 
and an opponent’s 
nightmare, a class of 
player that exists in 
every sport: He’s a 
natural.
   Recently, Ruffino 
decided that it was 
time for a little bit of 
professional instruc-
tion to aid his game.
   “I just started work-
ing with Bob Percy, 
and he’s the first 
private coach I’ve 
ever worked with,” 
Ruffino said. “He’s a 
teaching professional 
at Meadowbrook 
Country Club, and 
during the winter 
months he works in 
Florida, since you 
can’t really golf in 
Michigan during the 
winter,” said a laugh-
ing Ruffino said.
   With Percy, Ruf-
fino participates in 
the “Inner Circle of 
Gold,” an elite pro-
gram for junior golfers run by Percy.
   Percy, who runs an another elite junior golf program in 
Tampa Bay, Florida, is impressed with Ruffino and envisions 
a bright future on the links.
   Percy believes that the strengths of Ruffino’s game are most 
evident when he is not at his best.
   “His strength is that he really knows how to grind and get 
the ball in the hole,” Percy said.  “Especially when he’s not 
playing well, he just finds a way to get it done.”
   Percy feels that Ruffino’s ability on the greens is hard to 
miss.
   “Francesco has incredibly soft hands,” Percy said. “His 
short game is excellent; anybody can see how good his short 
game is.”
   While Francesco has done quite a bit with golf, Percy be-
lieves that there is a great deal of potential to be unlocked.
   “Francesco is very young and very talented,” Percy said. 
“He works very hard and I hope he continues to work hard 
on his game, because he has the talent.”
   Percy feels that working out will be crucial for Ruffino to 
improve his game even more.
   “I want him to work a lot on his physical fitness this winter,” 
Percy said. “Mainly, I want him working on his fitness for 
golf. If he does that, I feel like it’s going to be good for his 
game.”
   When asked about his favorite professional golfer, Ruf-
fino’s answer was surprising.
   “I don’t have one,” Ruffino said. “I watch pro golf for en-
joyment but there aren’t any players that I care about in par-
ticular.”
   Between his unmistakable talent and obvious ability on 
the course, Ruffino is arguably the most decorated freshman 
golfer ever to join the Seaholm golf team, a squad that is cur-
rently the State’s top ranked, and the team to beat when the 
State Finals roll around.
   Junior Alec Aiello was clear-cut with his analysis of Ruf-
fino’s prowess on the links.
   “I can only describe his golfing with one word: amazing,” 
Aiello said. “I mean, every single time he plays, he ends up 
with a good score. He definitely improved our team because 
when you have somebody shooting a great score every 
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match, it’s just makes our team that much better.”
   Aiello says that Ruffino is just as impressive a sportsman as 
he is as a golfer.
   “He’s a really nice guy,” Aiello said. “He gets along with 
everybody on the team.”
   Junior Blake Keaton recalls the first time he ever saw the 
gifted freshman in action, recognizing a lot of the same at-
tributes that Aiello did.
   “The first shot I ever saw him do was a 15 foot putt to save 
par,” Keaton said.  “That’s a tough shot to make.”
   One might assume that a golfer of Ruffino’s caliber and 
accomplishments might be acutely aware of his abilities, and 
act a little bit arrogant as a result.
   This is not the case.
   “Francesco is a really chill guy,” Keaton said. “He is pretty 
well liked by the rest of the guys on the team.”
   When watching Francesco play, shooting a Seaholm best 
77 in a round robin tournament at Birmingham Country Club 
on April 26, his game is not one that immediately catches 
one’s eye.
   What he does have is a silky-smooth swing and flawless 
fundamentals, which are the foundation of Ruffino’s biggest 
weapon: consistency.
   Hole after hole, Ruffino just doesn’t make mistakes. 
   He has a certain confidence about him, a swagger.
   Ruffino has an unrelenting belief in his own game, and it 
shows on the course.
   If he hits a bad shot, perhaps a slice or a shank, it doesn’t 
bother him in the slightest. He knows he has the ability to 
make up that stroke by doing something spectacular.
   Over the course of the day, his stroke count doesn’t lie: This 
kid can golf.
   A particular aspect of Ruffino’s repertoire caught senior J.C. 
Wilhelm’s eye.
   “Francesco is good overall but what he can so with his irons 
is unbelievable,” Wilhelm said. “His iron play is pro-level.”
   Seaholm Coach Leon Braisted III is quick to point out while 
Ruffino is talented; a golf team consists of more than just one 
player.
   “It takes 14 guys to win a match,” Braisted III said. “One 
guy cannot win a match. Francesco is very good but we have 
14 guys out there playing. It’s not just one guy.”

   Ruffino has firm control of his emotions when it comes to 
the pressure of being a freshman on the varsity golf team, not 
to mention the team’s nest golfer.
   “I don’t really feel pressure anymore,” Ruffino said. “I 
mean, I’ve been playing tournaments for six years against 
really good players. I used to get pretty nervous when I was 
younger, but I don’t really anymore.”
   Francesco put these words into action in a 25 team tourna-
ment which, in Braisted’s words, “has some of the top teams 
in the state.” 
   With a team score of 302, the Maples sent a message 
throughout the state: When the State Finals roll around in 
June, they’ll be the team to beat.
   Leading the charge for Braisted’s golfers was none other 
than the Maples Freshman sensation.
   Ruffino shot a 71, tying with Trevor Grigg from Northville 
and Matt Brady from Rochester Adams for the top score in 
the entire tournament.
   “I was really happy with how the tournament went,” Ruf-
fino said. “It was nice to shoot a 71 and stuff but I was most 
happy that our team won. This is a really good team and we 
have a lot of potential to do well later in the season at the State 
Finals.”
   Senior Nick Naski has noticed Ruffino’s work ethic, and 
that the skills Ruffino has do not come easily.
   “He’s pretty serious about practice,” Naski said. “Even 
when the team is not practicing or playing, Francesco is on 
the course somewhere.”
   Naski feels that Ruffino’s attitude is that of a team player.
   “He has a lot of confidence,” Naski said. “I mean, he knows 
he’s good but at the same time he has a lot of respect for the 
older players and the captains.”
   Naski views Ruffino as the missing ingredient to a potential 
Maple State Championship.
   “We didn’t really have much depth last season,” Naski said. 
“Now that we have Francesco, we have five strong golfers. I 
feel like we are deep enough to win States this year.”
   Junior Captain Chris Milliken feels that the extent of Ruf-
fino’s contribution thus far has been surprising.
   “I mean, Francesco is only 15 years old so we were ex-
pecting him to play in a lower spot," Milliken said. "In the 
first match he was slotted in at the number one spot, which is 
really tough, it would be like a freshman on the tennis team 
playing number one singles."
   Milliken feels that Ruffino’s abilities transcend his years.
   “Francesco is 15 years old and he has better form than some 
18 year olds on the team,” Milliken said. “Even though he’s 
younger, older players can still watch him play to see what 
they should be doing with their swings.”
   Milliken mentions a recurring theme that everyone seems 
to say about Ruf-
fino’s game.
   “He’s just so 
consistent,” Mil-
liken said.  “Fran-
cesco never has a 
bad round.”
   The difference 
between good 
and great athletes, 
in any sport, is 
how they handle 
adversity. It’s al-
ways interesting 
to see how a golf-
er responds after 
hitting a shot that 
they are not par-
ticularly proud of.
   "Francesco's 
biggest strengths 
are his recovery 
shots," Milliken 
said. "If he hits a 
bad shot, or like 
ends up in the 
rough or some-
thing, he will hit 
an amazing recovery shot that puts him in a good spot. The 
best shots Francesco hits are usually right after a bad shot."
   Ruffino’s poise will be put to the test as the Maples compete 
at Forest Akers West on the Campus of Michigan State Uni-
versity in the MHSAA Division Two State Finals.

   In just 60 minutes, the 2010 Birmingham Buccaneers U19 
Rugby season ended, with a first round playoff loss to Dexter, 
18-13.
   “We played hard and didn’t even play that badly,” 
Oudersluys said. “We just didn’t get the calls that we 
expected.”
   The Bucs entered the game with a strong record of 5-1, 
recording their only loss to the same Dexter team. 
   “I wanted to repeat the success of the bound by blood 
championship team from 2007,” senior Max Koskela said. 
   Though there were key differences between this team 
and the bound by blood team, the 2007 team entered the 
tournament with a high ranking and an undefeated record.
   “We controlled the opening 15 minutes of 
the game,” Koskela said. “Then our backs 
seemed to let their fly half take over.”
   The first round took place on Saturday, 
May 22, at what is know as “The Armory”.
   Dexter, ranked at the fifth seed, entered 
the game with a high pace of play and 
hard hitting tackled, which seemed to 
overwhelm fourth ranked Bucs.
   “We took care of Troy pretty well before 
the tournament,” senior Joe Denison said. “I 
think it would have helped us more going 
into the tournament.”
   The team had recently come off a 41-0 
victory over Troy and had boosted their 
confidence, which was ended abruptly. 
   Injuries took a toll on the starting line up 
for the Bucs’ which didn’t favor the cause.
   “I dislocated my finger,” Koskela said. “I 

couldn’t even focus towards the end of the match and I got 
removed from the game.”
   Brother Rice Chris Padmos tallied the tries scored for the 
Bucs’ while Koskela converted on a penalty kick, though the 
ref and opposing talent was too much for the team.
   “It was a little disappointing,” senior Barclay Oudersluys 
said.
   After the game, Head Coach Brad Warner stressed that they 
had one more game, more of an exhibition against Dearborn, 
and stressed to “Remain focused”.
   “We beat them pretty good,” Oudersluys said. “Then 
[coach] Brad put a bunch of bench players out and the score 
was closer than the actual game was.”
   A season filled with success and glory was ultimately 
triumphed last Saturday and the shock still sat with senior 
ruggers that their high school playing career was completed.
   “The seasons over,” Koskela said. “It’s all over.”

B’ham Bucs lose in opening round of playoffs
Alec Larry
Sports Editor
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

Head Coach Brad Warner lectures the Bucs’ after the game.                                                         
Photo by Alec Larry

Ruffino, seen here, practices at Springdale Golf Course. The course is home 
to the Maples.                 Photo by Sidney Krandall

Ruffino watches his drive down the fairway.
Photo Courtesy of Francesco Ruffino

Ruffino practices his stroke 
on the putting green.

Photo Courtesy of F. Ruffino

That have to keep this in mind as they plan team trips.
    During spring break this past April, both the baseball 
and girl’s lacrosse teams traveled to Florida to tally up 
practice time and that’s all they got: practice.
   “When we take our Spring Break trip to Florida, it’s 
obviously helpful that we’re outside playing baseball,” 
senior Bill Getschman 
said. “But when we 
play our own team for 
a week we know each 
others tendencies.” 
   Getschman is not the 
only one who believes 
teams are harmed by 
the policy. Frank be-
lieves training over 
spring is an essential 
component of a suc-
cessful spring team. 
Losing ten days to spring break, especially with the 
senior spring break tradition of today, can be a major 
setback for a team.
   “If you want to have a very successful program com-
pete at the highest level, you can’t lose that spring break 
period of time,” Frank said.
   Due to Michigan’s unpredictable weather, Frank fears 
many families are afraid to commit to staying in town 
over spring break, when they can guarantee themselves 
better weather elsewhere. 
   This is why Frank believes having a team oriented 
spring break trip is critical. He expects these trips to not 
only improve the skill and technique of the players, but 
also aid in building team chemistry and team character. 

MHSAA Rejects AD’s Rule Change
   “Travelling as a team is a great experience,” Frank said.  
“It builds lifelong memories. It helps the team come to-
gether and succeed. 
   Getschman reiterates this fact. He believes that under the 
current policy team chemistry is the main benefactor of the 
spring training.

   “We are all in the 
same rooms together 
but if we were to be 
able to play other 
teams, I think we’d be 
a better baseball team 
too,” Getschman said. 
   I line with the thoughts 
of Getschman, it was 
with hopes of increas-
ing team chemistry 
and competitiveness 
that Frank submitted 

his proposal. But his attempt to change the rule ultimately 
proved to be fruitless.
   If he were to bring up the proposal at a later date, Frank 
believes having more backing his proposal may be the ex-
tra push needed to pass the proposal. 
   Regardless, while disappointed with the decision to turn 
down his proposal, Frank is not discouraged, as this de-
cision does not necessarily mean the policy will stay the 
same forever.  
   “It can always come back to the table,” said Johnson.  
“Any school, league, or conference is able to put forth a 
proposal that would be presented to the MHSAA repre-
sentative council in a rule change.”

   “Traveling as a team is a great experience.  
It builds lifelong memories. It helps the team 
come together and succeed.”

Aaron Frank
Seaholm Athletic Director
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