
Recent incidents of racial graffiti and threats have reignited the camera discussion.    Photo by Sidney Krandall.
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Thomas, who was charged with ethnic intimidation on May 17, is seen above speaking out against racism in a January assembly.
Photo by Sidney Krandall

   The student who told Seaholm adminis-
trators he was behind the initial racial graf-
fiti incident is now fighting a felony charge. 
   Courtney Thomas, an African American 
senior, pleaded not guilty to one count of 
ethnic intimidation on Wednesday morn-
ing in the 48th District Court. 
   According to court records obtained by 
the Highlander, Thomas was released on a 
$20,000 bond and was ordered to have no 
contact with Seaholm High School or the 
four other African American students he is 
accused of naming in the April 20 threat in 
the first floor B hall boys bathroom.
   At Tuesday’s warrant request hearing, re-
ported by WXYZ television, Birmingham 
Police Detective Al Smith said Thomas 
wrote the threat – using the “N” word – 
that listed five names of African American 
students, including his own.
   “They should be lynched…I’m going to 
kill them,” Thomas wrote, according to 
Smith.

   However, Wendy Barnwell, Thomas’ at-
torney, said after Wednesday’s arraignment 
the Seaholm senior was the victim, not the 
aggressor.
   “He’s a good, solid kid who goes to 
church,” Barnwell told print and broadcast 
reporters. “He’s been bullied. I’m aware of 
articles in the school paper.”
   The Highlander contacted Barnwell 
Wednesday, May 18, but she declined com-
ment. Additional attempts to reach her by 
phone Thursday were unsuccessful. A High-
lander reporter was unable to leave a mes-
sage, as her voicemail was full.
   Barnwell may be referring to a November 
12 Highlander article on bullying. In re-
porter Austin Filbin’s story, Thomas said he 
had often been the target of bullying.
   “People always make fun of the poems 
I write,” Thomas was quoted as saying in 
the Nov. 12 story. “They say that they hate 
them, or that they just hate me in general. 
They made fun of me for trying out for the 
basketball team.”
   At a January, 2011 school-wide assembly 
connected to Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
Thomas was one of the students from the 
Diversity Club to speak out against racism.
   Thomas told a crowd of hundreds of 
students he had been targeted in a racially 
offensive pamphlet created by a white 
Seaholm student.

   One culprit behind the racial threats may 
already been discovered, but the National 
Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People does not believe he was operat-
ing alone.
   The North Oakland County branch of 
the NAACP is offering a hefty reward for 
any assistance in catching the individuals 
responsible for the other incidents of racial 
graffiti.
    “Please take notice that the North Oak-

land County Branch of the NAACP hereby 
offers a $1,000 cash reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of the 
person or persons who are responsible for 
the above-referenced hate crimes,” the re-
lease said. 
   The release also states that the reward 
can be evenly split among multiple parties 
if more than one person with information 
comes forward.
   Any information regarding the graffiti 
or questions about the reward is to be ad-
dressed to H. Wallace Parker, the branch’s 
chief legal consul. He can be reached at 
(248)-332-0222.
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   “I feel like the message was not received. 
I feel as though we’ve all been deceived. I 
plan to stop this racism once and for all, but 
when it’s all said and done, who will take 
the fall? Will you make a stand with me and 
start to infiltrate peace? I believe it’s a new 
day and a new start, let’s all be loved and rip 
racism apart.”
   These words are an excerpt of a poem 
penned by senior Courtney Thomas. 
   The poem was performed by Thomas at 
the Candlelight Vigil, May 6, where over 
230 students, faculty and parents converged 
on the football stadiums bleachers in yet 
another community response to the acts of 
racism that had been plaguing the school.
   Just 11 days later, Thomas confessed to 
authoring the first act of racial graffiti.
   The revelation that Thomas, who turns 
19 next month, was behind the racial graf-
fiti opened up many more questions than it 
answered. The community was left reeling, 
wondering why a student would target him-
self and four other students in such a hateful 
display. 
   An active member of Diversity Club, 
Thomas also helped distribute buttons in-

scribed with the message “Unite Against 
Racism” following the incidents. He was, 
by all means, a student involved in his com-
munity.
   His motives are deeply clouded, but some 
say Thomas’ experience at Seaholm may of-
fer an insight into the reasoning behind his 
actions.
   “He was tormented,” junior Timmy 
Christensen said, who has known Thomas 
for three years. “I never knew him when he 
was not bullied. That’s the only Courtney I 
ever knew.”
   Thomas was the subject of a story on 
bullying in the November 12 issue of the 
Highlander, where he detailed some of the 
harassment he had received.
   “[I get cyber-bullied] almost every day,” 
Thomas told the Highlander in the story. 
“Probably since my freshman year. It’s the 
worst on Facebook for sure.”
   Even before writing the graffiti on the 
bathroom wall, Seaholm’s administration 
was aware that Courtney Thomas was the 
subject of hate.
   This past December, Thomas received a 
pamphlet from a white student titled “How 
to Control Your N*****”. The pamphlet 
used computer-altered photographs to 
depict Thomas in a disparaging manner. 
Although the pamphlet was offensive and 

racist, the administration reportedly did 
not feel it was threatening and the author 
of it was suspended for 10 days, according 
to Birmingham Public School spokesperson 
Marcia Wilkinson in a May 21 story in the 
Birmingham Eccentric.
   Thomas voiced his experiences at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day assembly at 
Seaholm in front of the entire student body 
in an effort to promote diversity.
   Wendy Barnwell, Thomas’ lawyer, refused 
repeated attempts by the Highlander to 
speak about the case. However, in an inter-
view with the Birmingham Eccentric, Barn-
well indicated that the incident may have 
been influential.
   “I think it had an affect [sic.] on him,” she 
told the Eccentric on May 21.
   Oakland County Prosecutor Jessica Coo-
per told the Birmingham Eccentric the 
pamphlet incident was “a tragic and unusual 
case.”
 “Today, two days after we issued our war-
rant, Birmingham Seaholm High School 
turned over information regarding other 
earlier incidents involving other individu-
als,” Cooper was quoted in the May 21 is-
sue. “These matters require further police 
investigation.”

   On Thursday, June 2, the Board of Education will 
readdress the issue of security cameras in the hallways.  
   “We have heard concern from parents and kids who 
believe that cameras should be put in the halls,” Board of 
Education Vice President Susan Hill said.  “Therefore we 
feel like the community needs to have a public discus-

sion about cameras.”
   While Hill is uncertain about what form the public 
discussion will take, she believes it is vital that the com-
munity is aware and involved.
    “It is so important for people to share their thoughts 
because it affects[the Board’s] opinion in a big way,” Hill 
said.
   Last year, the Board of Education turned down a 

    Members of the Birmingham Public Schools (BPS), 
the Parent Teacher Association, several teachers, and 
members of the BPS Board of Education members 
put together a proposal to rally parents to participate 
in a letter writing campaign Wednesday, May 25 at 
Beverley Park.
   These letters would be directed by various members 
of the Birmingham Public School district to encourage 
the state legislature to use the tax payer surplus and the 
School Aid account to fund K-12 schools.
   Governor Snyder previously proposed the School 
Aid fund be opened to community colleges and uni-
versities. This is in contrast to the account being used 
only for K-12 education as it had been in the past.
   “There are some parameters to this budget that need 
more investigation to determine actual impact,” BPS 
District Spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson said. “We are 
still writing letters asking for a fair and equitable way 
to fund public education.”
   While teachers are not able to participate in the letter 
writing campaign because, by law, they can’t engage in 
political activities during the work day, the Birming-
ham Education Association (BEA) still is urging teach-
ers to write to their state senator and representative on 
their own time. 
   For the last three weeks, teachers have also been hold-
ing grade-in events to raise awareness of Snyder’s pro-
posal. These occur when teachers take their work and 
grading to local malls and stay for an extended period 

of time.
   BEA President Scott Warrow is highly involved in the 
movement to reduce or completely eliminate cuts in 
funding to Birmingham schools. According to Warrow, 
the BEA is going to be starting more campaigns in the 
coming weeks to target registry.
   “They shouldn’t cut anything,” Warrow said. “In fact 
our economics demonstrate that they could give 220 
additional dollars per student. That’s what’s we’re cam-
paigning about and that’s 400 some odd dollars more 
[per pupil].”
   Governor Snyder announced a conditional rollback of 
roughly 200 dollars per pupil. This rollback comes from 
retirement offsets and also includes school districts low-
ering their cost per teacher and other employees through 
health care reductions and pay reductions in the founda-
tion allowance.
   Birmingham’s foundation allowance is $12,244 per 
pupil. With this proposal it would go down permanent-
ly to $11,774.
   According to a May 17 Detroit Free Press article, pub-
lic schools are seeking more money in order to combat 
Snyder’s proposed cuts.
   House Appropriations Committee Chairman Chuck 
Moss (R-Birmingham) said that districts should use 
windfall to combat debt.
   “Pay down the credit card, and don’t spend it all in one 
place,” Moss said in the article.
   The state is also expected to bring in around $429 mil-
lion more than expected, according to economists. 
   Though Governor Snyder and the Republican Party 
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   Starting next year, BPS is going wireless.
   As part of the five-year technology forecast, the district 
plans to install wireless internet in all of the school build-
ings and the administration building for the 2011-2012 
school year.
   “By having wireless in the buildings and in classrooms 
,every device can have a very high speed connection,” 
BPS Executive Director of Technology Joseph Hoffman 
said. “This allows us to invite students to bring in their 

own technology to use in the classrooms as part of their 
learning.”
   Seaholm currently has a guest wireless network acces-
sible at certain spots in the school, but Hoffman says the 
network is outdated.
   “It’s really clunky and slow,” Hoffman said. “Part of our 
update is creating a more student-friendly guest portal.”
   The new portal will be faster and easier to use, according 
to Hoffman. Once a student registers a wireless device, 
the network will automatically remember it. 
   Installing the wireless internet will cost BPS an esti-
mated $1.9 million from the district’s Capital Projects 

fund, which consists of money given by the state and 
from building sale revenue. 
   NETech, a local Michigan company, will install the ca-
bling and servers for the network. The internet itself will 
be provided by Oakland County Schools. 
   The decision to install wi-fi has been in the works for 
about two years, according to Principal Terry Piper. 
   “It started with Dr. Hoffman and the board talking 
about making the whole district wireless,” Piper said.
   The district stresses the importance of 21st century 
learning, namely implementing new technologies into 
the classroom.

   “We’ve gotten a lot of feedback from our principals, 
teachers, department heads, facilitators and from our 
students that to really have an effective environment for 
doing those types of activities.” Hoffman said. “We really 
need wireless to be part of our district.”
   BPS Board of Education President Lori Soifer hopes 
that the efficiency and accessibility of the new system will 
encourage more technology-based learning.
   “Wi-fi district-wide everywhere is going to allow us 
to provide the foundation for teaching and learning as 
we move forward in to the next decade and possibly be-
yond,” Soifer said. “We are hoping that it allows greater 
flexibility for students and teachers in terms of learning.”
   Principal Terry Piper said that the role of technology 
in schools is rapidly changing. As a result, students will 
be encouraged to bring in their own laptops, tablets and 
other wireless devices.
   “The question I keep asking people right now is ‘Will 
the computer lab at the high school level look like that 
in three or four years?’” Piper said. “I don’t think you are 
going to see rows of computers. There will be some labs 
where students can sit around with their own devices and 
do their work.”
   According to a Highlander survey of 200 people, 76.5 
percent of students have a wireless device. Of the students 
who own a wireless device, 83 percent said they would be 
willing to bring it to school.
  34 percent of those who don’t own a wireless device said 
that their parents would be willing to buy them one if it 
was necessary for school.
  Soifer said that while the district will have laptops avail-
able for student use at school, she hopes to utilize other 
technologies as well.
   Piper knows that not all students have access to a laptop, 
and he anticipates that the district will buy more wireless 
devices as a result.
   “I see us definitely getting more laptops and more tab-
lets and investing our money in those versus in the rows 
of computers like we see right now in our labs,” Piper 
said.
   “We will always have a system in place for students 
who need electronic devices,” Soifer said. “Our hope is 
not just necessarily for laptops but with a lot of kids and 
teachers having smart phones that it will be beyond just 
the computer one day.”
   Piper has not seen a change in teachers’ methods to 
accommodate the wi-fi, but he expects that classes will 
ultimately change. 
   “I think that that’ll probably happen over the course of 
the next few years when people realize the benefits of the 
entire building being wireless,” Piper said. 
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BPS to install wireless internet

BPS is installing wireless internet in its buildings before the 2011-2012 school year to further promote 21st century learning.               Photoillustration by Sidney Krandall

   The Birmingham Public School District continues to 
take steps towards making district-wide 21st Century 
Learning a priority.
   Flex teacher David Reed-Nordwall will be leaving the 
classroom next year to be the 21st Century Teaching and 
Learning Coordinator.
    “The job is a position designed to help the district with 
its intuitive of 21st century learning,” Reed-Nordwall 
said. “That initiative is supposed to make the classroom 
more effective and progressive.”
   Assistant Superintendent for Instruction Dr. Stephen 
Palmer, who led the selection process for the job, believes 
Reed-Nordwall has a lot of the skill sets this occupation 
requires. 
   “There were multiple steps for the interviewing process 
and I was involved in a couple of the key points,” Palmer 
said. “He obviously has great leadership skills; he already 
does a lot of things that are innovative in his classrooms. 
Leadership skills, out of the box thinking, works well 
with others, and somebody who exhibits the skills were 
looking for already--those would be four of the key things 
that stood out with him.”
   Reed-Nordwall believes the best way to make the class-
room more effective is not looking at the downsides but 
improving the upsides.
   “To help teachers and students be even more productive 
than they already are, trying to avoid the whole we’re not 
doing a good enough job,” Reed-Nordwall said.  “But 
saying what more do we need and what can we do, es-
pecially in today’s environment where the future looks a 
little uncertain.”
   His job isn’t just merely teaching other teachers about 
21st Century Learning but also assisting them when nec-
essary.
   “I’m consulting with teachers, seeing what teachers 
need, and helping them, if is there is a teaching aspect, 
communicating to them what that term ‘21st century’ 
means,” Reed-Nordwall said. “I find myself as a bridge 
or goal between this concept that the administration is 
seeking and the way it becomes reality in the classroom.” 
   Fellow Flex teacher Michael Wicker believes Reed-Nor-
dwall is a perfect fit for the job.
   “I think Mr. R-N [Reed Nordwall] has a large commit-
ment to 21st century,” Wicker said. “It’s not something 
he is forced to do, but it’s something he embraces and 
wants to do, and that enthusiasm will really carry over 
when he works with staff members who may be reluctant 

to change the way they teach.”
   Reed-Nordwall explains that he is here to help everyone 
learn together what 21st century learning is.
   “The best term I have for that is a consultant,” Reed-
Nordwall said. “Asking what administration needs, ask-
ing what teachers need, and finding a way to help them 
both achieve that.”
   To Reed-Nordwall, 21st Century Learning is all about 
efficiency.
   “The simplest version I can say is taking a lot of the 
work load off of teachers, and appropriately giving the 
students the work load that’s going help to them be more 
productive,” Reed-Nordwall said.
    Reed-Nordwall believes teachers will be able to have 
more time at home and more time to efficiently work 
with students. 
   “Teachers currently are finding more students with less 
time to help them, and any extra duty they have requires 
at home time out of them,” Reed-Nordwall said. “My 
question is, is there a way, to help them [the teachers] 
help the students be more prepared for the future and 
save the teachers sanity, have them actually taking less 
work home, and feeling more successful.”
   Though he is excited for the next level in his profes-
sional career, Reed-Nordwall says he will miss his job.
   “I’ll miss the classroom and I’ll miss the students tre-
mendously,” Reed-Nordwall said. “It’s one of those things 
where as a job I’ve never doubted the purpose in my life, 
specifically because professionally every day I get to help 
people achieve their dreams.”
   Though he’ll miss the classroom, Reed-Nordwall be-
lieves he will still be happy with his new job.
   “It’s made it easy, but in that regard the job is still about 
relationships. I’ll be fine,” Reed-Nordwall said. “It’s still 
about relationship; I still get to continue helping people 
be successful in whatever way that they want.”
   The step to the administrative level is ideally a perma-
nent one for Reed-Nordwall.
   “Stepping up to administration is the direction I want 
to keep going,” Reed-Nordwall said. “In terms of this job 
specifically we’re making it, it doesn’t exist, the concept is 
new,  [and] we’re one of the first districts to pioneer this.” 
   Ultimately, Reed-Nordwall hopes that his job will be 
unnecessary.
   “I would prefer to be so effective I’m not needed in a 
few years, because the desire is to give a teacher’s a frame-
work to see what it looks like, and then they go from 
there,” Reed-Nordwall said. “The hope is to be as unnec-
essary as soon as possible, to make them [the students] as 
independent as possible.”

Reed-Nordwall chosen to 
helm new admin position
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Outstanding Service to Seaholm Awards
Samantha Arnold
Emelia Aukee
Maria Banou
Gabrielle Christ
Emma Davis
Dana Granadier
Paul Myers
Kayla Murrish
Nicole Sarvis
Emily Smith
Kristi Sutherland
Aaron Walden
Madison Weinert 
Brandon Wiseman
Megan Smith

Seaholm Community Service Scholarship
Emily Smith

President’s Volunteer Service Awards
Emma Louise Davis
Sophie Hardig
Kaitlyn Krizanic
Matthew Maniaci
Emily Smith
Aaron Walden
Jane Allen
Anna Ames
Eliana Barwinski
Danielle Beauregard
Adam Boorstein
Lauren Hall
Jamie Hinz
Maryann Laboe
Kelsey Lalka
Julie Leebove
Kelsey Mc Clear
Rebecca McCurley
Lily Mehta
Rachel Murphy
Kathryn Pelton
Nicholas Vick

MHSAA Awards
Megan Smith – 2011 Winner
Julie Woo
Kathleen Schaaf
Craig Mulhinch

Sam Anderson
Robert Griffin
Brandon Wiseman
Mark Bennett
Kristi Sutherland
Bradley White
Natalie Collins
Sophie Hardig

George W. Forester Award
Bradley White
Alexandra Gothard

Rotary Club Strive Award
Edward Adams
Katherine Nagley

Prudential Spirit of the Community 
Award
Emily Smith

Spirit Award
Jasmine Ware

Seaholm Alumni Award
Aaron Walden

Perfect Attendance Award
Kirstyn Shiner
Fiona Eaken

Mitch Fischer Award
Rebecca Rosen

Dr. Barbara Ducker-Chin Award
Kayla Murrish

Art Department
Aaron Walden – National Art Honor 
Society Award
Community House – Our Town Exhibit 

1. Christine Pear – Second Place 
Winner

2. Jenna Bowman – Second Place 
Winner

3. Aaron Walden – Honorable 
Mention

Scholastic Art Winners
1. Alexandra Lee – Gold Key, 

Drawing

2. Anna Hardig – Gold Key, 
Drawing

3. Nhi Tran – Gold Key, Drawing
4. Timothy Andres – Silver Key, 

Drawing
5. Bridget Sadley – Silver Key, 

Drawing
6. Hunter Kurepa-Peers – 

Certificate, Fashion
7. Simon Schuster – Silver Key, 

Photography; 3 Certificates for 
Photography

8. Emma Zaleski – Silver Key, 
Photography; Certificate, 
Photography

Business Technology Department
The James Schachern Excellence in 
Business Award

1. David Reed
2. Charles Santa
3. Taylor Stinson
4. Graham Gettel
5. Elizabeth Schaaf

Business Technology Department – 
Computer Focus Award

1. Nicholas Lyon
2. Marvin Kassibian
3. Christine Pear

Business Technology Department – Focus 
in Finance Award

1. Christopher Milliken

Engineering Technology Department
Michael MacFarlane – Engineering 
Technology Student of the Year
Reid Turnbull – Engineering Technology 
Foundation Award

English Department
Daniel Bekemeyer – Harvard Book Award
Jillian Bickley – Wellesley Book Award
Christine Wells – University of Richmond 
Book Award
Kathleen Dow – Dartmouth Book Award
Madeline Jerge – University of Chicago 
Book Award
Cullen O’Keefe – Northwestern Book 
Award
Kristen Thut – Cornell Book Award
Rebecca Rosen – Yale Book Award
Nicholas Resnick – Miami University Book 
Award

Creative Writing
Reid Turnbull – Poetry Slam Winner

Newspaper
Emily Gordy – Vida B. McGriffin Award

Forensics 
Nickolas Resnick
Sabrina Gowda
Kendall Hitch
Natalie Fitch 
Gabrielle Christ
Kevin Urlaub
Kathleen Dow
JefferyButler
Alexander Singer
Madeline Jerge
Sara Mahoney
Devon Grout
Connor Park
Allie Provost
Maddy Weinert
Adam Boorstein
Kathleen Schaaf
Marisa Xheka
Morgan Lipinski
Ryan Graham
Kristin Thut
Evan O’Hara
Sarah McBride
Nicole Lalka
Anne Stenback
Claire Diebold
Kelsey Lalka
Austin Filbin

Life Management Department
Kelsey Jones – Outstanding Interior Design 
Award
Alexa Johr –Outstanding Life Management 
Award

Mathematics Department
The Joseph Ponczocha Award for 
Outstanding Performance in Mathematics

1. Michael MacFarlane
2. Kathleen Schaaf
3. Paul Myers

Excellence in Mathematics
1. Robert Griffin
2. Bradley White
3. Megan Smith
4. Dana Granadier
5. Natalie Collins
6. Sophie Hardig
7. Kristi Sutherland

Honors in Mathematics
1. Eric Volk
2. Kayla Murrish
3. Alexandra Gothard
4. Zachary Sperling
5. Casey Smith
6. Carson Gwizdz
7. Michael Giles

Music Department
Evan O’Hara -Department Award for 
Orchestra
Samantha Arnold – Department Award 
for Choir
Emelia Aukee – Department Award 
for Band
Paul Myers – Department Award for 
Band

Science Department
Megan Smith – Outstanding Senior 
Science Award
Michael Mac Farlane – Outstanding 
Senior Science Award
Ann Grier – Bausch and Lomb 
Honorary Science Award
Natalie Collins – Biology Olympiad
Matthew Isaacs – Biology Olympiad
Zoe Gaber – Biology Olympiad
Paul Myers – Biology Olympiad

Social Studies Department
Aaron Walden – Eleanor Roosevelt 
Award
Nicole Sarvis – Eleanor Roosevelt 
Award
Daniel Bekemeyer – Michael 
O’Donnell Award
David Bender – JJ Myers Award
Zoe Gaber – Theodore Roosevelt Award
Alexa Johr – Theodore Roosevelt Award
Kevin Wilberding– Theodore Roosevelt 
Award
Sigmund Freud Award -- Nhi Tran

World Languages Department
French

1. Kathleen Schaaf – Upper 
School Award Winner

2. Sumer Ghazala – Lower 
School Award Winner

Spanish
1. Dalton Geraldo – Upper 

School Award Winner
2. Katherine Merlini – Lower 

School Award Winner
Chinese

1. Daynna Myers – Upper 
School Award Winner

2. Anna Collins – Lower 
School Award Winner

Renaissance Award
1. Kayla Murrish – Overall 

Excellence in Multiple 
Languages

Phi Beta Kappa 
and the President’s 
Educational Awards
Adams, Edward-PA
Aerts, Devon-PA
Aiello, Alec-PA
Aldridge, Gabrielle -PA
Anderson, Samuel-PA
Arnold, Samantha-PA
Bartholomew, Ryan-PA
Bedard, Kelly-PA
Beier, Nathaniel-PA
Benet, Alexander
Bennett, Mark-PA
Bernard, Drew -PA
Betts, Caroline-PA

Bloom, Rachel-PA
Burg, Madeline-PA
Burgher, Michael-PA
Burke, Melissa-PA
Butler, Jeffrey-PA
Christ, Gabrielle- PA
Ciemniecki, Elizabeth-PA
Clack, Andrea
Collins, Natalie - PA
Covey, Kevin-PA
Davis, Emma Louise -PA
Diebold, Claire
Dutke, Abigail-PA
Gaber, Zoe-PA
Genautis, Abbie
Geraldo, Braden
Gettel, Graham
Giancarlo, Andrea-PA

Giles, Michael
Gordy, Emily-PA
Gothard, Alexandra
Granadier, Dana -PA
Griffin, Robert -PA
Gunckle, Elizabeth -PA
Gwizdz, Carson-PA
Hackert, Darcy-PA
Hardig, Sophie-PA
Harris, Elizabeth
Harrison, Emily
Henry, Alissa
Jankovic, Filip-PA
Johr, Alexa
Jones, Kelsey -PA
Kane, Benjamin-PA
Kaugher, Abby
Keaton, Blake-PA

Klose, Katherine
Kriete, Margot -PA
Krizanic, Kaitlyn-PA
Laboe, Maryann -PA
Lewis, Charles
Lohr, Kevin
MacFarlane, Michael-PA
Mahoney, Sara
Marasigan, Johann
Mee, Samantha-PA
Mulhinch, Craig-PA
Murrish, Kayla - PA
Myers, Paul -PA
Nagley, Katherine-PA
Nagridge, Cydney
O’Meara, Christina
Oudersluys, Boyce-PA
Paranjape, Grant-PA

Pear, Christine- PA
Pecoraro, Anthony
Pelton, Michael-PA
Pidgeon, Julia-PA
Potoczak, Olivia
Provost, Allison-PA
Putz, Michael-PA
Rai, Christopher
Robinson, Michael
Rogers, Spencer-PA
Rosen, Adam
Santa, Charles-PA
Sarvis, Nicole -PA
Schaaf, Elizabeth-PA
Schaaf, Kathleen - PA
Schaaf, Matthew-PA
Schiefelbein, Adam -PA
Shaheen, Nicholas-PA

Simon, Scott
Singer, Alexander
Smith, Casey-PA
Smith, Emily-PA
Smith, Megan-PA
Sperling, Zachary-PA
Stanley, Laura-PA
Steinmetz, Matthew -PA
Stephens, Matthew
Stinson, Taylor -PA
Superstine, Elizabeth-PA
Sutherland, Kristi -PA
Taormina, Sheridan-PA
Tonis, Alessandra
Tonis, Andriana
Underhill, Victoria -PA
Vanderhoef, Eric-PA
Volk, Eric-PA

Walden, Aaron
Wandyez, Joseph-PA
Weinberger, Cody -PA
White, Bradley -PA
Whitenack, Henry
Wilberding, Kevin-PA
Willett, Caroline-PA
Wiseman, Brandon-PA
Wolf, Sydney-PA
Woo, Julie -PA
Wright, Natalie
Xheka, Marisa -PA

Seaholm Award Winners

2010-2011

Thomas admits to graffiti

   Anger, confusion and surprise were the emotional 
reactions of students after learning the identity of the 
person behind the racial graffiti. 
   Earlier this month, Courtney Thomas admitted to 
the administration he was responsible for the first racial 
graffiti incident, and has pleaded not guilty to felony 
ethnic intimidation charges. 
   Within weeks of writing the racist threats Thomas, 
who is African American, spearheaded an anti-racism 
campaign including, most recently, the “Unite Against 
Racism” buttons and petition. Thomas also spoke at 
the May 5 Candlelight Vigil. 
    “He came to a lot of [Diversity Club] meetings and, 
to my knowledge, he went to a lot of the school ex-
changes,” junior and Diversity Club President Paige 
Moore said.  “He [was] pretty involved and seemed to 
enjoy Diversity Club a lot.”
   Sophomore and Diversity Club member Courtney 
Kezlarian was also stunned by Thomas’s actions.
    “He was probably the main [person] who [believed] 
we [had] to do what’s right and stop this,” Kezlarian 
said. “I want to throw something against the wall. It 
makes [the Diversity club] look idiotic.” 
   Freshman Riley Miller said that she was stunned to 
discover that Thomas was behind the graffiti. 
    “I was really surprised because he had come around 
to the classrooms for the anti racism stuff and really 
acted like he cared about it,” Miller said. “When it was 
him it was a huge surprise.” 
   Junior Keith McAllister was also shocked that Thom-
as would go against the racial equality he preached. 
    “I was pretty surprised because he was in all the ral-
lies against racism,” McAllister said. “He went around 
getting people to sign against racism.”   
   Senior Rachel Redmond, a key leader in planning the 
Candlelight Vigil, didn’t initially believe that Thomas 
could be the perpetrator. 
    “At first I didn’t really believe it,” Redmond said. “I 
mean, it crossed my mind maybe he [was] lying, he is 
saying he did it, but he really didn’t.” 

Kathleen Dow contributed to this report

Kelsey McClear
Deputy News Editor
Kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

Students call news 
a “huge surprise”

   BPS Spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson told the Detroit 
Free Press an incident involving a racially offensive image 
did occur Dec. 14, but did not confirm Thomas’ image 
was involved.
   “It was offensive in the picture and words, but there 
was no physical threat involved,” Wilkinson told the Free 
Press.
   The student who created the pamphlet, according to 

reports, was suspended 10 days.
   Administrators confirm Thomas’ suspension is indefi-
nite. Thomas, according Seaholm Principal Terry Piper, 
will receive his diploma. 
   Administrators declined to comment about graduation, 
but it appears unlikely, given the court’s bond restrictions, 
Thomas will walk with his classmates.
   Thomas is set to appear in court again on June 14 for a 
preliminary exam conference.
   If convicted, Thomas faces up to two years in jail and 
a $5,000 fine.

THOMAS cont. from Page 1
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$176,000 bid to put security cameras in the hallways at 
Seaholm and Groves. 
   Instead they opted for a more modest proposal to put 
cameras at the entrances and in the student lot.
   However, recent acts of vandalism at Seaholm have re-
opened the debate about putting security cameras in the 
hallways.
   Hill attributes last year’s rejection of the bid to issues 
regarding student rights.
    “It was a privacy issue,” Hill said. “There was also a 
hope that we did not need cameras [in hallways] because 
our character education initiative would carry through.”
  Following death threats, racial intimidation, and vandal-
ism, members of the community are starting to recon-
sider the cameras.
   To Principal Terry Piper, cameras are a necessity.
    “We absolutely need them,” said Piper. “Every school 
has them.”
   Piper said that having cameras would have helped the 
administration identify those behind the racial threats. 
    “The two notes in the student lockers would have been 
a no brainer,” Piper said. “We would have seen the person 
right then unless they would have been disguised.”
   Junior and Diversity Club President Paige Moore dis-
agreed.
    “New cameras would be a waste of money,” Moore 
said. “I don’t think they would prevent much, if anything, 
from happening.”
   According to senior Alex Singer, cameras do little to 
address the real issue.
    “This threat of being caught doing something inap-
propriate isn’t removing the urge to vandalize, but rather 
trying to instigate a fear amongst the student body that if 
you do try anything we’ll catch you easier,” Singer said. 
   While Singer thinks that cameras might stop students 
from vandalizing to an extent, he believes the underlying 
issues revolving around this behavior need to be resolved.
    “The cameras would not stop the real issue that is a 
character flaw in the community of students at Seaholm,” 
Singer said.
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have proposed a budget to reduce the amount of money 
cut in K-12 schools, this campaign is still vital to the 
Board of Education.
   BPS Business Assistant Superintendent Deborah Piesz 
agrees that the improvements in the budget are still not 
enough for BPS staff.
   “We still need a predictable, stable funding source for 
schools,” Piesz said. “In fact, the language is still in a pro-
posed state.”

FUND cont. from Page 1
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Exploring Major Options
Majors in college may lead to much more 
than just graduate school in the concurring 
area of study.
   The top ten college majors in the United 
States in descending order are, according to 
the Princeton Review, Business Administra-
tion and Management/Commerce, Psychol-
ogy, Nursing, Biology/Biological Sciences, 
Education, English Language and Literature, 
Economics, Communications Studies/Speech 
Communication and Rhetoric, Political Sci-
ence and Government, and Computer and 
Information Sciences.
   The Princeton Review adds a disclaimer, 
however, to its list.
   “Be warned that these are not necessarily the 
degrees that garner the most demand in the 
job market,” the Review says on its website. 
“More importantly, they don’t lock you into 
a set career path. Each major offers unique 
intellectual challenges and develops skill sets 
that will be applicable to various careers.”
   With such uncertainty in their future, some 
Seaholm students are wondering what major 
will lead to the most successful career.
   Every year the National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics (NCES) collects data for the 
Department of Education and the Institute 

of Education Studies. According to pages 283 
and 284 of the 2010 Digest of Education Sta-
tistics, in 2008-2009 1,601,000 bachelor de-
grees were awarded in the United States.
   “Of the bachelor’s degrees conferred in 
2008–09, the greatest numbers of degrees were 
conferred in the fields of business (348,000); 
social sciences and history (169,000); health 
sciences (120,000); and education (102,000),” 
the Digest said.
   The NCES also studies degrees at higher lev-
els of education.
   “At the master’s de-
gree level, the greatest 
numbers of degrees 
were conferred in the 
fields of education 
(179,000) and busi-
ness (168,000),” the 
Digest said. “At the 
doctor’s degree level, 
the greatest number 
of degrees were con-
ferred in the fields 
of health professions 
and related clinical 
sciences (12,100); 
education (9,000); 
engineering (7,900); 
biological and bio-
medical sciences 
(7,000); psychology 
(5,500); and physical 
sciences (5,000).”
   Recently these fig-
ures have been on 
the rise.
   “Growing num-
bers of people are 
completing col-
lege degrees,” the 
Digest said. “Be-
tween 1998–99 and 
2008–09, the num-
ber of associate’s, 
bachelor’s, master’s, 
first-professional, 
and doctor’s degrees 
that were conferred 
rose. During this 
period, associate’s de-
grees increased by 41 
percent, bachelor’s 
degrees increased by 
33 percent, master’s 
degrees increased by 49 percent, first-profes-
sional degrees increased by 17 percent, and 
doctor’s degrees increased by 54 percent.

   Certain majors and minors have had signifi-
cant jumps in their popularity in recent years.
   “Fields with sizable numbers of degrees 
(over 5,000) that showed increases of over 
30 percent between 2002–03 and 2007–08 
included security and protective services (54 
percent) and parks, recreation, and leisure 
studies (40 percent),” a report on nces.ed.gov 
based on the 2009 Digest of Education Sta-
tistics said.
   Many fields that are gaining interest revolve 
around technology and the sciences.
   “The number of bachelor’s degrees conferred 
in the combined fields of engineering and en-
gineering technologies was four percent high-
er in 2002–03 than in 1997–98 and rose eight 
percent between 2002–03 and 2007–08,” 
the NCES online report said. “The number 
of engineering and engineering technologies 
degrees conferred in 2007–08 was about 12 
percent higher than the number conferred in 
1997–98. The number of degrees conferred 
in biological sciences increased by 30 percent 
between 2002–03 and 2007–08. The number 
conferred in the physical sciences increased by 
22 percent between 2002–03 and 2007–08.”
   Some categories, such as undecided, have 
declining numbers of students choosing them.
   “We do track undecided [majors],” NCES 
commissioner Jack Buckley, Ph.D. told the 
Highlander. “In 2008, about eight percent 
of undergraduate students were undecided.  

By comparison, 
in 2003, about 
20 percent of stu-
dents were unde-
cided.”
   College and 
Career Center 
Instructor Judith 
Stahl believes the 
reasoning behind 
the decline in un-
decided majors is 
students’ ability to 
change majors.
   “I would say 
when you apply 
to a school, you 
are definitely writ-
ing down what 
you want to do, 
but there is flex-
ibility within that 
major,” Stahl said. 
“Colleges have 
done a nice job 
of insuring that 
students are well 
rounded in that 
first year so that if 
they do decide to 
change a major in 
their sophomore 

year, they’re not behind in credit hours.”
   This allows students to investigate their 
interests, but also graduate in the most profi-
cient amount of time.
   “[Colleges] really are allowing students to ex-
plore all of their different options,” Stahl said. 
“They are doing this in response to statistics 
that show colleges want students to be able to 
graduate in four years. If students are pigeon-
holed into one major their freshman year, but 
they decide [to pursue] something different, 

they’ll lose credit hours, some of those hours 
won’t transfer, etc. [Students should] take a lot 
of different classes so they have a true under-

standing of what they want to do.”
   Michelle Salvatore, the Director of the 
Quicken Loans Family of Companies recruit-
ing team, hires many recently graduated job 
hunters.
   “We hire a lot of new 
grads,” Salvatore said. 
“Typically about 30% 
of our hires are within a 
year of college.”
   Salvatore says a stu-
dent’s major is essential 
in the hiring process.
   “We don’t look at 
specific colleges, we in-
stead look at what the 
graduate majored in,” 
Salvatore said. “Each 
area of the company is a 
little different.  Informa-
tion Technology would 
only be considered in 
IT, however, a Market-
ing Degree can be used 
in many different ways 
depending on the fo-
cus, the experience and 
the type of position that 
interests someone. [We 
also review] what expe-
rience they have already 
and where we think we 
can best utilize their skills.”
   A student’s major likely could lead directly 
to a career in the same field. Stahl, however, 

believes a degree in 
a contrasting area of 
study could be to a 
student’s advantage.
   “Things have 
changed from years 
ago,” Stahl said. “It 
used to be that you 
would go into a 
certain major, and 
then you would go 
to grad school in 
that area, but the 
college admission 
representatives that 
I’m speaking to now 
have been telling me 
that they’d rather 
see undergraduate 
degrees in multiple 
disciplines. They’re 
starting to see the 
benefits of [multiple 
fields of expertise]. 
The tide’s chang-
ing a little bit. They 
like to see diversity 
in the undergradu-
ate majors coming 
in. You still have to 
get in to the grad 
school, but they’re a 
little bit more flexible 
now. You’re not shut 
out just because you 
don’t have a specific 
major.”
   Stahl has noticed 
that this allows stu-
dents to pursue their 
passions during un-
dergrad.
   “I’m finding that 
a lot of kids will fol-

low what they’re passionate about,” Stahl said. 
“They know that once they hit college they 
can take classes that really do peak their in-

terest. Maybe they shy away a little [from the 
most popular majors], but people are still pur-
suing [their passion]. I think it’s because they 
have always had invested interest and passion 
for [a subject], so they still want to pursue it. 

I think they still go into the majors that they 
really like.”
   Despite seniors Taylor Stinson and Ryan 
Bartholemew’s choice of pursuing the two 
most popular college degrees in the country, 
both agree that the commonness of their in-
tended majors will not stop them from acting 
on their interests.
   Stinson will be majoring in business at Indi-
ana University next fall.
   “I took a lot of business classes at Seaholm 
and I really enjoyed them,” Stinson said. “I 
just feel like I am wired for business.”
   Bartholemew will be majoring in psychology 
at Michigan State University.
   “[I am] not worried at all,” Bartholemew 
said. “I want to be a children’s psychologist. I 
just want to help children. It doesn’t matter to 
me how many 
people are in 
that profes-
sion. I just 
want to make 
an impact 
in children’s 
lives. That’s 
really all that 
matters.”
   Stinson 
believes the 
status of In-
diana’s busi-
ness school 
will help dis-
tinguish her 
from the na-
tion’s numer-
ous other business majors.
   “I don’t think I am [worried] because In-
diana University Business School has such a 
high reputation,” Stinson said. “I feel like I’ll 
definitely be able to set myself apart from the 
rest. Indiana has such a high job placement 
rate, so I think that will be to my advantage.”
   It is common for students to choose their 
college based on how influential a program is 
at the school.
   “A lot of the kids come in and try to find 
the ‘best’ school [for a specific major],” Stahl 
said. “They’re being driven by their major, not 

by the school. They want to know where the 
‘best’ school for their major is, and then apply 
to that college. They pick their major first and 
then go in a lot of circumstances.”
   While Stahl does not condone this meth-

od of picking schools, she believes students 
should be cautious if approaching their college 
choice this way.
   “What is good to one student is not neces-
sarily good for another,” Stahl said. “There are 
so many factors that play into where a student 
will be the most successful. I wouldn’t tell [stu-
dents] to go somewhere specifically because of 
their major. There might be a wonderful pro-
gram at a certain college, but that might not 
fit where the student may be most successful. 
What you have to do is balance it. You have 
to define where your fit is the best. Once you 
narrow that down, find the majors within 
those schools that speak to that fit.”
   Salvatore also advises students find the edu-
cation path to which they are attracted.
   “I would say to do study something that you 

are passionate 
about,” Sal-
vatore said. 
“This will 
possibly be 
the one thing 
that you con-
tinue to do 
for the rest 
of your life 
in one way 
or another. 
Make sure 
you have a 
strong pas-
sion for it.”
   If students 
are unsure 
of what they 

would like to major in, Stahl suggests using 
Seaholm’s various recourses to help the deci-
sion making process along.
   “Picking majors is an interesting thing,” Stahl 
said. “Career Cruising does a nice job of doing 
the assessment. Kids a lot of times will come 
in and say they have no idea what they want to 
be. They have no idea what they want to do. 
It’s interesting how they’ll be assessed certain 
careers [by Career Cruising] and then they’ll 
say ‘Oh yeah, I do like doing that.’ Sometimes 
kids just need a little bit of direction, and then 
they can form their majors from that.”

Natalie Wright
News Editor
NWright@seaholmhighlander.com

“Study something you are pas-
sionate about. It will possibly be 
the one thing that you continue 
to do for the rest of your life in 

one way or another.”
Michelle Salvatore

Director of the Quicken Loans Family 
of Companies Recruiting Team

Seaholm junior Xavier Taylor studies his college major options.                      Photo by Sidney Krandall
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Water Wars rules 
raise controversy
Kristen Thut
Staff Writer
KThut@seaholmhighlander.com

   Despite the fact that the administration 
and law enforcement have not had to be 
involved in Water Wars this year, does not 
mean there hasn’t been controversy over 
the rules.  
   “I have the teams talk it out and figure 
out what the call is before I record any 
outs.  I just clarify the rules if they need 
me to and let them figure out what the 
call should be.” Spencer Rogers, this 
year’s Water Wars coordinator, said when 
talking about disputes that have come up 
throughout the game.  
   One of the disputes was over the 
definition of a parked car.  It is within 
the rules to shoot into parked cars to tag 
participants. 
   The dispute came about when Carson 
Gwizdz shot Allie Provost and Emily 
Parks while they were inside of their car.
   “I shot them while their car was stopped 
in a parking spot.  To me, it seems like 
they should have gotten out, but what 
Spencer says goes,” Gwizdz said. 
   After the dispute occurred, the rules on 
the Seaholm Water Wars Blogspot were 
changed.  Now they say when a car is 
idling or stationed in one spot for several 
minutes, participants inside the vehicle 
can be tagged.  
   Another issue occurred concerning the 
use of decoys as a strategy.  
   Melissa Burke was leaving from water 
polo and gave Phoebe Anstett her jacket.  
Anstett then walked out of the school 
with the other members of Burke’s team.  
The opposing team thought Anstett was 
Burke, shot her with water, and realized 

when she turned around that it really 
wasn’t.  
   “I waited inside and went out when it 
was clear,” Burke said.  “Spencer didn’t 
count it as cheating.”
   “You can’t use people to try to tag [other 
people], but people can help you avoid 
getting hit,” senior Carson Gwizdz said.  
   The last issue that came up was what 
involvement, if any, disqualified team 
members are allowed to have in the game.
   “Once someone on your team is out 
they are not allowed to do anything to 
help you tag people, not even drive the 
car,” Gwizdz said.
   To be entered in Water Wars, each team 
of five paid $50.  This money then goes 
into a pool, and the winning team at the 
end gets the money as the victory prize.  
This year there are 20 teams competing in 
the bracket.
   Once teams are entered they become 
a part of the master bracket, and the rest 
of the elimination works as a bracket 
system.  This bracket can be found on the 
Facebook page designated for Seaholm 
Water Wars.
   Each round lasts exactly one week.  Each 
week spans from Monday at 7:30 AM to 
Saturday at 10:30 PM, but the final week 
will end at midnight on the night of May, 
28th.  
   Two teams are now left, and will 
compete for the win in the final week. 
   In the bracket students are paired against 
one other team whom is your opponent 
for the week.  The goal is to get as many 
people from the opposing team out in 
the week, and the team with the most 
members left Saturday at 10:30 PM wins.
   If there is a tie at the end of the week, 
Sunday becomes a sudden death round.

   Earlier this month, Seaholm students may have 
noticed their school’s new feathered friend, a female 
mallard duck who built her nest right outside one of 
Seaholm’s doors. 
   The duck sat her nest outside the doors leading to the 
bus loop for several weeks before disappearing with her 
ducklings, and garnered a small amount of celebrity 
during her time at Seaholm.
   “I was walking out to the tennis courts after school 
and I saw a crowd of people around her nest,”  
sophomore Erin Brown said. “She was sitting with her 
ducklings and people were taking pictures and aww-
ing. It was really cute.”
   Although ducks are usually associated with lakes, 
Chippewa Nature Center senior naturalist Phil 
Stephens said that nesting ducks may stray far from 
water.
   “Ducks can build nests in a variety of places,” 
Stephens said. “Some even have nests in trees.” 
   The duck at Seaholm has now left her nest. Although 

she and her ducklings may not have survived – only 
a single, broken egg remains in the nest – it is also 
possible that the duck and other newly-hatched 
ducklings have walked to another location. 
   According to science teacher Linda Wichers, this 
behavior wouldn’t be unusual.
   “Ducks often move away from the water to raise 
their offspring, because there are less predators there,” 
Wichers said. “When the babies hatch they walk them 
all down to the lake and stay there.”
   Wichers added that it’s often only the female who 
stays with the eggs. 
   “The male usually hangs around for a while, but he 
doesn’t sit the nest,” she said.
   The duck’s location – the auditorium entrance, on 
the north side of the walkway – made her prominent, 
but ducks are no strangers to Seaholm. 
   “There have been ducks at Seaholm every year I’ve 
been here,” Seaholm life management teacher Susan 
Kidd said. Kidd noted that the ducks usually live in 
the courtyard touching the engineering technology 
classrooms.
   Groves biology teacher Bonnie Bartnick said that 

Groves too regularly has ducks and ducklings in its 
courtyard.
   “They tend to return to the spot they nested last 
year or where their nest was when they were young,” 
Bartnick said. “If nesting was a success they may 
come back.”
   Nesting by a school may seem unwise, but Stephens 
said it’s not necessarily a bad site. 
   “It’s no less safe I guess I’d say than any other 
place,” Stephens said. He added that the real threat to 
nesting ducks are predators like raccoons and skunks.
   Such a predator may have attacked the Seaholm 
ducks’ nest, although an altercation would likely have 
left scattered feathers and other detritus. Whether 
safe or not, the duck has left Seaholm, but Wichers 
warns that students should treat all visiting ducks 
with respect. 
   “If predators come,” Wichers said, “she’ll make a 
fuss, but ultimately she’ll leave and they’ll get the 
eggs. People need to leave the nest alone because if 
she feels threatened she’ll abandon the eggs.” 

   Senior Regina Sanchez never saw herself going to 
Hope College. Instead, Sanchez planned on attending 
a larger school.   
   “I always pictured [myself ] going to a big school. I 
didn’t really picture myself going anywhere other than 
University of Texas,” Sanchez said. “It’s been my dream 
since I was seven and I got in.”
   When she was informed that she was one of eight 
students to receive a full scholarship to Hope, her 
mind was made up. 
   “We all got interviewed and we had to write an essay 
and letters of recommendation,” Sanchez said.
   Over 50 students apply for this scholarship each year. 
   Then Sanchez was informed that she had been 
awarded the full-ride Hope Covenant Scholarship.
   “It was pretty intimidating. There were a lot of people 
competing for it,” Sanchez said. “It was surreal. I mean 
I actually never expected it.”
   According to the Hope College website, the 
Covenant Scholarship is “awarded to outstanding 
students who have been active participants in the 
multicultural life of their home communities, have 
demonstrated leadership abilities, and who show 
promise for contributing actively to the quality of life 
on the Hope College campus.”  
   In order to keep this scholarship, Sanchez must do 
several things in her years at Hope.
   “I have to maintain a high GPA, I have to participate 
in cultural events, [and] I have to promote diversity at 
the school,” Sanchez said. 
   This scholarship played a large role in Sanchez’s 
college decision process.
   “Hope was a full ride and none of the others were so 
my parents [encouraged me to] try it,” Sanchez said. 
“Once I visited, I really liked it.”
   Senior Kathleen Schaaf  faced a similar situation. 
She received a full tuition scholarship from Vanderbilt 
University in March of 2011 after being accepted. 
According to the Vanderbilt website, one year’s tuition 
is equal to $40,320. 
    “It made me a lot more open to Vanderbilt,” 
Schaaf said. “I didn’t really look at it before I got the 
scholarship.”
   Once she toured Vanderbilt, Schaaf fell in love with 
the school. The scholarship helped her to make the 
decision to attend the school next fall.
   “It made me happy [that I received the scholarship],” 
Schaaf said.
   Seniors Sarah Belton and Alex Singer are other 
Seaholm students who received scholarships that 
influenced their college decision. Belton will be 
attending DePaul University next fall with one third 
of her tuition covered by a scholarship. Singer will be 
attending Wayne State University with a majority of 
his expenses covered by the school. 
   “It had a huge effect on my decision because without 
the scholarship it would be more difficult for me to 
afford that school,” Belton said. “The scholarship 
made the decision an overwhelming yes.”
   Singer is enrolled in Wayne State’s honors program 
and plans on studying business marketing. 

Natalie Collins
Staff Writer 
NCollins@seaholmhighlander.com

The duck sits on its nest  outside of the auditorium doors waiting for its eggs to hatch. 	 	 	 						Photo	by	Ashley	Averill.

Scholarships 
influence 
seniors’ futures

   The Seaholm Forensics team came in 
second place this year at states.  Originally 
the team brought home third, but when 
the points were recounted, it was realized 
that Seaholm finished second by around 20 
points according to coach Peter Shaheen.  
   “I was ecstatic the whole time,” Shaheen 
said.  “The kids rallied, they were in good 
spirits, they worked hard, they came 
together, there was a nice feeling of team 
while we were [at states], and they performed 
at or above their personal best all year.”    
   Natalie Fitch, a sophomore, competed 
in prose 9/10 at states and just missed the 
finalist cut of top six, coming in seventh 
in the state.  Prose is the performance of 
a selection taken from a short story, essay, 
novel, or other type of prose material. 
The 9/10 category is a category specially 
designed for competitors in ninth or 

tenth grade. This is Fitch’s last year 
competing in 9/10, as she will move 
up to Prose Open in her junior year. 
   “At first I was expecting higher than 
seventh, but looking at my season 
as a whole, I felt that I was successful 
overall,” Fitch said.   “After states I 
almost felt as if the main character 
in my piece had died.   It’s sad to see 
something that you worked on so 
hard ever since November just end.” 
   Junior Madeline Jerge made 
it to finals at states, coming in 
sixth in the category of oratory. 
   “As a captain more pressure is put on 
you to perform well, so it did mean a lot 
that I represented my team well and did 
not let them or myself down,” Jerge said. 
“Being able to compete at a final round 
at states is not easy to do, and it was 
nice to see that my hard work paid off.” 
   The members of the team who 
competed in the final rounds at states 

were sophomores Adam Boorstein 
and, Connor Parks, junior Madeline 
Jerge, and seniors Jeff Butler, Devon 
Grout, Sara Mahoney, Allie Provost, 
Alex Singer, and Maddy Weinert.   
   “They [the forensics team] took 
everybody by surprise,” Shaheen said.  “I 
think a lot of people didn’t expect us. 
We were off the radar and we snuck up 
on them.   It wasn’t a surprise to us, it 
was just a surprise to everybody else.”  
   Shaheen took over the coaching job 
in November with Danielle Longo after 
previous coach Justin LaBond stepped 
down just before the beginning of 
the season due to health issues. Even 
though it is Shaheen’s first year coaching 
at Seaholm, it is his thirty-fifth year 
coaching forensics. Shaheen previously 
coached at Groves High School.  
   “The sudden change of coach was very 
unexpected, and so myself and the other 
captains were the first that had to adjust 
to the change before the rest of the team,” 
Jerge said. “Mr. Shaheen and Danielle did 
a really good job of making it a smooth 
transition.”
   According to Shaheen, the season 
played out how he thought it would.  
“We  had    a  lot  of  skill  
in  public  address,” he said.  
   The public address categories include 
broadcasting, oratory, impromptu, 
extemporaneous, informative, and sales. 
   With 50 to 60 kids on the regular 
season team, 28 made it onto the regional 
team, with 19 moving on to states.   At 
states they competed against 500 to 700 
other kids from around 30 other schools.  
   Shaheen plans to maintain the 
high standards set by this year’s team.  
   “[The length of the season] used to be 
from about January to May,” Shaheen 
said. “But we are going to extend the 
season.”

Forensics team finishes 
second in  the state

A quacktastrophe avoided?
Maddy Weinert
Lifestyles Editor 
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

Kristen Thut
Staff Writer
KThut@seaholmhighlander.com

Seniors Gaby Christ, Jeff Butler, Maddy Weinert. Allie Provost, Sara Ma-
honey, Devon Grout, and Alex Singer pose with their trophies after the state 
competition.     Photo courtesy of Allie Provost.
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Rent a Photo Booth for
your next event!

PARTIES l GRADUATIONS l REUNIONS 
BAR/BAT MITZVAHS l ANY CELEBRATIONS

CALL
888-318-9996

FOR MORE INFORMATION

MINIMUM RENTAL IS 3 HOURS. 10% OFF ON GRAD 
PARTIES WITH THIS AD, THROUGH JUNE 20, 2011.

On Your College Application  
with SAT Subject Tests™

Upcoming Test Dates: May 7 & June 4
Learn More, Register and Get Free Practice Tools:

www.SATSubjectTests.org

•  The only national college admission tests where 
you choose the subject

•  One-hour tests in a variety of subject areas: math, 
science, literature, history and foreign languages

•  Required or recommended by many colleges  

This spring, take an SAT Subject Test; next fall,  
make your college application shine.

11b-3367     © 2011 The College Board

   Tony Krempa has instilled his passion and love of music 
and the arts in his students through his creative teaching 
style. 
   After 15 years of dedication to the Seaholm orchestra, 
Krempa is retiring from his position as Orchestra Direc-
tor. He is moving to Chicago with his fiancé, and plans 
pursue a career as a professional violinist and violist.
   Krempa conducts approximately five concerts per year 
with the orchestra, plus a statewide Festival competition. 
He also led the pit orchestra in the musical, and the trav-
elling chamber orchestra which plays at events outside of 
the school. He performed and conducted a “Farewell and 
Finale” concert on May 18th, his last official program as 
the leader of Seaholm’s full orchestra.
   Seaholm Band Director Tim Cibor, Krempa’s colleague 
and friend, said he will miss Krempa’s musicianship 
among other things.
    “He’s an exceptional conductor,” Cibor said. “And I 
think that it goes back to his personality. You really need 
someone who has a magnetic personality to lead that.”
   Krempa has made an impact that will resonate with his 
students through their entire lives.
    “He created an atmosphere where you could feel relief 
from the day in the classroom,” junior Rebecca Rosen 
said. “That made Mr. Krempa unique.”
   Rosen said that Krempa created a unique relationship 
with each of his students.
    “He is very personable,” Rosen said, “And he gets along 
with everyone he meets.” 
   This characteristic is what senior Margot Kriete said 
makes students want to join orchestra each year.
    “He is really good at getting freshmen and younger 
people excited about orchestra,” Kriete said. “And he 

brings a lot of energy to the program.
   Erin Little, the current elementary school Orchestra 
Director will be taking over Krempa’s position next year 
to head the high school orchestra. Junior Concert Mis-
tress Maddy Baroli said that she knows Little will have a 
smooth transition and will keep the orchestra at the level 
Krempa kept it at.
    “I will help Ms. Little out if she needs it, by giving 
her tips on what Mr. Krempa used to do,” Baroli said. 
“But I’m sure she will do a great job once she gets used 
to the class. I’m excited to see what she will do with the 
program.”
   Krempa says that throughout his years at Seaholm, his 
reason for teaching has shifted.
    “In the beginning it was about fulfilling some of my 
musical goals and achieving some of the pieces that I’ve 
always wanted to study and conduct,” Krempa said. “But 
in the last five years it’s been more about the people.”
   By achieving his own goals, Krempa found that his true 
passion was in helping others to succeed.
    “It’s about helping young people to reach their goals 
and ambitions, to reach their dreams,” Krempa said.
   Many of Krempa’s students, including the graduating 
class of 2011, have had him as a teacher since sixth grade 
at Derby Middle School. Krempa has been the backbone 
of the orchestra program and has created traditions that 
will no doubt be carried into future generations of the 
orchestra.
   By spending so many years with families who have fol-
lowed him from middle school on to high school, Krem-
pa has created a community of people who admire his 
enthusiasm for the orchestra program.
    “I’m really happy to say that I’m not leaving with the 
cupboard bare,” Krempa said. “We have some really tal-
ented, wonderful musicians and an incredible commu-
nity that understands the arts.”

Laura Stanley
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Lstanley@seaholmhighlander.com

Orchestra director Tony Krempa is moving to Chicago after 15 years at Seaholm. Photo courtesy of Laura Stanley

Krempa’s final bow
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Scholarships
cont. from Page 5

   “I received a scholarship based solely 
on academics for students who will be 
attending the honors college,”    Singer 
said. “I’m pretty impressed.”
   Seaholm college and career counselor 
Judith Stahl urges students to stop by 
her office throughout the year when 
looking for scholarships to apply for.

   Behind closed eyes, the ballerina dreams. 
She ignores the whispers murmured 
around her, ignores the soft music drifting 
through the speakers and footsteps of 
dancers tiptoeing past. 
   In her reverie, her five-foot body, cased in 
a purple and yellow leotard and lacey ballet 
tutu perfects the ideal  fouetté, a turning 
step that involves staying “en pointe” and 
twirling with exact precision. 
   She was 10 when she started, going 
from Mady Censoni the gymnast to Mady 
Censoni the ballerina. Her parents’ idea 
turned into her own, almost like a passion, 
but more, really. Now, as a sophomore, it’s 
her life. 
   “After a year, it was Madison driving 
the bus, it wasn’t me,” Censoni’s mother, 
Marjorie Censoni, said. “She was the one 
that was wanting to go.”
   She lives this life in sections. First she has 
school, five periods adding to seven hours 
and 15 minutes of worksheets, lectures and 
movies.  Then she goes home for an hour, 

and then off to ballet. Each class is an hour 
to two hours long, with three to even four 
classes a night. And then she goes home 
again, eats dinner, does homework and 
sleeps. Finally, sleeps.  
   “It’s very good practice for college when 
you might be up studying until four in the 
morning, or getting a project done at four 
in the morning,” Censoni said. 
   Practices start early—on time is late—
and quiet.   Seven dancers, all girls, work 
on stretches and then technique. Before 
her instructor even enters the room, 
Censoni is thinking dance.  
   She sees “fouettés” in her mind. She will 
perform them in minutes. 
   When her instructor enters, the silence 
returns.  She s Mary Celeste Geiger, a thin 
lady with short blonde hair and the poise 
of a ballerina. She is not their friend. 
   “It’s a very tough love relationship. 
She tells it how it is, is very truthful and 
sometimes the truth hurts but if it’s going 
to help you improve that’s what she’s 
looking for,” Censoni said. “She’s there to 
make you a better ballerina.” 
   She teaches discipline. She tells them 
how they should look in perfect “classical 

line” form, how they should transform 
their body to be a dancer, and, sometimes, 
how they’re not working hard enough. 
   “When someone looks you in the face 
and says you need to try harder, it teaches 
you that that’s okay. It helps you be able to 
look in the mirror and say, you know what 
I need to try harder, I need to do better,” 
Mrs. Censoni said. “And that carries over. 
It carries into math and into chemistry and 
into all the things that are difficult in life.” 
   Censoni performs an average of five 
shows per year. Some lean toward 
professional ballets, like the “Nutcracker” 
she was in last year as Clara, and others are 
more for fun. At least one of these shows 
is for charity. 
   “She participates in dancing for 
underprivileged children, every year,” Mrs. 
Censoni said.  “For children who would 
never have a chance to go to a ballet, she 
donates her time, they can come and see a 
free show.”
   On the weekend of May 21, Censoni 
stood patiently at her first audition, the 
number 216 printed clearly on her chest. 
The scene had looked much like a class 
would, with dancers lined up and coaches 
standing, poised as ever, on the sidelines. 
The only differences were the judges who 
watched with careful eyes and the prize 
that loomed over their heads. A prize that 
equated to $1,729 in scholarship money 
to participate in Ballet Nouveau, a famous 
ballet program in Colorado. 
   “I was very nervous,” Censoni said. “The 
audition was the first one I’ve taken out of 
Michigan.” 
   After performing a series of advanced 
steps in front of judges who not only 
looked for talent, but artistry, musicality, 
quality and technique of movement as 
well, the results were in. She had gotten 
the scholarship. 
“I’d love to go,” Censoni said. “But I’m 
also signed up for a Health class over the 
summer and I can’t do both.” 
   Censoni spends her life thinking, 
dreaming and living ballet. But, in the 
end, she still has time, little moments, to 
be a teenager. To wear her blonde hair 
down to her chest, where it naturally falls, 
and sport jeans and t-shirt to movies with 
swoon-worthy stars and action plots that 
lead nowhere. 
   She still has time to be a friend. 
   “I think her best quality is the way she 
reacts to bad situations,” Censoni’s best 
friend, Shannon Fody, said.  “If you’re in a 
tight spot she knows what to do.”

Taylor Wyllie 
Deputy News Editor
Twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Sophomore’s ballet swan-like

     When Seaholm senior Robert Miller* 
made the transition from middle school 
to high school, his workload changed 
quickly.  Trading in days of video games 
and friends, Smith now faced the grueling 
schedule of an after school job followed by 
hours of homework.
    Instead of cutting down his hours 
working at a local supermarket to focus 
on school, Miller was convinced he could 
handle everything.  But not without a little 
help from the pharmacy.
   Miller self-prescribed himself without any 
consultation from a medical professional.
    Miller is not alone. According to a 
study by the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse [NIDA] 1.9 million teenagers in 
the United States abuse prescription drugs.
     “I did not have the energy and focus to 
finish my school work so I took Adderall 
from a friend,” Miller said.
     According to Sober Living Magazine, 
Miller is a small part of the “silent 
epidemic” of Adderall abuse that “is 
growing because of its stimulating effects.”
    Adderall is used to treat Attention Deficit 
Hyper Disorder [ADHD], a neurological 
disorder that affects adults and children. 
      Recently, Adderall has become a highly 
demanded recreational drug used for 
various purposes.
   Psychologist Christina DeLange clearly 
sees Adderall’s addictive natural.

   “I’ve seen a lot of scholarships, local 
ones included, that I don’t have anybody 
applying for,” Stahl said. “There’s a lot of 
money that is just left on the table.”
   Sanchez  still has difficulty believing 
her extraordinary circumstances. 
   “I guess it’s just one of those things 
you hear about and see on TV and I 
never thought it would happen to me,” 
Sanchez said. “It’s something amazing 
and I’m really grateful for it.”

Adderall: academic steroids?
Kathleen Dow
Staff Writer
KDow@seaholmhighlander.com

   “Adderall is a stimulant drug and 
because of this, it has the potential for 
abuse, not unlike cocaine,” DeLange said.  
“Therefore [it is] habit-forming when used 
for extended periods of time or used for 
purposes of getting high or losing weight.” 
   If one does not have ADHD, the effects 
of Adderall on the body are harmful.
   “If you have someone who has a brain 
that gives normal attention to a learning 
situation and then that person takes 
Adderall, they are upsetting the chemical 
balance of their normal brain,” health 
teacher Ann Deboer said.
   DeLange also sees the dangerous 
potential of abusing Adderall.
   “Adderall abuse has health consequences 
such as potential cardiovascular problems 
or seizures, as well as, emotional issues 
such as hostility or feelings paranoia,” 
DeLange said. 
   While Miller ended up stopping his use 
of Adderall, he understands why some 
students may abuse it.
   “I can understand why people take it. 
The stakes for many kids are so high, 
especially at places like Seaholm and they 
do what they have to do in order to get the 
grades they want,” Miller said. 
   Seaholm junior Emily Brown* took 
Adderall to prepare for finals.
   “I’ve taken Adderall fifteen times,” 
Brown said. “[I] first started using it to 
prepare for my finals, but I wouldn’t say I 
am addicted.”
   Selling or giving someone else Adderall is 
dangerous in itself.
   “It’s a felony to sell or even give anyone 
Adderall or Rittalin,” Deboer said.  
“Kids need to realize that they are not 
pharmacists because they have not gone to 
six years of medical school.”
   Birmingham Detective Al Smith does 
not see Adderall cases frequently, but 
understands the seriousness of abuse.
   “Each case differs, but Adderall is a 
controlled substance that if abused or sold 
could result in jail time,” Smith said.

Photo by Sidney Krandall.

Mady Censoni poses for the camera while practicing  ballet.    Photo courtesty of the Piper Yearbook.
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DEMF-The Detroit Electronic Mu-
sic Festival
May 28-30
Hart Plaza in Detroit, Michigan
Fatboy Slim, Carl Craig, Beardy-
man, Felix da Housecat, Skrillex
$60 Three Day Pass
All Age

Britney Spears & Nicki Minaj
July 28
The Palace, Auburn Hills, 
Michigan
$367.80 with convenience 
charge
All Ages

Island Festival
June 16-18
Kalamazoo, Michigan
Reggae Music
Admission FREE before 4pm, $5 
from 4-7pm, and $8 after 7pm
All Ages

Riverfest-93.9 The River
June 17
The Fillmore, Detroit, Michigan
G. Love & Special Sauce, Fitz & the 
Tantrums, Matt Nathanson, and 
Parachute
Tickets $26.50 or a pack of six for 
$93.90
All Ages 

Noreast’r Music and Art Festival
June 10-12
Mio, Michigan (SE of Gaylord)
Day tickets $14 if purchased be-
fore June 1st, At the Gate: Fri & 
Sun: $15.00, Saturday** $25.00 
($15.00 after 7 p.m.)
Weekend tickets $42 if purchased 
before June 1st, $50 at the gate
13-17yr olds $5 at the gate
13 and under with an adult are 
FREE

Summer Jams
Brittany Lea
Staff Writer
BLea@seaholmhighlander.com

Lollapalooza
August 5-7
Chicago, Illinois
Eminem, Foo Fighters, Coldplay, 
Muse, My Morning Jacket, Dead-
mau5, A Perfect Circle, Cee Lo 
Green, Ratatat, Atmosphere, Girl 
Talk, Pretty Lights, Kid Cudi, Shril-
lex
General Admission: $215
All Ages

Arts, Beats, & Eats
September 2-5
Royal Oak, Michigan
Featuring- 5K Arts in Motion,  
“The Duel” Cookoff, BBQ Alley, 
local art and musicians
Ticket prices not available at 
press time.
All Ages

Warped Tour
New date this summer-July 8
Comerica Park in Detroit, Michi-
gan
A Day to Remember, Asking Al-
exandria, We Came As Romans, 
A Skylit Drive, D.R.U.G.S., Dance 
Gavin Dance, Enter Shikari, Au-
gust Burns Red, Hellogoodbye, 
Passafire, Pepper, Relient K, Sim-
ple Plan, Unwritten Law
General Admission Starts at $67
All Ages

Electric Forest Festival 
June 30-July 3
Rothbury, Michigan
Tiёsto, Bassnectar, Pretty Lights, 
Edward Sharpe and the Magnet-
ic Zeros, Bonobo, Chiddy Bang, 
Shrillex
General Admission, “Weekend 
Ticket” includes four day festival 
pass (Thursday through Sunday)
Price Level One: $199 (sold out)
Price Level Two: $239.50 (plus 
ticket fees)
$25 RV pass
Ages 13+

HUNTER STENBACK

Former Position: Sports Editor 
’07-‘08

Years on Highlander staff: 1

Current School: Miami University

Major: Business 

Work on current school paper: 
Currently works as online editor, 
previously worked as a senior staff 
writer and features editor.

“The Highlander taught me more 
in one year than I learned in any 
other class at Seaholm. Whether it 
be writing a memo for a business 
class or interviewing for a job, the 
skills I developed at The 
Highlander prepared me for the 
real world while showing me to 
have a lot of fun along the way.”

JORDAN KRISTOPIK

Former Position: Co-Editor in 
Chief ’07-‘08

Years on Highlander staff: 3

Current School: University of 
Michigan

Major: Business

Work on current school paper: 
Writes her own blog and has 
written for The Michigan Daily 
website before

“Especially being in the busi-
ness school, people are always 
impressed with my writing skills 
and abilities. It’s the one thing I’m 
confident in. Journalism writing 
has taught me to be concise, ana-
lytical, and curious. It helps me 
see things from a different angle 
that others don’t look for.”

JOSH COHEN

Former Position: Co-Editor in 
Chief ’09-‘10

Years on Highlander 
staff: 4

Current School: Albion College
 Major:English (Creative Writing)

Work on current school paper: 
None currently

“My experience as an editor has 
definitely improved my skills as 
an overall writer. The Highlander 
provides real life journalism situ-
ations on a daily basis and allows 
for students to step up and solve 
real world problems.”

ASHLEY HARTE
Former Position: Co-Editor in 
Chief ’08-‘09

Years on Highlander staff: 3

Current School: School of Visual 
Arts in Manhattan

Major: Photography

Work on current school paper: 
Though her school doesn’t have a 
paper she hopes to contribute to 
the magazine of visual art

“The Highlander taught me how 
to get a job done right, how to 
work on a deadline and produce 
work you are proud of no mat-
ter what, how to be a leader, and 
how to really work under pressure. 
Whether it is at school or work I 
know there are things I wouldn’t 
know how to handle if I hadn’t 
handled so many similar things 
when I was still in high school. 

WHERE ARE THE FORMER HIGHLANDER EDITORS TODAY?

BEN KUSLITS
Former Position: Managing Editor 
’07-‘08

Years on Highlander Staff: 3

Current School: University of 
Michigan

Major: Political Science/History 

Work on current school paper: 
None currently

“Even though my work on The 
Highlander didn’t translate into 
further newspaper work at UofM, 
simply having some experience 
with journalism has certainly 
helped me in college. Knowing 
how to write in a crisp and concise 
fashion is a valuable skill regardless 
of what field you end up pursuing, 
and writing for a newspaper also 
helped me develop an inquisitive 
and discerning mindset that has 
served me well throughout col-
lege.” 

LINDSAY BOECKL

Former Position: Photo Editor 
’09-‘10

Years on Staff: 2

Current School: Ryerson Univer-
sity in Toronto

Major: Photography

Work on current school paper: 
2nd semester photo editor

“I don't think I would have been 
able to handle working on the 
paper at college if I hadn't worked 
at the Highlander. The work 
pressures and atmosphere are very 
similar. I would love to ultimately 
be a photojournalist so I am think-
ing of minoring in journalism.”

CHARLIE FILIPS

Former Position: Co-Editor ’08-
‘09

Years on Staff: 2

Current School: University of 
Michigan

Major: English/History

Work on current school paper: 
None currently

“It was useful in developing my 
writing ability. My tone is more 
concise than it was in high school 
and I can attribute that to my ex-
periences in newspaper. I plan on 
going to law school after under-
grad, so it is important to continue 
to work on my writing.”

LANIE BARRON

Former Position: Co-Editor in 
Chief ’09-‘10

Years on Highlander staff: 3

Current School: University of 
Michigan 

Major: Psychology and Commu-
nications

 Work on current school paper: 
Has reported and designed for the 
Michigan Daily. Plans to be a staff 
member next year.

 
“I’m hoping I can continue to 
work for the Daily and incorporate 
my experience with journalism in 
the field of clinical psychology.”

MARI MANOOGIAN

Former Position: Opinion Editor 
’09-‘10

Years on staff: 2

Current School: James Madison Col-
lege (MSU)

Major: International Relations/Com-
parative Cultures and Politics

Work on current school paper: None 
currently

“I use my journalism skills all the 
time.  My job for MSUMUN last 
year was to direct a simulation of 
JFK’s fictional 1964 cabinet, and I 
had to write fake newspaper articles.  
My experience on the Highlander 
helped make the simulation more 
realistic: the pages looked like real 
newspaper, and the stories were writ-
ten in the proper journalistic style.”

AMELIA CARPENTER
Former Position: News Editor 
‘07-‘08

Years on Highlander staff: 1

Current School: Miami University

Major: Journalism

Work on current school paper: 
Writer, features editor, campus edi-
tor and online staff of The Miami 
Student

“I plan on pursuing a career in re-
porting ... not the fluffy stories or 
cat fashion show stories, though. 
It has helped me learn about 
myself, the world around me and 
also helped to change the world 
for the better in small, small ways. 
Plus, Harwood is the best teacher 
in journalism EVER. Mark my 
words. EVER.”
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assing the torchP

Embarrassing Moments 
At Seaholm

Seniors share their awkward 
moments from the past four years

“Get out of the way for upper-
classmen in the halls.” 
- Abbie Genautis

“Do not take AP classes in subjects you 
hate.”
 - Maddie Burg

“Work hard, get involved, be willing to 
take risks, have fun.” -Christy O’Meara

“Do a sport, and don’t stay on Face-
book all night, it’s not worth it.”
 - Mark Bennett

“Enjoy your four years at Seaholm, be-
cause it’s gone before you know it.”
 - Casey Smith

“Freshman year, I was walking 
up the stairs and my friend 

decided to pants me...except 
he took my boxers with my 
pants. I was mortified. I had 
mooned everyone around me.” 

- Matthew Lindsey

“My freshman year, I was late to swim 
practice and I was running from the 
gym to the pool. My friend Megan 
Smith called my name and I turned 
to look at her, lost my footing, tripped 
on the wrestling mats and slid down 
them face first in front of the junior 
and senior boys basketball tryouts.” 

- Ann Ciemniecki

“One day in Pre-Calc, I was ask-
ing a question about a problem 
we were doing. I didn’t really get 
it when Mr. Wilhelm was explain-
ing it so I tried to figure it out on 
my own. A couple minutes later I 
finally got it and shouted ‘Oh, I  
get it!’ while everyone in class was 

quiet.”
- Claire Diebold 

TEACHER
1. Mr. Wilhem & Mr. Bruns (tie)
2. Mr. Baltz & Mr. Carleton (tie)
3. Mrs. Moore & Mr. Passarelli (tie)
4. Mrs. Hall & Mr. Harwood (tie)

FIELD DAY THEME
1. $enior $wag
2. Sophomore Soldiers
3. Junior Mints
4. Wild Wild Freshman

DANCE
1. Prom
2. Nova
3. Homecoming
4. Sadies

“Work hard, get involved, be willing 
to take ricks, have fun!”
- Christy O’Meara

Senior Favorites

SPORTING EVENT
1. Football
2. Basketball
3. Swimming
4. Soccer

“Last year, during the baseball season, 
we all went through what we were go-
ing to wear the night before the game. 
The day of a game we were all suppose 
to wear athletic shorts and a Seaholm 
baseball t-shirt, but I was under the 
impression that we had to dress up and 
wear a shirt, tie, and nice shoes. When 
I got to school everyone was dressed in 

the other clothes.” 
- Bobby Willen 

“Take easy classes senior 
year.”
- Jim LaFave

“Don’t skip.” 
-Emily Parks

“There is no ‘D’ hall.” 
- Taylor Van Dyke

“Stay thirsty my friends...for knowledge.”
 - Michael Putz

“Make as many new friends as you can.” 
- Filip Jankovic

As the school year draws to a close, current seniors and faculty 
members give advice to Seaholm students on how to make the 
most of their four years at Seaholm. 

“Study hard and keep your GPA up so you 
can have fun your senior year.” 
- Ali Tonis “Have fun and enjoy every moment, 

but also work hard and focus on your 
goals.” 
- Hank Carpenter

“Work hard. Play harder.” 
- Scott Simon

“Be yourself.” 
- Matt Steinmetz

YEAR

Page design by Alissa Henry, 
Brittany Lea and Emily Gordy





Michigan
Adrian College
James Ruby

Albion College
Olivia Potoczak
Spencer Ray
Matt Roden

Central Michigan University
Ashley Averill
Chandler Barr
Jasmine Bartell
Peter Brady
Tobi-Ann Cantle
Christine Donaldson
Chelsea Green
Devon Grout
Michael Henderson
Alexa Johr
Drew Powers

Grand Valley State University
Mark Bennett
Kyle Chorazyczewski
Jim LaFave
Hannah Plumb
Patrick Sheppell
Carly Signorello
Bobby Willen

Hillsdale College
Glynis Williams

Hope College
Kathryn Acker
Ed Adams
Andrea Clack
Regina Sanchez
Sarah Steed
Victoria Underhill
Taylor Van Dyke 

Kalamazoo College
Alex Gothard
Trey Wanicke

Macomb Community 
College
Kelly Buttice

Michigan State University
Alec Aiello
Gabrielle Aldridge
Tim Andrews

Adam Banchiu
Ryan Bartholomew
Kelly Bedard
Ben Bianchini
Hilary Bores
Paige Brehm
Hank Carpenter
Michael Costello
Kevin Covey
Emma Davis
Christina Fontanesi
Hannah Gasper
Braden Geraldo
Jay Gersonde
Michael Giles
Lauren Griffin
Emily Harrison
Aaron Hayes
Alissa Henry
Erin Houghton
Alexis Humphrey
Matt Isaacs
Blake Keaton
Sean Kelly
Jacob Kiehle
John Kulas
Maryann Laboe
James Laethem
Stirling Larson
Tommy Lewis
Johann Marasigan
Ellie Martines
Robert McCoy
Samantha Mee
Daniel Miller
Chris Milliken
Alyx Muir
Sarah Nagia
Scott Nelson
Maddie Nichols
Christina O’Meara
Lauren Rentschler
Michael Robinson
Olivia Schoen
Nick Shaheen
Casey Smith
Emily Smith
Kelly Stacy
Laura Stanley
Lizzy Superstine
Ali Tonis
Andi Tonis
Anna VonFoerster
Aaron Walden

Alex Wheatley
Brad White
Henry Whitenack
Kevin Wilberding
Sydney Wolf

Oakland University
Abbie Genautis
Katherine Klose
Matt Lindsey
Ben Meso
Mark Milko
Rachel Redmond
Ted Splittstoesser

Rochester College
Maria Banou

Saginaw Valley State 
University
Jasmine Ware

Schoolcraft College
Nick Wilson

University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor
Samantha Arnold
Nate Beier
Alex Benet
Drew Bernard
Rachel Bloom
Melissa Burke
Jeff Butler
Gaby Christ
Claire Diebold
Zoe Gaber
Lacey Gardner
Emily Gordy
Dana Granadier
Carson Gwizdz
Darcy Hackert
Sophie Hardig
Filip Jankovic
Ben Kane
Sidney Krandall
Margot Kriete
Michael MacFarlane
Woody Mulhinch
Paul Myers
Katherine Nagley

Michael Pelton
Annie Pidgeon
Adam Rosen
Lizzie Schaaf
Matt Steinmetz
Matthew Stevens
Eric Vanderhoef
Natalie Wright
Marisa Xheka

University of Michigan, 
Dearborn
Charley Doherty

Wayne State University
Nicole Meulenberg
Alex Singer

Western Michigan University
Emilia Aukee
Marie Beshouri
J.D. Hascall
Abby Kaugher
Lauren Lawler
David Reed
Michelle Schervish
Andrew Schoeppe

Alabama
Auburn University
Kelsey Jones

Arizona
Arizona State University
Chloe Kaspari
Brittany Lea

University of Arizona
Michael Verdi

California
University of San Diego
Devon Aerts

Connecticut
Yale University
Natalie Collins

Florida
University of Florida
Charlie Santa

Illinois
DePaul
Sarah Belton
Sara Mahoney

Northwestern University
Maddie Burg

University of Chicago
Cody Weinberger

University of Loyola, Chicago
Sheridan Taormina

Georgia
University of Georgia
Elizabeth Harris

Indiana
Butler University
Caroline Betts

Indiana University
Julia Hollander
Taylor Stinson

University of Notre Dame
Brandon Wiseman



Florida
University of Florida
Charlie Santa

Illinois
DePaul
Sarah Belton
Sara Mahoney

Northwestern University
Maddie Burg

University of Chicago
Cody Weinberger

University of Loyola, Chicago
Sheridan Taormina

Georgia
University of Georgia
Elizabeth Harris

Indiana
Butler University
Caroline Betts

Indiana University
Julia Hollander
Taylor Stinson

University of Notre Dame
Brandon Wiseman

Massachusetts
Brandeis University
Grant Paranjape

Boston College
Ande Giancarlo

Boston University
Abby Dutke

Harvard University
Nicole Sarvis

Mississippi
University of Mississippi
Katy Shook

Missouri
University of Missouri
Maddy Weinert

Nebraska
University of Nebraska 
Mitch Doeden

New York
Rochester Institute of 
Technology
Maddy Schiefer

SUNY University at Albany 
Katie Adams

North Carolina
East Carolina University
Nick Wyllie

Ohio
Columbus College of 
Art and Design
Christine Pear

Denison University
Graham Gettel
Caroline Held
Scott Simon
Mallory Smyk

Ohio State University
Spencer Rogers

The College of Wooster
Jake Fisher

University of Cincinnati
Matt Maniaci

University of Dayton
Matthew Schaaf

University of Northwestern Ohio
Phil Hefenieder

Miami University
Elizabeth Dakin
Kaitlyn Krizanic
Emily Parks
Michael Putz
William Schmidt
Annie Stenback

Wittenberg University 
Michael Burgher
Grace Monahan

Oregon
University of Portland
Michael Allen

Pennsylvania
Carnegie Mellon University 
Julie Woo

Grove City College
Kayla Murrish

University of Pennsylvania
Megan Smith

South Carolina
University of South Carolina
Ann Ciemniecki
Kristi Sutherland

Tennessee
Vanderbilt University
Elizabeth Gunkle
Kathleen Schaaf

Texas
Odessa College
Jeremy Shur

Utah
Brigham Young University 
Sam Anderson

University of Utah
Kyle Friedman

Washington, DC
George Washington University
Allie Provost

Howard University
Cyndia Robinson

Wisconsin
Marquette University
Cydney Nagridge

International
Universite Claude Bernard Lyon (France)
Mathilde Gauthier
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Maddy WeinertEmily Gordy Jeff Butler
University of MissouriUniversity of  Michigan University of  Michigan

Lifestyles Editor
College major: Journalism
What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Being abused by Meghan Dooley
Future journalism plans?

Hopefully becoming a news anchor at 
Missouri’s news station

Editor-in-Chief
College major: Communications

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Slap-happy production nights
Future journalism plans?

Hopefully working on the Michigan Daily

News Editor
College major: American Studies

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Being the Robin to Emily Gordy’s Batman
Future journalism plans?

Hopefully working on the Michigan Daily

Opinion Editor
College major: Undecided
What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Getting down to business in the newsroom
Future journalism plans?

Undecided

Natalie Wright

Photo Editor
College major: Fine Arts
What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Gorging myself on production nights
Future journalism plans?

Undecided

Sidney Krandall
University of  Michigan

Co-Sports Editor
College major: Business and Communications

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Harwood’s noises and Trololo
Future journalism plans?

Hopefully working on The Miami Student

Annie Stenback
Miami University

Deputy Sports Editor
College major: Business or Journalism

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Austin Schea
Future journalism plans?

Hopefully writing for the State News

Adam Banchiu
Michigan State University

College major: General Studies
What are you most looking 

forward to?
My roomates

Sam Anderson
Brigham Young University

College major: Pre-Law or
English

What are you most looking 
forward to?

All of it

Graham Gettel
Denison University

College major: Integrative 
Public Relations

What are you most looking 
forward to?

A new atmosphere

Ashley Averill
Central Michigan University

College major: Pre-Med
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Meeting new people

Alissa Henry
Michigan State University

Collegemajor: Communications
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Meeting new people

Laura Stanley
Michigan State University

College major: Undecided
What are you most looking 

forward to?
New experiences and having fun

Natalie Collins
Yale University

College major: English
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Partying

Drew Powers
College major: Business 

Managment
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Meeting new people in Indiana

Taylor Stinson
Indiana University

College major: Animal Science
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Meeting new people

Christina Fontanesi
Michigan State University

College major: Journalism and 
Mass Communications

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Job and internship opportunities

Brittany Lea
Arizona State University

College major: Pre-Law
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Being away from my parents

Trey Wanicke
Kalamazoo College

College major: Business
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Getting wild

Braden Geraldo
Michigan State University

College major: History
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Spreading my wings and grow-
ing spiritually and academically

Kayla Murrish
Grove City College

College major: Public Policy
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Hanging out with my best freind 

Natalie Wright

Marisa Xheka
University of  Michigan

University of  Michigan

Central Michigan University

College major: Pre-Med
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Living on my own

Blake Keaton
Michigan State University
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The 2011 Senior All-Night 
Party thanks its sponsors
the Seaholm Class of 2011 gratefully acknowledges and sincerely thanks 
the following donors who generously supported the Senior All Night Party*

Business Donations
Astrien’s

Beverly Hills Club
Beyond Juice

Birmingham Nails
Café Via

Cameron’s Steakhouse
Caribou Coffee
Caruso Caruso

Coca-Cola
Complex Boutique

Costco
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank

Einstein Bagels

Great Harvest Bread co.
Greek Islands

Holiday Market
Hunter House
Jax Kar Wash

Kroger - Birmingham
Kroger - Bloomfield

LaBelle Provence
lucy

Maalouf Salon
Maggiano’s

Mandell Display Design
Olga’s Kitchen

Pasquale’s Restaurant
Peabody’s

PF Chang’s China Bistro
Pigalle Salon  & MedSpa

Primo’s Pizza
Quizno’s

Schakolad
Sodexo

Sweet Earth
Sweet Thing

Tender
The Varsity Shop

Whole Foods

Community Donations
BCS PTSA

Derby PTSA
Harlan PTA

Pembroke PTA
Seaholm Boys Cross Country Boosters
Seaholm Boys Swim/Dive Boosters

Seaholm Boys Tennis Boosters
Seaholm Boys Water Polo Boosters
Seaholm Boys Wrestling Boosters

Seaholm Dance Team Boosters
Seaholm Football Boosters

Seaholm Girls Soccer Boosters
Seaholm Girls Softball Boosters

Seaholm Girls Swim/Dive Boosters
Seaholm Girls Volleyball Boosters

Seaholm Girls Water Polo Boosters
Seaholm Gymnastics Boosters

Seaholm Family Donations
Acker
Aiello

Banchiu
Bedard

Bianchini
Bloom
Burke
Butler
Clack

Collins
Connelly

Dakin
Fisher

Fontanesi
Friedman

Gasper
Giancarlo

Gordy
Gothard

Grout
Gunay

Harrison
Hefenieder

Held
Houghton

Hudak
Humphrey

Isaacs
Jankovic
Johnson

Jolly
Kaugher

Kelly
Krizanic
Laboe

Laethem
Lawler

Loo
MacFarlane

Martin
Martines

McCoy
Mee

Miller
Milliken

Paranjape
Provost

Putz
Robinson

Schaaf
Schiefer

Schoeppe
Simon
Smith
Smyk

Stenback
Stinson
Tappan

Trowl
Vanderhoef

Verdi
Wanicke

White
Wilberding

Willen
Willett
Wolf
Woo

Community Donors to City Mission Charity Project
Colgate

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank
Dr. Scott Tyler, DDS
Drury Inn and Suites

Embassy Suites
The Townsend Hotel

*Sponsor list as of May 24, 2011
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A Part of the 

Seaholm Culture
At 111 Henrietta
(248) 258 - 6690
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248-433-0800
ORDER ONLINE:  at paparomanos.com
At the corner of Maple & Cranbrook

Hey clubs: call and ask us about or Seaholm group specials

Lunch Combo #1
-2 slices of pizza
- 12 oz can of pop

Lunch Combo #2
- 1/2 order mostaccioli
-  12 oz can of pop

$5
Lunch Combo #3
-1 Bambino, 1 topping pizza
-12 oz can of pop

$5

$5
$5 Lunch Combo #4

-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
- 12 oz can of pop

Just 5 minutes 
away for $5!

School Specials
+ tax

+ tax

+ tax

+ tax
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You Meet the 
Most Interesting People 

when you SMILE.

WATERFORD OFFICE
4152 Sashabaw Road,Waterford, MI 48329

248.673.0505

FRANKLIN OFFICE
32767 Franklin Road, Franklin, MI 48025

248.626.4232

FAMILY, PREVENTIVE & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.wzdds.com

David A.Wright, D.D.S. • Donald J. Zelazny, D.D.S.

Teeth Whitening 
    School Special
NOW $75.00 
With This Coupon

Usually $360
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The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While 
school-sponsored, content and production 
is student directed and not subject to prior 
review. Our aim is to provide an accurate 
report and a free exchange of viewpoints in 
relation to interests and concerns that affect 
the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room 
G107, Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an 
editorial, which will not be bylined and will 
represent the viewpoint of the majority of the 
staff. Students are free to express opinions 
and guest editorials are welcomed. All such 
editorials and other features will be attributed 
to their authors.

Letters to the Editor: The Highlander 
welcomes all opposing viewpoints and 
encourages feedback from the Seaholm 
community. 

We request all letters be sent to: letters@
seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in 
person to room G107 or mailed to the 
following address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all 
letters for the sake of brevity. All letters must 
be attributed by name to be considered for 
publication. The final decision of whether the 
material is to be published will be left up to the 

editorial board.

Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may 
accept advertising. Acceptance or rejection of 
advertising is within purview of the publication 
staff, which may accept any ads except those 
for products or services that are illegal for all 
students. Ads for political candidates and 
ballot issues may be accepted; however the 
community is encouraged to solicit ads from 
all sides.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and 
the Highlander is committed to covering 
all issues objectively, without bias, with an 
acute attention to detail. Factual errors will 
be corrected for reader clarification in the 
following issue. If we have erred, please let us 
know.

EdITOR In CHIEF: 

Emily Gordy

nEWS News Editor: natalie Wright

Deputy News Editor: Taylor Wyllie, Kelsey 
McClear 

Reporters:  Carolynn Gragg, Alissa Henry,  
Katherine Kuhne, Kathleen dow, dylan 
dulberg, Christina Fontanesi, Braden Geraldo, 
Brittany Lea, Laura Stanley, Kristen Thut
LIFESTYLES:
Lifestyles Editor: Maddy Weinert
Deputy Lifestyles Editor: Anne Stenback 
OPInIOn:
Opinion Editor: Jeff Butler

SPORTS
Sports Editor: Simon Schuster, Anne 
Stenback
Deputy Sports Editor: :Adam Banchiu
Reporters: Scott Anderson, Sean Erni, 
Andrew Powers, Peter Redebaugh, John Hess

PHOTO
Photo Editor: Sidney Krandall

dIRECTOR OF AdVERTISInG:
Austin Schea
dIRECTOR OF EMERGInG MEdIA: 
Jamie Hinz
COPY EdITOR: Sarah Levett

AdVISER: Ben Harwood

Proud member of MIPA: The Michigan 
Interscholastic Press Association

ERnEST W. SEAHOLM HIGHLAndER

What was your reaction when you found out Courtney 
Thomas was responsible for the graffiti? 

- Sophomore Connor Park

- Senior James Lathum

- Junior Mackenzie Moore

- Senior Kelly Stacy

Man on the Street:

“At first I was surprised, 
but then I realized it was a                

plausible solution.”

“It made me mad, because he 
seemed to be so against it after 

it happened.” 

“It was surprising because he 
was involved in a lot of stuff like 

the diversity Club” 

“I was really shocked, but when 
I thought about it more it didn’t 

completely surprise me.” 

Seaholm graduate speaks out against alleged racism in Seaholm

“Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides” can’t stay afloat

   Odd Future front man, 20 year old Tyler, 
the Creator released his much-hyped album 
Goblin on Tuesday May 10.  It was Tyler’s 
second album, but the first available for pur-
chase in stores.     
   Right off the bat with the title track “Gob-
lin”, one can see that Tyler has a lot of issues 
and is possibly depressed, as he converses 
with his therapist, (a low pitched version of 
himself over a dark mellow beat with mini-
mal drums).  
    Over the course of the album, Tyler con-
tinues to hit with insane rhymes that might 
crack you up, appall you or blow your mind.  
In “Tron Cat” Tyler proclaims, “Satan’s get-
ting jealous of the wolves, the demons say 
they preferrin’ us.”  In the ridiculously dark 
Halloween-like beat “Yonkers”, Tyler blasts 
singers Bruno Mars and B.O.B.  
   Tyler hits low points on the album with 
“Radicals”, which almost comes across as la-
zily put together and gets boring towards the 
end.  A couple of songs on the album sound 
like bad Gucci Mane rip offs. 
    Even with its low points, Tyler’s overall 
production is just outrageous.  The synthy 
instrumental “AU79” is really cool and relax-

Drew Powers
Staff Writer
Apowers@seaholmhighlander.com

   In the midst of the recent outbreak of 
threats towards African American students 
and faculty members at Seaholm, the stu-
dent effort to ‘stop racism’ has been nothing 
short of impressive. Between the candlelight 
vigil, student run assembly, and 800 or so 
‘Unite Against Racism’ pins, a great deal 
of Seaholm students have no doubt fought 
valiantly against their not-so-newfound 
reputation as a violent, racist lot.
   The administration too has put forth a 
decent attempt at ending racism at Seaholm, 
as well as reputation damage control. Soon 
to be retired Principal Terry Piper encour-
aged teachers and students to take time out 
of their classes to hold discussions about rac-
ism and its unacceptable role in the school, 
while the entire administration continues 
to work on tracking down the remaining 
culprit(s) of the crime. 
   However, students and administrators 
alike have almost entirely missed the point. 
Although the high level of students-in the 
anti-racism movement is certainly encourag-
ing, less encouraging is the fact that anyone 
at all (and I mean anyone) believed for 
even a second that any sort of real change 
can be achieved through an assembly, a few 
pins, and what is, effectively, the emotional 

nothingness of a candlelight vigil. 
   Think of it this way: at the beginning of 
each new school year, there is an assembly 
in which students are reminded that cell 
phones are expressly verboten by school 
policy, and of the consequences of ignoring 
the rules. Although the short term effects 
may be positive for the administration, they 
wear off quickly when students realize the 
anti cell phone rules are too tempting not to 
break (plus the one jokester who discreetly 
sets their loud hip-hop ring tone off in the 
middle of the assembly and gets carted off 
by an irritable assistant principal). 
   The assembly is, quite effectively, a waste 
of everyone’s time. Instead of being up front 
with students and telling them of the differ-
ent reasons why cell phone use is usually a 
deterrent to getting an efficient education, 
the administration simply reiterates that cell 
phone use is forbidden. Thus, no one cares. 
The very same can be said about the recent 
student-led assembly and overwrought 
candlelight vigil. Can anyone name a racist 
out there whose opinions have been altered 
in any way by the assembly or the vigil? Or 
how about the cute little pins that caused 
nothing but racist jokes about the 3/5s rule 
because it depicts three African American 
and two Caucasian stick figures holding 
hands? Whose mind has been changed? 
Who’s seen the light?

   The answer is quick and clear: no one.        
Although the threats may have abated, 
ill feelings towards the African American 
community have undoubtedly not. Therein 
lies where Seaholm is currently missing 
the point. Although there are a few racists 
at Seaholm, it’s safe to say the majority of 
Seaholm students would not claim to be 
actively racist. However, the majority of 
white Seaholm students do not interact 
with African American students on a day to 
day basis. In fact, it is common for Seaholm 
students not to have frequent interaction 
with a more diverse set of people until their 
college years. 
   Seaholm has a less a problem with racism 
and more of a problem with insensitivity. 
The fact that its Caucasian students--which 
accounts for the large majority of the total 
student population--are simply ignorant of 
what life as a minority in a predominantly 
white school is like is quite sad. African 
Americans and whites mingling in the caf-
eteria is a rare sight. The few African Ameri-
can students who do have white friends 
are made fun of by African Americans and 
whites alike for ‘not being black enough’ or 
being ‘Oreos’. 
   The result: a school full of white students 
who may be able to preach to their fellow 
Caucasians that it’s cool to treat blacks with 
respect, yet are themselves uncomfortable 

when interacting with people of a different 
race. 
   Although it will inevitably draw the ire 
of countless closed-minded students and 
parents, it’s my opinion that if Birmingham 
Schools really want Seaholm students to 
be ready to leave Birmingham and live in a 
diverse world, they should put their money 
where their mouth is and even out the 
districting between Seaholm and the far, 
far more racially diverse Groves--far more 
effective than throwing an assembly. Doing 
anything less will amount to nothing more 
than a lame substitute. 
   Seaholm has failed to realize that although 
it is possible to slow the spread of racism 
and tell your students over and over again 
not to be racist, it is impossible to put an 
end to racism completely. There are quite 
a few students who sat in the anti-racist as-
sembly and then went home to where their 
racist family instills racist values into their 
children. Schools can only do so much. 
Thus, it is better for the school to focus its 
energies on getting more African American 
and other minority students instead of 
telling a predominantly white student base 
over and over again to be nice to the small 
number of African Americans they come 
across. 
   Another large problem I feel it prudent 
to point out is Seaholm’s small number of 

Josh Cohen
Class of 2010
Guest Commentary

African American teachers. African Ameri-
can adults in a position of power can have a 
very positive influence on an ignorant white 
student’s opinion on African Americans.  
If you sit a racist down in an anti-racism 
assembly, all you do is irritate them for an 
hour. But if you give a racist enough black 
classmates that they have the opportunity 
to meet an African American student and 
see them for what they are--different, yet no 
less a person--you really have a better shot 
at putting a stop to racism at Seaholm High 
School. 
   The Birmingham School District needs to 
get serious about committing to minimizing 
racism and maximizing racial diversity in 
both the student population and teachers 
as well. 
   Conservative ideals will get Seaholm 
nowhere. It will take a real effort at a 
desegregation of Seaholm High School to 
solve the problem the students are currently 
battling valiantly yet unsuccessfully with 
assemblies and candlelight vigils. The ad-
ministration needs to take as proactive role 
in the process, and do more than simply 
tracking down the racist students who made 
public threats--or else let Seaholm forever be 
known throughout the state as a facilitator 
of racism and a vast white majority. 

   It’s a miraculous experience to find a 
good sequel. A movie that accurately 
honors and keeps up the tradition of excel-
lence set by its predecessor. Around one 
out of every 100 sequels is a good sequel. 
Unfortunately, “Pirates of the Caribbean: 
On Stranger Tides”, starring Johnny Depp 
(Alice in Wonderland), Penelope Cruz 
(Vanilla Sky), and Geoffrey Rush (King’s 
Speech) is one of those other 99.
   It is pretty much the same basic idea as 
the other three installments of the “Pirates” 
franchise. The only thing that sets “On 
Stranger Tides” apart from the other three 
movies is the absolutely useless implemen-
tation of filming in 3-D. 
   The 
over arch-
ing plot 
of this 
movie 
is the 
quest to 
find the 
Fountain 
of Youth. 
King 
George 
inexplica-
bly finds 
out that 
Sparrow 
is on a 
mission 
to find it, so he sends Captain Barbossa 
(Geoffrey Rush) to get there first. Time 
for pathetic plot twist number one. There 
is a Jack Sparrow imposter somewhere in 
town. To make a long boring story short, 
the impostor is a woman named Angelica. 
Angelica reveals her motives for wanting to 
find the fountain in a rash illogical conver-
sation that no two sane people would have 

with each other.
   Angelica wishes to use the fountain’s water 
to offer her father, the infamous Blackbeard 
(Ian McShane), a few more years of life. 
From this point, the movie becomes a race 
to find the fountain. It is eventually revealed 
that one must obtain the tears of a mermaid 
to drink out of the cups of Ponce de Léon, 
the famous French explorer who was the 
first to find the fountain. Once those condi-
tions are met, one can drink from the cup 
and will then be given more life.
   See how easy that was to explain? That 
took maybe two minutes. “On Stranger 
Tides” manages to stretch that out for about 
15 minutes. And so the crew ventures off to 
capture a mermaid in these dark waters and 
caves. They capture one after losing multiple 
crew members. And, plot twist number 
two, the mermaid develops a relationship 

with one of the remaining crew members. 
Well, Blackbeard discovers this, and tortures 
the crew member, Phillip, to make the 
mermaid, Syrena, cry.
   In a climactic battle scene, Phillip is fatally 
wounded, and Syrena tells him that she 
can save him and he can live forever, as the 
mermaids do. How to live forever, one may 

ask? Well, Phillip has to kiss her under wa-
ter. That isn’t a joke. That’s actually what the 
movie says gives you eternal life. It appears 
that Disney has merged “The Little Mer-
maid” and “Sleeping Beauty”. Wonderful.
Mermaid tears, check. Magical map and 
compass to help find the fountain, check. 
Corny pirates, check. Time to find the 
fountain. To make a drawn out story 
short, like it should have been, Jack tricks 
Penelope and Blackbeard to drink from the 
wrong cups, therefore killing Blackbeard 
and sparing Angelica. After professing his 
love to her, he then strands her on an island. 
Because that makes sense, right?
   Penelope Cruz, mermaids, and crazy 
sword fights. Just from that, one would 
think that this movie would be awesome. 
But, the director, Rob Marshall, (Nine), is 
so bad at what he does that he managed to 
make that combination monotonous and 
lackluster.  On the opening night of the 
movie, at the first showing, there were liter-
ally three different people asleep at different 
times and one man with an iPod in hand, 
playing Angry Birds from start to finish. 
That is a pretty strong message that this 
movie is really bor-zzzzzzzzzzzzzz.
   One last thing that really bothers me is 
the lack of consistency in Penelope Cruz’s 
character, Angelica. It seems like a group of 
three giraffes sat around a camp fire writing 
this, having no idea what real human emo-
tion looks like .The writer for Cruz’s char-
acter was either not taking his medicine, 
had Dissociative Identity Disorder (multiple 
personalities), or there was more than one 
writer and they had absolutely no commu-
nication with each other.
   After seeing the ending, it is clear there 
will be another sequel. Buckle up. “Pirates 
Of The Caribbean: On Stranger Tides” 
receives one star out of four. This movie is 
rated PG-13, with a running time of two 
hours and 17 minutes.

Dylan Dulberg
Staff Writer
ddulberg@seaholmhighlander.com

   Courtney Thomas has been caught and 
our problems have been solved. Unfor-
tunately that’s what some people in this 
community believe. They’re wrong. 
   Though the administration and Seaholm 
kept their promise 
and found the kid 
responsible for 
the original racist 
graffiti, there is still 
a massive issue at 
hand. 
   We don’t know 
why Thomas did 
it. If you believe 
his lawyer, he was 
pushed to do it because of bullying. Earlier 
this year, a racist pamphlet was reportedly 
directed at Thomas, and the student respon-
sible was suspended.
   Though no one can condone Thomas’s 
actions, but we must look at the conditions 
in our school. It can’t be harped on enough 
that there is an ignorance issue here.
   Walk up and down the hallways and you 

Highlander Editorial
Seaholm must keep fighting ignorance

ing.  And I don’t think anyone could create 
another beat as amazingly raw as “Sand-
wiches”, which sounds almost like an insane 
cartoon character on drugs and features fel-
low Odd Future member Hodgy Beats.  The 
hook is so crazy that it makes you just want 
to jump around and hit something.  With-
out a doubt, it is the most impressive song 
on the album.  
   Tyler’s production continues to hit high 
points with “Analog”, which again features 
Hodgy Beats, and “Golden”, the album’s fi-
nal track, which again has Tyler conversing 
with his therapist, who by the end of the 
song ends up wrestling Tyler into a strait 
jacket.
   Tyler’s genius is evident throughout the al-
bum, but some bad songs sprinkled in keep 
this album from really being considered a 
classic.  As a 20-year-old kid, it’s easy to see 
that Tyler has a long career ahead of him.
   Bottom line, if you’re interested in rap, 
then this is a must listen.  If you’re not, this 
may be a little much for the pop or alterna-
tive rock listener.  Either way, Goblin will 
definitely entertain.
   Standout Tracks:  Sandwiches, Yonkers, 
Tron Cat, Golden, Analog
   3/4 stars, available on iTunes, Target, Best 
Buy, etc.

Tyler, the Creator’s, newest album ‘Goblin’ has fans 
and everyone else’s heads spinning 

will hear multiple students saying ignorant 
things like “that’s so gay.” Don’t fault all 
these students--some just don’t realize what 
they’re doing, thus they keep doing it. 
   But it’s incumbent upon everyone-- teach-
ers, administrators, students, to not be 
bystanders, and stand up and to speak up.

   The Birming-
ham Voice has 
been saying this 
all year, but stu-
dents can’t just 
listen to their as-
sembly to make 
themselves feel 
better. They have 
to practice what 
those students 

have been preaching. 
   There is speculation that since Thomas is 
an African American student, a false light 
has been shed on our school. As much as 
students might hate it, the light isn’t false. In 
fact it is completely correct, this school has a 
racism issue.
   It can’t be forgotten that Thomas’s actions 

have completely killed this school’s reputa-
tion. Many completely disregard what 
happened considering it was him, and now 
future students harassed will be hesitant to 
come forward, for fear of being accused of 
lying. 
   It doesn’t condone Thomas’s actions, but 
issues like this can be prevented with more 
awareness. 
   Though it can’t be “fixed” it can be 
improved greatly. Think before you speak, 
educate yourself on what’s right and wrong, 
and help make the school a better place.
   If a student says something ignorant, stop 
them, and correct their mistake. 
   Students will read this, listen to the Bir-
mingham Voice and disregard every bit of 
information completely. 
   Seaholm is one of the best high schools in 
the state, but is tainted by this issue, and it’s 
up to the students to fix it. 
   However, other students will realize they 
need to change their actions, because no 
one wants to go to a school with ignorance 
issues.

Though no one can condone 
Thomas’s actions, but we must look 

at the conditions in our school. 
It can’t be harped on enough that 
there is an ignorance issue here.
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   Your classmates voted. The 
results are in. Here are the most 
significant events of 2010 - 2011.

1. Racial graffiti was found in a 
boys’ bathroom, sparking strong 
student opposition to racism.

2. Principal Terry Piper announced 
his retirement. 

3. New driving laws further re-
stricted Level 2 drivers. 

4. Pop star Justin Bieber tweeted 
sophomore Kevin Kristopik’s cell 
phone number. 

5. The student body celebrated the 
80th birthday of Eleanora Prach. 

6. The boys swimming and diving 
team won the state championship. 

7. Delaney Rose Flatter’s heart 
defects inspired establishment of 
the Delaney Rose Fund. 

8. Varsity wrestling and softball 
coach Mike Hessling passed away. 

9. The seniors and sophomores 
won this year’s Field Day.
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   Students may be able to use their cell phones during 
school without fear next year.
   The Faculty Advisory Committee (FAC), a team of nine 
teachers and counselors who represent the Seaholm staff, 
is proposing a revision to the Seaholm Honor Code re-
garding the Technology Policy, to be initiated in the fall 
of 2011.
   Because of the growth in the use of technology by stu-
dents, FAC President and teacher Frank Ventrella said 
that the policy should be revamped to allow students 
freedom to use their technology, especially cell phones.
    “Cell phones are used for far more than just answering 
or placing calls,” Ventrella said. “It is now a mini com-
puter on the side. Students have an access to all kinds of 
information.”
   The proposed policy includes the use of cell phones 
during the school day including lunch, x-block, before 
school, passing time and after school, as long as the elec-
tronic device is not used in a manner that disrupts the 
learning process. Teachers will also have the discretion to 
allow students to use cell phones during class.
   Before it is finalized, the proposed policy must be ap-
proved by the Seaholm administration.
   The issue that the FAC is facing is the possible use of 
cell phones to cheat, including taking pictures of tests or 
texting other students answers. They also want to make 
sure that the new policy coincides with Groves’ policy so 
there is district consistency.
    “The only concern staff has is if [the new policy] is used 
negatively [by students],” Ventrella said. “Primarily if they 
use their cell phones with cameras.”
   If any data such as audio, video, or photographs are 

transmitted between students in order to cheat, it will be 
considered a violation of the Code of Conduct and it will 
go on a student’s record.
   A Highlander survey shows that 41.4 percent of stu-
dents use their cell phone during all five of their classes 
each day, while only 2 percent of students say that all five 
of their teachers allow them to use their phones during 
class.
   Sophomore Kirsten Larson said she will use her phone 
more during the day if the new cell phone policy is put 
in to place.
    “I think it will benefit [students] if [the cell phone] is an 
iPhone or smartphone, where you can access Internet,” 
Larson said. “[My Spanish teacher] lets us use our smart-
phones to look up definitions and words.”
   While 76.7 percent of students already admit to us-
ing their cell phones in between class, this number is sure 
to rise if students do not have to worry about getting in 
trouble for having their phones out during the day.
   Sophomore Lisa White said she is nervous while using 
her phone in school, because she is afraid some teachers 
will think she is going against the policy when she is using 
it for a class.
    “It is just a hassle to have to get your phone taken 
away,” White said. “It’s annoying when you’re using it for 
school purposes.”
   Students already break the rules by using their phones 
against the current policy, and White said that for this 
reason, the policy should be revamped.
    “It won’t really be changing that much,” White said. 
“And I think it’s kind of ridiculous that we can’t use it at 
lunch, when that’s our free time.”
   Ventrella said that cell phone technology is here, and 
that it is a good thing.
    “It is the direction we are going,” Ventrella said. “It is 
long overdue.”

Laura Stanley
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Lstanley@seaholmhighlander.com

   I want to thank the staff of the 
Highlander for the opportunity to 
write a farewell message.  When I 
started as principal at Seaholm in 
April of 1998, our current freshmen 
were only one  or  two years old and 
our seniors were getting ready to start 
kindergarten.  Those thirteen years 
have flown by.  Now I am retiring 
and turning over the reins to Mrs. 
Lancaster.   
   When I respond to the many well 
wishers, I always say thank you and 
then add how my work at Seaholm has been such a bless-

ing.  That is how I see it.  I have been 
blessed with the amazing opportunity to 
lead and learn at Seaholm High School 
for thirteen years.  I have grown to love 
this school and everything about it.  The 
relationships that I have developed with 
students, staff and parents are a gift that 
I will always treasure.  My heart is filled 
with gratitude for the chance to serve 
as your principal for the past thirteen 
years.  
   And when people ask what they can 
do as a tribute, I respond that maybe 
they could name the yearbook after me.  
I will forever be a Maple.

Thank you and fear the leaf!

Faculty Advisory Committee 
recommends change to
schoolwide cell phone policy

Principal Terry Piper
Guest Writer

Piper says farewell

1 Start early
Although juniors may think that 
they don’t have to worry about col-
lege until next year, seniors rushing to 
visit schools before the May 1 decision 
deadline wish they had begun the pro-

cess months earlier.
“You don’t want to think about it until senior year, but 
starting early will help you make a decision,” Jen Evans, 
’10, now at DePauw University, said. 
Alex Yaw, ’10, agreed. “Start in junior year – I started se-
nior year,” Yaw, who attends Albion College, said. “And 
take advantage of the days you don’t have school.”
Junior year visits can be especially helpful when deciding 
which applications to spend time on. 
“There would be an advantage to visiting before senior 
year to get a feel for where you want to apply,”Lisa Bend-
er, ’10, currently at the University of Michigan, said. 
Bender made all her college visits senior year, but if she 
did it again, “I would visit earlier.”

2 Failing to visit enough schools can 
limit your selection, and a smaller 
pool of visited schools means fewer 
colleges to compare to your choice. 
Even if you don’t think you want to 

attend a school, a visit might draw your attention to some 
feature or program to look for at other colleges. And who 
knows: you might end up falling in love.
“If I did [college visits] again, I would visit more places,” 
Evans said, 
Bender, who visited the University of Michigan, Michi-
gan State University, and St. Olaf College, felt the same 
way.
“I wish I would have gotten a feel for the variety of places 
that were available to me,” Bender said. 

Visit more than one

3 One of the biggest indicators of 
whether a school is the perfect “fit” 
is whether it feels like home for you. 
If you don’t feel comfortable there, 
don’t force yourself to like the school: 

it might just not fit.
Adriana Medina, student ambassador to Western Michi-
gan University, says Western wants incoming students to 
feel like they belong.
“If they’ve already decided they’re coming here, we hope 
they feel comfortable and like they’re at home when they 
come here,” said Medina.
Yaw found that the most valuable part of her college visits 
was that they “let me determine where I felt at home. I 
felt at home at Albion and that’s why I’m here.”

Does it feel like home?

4 College visits are designed to inspire 
you to apply or attend, but there’s 
more to a school than what’s on the 
surface. No matter how impressive 
you think a school is, if it just doesn’t 

fit you, you’re unlikely to be happy there. To avoid being 
drawn in, don’t ask yourself how good a school seems in 
general, but whether it’s the right place for you.
“The visits really inflated the positives to make you want 
to go there,” Kyle McLain, ’10, now at the University of 
Michigan, said. “They showed you the nicest library, the 
top students.”
Although all the schools she visited “seemed perfect for 
me,” McLain asked herself whether she could really see 
herself attending the college. 
“In most cases, the answer was no,” McLain said. 

Don’t believe the hype

5 Medina recommends paying atten-
tion to the school’s current students. 
“See how they react when they’re 
walking around campus and between 
classes, if they seem happy or not,” 

Medina said. 
“If [visitors] feel comfortable they should even go up and 
ask, How do you like Western?”
The attitude of current students isn’t necessarily a perfect 
forecast for how you will feel, but their issues and con-
cerns may well be yours next year, and unlike the tours 
given by the college, they have no incentive to make the 
school look good. 

Talk to the students

6 “Definitely bring pen and paper,” Wil-
liams said. And it’s not for doodling: 
you will likely be inundated with in-
formation, and it’s in your best interest 
to try to retain it.

College visits are perfect opportunities to learn the facts 
about a university straight from the source, and by writ-
ing things down you will hold on to details that may not 
seem important at the time.
“Listen very well,” Medina said. “[Visitors] might get a 
lot of information at once, but everything is given for a 
good reason, and might help them in the future.” 

Pay attention

   Attention juniors: although you may not realize it yet, your college process has already begun. College visits can get lost 
in the shuffle of interviews and application essays, but they’re an essential part of deciding where to go to college. Visits 
to campuses give high school students information they couldn’t find anywhere else about the fit and feel of schools.
   After speaking to graduated Seaholm seniors, Seaholm college counselors and a college admissions representative, the 
Highlander compiled a checklist of the top  tips for students preparing to make college visits:

College Visit Must-Dos

Story by Natalie Collins
Design by Emily Gordy
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   The Seaholm girls’ varsity water polo team’s 
season ended with a loss to Skyline High 
School at regionals on May 21st. The score 
was 13-4. 
   “We gave [Skyline] a good fight but they 
stepped up and improved a lot and in the 
end won,” junior Abigail London said. 
The team made it through districts, which 
were held at Groves High School on May 
13th and 14th. 
   “We played very well at districts,” said head 
coach Chalmers McGillivray. “We finished 
as a 3rd seed heading into regionals.”
   They had victories against Holt/East Lan-
sing and Haslett High School, but lost to 
last year’s state champions, Okemos High 
School.
   “We practiced hard on how to pull ahead 
early in the game,” junior Kellie Howe said. 
   Because Seaholm won their first game at 
districts, they had the opportunity to move 
on to regionals.
   Regionals were held at East Lansing High 
School on May 21st.
   Seaholm had to beat Skyline High School 

to move on to states, which would have been 
held on June 4th. 
   Even though there was no victory, Seaholm 
still played very well against Skyline. 
   Junior Kit Kuhne started the game off with 
the first goal for Seaholm. 
   Three more goals followed with Madeline 
Tew, Megan Smith, and Emily Harrison all 
scoring. 
   Seaholm did not let up, and competed 
with Skyline through the entire game. 
   Team members worked together to play as 
hard as they could. 
   “The team really started to work as one 
unit, moving together and defending effec-
tively,” Howe said. “Everyone thought about 
the play in effect and what they could do to 
help the team as a whole.”
   Coach McGillivray agreed. 
   “Our success so far this year has truly been 
a team effort,” said McGillivray. 
   If the girls had beat Skyline, they would 
have gone on to play on May 22nd and had 
the opportunity to compete at states. 
   Even though the girls couldn’t move on to 
states, they still have a positive attitude for 
next year.
    “We had a good season,” London said. “I 
just can’t wait for next year.”

   The boys Birmingham United lacrosse 
team’s season is dwindling down to its final 
days as the playoffs approach. The Bulldogs 
have earned a bye for the pre-regional round, 
and they now prepare for their matchup 
against Holland West Ottawa, who beat Ka-
lamazoo Central by an astounding score of 
23-0. Birmingham ended up with a No. 4 
seed in the Region 1 pool of the bracket.
   Last season, the Bulldogs overcame the 
odds as they upset the No. 1 seed Troy Ath-
ens to make it to the final four. In the state 
semifinal game, Birmingham lost a 10-7 
heartbreaker to Detroit Catholic Central. 
The Shamrocks went on to lose to the state 
championship to Brother Rice, who has won 
the last six state titles.
   After losing their final game of the season 
to Warren De La Salle 14-5 on May 18, the 
Bulldogs are now gearing up for their first 
round opponent. Head coach Jeff Martin 
knows that the playoffs bring a different type 
of atmosphere for the players.
    “I tell the team to focus on one play at a 
time,” Martin said. “Each play matters and 
you never know when an ordinary ground-

ball or defensive play can have a huge im-
pact.”
   The team’s expectations for this year’s play-
offs are high, although the team knows they 
have to change some things to have success.
   Birmingham’s 8-10 record is a four win 
drop-off from the 2010 team, which won 12 
games on the season. In order to improve, 
team members stress the importance of min-
imizing penalty time.
    “If we play our best and stay out of penalty 
trouble we can make it far,” junior attack-
man Carlo Clavenna said.
   Martin believes that if his injured players 
can heal up come playoff time, the Bulldogs 
can control their own destiny going through 
the bracket.
    “Right now, injuries are our biggest con-
cern,” Martin said. “If we can get healthy 
and get a few key players back, anything can 
happen in the playoffs.”
   All three of the Bulldogs’ captains have been 
injured at some point this season. Senior at-
tack Will Schmidt is out for the season with 
a knee injury, senior attack-man Matt Roden 
has been ailed with a back issue, and junior 
J.D. Hess has battled through two concus-
sions. Roden and Hess each expect to return 
for the playoff matchup.
   Other key injuries have been to junior de-
fensemen Cameron Smyk and Casey Armil, 

Scott Anderson
Staff Writer
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

    The Midwest tournament didn’t turn 
out quite as the Birmingham Unified girls 
lacrosse team had hoped, only coming away 
with one victory, an 11-4 win over Grosse 
Pointe South 11-4.   
   Several teams took part in the tournament.
Birmingham played Grosse Pointe South, 
Bloomfield Sacred Heart,  Bloomfield 
Cranbrook, and Western Reserve Academy 
(Ohio). 
   Birmingham played tough games against 
Sacred Heart and 
Cranbrook, but 
both of those 
games resulted in 
ties. The score of 
the Sacred Heart 
game was 7-7, and 
the score of the 
Cranbrook game 
was 5-5.
   Western Reserve 
Academy defeated 
Birmingham 10-
8, a game that 
was Birmingham’s 
only loss of the 
tournament.
   WRA is a private 
school located in Hudson, Ohio and is a 
perennial lacrosse powerhouse in the state of 
Ohio. 
   “For the most part we played really hard,” 
junior Annie Sevec said. “But we still had 
trouble finding ways to win.”
   Some players also believed that the 
officiating lowered the team’s morale.
   “The refs did make some unlucky calls 
against us,” Sevec said. “It didn’t help our 
team spirit at all. In the long run, we should 
have played harder through every minute 
of every game so those bad calls weren’t the 
determining factors for the final score.”

BWLAX struggles 
at tournament

Peter Redebaugh
Staff Writer
predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com

Varsity baseball wins big league 
games against Farmington, Lahser
JD Hess
Staff Writer
jhess@seaholmhighlander.com

13-4 loss at regionals  
keeps Maples from 
state tournament

Carolynn Gragg
Staff Writer
c@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm’s varsity baseball team picked up 
a big league win on Friday, May 20 with a 

who each missed the final game of the season 
against De La Salle.
   Having these players back for playoffs will 
be vital for Birmingham to have success, as 
each player is a key component of the Bull-
dogs’ starting lineup.
    “JD Hess and Matt Roden are both very 
important to our offense and having them 
healthy would have a tremendous impact,” 
Martin said. “Cameron Smyk will play an 
important role on the defensive end.”
   Holland West Ottawa comes in with ob-
vious momentum after crushing Kalamazoo 
Central in the pre-regional. Martin doesn’t 
overlook the opponent, although he looks at 
the road ahead past the first round matchup. 
If the Bulldogs come up victorious over West 
Ottawa, they likely see a matchup against 
Forest Hills Eastern. The Hawks, who are 
the #1 seed in the region, come in with a re-
cord of 13-1 which gives them the #2 rank 
in the state.
    “Forest Hills Eastern is one of the top 
teams in the state this year,” Martin said. 
“They are the number one seed in our region 
and will be tough to beat.”
   The Bulldogs can be seen squaring off 
against Holland West Ottawa this Friday, 
May 27 at 7:00 P.M. at Maple Field. 

Junior John Glazier pitched six innings in a 4-2 win against Lahser . Photo by Kathleen Dow

Baseball

convincing 8-3 victory over the Farmington 
Falcons. 
   “It was a big win because we lost to them 
last time,” junior pitcher Jack Apap said.  
“We really came out this time and took it 
to them.”

   Senior second baseman Derreck Amboy-
an started the scoring in the top of the first 
inning with a two RBI double.  Amboyan 
would go on to score later in the inning after 
a fielding blunder by the Falcons.
   Farmington responded with two runs of 
their own in the bottom of the second in-
ning to cut the deficit to one run.
   Freshman shortstop Connor Bowers deliv-
ered in the fourth inning with a bases loaded 
RBI single.
   Each team was held scoreless in the fifth in-
ning before the Maples exploded for a three 
run sixth inning.  Another fielding error was 
costly to the Falcons as junior Scott Ander-
son scored on a wild pitch.
   Senior pitcher Adam Banchiu pitched a 
solid six innings, with nine strikeouts and 
only two earned runs.
   “Another quality outing from our consis-
tent starter Adam Banchiu,” junior pitcher 
John Glazier said.
   Senior Bobby Willen came into the game 
in the seventh inning and preserved the 8-3 
lead.  
   The victory propelled the team to a 14-7 
record and put them one game behind 
Groves for first place in the league.
   The Maples are playing some of their best 
baseball at the right time as the regular sea-
son dwindles to an end and district playoffs 
draw closer.  Seaholm will play the winner 
of the West Bloomfield/Brother Rice game 
on June 4 for the opening round of districts.
   “We play baseball good,” junior Steven 
Palmeri said.
   The Maples continued their winning 
streak, beating Lahser 4-2 on Tuesday, May 
24. Amboyan had two hits and two RBIs, se-
nior centerfielder Matt Steinmetz had hit, a 
run and two walks and Banchiu had  a home 
run. in the victory. Junior pitcher John Gla-
zier threw six innings.
   The Maples wrap up the regular season on 
Wednesday, May 25 against the Andover 
Barons.

Lacrosse

The BU boys varsity lacrosse team hopes to reduce both injuries and penalties as they approach the playoffs. Photo by Ashley Averill

BU men prepare for playoffs

   The tournament games were the last regular 
season games that the team will play before 
they prepare for the state playoffs.
   The team opens up districts against 
Bloomfield Unified on Wednesday, May 25. 
   Junior Hailee Schuele believes that the 
effort put forth in the tournament will 
translate to success in the state playoffs.
   “We played some solid games and we are 
ready to come out strong in the playoffs,” 
Schuele said.
   Birmingham has built a prominent lacrosse 
program over the last few years, and they are 
confident heading to the playoffs.
   “Our expectations are to win states,” Sevec 

said. “We all 
want it so 
bad, but we 
have to take it 
one game at a 
time, and right 
now we have 
to completely 
focus on 
b e a t i n g 
Bloomfield for 
the third time 
this season.”
   One of the 
few games that 
Birmingham 
lost this year 

was to cross-
town rival Bloomfield Marian. 
   Both Birmingham and Marian are in the 
same district, and will most likely face off in 
this year’s state playoffs.
   Seaholm junior Stephanie Joseph went 
to Marian before transferring to Seaholm 
her junior year. So this potential matchup 
against Marian would mean a little more to 
her.
   “It would be really fun to play against all 
my old friends,” Joseph said. “I anticipate 
a hard fought game and hopefully we 
[Birmingham] can come out on top.”

After going 1-2-1 at the Midwest 
Tournament, BU women look 
ahead to state championship

“Our expectations are 
to win states. We all 
want it so bad, but 

we have to take it one 
game at a time.”

Junior Annie Sevec

Water Polo

Senior Emily Harrison prepares to pass the ball at regionals . Photo courtesy of Gregg Averill
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Sports 
Briefs
JV Baseball
Record: 12-11
Last Game: Farmington W 
4-1
Next Game: Andover
Key Players: Tommy 
Scheidt, Jhonny Mullen, 
Stephen Gunther
Quote: “A strong end to 
the season is why the J.V. 
Maples are number one.”

Freshman Baseball
Record: 9-14
Last Game: Athens
Next Game: Rochester 
Key Players: Jhon Stein, Alex 
and Chris Breeden
Quote: “Let’s put it this way, 
I’ve been a monster at the 
plate this season.”

Men’s Track
Record: 0-5
Last Game: Regional’s
Next Game: States
Key Players: Jack Howard, 
Zach Demko, Max Gomez, 
Filip Jankovic 
Quote:  “We’ve had a rough 
season, but at least we look 
good.” Scott Simon

Girls Track
Record: 1-4
Last Meet: Regionals
Next Meets: Oakland 
County, Ambrose, States
Key Runners: Wilberdings, 
Selena Wallace, Andrea 
Clack, Andi Giancarlo
Quote: “ We have a really 
good team, our dual meets 
didn’t really show that, but 
we’ll be ready for states.”

JV Soccer
Record: 
Last Game: Groves Tied
Next Game:
Key Players: Lauren Hall, 
Emily Curry, Caitlyn Davis
Quote: “We’ve improved 
a lot this season and we 
look to keep getting better.” 
Tessa Raymond

   The newly dedicated “Keith E. 
Bernacki Memorial Tennis Courts” 
were the site of the Keith Bernacki 
Tennis Tournament in honor of the 
former Seaholm educator, mentor, 
coach, and friend on Saturday, May 
21.
   Dozens of former and current 
Seaholm tennis players and their 
parents came to pay tribute to Keith 
Bernacki, who died at age 33 after 
his long battle with bone cancer.
   The tournament served as a fund 
raiser for Bernacki’s 18 month old 
son, Will.  Over $2,000 was raised 
for Will’s college education savings 
plan.
   The festivities began at 2 p.m. 
with a welcoming and a moment 
of silence for Bernacki.  Principal 
Terry Piper, teacher David Reed-
Nordwall, current girls varsity ten-
nis coach Paul Young, and former 
players Marlee Green, Jess Miller 
and Andrew Green all spoke about 
their memories with Bernacki, and 
the special times they shared.

   “We used to laugh about arriv-
ing 45 minutes early to every single 
tournament,” Green said.  “But 
[Bernacki] just told us it was an in-
timidation factor.”
   Approximately 30 doubles teams 
signed up to participate in the tour-
nament.
   Bystanders enthusiastically told 
stories and shared memories with 
each other about Bernacki and the 
man that he was.
   “He was a great man,” senior, and 
former player under Bernacki, Brad 
White said.  “It’s a huge honor for 
all of us to be here dedicating these 
courts in honor of him.”
   Graduated Maple Jake Drutchus 
also had Bernacki as a coach and he 
too shared fond memories of Ber-
nacki.
   “There’s just no greater man,” Dru-
tchus said.  “This is a day to celebrate 
what he stood for with Seaholm and 
Seaholm tennis.”
   Bernacki clearly touched many 
lives over his years of coaching and 
teaching and will never be forgotten 
in the Seaholm community.

Bernacki
memorialized

JD Hess
Staff Writer
jhess@seaholmhighlander.com

The plaque at the newly dedicated tennis courts.
Photo by Simon Schuster

Braden Geraldo
Staff Writer
bgeraldo@seaholmhighlander.com
   Coach Mike Hessling left his 
mark on the Seaholm community 
in his 54 years of life, 20 of which he 
spent coaching softball.
   Saturday May 14 the girls softball 
team rededicated their field in his 
honor out of respect for all that he 
has done.
   Assistant softball coach and former 
player Andrea Papadopoulos felt 
that the ceremony revealing the new 
name of the field honored Hessling 
in the right light.
   “I thought the memorial was beau-
tifully written, I think that Bill Sher-
man did an excellent job of show-
ing respect to Hessling and all of 
his accomplishments at Seaholm,” 
Papadopoulos said.  “He really did 
a nice job of pulling it all together 
and I’m glad we renamed the field 
to Coach Hessling but also kept For-
esters name on it because they were 
both important figures to Seaholm 
and softball.”
   Papadopoulos believes that Hes-
sling deserved to have the field 
named in his honor due to his role 
in building the softball program.
   He built the program, he’s the one 
who started it all,” Papadopoulos 
said.  “He knew little about it but 
he started from the ground up and 
built an amazing softball program.  
He made many girls like me really 
love everything about softball.”
   Hessling shared a special bond 
with many of the girls he coached 
like former player Alyssa Tropea.  
   “[Hessling] was one of the first 
people that ever truly believed in 
me, minus my father, so I think we 
put this in his honor just to show 
our appreciation for him.”  
   Tropea and her family donated 
$600 for the memorial in Hessling’s 
honor.
   Like Tropea, Papadopoulos shared 
a similar relationship with Hessling 
during her playing days at Seaholm.
   “He was like a father figure to me 
very loving and caring tough on the 
outside but very sweet and consid-
erate I was always very close with 
him.”  Papodopoulos said.
   Tropea’s father, Richard Tropea 
also understood his kind heart and 
great relationships with his players. 
   “He was not only a coach, he was 
a friend.”

   For former Seaholm student Jack Quig-
ley, his freshman year at Northwestern 
University has been full of great experi-
ences, as well as surprises.   
   A three year letterman on the varsity 
baseball team at Seaholm, Quigley turned 
down an offer to play baseball at Harvard 
in order to pursue a Big Ten baseball ca-
reer.
   “I wasn’t completely sure where I stood 
in terms of making the team,” Quigley 
said. “I figured would have to tryout in or-
der to make the team, but as I kept work-
ing out with the squad the tryout never 
came and I was offered a spot on the team. 
It was a great feeling.” 
   The Highlander attempted to speak with 
Northwestern head coach Paul Stevens 
but he is currently on a recruiting trip and 
unavailable for comment.
   Quigley has a made a substantial im-
pact on the team as one of their go-to relief 
pitchers.
   “He was one of our main, go to relief guys,” Northwestern 
teammate and reliever Dan Tyson said.  “He was great for 
coming in and getting that tough out for the team.”
   “I’m sort of the clean up pitcher,” Quigley said. “I’ll come 
in with runners on base and it’ll be my job to get us out of 
the inning.”
   Quigley, a relief pitcher, made his first appearance in the 
season opener against Utah Valley, down in a tournament at 
Texas Tech.
   “It was definitely something I’ll never forget, I pitched one 
inning and allowed one run. It was a really cool experience,” 
Quigley said.
   Now, at the end of his freshmen season, Quigley leads the 

team with 27 pitching appearances to go with a 5.52 ERA, a 
2-1 record and a save.
   With one more game left in the season, the Wildcats traveled 
to East Lansing to play against Michigan State, which was just 
a win away from claiming the outright Big Ten championship.   
Northwestern was looking to keep them from that coveted 
title. 
   “We wanted to come out and deny them that chance to have 
sole possession of the Big Ten crown,” Quigley said.
   Michigan State was threatening in the bottom of the 6th 
inning by putting their first five batters of the inning on base, 
with three singles and two walks.  Two runs were scored by the 
Spartans to make the score 4-3 Northwestern with no out and 

Drew Powers
Staff Writer
dpowers@seaholmhighlander.com

the bases loaded. 
   That was when the coaches sum-
moned Quigley from the bullpen.
   “I was pretty jacked up when I came 
in you know, playing in front of 2600 
people,” Quigley said.
   Quigley was able to get the first 
batter to ground into a 4-6-3 double 
play, scoring the runner from third to 
knot the game at 4.  The next batter 
grounded a ball up the middle for a 
single, which scored another to give 
MSU a 5-4 lead.  Quigley was able to 
bear down as he got the next batter to 
ground a ball back to him, ending the 
inning with much less damage than 
the inning looked to hold.
   With MSU now up 5-4, the Wild-
cats bounced back the next inning 
with 2 runs of their own to give them 
a 6-5 lead, a lead they would not sur-

render the rest of the game, giving 
Quigley his second win of the season.

   “It was really memorable, not only because I was able to 
get the win, but also because I had a lot of friends and family 
there to witness it. That made it pretty special,” Quigley said.
   After his freshmen year, Quigley has reason to be optimistic 
about next season.
   “We have a lot of young guys [12 freshmen on the team this 
past season] who have a lot of talent,” Quigley said. “I’ve been 
working with the outfield a bit so I’m hoping next season I can 
crack the lineup out there.  That would be pretty cool.”
“Right now my goal for the off season is continue to work 
hard, focus, and improve my overall game.”

Seaholm alumni Jack Quigley brings the heat while pitching in a Northwestern University game.
Photo Courtesy Quigley Family

Quigley pitches in at NU

Softball 
field 
dedicated   On Tuesday, May 10, the Seaholm 

girls varsity soccer team came out 
against the Farmington Harrison 
Hawks with a 2-0 win.
   The Maples started the game with 
a big obstacle. Starting goalie sopho-
more Lisa White was out with a bro-
ken hand. 
   To start the scoring threat junior 

forward Leah Bennett struck net 
with an unassisted goal with 16 
minutes left in the first half.
   The second goal came from ju-
nior left midfielder Emily Parsons 
only four minutes after Bennett’s 
goal. This lead stuck for the whole 
game while the defense and goalie, 
sophomore Lily Slavin, did their 
jobs of keeping the opponents from 
scoring.
   The defense stood their ground 

throughout the game, barely allow-
ing any shots on Slavin. Little did 
the Hawks know, Slavin was actu-
ally a field player who stepped in the 
goalie position for White.
   “Lily played awesome,” junior 
defenseman Julie Naski said. “She 
wasn’t afraid to have me play the ball 
back to her when we were under 
pressure.”
   Although White was out, the team 
believes that the goalie situation al-

most benefited them. Adding on 
to the starting goalie being injured, 
they also had more field players out 
with some injuries.
   “I think it really helped since the 
team knew we were playing without 
a lot of our players, since they’re in-
jured, so we all stepped up our game 
and pulled through,” senior defense-
man Samantha Mee said. “On top 
of that, Lily made a great substitu-
tion and I have a lot of confidence 
in her.”
   With 17:43 left in the second half 
of the game, the game got called off 
due to a sudden downpour of rain. 
The Maples packed up their stuff 

and headed off of Maple Field with 
a victory.
   This was the Maples’ sixth win of 
the season, improving their record 
to 6-3-2.  
   On Thursday, May 5, they crushed 
Hazel Park with the score of 7-0. 
The top goal scorers were senior 
Cydney Nagridge and junior Emily 
Parsons with two goals each.
   The Maples were on a four game 
win streak until Sterling Heights 
Stevenson beat the Maples 2-0 in a 
devastating loss on Friday, May 13. 
Stevenson is a division one school 
and this was a big test for the Ma-
ples.

Maples beat Hawks
Soccer

   On May 19 the Seaholm varsity 
girls’ tennis team won their Divi-
sion two regional final at Marian 
High School, avenging a regular 
season duel match loss to Marian 
earlier in the season. 
   Their region included Seaholm, 
Marian, Groves, Berkley, South-
field, Garden City, Detroit-Cody, 
Detroit-Henry Ford, Detroit-
Renaissance, Redford-Union, and 
Redford-Thurston. 
   All of the other schools were 
eliminated going into the final 
round, with Seaholm and Marian 
as the only two schools remain-
ing. It was a straight head-to-head 
matchup featuring two of the state’s 
top teams. 
   Earlier this month, Seaholm and 
Marian squared off in a regular 
season duel match, resulting in a 
Marian win. Marian took five out 
of the eight matches, giving them a 
5-3 win over the Maples. 
   In the earlier match, the Mus-
tangs won all three out of the four 
singles sets, with sophomore Nancy 
Benda having the only individual 
win at her #1 singles position for 
the Maples. The other two wins 
came from the #2 and #3 doubles 
positions for the Maples.
   This time around the Maples 
took advantage of their doubles 
matches, with all four positions 
coming on top. 
   No. 1 doubles senior Elizabeth 
Gunckle and freshman Libina 
Petrovska for Seaholm defeated 
Marian’s Kristin Lunghamer and 

Catherine Christian (7-6)(6-3).
No. 2 doubles junior Meghan 
Dooley and junior Katie Root for 
Seaholm defeated Marian’s Megan 
Callaghan and Macy Hudson (6-4) 
(4-6) (7-5). 
   No. 3 doubles senior Sammy 
Miller and junior Annie Grier for 
Seaholm defeated Marian’s Olivia 
Underwood and Mallory Hudson 
(6-3) (4-6) (6-2).
   No. 4 doubles senior Katy Shook 
and junior Isabella Lleyva for 
Seaholm defeated Marian’s Maddie 
Hramiec and Bridget O’hara (7-6)
(6-2).
   After sweeping the doubles 
matches, all the Maples needed was 
at least one of the singles players to 
win, to give Seaholm the win for 
the entire match- as well as giving 
them the regional title.
   After Benda lost an extremely 
close individual match against Mar-
ian’s Bailey Paradiso, Seaholm was 
still in need of one more victory. 
Freshman Lauren Frazier would 
give them just that.
   Frazier defeated Lauren Dietz 
of Marian at the No. 4 singles 
matchup which handed Seaholm 
the regional championship as they 
move on to the state championship 
which begins next Friday, June 3.
   “It was really exciting,” Benda 
said. “Beating Marian after losing 
to them earlier in the season was a 
big confidence booster going into 
states.”
   The Michigan girls’ tennis state 
finals for Division 2 are held 
at Jenison on June 3-4, where 
Seaholm will look to bring home 
a state championship for the first 
time since 2004.  

Andrew Weiss
Staff Writer
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Girls tennis 
captures 
regionals

Tennis
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